
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




\ 



c;:' r-A.ir ev a t walttp 



y^: 



'' / ' ' -^// V /,'V // 






i .: 



M i 






JNKW YOKK: JAMJfiS C. DBBBT. 
1854. 



THE 



WOKKS 



07 



THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



THREE yOLUHES. 

OOMPLBTB IN 0N& 



BOSTON: 

PHILLIPS, SAMPSON, AND COMPANY. 

NEW TOBK: JAMES 0. DBBBT. 

1854. 



^oH S'^.? 




t;OV 14 1916 









I 



PEEFACE. 



When first I went into the Church, I had a curacy in die middle of 
Salisbury Plain. The Squire of the parish took a fancy to me, and requested 
me to go unth his son to reade at the Uniyersity of Weimar; before we 
could get there, Germany became the seat of war, and in stress of politics 
we put into Edinburgh, where I remained five years. The principles of 
the French Reyolution were then fully afloat, and it is impossible to coor 
ceiye a more yiolent and agitated state of society. Among the first persons 
with whom I became acquainted were. Lord Jeflrey, Lord Murray (late 
Lord Adyocate for Scotland), and Lord Brougham; all of them maintaining 
opinions upon political subjects a little too liberal for the dynasty of DundaSi 
then ezerciang supreme power oyer the northern diyision of the island. 

One day we happened to meet in the eighth or ninth story or flat in 
Buccleugh-place, the eleyated residence of the then Mr. Jeflrey. I propdsed 
that we should set up a Reyiew; this was acceded to with acclamation. 
I was appointed Editor, and remuned long enough in Edinburgh to edit 
the first number of the Edinburgh Reyiew. The motto I proposed fi>r tbe 
Reyiew was, 

" TVwiii tnutttn mdi to niut fl p f m u** 
"Wa enltlTate literatar« upon a littla oatmeaL'' 

But this was too near the truth to be admitted, and so we took oar presenA 
giETe motto firom PubUut Syrus, of whom none of us had, I am sure, 
eyer read a angle line; and so began what has nnce turned out to be 
a yeiy important and able journal. When I left Edinburgh, it M into 
the stronger hands of Lord Jeflrey and Lord Brougham, and reached (be 
highest point of popularity and success. I contributed firom England many 
articles, whidi I haye been toohah enough to collect and publish with soma 
other tracts written by me. 

To appreciate the yalue of the Edinburgh Reyiew, the state of England 
at the period when that journal began should be had in remembrance. 
The Catholics were not emancipated — the Corporation and Test Acts were 
uDpepealed-*^ Qame Laws were horribly q>presnye--9ted lh»git«sdi %(im% 
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Guns were set all over the country — ^Prisoners tried for their Lives could 
have no Counsel — Liord Gldon and the Court of Chancery pressed heavily 
upon mankind — Libel was punished by the most cruel and vindictive im- 
prisonments-^the principles of Political Economy were little understood — 
the Law of Debt and of Conspiracy were upon the worst possible footing — 
the enormous wickedness of the Slave Trade was tolerated — ^a thousand evils 
were in existence, which the talents of good and able men have since 
lessened or removed; and these effects have been not a little assisted by 
the honest boldness of the Edinburgh Review. 

I see very little in my Reviews to alter or repent of: I always endea- 
voured to fight agamst evil; and what I thought evil then, I think evil 
now. I am heartily glad that all our disqualifying laws for religious opinions 
are abolished, and I see nothing in such measures but unmixed good and 
real increase of strength to our Establishment. 

The idea of danger from the extension of the Catholic religion in £ng« 
land I utterly deride. The Catholic faith is a misfortune to the worid, 
but those whose faith it conscientiously is, are quite right in professing it 
boldly, and in promoting it by all means which the law allows. A phy- 
sician does not say ^'You will be well as soon as the bile is got rid of;" 
but he says, " You will not be well uniU after the bile is got rid of." 
He knows after the cause of the malady is removed, that morbid habits, 
are to be changed, weakness to be supported, organs to be called back 
to their proper exercise, subordinate maladies to be watched, secondary and. 
vicarious symptoms to be studied. The physician is a wise man — but the 
anserous politician insists, after 200 years of persecution, and ten of emanci- 
pation, that Catholic Ireland should be as quiet as Edmonton, or Tooting. 

Not only are just laws wanted for Catholic Ireland, but the just adminis- 
tration of just laws ; such as they have in general experienced under the 
Whig government; and this system steadily preserved in will, after a lapse 
of time and O'Connell, quiet, conciliate, and civilize that long injured and 
irritable people. 

I have printed in this Collection the Letters of Peter Plymley. The 
Government of that day took great pains to find out the author; all that 
they could find was, that they were brought to Mr. Budd, the publisher, 
by the Earl of Lauderdale. Somehow or another, it came to be conjec- 
tured that I was that author: I have always denied it; but finding that 
I deny it in vain, I have thought it might be as well to include the Let- 
ters in this Collection; they had an immense circulation at the time, and 
I think above 20,000 copies were sold. 
. fivat die iMjgiDniDg. of the century (about which time Qie Review began) 
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to' (be death of Lord Liverpool, was an awful period for those who had 
fte misfortune to entertain liberal opinions, and who were too honest to 
•dl them for the ermine of the judge, or the lawn of the prelate : — a long 
and hopeless career in your profession, the chucklbg grin of noodles, the 
mwstic leer of the genuine political rogue — prebendaries, deans, and bishops 
made over your head — reverend renegadoes advanced to the highest digni- 
ties of the Church, for helping to rivet the fetters of Catholic and Protestant 
Bisseiiters, and no more chance of a Whig administration than of a thaw 
in Zembla — ^these were the penalties exacted for liberality of opinion at that 
period ; and not only was there no pay, but there were many stripes. It 
is always considered as a piece of impertinence in England, if a man of less 
dian two or three thousand a year has any opinions at all upon important 
subjects; and in addition he was sure at that time to be assailed with all 
the Billingsgate of the French Revolution — Jacobin, Leveller, Atheist, Deist, 
Socinian, Incendiary, Regicide, were the gentlest appellations used; and the 
man who breathed a syllable against the senseless bigotry of the two Georges, 
or hinted at the abominable tyranny and persecution exercised upon Catholic 
Ireland, was shunned as unfit for the relations of social life. Not a murmur 
against any abuse was permitted ; to say a word against the suitorcide delays 
of tile Court of Chancery, or the cruel punishments of the Game Laws, 
or against any abuse which a rich man inflicted, or a poor man suffered, 
was treason against the Plousiocracf/j and was bitterly and steadily resented. 
Lord Grey had not then taken off the bearing-rein j&om the English people, 
as Sir Francis Head has now done from horses. 

To set on foot such a Journal in such times, to contribute towards it 
for many years, to bear patiently the reproach and poverty which it caused, 
and to look back and see that I have nothmg to retract, and no intempe- 
rance and violence to reproach mjrself with, is a career of life which I must 
think to be extremely fortunate. Strange and ludicrous are the changes in 
human affairs. The Tories are now on the treadmill, and the well-paid 
Whigs are riding in chariots : with many faces, however, looking out of the . 
wmdows, (mcluding that of our Prime Minister,) which I never remember to 
have seen in the days of the poverty and depression of Whiggism. Libe- 
rality is now a lucrative business. Whoever has any institution to destroy, 
may consider himself as a commissioner, and his fortune as made; and to 
my utter and never ending astonishment, I, an old Edinburgh Reviewer, 
find myself fighting, in the year 1839, agamst the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Bishop of London, for the existence of the National Church. 

aS 
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vrp«9»i»xA has had the good fortune to see 
Dt, Parrs wig, Must have observed, that while 
it trespasses a little on the orthodox magnitude 
of perakes in the anterior parts, it scorns eren 
Episcopal limits behind, and swells oat into 
booadless conTexity of frizz, the ftwyA ^aufiut of 
barbers, and the terror of the literary world. 
After the manner of his wig, the Doctorf has 
Gonstmcted his sermon, giving ns a discourse 
of no common length, and subjoining an im- 
measurable mass of notes, which appear to 
concern cTery learned thing, every learned 
man, and almost every unlearned man since 
the beginning of the world. 

For his text, I>r. Parr has chosen GaL vi. 10. 
M wt havt thtrefort cpporUmity, let tu do good to 
M HKii, etptciculy to tho§e who art of the hoiuehold 
^ faith. After a short preliminary comparison 
between the dangers of the selfish system, and 
the modem one of universal benevolence, he 
diTJdes his sermon into two parts : in the first, 
examining how far, by the constitution of hu- 
man nature, and the circumstances of human 
life, the principles of particular and universal 
benevolence are compatible : in the last, com- 
menting on the nature of the charitable institu- 
tion for which he is preaching. 

The former part is levelled against the doc- 
trines of Mr. Godwin ; and, here. Dr. Parr ex- 
poses, very strongly and happily, the folly of 
making universal benevolence the immediate 
wtotive of our actions. As we consider this, 
though of no very difficult execution, to be by 
&r the best part of the sermon, we shall very 
willingly make some extracts from it. 

"To me it appears, that the modem advo- 
cates for universal philanthropy have fallen 
into the error charged upon those who are fas- 
cinated by a violent and extraordinary fondness 
for what a celebrated author calls < some moral 



• Mfcl AnMn-prMcbed at Christ Church apon Eu- 
ter-'nesday, April 15, 1800. To which are added, Notei 
It Bamusl PAaa, LL.D. Prioted fbr J. Bfawman ia the 
iMtry. 1801. 

f A great tcbolar, ai itMle and violent as most Greek 
Kbolara are, anlcM they happen to be Bishop*, lie has 
left nothing behind him worth leaving: he was rather 
■tted for the law than the church, and would have been 
A nore considerable man, if he had been more knocked 
•boat among his equals. He lived with country gen- 
tlemim «nd dergymen, who flsf ter^d soil feared him. 



species.' Some men, it has been jremarked* 
are hurried into romantic adventures, by their 
excessive admiration of fortitude. Others are 
actuated by a headstrong zeal for disseminat- 
ing the true religion. Hence, while the only 
properties, for which fortitude or zeal can be 
esteemed, are scarcely discernible, from the 
enormous bulkiness to which Uiey are swollen, 
the ends to which alone they can be directed 
usefully are overlooked or defeated ; the public 
good is impaired, rather than increased; and 
the claims that other virtues eqjially obligatorv 
have to our notice are totally disregarded* 
Thus, too, when any dazzling phantoms of 
universal philanthropy have seized our atten- 
tion, the objects that formerly engaged it shrink 
and fade. All considerations of kindred, 
friends, and countrymen, drop from the mind, 
during the struggles it makes to grasp the col- 
lective interests of the species ; and when the 
association that attached us to them has been 
dissolved, the notions we have formed of their 
comparative insignificance will prevent them 
from recovering, I do not sav any hold what- 
soever, but that itroHg and laeting hold they 
once had upon our conviction and our feelings. 
Universal benevolence, should it, from any 
strange combination of circumstances, ever 
become passionate, will, like every other pas- 
sion, justify itself; and the importunity of its 
demands to obtain a hearing will be propoi^ 
tionate to the weakness of its cause. But 
what are the consequences t A perpetual 
wrestling for victory between the refinements 
of sophistry, and the remonstrances of indig- 
nant nature— the agitations of secret distrust 
in opinions which gain few or no proselytes, 
and feelings which excite little or no sympalbv 
— the neglect of all the usual duties, by which 
social life is preserved or adorned ; and ia the 
pursuit of other duties which are unusual, and 
indeed imaginary, a succession of airy projects 
eager hopes, tumultuous efibrts, and galling 
disappointments, such, in truth, as every wise 
man foresaw, and a good man would rarely 
commiserate." 

In a subsequent part of his sermon, Dr. 
Parr handles the same to^c ^^^ ^^^(al 
success. 



It 
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"The stoics, it has been said, were more 
soccessful in weakening the tender affections, 
than in animating men to the stronger virtues 
of fortitnde and self-command ; and possible 
it is, that the influence of onr modem reform- 
ers maj be greater, in Aimishing their disciples 
with pleas for the neglect of their ordinary 
duties, than in stimulating their endeavours 
for the performance of those which are extra- 
ordinary, and perhaps ideal. If, indeed^ the 
representations we have lately heard of uni- 
versal philanthropy served only to amuse the 
fancy of those who approve of them, and to 
communicate that pleasure which arises from 
contemplating the magnitude and grandeur of 
a favourite subject, we might be tempted to 
smile at them as groundless and harmless. 
But they tend to debase the dignity, and to 
weaken the efficacy of those particular affec- 
tions, for which we have daily and hourly 
occasion in the events of real life. They 
tempt us to substitute the ease of speculation, 
and the pjryle of dogmatism, for tne toil of prac- 
tice. To a class of artificial and ostentatious 
sentiments, they give the most dangerous 
triumph over the genuine and salutary dictates 
of nature. They delude and inflame our minds 
with pharisaicad notions of sui>erior wisdom 
and superior virtue ; and, what is the worst of 
all, they may be used as * a cloke to us' for 
insensibility, where other men feel; and for 
negligence, where other men act with vitibU 
and meful, though limUed, effect" 

In attempting to show the connection be- 
tween particular and universal benevolence. 
Dr. Parr does not appear to us to have taken a 
clear and satisfactory view of the subject Na- 
ture impels us both to good and bad actions ; 
and, even in the former, gives us no measure 
by which we may prevent them from degenerat- 
ing into excess. Rapine and revenge are not 
less natural than parental and filial affection; 
which latter class of feelings may themselves 
be a source of crimes, if they overpower (as 
they frequently do) the sense of justice. It is 
no^ therefore, a sufficient justification of our 
actions, that they are natural. We must seek, 
from our reason, some principle which will 
enable us to determine what impulses of nature 
we are to obey, and what we are to resist: 
such is that of general utility, or, what is the 
same thing, of universal good ; a principle 
which sanctifies and limits the more particular 
affections. The duty of a son to a parent, or a 
parent to a son, is not an ultimate principle of 
morals, but depends on the principle of univer- 
sal good, and is only praiseworthy because it 
is found to promote it At the same time, our 
spheres of action and intelligence are so con- 
fined, that it is better, in a great majority of 
instances, to suffer our conduct to be guided 
Vy those afilbetions which have been long sane- 
tiened by die approbation of mankind, than to 
enter into a prooesa of reasoning, and investi- 
gate the Illation which every trifling event 
mi^t bear to the general interests of the world. 
In ms principle of universal benevolence, Mr. 
Godwin is unquestionably right That it is the 
grand principle on which all morals rest— that 
it is the corrective for the excess of all parti- 
rr//gr alfeetiatts, we believe io be undeniable : 



and he is onl^ erroneous in excluding the par- 
ticular affections, because, in so doing, he de- 
prives us of our most powerAil means of pro- 
moting his own principle of universal g«x>d ; 
for it is as much as to say, that all the crew 
ought to have the general welfare of the ship 
so much at heart that no sailor should ever 
pull any particular rope, or hand any tiufmAial 
sail. By universal benevolence, we mean, and 
understand Dr. Parr to mean, not a barren 
afifection for the species, but a desire to pro- 
mote their real happiness; and ot this princi- 
ple, he thus speaks : 

^ I admit, and I approve of it, as an tmoHon 
of which general happiness is the cause, but 
not as a passion, of which, according to the 
usual order of human affairs, it could oAen be 
the object. I approve of it as a disposition to 
wish, and, as opportunity may occur, to desire 
and do good, rather than harm, to those with 
whom we are quite unconnected." 

It would appear, from this kind of lan- 
guage, that a desire of promoting the universal 
good were a pardonable weakness, rather than 
a fundamental principle of ethics; that the 
particular affections were incapable of excess; 
and that they never wanted the corrective of a 
more generous and exalted feeling. In a sub- 
sequent part of his sermon. Dr. Parr atones a 
little for this over-zealous depreciation of the 
principle of universal benevolence; but he 
nowhere states the partiesiar affections to 
derive their value and their limits from their 
subservience to a more extensive philanthro- 
py. He doles not show us that they exist only 
as virtues, from their instrumentsiity in pro- 
moting the general good; and that, to preserve 
their true character, they should be frequently 
referred to that principle as their proper crite- 
rion. 

In the latter part of his sermon. Dr. Parr 
combats the general objections of Mr. TurgoC 
to all charitable institutions, with considerable 
vigour and success. To say that an institution 
is necessarily bad, because it will not alwajrs 
be administered with the same zeal, proves a 
little too much; for it is an objection to po- 
litical and religious, as well as to charitable 
institutions ; and, from a lively apprehension 
of the fluctuating characters of those who 
govern, would leave the world without any 
government at all. It is better there should be 
an asylum for the mad, and a hospital for the 
wounded, if they were to squander away 50 
per eenL of their income, than that we should 
be disgusted with sore limbs, and shocked by 
straw-crowned monarchs in the streets. All 
institutions of this kind must suffer the risk 
of being governed by more or less of probity 
and talents. The good which one active cha 
racier effects, and the wise order which h« 
establishes, may outlive him for a long period 
ana we all hale each other's crimes, by whicL 
we gain nothing, so much, that in proportion 
as public opinion acquires ascendency in any 
particular country, every public institatioa 
becomes more and more guarantied from 
abuse. 

Upon the whole, this sermon is rather the 
production of what is called a sensible, than 
of a veiy acute man; of a man certainly 
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( remarkable for his learning than his ori- ' 
pnalitj. It refutes the very refatable positions 
of Mr. Godwin, withoat placing the doctrine of 
benetrolence in a clear light; and it almost 
laaTes ns to suppose, that the particular affec- 
tions are themselves ultimate principles of ac- 
tion, instead of convenient instruments of a 
more general principle. 

The style is such as to give a general im- 
pression of heaviness to the whole sermon. 
TiM Doctor is never pimple and natural for a 
single instant. Every thing smells of the rhe- 
torician. He never appears to forget himself, 
or to be hurried by his subject into obvious 
language. Every expression seems to be the 
Ksult of artifice and intention ; and as to the 
worUiy dedicatees, the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men, unless the sermon be done into EngltMh by 
apenon of honour, they may perhaps be flatter- 
ed by the Doctor's politeness, but they can 
never be much edified by his meaning. Dr. 
Parr seems to think, that eloquence consists 
Bot in exuberance of beautiful images— not in 
aimple and sublime conceptions — not in the 
feelings of the passions ; but in a studious ar- 
rangement of fOMorouf, exotic, and eeequipedal 
words : a very ancient error, which corrupts 
the style of young, and wearies the patience 
of sensible men. In some of his combinations 
of words the Doctor is singularly unhappy. 
We have the din of tuperfieial caviUen, tke 
prmuingt of giddff oeteniation, flattering vanity^ 
Mmng tarn, dank dod, &e. dec. dec The fol- 
lowing intrusion of a technical word into a 
pathetic description renders the whole passage 
almost ludicrous. 

** Within a few days, mute was the tongue 
that uttered these celestial sounds, and the hand 
which signed your indenture lay cold and mo- 
tionless in the dark and dreary chambers of 
death." 

In page 16, Dr. Parr, in speaking of the in- 
dentures of the hospital, a subject (as we should 
have thought) liule calculated for rhetorical 
panegyric, says of them— 

* If the writer of whom I am speaking had 
perused, as I have, your indentures, and your 
rules, be would have found in them serious- 
ness without austerity, earnestness without ex- 
travagance, good sense without the trickeries 
of art, good language without the trappings of 
ibetorie, and the firmness of conscious worth, 
rather than the prancings of giddy ostentar 
lion." 

The latter member of this eloge would not 
be wholly unintelligible, if applied to a spirited 
eoaeh horse ; but we have never yet witnessed 
the phenomenon of a prancing indenture. 

It is not our intention to follow Dr. Parr 
through the copious and varied learning of his 
Botes ; in the perusal of which we have been 
as much delighted with the richness of his ac- 
quisitions, the vigour of his understanding, and 
ue genuine goodness of his heart, as we have 
been amused with his ludicrous self-impon- 
ance,dnd the miraculous simplicity of his cha- 
fMler. W% would rather recommend it to the 
Doctor to publish an annual list of worthies, as 
a kind of stimulus to literary men ; to be in' 
eluded in which, wW anqaestion&bJy be con- 



sidered as great an honour, as for a commoner 
to be elevated to the peerage. A line of Greel^ 
a line of Latin, or no line at all, subsequent to 
each name, will distinguish, with sufficient ac- 
curacy, the shades of merit, and the degree of 
immortality conferred. 

Why should Dr. Parr confine this euhgomo' 
nia to the literary characters of this island 
alone ? In the university of Benares, in the 
lettered kingdom of Ava, among the Mandarins 
at Pekin, there must, doubtless, be many men 
who have the eloquence of* B<t^«o{, the feel- 
ing of T«iXM»of, and the judgment of fiiu^, of 
whom Dr. rarr might be happy to say, that 
they have profundity without obscurity — per- 
spicuity without prolixity— ornament without 
glare — terseness without barrenness — ^penetra- 
tion without subtlety— comprehensiveness with- 
out digression — and a great number of other 
things without a great number of other things. 

In spite of 32 pages of very close printing, 
in defence of the University of Oxford, is it, or 
is it not true, that very many of its Professors 
enjoy ample salaries, without reading any lec- 
tures at all 1 The character of particular col- 
leges will certainly vary with the character of 
their governors ; but the University of Oxford 
so far differs from Dr. Parr in the commenda^ 
lion he has bestowed upon its state of pubUe 
education, that they have, since the publication 
of his book, we believe, and forty years after 
Mr. €ribbon*s residence, completely abolished 
their very ludicrous and disgraceful exercises 
for degrees, and have substituted in their place 
a system of exertion, and a scale of academical 
honours, calculated (we are willing to hope) to 
produce the happiest effects. 

We were very sorry, in reading Dr. Parr's 
note on the Universities, to meet with (he fol- 
lowing passage : — 

** III would it become me tamely and silently 
to acquiesce in the strictures of this formidable 
accuser upon a seminary to which I owe many 
obligations, though I left it, as must not be dis- 
sembled, before the usual time, and, in truth, 
had been almost compelled to leave it, not by 
the want of proper education, for I had arrived 
at the first place in the first form of Harrow 
School, when I was not quite fourteen — ^not hj 
the want of useful tutors, for mine were emi- 
nently able, and to me had been uniformly 
kind — ^not by the want of ambition, for I had 
begun to look up ardently and anxiously to 
academical distinctions — not by the want of at- 
tachment to the place, for I regarded it then, as 
I continue to regard it now, with the fondest 
and most unfeigned affection — but by another 
want, which it were unnecessary to name, and 
for the supply of which, after some hesitation^ 
I determined to provide bv patient toil and re- 
solute self-denial, when I had not completed 
my twentieth year. I ceased, therefore, to re- 
side, with an aching heart: I looked back with 
mingled feelings of regret and humiliation to 
advantages of which I could no longer partake, 
and honours to which I could no longer 
aspire." 

To those who know the truly honourable 

, Si Badp9W9 K«l ♦i\w TaIXmmv. 1i«% Vf^ ^ ^^^ 
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and respectable character of Dr. Parr, the vast 
extent of his learning, and the unadulterated 
benevolence of his nature, such an account 
cannot but be very affecting, in spite of the bad 
taste in which it is communicated. How pain- 
ful to reflect, that a truly devout and attentive 



minister, a strenuous defender of the churcb 
establishment, and by far the most learned 
man of his day, should be permitted to languish 
on a little paltry curacy in Warwickshire I 

DttiMllon,ftfl.ftfl.* 



DR. RENNELt 



[EDUfBUBOH Revibw, 1802.] 



Wk have no modern sermons in the English 
language that can be considered as very elo- 
quent. The merits of Blair (by far the most 
popular writer of sermons within the last cen- 
tury) are plain good sense, a happy applica- 
tion of scriptural quotation, and a clear har- 
monious style, richly tinged with scriptural 
language. He generally leaves his readers 
pleased with his judgment, and his just obser- 
vations on human conduct, without ever rising 
so high as to touch the great passions, or kindle 
any enthusiasm in favour of virtue. For elo- 
quence, we must ascend as high as the days of 
Barrow and Jeremy Taylor : and even there, 
while we are delighted with their energy, their 
copiousness, and their fancy, we are in danger 
of being suffocated by a redundance which 
abhors all discrimination; which compares 
till it perplexes, and illustrates till it confounds. 

To the Oatei of Tillotson, Sherlock, and At- 
terbury, we must wade through many a barren 
page, in which the weary Christian can descry 
nothing all around him but a dreary expanse 
of trite sentiments and languid words. 

The great object of modem sermons is to 
hazard nothing : their characteristic is, decent 
debility ; which alike guards their authors from 
ludicrous errors, and precludes them from 
striking beauties. Every man of sense, in 
taking up an English sermon, expects to find 
it a tedious essay, full of commonplace morali- 
ty ; and if the fulfilment of such expectations 
be meritorious, the clergy have certainly the 
merit of not disappointing their readers. Yet 
it is curious to consider, how a body of men so 
well educated, and so magnificently endowed 
as the English clergy, should distinguish them- 
selves so little in a species of composition to 
which it is their peculiar duty, as well as their 
ordinary habit, to attend. To solve this diffi- 
culty, it should be remembered, that the elo- 
quence ot the Bar and of the Senate force them- 
selves into notice, power, and wealth— Uiat the 
penalty which an individual client pays for 
choQsinpr a bad advocate, is the loss of his 
cause— that a prime minister must infallibly 
suffer in the estimation of the public, who neg- 
lects to conciliate the eloquent men, and trusts 
the defence of his measures to those who have 
not adequate talents for that purpose : whereas 
the only evil which accrues Irom the promotion 
of a clergyman to the pulpit, which he has no 
Mb/Iity to an as he ought, is the fatigue of the 
madi^ncB, %od tbe^ discredit of thai species of 



public instruction ; an evil so general, that no 
individual patron would dream of sacrificing 
to it his particular interest The clergy are 
generally appointed to their situations by those 
who have no interest that they should please 
the audience before whom they speak ; while 
the very reverse is the case in the eloquence 
of the Bar, and of Parliament. We by no 
means would be understood to say, that the 
clergy should owe their promotion principallv 
to their eloquence, or that eloquence ever could, 
consistently with the constitution of the English 
Church, be made out a common cause of pre- 
ferment. In pointing out the total want of con« 
nection between the privilege of preachings 
and the power of preaching well, we are giving 
no opinion as to whether it might, or might not 
be remedied ; but merely stating a fact. Pulpit 
discourses have insensibly dwindled from 
speaking to reading ; a practice, of itself, suf- 
ficient to stifle every germ of eloquence. It is 
only by the fresh feelings of the heart, that man* 
kind can be very powerfully affected. What 
can be more ludicrous, than an orator deliver- 
ing stale indignation, and fervour of a week 
old ; turning over whole pages of violent pas- 
sions, written out in German text; reading the 
tropes and apostrophes into which he is hurried 
by the ardour of his mind ; and so affected at a 
preconcerted line, and page, that he is unable 
to proceed any farther ! 

ilie prejudices of the English nation have 
proceeded a good deal from their hatred to the 
French ; and because that country is the na- 
tive soil of elegance, animation, and grace, a 
certain patriotic solidity, and loyal awkward- 
ness, have become the characteristics of this ; 
so that an adventurous preacher is afraid of 
violating the ancient tranquillity of the pulpit ; 
and the audience are commonly apt to consider 
the man who tires them less than usual, as a 
trifler, or a charlatan. 

Of British education, the study of eloquence 
makes little or no part. The exterior graces 
of a speaker are despised; and debating socie- 
ties (admirable institutions, under proper regu- 
lations) would hardly be tolerated either at Ox- 
ford or Cambridge. It is commonly answered 
to any animadversions upon the eloquence of 

* Tbe courtly pbrue wm, that Dr. Parr was not a yr»- 
irndtU maa. Tha aama phraaa was used fbr tlM aenaet 
ofPatoy. 

^Diac9mr§$a en Vmrimu SuhUeis. By TRomas Rnr- 
R SL, D.D. Mtater of tlw Temple . Rivlnfton, Loadoa. 
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Ike Boglish pnlpit, thai a elergf man is to re- 
commeQd himself, not by his eloquence, bnt bj 
(ke pQiitj of his life, and the soundness of his 
doctriDe; an objection good enough, if any 
connection could be pointed out between elo- 
quence, heresy, and dissipation; but if it is 
possible for a man to live well, preach well, 
and teach well, at the same time, such objec- 
tions, resting only upon a supposed incompati- 
bility of these good qualities, are duller than 
tfie dnlness they defend. 

The clergy are apt to shelter themselves 
under the plea, that subjects so exhausted are 
utterly incapable of novelty ; and, in the very 
strictest sense of the word novelty, meaning that 
which was never said before, at any time, or 
in any place, this may be true enough, of the 
first principles of morals ; but the modes of ex- 
panding, illustrating, and enforcing a particular 
theme are capable of infinite variety; and, if 
they were not, this might be a very good rea- 
son for. preaching cummonplace sermons, but 
is a very bad one for publishing them. 

We had great hopes, that Dr. Rennel*s 8ei> 
mons would have proved an exception to the 
character we have given of sermons in gene- 
ral ; and we have read through his present vo- 
lame with a conviction rather that he has mis- 
applied, than that he wants, talents for pulpit 
eloiqaence. The sub/ects of his sermons, four- 
teen in number, are, 1. The consequences of 
the vice of gaming : 2. On old age : 3. Benevo- 
lence exclusively an evangelical virtue : 4. The 
services rendered to the English nation by the 
Ghnreh of England, a motive for liberality to 
the orphan children of indigent ministers : 5. On 
the grounds and regulation of national joy: 
•. On the connection of the duties of loving the 
brolheiiiood, fearing God, and honouring the 
King : 7. On the guilt of blood-thirstiness : 8. On 
atonement : 9. A visitation sermon : 10. Great 
Britain's naval strength, and insular situation, 
a cause of gratitude to Almighty God: 11. Ig- 
Boimnce productive of atheism, anarchy, and 
snperstition : IS, 13, 14. On the sting of death, 
the strength of sin, and the victory over them 
both by Jesns Christ 

Dr. Renners first sermon, npon the conse- 
qaences of gaming, is admirable for its strength 
it laagnage, its sound good sense, and the 
vigour with which it combats that detestable 
▼ice. From this sermon, we shall, with great 
pleasure, make an extract of some length. 

"Farther to this sordid habit the gamester 
Joins a disposition to vbaud, and that of the 
fmatiu$t cast To those who soberly and fairly 
appreciate the real nature of human actions, 
nothing appears more inconsistent than that 
focleties of men, who have incorporated them- 
lelves for the express purpose of gaming, should 
disclaim fraud or indirection, or affect to drive 
from their assemblies those among their asso- 
ciates whose crimes would reflect disgrace on 
Ihem. Surely this, to a considerate mind, is as 
scriemn and refined a banter .as can well be 
exhibited : for when we take into view the vast 
latitude allowed by the most upright gamesters, 
when we reflect that, according to their precious 
ouraistry, every advantage may be legitimately 
taken of the young, the unwary, and the ine- 
briatedy which superior eoolaess, akilU Mddress, 



and activity can supply, we must look upon 
pretences to honesty as a most shameless ag- 
gravation of their crimes. Even if it were pos- 
sible that, in his own practices, a man might 
be a VAiB oAxasTSR, yet, for the result of the 
extended frauds committed by his fellows, he 
stands deeply accountable to God, his country, 
and his conscience. To a system necessarily 
implicated with fraud; to associations of men, 
a large majority of whom subsist by fraud ; to 
habits calculated to poison the source and 
principle of all integrity, he gives efficacy, 
countenance, and concurrence.. Even his vir- 
tues he suffers to be subsidiary to the cause of 
vice. He sees with calmness, depredation 
committed daily and hourly in his company, 
perhaps under his very roof. Yet men of this 
description declaim (so desperately deceitful is 
the heart of man) against the very knaves they 
cherish and protect, and whom, perhaps, with 
some poor sophistical refuge for a worn-out 
conscience, they even imitate. To such, let 
the Scripture speak with emphatical decision 
— When thou iatrest a thief , then thou eonwentedni 
with him" 

The reader will easily observe, in this quota- 
tion, a command of language, and a power of 
style, very superior to what is met with in the 
great mass of sermons. We shall make one 
more extract. 

** Bnt in addition to fraud, and all its train of 
crimes, propensities and habits of a very diffe- 
rent complexion enter into the composition of 
a gamester : a most ungovernable vxrocitt or 
iixspoaiTiosr, however for a time disguised and 
latent, is invariably the result of his system of 
conduct. Jealousy, rage, and revenge, exist 
among gamesters in their worst and most fran- 
tic excesses, and end frequently in conse- 
quences of the most atrocious violence and 
outrage. By perpetual agitation the malignant 
passions spurn and overwhelm every boundary 
which discretion and conscience can oppose. 
From what source are we to trace a very large 
number of those murders, sanctioned or paili* 
ated indeed by custom, but which stand at the 
tribunal of God precisely upon the same 
grounds with every other species of murder!— 
From the gaming-table, from the nocturnal re- 
ceptacles of distraction and frenzy, the duellist 
rushes with his hand lifted up against his bro- 
ther's life!— Those who are as yet on the 
threshold of these habits should be warned, that 
however calm their neUwral temperament, how- 
ever meek and placable their disposition, yet 
that, by the events which every moment arise, 
they stand exposed to the ungovernable fuir 
of themselves and others. In the midst of fraud, 
protected by menace on the one hand, and on 
the other, of despair ; irritated by a recollection 
of the meanness of the artifices and the bas^ 
ness of the hands by which utter and remediless 
ruin has been inflicted ; in the midst of these 
feelings of horror and distraction it is, that the 
voice of brethren's blood 'crieth unto Qod from 
the ground^ — * and now art thou eurted from th$ 
earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 
hrothtr'B blood from thy hand* Not only THOU 
who actually sheddcst that blood, bu^Ta»ti Vv»» 
art the artificer of dea\\ir-\\iow ^\vo %Wiva- 
tarest iueentiTes to tY«ae YiaVAx*— ^t» ^awewx 
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natest the practice of them — improvest the 
skill in them — sharpenest the propensity to 
them— at tht hands will it be required, surely, 
at the tribunal of God in the next world, and 
perhaps, in most instances, in his distributive 
and awful dispensations towards thee and thine 
here on earth. 

Having paid this tribute of praise to Dr. 
Kennel's first sermon, we are sorry so soon to 
change ourenlogium into censure, and to blame 
him for having selected for publication so many 
sermons touching directly and indirectly upon 
the French Revolution. We confess ourselves 
long since wearied with this kind of discourses, 
bespattered with blood and brains, and ringing 
eternal changes upon atheism, cannibalism, 
and apostasy. Upon the enormities of the 
French Revolution there can be but one opinion ; 
bat the subject is not fit for the pulpit. The 
public are disgusted with it to satiety ; and we 
can never help remembering, that this politico- 
orthodox rage in the mouth of a preacher may 
be profitable as well as sincere. Upon such 
subjects as the murder of the Queen of France, 
and the great events of these days, it is not pos- 
sible to endure the draggling and the daubing 
of such a ponderous limner as Dr. Rennel, 
after the ethereal touches of Mr. Burke. In 
events so truly horrid in themselves, the field 
is so tasy for a declaimer, that we set little 
value upon the declamation; and the mind, on 
such occasions, so easily outruns ordinary 
description, that we are apt to feel more, before 
a mediocre oration begins, than it even aims 
at inspiring. 

We are surprised that Dr. Rennel, from 
among the great number of subjects which he 
must have discussed in the pulpit (the interest 
iiT which must be permanent and universal), 
should have published such an empty and 
frivolous sermon as that upon the victory of 
Lord Nelson ; a sermon good enough for the 
garrulity of joy, when the phrases, and the ex- 
altation of the Porcupine, or the True Briton, 
may pass for eloquence or sense ; but utterly 
unworthy of the works of a man who aims at 
a place among the great teachers of morality 
and religion. 

Dr. Rennel is apt to put on the appearance 
of a holy bully, an evangelic; \ swaggerer, as 
if he coald carry his point against infidelity by 
big words and strong abuse, and Kick and cufi* 
men into Christians. It is a very easy thing to 
talk aboat the shallow impostures, and the silly 
ignorant sophisms of Voltaire, Rousseau, Con- 
dorcet, D'Alembert, and Volney, and to say 
that Hame is not worth answering. This af- 
fectation of contempt will not do. While these 
pernicious writers have power to allure from 
the church great numbers of proselytes, it is 
better to study them diligently, and to reply to 
them satisfactorily, than to veil insolence, want 
of power, or want of industry, by a pretended 
contempt; which may leave infidels and 
wavering Christians to suppose that such 
writers are abused, because they are feared ; 
and not answered, because they are unanswer- 
able. While every body was abusing and 
debpising Mr. Godwin, and while Mr. Godwin 
WMS, Mmong a certain description of under- 
^iMitdiiuga, iocreBsiag every day in popularity. 



Mr. Malthus* took the trouble of refuting him; 
and we hear no more of Mr. Godwin. We 
recommend this example to the consideration 
of Dr. Rennel, who seems to think it more use- 
ful, and more pleasant, to rail than to fight. 

After the world has returned to its sober 
senses upon the merits of the ancient philoso- 
phy, it is amusing enough to see a few bad 
headi bawling for the restoration of exploded 
errors and past infatuation. We have some 
dozen of plethoric phrases about Aristotle, who 
is, in the estimation of the Doctor, << rex et tutor 
bonus, and every thing else ; and to the neglect 
of whose works he seems to attribute every 
moral and physical evil under which the world 
has groaned for the last century. Dr. Rennel's 
admiration of the ancients is so great, that he 
considers the works of Homer to be the region 
and depository of natural law, and natural reli- 
gion.f Now, if, by natural religion, is meant 
the will of God collected from his works, and 
the necessity man is under of obeying it; it is 
rather extraordinary that Homer should be so 
good a natural theologian, when the divinities 
he has painted are certainly a more drunken, 
quarrelsome, adulterous, intriguing, lascivious 
set of beings, than are to be met with in the 
most profligate court in Europe. There is, 
every now and then, some plain coarse morality 
in Homer ; but the most bloody revenge, and 
the most savage cruelty in warfare, the ravish- 
ing of women, and the sale of men, dec dec 
dec. are circumstances which the old bard 
seems to relate as the ordinary events of his . 
timesr, without ever dreaming that there-could 
be much harm in them ; and if it be urged 
that Homer took his ideas of right and wrong 
from a barbarous age, that is just saying, in 
other words, that Homer had very imperfect 
ideas of natural law. 

Having exhausted all his powers of eulogium 
upon the times that are gone. Dr. Rennel in- 
demnifies himself by the very novel practice 
of declaiming against the present age. It is 
an evil age — an aduUeroug age — an ignorant age — 
an apoilate age — and a, foppish age. Of the pro- 
priety of the last epithet, our readers may per- 
haps be more convinced, by calling to mind a 
class of fops not usually designated by that_ 
epithet — men clothed in profound black, with* 
large canes, and strange amorphous hats — of 
big speech, and imperative presence — talkers 
about Plato— great afiecters af senility— de- 
spisers of women, and all the graces of life — 
fierce foes to common sense — abusive of tne 
living, and approving no one who has not been 
dead for at least a century. Quch fops, as vain 
and as shallow as their fraternity in Bond 
street, difi*er from these only as Gorgonius dif- 
fered from Rufillus. 

In the ninth Discourse (p. 326), we read of 
St. Paul, that he had <* an heroic zeal, directed, 
rather than bounded, by the nicest discretion^- 
a conscious and commanding dignity, softened 
by the meekest ^d most profound humility." 



* I cannot read the name of Ualthus without adding 
niy tribute of affection (br the memory of oneiof the beat 
men that ever lived. lie loved philosophical truth mora 
tiian any man I ever knew, — waa ftili of practical wia- 
dom,— and never indulged in contemptuous feelings 
agalnat bla Inferiora in undentandlaf . 

tPiftSlS 



W0BK8 OP THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



1ft 



TUs is intended for a fine piece of writing ; 
b«t it is ivithout meaning : for, if words hare 
mJDj limits, it is a contradietumin termt to say of 
die ccMw person, at the tami^ time, that he is 
lueely discreet, and heroically zealous ; or that 
he is profoundly humble, and imperatively dig- 
atted : and if Dr. Rennef means, that St. Paul 
displajred these qualities at different times, then 
ecnud not any one of them direct or soften the 



8ennons are so seldom examined with any 
eonaiderable degree of critical vigilance, that we 
are apt to discover in them sometimes a great 
lazitr of assertion : such as the following: — 

"Labour to be undergone, afflictions to be 
bom^ contradictions to be endured, danger to 
be braved, interest to be despised in the best 
and most flourishing ages of the church, are 
the perpetual badges of far the greater part of 
those who take up their cross and follow 
Christ" 

This passage, at first, struck us to be nnlme ; 
and we could not immediately recollect the 
afllictions Dr.Rennel alluded to, till it occurred 
to us, that he must undoubtedly mean the eight 
hundred and fifty actions which, in the course 
of eighteen months, have been brought against 
the clergy for non-residence. 

Upon the danger to be apprehended from 
Bonian Catholics in this country, Dr. Rennel is 
laoghabte. We should as soon dream that the 
wars of York and Lancaster would break out 
afresh, as that the Protestant religion in Eng- 



land has any thing to apprehend from die 
machinations of Catholics. To such a scheme 
as that of Catholic emancipation, which has 
for its oMect to restore their natural rights to 
three or four millions of men, and to allay the 
fury of religious hatred. Dr. Rennel is, as might 
be expected, a very streniious antagonist Time, 
which lifts up the veil of political mystery, will 
inform us if the Doctor has taken that side of 
the question which may be as lucrative to him- 
self as it is inimical to human happiness, and 
repugnant to enlightened policy. 

Of Dr. Rennel's talents as a reasoner, we 
certainly have formed no very hish opinion. 
Unless dogmatical assertion, and me practice 
(but too common among theologies writers) 
of taking the thing to be proved, for part of the 
proof, can be considered as evidence of a 
logical understanding, the specimens of argu- 
ment Dr. Rennel has afforded us are very in- 
significant For putting obvious truths into 
vehement language ; for expanding and adorn- 
ing moral instruction ; this gentleman certain- 
ly possesses considerable talents: and if he 
will moderate his insolence, steer clear of 
theological metaphysics, and consider rather 
those great laws of Christian practice, which 
must interest mankind- through all ages, than 
the petty questions which are important to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for the time beings 
he may live beyond his own days, and become 
a star of the third or fourth magnitude in the 
English Church. 



JOHN BOWLES.* 

[Edinburqh Revisw, 1802.] 



Ir this piece be, as Mr. Bowles asserts,f the 
death-warrant of the liberty and power of Great 
Britain, we will venture to assert, that it is also 
the death-warrant of Mr. Bowles's literary re- 
pitation; and that the people of this island, 
if they verify his predictions, and cease to read 
his books, whatever they may lose in political 
greatness, will evince no small improvement 
in critical acumen. There is a political, as 
well as a bodily hypochondriasis; and there 
ire empirics sdways on the watch to make 
Iheir prey, either of the one or of the other. 
Dr. Solomon, Dr. Brodum, and Mr. Bowles, 
have all commanded their share of the public 
tttention: but the two former gentlemen con- 
tinue to flourish with undiminished splendour; 
while the patients of the latter are fast dwin- 
dling away, and his drugs falling into disuse 
•■d contempt 



• MflcfJMw «f tU C»mliuUn ef tJU Wmrt Being a 
Beqwl to Beflectkms on the PoUtieal and Moral Bute of 
Boelety at tto Oloae of tlie Eigliteentli Centunr. Tibe 
ThM BdMon, wtth Addltlona. By Jom BowLsa, 

tB is loipoMAito to SDiieelve the Hilifihievwin power of 
theeotnipi ahmliit ef those 4ayf, and tlM despotle 
mum u J awMch thsytatdstd^ir MaOurUy. Tbiy 
wifi Mr et^acia Ihr tor JRfisiBiyv JlevitfT. 



The truth is, if Mr. Bowles had beeun his 
literary career at a period when superior dis- 
crimination, and profound thought, not vulgar 
violence, and the eternal repetition of rabble- 
rousing words, were necessary to literary 
reputation, he would never have emerged 
from that obscurity to which he will soon 
turn. The intemperate passions of the public, 
not his own talents, have given him some tem- 
porary reputation ; and now, when men hope 
and fear vrith less eagerness than they have 
been lately accustomed to do, Mr. Bowles will 
be compelled to descend from that moderate 
eminence, where no man of real genius would 
ever have condescended to remahi. 

The paxnphlet is written in the genuine spi- 
rit of the Windham and Burke School ; thou^ 
Mr. Bowles cannot be called a servile copyist 
of either of these gentlemen, as he has rejected 
the logic of the one, and the eloquence of the 
other, and imitated them only in their head 
strong violence, and exaggerated abxise. Thero 
are some men who continue to astonish and 
please the world, even in the support of a bad 
cause. They are mighty in theii iA2il^c^e^ vA 
beawtifinl in their ertoia. 'Wt.'Bcr«\«a i««^ 
onib^ one half of tliapttcia«ax% wA^&toto.^^^ 
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order to be fkmmii, tliKt he has nothing to do 
but to be in the wrong. 

War, eternal war, tUl the wrongs of Europe 
are aTenged, and the Bourbons restored, is the 
master-principle of Mr. Bowles's political opi- 
nions, and the object for which he declaims 
through the whole of the present pamphlet. 

The first apprehensions which Mr. Bowles 
seems to entertain, are of the boundless am- 
bition and perfidious character of the First 
Consnl, and of that military despotism he has 
established, which is not only impelled by the 
love of conquest, but interested, for its own 
preservation, to desire the overthrow of other 
states. Yet the author informs us, immediate- 
ly after, that the life of Buonaparte is exposed 
to more dangers than that of any other indi- 
vidual in Europe who is not actually in the 
last stee of an incurable disease; and that 
his death, whenever it happens, must involve 
the dissolution of that machine of government, 
of which he must be considered not only as the 
sole director, but the main spring. Confusion 
of thought, we are told, is one of the truest 
indications of terror; and the panic of this 
alarmist is so very great, that he cannot listen 
to the consolation which he himself affords : 
€oT it appears, upon summing up these perils, 
that we are in the utmost danger of being de- 
stroyed by a despot, whose system of govern- 
ment, as dreadful as himself, cannot survive 
him, and who, in all human probability, will 
be shot or hanged before he can execute any 
one of his projects against us. 

We have a good deal of flourishing in the 
beginning of the pamphlet, about the effect of 
the moral sense upon the stability of govern- 
ments ; that is, as Mr. Bowles explains it, the 
power which all old governments derive from 
the opinion entertained by the people of the 
justice of their rights. If this sense of an- 
cient right be (as is here confidently asserted) 
strong enough ultimately to restore the Bour- 
bons, why are we to fight for that which will 
be done without any fighting at all 1 And if 
it be strong enough to restore, why was it weak 
enough to render restoration necessary 1 
. To notice every singular train of reasoning 
into which Mr. Bowles falls, is not possible ; 
and, in the copious choice of evils, we shall, 
from feelings of mercy, take the least. 

It must not be forgotten, he observes, that 
* those rights of government, which, because 
they are ancient, are recognised by Uie moral 
sense as lawfhl, are the only ones which are 
compatible with civil liberty." So that all 
questions of right and wrong, between the 
governors and the governed, are determinable 
by chronology alone. Every political institu- 
tion is favourable to liberty, not according to 
its spirit, but in proportion to the antiquity of 
its date ; and the slaves of Great Britain are 
groaning under the trial by jury, while the free 
men of Asia exult in the bold privilege trans- 
mitted to them by their fathers, of being tram- 
pled to death by elephants. 

ni the 8th page, Mr. Bowles thinks that 

France, if ahe remains without a king, will 

Qonquer all Europe ; and, in the 19th page, 

.^/^^ wiU be an object of Divine vengeance 

r///sba takes one. fa the same pa«e, all the 



miseries of France are stated to be a judgment 
of Heaven for their cruelty to the king ; and, 
in the 33d page, they are discovered to pro- 
ceed from the perfidy of the same king to this 
country in the American contest. So that cer- 
tain misfortunes proceed from the maltreat- 
ment of a person, who had himself occasioned 
these identical misfortunes before he was mal« 
treated ; and while Providence is compelling 
the French, by every species of affliction, to 
resume the monarchical government, they axe 
to acquire such extraordinary vigour, from not 
acting as Providence would wish, that they 
arc to trample on every nation which co-ope- 
rates with tne Divine intention. 

In the 60th page, Mr. Bowles explains what 
is meant by Jacobinism; and, as a concluding 
proof of the justice with which the character 
is drawn, triumphantly quotes the case of a 
certain R. Mountain, who was tried for damn- 
ing all kings and all governments upon earth ; 
for, adds R. Mountain, '^ I am a Jacobin.'' No- 
body can more thoroughly detest and despise 
that restless spirit of political innovation, 
which, we suppose, is meant by the name of 
Jacobinism, than we ourselves do ; but we 
were highly amused with this proof, ab tbriU 
suioribus, of the prostration of Europe, the last 
hour of human felicity, the perdition of man, 
discovered in the crapulous eructations of a 
drunken cobler. 

This species of evidence might certainly 
have escaped a common observer : But tiiis is 
not all ; there are other proofs of treason and 
sedition, equally remote, sagacious, and pro- 
found. Many good subjects are not very 
much pleased with the idea of the Whig Club 
dining together ; but Mr. Bowles has the merit 
of first calling the public attention to the 
alarming practice of singing after dinner at 
these political meetings. He speaks with a 
proper horror of tavern dinners, 

"-—where conviviality is made a stimulus 
to disaffection — ^where wine serves only to in- 
flame disloyalty—where toasts are converted 
into a vehicle of sedition — and where the 
powers of harmony are called forth in the 
cause of Discord by those hireling singers, 
who are equally ready to invoke the Divine 
favour on the head of their King, or to strain 
their venal throats in chanting the triumphs of 
his bitterest enemies." 

All complaint is futile, which is not followed 
up by appropriate remedies. If Parliament, 
or Catarrh, do not save us, Dignum and Sedg^ 
wick will quaver away the Kmg, shake down 
the House of Lords, and warble us into all the 
horrors of republican government When, in 
addition to these dangers, we reflect also upon 
those with which our national happiness is 
menaced, by the present thinness of ladies' 
petticoats (p. 78), temerity may hope our sal- 
vation, but now can reason promise it ! 

One solitary gleam of comfort, indeed, 
beams upon us in reading the solemn devo- 
tion of this modem Curtius to the cause of his 
King and country — 

" My attachment to the British monarchy, 
and to the reigning family, is rooted in nj 
* heart's core.'— My anxiety for the Britisk 
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Uirone, pending the dangers to which, in com- 
mon with every other throne, it has lately been 
exposed, has imbittered my choicest comforts. 
And I must solenmly vow, before Almighty 
God, to derote myself, to the end of my days, 
to the maintenance of that throne.'' 

Whether this patriotism be original, or whe- 
ther it be copied from the Upholsterer in 
Fooie'i Farces, who sits up whole nights 
Mratching over the British constitation» we shall 
not stop to inquire ; because, when the practi- 
cal efieict of sentiments is good, we would not 
^immi^h their merits by investigating their 



origin. We seriously commend in Mr. Bowici 
this future dedication of his life' to the senrioc 
of his King and country ; and consider it as a 
virtual promise that he will write no more in 
their defence. No wise or good man has CTcr 
thought of either, but with admiration and ro- 
spect. That they should be exposed to that 
ridicule, by the forward imbecility of friend- 
ship, from which they appear to be protected 
by intrinsic worth, is so painful a considers 
tion, that the very thou^^t of it, we are per- 
suaded, will induce Mr. Bowles to desist from 
writing on political subjects. 



DR. LANGFORD/ 

[Edinburgh Review, 1802.] 



Av accident which happened to the gentle- 
man engaged in reviewing this Sermon proves, 
in the most striking manner, the importance 
of this charity for restoring to life persons in 
whom the vital power is suspended. He was 
discovered, with Dr. Langford'sf discourse 
lying open before him, in a state of the most 
profound sleep ; from which he could not, by 
any means, be awakened for a great length of 
time. By attending, however, to the rules pre- 
scribed by the Hanuuie Society, flinging in the 
smoke of tobacco, applying hot flannels, and 
carefully removing the discourse itself to a 
great distance, the critic was restored to his 
disconsolate brothers. 

The only accoant he could give of himself 
was, that he remembers reading on, regularly, 
till he came to the following pathetic descrip- 
tioo of a drowned tradesman ; beyond which 
he recollects nothing. 



" Bat to the individual himself, as a man, let 
us add the interruption to all the temporal 
business in which his interest was engaged. 
To him indeed, now apparently lost, the world 
is as nothing : but it seldom happens, that man 
can live for himself alone: society parcels oat 
its ooncerns in various connections ; and from 
one head issue waters which run down in 
many channels^— The spring being suddenly 
cut off*, what confusion must follow in Aie 
streams which have flowed from its source 1 
It may be, that all the expectations reasonably 
raised of approaching prosperity, to those who 
have embarked in the same occupation, maj 
at once disappear; and the:,important inter 
change of commercial faith be broken off, 
before it could be brought to any advantageous 
conclusion." 

This extract will sufBce for the style of the 
sermon. The charity itself is above all praise. 



ARCHDEACON NARES.t 

[Ediweurgh Review, 1802.] 



Fom the swarm of ephemeral sermons which 
issue from the press, we are principally in- 
debted to the vanity of popular preachers, who 
are puffed op by female praises into a belief, 
that what may be delivered, with great pro- 
priety, in a chapel full of visitors and friends, 
is fit for the deliberate attention of the public, 

• Jhni99r$mfTf Strmon of the Royal Humane Society. By 
W. Lahofokd, D. D. Printed tor F. and C. Rivington. 

f Tto tlito exceedingly foolisli roan, the flrst years of 
Etonian Education were intrusted. How is it possible 
lo inflict a greater misfortune on a country, tlian to fill 
■p rach an ofliee witti such an oiBcer 1 

XjS TUnkegiving for PUniy^ and Warning againtt 
Jivarks, A Sermon. By tlie Reverend Robkrt Nahss. 
Archdeacon of Stafford, and Canon Residentiary of 
Litchfleld. London : Printed for the author, and sold by 
Rtrfnctoni, St. Paul's Churcliyard. 

This waa another gentleman of the alarmbt tribe. 

a 



who cannot be influenced by the aecency of a 
clergyman's private life, flattered by the sedu- 
lous politeness of his manners, or misled by 
the fallacious circumstances of voice and 
action. A clergyman cannot be always consi- 
dered as reprehensible for preaching an indif- 
ferent sermon; because, to the active piety, 
and correct life, which the profession requires, 
many an excellent man may not unite talents 
for that species of composition; but every 
man who prints, imagines he gives to the 
world something which they had not before, 
either in matter or style ; that he has brought 
forth new truths, or adorned old ones; and 
when, in lieu of novelty and ornament, we can. 
discover nothing bu\ UV\e \m\>^c\\\X^,^^\« 
must take iiscourse, wvA v\\e AeUn^vvk^tcs. «^rt 



li 
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that mortifieation fW>iii which canity can rarely 
De expected to escape, when it chooses dolness 
for the minister of its gratifications. 

The learned author, aAer obsenring that a 
large armv praying would be a much finer 
spectacle than a large army fighting, and after 
entertaining us with the old anecdote of 
Xerxes, and the flood of tears, proceeds to ex- 
prras his sentiments on the late scarcity, and 
the present abundance; then, stating the man- 
ner in which the Jews were governed by the 
immediate interference of God, and informing 
us, that other people expect not, nor are taught 
to look for, miraculous interference, to punish 
or reward them, he proceeds to talk of the 
visitation of Providence, for the purposes of 
trial, warning, and correction, as if it were a 
truth of which he had neverdoubted. 

Still, however, he contends, though the Deity 
does interfere, it would be presumptuous and 
impious to pronounce the purposes for which 
he interferes ; and then adds, that it has pleased 
God, within these few years, to give us a most 
awful lesson of the vanity of agriculture and 
importation without pieQr, and that he has 
proved this to the conviction of every thinking 
mind. 

"Though he interpose not (says Mr. Nares) 
by positive miracle, he inflnenc«4 by means 
unknown to all but himself, and directs the 
winds, the rain, and the glorious beams of 
heaven to execute his judgment, or fulfil his 
merciful designs.*' — ^Now, either the wind, the 
rain, and the beams, are here represented to 
act as they do in the ordinary course of nature, 
or they are not If they are, how can their 
operations be considered as a judgment on 
sms 1 and if the^ are not, what are their extra- 
ordinary operations, but positive miracles! So 
that the archdeacon, aAer denying that any 
body knows when, how, and why, the Creator 
works a miracle, proceeds to specify the Hme, 
iml r m un t^ and ^eet of a miraculous scarcity ; 
and then, assuring us that the elements were 
employed to execute the judgments of Provi- 
dence, denies that this is any proof of a posi- 
tive miracle. 

Having given us this specimen of his talents 
for theological metaphysics, Mr. Nares com- 
mences his attack upon the farmers; accuses 
them of cruelty and avarice ; raises the old cry 
of monopoly ; and expresses some doubts, in a 
note, whether the better way would not be, to 
subject their granaries to the control of an 
exciseman; and to levy heavy penalties upon 
those, in whose possession com, beyond a cer- 
tain quantity to be fixed by law, should be 
fi^nnd^^This style of reasoning is pardonable 



enough in those who argue from the belly 
rather than the brains; but in a well-fed, and 
well»educated clergyman, who has never been 
disturbed by hunger from the free exercise of 
cultivated talents, it merits the severest repre- 
hension. The farmer has it not in his power 
to raise the price of com ; he never has fixed 
and never can fix it. He is unquestionably 
justified in receiving any price he can obtain : 
for it happens very beautifully, that the effect 
of his efforts to better his fortune is as benefi- 
cial to the public as if their motive had not 
been selfish. The poor are not to be supported, 
in time of famine, by abatement of price on 
the part of the farmer, but by the subscription 
of residentiary canons, archdeacons, and all 
men rich in public or private property ; and 
to these subscriptions the farmer should con- 
tribute according to the amount of his fortune. 
To insist that he should take a less price when 
he can obtain a greater, is to insist upon laying 
on that order of men the whole burden of sup- 
porting the poor; a convenient system enough 
in the eyes of a rich ecclesiastic ; and objec- 
tionable only, because it is- impracticable, 
pernicious, and unjust* t 

The question of the com trade has divided 
society into two parts — those who have any 
talents for reasoning, and those who have not 
We owe an suxrlogy to our readers for taking 
any notice of errors that have been so fre- 
quently and so unanswerably exposed; but 
when they are echoed from the bench and the 
pulpit, the dignity of the teacher may perhaps 
communicate some degree' of importance to 
the silliest and most extravagant doctrines. 

No reasoning can be more radically erro- 
neous than that upon which the whole of Mr. 
Nares's sermon is founded. The most bene- 
volent, the most Christian, and the most pro- 
fitable conduct the fanner can pursue, is, to 
sell his commodities for the highest price he 
can possibly obtain. This advice, we think, 
is not in any great danger of being rejected : 
we wish we were equally sure of success in 
counselling the Reverend Mr. Nares to attend, 
in future, to practical rather than theoretical 
questions about provisions. He may be a very 
hospitable archdeacon; but nothing short of 
a poriHve mirade can make him an acute 
reasoner. 

• If it it pleaMnt to notice tbe intellectual growth of 
an individaal, it it still more pleasant to see tbe public 
growfaii wiser. This %benrdity of attributing the bigb 
price or com to tlie eombinatrnw of fbrmers, waa tfie 
eomiDoa nonsense tallted in tbe days of my youth. I re- 
member when ten Judges out of twelve laid down this 
doctrine in their cbargea to the Tarious grand Juries on 
the eircnita. Tbe loweit atlonMy's dark is now better 
inatmeted. 
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MATTHEW LEWIS.* 

[EDIiniUKGB RSTIBW, 1803.] 



. Aamam, king of Oastile had, many years 
jmrioiis to the supposed epoch of the play, 
left his minister and general, Orsino, to perish 
in prison, from a false accusation of treason. 
Casario, son to Orsino, (who by accident had 
libefmled Amelrosa, daughter of Alfonso, from 
tiie Moors, and who is married to her, unknown 
ID the father,^ becomes a great favourite with 
fikit king^ and avails himself of the command 
of the armies, with which he is intrusted, to 
gratify his revenge for his father's misfor- 
tunes, to forward his own ambitious views, 
and to lay a plot by which he may deprive 
Alfonso of his throne and his life. Marquis 
Ohixman, poisoned by his wife Ottilia, in love 
with Cflssario, confesses to the king that the 
papers upon which the suspicion of Orsino's 
guilt was founded were forged by him : and 
the king, learning from his daughter Amel- 
rosa that Orsino is still alive, repairs to his 
retreat in the forest, is received with the most 
implacable hauteur and resentment, and in 
Tain implores forgiveness of his injured minis- 
ter. To the same fbrest Csesario, informed of 
the existence of his father, repairs and reveals 
his intended plot against the king. Orsino, con- 
vinced of Alfonso^ goodness to his subjects, 
though incapable of forgiving him for his un- 
intentional injuries to himself, in vain dis- 
suades his son from the conspiracy ; and at 
last, ignorant of their marriage, acquaints 
Amelrosa with the plot formed by her hus- 
band against her faiher. Amelrosa, already 
poison^ by Ottilia, m vain attempts to pre- 
vent CsBsario from blowing up a mine laid 
under the royal palace ; information of which 
she had received from Ottilia, stabbed by Cse- 
sario to avoid her importunity. In the mean 
time, tiie king had been removed from the 
palace by Orsino to his ancient retreat in the 
forest: the people rise against the usurper 
Csesario; a battle takes place: Orsino stabs 
his own son at the moment the king is in his 
son's power; falls down from the wounds he 
has reeeivMl in battle ; and dies in the Usual 
dramatic style, rq>eating twenty-two hexame- 
ter verses. Mr. Lewis says in his preface, 

^To the assertion, that my play is stupid, I 
have nothing to object ; if it be found so, even 
let it be so said; but if (as was most fabelp 
asserted of AdelmornJ any anonymous writer 
should advance that this Tragedy is immoral, 
I expect him to prove his assertion by quoting 
the objectionable passages. This I demand as 
an actof/cMfMe." 

We confess ourselves to have been mghly 
delighted with these symptoms of returning, 
or perhaps nascent purity in the mind of Mr. 
Lewis ; a delight somewhat impaired, to be 
sure, at the opening of the play, by the follow- 
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ing ezplanatioii which Ottiliagircs of her Mriy 

rising. 

ACT I. Sosmi I.— Tito ytl a w g mr i m^^ Daj f t r wt . 
Omu A nUn in a nigU-^fm: Ur Jbrir/MM il§kmtttti, 
**OTnL. Dcwi of the man d eifu di BrMthsMm- 
mergalM: 
Mv flotlMd cbeeki woo yt I FUy, •woot wantoos, ptaf 
'Mid my Ioom treatet, flm mj pttntinf bresst, 
Qa*»eh my blood'a boralnf flmrl— Yaia, vain pnftrl 
Noc Winter tlironed 'midst Alptee enowe, wtaoee witt 
Can with one breath, one toaea, eonfeal whole ruilaia, 
\nd blanch wh(de eeaa : not that ilead'a ertf eonld oass 
This heart, thia cnlf of tlamea, tMa purple kt^ioM* 
Where paaaion nilea and rafea !" 

Ottilia at last becomes quite furious, tnm 
the conviction that Csesario has been sleeping 
with a second lady, called Estella; whereas 
he has really been sleeping with a third lady* 
called Amelrosa. Passing across the sta|;e^ 
this gallant gentleman takes an opportunity 
of mentioning to the audience, Uiat he has 
been passing his time very agreeably, meets 
Ottilia, quarrels, makes it up ; and so end th« 
&rst two or three scenes. 

Mr. Lewis will excuse us for the liberty we 
take in commenting on a few passages in his 

?lay which appear to us rather exceptionable. 
'he only information which Csesario, imagin- 
ing his father to have been dead for maav 
years, receives of his existence, is in the fol- 
lowing short speech of Melchior. 

"Melch. The Count San Laear, long thoofht dead 
but aaved. 
It aeema, by Aroelroea'a care.— Time preaaea^ 
I muat away : &reweU.*' 

To this laconic, but important informatioB» 
Csesario makes no reply ; but merely desires 
Melchior to meet him at one o'clock, under the 
Royal Tower, and for some other purposes. 

In the few cases which have fallen under 
our observation, of fathers restored to life after 
a supposed death of twenty years, the parties 
concerned have, on the first intmiation, ap- 
peared a little suiprised, and generally ask a 
few questions ; though we do not go the length 
of saying it is natural so to do. This sams 
Caesario (whose love of his feUher is a prin- 
cipal cause of his conspiracy against the 
king) begins criticising the old warrior, upon 
his first seeing him again, much as a virtuoso 
would criticise an ancient statue that wanted 
an arm or a leg. 

" Oaaiao mCmv fnm ik§ eeva. 

•• CiB8ABio. Now by my lUb 

AnoUe^lnS*^ 

Amelrosa, who imagines her fhther to have 
banished her from his presence for ever, m the 
first transports of joy for pardon, obtained by 
earnest intercessions, thus exclaims.*— 

•• Lend thy dovea, dear TeaiMV 

That 1 may aend them where Cwaarto itraya : ^ ^ 

And whUe he amootha their ■Urer winrn, and fivea tsem 
For drlnlc the honey of hia lipa, IMI bid them 
Coo in hia ear, hia XiM\ion*ft \i»VVl''' 

What iud«9 ol \iuiB#xk btaWAi^ ^o«* ^»**^ 
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cog^nise in these images of silver wings, doves 
and honey, the genuine language of the pas- 
sions 1 

If Mr. Lewis is really in earnest in pointing 
out the coincidence between his own' dramatic 
8entiments,and the Gospel of St. Matthew, such 
a reference (wide as we know this assertion 
to be) evinces a want of judgment, of which 
we did not think him capable. If it proceeded 
from irreligious levity, we pity the man who 
has bad taste enough not to prefer honest dulr 
nesa to such paltry celebrity. 

We beg leave to submit to Mr. Lewis, if Al- 
fonso, considering the great interest he has in 
the decision, might not interfere a little in the 
long argument carried on between CsMario 
and Orsino, upon the propriety of putting him 
to death. To have expressed any decisive 
opinion upon the subject, might perhaps have 
been incorrect ; but a few gentle hints as to 
that side of the question to which he leaned, 
might be fairly idlowed to be no very unnatu- 
ral incident. 

This tragedy delights in explosions. Al- 
fonso's empire is destroyed by a blast of gun- 
powder, and restored by a clap of thunder. 
After the death of Cnsario, and a short exhor- 
tation to that purpose by Orsino, all the con- 
spirators fall down ia a thunder-clap, ask par- 
don of the king, and are forgiven. This 
mixture of physical and moral power is 
beautifal! Uow interesting a water-spout 
would appear among Mr. Lewis's kings and 



queens ! We anxiously look forward, in his 
next tragedy, to a fall of snow three or four 
feet deep ; or expect that a plot shall gradually 
unfold itself by means of a general thaw. 

All is not so bad in this play. There is 
some strong painting, which shows, every now 
and then, the hand of a master. The agitation 
which Caesario exhibits upon his first joining 
the conspirators in the cave, previous to the 
blowing up of the mine, and immediately aAer 
stabbing Ottilia, is very fine. 

** CcsAHio. Ay, shout, ibout. 
And kneelins greet your blood-anointed kinf. 
This steel his sceptre ! Tremble, dwarft in pdh. 
And own your master ! Thou art proo( Ilenriqmta, 
'Gainst pity ; I once saw thee sUb in battle 
A pafe who clasped thy knees : And Melchior there 
Made quick work with a brother whom he hated. 
But wliat did I this night 1 Hear, hear, and reverence ! 
There was a breast, on which my head had rested 
A thousand times ; a breast which loved me fondly 
As heaven loves martyred sainu ; and yet this breast 
I stabbed, knave— subbed it to the heart— Wine ! wine 

there 1 
For n^ soul's Joyous !*'->p. 80. 

The resistance which Amelrosa opposes to 
the firing of the mine, is well wrought out; 
and there is some good poetry scattered up 
and down the play, of which we should very 
willingly make extracts, if our limits would 
permit. The ill success which it has justly 
experienced, is owing, we have no doubt, to the 
want of nature in the characters, and of proba- 
bility and good arrangement in the incidents ; 
objections of some force. 



AUSTRALIA.* 

[EniNBuaeB Rsvisw, 1803.] 



To introduce an European population, and 
consequently, the arts and civilization of Eu- 
rope, into such an untrodden country as New 
Holland, is to confer a lasting and important 
benefit upon the world. * If man be destined for 
perpetual activity, and if th« proper objects of 
that activity be the subjugatton of physical 
difficulties, and of his own dangerous passions, 
how absurd are those systems which-proscribe 
the acquisitions of science and the restraints 
of law, and would arrest the progress of man 
in the rudest and earliest stages of his exist- 
ence! Indeed, opinions so very extravagant 
in their nature must be attributed rather to the 
wantonness of paradox, than to sober reflec- 
tion and extended inquiry. 

To suppose the savage state permanent, we 
must suppose the numbers of those who com- 
pose it to be stationary, and the various pas- 
sions by which men have actually emerged 
from it to be extinct; and this is to suppose 
man a very different being from what he really 
1?> z ^ P"*^® "P®^ * pennancncc beneficial, 
(if it were possible,) we moat have recourse 

jftrV£S?^<^'.^'V«'* CWsiV^AVis«Mrf* ira/e». 



to matter of fact, and judge of the rude state 
of society, not from the praises of tranquil 
literati, but from the narratives of those who 
have seen it, through a nearer and better me- 
dium than that of imagination. There i.s an 
argument, however, for the continuation of 
evil, drawn from the ignorance of good ; by 
which it is contended, that to teach men their 
situation can be better, is to teach them that it 
if bad, and to destroy that»happiness which 
always results from an ignorance that any 
greater happiness is within our reach. All 
pains and pleasures are clearly by comparison ; 
but the most deplorable savage enjoys a sufli- 
clent contrast of good, to know that the grosser 
evils ftrom which civilization rescues him an 
evils. A New Hollander seldom passes a year 
without suflering from famine ; the small-pox 
falls upon him like a plague ; he dreads those 
calamities, though he does not know how to 
avert them; but, doubtless, would find his 
happiness increased, if they were averted. To 
deny this, is to suppose that men are recon- 
ciled to evils, because they are inevitable ; and 
yet hurricanes, earthquakes, bodily decay, and 
death, stand highest in the catalogue of human 
calamities. 
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Where cirilization gives new birth to new 
compjuisons aofavonrable to sarage life, with 
the inibrmation that a greater good is possible, 
it generally connects the means of attaining it. 
The savage no sooner becomes ashamed of his 
nakedness, than the loom is ready to clothe 
him; the forge prepares for him more perfect 
tools, when he is dis^sted with the awkward- 
ness of his own: his weakness is strength- 
ened, and his wants supplied as soon as they 
are discovered ; and the use of the discovery 
is, that it enables him to derive from compari- 
son the best proof of present happiness. A 
man bom blind is ignorant of the pleasures of 
which he is deprived. After the restoration of 
his sight, his happiness will be increased from 
two caoses; — from the delight he experiences 
at the novel accession of power, and from the 
contrast be will always be enabled to make 
between his two situations, long after the plea- 
sure of novelty has ceased. For these rea- 
sons it is humane to restore him to sight. 

But, however beneficial to the general inte- 
rests of mankind the civilization of barbarous 
countries may be considered to be, in this par- 
ticular instance of it, the interest of Great 
Britain would seem co have been very little 
consulted. With fanciful schemes of universal 
good we have no business to meddle. Why 
ve are to erect penitentiary houses and prisons 
at the distance of half the diameter of the 
globe, and to incur the enormous expense of 
feeding aod transporting their inhabitants to 
and at such a distance, it is extremely difficult 
to discover. It certainly is not from any de- 
ficiency of barren islands near our own coast, 
nor of uncultivated wastes in the interior; and 
if we were sufficiently fortunate to be wanting 
in such species of accommodation, we might 
discover in Canada, or the West Indies, or on 
the coast of Africa, a climate malignant 
enough, or a soil sufficiently sterile, to revenge 
all the injuries which have been inflicted on 
society by pickpockets, larcenists, and petty 
felons. Upon the foundation of a new colony, 
and especially one peopled by criminals, there 
is a disposition in Government (where any 
circumstance in the commission of the crime 
affords the least pretence for the commutation) 
to convert capital punishments into transpor- 
tation; and by these means to hold forth a 
very dangerous, though certainly a very unin- 
tentional, encouragement to offences. And 
when the history of the colony has been atten- 
tively perused in the parish of St. Giles, tb« 
ancient avocation of picking pockets will cer- 
tainly not become more discreditable /I'om the 
knowledge, that it may eventually lead to the 
possession of a farm of a thoasand acres on 
the river Hawkesbury. Since the benevolent 
Howard attacked our prisons, incarceration 
has become not only healthy but elegant ; and 
a coonty jail is precisely the place to which 
any panper might wish to retire to gratify his 
taste for magnificence as well as for comfort. 
Upon the same principle, there is some risk 
that transportation will be considered as one 
of the surest roads to honour and to wealth ; 
and that no felon will hear a verdict of **noi 
gmUtf* without considerin^r himself as cat off 
in the fMi/est cMrrer of prosperity* 1% is fooW 



ishly believed, that the colony of Botany Bay 
unites our moral and commercial interests, 
and that we shall receive hereafter an ample 
equivalent, in bales of goods, for all the vices 
we export Unfortunately, the expenses we 
have incurred in founding the colony, will not 
retard the natural progress of its emancipa* 
tion, or prevent the attacks of other nations, 
who will be as desirous of reap ng the frui^ 
as if they had sown the seed. It js a colony, 
besides, begun under every possible disadvan- 
tage ; it is too distant to be long governed, or 
well defended ; it is undertaken, not by the vo- 
luntary association of individuals, but by Go- 
vernment, and by nkeans of compulsory labour. 
A nation must, indeed, be redundimt in capital, 
that will expend it where the hopes of a just 
return are so very small. 

It may be a very curious consideration, to 
reflect what we are to do with this colony when 
it comes to years of discretion. Are we to 
spend another hundred millions of money in 
discovering its strength, and to humble our- 
selves again before a fresh set of Washingtons 
and Franklins t The moment after we have 
suffered such serious mischief from the es- 
cape of the old tiger, we are breeding up a 
young cub, whom we cannot render less fero- 
cious, or more secure. If we are gradually to 
manumit the colony, as it is more and more 
capable of protecting itself, the degrees of 
emancipation, and the periods at which they 
are to take place, will be judged of venr differ- 
ently by the two nations. But we confess our- 
selves not to be so sanguine as to suppose, that 
a spirited and commercial people would, in 
spite of the example of America, ever consent 
to abandon their sovereignty over an import- 
ant colony, without a struggle. Endless blood 
and treasure will be exhausted to support a 
tax on kangaroos' skins; faithful Commons 
will go on voting fresh supplies to support a 
j^$t and nectisary war; and Newgate, then be- 
come a quarter of the world, will evince a 
heroism, not unworthy of the great characters 
by whom she was originally peopled. 

The experiment, howerer, is not less inte- 
resting in a moral, bemuse it is objectionable 
in a commercial p*fnt of view. It is an ob- 
ject of the high««t curiosity, thus to have the 
growth of a nation subjected to our exami- 
nation; to trace it by such faithful records, 
from (Ae first day of its existence ; and to ga- 
iker that knowledge of the progress of human 
affairs, from actual experience, which is con- 
sidered to be only accessible to the conjectural 
reflections of enlightened minds. 

Human nature, under very old governments, 
is so trimmed, and pruned, and ornamented, 
and led into such a variety of factitious shapes, 
that we are almost ignorant of the appearance 
it would assume, if it were left more to itself. 
From such an experiment as that now before 
us, we shall be better able to appreciate what 
circumstances of our sitoation are owing to 
those permanent laws by which all men are 
influenced, and what to the accidental positions 
in which we have been placed. New circum- 
stances will throw new l\ft\\t. \x^^ >2ftft tSftRXa 
of our re\igioTaa,y>\Vttfi»X,«a^ w5«ftoTn^w^\s»^ 
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I in our rising empire ; and if we do not, 

we slmll estimate the effects of their presence, 
Ij dbecarring those wfaieh are produced by 
meir non-existence. 

The history of the eolony is at present, ho w- 
erer, in its least interesting state, on account 
ef the great preponderance of depraved inha- 
oitantSy whose crimes and irregularities give 
a monotony to the narrative, which it cannot 
loee, till the respectable part of the communi^ 
come to bear a greater proportion to the cri- 



These Memoirs of Colonel Collins resume 
the history of tibe colony from the period at 
^iriiich he concluded it in his former volume, 
September 1796, and continue it down to Au- 
^t 1801. They are written in the style of a 
journal, which, though not the most agreeable 
mode of convejring information, is certainly 
the most authentic, and contrives to banish the 
suspicion (and most probably the reality) of 
the interference of a book-maker— a species 
oi gentlemen who are now almost become ne- 
cessary to deliver naval and military authors 
in their literary labours, though they do not 
always atone, by orthography and grammar, 
ibr the sacrifice of truth and simplicity. Mr. 
CoUins's book is written with great plainness 
and candour : he ^»pears to be a man always 
meaning well ; of good, plain common sense ; 
and composed of those well-wearing materials, 
which adapt a person for situations where 
genius and refinement would only prove a 
source of misery and of error. 

We shall proceed to lay before our readers 
an analjrsis of the most important matter con- 
tained in this volume. 

The natives in the vicinity of Port Jackson 
stand extremely low, in point of civilization, 
when compared with many other savages, 
widi whom ^ discoveries of Captain Cook 
have made us acquainted. Their notions of 
religion exceed even that degree of absurdity 
which we are led to expect in tiie creed of a 
barbarous people. In politics, they appear to 
have scarcely advanced beyond family-govern^ 
ment Huts they have none ; and, in all their 
economical inventions, iktn is a rudeness and 
deficiency of ingenuity, unpleasant, when con- 
trasted with the instances oT dexterity with 
which the descriptions and importations of 
our navigators have rendered us so familiar. 
Their numbers appear to us to be very taiall : 
a fiiet, at once, indicative either of the ferocit^ 
of manners in any people, or, more probably, 
of the sterility of their country ; but which, 
in the present instance, proceeds from both 
these causes. 

« Gaining every day (sajrs Mr. Collins) some 
ftirther knowledge of the mhuman habits and 
customs of these people, their being so thinly 
■eattered through the coimtrv ceased to be a 
matter of surprise. It was almost daily seen, 
Ihat from some trifling cause or other, they 
were continually living in a state of warfare : 
to Uus must be added their brutal treatment of 
flieir women, who are themselves equally de- 
stmetive to the measure of population, by the 
horrid and cruel customs or endeavouring to 
eause a miscarriage, which their female ac- 
quaintaaces effect ^ pressing the body in such 



a way, as to destroy the infiant in the womb; 
which violence not unfrequently occasions the 
deaJOi of the unnatural mother also To this 
they have recourse to avoid the trouMe of car- 
rying the infant about when bom» which, when 
it is very young, or at the breas^ is the duty 
of the woman. The operation for this destruc- 
tive purpose is termed Mee-brft. The burying 
an infant (when at the breast) with the mo- 
ther, if she should die, is another shocking 
cause of the thinness of population among 
them. The fact that such an operation as the 
Mee-brl was practised by these wretched peo- 
ple, was communicated by one of the natives 
to the principal surgeon of the settlement."— 
(p. m, 125.) 

It is remarkable, that the same paucity of 
numbers hkst been observed in every part of 
New Holland which has hitherto b^n ex- 
plored ; and yet there is not the smallest reap 
son to conjecture that the population of it has 
been verv recent ; hor do the people bear any 
marks of descent from the inhabitants of the 
numerous islands by which this great conti- 
nent is surrounded* The force of population 
can only be resisted by some great phjrsical 
evils ; and many of the causes of this scarcity 
of human beings, which Mr. Collins refers to 
the ferocity of the natives, are ultimately re- 
ferable to Uie difficulty of support We have 
always considered this phenomenon as a symp- 
tom extremely unfavourable to the future des- 
tinies of this country. It is easy to launch out 
into eulogiums of the fertility of nature in par- 
ticular spots; but the most probable reason 
why a country that has been long inhabit^, 
is not well inhabited, is, that it is not calcu- 
lated to support many inhabitants without great 
labour. It is difficult to suppose any other- 
causes powerful enough to resist the impetu- 
ous tendency of man, to obey that mandate 
for increase and multiplication, which has 
certainly been better observed than any other 
declaration of the Divine will ever revealed 
to us. 

There appears to be some tendency to civi- 
lization, ana some tolerable notions of justice, 
in a practice very similar to our custom of 
duelling; for duelling, though barbarous in 
civiliz^ is a highly civilized institution among 
barbarous people : and when compared to as- 
sassination, is a prodigious victory gained 
over human passions, whoever kills another 
in the neighbourhood of Botany Bay, is com- 
pelled to appear at an appointed day before the 
friends of the deceased, and to sustain the at- 
tacks of their missile iireapons. If he is killed, 
he is deemed to have met with a deserved 
death ; if not, he is considered to have expiated 
the crime for the commission of which he was 
exposed to the danger. There is in this in- 
stitution a command over present impulses, a 
prevention of secrecy in the gratification of 
revenge, and a wholesome correction of that 
passion by the effect of public observation, 
which evince such a superiority to die mere 
animal passions of ordinary savages, and form 
such a contrast to the rest of the history of 
this people, that it may be considered as alto- 

f ether an anomalous and inexplicable fact, 
'he natives differ very much in the progress 
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tfiej hare made in the arts of economy. 
Thoee to the north of Port Jackson evince a 
ooDsiderable degree of ingenuity and con- 
triyance in the stmetnre of their houses, 
which are rendered quite impenrions to the 
weather, while the inhabitants at Port Jackson 
hare no houses at alL At Port Daliymple, in 
Vaif Diemen's Land, there was every reason 
to believe the natives were unacquainted with 
the use of canoes ; a fact extremely embar- 
rassing to those who indulge themselves in 
speculating on the genealogy of nations ; be- 
cause it reduces them to the necessity of sup- 
posing that the progenitors of this insular 
people swam over from the main land, or that 
they were aboriginal ; a species of dilemma, 
which effectually bars all conjecture upon the 
intermixture of nations. It is painful to 
learn, that the natives have begun to plunder 
and rob in so very alarming a manner, that it 
has been rspeat^y found necessary to fire 
upon them ; and many have, in consequence, 
'fallen victims to their rashness. 

The soil is found to produce coal in vast 
abundance, Mlt, lime, very fine iron ore, tim- 
ber fit for all purposes, excellent flax, and a 
tree, the baric of which is admirably adapted 
for cordage. The discovery of coal (which, 
by the by, we do not believe was ever before 
discovered so near the line) is probably rather 
a disadvantage than an advantage ; because, 
as it lies extremely favourable for sea car- 
riage, it may prove to be a cheaper fuel than 
wood, and thus operate as a discouragement 
to the clearing of lands. The soil upon the 
sea-eoast has not been found to be very pro- 
ductive, though it improves in partial spots 
in the interior. The climate is healthy, in 
spite of the prodigious heat of the summer 
months, at iriiieh period the thermometer has 
been observed to stand in the shade at 107, 
and the leaves of garden-vegetables to fall into 
dust, as if they had been consumed with fire. 
But one of Hbe most insuperable defects in 
New Holland, considered as the future coun- 
try of a great people, is, the want of large ri- 
vers penetrating very far into the interior, and 
navigable for small crafts. The Hawkesbury, 
the largest river yet discovered, is not acces- 
sible to boats for more than twenty miles. 
This same river occasionally rises above its 
natural level, to the astonishing height of fifty 
feet; and has swept away, more than ouce, 
the labours and the hopes of the new people 
exiled to its banks. 

The laborious acquisition of any good we 
have long enjoyed is apt to be forgotten. We 
walk and talk, aivd nin and read, without 
remembering the long and severe labour dedi- 
cated to the cultivation of these powers, the 
formidable obstacles opposed to our progress, 
or the infinite satisfaction with which we over- 
came them. He who lives among a civilized 
people, may estimate the labour hj which so- 
ciety has been brought into such a state, by read- 
ing these annals of Botany Bay, the account 
of a whole nation exerting itself to new floor 
the government-house, repair the hospital, or 
build a wooden receptacle for stores, i et the 
time may come, when some Botany Bay Taci- 
tus shall record the crimes of an emperor 



lineally descended from a London pick-pocket» 
or paint the valour with which he has led his 
New Hollanders into the heart of China. At 
that period, when the Gnmd Laluna is sending 
to supplicate alliance ; when the spice islands 
are purchasing peace with nutmegs; when 
enormous tributes of green tea and nankeen 
are wafted into Port Jackson, and landed on 
the quays of Sydney, who will ever remember 
that the sawing of a few planks, and the 
knocking together a few nails, were such a 
serious trial of the energies and resources of 
the nation ? 

The Government of the colony, after enjoy- 
ing some little respite from this kind of labour, 
has begun to turn its attention to the coarsest 
and most necessary species of manufactures^ 
for which their wool appears to be well adapt* 
ed. The state of stock in the whole settle- 
ment, in June 1801, was about 7,000 sheep, 
1,300 head of catUe, 250 horses, and 6,000 
hogs. There were under cultivation at the 
same time, between 9 and 10,000 acres of com. 
Three years and a>half before this, in Decem- 
ber 1707, the numbers were as follows >- 
Sheep, 2,500 ; cattle 850 ; horses, 100 ; hogs, 
4,800; acres of land in cultivation, 4,000. 
The temptation to salt pork, and sell it for 
Government store, is probably the reason why 
the breed of hogs has been so much kept 
under. The increase of cultivated lands be- 
tween the two periods is prodigious. It ap- 
pears (p. 819) that the whole number of con- 
victs imported between January 1788 and 
June 1801 (a period of thirteen years and a 
half) has been about 6,000, of whom 1,167 
were females. Tlie total amount of the popu- 
lation on the continent, as 'well as at Norfolk 
Island, amounted, June 1801, to 6,500 persons ; 
of these 766 were children bom at Port Jack- 
son. In the returns from Norfolk Island, 
children are not discriminated from adults. 
Let us add to the imported population of 6,000 
convicts, 500 free people, which (if we consi- 
der that a regiment of^ soldiers has been kept 
up there) is certainly a veiy small allowance ; 
then, in thirteen years and a half, the imported 
population has increased only by two-thir^ 
teenths. If we suppose that something more 
than a fifth of the free people were women, 
this will make the total of women 1,270; of 
whom we ma^ fairly presume that 800 were 
capable of child-bearing ; and if we suppose 
the children of Norfolk Island to bear the same 
proportion to the adults as at Port Jackson, 
their total number at both settlements will be 
913 ^--8 state of infantine population which 
certainly does not justify the very high eulo- 
giums which have been made on the fertililr 
of the female sex in the climate of New Hol- 
land. 

The Govemor, who appears on aU occaaioaa 
to be an extremely well-disposed man, is not 
quite so conversant in the best writings cm. 
political economy as we could wish : and in* 
deed (though such knowledge would be ex- 
tremely serviceable to the interests which this 
Romulus of the Southern Pole is superintend* 
ing), it is rather unfair to exact from a supei^ 
intendent of pick-pockets, that he should be a . 
philosopher. In the 18th page we have the . 
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foUowing infonnation respecting the price of 
labour: — 

'^Some representatioiis haying been made 
to the Goremor from the settlers in difierent 
parts of the colony, pnrporting that the wages 
demanded by the free labouring people, whom 
they had occasion to hire, were so exorbitant 
as to run away with the greatest part of the 
profit of their farms, it was recommended to 
uiem to appoint quarterly meetings among 
themselyes, to be held in each district, for the 
purpose of settling the rate of wages to la- 
bourers in every difierent kind of work ; that, 
to this end, a written agreement should be en- 
tered into, and subscribed by each settler, a 
breach of which should be punished by a 
penalty, to be fixed by the general opinion, 
and made recoverable in a court of civil judi- 
cature. It was recommended to them to apply 
this forfeiture to the common benefit; and 
they were to transmit to the head-quarters a 
copy of their agreement, with the rate of 
wages which they should from time to time 
establish, for the Governor's information, hold- 
ing their first meeting as early as possible." 

And again, at p. 24, the following arrange- 
ments on that head are enacted : — 

''In pursuance of the order which was 
issued in January last recommending the set- 
tlers to appoint meetings, at which they should 
fix the rate of wages that it might be proper 
to pay for the difierent kinds of labour which 
their farms should require, the settlers bad 
submitted to the Governor Uie several resolu- 
tions that they had entered into, by which he 
was enabled to fix a rate that he conceived to 
be fair and equitable between the farmer and 
the labourer. 

** The IbUowing prices of labour were now ettablbbed, 
▼is. 

£ 9. i. 
Fellinff forest timber, per acre, - - 
Ditto in bmsbwood, ditto - - 1 10 

Baminc off open ffroand, ditto - - 15 
Ditto bmsb frooikd, ditto - - 1 10 

Breaking op new fround, ditto . . 14 
Chipping fresh groond, dkto -* - 1 19 S 
Chipping in wheat, diuo . . 7 

Breaking op stubble or eom gromid, IH. per rod, 

or duto - . 10 8 

Planting Indian com, ditto - -« 070 
HBIing ditto ditto - - 7 

Reapteg wheat, ditto - - 10 

Thrashing ditto, pr. bosh;, ditto - - 
Pnlllng and husking Indian com, per bushel 0s 
BDlttting naling of seven fbet long, per hundred 3 
Ditto of five ftet long, ditto - - - 10 
Bawhig plank, ditto - - - 7 

Ditching per rod, three fbet wide, and I ft. deep 10 
Ouriage of wheat, per bushel, per mile - S 
INtto udian eom, neat - • - 1 

Tearly wages for labour, with board - 10 
Wamsper week, with p«x>Tisions, consisting 

•r 4 lb. of salt pork, or 61b. of ftesh, and Si 

tb. of wheat with vegetables - - 
A aay's wages with board - 10 

Ditto without board ... . 090 
A goremroent-man allowed to officers or set- 

Uen in their own time - - - 10 
Price of an axe .... - 090 
New steeling ditto ... . 000 

AMwhoe Olf 

Aaickle 10 

Hfare of a boat to carry gratai, per day - 5 

•nrhe eettlers were reminded, that, in order to prevent 
say Wnff of dispate between the master and servant, 
when they should have occasion to hire a man for any 
teugth of time, they would And It most convenient to en- 
1^ h im tor a quarter, half-year, or year, and to make 
their amement hi writing; on which, should any dls- 
pnte artoe. an appeal to the maglstratea would sctUe it.** 



This is all very bad ; and if the Goremor 
had cherished the intention of destroying the 
colony, he could have done nothing more de- 
trimental to its interests. The high price of 
labour is the very comer-stone on which the 
prosperity of a new colony depends. It ena- 
bles the poor man to live with ease ; and is the 
strongest incitement to population, by render- 
ing children rather a source of riches than of 
poverty. If the same difficulty of subsist- 
ence existed in new countries as in old, it is 
plain that the progress of population would be 
equally slow in each. The very circumstances 
which cause the diiScrence are, that, in the lat- 
ter, there is a competition among the labour- 
ers to be employed ; and, in the former, a com- 
petition among the occupiers of land to obtain 
labourers. In the one, land is scarce and men 
plenty ; in the other, men are scarce, and land 
IS plenty. To disturb this natural order of 
things (a practice injurious at all times) must 
be particularly so where the predominant dis- 
position of the colonist is an aversion to la-, 
hour, produced by a long course of dissolute 
habits. In such cases the high prices -of la- 
bour, which the Govemor was so desirous of 
abating, bid fair not only to increase the agri- 
cultural prosperity, but to effect the moral re- 
formation of the colony. We observe Uie same 
unfortunate ignorance of the elementary prin- 
ciples of commerce in the attempts of the Go- 
vemor to reduce the prices of the European 
commodities, by bulletins and authoritative 
interference, as if there were any other mode 
of lowering the price of an article (while the 
demand continues the same) but by increasing 
its quantity. The avaricious love of gain, 
which is so feelingly deplored, appears to us 
a principle which, in able hands, might be 
guided to the most salutary purposes. The 
object is to encourage the Jove of labour, 
which is best encouraged by the love of money. 
We have very great doubts on the policy of 
reserving the best timber on the estates as go- 
vernment timber. Such a reservation would 
probably operate as a check upon the clearing 
of lands without attaining the object desired; 
for. the timber, instead of being immediately 
cleared, would be slowly destroyed, by the neg- 
lect or malice of the settlers whose lands it en- 
cumbered. Timber is such a dmg in new coun- 
tries, that it is at any time to be purchased for 
little^more than the labour of cutting. To se- 
ctirc a supply of it by vexatious and invidious 
laws, is surely a work of supererogation and 
danger. The greaieat evil which the govern- 
ment has yet to contend with is, the inordinate 
use of spirituous liquors ; a passion which 
puts the interests of agriculture at variance 
with those of morals : for a dram-drinker will 
consume as much com, in the form of alcohol, 
in one day, as would supply him with bread 
for three ; and thus, by his vices, opens an ad- 
mirable market to the industry of a new set- 
tlement. The only mode, we believe, of en- 
countering this evil, is by deriving fVt)vi it such 
a revenue as will not admit of smuggling. 
Beyond this it is almost invincible by autho- 
rity; and is probably to be cured only by the 
progressive refinement of manners. 

To evince the increasing commerce of the 
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settlement, a list is subjoined of 140 ships, 
which have arrived there since its first foxin- 
dation, forty only of which were from Eng- 
land. The colony at Norfolk Island is repre- 
sented to be in a very deplorable situation, and 
will most probably be abandoned for one about 
to be formed on Van Diemen's Land,* though 
the capital defect of the former settlement has 
Hecn partly obviated, by a discovery of the 
harbour for small craft 

The most important and curious information 
contained in this rolume, is the discovery of 
straits which separate Van Diemcn's Land 
(hitherto considered as its southern extremity) 
from New Holland. For this discovery we are 
indebted to Mr. Bass, a surgeon, after whom 
the straits have been named, and who was led 
to a suspicion of their existence by a prodi- 
gious swell which he observed to set in from 
the westward, at the mouth of the opening 
which he had reached on a voyage of disco- 
rery, prosecuted in a common whale-boat To 
verify this suspicion, he proceeded afterwards 
in a ressel of 25 tons, accompanied by Mr. 
Flanders, a naval gentletuan ; and, entering 
the straits between the latimdes of 39^ and 
40^ south, actually circumnavigated Van Die- 
men's Land. Mr. Bass's ideas of the import- 
ance of this discovery, we shall give from his 
narratire, as reported by Mr. Collins. 

''The most prominent advantage which 
seemed likely to accrue to the settlement 
from this discovery was, the expediting of 
the passage from the Cape of Good Hope to 
Port Jackson : for, although a line drawn from 
the Cape to 44^ of south latitude, and to the 
longiume of the South Cape of Van Diemen's 
Land, would not sensibly differ from one 
drawn to the latitude of 40° to the same longi- 
tude ; jret it must be allowed, that a ship will 
be four degrees nearer to Port Jackson in the 
latter situation than it would be in the former. 
But there is, perhaps, a greater advantage to 
be gained bv making a passage through the 
strait, than the mere saving of four degrees of 
latitude along the coast The major part of 
the ships that have arrived at Port Jackson 
hare met with N. E. winds, on opening the sea 
round the South Cape and Cape Pillar ; and 
have been so much retarded by them, that a 
fourteen days' passage to the port is reckoned 
to be a fair one, although the difference of lati- 
tude is but ten degrees, and the most prevail- 
ing winds at the latter place are from 8. E. to 
8. in summer, and from W. 8. W. to 8. in 
winter. If, by going through Bass Strait, these 
N. E. winds can be avoided, which in many 
cases would probably be the case, there is no 
doubt but a week or more would be gained by 
it; and the expense, with the wear and tear of 
a ship for one week, are objects to most owners, 
more especially when freighted with convicts 
by the run. 



* It b sfnfnlar that Oorenimenta are not more dealr- 
oaa of pualijiiff their aettleinentf rather to the north than 
the aoutb of IH>rt Jaekaon. The aoU and elhnate would 
probabljr Improve, In the latitude nearer the eqoator ; 
and setllementa in that poaHlon would he more contign- 
vu to our Indian colonies. 



"This strait likewise presents another ad- 
vantage. From the prevalence of the N. E, 
and easterly winds of the South Cape, many 
suppose that a passage may be made from 
thence to the westward, either to the Cape of 
Gk)od Hope, or to India ; bat the fear of the 
great unknown bight between the South Cape 
and the 8. W. Cape of Lewen's Land, lying in 
about 35® south and 113** east, has hitherto 
prevented the trial being made. Now, the 
strait removes a part of this danger, by pre*- 
senting a certain place of retreat, should a 
gale oppose itself to the ship in the 5rst part 
of the essay : and should the wind come at 8. 
W. she need not fear making a good stretch to 
the W. N. W., which course, if made good, is 
within a few degrees of going clear of all. 
There is, besides. King George the Third's 
Sound, discovered by Captain Vancouver, 
situate in the latitude of 35^ 3(K south, and 
longitude 118® 12' east; and it is to be hoped, 
that a few years will disclose many others 
upon the coast, as well as the confirmation or 
futility of the conjecture that a still larger than 
Bass Strait dismembers New Holland.'' — (p. 
192, 193.) 

We learn from a note subjoined to this pas* 
sage, that, in order to verify or refute this con- 
jecture, of the existence of other important 
inlets on the west coast of New Holland, Cap- 
tain Flinders has sailed with two ships under 
his command, and is said to be accompanied 
by several professional men of considerable 
ability. 

Such aro the most important contents of Mr. 
Collins's book, the style of which we very 
much approve, because it appears to be writ- 
ten by lumself; and we must repeat again, 
that nothing can be more injurious to the opi- 
nion the public will form of the authenticity 
of a book of this kind, than the suspicion that 
it has been tricked out and embellished by 
other hands. Such men, to be sure, have ex- 
isted as Julius Caesar ; but, in general, a cor- 
rect and elegant style is hardly attainable by 
those who have passed their lives in action : 
and no one has such a pedantic love of good 
writing, as to prefer mendacious finery to 
rough and ungrammatical truth. The events 
which Mr. Collins's book records, we have 
read with grca,t interest. There is a charm in 
thus seeing villages, and churches, and farms, 
rising from a wilderness, where civilized man 
has never set his foot since the creation of the 
world. The contrast between fertility and bar- 
renness, population and solitude, activity and 
indolence, fills the mind with the pleasing 
images of happiness and increase. Man 
seems to move in his proper sphere, while he 
is thus dedicating the powers of his mind and 
body to reap those rewards which the bounti 
ful Author of all things has assigned to his in 
dustry. Neither is it any common enjo)rment, 
to turn for a while from the memory of those 
distractions which have so recently agitated 
the Old World, and to reflect that its very hor- 
rors and crimes may have thus prepared a 
long era of opulence and peace for a people 
yet involved in the womb of time. 
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Of all the species of travels, that which has 
moral observation for its object is the most 
tiabl6 to error, and has the greatest difficulties 
to overcome, before it can arrive at excellence. 
Stones, and roots, and leaves, are subjects 
which may exercise the understanding without 
rousing the passions. A mineralogical travel- 
ler will hardly fall fouler upon the granite and 
the feldspar of other countries than his own ; 
a botanist will not conceal its non-descripts ; 
and on agricultural tourist will faithfully detail 
the average crop per* acre ; but the traveller 
who observes on the manners, habits, and 
institutions of other countries, must have 
emancipated his mind from the extensive and 
powerful dominion of association, must have 
extinguished the agreeable ai'd deceitful feel- 
ings of national vanity, and cultivated that 
patient humility which builds general infer- 
ences only upon the repetition of individual 
facts. Every thing he sees shocks some pas- 
sion or flatters it ; and he is perpetually se- 
duced to distort facts, so as to render them 
agreeable to his system and his feelings! 
Books of travels are now published in such 
vast abundance, that it may not be useless, 
perhaps, to state a few of the reasons why 
their value so commonly happens to be in the 
inverse ratio of their number. 

1st, Travels are bad, from a want of oppor- 
tunity for observation in those who write them. 
If the sides of a building are to be measured, 
and the number of its windows to be counted, 
a very short space of time may suffice for these 
operations ; but to gain such a knowledge of 
their prevalent opinions and propensities, as 
will enable a stranger to comprehend (what is 
commonly called) the gmiut of people, re- 
quires a long residence among them, a fami- 
liar acquaintance with their language, and an 
easy circulation among their various societies. 
The society into which a transient stranger 
gains the most easy ac<iess in any coimtry, is 
not often that which ought to stamp the na- 
tional character ; and no criterion can be more 
fallible, in a people so reserved and inaccessi- 
ble as the British, who (even when they open 
their doors to letters of introduction) cannot 
for years overcome the awkward timidity of 
their nature. The same expressiions are of so 
difierent a value in diflerent countries, the 
same actions proceed from such different 
causes, and produce such diflferent effects, 
that a judgment of foreign nations, founded on 
rapid <ibservation, is almost certainly a mere 
tissue of ludicrous and disgraceful mistakes ; 
and yet a residence of a month or two seems 
to entitle a traveller to present the world with 
a picture of manners in London, Paris, or 
Vieima, and even to dogmatize upon the poli- 
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tical, religious, and legal institutions, as if r 
were one and the same thing to speak of ah 
straet effects of such institutions, and of their 
effects combined with all the peculiar circom 
stances in which any nation may be placed. 

2dly, An affectation of quickness in obser 
vation, an intuitive glance that requires only 
a moment, and a part, to judge of ^ perpetuity^ 
and a vohole. The late Mr. Petion, who was 
sent over into this country to acquire a know- 
ledge of our criminal law, is said to have de- 
clared himself thoroughly informed upon the 
subject after remaining precisely two and 
thirty minutes in the Old Bailey. 

8dly, The tendency to found observation on 
a system, rather thaen a S3rstem upon observa- 
tion. The fact is, there are very few original 
eyes and ears. The great mass see and hear 
as they are directed by others, and bring back 
from a residence in foreign countries nothing 
but the vague and customary notions concern- 
ing it, which are carried and brought back for 
hadf a century, without verification or change. 
The most ordinary shape in which this ten- 
dency to prejudge makes its appearance 
among travellers, is by a disposition to exalt, 
or, a still more absurd disposition to depre- 
ciate their native country. They are incapable 
of considering a foreign people but under one 
single point of view--Uhe relation in which 
they stand to their own; and the whole narra- 
tive is frequently nothing more than a mere 
triumph of national vanity, or the ostentation 
of superiority to so common a failing. 

But we are wasting our time in giving a 
theory of the faults of travellers, when we 
have such ample means of exemplifying them 
all from the publication now before us, in 
which Mr. Jacob Fiev^ with the most sur- 
prising talents for doing wrong, has contrived 
to condense and agglomerate every species of 
absurdity that has hitherto been made known, 
and even to launch out occasionally into new 
regions of nonsense, with a boldness which 
well entitles him to the merit of originality in 
folly, and discovery m impertinence. We con- 
sider Mr. Fiev^e's book as extremely valuable 
in one point of view. It affords a sort of limit 
or mind-mark, beyond which we conceive it 
to be impossible in future that pertness and 
petulance should pass. It is well to be ac- 
quainted with the boundaries of our nature on 
both sides ; and to Mr. Fiev^ we are indebted 
for this valuable approach to peanmism. The 
height of knowledge no man has yet scanned; 
but we have now pretty well fathomed the gulf 
of imorance. 

We must, however, do justice to Mr. Fievie 
when he deserves it He evinces, in his pre- 
face, a luriring uneasiness at the apprehen- 
sion of exciting war between the two coun 
tries, tnm the anger to which his letters will 
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giTe birth in England. He pretends to deny 
that they will occasion a war ; but it is very 
easy to see he is not convinced by his own 
ailments; and we confess ourselves ex« 
tremely pleased by this amiable solicitade at 
the probable efiasion of human blood. We 
hope Mr: Fiev^e is deceived by his philan- 
thropy, and that no such unhappy conse- 
quences will ensue, as he really believes, 
though he affects to deny them. We dare to 
say the dignity of this coimtry will be satis- 
fied if the publication in question is disowned 
by the French government, or, at most, if the 
author is given up. At all events, we hare no 
scruple to say, that to sacrifice 20,000 lives, 
and a hundred millions of money to resent 
Hr. Fier^'s book, would be an unjustifiable 
waste of blood and treasure ; and that to take 
him off privately by assassination would be 
an undertaking hardly compatible widi the 
dignity of a great empire. 

To show, however, the magnitude of the 
provocation, we shall specify a few of the 
charges which he makes against the English. 
That they do not understand fireworks as well 
as the French; that they charge a shilling for 
admission to the exhibition; that they have 
the misfortime of being incommoded by a cer- 
tain disgraceful privilege, called the liberty 
of the press ; that the opera band plays out of 
tune ; that the English are so fond of drinking 
that they get drunk with a certain air called 
the gas of Paradise ; that the privilege of elect- 
ing members of Parliament is so burthensome 
tluit cities sometimes petition to be exempted 
firom it; that the great obstacle to a Parliar 
mentaiy reform is the mob ; that women some- 
times have titles distinct from those of their 
husbands, although, in England, any body can 
sell his wife at market, with a rope about her 
neck. To these complaints he aods— -that the 
English are so far from enjoying that equality 
of which their partisans boast, that none but 
the servants of the higher nobility can carry 
canes behind a carriage ; that the power which 
the French kings had of pardoning before trial 
is much the same thing as the English mode 
of pardoning after trial; that he should con- 
ceive it to be a good reason for rejecting any 
measure Sn France that it was imitated from 
the English, who have no family affections, 
and who love money so much that their first 
question, in an inquiry concerning the cha- 
racter of any man, is, as to his degree of for- 
tune. Lastly, Mr. Fiev^e alleges against the 
English, that they have great pleasure in con- 
templating the spectacle of men deprived of 
their reason. And, indeed, we must have the 
candour to allow that the hospitality which 
Mr. Fiev^ experienced seems to afford some 
pretext for this assertion. 

One of the principal objects of Mr. Ficv^'s 
book is to combat the Anglomania which has 
raged so long among his countrsrmen, and 
which prevailed at Paris to such an excess 
that even M. Neckar, a foreigner (incredible 
as it may seem)f after having been twice tnini^ 
ter of France, retained a considerable share of 
admiration for the English government This 



IS quite inexplicable. But this is nothing to 
the treason of the EncychpedUUt who, instead 
of attributing the merit of the experimental 
philosophy and the reasoning by induction to 
a Frenchman, haye shown themselves so lost 
to all sense of duty which they owed their 
country, that they have attributed it to an 
Englishman* of the name of Bacon, and this 
for no beUer reason th^ that he really was 
the author of it. The whole of this passage 
is written so entirely in the genius of Blr. 
Ficv^e, and so completely exemplifies that 
very caricature species of Frenchmen from 
which our gross and popular notions of the 
whole people are taken, that we shall give the 
whole passage at full length, cautiously ab- 
staining from the sin of translating it. 

''Quand je reproche aux philosophes d'avoir 
yant^ TAngleterre, par haine pour les institu- 
tions qui soutenoient la France, je ne hasarde 
rien, et je foumirai une nouvelle preuve de 
cette assertion, en citant les encyclop^stes, 
chefs avou^s de la philosophie raodeme. 

"Comment nous ont-ils pr^sent^ TEncy- 
clop^el Comme un monument immortel, 
comme le d^pdt pr^cieux de toutes les con- 
noissances humames. Sous quel patronage 
Font-ils 61ev^ ce monument immortell Est 
ce sous r^gide des ^rivains dont la France 
s'honoroiti Non, ils out choisi pour maftre 
et pour idole un Anglais, B&con; ils lui on 
fait dire tout ce qu'ils ont voulu, parce que cet 
auteur, extraordinairement volumineux, n'etoit 
pas connu en France, et ne Test gaere en 
Angleterre que de quelques hommes stndieux; 
mais les philosophes sentoient que ieur suc- 
ces, pour introduire des nouveaut^s, tenoit d 
faire croire qu'elles n'^toient pas neuvea pour 
les grands esprits; et comme les grands es- 
prits Franpais, trop connus, ne ce pr^toient 
pas i. un pareil dessein, les philosophes ont 
eu recours i. TAngleterre. Am si, un ouvrage 
fait en France, et offert il radmiration de I'Eu- 
rope comme I'ouvrage par excellence, fut mis 
par des Franpais sous la protection du g^nie 
Anglais. O honte ! Et les philosophes se sont 
dit patriotcs, et la France, pour prix de sa d^ 
gradation, leur a ^lev^ des statues ! La si^le 
qui commence, plus jutte, parce qu'il a le sen- 
timent de la veritable grandeur, laissera ces 
statues et I'Encyclop^e s'ensevclir sous la 
m^e poussi^re." 
When to this are added the commendations that 
have been bestowed on Newton, the magnitude 
and the originality of the discoveries which have 
been attributed to him, the admiration which 
the words of Locke have excited, and the ho 
mage that has been paid to Milton and Shak 
speare, the treason which lurks at the bottom 
of it all will not escape the penetrating glance 
of Mr. Fiev^e ; .and he will discern that same 
cause from which every good Frenchman 
knows the defeat of Aboukir and of the firsf 
of June to have proceeded — the monster PHi, 
^ his EngUeh guineae. 



* **Gattl WM conquerad bv a penon of th« miim ei 
JulhM CeMr," is the tint phratt in one of Mr. Ne\» 
berry'e little books. 
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EDGEWORTH ON BULLS.' 

[Edihbusoh Rkyikw, 1803.] 



W£ hardly know what to say ahont this 
rambling, scrambling book ; but that we are 
quite sure the author, when he began any sen- 
tence in it, had not the smallest suspicion of 
what it was about to contain. We say the 
author; because, in spite of the mixture of 
sexes in the title-page, we are strongly in- 



the matter. Though the qucsticn is not a very 
rasy one, we shall venture to say, that a buU 
is an apparent congruity, and real incongruity 
of ideas, suddenly discovered. And if thjs 
account of bulls be just, they are (as might 
have been supposed) the very reverse of wit; 
for as wit discovers real relations, that are not 



clinod to suspect that the male contributions apparent, bulls admit apparent relations that 
exceed die female in a very great degree. The are not real. The pleasure arising from wit 
Essay on Bulls is written much with the same | proceeds from our surprise at suddenly disco- 
mind, and in the same manner, as a schoolboy | vering two things to be similar, in which we 
takes a walk: he moves on for ten yards on suspected no similarity. The pleasure aris- 
the straight road, with surprising persever- | mg from bulls proceeds from our discovering 
ance; then sets out after a butterfly, looks for two^ things to be dissimilar, in which a re- 
a bird's nest, or jumps backwards and forwards .^em'blance might have been suspected. The 
over a ditch. In the same manner, this nim- 1 ^ame doctrine will apply to wit, and to bulls 
ble and digressive gentleman is away after in action. Practical wit discovers connection 
every object which crosses his mind. If you | or relation between actions, in which duller 



leave him at the end of a comma, in a steady 
pursuit of his subject, you are sure to find him, 
before the next full stop, a hundred yards to 
Ihe right or left, frisking, capering, and grin- 
ning in a high paroxysm of merriment and 
agility. Mr. Edgeworth seems to possess the 
sentiments of an accomplished gentleman, the 
information of a scholar, and the vivacity of a 
first-rate harlequin. He ix. fuddled with ani- 
mal spirits, giddy with con.f dtutional joy ; in 
such a state he must have written on, or burst- 
A discharge of ink was an evacuation abso- 
lutely necessary, to avoid fatal and plethoric 
congestion. 

The object of the book is to prove, that the 
practice of making bulls is not more imputa- 
Die to the Irish than to any other people; and 
the manner ir^ rhich he sets about it, is to 
quote examples of bulls produced in other 
countries. But this is surely a singular way 
of reasoning the question: for there are goitres 
out of Valais, extortioners who do not wor- 
ship Moses, oat cakes out of the Tweed, and 
halm beyond the precincts of Oilead. If nothing 
can be said to exist pre-eminently and em- 
phatically in one country, which exists at all 
m another, then Frenchmen are not gay, nor 
Spaniards grave, nor are gentlemen of the 
Milesian race remarkable for their disinte- 
rested contempt of wealth in their connubial 
relations. It is probable there is some founda- 
tion for a character so generally diflused; 
though it is also probable that such founda- 
tion is extremely enlarged by fame. If there 
were no foundation for the common opinion, 
we must suppose national characters formed 
by chance; and that the Irish might, by acci- 
dent, have b«en laughed at as bashful and. 
sheepish; which is impossible. The author 
puzzles himself a good deal about the nature 
(if bulls, without coming to any decision about 

* Kssaf en Irish Built. B7 Ricrasd Lotkll EiHit- 
woRTii, and Maku Edokwokth. London, 1803. 



understandings discover none ; and practical 
bulls originate from an apparent relation be- 
tween two actions, which more correct under- 
5;tandings immediately perceive to have no 
relation at aU. 

Louis XrV. being extremely harassed by the 
repeated solicitations of a veteran officer for 
promotion, said one day, loud enough to be 
heard, ^ That gentleman is the most trouble- 
some officer I have in my service." " That is 
precisely the charge (said the old man) which 
vour majestjr's enemies bring against me." 

"An English gentleman," (says Mr. Edge- 
worth, in a story cited from Joe Millar,} " was 
writing a. letter in a coffee-house; and per- 
ceiving that an Irishman stationed behind him 
was taking that liberty which Parmenio used 
with his friend Alexander, instead of putting 
his seal upon the lips of the curiotts impertinent, 
the English gentleman thought proper to re- 
prove die Hibernian, if not with delicacy, at 
least with poetical justice. He concluded writ- 
ing his letter in these words : * I would say 
more, but a damned tall Irishman is reading 
over my shoulder every word I write.* 

"*You lie, you scoundrel,' said the self- 
convicted Hibernian.'" — (p.29.) 

The pleasure derived from the first of these 
stories, proceeds from the discovery of the 
relation that subsists between the object he 
had in view, and the assent of the officer to 
an observation so unfriendly to that end. In 
the first rapid glance which the mind throws 
upon his words, he appears, bjr his acquies- 
cence, to be pleading against himseld There 
seems to be no relation between what he says 
and what he wishes to effect by speaking. 

In the second story, the pleasure is directly 
the reverse. The lie given was apparently the 
readiest means of proving his innocence, and 
really the most effectual way of establishing 
his guilt. There seems for a moment to be a 
strong relation between the means and iho. ob- 
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jvct; while, in fact, no irrelation can be so 
complete. 

What connection is there between pelting 
stones at monkeys, and gathering cocoa-nuts 
from lofQr trees 1 Apparently none. Bat 
monkeys sit upon cocoa-nnt trees; monkeys 
are imitatiFe animals; and if you pelt a 
monkey with a stone, he pelts yon with a 
cocoa-nut in return. This scheme of gather- 
ing cocoai-nuts is very witty, and wonld be 
more so, if it did not appear usefhl : for the 
idea of utility is always inimical to the idea 
of wit.* There appears, on the contrary, to 
be some relation between the revenge of the 
Irish rebels against a banker, and the means 
which they took to gratify it, by burning all 
his notes wherever they found them; whereas 
they could not hare rendered him a more 
essential service. In both these cases of bulls, 
the one verbal, the other practical, there is an 
apparent congruity, and real incongmiQr of 
ideas. In both the cases of wit, there is an 
apparent incongruity and a real relation. 

It is clear that a bull cannot depend upon 
mere incongruihr alone; for if a man were to 
say that he would ride to London upon a cocked 
hat, or that he would cut his throat with a 
pound of pickled salmon, this, though com- 
pletely incongruous, would not be to make 
bulls, but to talk nonsense. The stronger the 
apparent connection, and the more complete 
the real disconnection of the ideas, the greater 
the surprise, and the better the bulL The less 
apparent, and the more complete the relations 
established by wit, the higher ^ratification 
does it afford. A great deal of the pleasure 
experienced from bolls, proceeds from the 
sense of superiority in ourselves. Bulls which 
we invented, or knew to be invented, might 
please, but in a less degree, for want of this 
additional zest 

As there must be apparent connection, and 
leal incongruity, it is seldom that a man of 
sense and education finds any form of words 
by which he is conscious that he might have 
been deceived into a bulL To conceive how 
the person has been deceived, he must sup- 
pose a degree of information very different 
from, and a species of character very hete- 

• It maM b* obMrred, that all the neat paeeloiuLaad 
many other ftellngt, eztinguiih the retiah for wit. Thoa 
Ijrm^ka jmdkm Dnm vUU tt trckatt, would be witty, were 
It not borderias on the aaUloie. The reaemblance be- 
tween the aandal tree imparthif (while tt fiOle) ita aro- 
matic fiarour to the edce of the axe, and the benevolent 
man rewarding eril with good, would be witty, did it 
Boc excite Tlrtnooa emotiona. There are many mechan- 
ical contrivaneea whkh excite aenaatlona yerjr ahnllar 
to wit ; bat the attention la abaorbed by their ntiUty. 
Rome of llerlhi^a machlnea, which have no ntllity at all, 
are quite aimilar to wit. A email model of a ateam- 
enchie, or mere aqulrt, la wit to a child. A man apecu- 
Utea OB the causea of the flrat, or in Ita conaequencea, 
and ao loaea the feeifnn of wU ; with the latter, be la too 
fkmlllar to be aurpriaed. In abort, the eaaence of every 
Bpeeiea of wit ie aurpriae 3 which vi umini, muat be 
audden f and the aenaatlona which wit haa a tendency to 
ezdte, are Impaired or deatroyed aa often aa tbejr are 
ati^ed with much thought or paaaion. 



rogeneous to, his own ; a process which di- 
minishes surprise, and consequently pleasure. 
In the above-mentioned story of the Irishman 
overlooking the man writing, no person of 
ordinary sagacity can suppose himself be- 
tra3red into such a mistake; biit he can easily 
represent to himself a kind of character thai 
might have been so betrayed. There ar^ 
some bulls so extremely fallacious, that any 
man may imagine himself to have been bo 
trayed into them; but these are rare: and, iv 
general, it is a poor, contemptible species ol 
amusement; a delight in which evinces a vei> 
bad taste in wit. 

Whether the Irish make more bulls thw. 
their neighbours, is, as we have before re 
marked, not a point of much importance ; but 
it is of considerable importance, that the ch» 
racter of a nation should not be degraded; and 
Mr. Edgeworth has great merit in his verr 
benevolent intention of doing justice to thV 
excellent qualities of the Irish. It is not pos 
sible to read his book, without feeling a stronf 
and a new disposition in their favour. Whe 
ther the imitation of the Irish manner be accu 
rate in his little stories we cannot determine; 
but we feel the same confidence in the accu* 
racy of the imitation, that is often felt in th« 
resemblance of a portrait, of which we have 
never seen the original. It is no very high 
compliment to Mr. Edgeworth*s creative pow- 
ers, to say, he could not have formed anything, 
which was not real, so like reality; but such a 
remark only robs Peter to pay Paul ; and gives 
every thing to his powers of observation, 
which it takes from tnose of his imagination. 
In truth, nothing can be better than his imita- 
tion of the Irish manner : It is first-rate painting. 

Edgeworth and Co. have another faculty in 
great periectiou. They arc eminently masters 
ofihe pathos. The Firm drew tears from us 
in the stories of little Dominick, and of the 
Irish beggar, who killed his sweethean : Never 
was any grief more natural or simple. The 
first, however, ends in a very foolish way ; 

-^— formosa wxpenu 
DesMt jmyiaem. 

We are extremely glad tha; our avocations 
did not call us from Bath to London on the day 
that the Bath coach conversation took place. 
We except from this wish the stcry with which 
the conversation terminates; for as soon as 
Mr. Edgeworth enters upon a story he excels. 

We must confess we have been much more 
pleased with Mr. Edgeworth in hl^ laughing 
and in his pathetic, than in his grave and rea- 
soning moods. He meant, perhaps, that wc 
should ; and it certainly is not v<!ry necessary 
that a writer should be profound on the sub- 
ject of bulls. Whatever be the deficiencies 
of the book, they are, in our estimation, amply 
atoned for by its merits ; by none more than 
that lively feeling of compassion which per- 
vades it for the distresses of the wild, kind 
hearted, blundering poor of Ireland. 
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TRIMMER AND LANCASTER/ 

[ElDmBURGR Rktxbw, 1606.] 



This is a book written by a lady who has 
s^ned considerable reputation at the comer 
of St Paul's churchyard ; who flames in the 
p-an of Mr. Newberry's shop ; and is, upon the 
whole, dearer to mothers and aunts than any 
other author who pours the milk of science 
into the mouths of babes and sucklings. Tired 
at last of scribbling for children, and getting 
npe in ambition, she has now written a book 
for grown-up people, and selected for her an- 
tagonist as stiff a controversialist as the whole 
field of dispute could well have supplied. Her 
opponent is Mr. Lancaster,-|- a Quaker, who has 
lately given to the world new and striking 
lights upon the subject of Education, and come 
forward to the notice of his counfiy by spread- 
ing order, knowledge, and innocence among 
the lowest of mankind. 

* Mr. Lancaster, she says, wants method in 
his book ; and therefore her answer to him is 
without any arrangement. The same excuse 
must suffice for the desultory observations we 
shall make upon this lady's publication. 

The first sensation of disgust we experienced 
at Mrs. Trimmer's book, was from the patron- 
izing and protecting air with which she speaks 
. of some small part of Mr. Lancaster's plan. 
She seems to suppose, because she has dedi- 
cated her mind to the subject, that her opinion 
must necessarily 1>e valuable upon it; forgets 
ting it to be barely possible, that her applica- 
tion may have made her more wrong, instead 
of more right If she can make out her case, 
that Mr. Lancaster is doing mischief in so im* 
portant a point as that of national education, 
she ha$ a right, in common with every one 
else, to lay her complaint before the public ; 
but a right to publish praises must be earned 
b^ something more difficult than the writing 
sixpenny books for children. This may be 
very good; though we never remember to have 
seen any one of them; but if they be no more 
remarkable for judgment and discretion than 
parts of the work before us, there are many 
thriving children quite capable of repaying 
the obligations they owe to their amiabUs in- 
structress, and of teaching, with grateful reta- 
liation, "the old idea how to shoot" 

In remarking upon the work before us, we 
shall exactly follow the plan of the authoress, 

pnmulgMUd hjf Mr. Jewnh Laiu*$Ur, jm hit TrwU evm- 
mtndng ikt hutnutiou of the CkUdren of tko Labowing- 
Ant 0/ tko CowmimUf ; mnd «/ tko SfHom of Chrittiam 
Eimoationfounioi hw owr piouo ForefaOero for tho Initia' 
Hon ^ tko Tounw Jknioro of tko EttoMiokod Ckurek in 
tko Frii^lJlfeo of^tko Rrformod RoUgion. By Mra. Trim- 
iiMr. 1805. 

t Lancaster invented the new method of education. 
The Charcb was eorely vexed at his soccess, endeavour- 
ed to set up Dr. Bell as the discoverer, and to run down 
poor Lancaster. C^rge the Third was irritated by this 
»bmbbjr eondaet, and always protected Lancaster. He 

nodetJgbted with tbim Review, and made Blr Herbert 

Tkr^m-rmudit m eeeond time toum. 



and prefix, as she does, the titles of diose 
subjects on which her observations are made; 
doing her the justice to presume, that her quo- 
tations are fairly taken from Mr. Lancaster's 
book. 

1. Mr, Loneasta^t Prtfaet4 — ^Mrs. Trimmer 
here contends, in opposiuon to Mr. Lancaster, 
that ever since the establishment of the Pro- 
testant Church, the education of the poor has 
been a national concern in this country; and 
the only argument she produces in support of 
this extravagant assertion, is an appeal to the 
act of uniformity. If there are n^Uons of 
Englishmen who caanot spell their own 
names, or read a sign-post which bids them 
turn to the right or left, is it any answer to 
this deplorable ignorance to say, there is an 
act of Parliament for public instruction 1 — to 
show the very line and chapter where the 
King, Lords, and Commons, in Parliament as- 
sembled, ordained the imiversality of reading 
and writing, when, centuries afterwards, the 
ploughman is no more capable of the one or 
the other than the beast which he drives 1 In 
point of fact, there is no Protestant country in 
the world where the education of the poor has 
been so grossly and infamously neglected as 
in England. Mr. Lancaster has the very high 
merit of calling the public attention to t£s 
evil, and of calUng it m the best way, by new 
and active remedies; and this uncandid and 
feeble lady, instead of using the influence she 
has obtained over the anility of these realms, 
to join that useful remonstrance which Mr. 
Lancaster has begun, pretends to deny that the 
evil exists ; and when you ask where are the 
schools, rods, peda^gues, primers, histories 
of Jack the Giant-killer, and all the usual ap- 
paratus for education, the onl^ thing she can 
produce is the ad of wUformUy and common 
prayer* 

2. The Prmeiplei on which Mr, haneaiter'M 
hutUuiion is eofidbctoi^—^ Happily for man- 
kind," says Mr. Lancaster, "it is possible to 
combine precept and practice together in the 
education of youth: that public spirit, or gene- 
ral opinion, which gives such strength to vice, 
may be rendered serviceable to the cause of 
virtue ; and in thus directing it, the whole se- 
cret, the beauty, and simplicity of national edu- 
cation consists. Suppose, for instance, it be 
required to train a youth to strict veracidr. 
He has learnt to read at school : he there reads 
the declaration of the Divine will respecting 
liars: he is there informed of the pernicious 
effects that practice produces on society at 
large ; and he is enjoined, for the fear of God, 
for the approbation of his friends, and for Uie 
good of his school-fellows, never to tell an un« 
truth. This is a most excellent precept ; but 
let it be taught, and yet, if the contrary prac- 
tice be txettttd with indifference by parents. 
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teachers, or associates, it will either weaken 
or destroy all the good that can be derived 
firom it : But if the parents or teachers tender- 
ly nip the rising shoots of vice ; if the asso- 
ciates of youth poor contempt on the liar ; he 
will soon hide his head with shame, and most 
likely leave off the practice."— (p. 24, 25.) 

The objection which Bfrs. Trimmer niakes. 
to this passage, is, that it is exalting the fear 
of man above the fear of God. This observation 
is as mischievons as it is unfounded. Un- 
doubtedly the fear of God ought to be the para- 
mount principle firom the very beginning of 
life, if it were possible to make it so; but it is 
a feelingwhich can only be built up by de- 
grees. The awe and respect which a child 
entertains for its parent and instructor, is the 
first scaffokMng upon which the sacred edifice of 
religion is reared. A child begins to pray, to act, 
and to abstain, not to please God, but to please 
the parent, who tells hun that such is the will of 
Go£ The religious principle gains ground 
from the power of association and the im- 
provement of reason ; but without the fear of 
man, — the desire of pleasing, and the dread of 
offending those with whom he lives^ — ^it would 
be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to 
cherish it at all in the minds of the children. 
If yon tell (says Mr. Lancaster) a child not to 
swear, because it is forbidden by God, and he 
finds everybody whom he lives with addicted 
to that vice, the mere precept will soon be 
obliterated ; which would acquire its just in- 
fluence if aided by the effect of example. Mr. 
loncaster does not say that the fear of man 
ever oug^ to be a stronger motive than the 
fear of God, or that, in a thoroughly formed 
character, it ever t» .• he merely says, that the 
fear of man may be made the most powerful 
mean to raise up the fear of God; and nothing, 
in our opinioo, can be more plain, more sen- 
sible, or better expressed, than his opinions 
upon these subjects. In corroboration of this 
sentiment, Mr. Lancaster tells the following 
story: — 

**A benevolent friend of mine," says he, 
"who resides at a village near London, where 
he has a school of tho class called Sunday 
SekooU, recomiqended several lads to me for 
education. He is a pious man, and these 
children had the advantage of good precepU 
under his instruction in an tmnent degree, but 
had reduced them to very little practice. As 
they came to my school from some distance, 
thev were permitted to bring their dinners; 
and, in the iaterval between morning and after- 
noon school hours, spent their time with a 
number of lads imder similar circumstances in 
a play-gronnd adjoining the school-room. In 
this play-gronnd the hoys usually enjoy an 
honi^s recreation ; tops, balls, races, or what 
best snits their inclination or Uie season of the 
year; but with this charge, <Let all be kept in 
innocence.* These lads thought themselves 
very happy at play with their new associates ; 
bat on a sadden they were seized and over- 
come by numbers, were brought into school 
jast as people in the street would seize a pick- 
pockety and bring him to the police office. 
Happening at that time to be within, I inquired, 
' WcU» boys^ what it a/i Ibis bustle about ?'~ 



Why, sir,' was the general reply, 'these lads 
have been swearing." This was announced 
with as much emphasis and solemnity as a 
judge would use in passing sentence upon a 
criminal. The culprits were, as may be sup- 
posed, in much terror. After the examination 
of wimesses and proof of the facts, they re- 
ceived admonition as to the offence ; and, on 
Sromise of better behaviour, were dismissed. 
To more was ever heard of their swearing; 
yet it was observable, that they were better 
acquainted with the theory of Chrittianity, and 
could give a more rational answer to queetiom 
from the ecripturef than several of the boys who 
had thus treated them, on comparison a$ owi- 
etabUi woM do a thief, I call this," adds Mr. 
Lancaster, "practical reKgioue inttructiont and 
could, if needful, give many such anecdotes.** 
-(p. 26, 27.) 

All that Mrs. Trimmer has to observe against 
this very striking illustration of Mn Lancas- 
ter's doctrine, is, that the monitors behaved to 
the swearers in a very rude and unchristian- 
like manner. She begins with being cruel, 
and ends with being silly. Her first observa- . 
tion is calculated to raise the posee eomitaiue 
against Mr. Lancaster, to get him stoned for 
impiety; and then, when he produces the most 
forcible example of the effect of opinion to 
encourage religious precept, she says such a 
method of preventing swearing is too rude for 
the gospeL True, modest, unobtrusive reli- 
gion—charitable, forgiving, indulgent Chris- 
tianity, is the greatest ornament and the 
greatest blessing that can dwell in the mind 
of man. But iS there is one character more 
base, more infiBimous, and more shocking than 
another, it is him who, for the sake of some 
paltry distinction in the world, is ever ready 
to accuse conspicuous persons of irreligion — 
to turn common informer for the church — and 
to convert the most beautifVil feelings i»f the 
human heart to the destruction of the good and 
great, by fixing upon talents the indelible 
stigma of irreligion. It matters not how trifling 
and how insignificant the accuser; cry DUt 
that the ehureh is in danger, and your object is 
accomplished ; lurk in the walk of hypocrisy, 
to accuse your enemy of the crime of Atheism, 
and his ruin is quite certain; acquitted or 
condemned, is the same thing; it is only suffi- 
cient that he be accused, in order that his 
destruction be accomplished. If we could 
satisfy ourselves that such were the real views 
of Mrs. Trimmer, and that she were capable 
of such baseness, we would have drawn bloo«l 
from her at every line, and left her in a stale 
of martyrdom more piteous than that of &L 
Uba. Let her attribute the milk and mildness 
she meets with in this review of her book, to 
the conviction we entertain, that she knew no 
better — ^that she re^y did understand Mr. Laii- 
caster as she pretends to understand him— antl 
that if she had been aware of the extent of the 
mischief she was doing, she would have tossed 
the manuscript spelling-book in which she 
was engaged into the fire, rather than have 
done it. As a proof that we are in earnest in 
speaking of Mrs. Trimmer's sim^Ucvt^H *«% 
must state ihc 6b\ectiou. aYi^ ms^^^ xo o^^ 's^ 
Mr. Lancaster's puiiis\via«va. **^\Au\Ti«av 
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sajTs Mr. Lancaster, "wiih a slovenly boy, I 
put a label upon his breast, I walk him round 
the school with a tin or a paper crown upon 
his head." " Surely," says Mrs. Trimmer (in 
reply to this), ** surely it should be remember- 
ed, that the Saviour of the world wa» crowned 
with thorns, in derision, and that this is the rea^ 
son why crowning is an improper punishment 
for a slovenly bop*/// 

Rewards and Punishmentsr—ldn, Trimmer 
objects to the fear of ridicule being made an 
instrument of education, because it may be 
hereafter employed to shame a boy out of his 
religion. 8he might, for the same reason, 
object to the cultivation of the reasoning 
faculty, because a boy may hereafter be reap 
soned out of his religion : she surely does not 
mean to say that she would make boys insen- 
sible to ridicule, the fear of which is one curb 
upon the follies and eccentricities of human 
nature. Such an object it would be impossible 
to effect, even if it were useful : Put a hundred 
boys together, and the fear of being laughed 
at will always be a strong influencing motive 
with every individual among them. & a mas- 
ter can turn this principle to his own use, and 
get boys to laugh at vice, instead of the old 
plan of laughing at virtue, is he not doing a 
very new, a very difficult, and a very laudable 
thing ! 

When Mr. Lancaster finds a little boy with 
a very dirty face, he sends for a little girl, and 
makes her wash off the dirt before the whole 
school: and she is directed to accompany her 
ablutions with a gentle box of the ear. To ns, 
this punishment appears well adapted to the 
offence; and in this, and in most other in- 
stances of Mr. Lancaster's interference in 
scholastic discipline, we are struck with his 
good sense, and delighted that arrangements 
apparently so trivi^, really so important, 
should have fallen under the attention of so 
ingenious and so original a man. Mrs. Trim- 
mer objects to this practice, that it destroys 
female modesty, and inculcates, in that sex, a 
habit of giving boxes on the ear. 

** When a boy gets into a singing tone in 
reading," says Mr. Lancaster, ''the best mode 
of cure that I have hitherto found effectual is 
by the jfbrcg of ridicule. — ^Decorate the offender 
with matches, ballads, (dying speeches if 
needful;) and in this garb send him round the 
school, with some boys before him cr3ring 
matches, &.c,, exactly imitating the dismsd 
tones with which such things are hawked 
about London streets, as will readily recur to 
the reader's memory. I believe many boys 
behave rudely to Jews more on account of the 
manner in which they cnr ' old clothes,' than 
because they are Jews. I have always found^ 
excellent effects from treating boys, who sing 
or tone in their reading, in the manner de- 
scribed. It is sure to turn the laugh of the 
whole school upon the delinquent; it provokes 
risibili^, in spite of every endeavour to check 
it, in all but the ofender. I have seldom known 
a boy thus punished once, for whom it was 
needful a second time. It is also very seldom 
that a boy deserves both a log and a shackle 
at the same time. Most boys are wise enough, 
wkm under one punishment, not to transgress 



immediately, lest it should be doabled.**-^p 
47, 4«.) 

This punishment is objected to on the part 
of Mrs. Trimmer, because it inculcates a dis- 
like to Jews, and an indifference about dying 
speeches ! To]rs, she says, given as rewards, 
are worldly things ; children are to be taught 
that there are eternal rewards in store for 
them. It is very dangerous to give prints as 
rewards, because prints may hereafter be the 
vehicle of indecent ideas. It is, above aU 
things, perilous to create an order of merit in 
the borough school, because it gives the boys 
an idea of the origin of nobility, "especially in 
times (we use Mrs. Trimmers own words) 
which furnish instances of the extinction of a 
race of ancient nobility, in a neighbouring nth 
Hon, and the elevation of some of the lowest peo- 
ple to the highest Nations. Boys accustomed to 
consider themselves the nebks of the school, may, 
in their future lives, form a conceit of their own 
merits (unless they have very sound principles), 
asjpire to be nobles of the land, and to take plaee 
of the hereditary nAility*' 

We think these extracts will sufliciently 
satisfy ever^ reader of common sense, of the 
merits of this publication. For our part, when 
we saw these ragged and interesting little 
nobles, shining in their tin stars, we only 
thought it probablie that the spirit of emulation 
would make them better ushers, tradesmen, 
and mechanics. We did, in truth, imagine we 
had observed, in some of their faces, a bold 
project for procuring better breeches for keep- 
mg out Uie blast of heaven, which howled 
through those garments in every direction, and 
of aspiring hereafter to greater strength of 
seam, and more perfect continuity of cloth. 
But for the safety of the titled orders we had 
no fear; nor did we once dream that the black 
rod which whipt these dirty little dukes, would 
one day be borne before them as the emblem 
of legislative dignity, and the sign of noble 
blood. 

Qrdb*^— The order of Mr. Lancaster has dis- 
played in the school is quite astonishing. 
Every boy seems to be the cog of a wheel — 
the whole school a perfect machine. This is 
so far fVom being a burden or constraint to 
the boys, that Mr. Lancaster has made it quite 
pleasant and interesting to them, by giving to 
It the air of military arrangement ; not fore- 
seeing, as Mrs. Tnmmer foresees, that, in 
times of public dangers, this plan furnishes 
the disafiected with the immedUate means of 
raising an army; for what have they to do but 
to send for all the children educated by Mr. 
Lancaster, from the different comers of the 
kingdom into which they are dispersed, — to 
beg it as a particular favour of them to fall 
into the same order as they adopted in the 
spelling class twenty-five years ago; and the 
rest is all matter of course — 

Jamque faces, et Saxa volant. 

The main object, however, for which this 
book is written, is to prove that the church es- 
tablishment is in danger, from the increase of 
Mr. Lancaster's institutions. Mr. Lancaster 
is, MB we have before observed, a Quaker. As 
a Quaker, he says, I cannot teach your creeds 2 
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but I pledge myself not to teach my own. I 
pledge myself (and if I deceive you, desert me, 
and give me up) to confine myself to those 
points of Christianity in which all Christians 
agree. To which Mrs. Trimmer replies, that, 
in the first place, he cannot do this; and, in 
the next place, if he did do it, it would not be 
enough. But why, we would ask, cannot Mr. 
Lancaster efiect his first object ? The prac- 
tical and the feeling parts of religion are much 
more likely to attract the attention and provoke 
the questions of children than its speculative 
doctrines. A child is not very likely to put 
any questions at all to a catechising master, 
and still less likely to lead him into subtle and 
profound disquisition. It appears to us not 
only practicable, but very easy, to confine the 
religious instruction of the poor, in the first 
years of life, to those general feelings and 
principles which are suitable to the estab- 
lished church, and to every sect ; afterwards, 
the discriminating tenets of each subdivision 
of Christians may be fixed upon this general 
basis. To say this is not enough, that a child 
should be made an Antisocinian, or an Antipe- 
lagian, in his tenderest years, may be very 
just; but what prevents you from making him 
so ? Mr. Lancaster, purposely and intention- 
ally, to allay all jealousy, leaves him in a state 
as well adapted for one creed as another. Be- 
gin ; make your pupil a firm advocate for the 
peculiar doctrines of the English church ; dig 
round about him, on every side, a trench that 
shall guard him from every species of heresy. 
In spite of all this clamour you do nothing; 



you do not stir a single step; you educate 
alike the swineherd and his hog; and then, 
when a man of real genius and enterprise 
rises up, and says. Let me dedicate my life to 
this neglected object ; I will do every thing but 
that which must necessarily devolve upon you 
alone ; you refuse to do your little, and compel 
him, by the cry of infidel and Atheist, to leave 
you to your ancient repose, and not to drive 
you, by ihsidious comparisons, to any system 
of active utility. We deny, again and again, 
that Mr. Lancaster's instruction is any kind of 
impediment to the propagation of the doc- 
trines of the church ; and if Mr. Lancaster 
was to perish with his system to-morrow, these 
boys would positively be taught nothing; the 
doctrines which Mrs. Trimmer considers pro- 
hibited would not rush in, but there would be 
an absolute vacuum. We will, however, say 
this in favour of Mrs. Trimmer, that if every 
one who has joined in her clamour, had la- 
boured one-hundredth part as much as she has 
done in the cause of national education, the 
clamour would be much more rational, and 
much more consistent, than it now is. By liv- 
ing with a few people as active as herself, she 
is perhaps somehow or another persuaded that 
there is a national education going on in this 
country. But our principal argument is, that 
Mr. Lancaster's plan is at least better than the 
nothing which preceded it. The authoress 
herself seems to be a lady of respectable opi- 
nions, and very ordinary talents; defending 
what is right without judgment, and believing 
what is holy without charity. 



PARNELL AND IRELAND/ 



[Edikbuegh Review, 1807.] 



Ir ever a nation exhibited s3nnptoms of 
downright madness, or utter stupidity, we con- 
ceive these symptoms may be easily recog- 
nized in the conduct of this country upon the 
Catholic question.! A man has a wound in 
his great toe, and a violent and perilous fever 
at the same time ; and he refuses to take the 
medicines for the fever, because it will discon- 
cert his toe ! The mournful and folly-stricken 
blockhead forgets that his toe cannot survive 
him ; — that if he dies, there can be no digital 
life apart from him ; yet he lingers and fondles 
over this last part of his body, soothing it 
madly with little plasters, and anile fomenta^ 
tions, while the neglected fever rages in his 



• Higt0ricmi Jip^logf fvr iJM M$k CatMiet. By WlL- 
LiAM Paemblu Esq. Fitzpatrick, Dablin, 1807. 

f I do noc retract- one lyUable (or o*e icta) of what I 
hare nid or written upon tbe Catholic question. What 
was wanted ft>r Ireland waa emancipation, time and Jua> 
tiee, abolition of present wronfs ; time for forfettinf past 
wrones. and that continued and even justice which 
wmiid mako such oblivinn wise. It is now onlv difflcult 
totranqaillize Ireland, before emancipation h was impos- 
sible. As to th« danger flrom Catholic doctrines, I must 
toave ffucM apprebensioDi to the reapectabto anil^y of 
litMfMlaw. iwlllMKanddlowltlilL 
6 



entrails, and bums away his whole life. If the 
comparatively little questions of Establish- 
ment are all that this country is capable of 
discussing or regarding, for God*s sake let us 
remember, that the foreign conquest which de- 
stroys all, destroys this beloved foe also. Pass 
over freedom, industry, and science — and look 
upon this great empire, by which we are about 
to be swallowed up, only as it afiects the man- 
ner of collecting tithes, and of reading the li- 
turgy — still, if all goes, these must go too; 
and even, for their interests, it is worth while 
to conciliate Ireland, to avert the hostility, and 
to employ the strength of the Catholic popula- 
tion. We plead the question as the sincerest 
friends to the Establishment; — as wishing to 
it all the prosperity and duration its warmest 
advocates can desire, — ^but remembering al- 
ways, what these advocates seem to forget, 
that the Establishment cannot be threatened 
by any danger so great as the perdition of the 
kingdom in which it is established. 

We are truly glad to agree so entirely with 
Mr. Pamell upon this great question ; we ad- 
mire hia way of thinking} aad moat oordiAlly 
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recommend his work to the attention of the ' 
public. The general conclusion which he at- 
tempts to prove is this; that religious senti- 
ment, however perverted to bigotry or fanati- 
cism, has always a tendency to moderation;! 
that it seldom assumes any great portion of ' 
aciivity or enthusiasm, except from novelty of 
opinion, or from opposition, contumely and 
persecution, when novelty ceases ; that a go- 
vernment has little to fear from any teligious 
sect, except while that sect is new. Give a 
government only time, and, provided it has the 
good sense to treat folly with forbearance, it 
must uliimately prevail. When, therefore, a 
sect is found, after a lapse of years, to be ill 
disposed to the government, we may be certain 
that government has widened its separation by 
marked distinctions, roused its resentment by 
contumely, or supported its enthusiasm by pcr- 
secution.> 

The particular conclusion Mr. Parnell at- 
tempts to prove is, that the Catholic religion 
in Ireland had sunk into torpor and inactivity, 
till government roused it with the lash i that 
even then, from the respect and attachment, 
which men are always inclined to show to- 
wards government, there still remained a large 
body of loyal Catholics; that these only de- 
creased in number from the rapid increase of 
persecution; and that, after all, the effects 
which the resentment of the Roman Catholics 
had in creating rebellions had been very much 
exaggerated. 

In support of these two conclusions, Mr. 
Parnell takes a survey of the history of Ireland 
from the conquest under Henry, to the rebellion 
under Charles the First, passing very rapidly 
over the period which preceded the Reforma- 
tion, and dwelling principally upon the various 
rebellions which broke out in Ireland between 
the Reformation and the grand rebellion in the 
reign of Charles the First. The celebrated 
conquest of Ireland by Henry the Second, ex- 
tended only to a very few counties in Lein- 
ster ; nine-tenths of the whole kingdom were 
left, as he found them, under the dominion of 
their native princes. The influence of ex- 
ample was as strong in this, as in most other 
instances ; and great numbers of the English 
settlers who came over under various adven- 
turers, resigned their pretensions to superior 
civilization, cast off* their lower garments, and 
lapsed into the nudity and barbarism of the 
Irish. The limit which divided the posses- 
sions of the English settler from those of the 
native Irish, was called the pale; and the ex- 
)>ression of inhabitants within paU, and vjith' 
out the pale, were the terms by which the two 
nations were distinguished. It is almost su- 
perfluous to state, that the most bloody and 
pernicious warfare was carried on upon the 
borders— sometimes for something— sometimes 
for nothing — most commonly for cows. The 
Irish, over whom the sovereigns of Eng- 
land aflected a sort of nominal dominion, were 
entirely governed by their own laws; and so 
very little connection had they with the justice 
of the invading country, that it was as lawful 
to kill an Irishman, as it was to kill a badger 
or a fox. The instances are innumerable, 
where the defendant has pleaded that the de- 



ceased was an Irishman, and that therefore 
defendant had a right to kill him ; — and upon 
the proof of Hibemicism, acquittal followed 
of course. 

When the English army mustered in any 
great strength, the Irish chieftains would do 
exterior homage to the English Crown ; and 
they very frequently, by this artifice, averted 
from their country the miseries of invasion : 
but they remained completely unsubdued, till 
the rebellion which took place in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, of which that politic woman 
availed herself to the complete subjugation of 
Ireland. In speaking of the Irish about the 
reign of Elizabeth, or James the First, we mast 
not draw our comparisons from England, bat 
from New Zealand; they were not civilized 
men, but savages ; and if we reason about their 
conduct, we must reason of them as savages. 

" After reading every account of Irish his- 
tory," (says Mr. Parnell,) •*one great perplexity 
appears to remain : How does it happen, that, 
from the first invasion of the English, till the 
reign of James I., Ireland seems not to have 
made the smallest progress in civilization or 
wealth ? 

" That it was divided into a number of small 
principalities, which waged constant war on 
each other; or that the appointment of the 
chieAains was elective; do not appear suffi- 
cient reasons, although these are the only ones 
assigned by those who have been at the trou- 
ble of considering the subject : neither are the 
confiscations of property quite sufficient to 
account for the effect There have been great 
confiscations in other countries, and still they 
have flourished : the petty states of Greece were 
quite analogous to the chiefries (as they were 
called) in Ireland; and yet they seemed to 
flourish almost in proportion to their dissen- 
sions. Poland felt the bad effects of an elec- 
tive monarchy more than any other country ; 
and yet, in point of civilization, it maintained 
a very respectable rank among the nations of 
Europe; but Ireland never, for an instant, 
made any progress in improvement till the 
reign of James I. 

" It is scarcely credible, that in a climate like 
that of Ireland, and at a period so far advanced 
in civilization as the cfnd of Elizabeth's reign, 
the greater part of the natives should go naked. 
Yet this is rendered certain by the testimony 
of an eye-witness, Fyncs Moryson. *In the 
remote parts,' he says, 'where the English 
laws and manners are unknown, the very chief 
of the Irish, as well men as women, go naked 
in the winter time, only having their privy 
parts covered with a rag of linen, and their 
bodies with a loose mantle. This I speak of 
my own experience ; yet remembering that a 
Bohemian Baron coming out of Scotland to os 
by the north parts of the wild Irish, told me in 
great earnestness, that he, coming to the house 
of O'Kane, a great lord amongst them, was 
met at the door by sixteen women all naked, 
excepting their loose mantles, whereof eight 
or ten were very fair; with which strange 
sight his eyes being dazzled, they led him into 
the hoase, and then sitting down by the fire 
with crossed legs, like tailors, and so low as 
•oiUd not but offend chastt eyw, desired him 
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to sit down with them. Soon after, 0*Kane, 
the lord of the country, came in ail naked, 
except a loose mantle and shoes, which he put 
off as soon as he came in; and, entertaining 
the Baron after his best manner in the Latin 
tongue, desired him to put off his apparel, 
which he thought to be a burden to him, and 
to sit naked. 

"•To conclude, men and women at night, 
going to sleep, lye thus naked in a round cir- 
cle about the fire, with their feet towards it 
They fold their heads and their upper parts in 
woollen mantles, first steeped in water to keep 
them warm ; for they say, that woollen cloth, 
wetted, preserves heat, (as linen, wetted, pre- 
serves cold,) when the smoke of their bodies 
has warmed the woollen cloth.' 

•* The cause of this extreme poverty, and of 
its long continuance, we must conclude, arose 
from the peculiar laws of property, which were 
in force under the Irish dynasties. These laws 
have been described by most writers as similar 
to the Kentish custom of gavelkind ; and in- 
deed so little attention was paid to the subject, 
that were it not for the researches of Sir J. 
Davis, the knowledge of this singular usage 
would have been entirely lost. 

" The Brehon law of property, he tells us, 
was similar to the custom (as the English law- 
yers term it) of hodge-podge. When any one 
of the sept died, his lands did not descend to 
his sons, but were divided among the whole 
sept : and, for this purpose, the chief of the 
sept made a new division of the whole lands 
brloDging to the sept, and gave every one his 
part according to seniority. So that no man 
had a property which could descend to his 
children; and even during his own life, his 
possession of any particular spot was quite 
uncertain, being liable to be constantly shuffled 
and changed by new partitions. The conse- 
quence of this was that there was not a house 
of brick or stone, among the Irish, down to 
the reign of Henry VII.; not even a garden or 
orchard, or well fenced or improved field, 
neither village or town, or in any respect the 
least provision for posterity. This monstrous 
custom, so opposite to the natural feelings of 
mankind, was probably perpetuated by the 
policy of the chiefs. In the first place, the 
power of partitioning being lodged in their 
^ands, made them the most absolute of tyrants, 
being the dispensers of the property as well as 
of the liberty of their subjects. In the second 
place, it had the appearance of adding to the 
Aumber of their savage armies ; for, where 
there was no improvement or tillage, war was 
pursued as an occupation. 

**In the early history of Ireland, we find 
several instances of chieftains discountenanc- 
ing tillage; and so late as Elizabeth's reign, 
Moryson says, that *8ir Neal Garve restrained 
his people from ploughing, that they might 
assist him to do any mischief.* " — (p. 98 — 102.) 

These quotations and observations will ena- 
ble us to state a few plain facts for the recol- 
lection of our English readers. U/. Ireland was 
never subdued till the rebellion in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth. 2d, For four hundred 
years before that period, the two nations had 
bMA almoit conaiantly at war ; and in conse- 



quence of this, a deep and irreconcileable ha 
tred existed between the people within and 
without the pale. Sd. The Irish, at the acces- 
sion of Queen Elizabeth, were unquestionably 
the most barbarous people in Europe. So 
much for what had happened previous to the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth : and let any man, 
who has the most superficial knowledge of 
human affairs, determine, whether national 
hatred, proceeding from such powerful causes, 
could possibly have been kept under by the de- 
feat of one single rebellion ; whether it would 
not have been easy to have foreseen, at that 
period, that a proud, brave, half-savage people, 
would cherish the memory of tneir wrongs for 
centuries to come, and break forth into arms 
at every period when they were particularly 
exasperated by oppression, or invited by op- 
portunity. If the Protestant religion had 
spread in Ireland as it did in England, and if 
there never had been any difference of faith 
between the two countries, — can it be believed 
that the Irish, ill-treated, and infamously go- 
verned as they have been, would never have 
made any efforts to shake off the yoke of Eng- 
land! Surely there are causes enough to 
account for their impatience of that yoke, 
wit^iout endeavouring to inflame the zeal of 
ignorant people against the Catholic religion, 
and to make that mode of faith responsible for 
all the butchery which the Irish and English, 
for these last two centuries, have exercised 
upon each other. Every body, of course, must 
admit, that if to the causes of hatred already 
specified, there be added the additional cause 
of religious distinction, this last will give 
greater force (and what is of more conse- 
quence to observe, give a name) to the whole 
aggregate motive. But what Mr. Parnell con- 
tends for, and clearly and decisively proves, is, 
that many of those sanguinary scenes attributed 
to the Catholic religion, are to be partly im- 
puted to causes totally disconnected from reli- 
gion; that the unjust invasion, and the tyran- 
nical, infamous policy of the English, are to 
take their full share of blame with the sophisms 
and plots of Catholic priests. In the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, Mr. Parnell shows, that 
feudal submission was readily paid to him by 
all the Irish chiefs; that the Reformation was 
received without the slightest opposition ; and 
that the troubles which took place at that 
period in Ireland, are to be entirely attributed 
to the ambition and injustice of Henry. In the 
reign of Queen Mary, there was no recrimi- 
nation upon the Protestants: — a striking proof, 
that the bigotry of the Catholic religion had 
not, at that period, risen to any great height in 
Ireland. The insurrections of the various 
Irish princes were as numerous, during this 
reign, as they had been in the two preceding 
reigns, — a circumstance rather difficult of ex- 
planation, if, as is commonly believed, the Ca- 
tholic religion was at that period the main 
spring of men's actions. 

In the reign of Elizabeth, the Catholic in the 
pale regularly fought against the Catholic out 
of the pale. O'Sullivan, a bigoted Papist, re- 
proaches them with doing so. Speaking of the 
reign of James the First, he says, *• And now 
the eyes even of the Englisb^ Irish" (the Ca- 
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tholics of the pale) ** were opened ; and they 
cursed their former folly for helping the here- 
tic." The English governmeni were so sen- 
sible of the loyally of the Irish English Catho- 
lics, thai they entrusted them with the most 
confidential services. The Earl of Kildare 
was the principal instrument in waging war 
against the chieftains of Leix and Off|il. Wil- 
liam O'Bourge, another Catholic, was created 
Lord Castle Connel for his eminent services; 
and MacGnlly Patrick, a priest, was the state 
spy. We pre-^nme that this wise and manly 
civuluct of Queen Elizabeth was utterly un- 
known h. th to the Pastrycook and the Secre- 
i.'iry of State, who have published upon the 
d.injjers of employing Catholics even against 
r:»reic:n enemies; and in those publications 
have said a great deal about the wisdom of our 
ancer.i.rs— the usual topic whenever the folly 
of their descendants is to be defended. To 
whatever other of our ancestors they may 
allude, they may spare all compliments to this 
illustrious Princess, who would certainly have 
kept the worthy confectioner to the composition 
of tarts, and most probably furnished him with 
the productions of the Right Honourable Sec- 
retary, as the means of conveying those juicy 
delicacies to an hungry and discerning pub- 
lic. 

In the next two reigns, Mr. Pamell shows 
by what injudicious measures of the English 
government the spirit of Catholic opposition 
was gradually formed ; for that it did produce 
nowerful effects at a subsequent period, he 
does not deny ; but contends only (as we have 
before stated), that these effects have been 
much overrated, and ascribed solely to the 
Catholic religion, when other causes have at 
least had an equal agency in bringing them 
about He concludes with some general re- 
marks on the dreadful state of Ireland, and 
the contemptible folly and bigotry of the Eng- 
lish ;• — remarks full of truth, of good sense, 
and of political courage. How melancholy 
to reflect, that there would be still some 
chance of saving England from the general 
wreck of empires, but that it may not be 
saved, because one politician will lose two 
thousand a year by it, and another three thou- 
sand — a third a place in reversion, and a fourth 
a pension for his aunt! — Alas! these are the 



* It would tMs as well, In ftiture, to lay no more of the 
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powerful causes which have always settled 
the destiny of great kingdoms, and which may 
level Old England, with all its boasted free- 
dom, and boasted wisdom, to the dust. Not 
is it the least singular among the political 
phenomena of the present day, that the sole 
consideration which seems to influence the 
unbigoted part of the English people, in this 
great question of Ireland, is a regard for the 
personal feelings of the Monarch. Nothing 
is said or thought of the enormous risk to 
which Ireland is exposed, — ^nothing of the 
gross injustice with which the Catholics are 
treated, — nothing of the lucrative apostasy 
of those from whom they experience this 
treatment: but the only concern by which we 
all seem to be agitated is, that the King must 
not be vexed in his old age. We have a great 
respect for the King; and wish him all the 
happiness compatible with the happiness of 
his people. But these are not times to pay 
foolish compliments to Kings, or the sons of 
Kings, or to any body else : this journal has 
always preserved its character for courage 
and honesty ; and it shall do so to the last. 
If the people of this country are solely occu- 
pied in considering what is personally agree- 
able to the King, without considering what is 
for his permanent good, and for the safety of 
his dominions ; if all public men, quitting the 
common vulgar scramble for emolument, do 
not concur in conciliating the people of Ire- 
land ; if the unfounded alarms, and the com- 
paratively trifling interests of the clergyy are 
to supersede the great question of freedom or 
slavery, it does appear to us quite impossible 
that so mean and so foolish a people can 
escape that destructicm which is reidj to burst 
upon them ; — a destruction so imminent, that 
it can only be averted by arming all in oar 
defence who would evidently be sharers in our 
ruin, — and by such a change of system u 
may save us from the hazarl of being ruined 
by the ignorance and cowardice of any gene- 
ral, by the bigotry or the ambition of any 
minister, or by the well-meaning scruples of 
any human being, let his dignity be what it 
may. These minor and domestic dangers we 
must endeavour firmly and temperately to 
avert as we best can ; but, at all hazards, we 
must keep out the destroyer from among us* 
or perish like wise and brave men in the 
attempt. 
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METHODISM.* 

[Edinburgh Review, 1808.] 



Tns is the production of an honest man, 
possessed of a fair share of understanding. 
He cries out lustily (and not before it is time), 
upon the increase of Methodism; proposes 
various remedies for the diminution "Of this 
evil ; and speaks his opinions Tvith a freedom 
which does him great credit, and convinces 
ns that he is a respectable man. The clergy 
are accused of not exerting themselves. What 
temporal motive, Mr. Ingram asks, have they 
for exertion? Would a curate, who had 
served thirty years upon a living in the most 
exemplary manner, secure to himself, by such 
a conduct, the slightest right or title to promo- 
tion in the church 1 What can you expect of 
a whole profession, in which there is no more 
connection between merit and reward, than 
between merit and beauty, or merit and 
strength 1 This is the substance of what Mr. 
Ingram says upon this subject ; and he speaks 
the truth. We regret, however, that this gen- 
tleman has thought fit to use against the dis- 
senters, the exploded clamour of Jacobinism ; 
or that he deems it necessary to call into the 
aid of the Churchr, the power of intolerant 
laws, in spite of the odious and impolitic tests 
to wiiich the dissenters are still subjected. 
We believe them to be very" good subjects; 
and we have no doubt but that any further at- 
tempt upon their religious liberties, without 
reconciling them to the Church, would have a 
direct tendency to render them disaffected to 
Jto the State, "" 

*** Mr. Ingram (whose book, by the by, is very 
dull and tedious) has fallen into the common 
mistake of supposing his readers to be as well 
acqoainted with his subject as he is himself; 
and has talked a great .deal about dissenters, 
without giving us any distinct notions of the 
spirit wWch pervades these people — the ob- 
jects th^ have in view — or the degree of 
talent which is to be found among them. To 
remedy this very capital defect, we shall en- 
deavour to set before the eyes of the reader a 
complete section of the tabernacle; and to 
present him with a near view of those secta- 
ries, who are at present at work upon the de- 
struction of the orthodox churches, and are 
destined hereafter, perhaps, to act as conspi- 
cuous a part in public affairs, as the children 
of Sion did in the time of Cromwell. 

The sources from which we shall derive 
our extracts, are the Evangelical and Metho- 
distical Magazines for the year 1807 ; — works 
which are said to be circulated to the amount 
of 18,000 or 20,000 each, every month; and 
which contain the sentiments of Arminian 
and Calvinisiic Methodists, and of the evan- 
B^ca l cleigy men of the Church of En'gtrmd. 
WeThaU i^ Oltf geueral'terih of Methodism, 

*C«SM« 0/ tkt Tnereatt of Methodism an4 Dissermon* 
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to designate these three classes of fanatics *^ 
not troubling ourselves to point out the finer ^ 
shades, and nicer discriminations of lunacy, 
but treating them all as in one general conspi- 
racy against common sense, and rational or- 
thodox Christianity. 

In reading these very curious productions, 
we seemed to be in a new world, and to have 
got among a set of beings, of whose existence 
we had hardly before entertained the slightest 
conception. It has been our good fortune to 
be acquainted with many truly religious per- 
sons, both in the Presbyterian and Episcopa- 
lian churches ; and from their manly, rational, 
and serious characters, our conceptions of 
true practical piety have been formed. To 
these confined habits, and to our want of pro- 
per introductions among the children of light 
and grace, any degree of surprise is to be at- 
tributed, which may be excited by the publi- 
cations before us ; which, under opposite cir- 
cumstances, would (we doubt not) have proved 
as great a source of instruction and delight to 
the Edinburgh reviewers, as they are to the 
most melodious votaries of the tabernacle. 

It is not wantonly, or with the most distant 
intention of trifling upon serious subjects, that 
we call the attention of the public to these sort 
of publications. Their circulation is so enor- 
mous, and so increasing, — they contain the 
opinions, and display the habits of so many 
human beings, — that they cannot but be ob- 
jects of curiosity and importance. The com- 
mon and the middling classes of the people 
arc the purchasers; and the subject is reli- 
gion, — ^though not that religion certainly which 
is established by law, and encouraged by na- 
tional provision. This may lead to unpleasant 
consequences, or it may not ; but it carries 
with it a sort of aspect, which ought to insure 
to it serious attention and reflection. 

It is impossible to arrive at any knowledge 
of a religious sect, by merely detailing the set- 
tled articles of their belief: it may be the 
fa.«;hion of such a sect to insist upon some arti- 
cles very slightly ; to bring forward others pro- 
minently ; and to consider some portion of their 
formal creed as obsolete. As the knowledge 
of the jurisprudence of any country can ncver^ 
be obtained by the perusal of volumes which" 
contain some statutes that are daily enforced, 
and others that have been silently antiquated: 
in the same manner, the practice, the preach- 
ing, and the writing of sects, are comments 
absolutely necessary to render the perusal of 
their creed of any degree of utility. 

It is the practice, we believe, with the orlho 
dox, both in the Scotch and English churches, 
to insist very rarely, and very discreetly, upon i 
the particular instances of the interference oC ^ 
Divine Providence. T\\e^ do tio\. cowv^'sv^^v^X 
the world is eoverucd on\>» \jn %^\i^x^'^a»^<-" 
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that a Saperintending Mind never interferes 
for particular purposes ; but such purposes are 
represented to be of a nature very awful and 
sublime, — when a guilty people are to be de- 
stroyed, when an oppressed nation is to be lift- 
ed up, and some remarkable change introduced 
into the order and arrangement of the world. 
With this kind of theology we can have no 
quarrel ; we bow to its truth ; we are satisfied 
I with the moderation which it exhibits; and we 
' have no doubt of the salutary effect which it 
produces upon the human heart. Let us now 
come to those special cases of the interference 
of Providence as they are exhibited in the pub- 
lications before us. 

^n interference with retpect to the Rev. James 
Moody. 

** Mr. James Moody was descended from pious 
ancestors, who resided at Paisley ; — his heart 
was devoted to music, dancing, and theatrical 
amusements; of the latter he was so fond, that 
he used to meet with some men of a similar 
cast to rehearse plays, and used to entertain a 
hope that he should make a figure upon the 
stage. To improve himself in music, he would 
rise very early, even in severely cold weather, 
and practise on the German flute: by his skill 
i>i music and singing, with his general powers 
of entertaining:, he became a desirable com- 
panion : he would sometimes venture to pro- 
fane the day of God, by turning it into a season 
of carnal pleasure : and would join in excur- 
sions on the water, to various parts of the vi- 
cinity of London. But the time was approach- 
ing, irhen the Lord, who had detigTU of tnerof for 
him, and for many others by his means, was about 
to ntop him in his vain career of sin and folly. There 
were two professing servants io the house 
where he lived ; one of these was a porter, who, 
in brushing his clothes, would say, * Master 
James, this will never do — you mast be other- 
wise employed — you must be a'minister of the 
gospel.' This worthy man, earnestly wishing 
his conversion, put into his hands that excel- 
lent book which God hath so much owned, 
Alleine^s Mnrm to the Unconverted. 

** About this time, it pleased God to visit him 
with a disorder in his eyes, occasioned, as. it 
was thought, by his sitting up in the night to 
improve himself in drawing. The apprehen- 
sion of losing his sight occasioned many seri- 
ous reflections; his mind was impressed with 
the importance and necessity of seeking the 
salvation of his soul, and he was induced to 
attend the preaching of the gospel. The first 
sermon that he heard with a desire to profit, 
was at Spa-fields Chapel ; a place where he had 
formerly frequented, when it was a temple of 
vanity and dissipation. Strong convictions of 
sin fixed on his mind; and he continued to at- 
tend the preached word, particularly at Totten- 
ham-court Chapel. Every sermon increased 
his sorrow and grief that he had not earlier 
sought the Lord. It was a considerable time 
before he found comfort from the gospel. He 
has stood in the free part of the chapel, hear- 
ing with such emotion, that the tears have 
Jfotred from his eyes in torrents; and, when 
Ac Jra§ returned home, he has continaed a great 



part of the night on his knees, praying over 
what he had heard. 

" The change effected by the power of the 
Holy Spirit on his heart now became visible to 
all. Nor did he halt between two opinions, as 
some persons do ; he became at once a decided 
character, and gave up for ever all his vain 
pursuits and amusements; devoting himself 
with as much resolution and diligence to the 
service of God, as he had formerly done to folly." 
Ev. Mag. p. 194. 

jfn interference respecting Cards, 

"A clergyman not far distant from the spot 
on which these lines were written, was spend- 
ing an evening — not in his closet wrestling 
with his Divine Master for the communication 
of that grace which is so peculiarly necessary 
for the faithful discharge of the ministerial 
function, — not in his study searching the sacred 
oracles of divine truth for materials wherewith 
to prepare for his public exercises and feed the 
flock under his care, — not in pastoral visits to 
that flock, to inquire into the state of their souls, 
and endeavour, by his pious and affectionate 
conversation, to conciliate their esteem, and 
promote their edification, — but at the card tabled 
— After stating that when it was his turn to 
deal, he dropped down dead, " It is worthy of 
remark (says the writer), that within a very 
few years this was the third character in the 
neighbourhood which had been summoned 
from the card table to the bar of God." — Ev, 
Mag. p. 962. 

Interference respecting Swearing — a Bee the imtru* 
ment, 
** A young man is stung by a bee, upon which 
he buffets the bees with his hat, uttering at the 
same time the most dreadful oaths and impre- 
cations. In the midst of his fury, one of these 
little combatants stung him upon the lip of that 
unruly member (his tongue), which was then 
employed in blaspheming his Maker. Thus 
can the Lord engage one of the meanest of his 
creatures in reproving the bold transgressor 
who dares to take his name in vain."— £v. 
Mag. p. 363. 

Interference with respect to David White, who wa» 
cured of Atheism and Scrofula by one Sermon of 
Mr. Coles. 

This case is too long to. quote in the lan- 
guage and with the evidences of the writers. 
The substance of it is what our title implies^— 
David Wright was a man with scrofulous legs 
and atheistical principles; — being with diffi- 
culty persuaded to hear one sermon from Mr. 
Coles, he limped to the church in extreme pain, 
and arrived there after great exertion ;--dar- 
ing church time he was entirely converted, 
walked home with the greatest ease, and never 
after experienced the slightest return of scro* 
fula or infidelity. — Ev. Mag. p. 444. 

The displeasure of Providence is expressed at Cop^ 
tain Scott's going to preach in Mr. Bomamfe 
ChapeL 

The sign of this displeasure is a violeat 
storm of thunder and lightning just as he came 
into town^ — Ev, Mag. p. 537. 
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Tnttrfrrtnrt with retpect to an Innkeeper, who wom 

destroyed for having appointed a cock-fight at the 

very tinu that the strvict was beginning at the 

Methodist Chapel. 

"* Never mind/ says the innkeeper, ' FIl gel a 
^eater congregation than the Methodist par- 
son ; — weHl have a cock-fight.' Bat what is 
man ! how insignificant his designs, how im- 
potent his strength, how ill-fated his plans, when 
opposed to that Being who is infinite in wisdom, 
boundless in power, terrible in judgment, and 
who frequently reverses, and suddenly renders 
abortive, the projects of the wicked ! A few 
days after the avowal of his intention, the inn- 
keeper sickened," dec dec. And then the nar- 
rator goes on to state, that his corpse was car- 
ried by the meeting-house, **on the day, and 
exactly at the time, the deceased had fixed for the 
cock-fight."— -M«/A. Mag, p. 126. 

In page 167, Meih, Mag,, a father, mother, 
three sons, and a sister, are destroyed by par- 
ticular interposition. ^ 

In page 222, Meth, Mag,, a dancing-master is 
destroyed for irreligion, — another person for 
swearing at a cock-fight, — and a third for pre- 
tending to be deaf and dumb. These are call- 
ed recent and authentic accounts of God*s aveng- 
ing providence. 

So much for the miraculous interposition of 

Providence in cases where the Methodists are 

concerned: we shall now proceed to a few spe- 

\cimens of the energy of their religious feelings. 

Mr, Roberts's feelings in the month of May, 1793. 
** But, all this time, my soul was stayed upon 
God ; my desires increased, and my mind was 
kept in a sweet praying frame, a going out of 
myself, as it were, and taking shelter in Him. 
Every breath I drew, ended in a prayer. I felt 
myself helpless as an infant, dependent upon 
God for all things. I was in a constant daily 
expectation of receiving all I wanted ; and, on 
Friday, May 31st, under Mr. Rutherford's ser- 
mon, though entirely independent of it, (for I 
could not give any account of what he had 
been preaching about,) I was given to feel that 
God was waiting to be very gracious to me ; 
the spirit of prayer and supplication was given 
me, and such an assurance that I was accepted 
'a the Beloved, as I cannot describe, but which 
I shall never forgeu"— AfeM. Mag, p. 35. 

Mn, EHxaheth Price and her attendants hear sacred 
music on a sudden. 

" A few nights before her death, while some 
neighbours and her husband were sitting up 
with her, a sudden and joyful sound of music 
was heard by all present, although some of them 
fpere carnal people: at which time she thought 
she saw her crucified Saviour before her, speak- 
ing these words with power to her soul, * Thy 
sins are forgiven thee, and I love thee freely.' 
Ader this she never doubted of her acceptance 
with God ; and on Christmas day following was 
taken to celebrate the Redeemer's birth in the 
Paradise of God. Micsaxl Cousiy." — Meth. 
Mag. p. 137. 

T.JL^a Sailor on board of the Slag frigate has a 
special revelation from our Saviour, 

- October 26th, being the Lord's day, he had 
t remsLrkMe maaifestation of God's loye to 



his soul. That blessed morning, he was much 
grieved by hearing the wicked use profane 
language, when Jesus revealed himself to him, 
and impressed on his mind those words, * Fol- 
low Me.' This was a precious day to him." 
Meth. Mag, p. 140. 

Tlu manner in which Mr, Thomas Ccf)k was accui* 
tomed to accost S, D, 
"Whenever he met me in the street, his 
salutation used to be, *Have you free and 
lively intercourse with God to-day? Are you 
giving your whole heart to Godi' I have 
known him on such occasions speak in so 
pertinent a manner, that I have been as- 
tonished at his knowledge of my state. Meet- 
ing me one morning, he said, *I have been 
praying for you ; you have had a sore conflict, 
though all is well now.' At another time he 
asked, * Have you been much exercised these 
few days, fur I have been led to pray that you 
might especially have suffering grace.'" — Meth, 
Mag. p. 247. 

Mr, John Kestin on his dealh-^ed, 
"*0h, my dear, I am now going to glory, 
happy, happy, happy. I am going to sing 
praises to Gt3d and the Lamb ; I am going to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I think I can see \ 
my Jesus without a glass between. I can, J 
feel I can, discern * my title clear to mansions 
in the skies.* Come, Lord Jesus, come ! why 
are thy chariot-wheels so long delaying!'" 
Ev,Mag,^, 124. 

The Reverend Mr, Mead's sorrow for his sins, 
"This uTought him up to temporary despe- 
ration; his inexpressible grief poured itself 
forth in groans : *0h, that I had never sinned 
against God ! I have a hell here upon earth, and 
there is a hell for me in eternity !' One Loni's 
day, very early in the morning, he was awoke by 
a tempest of thunder and lightning; and ima- 
gining it to be the end of the world, his a^ony 
was great, supposing the great day of divine 
wrath was come, and he unprepared : but hap- 
py to find it not so." — Ev, Mag, p. 147. 

Similar case of Mr, John Robinson, 
"About two hours before he died, he was in 
great agony of body and mind : it appeared 
that the enemy was permitted to stniggle with 
him ; and being greatly agitated, he cried out, 
* Ye powers of darkness bej?one !* This, how- 
ever, did not last long: *the prey was taken 
from the mighty, and the lawful captive de- 
livered,' although he was not permitted to tell 
of his deliverance, but lay quite still and com- 
posed.*' — Ev, Mag. p. 177. 

The Reverend William Tcnnant in an heavcnltf 
trance. 
" * While I was conversing with my brother,' 
said he, • on the state of my soul, and the fears 
I had entertained for my future welfare, I found 
myself in an instant, in another state of exist- 
ence, under the direction of a superior being, 
who ordered me to follow him. I was wafted 
along, I know not how, till I beheld at a dis- 
tance an ineffable glory, the impression of 
which on my mind it is impos?^vbV^ \.c\ cwcvxsvm- 
nicate to mortal man. Wrcvm^^x^x^Vj T^^^^\ft\ 
on my happy c\iati%?i \ «av^ ^ox\^v> "^ ^•-x 
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blessed be God ! I am safe at last, notwith- 
standing all my fears. I saw an innumerable 
host of happy beings surrounding the inex- 
pressible glory, in acts of adoration and joy- 
ous worship ; but I did not see any bodily shape 
or representation in the glorious appearance. 
I heard things unutterable. I heard their songs 
and hallelujahs of thanksgiving and praise, 
with unspeakable rapture. I felt joy imutter- 
able and full of glory. I then applied to my 
conductor, and requested leave to join the 
happy throng.' *' — Ev, Mag, p. 251. 

The following we consider to be one of the 
most shocking histories we ever read. God 
only knows how many such scenes take place 
in Uie gloomy annals of Methodism. 

** A young man, of the name of Si C , 

grandson to a late eminent Dissenting minister, 
and brought up by him, came to reside at 

K g, about the year 1803. He attended at 

the Baptist place of worship, not only on the 
Lord's day, but frequently at the week-day 
lectures and prayer-meetings. He was sup- 
posed by some to be seriously inclined ; but 
his opinion of himself was, that he had never 
experienced that divine change, without which 
no man can be saved. 

** However that might be, there is reason to 
believe he had been for some years under 
powerful convictions of his miserable condi- 
tion as a sinner. In June, 1806, these convic- 
tions were observed to increase, and that in a 
more than common degree. From that time 
he went inlc no company; but, when he was 
not at work, kept in his chamber, where he 
was employed in singing plaintive hymns, and 
bewailing his lost and perishing state. 

** He had about him several religious peo- 
ple ; but could not be induced to open his mind 
to them, or to impart to any one the cause of 
his distress. Whether this contributed to in- 
crease it or not, it did increase, till his health 
was g:reatly affected by it, and he was scarce- 
ly able to work at his business. 

" While he was at meeting on Lord's day, 
September 14th. he was observed to labour 
under very great emotion of mind, especially 
when he heard the following words : * Sinner, 
if you die without an interest in Christ, you 
will sink into the regions of eternal death.* 

" On the Saturday evening following, he in- 
tini^^ted to the mistress of the house where he 
lodged, that some awful judgment was about 
to come upon him ; and as he should not be 
able to be at meeting next day, requested that 
an attendant might be procured to stay with 
him. She replied, that she would herself stay 
at home, and wait upon him ; which she did. 

" On the Lord's day he was in great agony 
of mind. His mother was sent for, and some 
religious friends visited him ; but all was of 
no avail. That night was a night dreadful 
beyx)nd conception. The horror which he en- 
dured brought on all the symptoms of raging 
madness. He desired the attendants not to 
come near him, lest they should be burnt He 
said that *the bed-curtains were in flames, — 
that he smelt the brimstone, — that devils were 
come to fetch him, — that there was no hope 
for bim, for that he had sinned against light 



and con^nlctjon, and that he should certainly 
go to hell.' It was with difficulty he^ could be 
kept in bed. 

" An apothecary being sent for, as soon as 
he entered the house, and heard his dreadful 
bowlings, he inquired if he had not been bitten 
by a maid dog. His appearance, likewise, 
seemed to justify such a suspicion, his coun- 
tenance resembling that of a wild beast mors 
than of a man. 

" Though he had no feverish heat, yet his 
pulse beat above 150 in a minute. To abate 
the mania f a quantity of blood was taken from 
him, a blister was applied, his head was shaved, 
cold water was copiously poured over him, 
and fox-glove was administered. By these 
means his fury was abated ; but his mental 
agony continued, and all tiie symptoms . of 
madness which his bodily strength, thus re- 
duced, would allow, till the following Thurs- 
day. On that day he seemed to have recovered 
his reason, and to be calm in his mind. In 
the evening he sent for the apothecary; and 
wished to speak with him by himself. The 
latter, on his coming, desired every one to 
leave the room, and thus addressed him: 
< C— — , have you not something on your 
mind V * Ay,' answered he, * thai is it /' He 
then acknowledged that, early in the month 
of June, he had gone to a fair in the neigh- 
bourhood, in company with a number of wicked 
young men : that they drank at a public-house 
together till he was in a measure intoxicated ; 
and that from thence they went into other com- 
pany, where he was criminally connected with 
a harlot. ' I have been a miserable creature,* 
continued he, * ever since ; but during the last 
three days and three nights, I have been in a 
$tate of desperation.' He intimated to the 
apothecary, that he could not bear to tell this 
story to his minister : * But,* said he, * do you 
inform him that I shall not die in despair ; for 
light has broken in upon me ; I have been led 
to the great Sacrifice for sin, and I now hope 
in him for salvation.' 

« From this time his mental distress ceased, 
his countenance became placid, and his con- 
versation, instead of being taken up as before 
with fearful exclamations concerning devils 
and the wrath to come, was now confined to , 
the dying love of Jesus ! The apothecary wai 
of opinion, that if his strength had not been so 
much exhausted, he would now have been in 
a state of religious transport His nervous 
system, however, had received such a shock, 
that his recovery was doubtful ; and it seemed 
certain, that if he did recover, he would sink 
into a state of idiocy. He survived this inter- 
view but a few days."— £». Mag. p. 4ia, 413. 

A religious observer stands at a turnpike 
gate on a Sunday, to witness the profane crowd 
passing by ; he sees a man driving very clum- 
sily in a gig; the inexperience of the driver 
provokes the following pious observations. 

" * What (said I to myself) if a single un- 
toward circumstance should happen ! * Should 
the horse take fright, or the wheel on either 
side get entangled, or the gig npset, — in either 
case what can preserve themi And should a 
mommg so fair and promising bring on evil 
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before nighty — should .death on his pale horse 
appear^ — what follows 1 My mind shuddered 
at the images I had raised.' ' — jSv. Mag, p, 558, 
669. 

Miu Louisa Cookers rcpiurous state, 
**■ From this period she lived chiefly in retire- 
ment, either in reading the sacred volame on 
her knees, or in pouring out her soul in prayer 
to God. While thus employed, she was not 
unfrequently indulged with visits from her 
gracious Lord ; and sometimes she felt herself 
to be surrounded, as it were, by his glorious 
presence. Alter her return to Bristol, her frame 
of mind became so heavenly, that she seemed 
often to be dissolved in the love of God her 
Saviour."— J^p. Mag. p. 676, 577. 

Ohjeetimn to Almanacks* 
^Let those who have been partial to such 
vain p^ductions, only read Isaiah xlvii. 13, 
and Daniel ii. 27 ; and they will here sec what 
they are to be accounted of, and in what com- 
pany they are to be found ; and let them learn 
to despise their equivocal and artful insinua- 
tions, which are too frequently blended with 
profanity ; for is it not profanity in them to at- 
tempt to palm their frauds upon mankind by 
Scripture quotations, which they seldom fail to 
do. especially Judges v. 20, and Job xxxviii. 
311 neither of which teaches nor warrants 
any such practice. Had Baruch or Deborah 
consulted the stars? No such thing." — Ev, 
Mag, p. 600. 

This energy of feeling will be found occa^ 
sionally to meddle with, and disturb the ordi- 
. nary occupations and amusements of life, and 
to raise up little qualms of conscience, which, 
instead of exciting respect, border, we fear, 
somewhat too closely upon the ludicrous. 

A Methodist Footman. 
** A gentleman's servant, who has led a good 
place because he was ordered to deny his mas- 
ter when actually at home, wishes something 
oir this subject may be introduced into this 
work, that persons who are in the habit of 
denying themselves in the above manner may 
be convinced of its evil." — Ev. Mag. p. 72. 

Doubts if it is right to take any interest for 
money. 
** Usury. — Sir, I beg the favour of you to in- 
sert the iol lowing case of conscience. I fre- 
quently find in Scripture, that Usury is parti- 
cularly condemned; and it is represented as 
the character of a good man, that * he hath not 
^rea forth upon usury, neither hath taken any 
increase,' Ezek. xviii. 8, &c. I wish, there- 
fore, to know how such passages are to be un- 
derstood ; and whether the taking of interest 
for money, as it is universally practised among 
us. can be reconciled with the word and will 
of God 1 Q."— ^p. J»fa^. p. 74. 

Danang iU suited to a ereaturt on triid fbr 
eternity 
•If dancing be a waste of time; if the prc- 
ciuus hours devoted to it may be better em- 
ployed; if it be a species of trifling ill suited 
to a creature on trial for eternity, and hasten- 
ing towards it on the swift wings of time; if it 
be incompatible with genuine revcntance, true 
6 



faith in Christ, supreme love to God, and a 
state of genuine devotedness to him, — ^then 
is dancing a practice utterly opposed to the 
whole spirit and temper of Christianity, and 
subversive of the best interests of the rising 
generation." — Meih. Mag. p. 127, 128. 

The Methodists consider themselves as con- 
stituting a chosen and separate people, living y 
in a land of atheists and voluptuaries. Tho 
expressions by which they designate their own 
sects, are the dear peoplt-^he elect — the people 
of God. The rest of mankind are carnal peo' 
pie, the people of this world, &c. &c. The chil 
dren of Israel were not more separated, through 
the favour of God, from the Egyptians, than 
the Methodists are, in their own estimation, 
from the rest of mankind. We had hitherto 
supposed that the disciples of the Established 
churches in England and Scotland had been 
Christians ; and that, after baptism, duly per- 
formed by the appointed minister, and partici- 
pation in the customarj' worship of these two 
churches, Christianity was the religion of 
which they were to be considered as mem- 
bers. We see, however, in these publications, 
men of twenty or thirty years of age first called 
to a knowledge of Christ under a sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Venn,— or first admitted into the 
church of Christ under a sermon by the Rev. 
Mr. Romaine. The apparent admission turns 
out to have been a mere mockery; and the 
pseudo-Christian to have had no religion at all, 
till the business was really and effectually done 
under these sermons by Mr. Venn and Mr. 
Romaine. 

An awful andgtneral departure from the Christian 
Failh in the Church of England, 
" A second volume of Mr. Cooper's sermons 
is before us, stamped with the same broad seal 
of truth and excellence as the former. Amidst 
the awful and general departure from the faith, 
as once delivered to the saints, in the Church 
of England, and sealed by the blood of our 
Reformers, it is pleasing to observe that there 
is a remnant, according to the election of grace, 
who continue rising up to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God, and to call back their fellows 
to the consideration of the great and leading 
doctrines on which the Reformation was built, 
and the Church of England by law established. 
The author of these sermons, avoiding all 
matters of more doubtful disputation, avowedly 
attaches himself to the great fundamental 
truths ; and on the two substantial pillars, the 
Jachin and Boaz of the living temple, erects 
his superstructure. 1. Justification by faith, 
without works, free and full, by grace alone, 
through the redemption which is in Jesus 
Christ, stands at the commencement of the 
first volume ; and on its side rises in the beauty 
of holiness," &c.— £». Mag. p. 79. 

Jlfr. Robinson called to the knowledge of Christ under 
Mr, Venn^t Sermon. 
« Mr. Robinson was called in early life to thii 
knowledge of Christ, under a sermon at Su 
' Dunstan's, by the late Rev. Mr. Venn, frdm 
j Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26 ; the remembrance of vVv\cVi 
greatly Tefres\\cA V\s somY xx^oti \sa» ^^*2^ 
I bed."— £tj. Mag p. \1^. 
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ChritUanity introducid into the Parish of Launton^ 
near Bicetter, in the year 1807. 

"Avery general spirit of inquiry having ap- 
peared for some time in the village of Launton, 
near Bicester, some serious persons were ex- 
cited to communicate to them the word of life." 
Ev. Mag, p. 880. 

We learn in page 128, Meth. Magy that twelve 
months had elapsed from the time of Mrs. 
Jocker's joining the people of God^ before she 
obtained a clear sense of forgiveness. 
A religious Hoy Htt off every week for Margate, 

** Religious Passengers accommodated,^— To the 
Editor^-^ir, it afforded me considerable plea- 
sore to see upon the cover of your Magazine 
for the present month, an advertisement, an- 
nouncing the establishment of a packet, to sail 
weekly between London and Margate, during 
the season ; which appears to have been set on 
foot for the accommodation of religious cha- 
racters; and in which 'no profane conversa- 
tion is to be allowed.' 

" To those among the followers of a crucified 
Redeemer, who are in the habit of visiting the 
Isle of Thanet in the summer, and who, for the 
sea air, or from other circumstances, prefer 
travelling by water, such a conveyance must 
certainly be a desideratum^ especially if they 
have experienced a mortification similar to that 
of the writer, in the course of the last summer, 
when shut up in a cabin with a mixed multi- 
tude, who spake almost all languages but that 
of Canaan. Totally unconnected with the con- 
cern, and personally a stranger to the worthy 
owner, I take the liberty of recommending this 
vessel to the notice of my fellow-Chrisiians ; 
persuaded that they will think themselves bound 
to patronise and encourage an undertaking that 
has the honour of the dear Redeemer for its 

Srofessed object. It ought ever to be remem- 
ered, that every talent we possess, whether 
large or small, is given us in trost to be laid 
col for God ; — and I have often thought that 
Christians act inconsistently with their high 
j^rofession, when they omit, even in their most 
common and trivial expenditures, to give a 
decided preference to the friends of their Lord. 
I do not, however, anticipate any such ground 
of complaint in this instance ; but rather believe 
that the religious world in general will cheer- 
fully unite with me, while I most cordially wish 
success to the Princess of Wales Yacht, and 
pray that she may ever sail under the divine 

{)roteclion and blessing;— that the humble fol- 
owers of Him who spoke the storm into a 
calm, when crossing the lake of Gennesareth, 
may often feel their hearts glowing with sacred 
ardoar, while in her cabins they enjoy sweet 
communion with their Lord and with each 
other; — and that strangers, who may be provi- 
dentially brought among them, may see so much 
of the beauty and excellency of the religion of 
Jesus exemplified in their conduct and conver- 
sation, that they may be constrained to say, 
•We will go with you, for we perceive that 
God is with you.— Your God shall be our God, 
and his people shall henceforth be our chosen 
companions and associates.' I am, Mr. Editor, 
£^Z^J^^^'^^^ ^^^^ ^'^^ ''ster in the gospel 



A religious newspaper is announced in the Ev, M» 
for September, — It is said of common newspa- 
pers, ** That they are absorbed in temporal concerns, 
while the consideration of thou which are eternal is 
postponed ; the business of this life has super- 
seded the claims of immortality; and the 
monarchs of the world have engrossed an at- 
tention which would have been more properly 
devoted to the Saviour of the universe." It is 
then stated, ** that the columns of this paper 
{The Instructor, price 6d,) will be supplied by 
pious reflections; suitable comments to im- 
prove the dispensations of Providence will be 
introduced ; and the whole conducted with an 
eye to our spiritual, as well as temporal, wel- 
fare. The work will contain the latest news 
up to four o'clock on the day of publication, 
together with the most recent religious occur- 
[ rences. The prices of stock, and correct 
, market-tables, will also be accurately detailed." 
Ev. Mag. September Advertisement. The Eclectic 
\ Review is also understood to be carried on upon 
! Methodistical principles. 

Nothing can evince more strongly the influ- 
ence which Methodism now exercises upon 
common life, and the fast hold it has got of the 
people, than the advertisements which are cir- 
culated every month in these very singular 
publications. On the cover of a single num- 
ber, for example, we have the following: — 

"Wanted, by Mr. Turner,' shoemaker, a 
steady apprentice ; he will have the privilege 
of attending the ministry of the gospel ; — a 
premium expected, p. 3. — Wanted, a serious 
young woman, as servant of all work, 3. — 
■ Wanted, a man of serious character, who can 
L shave, 3. — Wanted, a serious woman to assist 
I in a shop, 3. — A joung person in the millinery 
line wishes to be in a serious family, 4. — Wants 
a place, a young man who has brewed in a se- 
rious family, 4. — Ditto, a young woman of 
evangelical principles, 4. — Wanted, an active 
serious shopman, 5. — ^To be sold, an eligible 
residence, with sixty acres of land; gospel 
preached in three places within half a mile, 5.— 
A single gentleman may be accommodated 
with lodging in a small serious family, 5. — To 
let, a genteel first floor in an airy situation near 
the Tabernacle, 6. — Wanted, a governess, of 
evangelical principles and corresponding cha- 
racter, 10." 

The religious vessel we have before spoken 
of, is thus advertised : — 

*• The Princess of Wales Yacht, J. Chapman, 
W. Bourn, master, by divine permission, will 
leave Ralph's Quay every Friday, 11," 4cc.&c. 
— July Ev. Mag. 

After the specimens we have given of these 
people, any thing which is said of their activity 
can very easily be credited. The army and 
navy appear to be particular objects of their 
attention. 

** British Navy, — It is with peculiar pleasure 
we insert the following extract of a letter from 
the pions chaplain of a man-of-war,^to a gen- 
tleman at Gosport, intimating the power and 
grace of God manifested towards our brave 
seamen. ** Off Cadiz, Nov. 26, 1806. — My dear 
friend — A fleet for England found us in the 
night, and is \usx ^o'vxvf^ OLV^^y. I have only to 
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tell you that the work of God seems to prosper. 
Many are under convictions; — some, I trust, 
are converted. I preach every night, and am 
obliged to have a private meeting afterwards 
with those who wish to speak about their souls. 
But my own health is ^ujOHering much, nor shall 
I probably be able long tobear it. The ship is 
like a tabernacle; and really there is much 

external reformation. Capu raises no 

objection. I have near a hundred hearers 
every night at six o'clock. How unworthy am 
I !— Pray for us.' "— £». Mag. 84. 

The Tetlimony of a profane Officer to the worth of 
Pious Sailon. 

« Mr. Editor— In the mouth of two or three 
witnesses a truth shall be established. I re- 
cently met with a pleasing confirmation of a 
narrative, stated sometime since in your Maga- 
zine. I was surprised by a visit from an old 
acquaintance of mine the other day, who is 
now an officer of rank in his Majesty's navy. 
In the course of conversation, I was shocked 
at the profane oaths that perpetually interrupted 
his sentences; and took an opportunity to 
express my regret that such language should 
be so common among so valuable a body of 
men. * Sir,' said he, still interspersing many 
solemn imprecations, 'an officer cannot live at 
sea without swearing; — not one of my men 
would mind a word without an oath ; it is com- 
mon sea-language. If we were not to swear, 
the rascals would take us for lubbers, stare in 
our faces, and leave us to do our commands 
ourselves. I never knew but one exception; 
and that was extraordinary. I declare, believe 
me 'tis true (suspecting that I might not credit 
it), there was a set of fellows called MethodistSt 
on board the Victory, Lord Nelson's ship (to 
be 5ure he was rather a religious man him- 
self!}, and those men never wanted swearing 
at. The do^ were the best seamen dh board. 
Every man kntvo his duty, and every man did 
hi<« duty. They used to meet together and sing 
hymns ; and ndbody dared molest them. The 
commander would not have suffered it, had 
they attempted it. They were allowed a mess 
by themselves ; and never mixed with the other 
men. I have often heard them singing away 
myself; and 'tis true, I assure you, but not one 
of them was either killed or wounded at the 
battle of Trafalgar, though they did their duty 
as well as any men. No, not one of the psalm- 
singing gentry was even hurt ; and there the 
fellows are swimming away in the Bay of Bis- 
cay at this very lime, singing like the d . 

They are now under a new commander; but 
iX\\\ are allowed the same privileges, and mess 
by themselves. These were the only fellows 
that ever I knew do their duty without swear- 
ing; and I will do them the justice to say they 
do it.' J. C."— £». Mag. p. 1 19, 120. 

These people are spread over the face of the 
whole earth in the shape of missionaries. — 
Upon the subject of niissions we shall say very 
little or nothing at present, because we reserve 
it for another article in a subsequent Number. 
Bat we cannot help remarking the magnitude 
of the collections made in favour of the mis- 
tionaries at the Methodistical chapels, when 
eoiDpared with the coDectinn^ for any common 



object of charity in the orthodox churches and 
chapels. 

" Religious Trad Society. — A most satisfac- 
tory report was presented by the committee ; 
from which it appeared that, since the com- 
mencement of the institution in the year 1799, 
upwards of four millions of religious tracts 
have been issued under the auspices of the 
society; and that considerably more than one- 
fourth of that number have been sold during 
the last year." — Ev. Mag. p. 284. 

These tracts are dropped in villages by the 
Methodists, and thus every chance for con- 
version afforded to the common people. There 
is a proposal in one of the numbers of the 
volumes before us, that travellers, for every 
pound they spend on the road, should fling one 
shilling's worth of these tracts out of the chaise 
window; — thus taxing his pleasures at 6 per 
cent, for the purposes of doing good. 

"Every Christian who expects the protec- 
tion and blessing of God ought to take with 
him as many shillings* worth, at least, of 
cheap tracts to throw on the road, and leave 
at inns, as he takes out pounds to expend on 
himself and family. This is really but a tri- 
fling sacrifice. It is a highly reasonable one; 
and one which God will accept."— J^v. Mag. 
p. 405. 

It is part of their policy to have a great change 
of Ministers. 

" Same day, the Rev. W. Haward, from Hox- 
ton Academy, was ordained over the Indepen- 
dent church at Rendham, Suffolk. Mr. Pic- 
kles, of Walpole, began with prayer and read- 
ing; Mr. Price, of Woodbridge, delivered the in- 
troductory discourse, and asked the questions; 
Mr. Dennant, of Halesworth, ofiered the ordi- 
nation prayer; Mr. Shufflebottonij of Bungay , 
gave the diargt from Acts xx. 28 ; Mr. Vincent, 
of Deal, the general prayer; and Mr. Walford, 
of Yarmouth, preached to the people from 
2 Phil. ii. 16."— £p. Mag. p. 429. 

Chapels opened* — ^"Hambledon, Bucks, Sept. 
22. — ^Eighteen months ago this parish was des 
titute of the gospel ; the people have now one 
of the Rev. G. Coll i son s students, the Rev. 
Mr. Eastmead, settled among them. Mr. Eng- 
lish, of Woobum, and Mr. Frey, preached on 
the occasion ; and Mr. Jones, of London, Mr. 
Churchill, of Henley, Mr. Redford, of Windsor, 
and Mr. Barratt, now of Petersfield, prayed."— 
Ev, Mag. p. 633. 

Methodism in his Majesty*s ship Tonnant — Jt 
Letter from the Sail-maker. 
** It is with great satisfaction that I can now 
inform you God has deigned, in a yet greater 
degree, to own the weak eflbrts of his servant 
to turn many from Satan to himself. Many 
are called here, as is plain to be seen by their 
pensive looks and deep sighs. And if they 
would be obedient to the heavenly call, in- 
stead of grieving the Spirit of grace, I dare 
say we should soon have near half the ship's 
company brought to God. I doubt not, how- 
ever, but, as I have cast my bread ui^on tha 
waters, it will be {oMnd ^^vex maj^'? ^vj-^^. ^^« 
1 3 are now increased U) xiv^^t^^ ^^ ^^- ^>a\A^ 
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the Lord delighteth not in the death of him 
that dieth."— -WrM. Mag. p. 188. 

It appears, also, from p. 193, Mtth. Mag,, 
that the same principles prevail on board his 
Majesty's ship Sea-horse, 44 guns. And in 
one part of Evem, Mag. great hopes are enter- 
tained of the 25ih regiment We believe this 
is the number; but we quote this fact from 
memory. 

We must remember, in addition to these 
trifling specimens of their active disposition, 
that the Methodists have found a powerful 
party in the House of Commons, who, by the 
neutrality which they aflfect, and partly adhere 
to, are courted both by ministers and opposi- 
tion ; that they have gained complete posses- 
sion of the India-House ; and under the pre- 
tence, or perhaps with the serious intention 
of educating young people for India, will take 
care to introduce (as much as they dare with- 
out provoking attention) their own particular 
tenets. In fact, one thing must always be 
taken for granted respecting these people, — 
that wherever they gain a footing, or whatever 
be the institutions to which they give birth, 
' "^proselt/tism will be their main object ; every 
thing else is a mere instrument — this is their 
principal aim. When every proselyte is not 
only an addition to their temporal power, but 
when the act ot* conversion which gains a vote, 
saves (as they suppose) a soul from destruc- 
tion, — it is quite needless to state, that every 
faculty of their minds will be dedicated to this 
most important of all temporal and eternal 
concerns. 

Their attack upon the Church is not merely 
confined to publications ; it is generally under- 
stood that they have a very considerable fund 
for the purchase of livings, to which, of course, 
ministers of their own profession are always 
presented. 

Upon the foregoing facts, and upon the spi- 
rit evinced by these extracts, we shall make a 
few comments. 

1. It is obvious that this description of 
Christians entertain very erroneous and dan- 
gerous notions of the present judgments of 
God. A belief that Providence interferes in all 
the little actions of our lives, refers all merit 
and demerit to bad and good fortune; and 
causes the successful man to be always con- 
sidered as a good man, and the unhappv man 
as the object of divine vengeance, tt fur- 
nishes ignorant and designing men with a, 
l)ower which is sure to be abused: — the cry 
of a judgment^ a judgment y it is always easy 
to make, but not easy to resist. It encourages 
the grossest superstitions; for if the Deity 
rewards and punishes on every slight occa- 
sion, it is quite impossible, but that such an 
helpless being as man will set himself at work 
to disco er the will of Heaven in the appear- 
ances oi outward nature, to apply all the phe- 
nomena »f thunder, lightning, wind, and every 
striking appearance to the regulation of his 
conduct; as the poor Methodist, when he rode 
into Piccadilly in a thunder storm, and ima- 
gined that all the uproar of the elements was 
a naere hint to him not to preach at Mr. Ro- 
maJne 's chapel. Hence a great deal of error, 



' and a great deal of secret misery. This doe* 
j trine of a theocracy must necessarily place an 
'excessive power in the hands of the clergy r 
■ it applies so instantly and so tremendously to 
I men's hopes and fears, that it must make the 
I priest onmipotent over the people, as it always 
j has done where it has been ej^tablished. It 
has a great tendency to check human exer- 
tions, and to prevent the employment of those 
j secondary means of eflcciing an object which 
' Providence has placed in our power. The 
doctrine of the immediate and perpetual inter- 
ference of Divine providence is not true. If 
two men travel the same road, the one to rob, 
the other to relieve a fellow-creature who is 
star\-ing; will any but the most fanatic con- 
tend that they do not both run the same chance 
of falling over a stone and breaking their legs ? 
and is it not matter of fact, that the robber 
often returns safe, and the just man sustains 
the injur)- 1 Have not the soundest divines, of 
both churches, always urged this unequal dis- 
tribution of good and evil, in the present state, 
as one of the strongest natural arguments for 
a future slate of retribution ? Have not they 
contended, and well, and admirably contend- 
ed, that the supposition of such a state is ab- 
solutely necessarj' to our notion of the justice 
of God, — absolutely necessarj* to restore order 
to that moral confusion which we all observe 
and deplore in the present world 1 The man 
who places religion upon a false basis is the 
greatest enemy to religion. If victory is al- 
ways to the just and good, — how is the fortune 
of impious conquerors to be accounted for? 
Why do they erect dynasties and found fami- 
lies which last for centuries 1 The reflecting 
mind whom you have instructed in this man- 
ner, and for present effect only, naturally 
comes upon you hereafter with difficulties of 
this sott; he finds he has been deceived; and 
you will soon discover that, in breeding up a 
fanatic, you have unwittingly laid the founda- 
tion of an atheist The honest and the ortho- 
dox method is to prepare young people for the 
world as it actually exists ; to tell them that 
they will often find vice perfectly successful, 
virtue exposed to a long train of afflictions; 
that they must bear this patiently, and look to 
another world for its rectification. 

2. The second doctrine which it is neces- 
sar}' to notice among the Methodists, is the 
doctrine of inward impulse and emotions, 
which, it is quite plain, must lead. If iiniVcr- 
sally insisted upon, and preached among the 
common people, to ever)- species of folly and 
enormity. When an human leing believes 
that his internal feelings are the monitions of 
God, and that these monitions must govern his 
conduct ; and when a great stress is purposely 
laid upon these inward feelings in all the dis- 
courses from the pulpit; it is impossible to 
say to what a pitch of extravagance mankind 
may not be carried, under the infiuence of 
such dangerous doctrines. 

3. The Methodists hate pleasure and amtise* 
. ments ; no theatre, no cards, no dancing, no 
' Punchinello, no dancing dogs, no blind fid- 
dlers; — all the amusements of the rich and 

;of the poor must disappear wherever thesa 
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gloomy people get « fooiin*. It is not the 
abuse of pleasure which they attack, but the 
interspersion of pleasure, however much it is 
guarded by good sea!;e and moaeration ; — it is 
not only wicked to hear the licentious plays 
of Congrere, but wicked to hear Henry the 
Vth, or the School for Scandal :— it is not only 
dissipated to iron about to all the parties in 
London and Edinbni^h,— 6u/ dancing is not 
If/ /or a being who is preparing himself for 
Ettmtty. Ennui, wretcnedness, melancholy^ 
groans and sighs, are the offerings which 
these unhappy men make to a Deity who 
has covered the earth with gay colours, and 
scented it with rich perfumes ; and shown us, 
by the plan and order of his works, that he 
has given to man something better than a 
bare existence, and scattered over his creation 
a thousand superfluous joys, which are totally 
unnecessary to the mere support of life. 

4. The Methodists lay very little stress upon 
practical righteousness. They do not say to 

' their people, do not be deceitful; do not be 
idle ; get rid of your bad passions ; or at least 
(if they do say these things) they say them 
very seldom. Not that they preach faith with- 
out works ; for if they told the people that they 
might rob and murder with impunity, the civil 
magistrate must be compelled to interfere with 
such doctrine: — but they say a great deal 
about faith, and very little about works. What 
are commonly called the mysterious parts of 
our religion, arc brought into the foreground 
much more than the 'doctrines which lead to 
practice -^ — and this among the lowest of \h^ 
community. 

The Methodists have hitherto been accused 

of dissenting from the Church of England. 

This, as far as it relates to mere subscription 

to articles, is not true ; but ijx^y differ in their 

, choice of the articles upon which they dilate 

' I and expand, and to which they appear to give 
a preierence, from the stress which they place 
upon them. There ia nothinc^ heretical in say- 
ing, that God satneHmta intervenes with his 
special providence; but these people differ 
from (he Established Church, in the degree in 
which they insist upon this doctrine. In the 
hands 'of a man of sense and education, it is 
a saiTe' 'dbclrine ; — :{n the management of the 
Methodists, we have seen how ridiculous and 
degrading it becomes. In the same manner, a 
clergyman of the Church of England would 
not do his '*dty, if he did not insist upon the 
necessity of faith, as well as of good works; 
but as he believes that it is much more easy to 
give credit to doctrines than to live well, he 
labours most in those points where human 
nature is the most liable to prove defective. Be- 
cause he does so, he is accused of giving up 
the articles of his faith, by men who have 
their partialities also in doctrine; but parties, 
not founded upon the same sound discretion, 
ind knowledge of human nature. 
5. The Methodists are always desirous of 

% Bt&king men more religious than it is possible, 
fixnn the constitution of human nature, to make 
Aem. If they could succeed as much as they 
wish to succeed, there would be at once an end 
(tf delving and spinning, and of every exertion 
of kHMM iMla««c^. Men mvM eta, woA ^riakt 



and work; and if you wish to fii upon them 
high and elevated notions, as the ordinary fur- 
niture of their minds, you do these two things : 
you drive men of warm temperaments mad, — 
and you introduce in the rest of the world, a 
low and shocking familiarity with words and 
images, which every real friend to religion 
would wish to keep sacred. The friends oftht 
dear Redeemer, who are in the habit of visiting 
the Lie of Thanet — (as in the extract we have 
quoted) — Is it possible that this mixture of the 
most awful with the most familiar images, so 
common among Methodists now, and with the 
enthusiasts in the time of Cromwell, must not, 
in the end, divest religion of all the deep and 
solemn impressions which it is calculated to 
produce 1 In a man of common imagination 
(as we have before observed^, the terrt)r, and 
the feeling which it first excited, must neces- 
sarily be soon separated: but, where the fer- 
vour of impression is long 'preserved, piety 
ends in Bedlam. Accordingly, there is not a 
mad-house in England, where a considerable 
part of the patients have not been driven to 
insanity by the extravagance of these people. 
We cannot enter such places without seeing 
a number of honest artisans, covered with 
blankets, and calling^ lhcmsr»lves angels and 
apostles, who, if (hey had remained contented 
with the instruction of men of learning and 
education, would have been sound masters of 
their OTTii trade, sober Christians, and useful 
members of society. 

6. It is impossible not to observe how di- 
rectly all the doctrine of the Methodists is cal>^ 
culated to gain power among the poor and 
ignorant. To say, that the Deity governs this 
world by general rules, and that we must wait 
for another and a final scene of existence, be- 
fore vice meets with its merited punishment, 
and virtue with its merited rewardf; to preach 
this up daily, would not add a single votary to 
the Tabernacle, nor sell a Number of the 
Methodistical Magazine: — but to publish an 
account of a man who was cured of scrofula by 
a single sermon— of Providence destroying the 
innkeeper at Garstang for appointing a cock- 
fifrht near the Tabernacle ; — this promptness 
of judgment and immediate execution is so 
much like human justice, and so much better 
adapted to vulgar capacities, that the system 
is at once admitted as soon as any one can be 
found who is impudent or ignorant enough to 
teach it; and being once admitted, it produces 
too strong an effect upon the passions to be 
easily relinquished. The case is the same 
with the doctrine of inward impulse, or, as 
they term it, experience. If you preach up 
to ploughmen and artisans, that every singular 
feeling which comes across them is a visita- 
tion of the Divine Spirit — can there be any 
difficulty, under the influence of this nonsense, 
in converting these simple creatures into ac- 
tive and mysterious fools, and making them 
your slaves for life? It is not possible to 
raise up any dangerous enthusiasm, by telling 
men to be just, and good, and charitable ; but 
keep this part of Christianity out of sight— 
and talk long and cnihusiaslitTiVVj \j«;toT^ \^Qr 
rant people, of the mysxem* ot o^ '^^'i^ 
and youwiUnotftQitoi»stfiX%cw«^^tA 
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lowers I — ^verily the Tabernacle loveth not that 
which js simple, intelligible, and leadeth to 
good sound practice. 

Having endeavoured to point out the spirit 
which pervades these people, we shall say a 
few words upon the causes, the effects, and 
the cure of this calamity. — ^The fanaticism so 
prevalent in the present day, is one of those 
evils from which society is never wholly ex- 
empt; but which bursts out at different periods, 
with peculiar violence, and sometimes over- 
whelms every thing in its course. The last 
eruption took place about a century and a 
half ago, and destroyed both Church and 
Throne with its tremendous force. Though 
irresistible, it was short ; enthusiasm spent its 
force — the usual reaction took place; and 
England was deluged with ribaldry and inde- 
cency, because it had been worried with fana- 
tical restrictions. By degrees, however, it was 
found out that orthodoxy and loyalty might be 
secured by other methods than licentious con- 
duct and immodest conversation. The public 
morals improved ; and there appeared as 
much good sense and moderation upon the 
subject of rehgion as ever can be expected 
from mankind in large masses. Still, how- 
ever, the mischief wliich the Puritans had 
done was not forgotten ; a general suspicion 
prevailed of the dangers of religious enthusi- 
asm; and the fanatical preacher wanted his 
accustomed power among a people recently 
recovered from a religious war, and guarded 
by songs, proverbs, popular stories, and the 
general tide of humour and opinion, against 
all excesses of that nature. About the middle 
of the last century, however, the character of 
the genuine fanatic was a good deal forgotten, 
and the memory of the civil wars worn away; 
the field was clear for extravagance in piety ; 
and causes, which must always produce an 
immense influence upon the mind of man, 
were left to their own unimpeded operations. 
Religion is so noble and powerful a consider- 
ation — ^it is so buoyant and so insubmergi- 
ble — that it may be made, by fanatics, to carry 
with it any degree of error and of perilous 
absurdity. In this instance Messrs . Whitefield^ 
and Wesley happened to begin. I'hey were^ 
men of considerable talents ; they oDserv^d the 
common decorums of life ; they did not run 
naked into the streets, or pretend to the pro- 
phetical character ; — and therefore they were 
not committed to N^ewgate. They preached 
with great energy to weak people ; who first 
stared — ^then listened — then believed — then fell 
the inward feeling of grace, and became as 
foolish as their teachers could possibly wish 
them to be; — in short, folly ran its ancient 
course,— -and human nature evinced itself to 
be what it always has been under similar cir- 
cumstances. The great and permanent cause, 
flierefore, of the increase of Methodism, is the 
cause which has given birth to fanaticism in 
all ages^ — thtfacilUif of mingling human errora 
mik the fundamental truths of religion. The 
formerly imperfect residence of the clergy 
may, perhaps, in some trifling degree, have 
aided this source of Methodism. But unless 
a man of education, and a gentleman, could 
stoop to such disingcAuous arts as the Metho- 



dist preachers, unless he hears heavenly musie 
all of a sudden, and enjoys 8w'eet experiences, — 
it is quite impossible that he can contend 
against such artists as these. More active 
than they are at present the clergy might per- 
haps be : but the calmness and moderation of 
an Establishment can never possibly be a 
match for sectarian activity. — If the common 
people are ennuCd with the fine acting of Mrs. 
Siddons, they go to Sadler*s Wells. The sub- 
ject is too serious for ludicrous comparisons : 
— but the Tabernacle really is to the Church, 
what Sadler's Wells is to the Drama. There 
popularity is gained by vaulting and tumbling, 
— by low arts, which the regular cler^' are 
not too idle to have recourse to, but too digni- 
fied : their institutions are chaste and severe, — 
they endeavour to do that which, upon the 
whole, and for a great number of yearly will be 
found to be the most admirable and the most 
useful : it is no part of their plan to descend 
to small artifices for the sake of present popu- 
larity and effrct. The religion of the common 
people undei the government of the Church 
may remain as it is for ever; — enthusiasm 
must be progressive, or it will expire. 

It is probable that the dreadful scenes 
which have lately been acted in the world, and 
the dan^rers to which we are exposed, have 
increased the numbers of the Methodists. To 
what degree will Methodism extend in this 
country? — This question is not easy to an- 
swer. That it has rapidly increased within 
these few years, we have no manner of doubt ; 
and we confess we cannot see what is likely 
to impede its progress. The party which it 
has formed in the legislature ; and the artful 
neutraliiy with which they give respectability 
to their small number, the talents of some of 
this party, and ihe unimpeached excellence of 
their characters, all make it probable that 
fanaticism will increase rather than diminish. 
The Methodists have made an alarming ftwoad 
into the Church, and th«y are auackin^ the 
army and navy. The principality of Wales, 
and the East India Company, they have already 
acquired. All mines and subterraneous places 
belong to them ; they creep into hospitals and 
small schools, and so work their way upwards. 
It is the custom of the religious neutrals to beg 
all the little livings, particularly in the north 
of England, from the minister for the time 
being ; and from these fixed points they make 
incursions upon the happiness and common 
sense of the vicinage. We most sincerely 
deprecate such an event ; but it will excite in 
us no manner of surprise, if a period arrives 
when the churches of the sober and orthodox 
part of the English clergy are completely de- 
serted by the middling and lower classes of 
the community. We do not prophesy any 
such event ; but we contend that it is not im- 
possible, — hardly improbable. If such, in fu- 
ture, should be the situation of this countr}', it 
is impossible to say what political animosities 
may not be ingrafted upon this marked and 
dangerous division of mankind into the godly 
and the ungotlb/. At all events, we are quite 
sure that happiness will be destroyed, reason 
degraded, sound religion banished from the 
world; and that when ianatioism becomes too 
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foolish and too prarieui to be endured, (as is 
at last sure to be the case,) it will be suc- 
. ceeded bj a long period of the grossest immo- 
V \ rality, atheism, and debauchery. 

We are not sure that this evil admits of any 
cure^— or of any considerable palliation. . We 
most sincerely hope that the government of 
this country will never be guilty of such in- 
discretion as to tamper with the Toleration 
Act, or to attempt to put down these follies by 
the intervention of the law. If experience has 
taught us any thing, it is the absurdity of con- 
trolling men's notions of eternity by acts of 
Parliament Something may perhaps be 
done, in the way of ridicule, towards turning 
the popular opinion. It may be as well to ex- 
tend the privileges of the dissenters to the 
members of the Church of England; for, as the 
law now stands, any man who dissents from 
the established church may open a place of 
worship where he pleases. No orthodox cler- 
gyman can do so, without the consent of the 
parson of the parish, — who always refuses, 
because he does not choose to have his mono- 
poly disturbed ; and refuses in parishes where 
there are not accommodations for one half of 
the persons who wish to frequent the Church 
of ^gland, and in instances where he knows 
that the chapels from which he excludes the 
established worship will be immediately oc- 



cupied by sectaries. It may be as well to en- 
courage in the early education of the clergy, 
as Mr. Ingram recommends, a better and more 
animated method of preaching; and it may be 
necessary, hereafter, if the evil gets to a great 
height, to relax the articles of the English 
Church, and to admit a greater variety of 
Christians within the pale. The greatest and 
best of all remedies is perhaps the education 
of the poor ; — we are astonished, that the Es- 
tablished Church of England is not awake to 
this mean of arresting the progress of Method- 
ism. Of course, none of these things will be 
done ; nor is it clear, if they were done, they 
would do much good. Whatever happens, we 
are for common sense and orthodoxy. Inso- 
lence, servile politics, and the spirit of perse- 
cution, we condemn and attack, whenever we 
observe them ; — but to the learning, the mode- 
ration, and the rational piety of the Establish- 
ment, we most earnestly wish a decided vic- 
tory over the nonsense, the melancholy, and 
the madness of the Tabernacle.* 
God send that our wishes be not in vain. 



* There it one circumsunce to which we have negleet- 
ed to advert in the proper place,— the dreadAiI piliaM of 
the earninfs of the poor which ia made by the Methodiata. 
A caae ia mentioned in one of the Numbera of theae two 
magazinea Ibr 1807, of a poor man with a fkmUy, earn- 
ing only twenty-eifht ahUIinga a week, who baa niadt 
tW0 iomati0n§ •f Urn gminfi •mck to Oa wdstinmrf fnmii 
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INDIAN MISSIONS/ 

(EoiNBunoH Review, 1808.) 



At two o'clock in the morning, Jaly the 10th, 
1806, the European barracks, at Vellore, con- 
taining then four complete companies of the 
69th regiment, were surrounded by two battal- 
ions of Sepoys in the Company's service, who 
poured in an heavy ftre of musketry, at every 
door and window, upon the soldiers: at the 
same time the European sentries, the soldiers 
at the main-guard, and the sick in the hospital, 
were put to death; the officers' houses were 
ransacked, and every body found in them mur- 
dered. Upon the arrival of the 19th Light 
Dragoons under Colonel Gillespie, the Sepoys 
were immediately attacked ; 600 cut down upon 
the spot; and 200 taken from their hiding 
j^aces, and shot There perished, of the four 
European companies, about 164, besides offi- 
cers ; and many British officers of the native 
troops were murdered by the insurgents. 

Subsequent to this explosion, there was a 
mutiny at Nundydroog ; and, in one day, 450 
Mahomedan Sepoys were disarmed, and turned 
out of the fort, on the ground of an intended 
massacre. Jt appeared, also, from the infor- 
mation of the commanding officer at Tritchi- 
nopoly, that, at that period, a spirit of disaffisc- 
tion had manifested itself at Bangalore, and 
other places; and seemed to gain ground in 
every direction. On the 3d of December, 1806, 
the government of Madras issued the follow- 
ing proclamation : — 

"A Pboclaxatiow.— The Right Hon. the 
Governor in Council, haying observed ihat, in 
some late instances, an extraordinary <1egree 
of agitation has jprevailed among sev^nil 
corps of the native army of this coast, it ha» 
been his Lordship's particular endeavour to 
ascertain the motives which may have led to 
conduct so different from that which formerly 
distinguished the native army. From this 
inquiry, it has appeared that many persons of 
evil intention have endeavoured, for malicious 
purposes, to impress upon the native troops a 
Delief that it is the wish of the British govem- 
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ment to convert them by forcible means to 
Christianity; and his Lordship in Council has 
observed with concern, that such malicious 
reports have been believed by many of the 
native troops. 

"The Right Hon. the Governor in Council, 
therefore, deems it proper, in this public man- 
ner, to repeat to the native troops his assure 
ance, that the same respect which has been 
invariably shown by the British government 
for their religion and for their customs, will be 
always continued; and that no interruption 
will be given to any native, whether Hindoo 
or Mussulman, in the practice of his religious 
ceremonies. 

** His Lordship in Council desires that the 
native troops will not give belief to the idle 
rumours which are circulated by enemies of 
their happiness, who endeavour, with the basest 
designs, to weaken the confidence of the troops 
in the British government His Lordship in 
Council desires that the native troops will re- 
member the constant attention and humanity 
which have been shown by the British govern- 
ment, in providing for their comfort, by aug- 
menting the pay of the native officers and 
Sepoys ; by allowing liberal pensions to those 
who have done their duty faithfully; by mak- 
ing ample provisions for the families of those 
who may have died in battle ; and by receiving 
their children into the service of the Honour- 
able Company, to be treated with the same care 
and bounty as their fathers had experienced. 

«*The Right Hon. the Governor in Council 
trusts, that the native troops, remembering 
these circumstances, will be sensible of the 
happiness of their situation, which is greater 
t>^n what the troops of any other part of the 
wortd enjoy; and that they will continue to 
observe the same good conduct for which they 
were distih^uished in the days of Gen. Law- 
rence, of Sir Eyre Coote, and of other renowned 
heroes. 

" The native troop* must at the same time 
be sensible, that if iHey should fail in the duties 
of their allegiance, and should show themselves 
disobedient to their officers, their conduct will 
not fail to receive merited punishment, as the 
British government is not \es^ prepared to 
punish the guilty, than to protect and distin- 
guish those who are deserving of its favour. 

"It is directed that this paper be translated 
with care into the Tamul, Telinga, and Vin* 
doostany languages ; and that copiep of it be 
circulated to each native battalion, of which ^ 
the European officers are enjoined and ordered 
to be careful in making it known to every na- 
tive officer and Sepoy under his command. 

" It is also directed, that copies of the paper 
be circulated to all the magistrates and collect- 
ors under this government, for the purpose of 
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being (uUj nnderstood in all parts of the 
couDtry. 

•« Poblished by order of the Right Hon. the 
Governor in Council. 

<«G. DucBAv, Chief Secretary to GoTemment 
•Dotfrfw Fort 5^. George, 9d Dee. 1806." 

8eaU Waring*t Prrface, iii.— -y. 

80 Ute as March 1807, three months after 
^tbe date of this proclamation, so nniversal was 
vthe dread of a general revolt among the native 
troops, that the British officers attached to the 
native troops constantly slept with loaded pis- 
tols under their pillows. 

It appears that an attempt had been made 
by the military men at Madras, to change the 
shape of the Sepoy tnrban into something 
resembling the helmet of the light infantry of 
Europe, and to prevent the native troops from 
wearing, on their foreheads, the marks cha- 
racteristic of their various castes. The sons 
of the late Tippoo, with many noble Mnssul- 
men deprived of office at that time, resided in 
the fortress of Vellore, and in all probability 
contributed very materially to excite, or to 
mflame those suspicions of design against 
their religion, which are mentioned in the pro- 
clamation of the Madras government, and 
generally known to have been a principal 
cause of the insurrection at Vellore. It was 
this insurrection which first gave birth to the 
question upon missions to India; and before 
we deliver any opinion upon the subject itself, 
it will be necessary to state what had been 
dcme in former periods towards disseminating 
the truths of the gospel in India, and what new 
exertions had been made about the period at 
which this event took place. 

More than a century has elapsed since the 
. irst Protestant missionaries appeared in India. 
Two young divines, selected by the University 
of Halle* were sent out in this capacity by the 
king of Denmark, and arrived at the Danish 
settlement of Tranquebar in 1706. The mis- 
sion thus begun, has been ever since continued, 
and has been assisted by the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge established 
in this country. The same Society has, for 
many years, employed German missionaries, 
uf the Lutheran persuasion, for propagating the 
doctrines of Christianity among the natives of 
India. In 1799, their number was six ; it is 
now reduced to five. 

The Scriptures translated into the Tamulic 
language, which is vernacular in the southern 
parts of the peninsula, have, for more than 
half a century, been printed at the Tranquebar 
prm, ibr the use of Danish missionaries and 
their eonverts. A printing press, indeed, was 
estabUshed at that place by the two first Danish 
missionaries ; and, in 1714, the Gospel of St 
Matthew, translated into the dialect of Malabar, 
was printed there. Not a line of the Scriptures, 
IB any of the languages current on the coast, 
bad issued from the Bengal press on September 
11. 1800. 

It does appear, however, about the period of 
die mutiny at Vellore, and a few years previous 
to it, that the number of the missionaries on 
Uie coast had been increased. In 1804, the 
JfuMoaary fioncff, a recent institution, sent a 
■ew missioft to the coast of Coromsn^el ; from 



whose papers, we think it right to lay before 
our readers the following extracts.* 

^ March Zlit, 1806^— Waited on A. B. He 
says, Gocemmeni seetne to be very wiilimg to for^ 
ward our viiwi. We may stay at Mi^ras a« 
long as we please ; and when we intend to go 
into the country, on our application to the 
governor by letter, he would issue orders for 
granting us passports, which would supersede 
the necessity of a public petition.^-Loid's 
Day.'*— Tram, of Mies. Society, IL p. 866. 

In a letter from Brother Ringletaube to Bro- 
ther Cran, he thus expresses himself ;-« 

** The passports Government has promised 
you are so valuable, that I should not think a 
journey too troublesome to obtain one for my- 
self, if I could not get it through your inter- 
ference In hopes that your application wHl 
suffice to obtain one for me, I enclose you my 
Gravesend passport, that will give you ue paiw 
ticulars concerning my person.**— TVnuu. 0/ 
Misu Society, U, p. 369. 

They obtain their passports from Ooveni- 
ment : and the plan and objects of their mis- 
sion are printed, free of expense, at the Got- 
emment press. 

•* 1805, June 27, Dr. sent for one of us 

to consult with him on particular business. 
He accordingly went The Doctor told him, 
that he had read the publications which the 
brethren lately brought from England, and was 
so much delighted with the report of the 
Directors, that he wished 200 or more copies 
of it were printed, together with an introduction, 
giving an account of the rise and progress of 
the Missionary Society, in order to be distri- 
buted in the different settlements in India. He 
! ofiTered to print them at the GoventMcnt preu free 
' of expense. On his return, we consulted with 
I our two brethren on the snbject, and resolved 
I to accept the Doctor's favour. Wc have begun 
to prepare it for the press.'*— Tranf. of Mite* 
I Sodefyy II. p. 394. • 

. In page 89th of the 18th Number, Vol. UL, 
^ the Missionaries write thus to the Society in 
London, about a fortnight before the massacre 
at Vellore. 

« Every encouragement is oflered us by the 
established government of the country. Hi- 
therto they have granted us every request, 
whether solicited by ou rscl vcs or others. Theii 
permission to come to this place ; their allow- 
ing us an acknowledgment for preaching in the 
fort, which sanctions us In our work ; together 
with the grant which they have lately given us 
to hold a large spot of ground every way suited 
for missionary labours, are objects of tbelast 
importance, and remove evefy^ im{$MflMto*w . 
which might be apprehended- from this source. 
We trust not t6 an amfof flesh ; but when we 
reflect on these things, we cannot but behold 
the loving kindness of the Lord.** 



* There are rix ■oeletlei In England for converting 
Heathen* 10 the Christian rellgfon. 1. Society for Jfb- 
M01U to Jtfriea and the East ; of which Measrs. Wllber- 
Torce, Grant, Parry, and Thomtonn, are the principal 

i encouraKen. 9. Methodlit Bocielir fhr MiseioBa. S. 

I Anabaptist Society for Missions. 4. Missionary Boel- 
ely. 5. Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge 

I e. Moravian M^tena. They oil publish Uielr proeM«- 
inge. 
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In a letter of the same date, we learn, from 
Brother Ringletaube, the following fact :— 

"The Dewan ot Trarancore sent me word, 
that if I despatched one of onr Christians to j 
him, he would give me leave to build a church 
at Magilandy. Accordingly, I shall send in a 
short time. For this important service; our 
society ia indebted alone to Colonel ■ , 

without whotedetermintd and fearless interposition, 
none of their missionaries wmdd have been able to 
set a foot in that country,** 

In page 381, Vol. IL, Dr. Kerr, one of the 
chaplains on the Madras establishment, bap- 
li/ps a Mussulman who had applied to him for 
ihat purpose; upon the first application, it 
appears that Dr. Kerr hesitated ; bat upon the 
Mussulman threatening to rise against him on 
the day of judgment. Dr. Kerr complies. 

It appears that in the Tinevelly district, 
about a year before the massacre of Vellore, 
not only riots, but very serious persecutions of 
the converted natives had taken place, from 
the jealousy evinced by the Hindoos and Mns- 
sulmen at the progress of the gospel. 

«*Rev. Sir,— I thought you sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the late vexations of the Chris- 
tians in those parts, arising from the blind zeal 
of the Heathens and Mahometans ; the latter 
viewihg with a jealous eye the progress of the 
gospel, and trying to destroy, or at least to clog 
it, by all the crafty means in their power. I 
therefore did not choose to trouble you ; but as 
no stop has been put to these grievances, things 
go on from bad to worse, as you will see from 
what has happened at Hickadoe. The Catechist 
has providentially escaped from that outra- 
geous attempt, by the assistance of ten or 
twelve of onr Christians, and has made good- 
his flight to Palamcotta ; whilst the exasperated 
mob, coming from Padeckepalloe* hovered 
round the village, plundering the houses of the 
Christians, and ill-treating their families, by 
kicking, flogging,4ind other bad usage,; these 
monsters not even forbearing to attack, strip, 
rob, and miserably beat the Catechist Jesuadian, 
who, partly from illness and partly through 
fear, had shut himself up in his house. I have 
heard various accounts of this sad event; but 
yesterday the Catechist himself called on me, 
and told me the truth of it. From what he 
says, it is plain that the Manikar of Wayrom 
{a Black peace-officer ot that place) has con- 
irived the whole aflair, with a view to vex the 
Christians. I doubt not that these facts have 
been reported to the Rev. Mr. K. by the country- 
priest; and if I mention them to you, it is with 
a view to show in what a forlorn state the poor 
Christians hereabout are, and how desirable 
a thing it would be, if the Rev. Mr. Ringle- 
taube were to come hither as soon as possible ; 
then tranquillity would be restored, and future 
molestations prevented. I request you to com- 
municate this letter to him with my compli- 
ments. I am, sir,^. ManapaoTf June 8, 1805.' 

"This letter left a deep impression on my 
mind, especially when I received a fuller ac- 
count of the troubles of the Christians. By the 
B/aeIc anderUnga of the Collectors, they are 
frequently driven from their homes, put in the 
tttocksf, and exposed for a, fortnight together to 



the heat of the raging sim, and tlie chilling 
dews of the night, all because there is no 
European Missionary to bring their complaints 
to the ear of Government, who, I am happy to 
add, have never been deficient in their duty of 
procuring redress, where the Christians have 
had to complain of real injuries. One of the 
most trying cases, mentioned in a postscript of 
the above letter, is that of Christians being 
flogged till they consent to hold the torches to 
the Heathen idols. The letter says « the Cat- 
echist of Collesigrapatuam has informed me, 
that the above Manikar has forced a Christian, 
of the Villally caste, who attends at our church, 
to sweep the temple of the idol. A severe flog- 
ging was given on this occasion.' — From such 
facts, the postscript continues, *Yoa may 
guess at the deplorable situation of our fellow* 
believers, as long as every Manikar thinks he 
has a right to do them what violence he 
pleases.* 

** It must be observed, to the glory of the Sa- 
viour who is strong in weakness, that many of 
the Neophytes in that district have withstood 
all these fiery trials with firmness. Many also, 
it is to be lamented, have fallen off in the evil 
day, and at least so far yielded to the importu- 
nity of their persecutors, as again to daub 
their faces with paint and ashes, after the man- 
ner of the Heathen. How great this falling 
off has been I am not yet able to judge. But 
I am happy to add, that the Board of Revenue 
has issued the strictest orders against all un- 

firovoked persecution." — Trans, of Miss, Socittjh 
1.431,433. 

The following quotations evince how far from 
indifferent the natives are to the progress of 
the Christian religion in the East 

** 1805. Oct, 10.-— A respectable Brahmin in 
the Company's employ called on us. We endea- 
voured to point out to him the important object 
of our coming to India, and mentioned some 
of the great and glorious truths of the gospel, 
which we wished to impart in the native lan- 
guage. He seemed much hurt, and told us 
the Gentoo religion was of a divine origin as 
well as the Christian ; — ^that heaven was like 
a palace which had many doors, at which peo- 
ple may enter ; — that variety is pleasing to God, 
4^. — and a number of other arguments which 
we hear every day. On taking leave, he said, 
* the Company has got the country, (for the 
English are very clever,) and, perhaps, they 
may succeed in depriving the jBrahmins of 
their power, and let you have iu' " 

** November ISth. Received a letter from the 
Rev. Dr. Taylor ; we are happy to find he is 
safely arrived at Calcutta, and that our Baptist 
brethren are labouring with increasing auccess. 
The natives around us are astonished to hear 
this news. It is bad news to the Brahmins, 
who seem unable to account for it ; they say 
the world is going to ruin." — Trans, of Miss, Sh 
dety, IL 422 & 426. 

" While living in the town, our house was 
watched by the natives from morning to nigh^ 
to see if any person came to converse alKittt 
religion. This prevented many from cominf 
who have been very desirous of hearing <» 
tht good way."— 7Van«. of Miss, Socisftf, No. 16L 
i p. 87. 
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•If Heathen, of great ioflaence and connec- 1 
tioDS, or Brahmins, were inclined to join the 
Christian church, it would probably cause 
commotioos aiid even rebellions, cither to pre- 
rent them from it, or to endanger their life. In 
former years, we had some instances of this 
kind at Tranqoebar ; where they were protect- 
ed by the assistance of government If such 
iostances should happen now in our present 
times, we don't know what the consequence 
woald bc^^TVant. of Mist. Society, 11. 185. 

This last extract is contained in a letter from 
Danish Missionaries at Tranquebar, to the 
Directors of the Missionary Society at London. 

It is hardly fair to contend, artcr these ex- 
tract!«, that no symptoms of jealousy upon the 
subject of religion had been evinced on the 
coast, except in the case of the insurrection at 
Vellore; or that no greater activity than com- 
mon had prevailed among the missionaries. 
We are very far, however, from attribuiinj? that 
insarrection exclusively, or even principally, 
to any apprehensions from the zeal of the mis- 
sionaries. The rumor of that zeal might pro- 
bably have more readily disposed the minds of 
the troops for the corrupt influence exercised 
npon them; but we have no doubt that the 
massacre was principally owing to the adroit 
use made by the sons of Tippoo, and the high 
Mnssnlmen living in the fortress, of the abomi- 
nable military foppery of our people. 

After this short sketch of what has been 
lately passing on the coast, we shall attempt to 
giTe a similar account of the missionary pro- 
ceedings in Bengal; and it appears to* us, it 
will be more satisfactory to do so as much as 
piAsible in the words of the missionaries them- 
selves. In oar extracts from their publications, 
we shall endeavour to show the character and 
style of the men employed in these missions, 
the extent of their success, or rather of their 
failnre, and the general impression made upon 
the people by their efibrts for the dissemination 
of the gospeL 

It will be necessary to premise, that the mis- 
sions in Bengal, of which the public have 
heard so much of late years, are the mis- 
sions of Anabaptist dissenters, whose peculiar 
and distinguishing tenet it is, to baptize the 
members of their church by plunging them 
into the water when they are grown up, instead 
of sprinkling them with water when they are 
yonng. Among thecubscribers to this society, 
we perceive the respectable name of the De- 
puty Chairman of the East India Company, 
who, in the common routine of office, will suc- 
ceed to the chair of that Company at the en- 
suing election. The Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the East India Company, are also 
both of them trustees to another religious so- 
eie^ for mioibnf to Africa and the East. 

The first number of the Anahaptift Mitnon> 
faiforms ns that the origin of the society will be 
(bund in tht workingt of Brother Corey't mindj 
wkoM ktart appears to have been tet upon the ron- 
nrmm eftki Heathen in 1786, before he came to re- 
mk at AmUoiu (No. I. p. I.) These workings 
produced a sermon at Northampton, and the 
sermon a subscription to convert 420 millions 
of Pagant. Of tne sobscriprion we have the 
feUowiusC' meeoaat: "hdbrmaUon hatw come 



from Brother Carey that a gentleman flrom 
Northumberland had promised to send him 302. 
for the Society, and to subscribe four guineas 
annually." 

<« At this meeting at Northampton two other 
friends subscribed, and paid two guineas apiece^ 
two more one guinea each, and another half a 
guinea, making six guineas and a half in all. 
And such members as were present of the first 
subscribers, paid their subscriptions into the 
hands of the treasurer; who proposed to put 
the sum now received into the hands of a 
banker, who will pay interest for the same.* 
— Bapt. Mis. Soc. No. I. p. 6. 

In their first proceedings they are a good deal 
guided by Brother Thomas, who has been in 
Bengal before, and who lays before the Society 
an history of his life and adventures, from 
which we make the following extract >— 

*< On my arrival in Calcutta, I sought for re- 
ligious people, but found none. At last, how 
was I rejoiced lo hear that a very religious 
man was coming to dine with me at a house in 
Calcutta ; a man who would not omit his closet 
hours, of a morning or evening, at sea or on land^ 
for all the world. I concealed my impatience 
as well as I could, till the joyful moment came: 
and a moment it was, for I soon heard him take 
the Lord's name in vain, and it was like a cold 
dagger, with which I received repeated staha 
in the course of half an hour's conversation t 
and he was ready to kick me when I spoke of 
some things commonly believed by other hypo 
crites, concerning our Lord -Jesus Christ; and 
with fury put an end to our conversation, by 
saying I was a mad enthusiast, to suppose that 
Jesus Christ had any thing to do in the creation 
of the world, who was bom only seventeen 
hundred years ago. When I returned, he went 
home in the same ship, and I found him a 
strict observer of devotional hours, but an 
enemy Co all religion, and horribly loose, vain, 
and intemperate in his life and conversation. 

"After this / advertised fnr a Christian; and 
that I may not be misunderstood, I shall sub* 
join a copy of the advertisement, from the 
Indian Gazette of November 1, 1763, which 
now lies before me." — Bapt. Mis, Soc. No. L p. 
14, 15. 

Brolher Tliomas relates ths Conversion of an 
Hindoo on the Malabar Coast to the Society. 
<« A certain man, on the Malabar coast, had 
inquired of various devotees and priests, how 
he might make atonement for his sins; and at 
last he was directed to drive iron spikes, suf^ 
ficiently blunted, through his sandals, and on 
these spikes he was to place his naked feet, 
and walk (if I mistake not) 250 coss, that is 
about 480 miles. If, through loss of blood, or 
weakness of body, he was obliged to halt, he 
might wait for healing and. strength. He un- 
dertook the journey ; and while he halted under 
a large shady tree where the gospel was some- 
times preached, one of the missionaries came, 
and preached in his hearing from these words. 
The blood of Jesus Christ deanselh from all sin* 
While he was preaching, the man rosa u^ 
threw ofi* his toTturinf^ aaxkd»\a> audi cx\«\ ^"oX 
aloud, < This is tokot I uniiit T ''— Bapit, Mm. 8m. 
No. I. p. 29. 
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Oir June 18» 1798, the missionaries set sail, 
eairying with them letters to three supposed 
converts of Brother Thomas, Parbotee, Ram 
Ram Boshoo, and Mohnn Chond. Upon their 
arrival in India, thej found, to their mezpres- 
sible mortification, that Ram Ram had relapsed 
into paganism: and we shall present our 
readers with a picture of the present and 
woridly misery to which an Hindoo is subject- 
ed, who becomes a convert to the Christian re- 
lifrion. Every body knows that the population 
of Hindostan is divided into castes, or classes 
of persons ; and that when a man loses his 
caste, he is shunned by his wife, children, 
friends, and relations ; that it is considered as 
an abomination to lodge or eat with him ; and 
that he is a wanderer and an outcast upon the 
earth. Caste can be lost by a variety of mean s, 
and the Protestant missionaries have always 
made the loss of it a previous requisite to ad- 
mission into the Christian church. 

"On our arrival at Calcutta, we found poor 
Ram Boshoo waiting for us : but, to our great 
tcnef, he has been bowing down to idols again. 
When Mr. T. left India, he went from place to 
place ; but, forsaken by the Hindoos, and ne- 
glected by the Europeans, he was seized with 
a flux and fever. In this state, he says, < I had 
nothing to support me or my family ; a relation 
offered to save me from perishing for want of 
necessaries, on condition of my bowing to the 
idol ; I knew that the Roman Catholic Chris- 
tians worshipped idols ; I thought they might 
be commanded to honour images in some part 
of the Bible which I had not seen ; I hesitated, 
and complied ; but I love Christianity still.' ** 
-^Bapt. Mis. Soc. Vol. I. p. 64, 65. 

« Jan, 8, 1794. We thought to write to you 
long before this, but our hearts have been bur- 
thened with cares and sorrows. It was very 
afflicting to hear of Ram Boshoo's great perse- 
cution and fall. Deserted by Englishmen, and 
persecuted by his own countrymen, he was 
nigh unto death. The natives gathered in 
bodies, and threw dust in the air as he passed 
along the streets in Calcutta. At last one of 
his relations offered him an asylum on condi- 
tion of his bowing down to their idols." — Bapt, 
Mu. Soc, Vol. I. p. 78. 

Brother Carey*t Piety at Sea, 
"Brother Carey, while very sea-sick, and 
leaning over the ship to relieve his stomach 
from that very oppressive complaint, said his 
mind was even then filled with consolation in 
contemplating the wonderful goodness of God.*' 
— /6tt/. p. 76. 

Extracts from Brother Carey'e and Brother Tho- 
moi^s Journaltf at tea and by land, 

" 1798. June 16. LortFg Day. A little recovered 
IK>m my sickness ;. met for prayer and exhorta- 
tion in my cabin ; had a dispute with a French 
deist."— 76iU p. 169. 

" 30. LonPe Day. A pleasant and pro- 
fitable day : our congregation composed of ten 
persons."—/^, p. 169. 

"/«i/y7. Another pleasant and profitable 
Jrf>rd's day; our congregation increased with 
one. Had much sweet enjoyment with God." — 
Ibid. 



" 1794. Jan. 26. Jjrrift Day. Found much 
pleasure in reading Edwards' Sermon on the Juf- 
tice of God in the damnation of Sirmert.'* — lb. p. 1 65. 

" jSpril 6. Had some sweetness to-day, espe- 
cially in reading Edwards' Sermon." — Ibid. p. 
171. 

-June 8. This evening reached Bowlea, 
where we lay to for the Sabbath. Felt thankful 
that God had preserved us, and wondered at 
his regard for so mean a creature. I was un« 
able to wrestle with God in prayer for many of 
my dear friends in England." — Jbid, p. 179. 

•♦ 16. This day I preached twice at 

Malda, where Mr. Thomas met me. Had much 
enjojrment ; and though our cong^gation did 
not exceed sixteen, yet the pleasure I felt in 
having my tongue once more set at liberty, 1 
can hardly describe. Was enabled to be faith- 
ful, and felt a sweet affection for immortal 
souls." — Ibid. p. ISO. 

" 1796. Feb, 6. I am now in my study ; and 
oh, it is a sweet place, because of the presence 
of God with the vilest of men. It is at the top 
of the house; I have but one window in it"-* 
Ibid,ip, 296. 

" The work to which God has set his hand 
will infallibly prosper. Christ has begun to 
bombard this strong and ancient fortress, and 
will assuredly carry it" — Bapt. Mis$. VoL L p. 
328. 

" More missionaries I think abtoiuteiy neees- 
sary to the support of the interest Should any 
natives join us, they would become outcast im- 
mediately, and must be consequently supported 
by us. The missionaries on the coast are to 
this day obliged to provide for those who join 
them, as I learn from a letter sent to brother 
Thomas by a son of one of the missionaries." 
-^Ibid. p. 334. 

In the last extract our readers will perceive 
a new difficulty attendant upon the progress of 
Christianity in the East The convert must 
not only be subjected to degradation, but bis 
degradation is so complete, and his mekns of 
providing for himself so entirely destroyed, 
that he must be fed by his instructor. The 
slightest success in Hindostan would eat up 
the revenues of the East India Company. 

Three years after their arrival these zealous 
and most active missionaries give the follow- 
ing account of their success. 

" I bless God, our prospect is considerably 
brightened up, and our hopes are more en- 
larged than at any period since the commence- 
ment of the mission, owing to very pleasing 
appearances of the gospel having been made 
effectual to roun poor labouring Mussulmeo, 
who have been setting their faces towards Zion 
ever since the month of August last I hope 
their baptism will not be much longer deferred; 
find that might encourage Mohun Chund, Par- 
bottee, and Cassi Naut (who last year appeared 
to set out in the ways of God), to declare for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, by an open profession 
of their faith in him. Seven of the natives, we 
hope, are indeed converted."— >J9ap/. Jtfut. Vol. L 
p. 346, 346. 
Effects of Preaehing to an Hindoo Contnrei^atioiu 

« I then told them, that if they could not tell 
me, I would tell themj and that God, who haid 
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permitted the Hindoos to sink into a sea of 
darkness, had at length commiserated them; 
and sent me and mj colleagues to preach life 
to them. I then told them of Christ, his death, 
his person, his love, his being the surety of 
sinners, his power to save, dec, and exhorted 
them earnestly and affectionately to come to 
him. Effects were various; one man came 
before I hal well done, and wanted to sell 
alockings to me." — Bi^. Mm. Vol. L p. 357. 

Extrarti from Journals. 

-After worship, I received notice that the 
printing-press was just arrived at the Ghat from 
Calcutta. Retired, and thanked God for fur- 
nishing us with a press." — Ibid. p. 469. 

Smecm in tht Sixth Year. 
« We lament that several who did run well 
are now hindered. We have faint hopes of a 
few, and pretty strong hopet of one or two; but 
ft I say more, it must either be a dull recital 
of our journeying to one place or another to 
preach the gospel, or something else relating 
to ourselves, of which I ought to be the last to 
speak." — Ibid, p. 488. 

EXTBACTB VBOX Mb. WaBd's JoUBirAL, A KIW 

AvAaArrisT MissioirAmT suit out ih 1799. 
!&. Ward admirei the Captain, 

** Several of our friends who have been sick 
begin to look up. This evening we had a most 
precious hour at prayer. Captain Wickes read 
from the 12th vers^ of the 33d of Exodus, and 
then joined in prayer. Our hearts were all 
warmed. We shook hands with our dear 
captain, and, in design, clasped him to our 
bosoms."— /6u/. Vol. II. p. 3. 

JUr. Ward it frighiened by a Privateer. 
« /wM 1 1. Held our conference this evening. 
A vessel is still pursuing us, which the Cap- 
tain believes to be a Frenchman. I feel some 
alarm : considerable alarm. Oh Lord, be thou 
our defender ! the vessel seems to gain upon 
OS. (Quarter past eleven at night) There is 
■o doubt of the vessel being a French priva- 
teer: when we changed our tack, she changed 
hers. We have, since dark, changed into our 
old course, so that possibly we shall lose her. 
Brethren G. and B. have engaged in prayer: 
we have read Luther's psalm, and our minds 
are pretty well composed. Our guns are all 
loaded, and the captain seems very low. All 
haod^ are at the guns, and the matches are 
lighted* I go to the end of the ship. I can 
JQSt see the vessel, though it is very foggy. A 
ban whizzes over my head, and makes me 
tremble. I go down, and go to prayer with our 
(irmdt.'*.i»a|K. Jfut. Vol. IL p. 8, 4. 

Mr, Ward feeU a regard fir the SaUore, 
"Jml^ IS. I never felt so much for any men 
M for our sailors ; a teikdemess which could 
weep over them. Oh, Jesus! let thy blood 
cover some of them ! A sweet prayer meeting. 
Verily God is here."— iUi/. p. 7. 

Mr. Weard Btn an American VueeU o^d iMigi to 
freaek to the Saihn. 

"flgic. 97. An Amertean vessel is along-side, 



and the captain is speaking to their captain 
through his trumpet. How pleasant to talk to 
a friend ! I have been looking at them throng 
the glass ; the sailors sit in a group, and are 
making iheir observations upon us. I long to 
go and preach to them." — Ibid. p. 11. 

Feelings of the Natives vpon hearing their Religum 
attacked. 

«1800. Feb. 25. Brother C. had some con- 
versation with one of the Mussulmen, who 
asked, upon his denying the divine mission of 
Mahommed, what was to become d£ Mussul* 
men and Hindoos ! Brother C. expressed his 
fears that they would all be lost. The man 
seemed as if he would have torn him to 
pieces." — Ibid. p. 51. 

** Mar. 30. The people seem quite anxious 
to get the hymns which we give away. The 
Brahmins are rather uneasy. The Governor 
advised his Brahmins to send their children to 
learn English. They replied, that we seemed 
to take pains to make the natives Christians ; 
and they were afraid that, their children being 
of tender age, would make them a more easy 
conquest" — Ibid. p. 158. 

** Jpril 27. Lord^s Day. One Brahmin said, 
he had no occasion for a hymn, for they were 
all over the country. He could go into any 
house and read one."— /6u/. p. 61. 

** May 9. Brother Fountain was this even- 
ing at Buddabarry. At the close, the Brahmins 
having collected a number of boys, they set up 
a great shout, and followed the brethren out of 
the village with noise and shoutings." — Ibid. 

*'May 16. Brother Carey and I were at Bud- 
dabarry this evening. Xo sooner had we be- 
gun, than a Brahmin went round to all the rest 
that were present, and endeavoured to pull 
them away.''— Bapf. Miu. Vol. H. p. 62. 

u 30. This evening at Buddabarry> the 

man mentioned in my journal of March 14th 
insulted Brother Carey. He asked why we 
came ; and said, if we could employ the natives 
as carpenters, blacksmiths, dec. it would be 
very w^ll ; but that the^ did not want our hoU- 
nets. In exact confonnity with this sentiment* 
our Brahmin told Brother Thomas when here, 
that he did not want the favour of God." — Ibid* 
p. 63. 

<* June 22. LortTs Day. A Brahmin has been 
several times to disturb the children, and to 
curse Jesus Christ ! Another Brahmin com- 
plained to Brother Carey that, by our school 
and printing, we were now teaching the gospel 
to their children from their infancy."— /6u/. 
p. 65. 

**June 29. Lord^s Day. This evening a 
Brahmin went round amongst the people who 
were collected to hear Brother Carey, to per- 
suade them not to accept of our papers. Thus 
'darkness struggles with the light' "— iftuL p. 
66. 

«It was deemed advisable to print SOOO 
copies of the New Testament, and alio 600 
additional copies of Matthew, for immediate 
distribution; to which are annexed some of 
the most remarkable prophecies in the Old 
Testament respecting Chnst These are now 
distributing, together with copies of several 
' evangelical hymns, and a very earnest and 
aS 
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pertinent address to the natives, respecting the 
gospel. It iras written by Ram Boshoo, and 
contains a hundred lines in Bengalee verse. 
We hear that these papers are read with much 
Attention, and that apprehensions are rising in 
the minds of some of the Bndimins whereunto 
these things may grow." — JbitU p. 69. 

*< We have printed several small pieces in 
Bengalee, which have had a large circolation." 
— iWcf. p. 77. 

JI&. Fountain'i gralUudi to Havey. 

<* Wheft I wa^ about eighteen or nineteen 
vears of age, Herve/9 Mtdiiationt fell into my 
hands. Till then I had read nothing but my 
Bible and the prayer book. This nshered me 
as it were into a new world ! It expanded my 
mind, and excited a thirst after knowledge: 
and this was not. all ; I derived spiritual as 
well as inteilectaal advantages from it. I shall 
bless God for this book while I live upon earth, 
mndvfkm Igtt to heaven, I will thank dear Hervey 
km$el/."^BapU Mies. Vol. IL j>. 90. 

Hatred 0/ the NoHvet to the GotpeL 

**Jan. 27. The inveterate hatred that the 
Brahmins every where show to the gospel, and 
the very name of Jesus, in which they are 
joined by many lewd fellows of the baser sort, 
requires no common degree of self-possession, 
caution, and prudence. The seeming failure 
of some we hoped well of is a source of con- 
siderable anxiety and grief." — Ibid, p. 1 10. 

**Jug. 81. XortTf Day. 'We have the honour 
of printing the first book that was ever printed 
in Bengalee ; and this is the first piece in which 
Brahmins have been opposed, perhaps for thou- 
sands of years. All their books are filled with 
accounts to establish Brahminism, and raise 
Brahmins to the seat of God. Hence they are 
believed to be inferior gods. All the waters 
of salvation in the' country are supposed to 
meet in the foot of a Brahmin. It is reckoned 
they have the keys of heaven and hell, and 
have power over sickness and health, life and 
death. O pray that Brahminism may come 
downr— 75iAp. 111. 

« Oct. 3. Brother Marshman having directed 
the children in the Bengalee school to write 
out a piece written by Brother Fountain (a 
kind of catechism), the schoolmaster reported 
yesterday that all the boys would leave the 
school rather than write it; that it was de- 
signed to make them lose caste, and make them 
Feringae ; that is, persons who have descended 
from those who were formerly converted by 
the papists, and who are to this day held in 
the greatest contempt by the Hindoos. From 
this you may gather how much contempt a 
converted native would m^t with."— J&i(/. p. 
lis, 114. 

«<Oer. S6. LonetDay. BAorro/Mold Brother 
Carey to-day what the people talked among 
themselves—* Formerly,' say they, « here were 
BO white people amongst us. Now the English 
have taken the country, and it is getting full 
of whites. Now also the white man's shaster 
is publishing. Is it not going to be ftilfilled 
which is wrtUen in our shasters, that aU $haU 
he if one eatte,' and will not this caste be the 

go«pcir"— iwrf p. 116. 



« Nov, 7. He also attempted repeatedly to 
introduce Christ and him crucified ; but they 
would immediately manifest the utmost dislike 
of the very name of him. Nay, in their torn 
they commended Creeshnoo, and invited Bro- 
ther C. to believe in him."— /6u2. p. 118. 

**Dec, 23. This forenoon Gokool came to 
tell us that Kristno and his whole family were 
in confinement ! Astonishing news I It seems 
the whole neighbourhood, as soon as it was 
noised abroad that these people had lost caste, 
was in an uproar. It is said that two thou- 
sand people were assembled pouring their 
anathemas on these new converts." — Bant. 
Miss. Vol. II. p. 125. 

^Jan. 12. The Brahmins and the young 
people show every degree of contempt ; and 
the name of Christ is become a by-word, like 
the name rhethodist in England formerly."— ifru/. 
p. 130. 

« Sept. 25. I then took occasion to tell them 
^that the Brahmins only wanted their money, 
*and cared nothing about their salvation. To 
this they readily assented."— /W<f. p. 184. 

•* JVbr. 23. Lord't Day. Went with Brother 
Carey to the new pagoda, at the upper end of 
the town. About ten Brahmins attended. They 
behaved in the most scofiing and blasphemous 
manner, treating the name of Christ with the 
greatest scorn ; nor did they discontinue their 
ridicule while Brother Carey prayed with them. 
No name amongst men seems so ofiensive to 
them as that of our adorable REoixMam !"— 
Ibid. p. 138. 

" Dec. 24. The Governor had the goodness 
to call on us in the course of the day, and de- 
sired us to secure the girl, at least within onr 
walls, for a few days, as he was persuaded t&e 
people round the country were so exasperated 
at Kristno*s embracing the gospel, that h« could 
not answer for their safety. A number of the 
mob might come from twenty miles distant in 
the night, and murder them all, without the per- 
petrators being discovered. He believed, that 
had they obtained the girl, Uiey would have 
murdered her before the morning, and thought 
they had been doing God service !"—-JMdL p. 
143,144. 

** Jan. 30. After speaking about ten minutes, 
a rude fellow began to be veiy abusive, and, 
with the help of a few boys, raised such a cla- 
mour that nothing could be heard. At length, 
seeing no hope of their becoming quiet, I re- 
tired to the other part of the town. They fol- 
lowed, hallooing, and crying, <Hurree boll!' 
(an exclamation in honour of Veeshno). They 
at last began to pelt me with stones and dirt. 
One of the men, who knew the house to which 
Brother Carey was gone, advised me to accom- 
pany him thither, saying, that these people 
would not hear our words. Going with him, I 
met Brother C. We were not a little pleased 
that the devil had begun to bestir himself in- 
ferring from hence that he suspected danger.** 
— /6t(£. p. 148, 149. 

FeeHngt of an Hindoo Boy t^poik the em of Cot^ 



-Nhv. 18. One of the boys of the school^ 
called Benjamin, is under considerable con- 
cern * indeed there is a general stir amongst 
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are children, which aiTordj ns great encouragrc- 
ment The following are some of the expres- 
tioos used in prayer by poor Betujamm: — 

•■•Oh Lord, the day of judgment is coming: 
the SUB, and moon, and stars will all fall down. 
Oh, what shall I do in the day of judgment ! 
Thou wilt break me to pieces, [literal.] The 
Lord Jesus Christ was so good as to die for us 
poor soub : Lord, keep as all this day ! Oh 
hell! gnashing, and beating, and beating ! One 
hour weeping, another gnashing! We shall 
stay there for ever! I am going to hell I am 
going to bell ! O Lord, give me a new heart; 
^ive me a new heart ; and wash away all my 
sins ! Give me a new heart, that I may praise 
Him, that I may obey Him, that I may speak 
the truth, that I may never do evil things ! Oh, 
[ have many times sinned against thee, many 
times broken thy commandments, oh, many 
times ; and what shall I do in the day of judg- 
ment f ''^Jl<9»^ Mist. Vol. IL p. 162, 163. 

jUarm of tki Naiivei at tht preaching of the Go*- 
pel. 

•■From several parts of Calcutta he hears 
of people^s attention being excited by reading 
the papers which we have scattered among 
them. Many begin to wonder that they never 
heard these things before, since the English 
have been so long in the country.** — Rid. p. 223. 

** Many oi the natives have expressed their 
astoniohment at seeing the converted Hindoos 
sit and eat with Europeans. It is what ihey 
thought would never come to pass. The priests 
are much alarmed for their tottering fabric, and 
rack their inventions to prop it up. They do 
not like the institution of the college in Cal- 
cutta, and that their sacred shasters should be 
explored by the unhallowed eyes of Euro- 
peans."— /6u/. p. 333. 

•* Indeed, by the distribution of many copies 
of the Scriptures, and of some thousands of 
small tracts, a spirit of inquiry has been ex- 
cited to a degree unknown at any former 
period."— i^M/. p. 238. 

••As he and Kristno walked through the 
street, the natives, cried out, « What will this 
joiner dot (meaning Kristno.) Will he de- 
stroy the caste of us alii Is this Brahmin 
going to be a Feringa V '*^Ibid. p. 246. 

Jecommt of tmetm in 1802.— Ten/A year of the 
Jnttion. 

••Wherever wc have gone we have uni- 
formly found, that «o long as peopk did not tm- 
denlamd tht report of our mtuage, they appeared to 
hgten; hut the moment they underttood tomething of 
it^ f jhqr either became indifferent, or began to ridi- 
eule. ThU m gp^eral has been our reception "^-^ 
B^.JfiM.yoLLp.273. 

Hatred of the Natives. 

« 8qfi. TT. This forenoon three of the peo- 
ple arrived from Ponchetalokpool, who seemed 
very happy to see ns. They inform us that 
the Brahmins had raised a great persecution 
against them ; and when they set out on their 
journey hither, the mob assembled to hiss 
them away. After Brother Marshman had 
left that part of the country, they hung him in 
effigy, and some of the printed papers which 
he had distributed amongst them.'^— i&u'- p« 314. 



DiJ/icully which the JHumon apengnas from not 
being abU to get Converts shaved. 
** Several persons there seemed willing to be 
baptized ; but if they should, the village barber, 
forsooth, will not shave them ! When a na- 
tive loses his caste, or becomes unclean, his 
barber and his priest will not come near him ; 
and as they are accustomed to shave the head 
nearly all over, and cannot well perform this 
business themselves, it becomes a serious in- 
convenience." — Ibid. p. 372. 

Hatred of the Natives. 
•*Jpr.24. Lord's Day, Brother Chamberlain 
preached at home, and Ward at Calcutta; Bro- 
ther Carey was amongst the brethren, and 
preached at night. Kristno Prisaud, Ram Ro- 
tecn and others, were at Buddabatty, where they 
met with violent opposition. They were set 
upon as Feringas, as destroyers of the caste, 
as having eaten fowls, eggs, &c. As they at- 
tempted to return, the mob began to beat them, 
putting their hands on the back of their necks, 
and pushing them forward ; and one man, even 
a civil officer, grazed the point of a spear 
against the body of Kristno Prisaud. When 
ihey saw that they could not make our friends 
angry by such treatment, they said, You salla ; 
you will not be angry, will you 1 They then in- 
sulted them again, threw cow-dung mixed in 
gonga water at them ; talked of making them 
a necklace of old shoes; beat Neeloo with 
Ram Roteen's shoe, dcc^ and declared that if 
they ever came again, they would make an end 
of them."— Bap(. Miss. Vol. H. p. 878. 
Apian for procuring an order from Oovemment to 
shave the Converts. 
"After concluding with jprayer, Bhorud 
Ghose, Sookur, and Torribot Bichess, took me 
into the field, and told me that their minds 
were quite decided ; there was no necessitv for 
exhorting them. There was onlv one thing 
chat kept them from being baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Losing caste in a large town 
like Serampore, was a very different thing from 
losing caste in their village. If they declared 
themselves Christians, the barber of their vil- 
lage would no longer shave them ; and, without 
shaving their heads and their beards, they 
could not live. If an order could be obtained 
from the magistrate of the district for the bar- 
ber to shave Christians as well as others, they 
would be immediately baptized." — Ibid. p. 897. 
We meet in these proceedings with the ac- 
count of two Hindoos who had set up as gods, 
Dulol and Bam Doss, The missionaries, con- 
ceiving this schism from the religion of the 
Hindoos to be a very favourable opening for 
them, wait upon the two deities. With Dulol, 
who seems to have been a very shrewd fellow, 
they are utterly unsuccessful ; and the follow- 
ing is an extract from the account of their con- 
ference with Ram Dass :— 
« After much altercation, I told him he might 

Eut the matter out of all doubt as to himself; 
e had only to come as a poor, repenting, sup- 
pliant sinner, and he woula be saved, whatever 
became of otkeru To this he gave no other 
answer than a smile of contempt I then ask 
ed him in what way the aias of tbeee hie fol 
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lowers would be remored; urging it as a matp 
ter of the last importance, as he knew that 
they were all sinners, and mast stand before 
the righteous bar of God 1 AHer much eva- 
sion, he replied that he had fire in his belly, 
which woold destroy the sins of all his follow- 
ers."— Bopt. Jfiis. VoL a p. 401. 

J. BroAmtii Converted. 

« Dee. 1 1. LortTt day. A Brahmin came from 
Naddea. Ailer talking with him about the gos- 
pel, which he said he was very willing to em- 
orace, we sent hini to Kristno s. He ate with 
them without hesitation, but discovered such a 
thirst for Bengalee mm, as gave them a dis- 
gust." 

**J>ee. 18. This morning the Brahmin decamped 
euddenly.'^^BapU Miee. Vol. H. p. 424. 
Extent of Printing. 

• Sept. 12. We are building an addition to our 
printing office, where we employ seventeen 
printers and five book-binders. The Brahmin 
from near Bootan gives some hope that he has 
received the truth in love."— J6i</. p. 483 

- The news of Jesus Christ, and of the church 
at Serampore, seems to have gone much fur- 
ther than I expected ; it appears to be known 
to a few in most villages."— i&uf. p. 487. 

Hatred to the GospeL 
"The caste (says Mr. W.) is the great mill- 
stone round the necks of these people. Roteen 
wants shaving ; but the barber here will not do 
it. He is run away lest he should be compel- 
led. He says he will not shave Yesoo Kreest's 
people!"— /Wrf. p. 493. 

Succeu greater by iaqfortunity in prayer. 

** With respect to their tucceu, there are seve- 
ral particulars attending it worthy of notice. 
One is, that it wat preceded by a epirit of importU' 
note prayer. The brethren had all along com- 
mitted their cause to God; but in the autumn 
of 1800, they had a special weekly prayer- 
meeting for a blessing on the work of the mis- 
sion. At these assemblies, Mr. Thomas, who 
was then present on a visit, seems to have been 
more tiian usually strengthened to wrestle for 
a blessing ; and writing to a friend in America, 
he speaks of * the holy unction appearing on 
all ike miuumcuieSf especially of late ; and of 
times of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord, being solemn, frequent and lasting.' In 
connecting these things, we cannot but remem- 
ber that previous to the outpouring of the 
Spirit in the days of Pentecost, the disciples 
* continued with one accord in prayer and sup- 
plication.* "— Bfl;»f. Mies. Pref. Vol. IIL p. vii. 

What this success is, we shall see by the fol- 
lowing extract: 

•< The whole number baptized in Bengal since 
the year 1795, is forty-eight. Over many of 
these we rejoice with great joy; for others we 
tremble ; and over some we are compelled to 
weep."— Bap^ Mia. VoL UL p. 21, 22. 

Hatrmt to the GotpO. 
" 4prU 2. This morning, several of our chief 
pruittng senraats presented a petition, desiring 
fhsjr B^ght have some relief, as they were com- 
p^M, te our Bengalee worship, to hear so 
iDioyVa«pliemiesagtxnst their gods! Btt>ther 



Carey and I had a strong contention with them 
in the printing-office, and invited them to argue 
the pomt with Petnmber, as his sermon had 
given them offence; but they declined it; 
though we told them that they were ten, and 
he was only one ; that they were Brahmins, 
and he was only a sooder !"— iW. p. 88. 

<*The enmity against the gospel and its pro- 
fessors is universal. One of our baptized 
Hindoos wanted to rent a house : aAer going 
out two or three days, and wandering all the 
town over, he at last persuaded a woman to let 
him have a house : but though she was herself 
a Feringa, yet when she heard that he was a 
Brahmin who bad become a Christian, she in- 
sulted him, and drove him away : so that we 
are indeed made the offscouring of all things." 
— /Wrf. p. 38. 

«I was sitting among our native brethren, at 
the Bengalee school, hearing them read and 
explain a portion of the word in turn, when an 
aged, gray-beaded Brahmin, well-dressed, came 
in ; and standing before me, said, with joined 
hands, and a supplicating tone of voice,* Sa- 
hib ! I am come to ask an alms." Beginning 
to weep, he repeated these words hastily ; ' I am 
come to ask ... an alms.' He continued standing, 
with his hands in a supplicating posture, weep- 
ing. I desired him to say what alms ; and told 
him, that by his looks, it did not seem as if he 
wanted any relief. At length, being pressed, 
be asked mc to give him his son, pointing with 
his hand into the midst of our native brethren. 
I asked him which was his son 1 He pointed 
to a young Brahmin, named Soroop; and set- 
ting up a plaintive cry, said, that was his son. 
We tried to comfort him, and at last prevailed 
upon him to come and sit down upon the ve- 
randa. Here he began to weep again; and 
said that the young man's mother was dying 
with grief."— Bffp/. Mise. Vol. IIL p. 43. 

*<This evening Buxoo, a brother, who is 
servant with us, and Soroop, went to a market 
in the neighbourhood, where th^ were disco- 
vered to be Tetoo Khreettare Loke (Jesus Christ's 
peopled The whole market was in a hubbub : 
they clapped their hands, and threw dust at 
them. Buxoo was changing a rupee for cow- 
ries, when the disturbance began ; and in the 
scuffle, the man ran away with the rupee with- 
out giving the cowries." — Ibid. p. 65. 

"Abr. 24. This day Hawojre and Ram 
Khunt returned from their village. They re- 
late that our brother Fotick, who lives in the 
same village, was lately seized by the chief Ben- 
galee man there ; dragged from his house ; his 
face, ^yes and ears clogged with cow-dung— 
his hands tied — and in this state confined seve- 
ral hours. They also tore to pieces all the 
papers, and the copy of the Testament, which 
they found in Fotick's house. A relation of 
these persecutors being dead, they did not mo- 
lest Hawnye and Ram Khunt; but the towns- 
folk would not hear about the gospel: they 
only insulted them for becoming Christians. 
— /6iW. p. 67. 

** Cutwa on the Oangee, Sept. 8, 1804. This place 
is about seventy miles from Serampore, hf the 
Hoogley river. Here I procured a spot of 
ground, perhaps about two acres, pleasantly 
situated by two tanks, and a fine grove of man- 
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fo tMs, at a small distance from the town. It 
was with diffically I procured a spot. I was 
forced to leave one, after I had made a begin- 
ning, through the violent opposition of the 
people. Ck)ming to this, opposition ceased; 
and therefore I called it Rihoboth ; for Jehovah 
hath made room for us. Here I have raised a 
spacious bnngalo.*' — Ibul, p. 59. 

It wonld perhaps be more prudent to leave 
the question of sending missions to India to the 
effect of these extracts, which appear to us to be 
quite decisive, both as to the danger of insurrec- 
tioQ from the prosecution of the scheme, the ut- 
ter unfimess of the persons employed in it, and 
the complete hopelessness of the attempt while 
pursued imder such circumstances as now ex- 
^r. But, as the Evangelical party who have 
got possession of our eastern empire have 
brought forward a great deal of argument upon 
die question, it may be necessary to make it 
some sort of reply. « 

We admit it to be the general duty of Chris- 
tian people to disseminate their religion among 
the pagan nations who are subjected to their 
empire. It is true they have not the aid of 
miracles; but it is their duty to attempt such 
conversion by the earnest and abundant em- 
ployment of the best human means in their 
power. We believe that we are in possession 
of a revealed religion ; that we are exclusively 
in possession of a revealed religion ; and that 
die possession of that religion can alone confer 
immortality, and best confer present happiness. 
Tliis religion, too, teaches us the duty of general 
benevolence : and how, under such a system, the 
conversion of heathens can be a matter of indif- 
ference, we profess not to be able to understand. 

So much for the general rule :— now for the 
exceptions. 

No man (not an Anabaptist) will, we pre- 
sume, contend that it is our duty to preach the 
natives into an insurrection, or to lav before 
them, so fully and emphatically, the scheme of 
the gospel, as to make them rise up in the dead 
of the night and shoot their instructors through 
the head. If conversion be the greatest of all 
objects, the possession of the country to be 
converted is the only mean, in this instance, 
by which that conversion can be accomplished ; 
for we have no right to look for a miraculous 
conversion of the Hindoos ; and it would be 
little short of a miracle, if General Oudinot was 
to display the same spirit as the ierioua part 
of the Directors of the East India Company. 
Even for missionary purposes, therefore, the 
utmost discretion is necessary ; and if we wish 
to teach the natives a better religion, we must 
take care to do it in a manner which will not 
inspire them with a passion for political change, 
or we shall inevitably lose our disciples alto- 
gether. To us it appears quite clear, from the 
extraeta before us, that neiUier Hindoo nor Ma- 
homedan is at all indifierent to the attacks 
made upon his religion; the arrogance and 
the irritability of the Mahomedan are univei^ 
sally acknowledged; and we put it to our read- 
ers, whether the Brahmins seem in these ex- 
tracts to show the smallest disposition to behold 
the encroachments upon their religion with 
pa^siveness and tmcoocem. A missionary 
who co nr erf d ^ only a few of the refUse of so- 
8 



ciety« might live for ever in peace in India, and 
receive his salary from his fanatical masters 
for pompous predictions of universal conver- 
sion, transmitted by the ships of the season ; 
but, if he had any marked success among the 
natives, it could not fail to excite much more 
dangerous specimens of jealousy and discon- 
tent than those which we hftve extracted from 
the Anabaptist Journal. How is it in human 
nature that a Brahmin should be indifierent to 
encroachments upon his religion 1 His repu- 
tation, his dignity, and hi great measure his 
wealth, depend upon the preservation of the 
present superstitions ; and why is it to be sup- 
posed that motives which are so powerful with 
all other human beings, are inoperative with 
him alone! If the Brahmins, however, are 
disposed to excite a rebellion in support of their 
own influence, no man, who knows any thing 
of India, can doubt that they have it in their 
power to effect it. 

It is in vain to say, that these attempts to 
diflose Christianity do not originate from the 
government in India. The omnipotence of 
government in the East is well known to the 
natives. If government does not prohibit, it 
tolerates ; if it tolerates the conversion of the 
natives, the suspicion may be easily formed 
that it encourages that conversion. If the 
Brahmins do not believe this themselves, they 
may easily persuade the common people thai 
such is the fact ; nor arc there wanting, bettidos 
the activity of these new missionaries, many 
other circumstances to corroborate such a ru- 
mor. Under the auspices of the College at 
Fort William, the Scriptures are in a course 
of translation into the languages of almost the 
whole continent of Oriental India, and we per- 
ceive, that in aid of this object the Bible So- 
ciety has voted a very magnificent subscription. 
The three principal chaplains of our Indian 
settlements are (as might be expected) of prin- 
ciples exactly corresponding with the enthusi- 
asm of their employers at home; and their 
zeal upon the subject of religion has shone 
and burnt with the most exemplary fury. These 
circumstances, if they do not really impose 
upon the minds of the leading natives, may 
give them a very powerful handle for misre- 
presenting the intentions of government to the 
lower orders. 

We see from the massacre of Vellore, what 
a powerful engine attachment to religion may 
be rendered in Hindostan. The rumors might 
all have been false ; but that event shows thev 
were tremendously powerful when excited. 
The object, therefore, is not only not to do any 
thing violent and unjust upon subjects of re- 
ligion, but not to give any stronger colour to 
jealous and disaffected natives for misiepie 
seating your intentions. 

All these observations have tenfold foret. 
when applied to an empire which rests so en- 
tirely upon opinion. If physical force could 
be called in to stop the progress of error, we 
eould afford to be misrepresented for a season ; 
but 80,000 white men living in the midst of 
70 million sable subjects, must be al urays in 
the right, or at least never represented as 
fffossly in the wrong. Attention to the prejn. 
dices of the subject is wise in all govcmmcMit^ 
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bdt quite indispensable in a government con- 
stituted as our empire in India is constituted ; 
where an uninterrupted series of dexterous 
conduct is not only ne<;essary to our prosperity, 
but to our existence. 

These reasonings are entitled to a little more 
consideration, at a period when the French 
threaten oar existence in India by open force, 
and by every species of intrigue with the 
native* powers. In all governments, every 
thing lakes its tone from the head ; fanaticism 
has got into the government at home ; fanati- 
cism will lead to promotion abroad. The 
civil servant in India will not only not dare to 
exercise his own judgment, in checking the 
indiscretions of ignorant missionaries; but he 
will strive to recommend himself to his holy 
masters in Leadenhall Street, by imitating Bro- 
ther Cran and Brother Ringletaube, and by 
e very species of fanatical excess. Methodism 
at home is no unprofitable game to play. In 
the East it will soon be the Infallihle road to 
promotion. This is the great evil ; if the man- 
agement was in the hands of men who were as 
discreet and wise in their devotion as they are 
in matters of temporal welfare, the desire of 
putting an end to missions might be premature 
and indecorous. But the misfortune is, the 
men who wield the instrument, ought not, in 
common sense and propriety, to be trusted with 
it for a single instant. Upon this subject, they 
are quite insane and ungovernable; they would 
deliberately, piously, and conscientiously ex- 
pose our whole Eastern empire to destruction, 
for the sake of converting half a dozen Brah- 
mins, who, after stuffing themselves with rum 
and rice, and borrowing money from the mis- 
sionaries, would run away and cover the gospel 
and its possessors with every species of im- 
pious ridicule and abuse. 

Upon the whole, it appears to us hardly pos- 
sible to push the business of proselytism in 
India to any length without incurring the 
utmost risk of losing our empire. The danger 
is more tremendous, because it may be so sud- 
den ; religious fears are very probable catLses 
of disaffection in the troops ; if the troops are 
generally disaffected, our Indian empire may be 
lost to us as suddenly as a frigate or a fort ; 
and that empire is governed by men who, we 
are very much afraid, would feel proud to lose 
it in such a cause. 

« But I think it my duty to make a solemn 
appeal to all who still retain the fear of God, 
and who admit that religion and the course of 
eonduet which it prescribes are not to be ban- 
ished from the affairs of nations — now when 
the political sky, so long overcast, has become 
more lowering and black than ever — whether 
thistis a period for augmenting the weight of 
our national sins and provocations, by an eX' 
dutwe TOLiBATiov of idolatry ; a crime which, 
unless the Bible be a forgery, has actually 
drawn forth the heaviest denunciations of ven- 

fcance, and the most fearful inflictions of 
divine displeasure." — Contiderationt, ^r. p. 98. 

Can it be credited that this is an extract from 

a pamphlet generally supposed to be written by 

'M oobJe Lord at the Board of Control, from 

/•/y oMcial interference die public might 



have expected a corrective to the pious temw- 
iiy of others 1 

The other leaders of the party, indeed, make 
at present great professions of toleration, and 
express the strongest abhorence of using vio- 
lence to the natives. This does very well for 
a beginning ; but we have little confidence in 
such declarations. We believe their fingers 
itch to be at the stone and clay gods of the 
Hindoos ; and that, in common with the noble 
Controller, they attribute a great part of our 
national calamities to these ugly images of 
deities on the one side of the world. We again 
repeat, that upon such subjects, the best and 
ablest men, if once tinged by fanaticism, are 
wA to bt truttedfor a single moment, 

2dly, Another reason for giving up the task 
of conversion, is the want of success. In 
India; religion extends its empire over the 
minutest actions of life. It is not merely a law 
for moral conduct, and for occasional worship ; 
but it dicAtes to a man his trade, his dress, his 
food, and his whole behaviour. His religion 
also punishes a violation of its exactions, not 
by eternal and future punishments, but by pre- 
sent infamy. If an Hindoo is irreligious, or, 
i in other words, if he loses his caste, he is 
deserted by father, mother, wife, child, and kin- 
dred, and becomes instantly a solitary wan- 
derer upon the earth ; to touch him, to receive 
him, to eat with him, is a pollution producing a 
similar loss of caste ; and the state of such a 
degraded man is worse than death itself. To 
these evils an Hindoo must expose himself 
before he becomes a Christian ; and this diffi- 
culty must a missionary overcome, before he 
can expect the smallest success ; a difficulty 
which, it is quite clear, they themselves, aAer 
a short residence in India, consider to be insu- 
perable. 

As a proof of the tenacious manner, in 
which the Hindoos cling to their religious 
prejudices, we shall stale two or three very 
short anecdotes, to which any person who has 
resided in India might easily produce many 
parallels. 

**In the year 1766, the late Lord Clive and 
Mr. Verelst employed the whole influence of 
Government to restore a Hindoo to his caste, 
who had forfeited it, not by any neglect of his 
own, but by having been compelled, by a most 
unpardonable act of violence, to swallow a 
drop of cow broth. The Brahmins, from the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, were very 
anxious to comply with the wishes of Govern- 
ment; the principal men among them met once 
at Kishnagur, and once at Calcutta; but aAer 
consultations, and an examination of their 
most ancient records, they declared to Lord 
Clive, that as there was no precedent to justify 
the act, they found it impotsible to restore the 
unfortunate man to his caste, and he died soon 
after of a broken heart."— &<rf/ ITontig'f Prt- 
face, p. Ivi. 

It is the custom of the Hindoos to* expose 
dying people upon the banks of the Ganges. 
There is something peculiarly holy in that 
river; and it soothes the agonies of death to 
look upon its waters in the last moments. A 
party oif English were coming down in a boat, 
and peroeived apoa the bank a pious Hindoo^ 
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IS a state of the last imbecility— aboDt to be 
drowned by the rising of the tide, after the^ 
most approved and orthodox manner of their ; 
religioifl They Md the curiosity to lahd ; and 
as they perceived some more signs of life than 
were at first apparent, a yoong Englishman' 
poured down his throat the greatest part of a 
bottle of lavender water, which he happened 
to have in his pocket The effects of such a 
stimalosy applied I* a stomach accustomed to 
nothing stronger than water, were instantane- 
ons and powerfuL The Hindoo revived suffi- 
ciently to admit of his being conveyed to the 
boat, was carried to Calcutta, and perfectly re- 
covered. He had drunk, however, in the com- 
Cy of Europeans ; — no matter whether vo- 
tary or involuntary^ — the oflence was com- 
mitted: he lost caste, was turned away from 
his home, and avoided, of course, by every re- 
lation and friend. The poor man came before 
the police, making the bitterest complaints upon 
being restored to life ; and for three years the 
burden of supporting him fell upon the mis- 
taken Samaritan who had rescued him from 
death. During that period, scarcely a day 
elapsed in which the degraded resurgent did 
not appear before the European, and curse 
him with the bitterest curses— as the cause of 
all his misery and desolation. At the end of 
that period he fell ill, and of course was not 
again* thwarted in his passion for dying. The 
writer of this article vouches for the truth of 
this anecdote; and many persons who were at 
Calcutta at the time must have a distinct recol- 
lection of the fact, which excited a great deal 
of conversation and amusement, mingled with 
compassion. 

It is this institution of castes which has pre- 
served India in the same state in which it ex- 
isted in the days of Alexander; and which 
woald leave it without the slightest change in 
habits and manners, if we were to abandon the 
country to-morrow. We are astonished to ob- 
serve the laie raident in Bengal speaking of the 
fiAeen millions of Mahomedans in India as 
converts from the Hindoos; an opinion, in 
support of which he does not offer the shadow 
of an argument, except b^ asking, whether the 
Mahomedans have the Tartar face ! and if not, 
how they can be the descendants of the first 
conquerors of India ? Probably not altogether. 
Bat does this writer imagine, that the Mahome- 
dan empire could exist in Hindostan for 700 
vears without the intrusion of Persians, Ara- 
bians, and every species of Mussulmen adven- 
turers from every part of the East, which had 
embraced the religion of Mahomed 1 And let 
Uiem come from what quarter they would, 
could they ally themselves to Hindoo women 
Without producing in their descendants an ap- 
proximation to the Hindoo features? Dr. 
Robertson, who has investigated this subject 
with the greatest care, and looked into all the 
authorities, is expressly of an opposite opinion ; 
and considers the Mussulman inhabitants of 
Hindostan to be merely the descendants of 
Mahomedan adventurers, and not converts 
from the fiUndoo faith. 

•TTie armies" (says Orme^ "which made 
the first conquests for the heaas of the respect- 
've dynasties, or for other Inraders, ltd bebiod 



them numbers of Mahomedans, who, seduced 
by a finer climate, and a richer country, forgot 
their own. 

*< The Mahomedan princes of India naturally 
gave a preference to the service of men of 
their own religion, who, from whatever country 
they came, were of a more vigorous constitn- 
tion than the stoutest of the subj^ted nation. 
This preference has continually encouraged 
adventurers from Tartar}', Persia, and Arabia, 
to seek their fortunes under a government from 
which they were sure of receiving greater en- 
couragement than they»coul(i expect at home. 
From these origins, time has formed in India a 
mighty nation of near ten millions of Mahome- 
dans.*' — Ormt's Jndottan, I. p. 24. 

Precisely similar to this is the opinion of Dr. 
Robertson, Note xl. — Mian Disquisition. 

As to the religion of the Ceylonese, from 
which the Bengsd rtsident would infer the faci- 
lity of making converts of the Hindoos, it is to 
be observed, that the religion of Boudh(»a, in 
ancient times, extended from the north of Tar- 
tary to Ceylon, from the Indus to Slam, and (it 
Foe and Boudhou are the same persons) over 
China. That of the two religions of Boudhou 
and Brami, the one was the parent of the other, 
there can be very little doubt ; but the compa- 
rative antiquity of the two is so very disputed 
a point, that it is quite unfair to state the case 
of the Ceylonese as an instance of conversion 
from the Hindoo religion to any other: and 
even if the religion of Bramd is the most an-* 
cient of the two, it is still to be proved, that the 
Ceylonese professed that religion before they 
changed it for their present faith. In point of 
fact, however, the boasted Christianity of the 
Ceylonese is proved by the testimony of the 
missionaries themselves, to be little better than 
nooBRial. The following extract from one of 
their own communications, dated Colombo, 
1805, will set this matter in its true light: — 

** The elders, deacons, and some of the mem- 
bers of the Dutch congregation, came to see us, 
and we paid them a visit in return, and made a 
little inquiry concerning the state of the church 
on this island, which is, in one word, miftrablet 
One hundred thousand of those who are called 
Christians (because they are baptized) need 
not go back to heathenism, for Ikey never have 
been any thing else but heathens, worshippers of 
Budda: they have been induced, for worldly 
reasons, to be baptized. O Lord have mercy 
on the poor inhabitants of this populous island!" 
-^Trans. Miss. Soc. II. 265. 

What success the Syrian Christians had in 
making converts ; in what degree they have 
gained their numbers by victories over the 
native superstition, or lost their original num- 
bers by the idolatrous examples to which for 
so many centuries they have lieen exposed ; are 
points wrapt up in so much obscurity, that no 
kind of inference, as to the facility of convert- 
ing the natives, can be drawn from them. Their 
present number is supposed to be about 
160,000. 

It would be of no use to quote the example 
of Japan and China, even if the progress of the 
faith in these empires had been much greater 
than it is. We do nol ^^i^ Sx '\^ ^\tRcv\\ \s> ws^.- 
Tert the 3apinese» ot ^«% CWowe^ . >a»^ ^^««<^ 
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Hindoos. We are not saying it is difficult to 
convert human creatares ; but difficult to con* 
vert human creatures with such institutions. 
To mention the example of other nations who 
have them not, is to pass over the material ob- 
jection, and to answer others which are merely 
imaginary* and have never been made. 

3f//y, Tlys duty of convetsion in less plain, 
and less imperious, when conversion exposes 
the convert to great present misery. An Afri- 
can or an Otaheite proselyte might not perhaps 
be less honoured by his countrymen if he be- 
came a Christian; an Hindoo is instantly sub- 
jected tu the most perfect degradation. A 
change of faith might increase the immediate 
happiness of any other individual; it annihi- 
lates for ever all the human comforts which an 
Hindoo enjoys. The eterna^ happiness which 
you proffer him, is therefore less attractive to 
him than to any other heathen, from the life of 
misery by which he purchases it. 

Nothing is more precarious than our empire 
in India. Suppose we were to be driven out 
of it to-morrow, and to leave behind us twenty 
thousand converted Hindoos, it is most proba- 
ble they would relapse into heathenism ; but 
their original station in society could not be 
regained. The duty of making converts, 
therefore, among such a people, as it arises 
from the general duty of benevolence, is less 
strong than it would be in many other cases ; 
because, situated as we are, it is quite certain 
* we shall expose them to a great deal of misery, 
and not quite certain we shall do them any 
future good. 

4>'A/y, Conversion is no duty at all, if it mere- 
ly destroys the old religion, without really and 
effectually teaching the new one. Brother 
Ringletaube may write home that he makes a 
Christian, when, in reality, he ought atAy to 
state that he has destroyed an Hindoo. Foolish 
and imperfect as the religion of an Hindoo is. 
It is at least some restraint upon the intemper- 
ance of human passions. It is better a Brah- 
min should be respected, than that nobody 
should be respected. An Hindoo had better 
believe that a deity with an hundred legs and 
arms, will reward and punish him hereaAer, 
than that he is not to be punished at all. Now, 
when you have destroyed the faith of an Hin- 
doo, are you quite sure that you will graft upon 
his mind fresh principles of action, and make 
him any more than a nominal Christian 1 

You have 30,000 Europeans in India, and 
60 millions of other subjects. If proselytism 
were to go on as rapidly as the most visionary 
Anabaptist could d^am or desire, in what man- 
ner are these people to be taught the genuine 
truths and practices of Christianity 1 Where 
are the clergy to come from ! Who is to de- 
fray the expense of the establishment! and 
who can foresee the immense and perilous dif- 
ficulties of bending the laws, manners, and in- 
i»iitiitions of a country to the dictates of a new 
leligion t If it were easy to persuade the Hin- 
doos that their own religion was folly, it would 
be indefinitely difficult effectually to teach them 
any other. They would tumble their own idols 
into the river, and you would build them no 
ehorohes: jrou won\6 destroy all their present 
motives for doing right aaa avoiding wrong, 



without being able to fix upon their minds the 
more sublime motives by which you profess to 
be actuated. What a missionary will do here* 
after with the heart of a comrert, is a fhatter of 
doubt and speculation. He is quite certain, 
however, that he must accustom the man to see 
himself considered infamous ; and good prin- 
ciples can hardly be exposed to a ruder shock. 
Whoever has seen much of Hindoo Christians 
must have perceived, that the man who bears 
that name is very commonly nothing more than 
a drunken reprobate, who conceives himself 
at liberty to eat and drink anything he pleases, 
and annexes hardly any other meaning to the 
name of Christianity. Such sort of converts 
may swell the list of names, and gratify the 
puerile pride of a missionary ; but what real, 
discreet Christian can wish to see such Chris- 
tianity prevail 1 But it will be urged, if the 
present converts should become worse Hindoos, 
and very indifferent Christians, still the next 
generation will do better; and by degrees, and 
at the expiration of half a century, or a century, 
true Christianity may prevail. We may apply 
to such sort of Jacobin converters what Mr. 
Burke said of the Jacobin politicians in his 
time, — **To such men a- whole generation of 
human beings are of no more consequence than 
a frog in an air-pump." For the distant pros- 
pect of doing what most probably alter all, 
they will never be able to effect, there is no de- 
gree of present misery and horror to which 
they will not expose the subjects of their expe- 
riment. 

As the duty of making proselytes spnngs 
from the duty of benevolence, there is a priority 
of choice in conversion. The greatest zeal 
should plainly be directed to the most desperate 
misery and ignorance. Now, in comparison to 
many other nations who are equally is^norant 
of the truths of Christianity, the Hindoos are a 
civilized and a moral people. That they have 
remained in the same state for so many centu- 
ries, is at once a proof that the institutions 
which established that state could not be highly 
unfavourable to human happiness. After all 
that has been said of the vices of the Hindoos, 
we believe that a# Hindoo is more mild and 
sober than most Europeans, and as honest and 
chaste. In astronomy the Hindoos have cer- 
tainly made very high advances ;— some, and 
not an unimportant progress in many sciences. 
As manufacturers, they are extremely in- 
genious—and as agriculturists, industrious. 
Christianity would improve them ; (whom 
would it not improve 1) but if Christianity can- 
not be extended to all, there are many other na- 
tions who want it more.* 

The Hindoos have some very savage cus- 
toms, which it would be desirable to abolish. 
Some swing on hooks, some run knives through 
their hands, and widows bum themselves to 
death : but these follies (even the last) are quite 
voluntary on the part of the sufferers. We dis* 
like all misery, voluntary or involuntary ; but 
the difference between the torments whicn a 
man chooses, and those which he endbres from 

* We an ll«ff«, mt eo«ra«, arfvliif the qiieetl«m only 
in A worldly point of view. Tlila le one point of view 
ia whleb It aoet be placed, tboaf h certainly tbe lowest 
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the choice of others, is very great. It is a con- 
siderahle wretchedness that men and women 
should he shut up in religious houses ; but it is 
only an object of legislative interference, when 
such incarceration is compulsory. Monasteries 
and nunneries with us would be harmless in- 
stitutions; because the moment a devotee found 
he had acted like a fool, he might avail himself 
of the discorery and run away ; and so may an 
Hindoo^ if he repents of his resolution of run- 
ning hooks into nis flesh. 

The duties of conversion appear to be of less 
importance, when it is impossible to procure 
proper persons to undertake them, and when 
such religious embassies, in consequence, de- 
volve upon the lowest of the people. Who 
wishes to see scrofula and atheism cured by a 
single sermon in Bengal 1 who wishes to see 
the religious hoy riding at anchor in the Hoogly 
river! or shoals of jumpers exhibiting their 
nimble piety before the learned Brahmins of 
Benares! This madness is disgusting and 
dangerous enough at home : — Why are we to 
send out little detachments of maniacs to spread 
over the fine regions of the world the most un- 
just and contemptible opinion of the gospel ! 
The wise and rational part of the Christian 
ministry find they have enough to do at home 
tocomhat with passions unfavourable to human 
happiness, and to make men act up to their 
professions. But if a tinker is a devout man, 
he infallibly sets off for the East. Let any 
man read the Anabaptist missions :— <:an he -do 
so without deeming such men pernicious and 
extravagant in their own country, — and with- 
out feeling that they are benefiting us much 
more by their absence, than the Hindoos by 
their advice ! 

It is somewhat strange, in a duty which is 
stated by one party to be so clear and so indis- 
pensable, that no man of moderation and good 
3ense can be found to perform it And if no 
other instruments remain but visionary enthu- 
siasts, some doubt may be honestly raised 
whether it is not better to drop the scheme en- 
tirely. 

Shortly stated, then, our argument is this ; — 
We see not -the slightest prospect of success ; — 
we see much danger in making the attempt ;-^ 
and we doubt if the conversion of the Hindoos 
would ever be more than nominal. If it is 
a duty of general benevolence to convert the 
Heathen, it is less a duty to convert the Hin- 
doos than any other people, because they are 
already highly civilized, and because you must 
in&Uibly subject them to infamy and present 
degradation. The instruments employed for 
these purposes are circulated to bring ridicule 
and disgrace upon the gospel ; and in the dis- 
cretion of those at home, whom we consider as 
their patrons, we have not the smallest reli- 
ance ; but, on the contrary, we are convinced 
they would behold the loss of our Indian em- 
pire, not with the humility of men convinced of 
errooeous views and projects, but with the 
pride, the exultation, and the alacrity of martyrs. 

Of the books which have handled this sub- 
ject on either side, we have little to say. Ma- 
jor Scott Waring's book is the best against the 
Ifissions ; but he wants amiDgeiaeDr and pru- 



dence. The late resident writes well ; but is 
miserably fanatical towards the conclusion. 
Mr. Cunningham has been diligent in looking 
into books upon the subject: and though an 
etfangeHcal gentleman, is not uncharitable to 
those who differ from him in opinion. There 
is a passage in the publication of his reverend 
brother, Mr. Owen, which, had we been less 
accustomed than we have been of late to this 
kind of writing, would appear to be quite in- 
credible. 

<*I have not pointed out the comparative in- 
difference, upon Mr. Twining's principles, be- 
tween one religion and another, to the welfare 
of a people; nor the impossibility, on those 
principles, of India being Christianized by any 
human means, so k)ng as it shall remain under 
the dominion of the Company; nor the aUemo' 
tivt to which Providence it by contequence reductdp 
of either giving up that amntry to everlatting ««- 
perttition, or of working $onu miracle in order to 
accomplish itt convertion/* — Owen't Jiddreu, p. S8» 

This is really beyond any thing we ever re- 
member to have read. The hoy, the cock-fight, 
and the religious newspaper, are pure reason 
when compared to it. The idea of reducing 
Providence to an altemaiive ! I and, by a motion 
at tho India House, carried by ballot! We 
would not insinuate, in the most distant man- 
ner, that Mr. Owen is not a gentleman of the 
most sincere piety ; but the misfortune is, all 
extra superfine persons accustom themselves to 
a familiar phraseology upon the most sacred 
subjects, which is quite shocking to the com- 
mon and inferior orders of Chiistians. Prooim 
dtnee reduced to an altemaiitfe / / / / / Let it be 
remembered, this phrase comes from a member 
of a religious party, who are loud in their com- 
plaints of being confounded with enthusiasts 
and fanatics. 

We cannot conclude without the most pointed 
reprobation of the low mischief of the Christian 
Observer ; a publication which appears to have 
no other method of discussing a question fairly 
open to discussion, than that of accusing their 
antagonists of infidelity. No art can be more 
unmanly, or, if its consequences are foreseen, 
more wicked. If this publication had been the 
work of a single individual, we might have 
passed it over in silent disgust; but as it it 
looked upon as the organ of a great political 
religious party in this country, we think it right 
to notice the veiy unworthy manner in which 
they are attempting to extend their influence. 
For ourselves, if there were a fair prospect of 
carrying the gospel into regions where it was 
before unknown^ — ^if such a project did not 
expose the best possessions of the country 
to extreme danger, and if it was in the hands of 
men who were discreet, as well as devout, we 
should consider it to be a scheme of true piety, 
benevolence, and wisdom : but the baseness and 
malignity of fanaticism shall never prevent us 
from attacking its arrogance, its ignorance, and 
its activity. For what vice can be more tre- 
mendous than that which, while it wears the 
outward appearance of religion, destroys th« 
happiness of man, and dlshono\XT% vVi^TAm^ ^1 
Oodl 
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Thb various publications which have issued 
from the press in favour of religious liberty, 
Aave now nearly silenced the arguments of 
their opponents; and, teaching sense to some, 
and inspiring others with shame, have left 
those only on the field who can neither learn 
nor blush. 

But, though ihe art^ument is given up, and the 
justice of the Catholic cause admitted, it seems 
to be generally conceived, that their case, at 
present, is utterly hopeless ; and that, to advo- 
cate it any longer, will only irritate the op- 
pressed, without producing any change of 
opinion in those by whose influence and autho- 
rity that oppression is continued. To this 
opinion, unfortunately too prevalent, we have 
many reasons for not subscribing. 

We do not understand what is meant in this 
country by the notion, that a measnre, of con- 
summate wisdom and imperious necessity, is 
to be deferred for any time, or to depend upon 
any contingency. Whenever it can be made 
clear to the understanding of the great mass 
of enlightened people, that any system of poli- 
tical conduct is necessary to the public welfare, 
every obstacle (as it ought) will be swept away 
before it; and as we conceive it to be by no 
means improbable, that the country may, ere 
long, be^ placed in a situation where its safety 
or ruin 'will depend upon its conduct towards 
the Catholics, we sincerely believe we are 
doing our duty in throwing every possible light 
on this momentous question. Neither do we 
understand where this passive submission to 
ignorance and error is to end. Is it confined 
to religion ? or does it extend to war and peace, 
as well as religion 1 Would it be tolerated, if 
any man were to say, ** Abstain from all argu- 
ments in favour of peace; the court have 
resolved upon eternal war; and, as you cannot 
have peace, to what purpose urge the necessity 
of it 1" We answer^ — that courts must be pre- 
sumed to be open to the influence of reason ; 
or, if they were not, to the influence of pru- 
dence and discretion, when they perceive the 
public opinion to be loudly and clearly against 
them. To lie by in timid and indolent silence, 
—to tuppote an inflexibility, in which no court 
ever could, under pressing circumstances, per- 
severe—and to neglect a regular and vigorous 
appeal to public opinion, is to give up all 
chance of doing good, and to abandon the 
only instrument by which the few are ever 
prevented from ruining the many. 

It is folly to talk of any other iUtimalum in 
government than perfect justice to the fair 
claims of the subject The concessions to the 
[fish Catholics in 1792 were to be the nc pbu 
uUra. Every engine was set on foot to induce 
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the grand juries in Ireland to petition agaioal 
further concessions ; and, in six months after> 
wards, government were compelled to intro- 
duce, themselves, those further relaxations of 
the penal code, of which they had just before 
assured the Catholics they must abandon all 
hope. Such is the absurdity of supposing that 
a few interested and ignorant individuaU can 
postpone, at their pleasure and caprice, the 
happiness of millions. 

As to the feeling of irritation with which 
such continued discussion may inspire the 
Irish Catholics, we are convinced that no opi- 
nion could be so prejudicial to the cordial 
union which we hope may always subsist be- 
tween the two countries, as that all the efforts 
of the Irish were unavailing^ — that argument 
was hopeless^ — ^that their case was prejudged 
with a sullen inflexibility which circumstances 
could not influence, pity soften, or reason sub- 
due. 

We are by no means convinced, that the 
decorotis silence recommended upon the Ca- 
tholic question would be rewarded by those^ 
future concessions, of which many persons* 
appear to be so certain. We have a strange 
incredulity where persecution is to be alKH 
lished, and any class of men restored to their 
indisputable rights. When we see it done, we 
will believe it. Till it is done, we shall always 
consider it to be highly improbable— much too 
improbable — to justify the smallest relaxation 
in the Catholics themselves, or in those who 
are well-wishers to their cause. When the 
fanciful period at present assigned for the 
emancipation arrives, new scruples may arise 
— fresh forbearance be called for — and the ope- 
rations of common sense be deferred for an- 
other generation. Toleration never had a 
present tense, nor taxation a future one. The 
answer which Paul received from Felix, he 
owed to the subject on which he spoke. When 
justice and righteousness were his theme, 
Felix told him to go away, and he would hear 
him some other time. All men who have 
spoken to courts upon such disagreeable topics, 
have received the same answer. . Felix, how^ 
ever, trembled when he gave it ; but his fear 
was ill-directed. He trembled at the subject- 
he ought to have trembled at the delay. 

Little or nothing is to be expected from the 
shame of deferring what it is so wicked and per- 
ilous to defer. Profligacy in taking office is so 
extreme, that we have no doubt public men may 
be found, who, for half a century, would postpone 
all remedies for a ptstiUnce, if the preservation 
of their places depended upon the propagation 
of the virus. To us, such kind of conduct 
conveys no other action than that of sordid 
avaricious impudence : — it puts to sale the best 
interests of the country for some improvement 
in Xhit wines and meau aud caxiia^s which a 
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man usev-^nd encourages a new political 
morality which may always postpone any other 
great measure — ^and every other great measure 
as well as the emancipation of the Catholics. 
We terminate this apologetical preamble 
with expressing the most earnest hope that the 
Catholics will not, from any notion that their 
cause IS efieetually carried, relax in any one 
constitutional effort necessary to their purpose. 
Their cause is the cause of common sense 
and justice ; — the safety of England and of the 
world may depend upon it It rests upon the 
soundest principles ; leads to the most import- 
ant consequences ; and therefore cannot be too 
frequently brought before the notice of the 
public 

The book before us is written by Mr. Henry 
ParaelU the bh>ther of Mr. William Pamell, 
author of the Historical Apology, reviewed in 
one of our late numbers; and it contains a 
very well written history of the penal laws en- 
acted against the Irish Catholics, from the 
peace of Limerick, in the reign of King 
William, to the late Union. Of these we shall 
present a very short, and, we hope even to 
loungers, a readable abstract 

The war carried on in Ireland against King 
William cannot deserve the name of a re- 
bellion: it was a struggle for their lawful 
Prince, whom they had sworn to maintain; 
and whose zeal for the Catholic religion, what- 
ever effect it might have produced in England, 
could not by them be considered as a crime. 
This war was terminated by the surrender of 
Limerick, upon conditions by which the Catho- 
lics hoped, and very rationally hoped, to secure 
to themselves the free enjoyment of their re- 
.ligion in future, and an exemption from all 
those civil penalties and incapacities which the 
reigning creed is so fond of heaping upon its 
subjugMd rivals. 

By the various articles of this treaty, they 
are to enjoy such privileges in the exercise of 
their religion, as they did enjoy in the time of 
Charles n. : and the King promises upon the 
meeting of Parliament, « to endeavor to pro- 
cure for them such further acurity in that par- 
ticular, as may preserve them from any disturb- 
ance on account of their said religion." They 
are to be restored to their estates, privileges, 
and immunities, as they enjoyed them in the 
time of Charless II. The gentlemen are to be 
allowed to carry arms ; and no other oath is to 
be tendered to the Catholics who submit to 
King William than the oath of allegiance. 
These and other articles, King WilHam ratifiet 
far himtelf, hi$ heirt and tucetnortf at far as in 
kim lies ; and confirms the same^ and every other 
tlause and matter therein contained. ^ 

These articles were signed by the English 
general on the 3d of October, 1691 ; and dif- 
fused comfort, confidence, and tranquillity 
among the Catholics. On the 22d of October, 
the English Parliament excluded Catholics 
from the Irish Houses of Lords and Commons, 
by compelling them to take the oaths of su- 
premacy before admission. 

In 1695. the Catholics were deprived of all 
means of educating their children, at home or 
abroad, and of the prlvile^ of being guardians 
lo their own or to other per$oas' children. 



Then all the Catholics were disarmed, — and 
then all the priests banished. Jfier this (proba- 
bly by way of joke), an act was passed to eon- 
yirm the treaty of Limerick, — the. great and 
glorious King William totally forgetting the« 
contract he had entered into of recommending 
the religious liberties of the Catholics to the 
attention of Parliament 

On the 4th of March, 1704, it was enacted, 
that any son of a Catholic who would turn 
Protestant, should succeed to the family estate, 
which from that moment could no longer be 
sold, or charged with debt and legacy. On the 
same day. Popish fathers were debarred, by a 
penalty of 500/., from being guardians to their 
own children. If the child, however young, 
declared himself a Protestant, he was to he 
delivered immediately to the custody of some 
Protestant relation. No Protestant to marry a 
Papist No Papist to purchase land, or take a 
lease of land for more than thirty-one years. 
If the profits of the lands so leased by the 
Catholics amounted to above a certain rate 
settled by the act*— /arm to belong to the flrsi 
Protestant who made the discovery. No Papist to 
be in a line of entail; but the estate to pass on 
to the next Protestant heir, as if the Papist were 
dead. If a Papist dies intestate, and no Pro- 
testant heir can be found, property to be equally 
divided among all the sons ; or, if he has none, 
among all the daughters. By the 1 6th clause 
of this bill, no Papist to hold any office civil or 
military. Not to dwell in Limerick or Oalway, 
except on certain conditions. Not to vote at 
elections. Not to hold ad?owsons. 

In 1709, Papists were prevented from hold* 
ing an annuity for life. If any son of a P&pist 
chose to turn Protestant, and enrol the certifi- 
cate of his conversion in the Court of Chan- 
cery, that court is empowered to compel his 
father to state the value of his property upon 
oath, and to make out of that property a com- 
petent allowance to the son, at their own dis* 
cretion, not only for his present njaintenance, 
but for his future portion after the death of his 
father. An increase of jointure to be enjoyed 
by Papist wives upon their conversion. Papists 
keeping schools to be prosecuted as convicts. 
Popish priests who are converted, to receive 
30/. per annum. 

Rewards are given by the same act for the 
discovery of the Popish clergy ; — 50/. for dis- 
covering a Popish bishop ; 20/. for a common 
Popish clergyman ; 10/. for a Popish usher ! 
Two justices of the peace can compel any 
Papist above eighteen years of age to disclose 
every particular which has come to his know 
ledge respecting Popish priests, celebration of 
mass, or Papist schools. Imprisonment for a 
year if he refuses to answer. Nobody can 
hold property in trust for a Catholic. Juries, 
in all trials growing out of these statutes, to 
be Protestants. No Papist to take more than 
two apprentices, except in the linen trade. All 
the Catholic clergy to give in their names and 
places of abode at the quarter-sessions, and to 
keep no curates. Catholics not to serve on 
grand juries. In any trial upon statutes for 
strengthening the ProlesV^iTW vaX^it^V, ^'^^y^V 
juror may be petempVotW^ c\viV\«ti%«^ 
In the ncxi reiftu, Pg^v»V >aot^»a^%^^ 
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tiched, and allowed to be seized for tbe militia. 
Papists cannot be either high or petty consta- 
bles. No Papists to Yote at elections. Papists 
in towns to provide Protestant watchmen }— 
and not to vote at vestries. 

In the rei^ of George IL, Papists were pro- 
hibited from being barristers. Barristers and 
solicitors marrying Papists, considered to be 
Papists, and subjected to all penalties as sach. 
Persons robbed by privateers, daring a war 
with a Popish prince, to be indenmified by 
grand jury presentments, and the money to be 
levied on the CathoHa only. No Papist to 
marry a Protestant; — any priest celebrating 
snch a marriage to be hanged. 

Dorin^r all this time there was not the slight- 
est rebellion in Ireland. 

In 1716 and 1745, while Scotland and the 
north of England were up in arms, not a man 
stirred in Ireland ; yet the spirit of persecution 
against the Catholics continued till the 18th of 
his present Majesty, and then gradually gave 
way to the increase of knowledge, the huma- 
nity of our Sovereign, the abilities of Mr. 
Grattan, the weakness of England struggling 
in America, and the dread inspired by the 
I'^'reoch revolution. 

Such is the rapid outline of a code of laws 
which reflects indelible disgrace upon the Eng- 
lish character, and explains but too clearly 
the cause of that hatred in which the English 
name has been so long held in Ireland. It 
would require centuries to efface such an im- 
pression ; and yet, when we find it fresh, and 
operating at the end of a few years, we explain 
the fact by every cause which can degrade the 
Irish, and by none which can remind us of our 
own scandalous policy. With the folly and 
the horror of such a code before our eyes^— 
with the conviction of recent and domestic 
history, that mankind are not to be lashed and 
chained out of their faith, — ^we are striving to 
tease and worrv them into a better theology, i 



Heavy oppression is nmoved; light insults 
and provocations are retained; the scourge 
does not (all upon their shoulders, but it sounds 
in their ears. And this is the conduct we are 
pursuing, when it is still a great doubt whether 
this conntry alone may not be opposed to tbe 
united efforts of the whole of Europe. It is 
really difficult to ascertain which is the most 
utteriy destitute of common seuse^^tbe capri- 
cious and arbitrary stop we have made ia our 
concessions to the Catholics, or the precise 
period we have chosen for this grand eflbrt of 
obstinate folly. 

In whatsoever manner the contest now in 
agitation on the Continent may terminate, its 
relation to the emancipation of the Cathtdics 
will be very striking. If the Spaniards sneeeed 
in establishing their own liberties, and in les- 
cuing Europe from the tjnranny under which it 
at present labours, it wiir still be contended, 
wittiin the walls of our own Parliament, that 
the Catholics cannot fulfil the duties of social 
life. Venal politician^ will still BTgae that the 
time is not yet come. Sacred and lay sjrco- 
phants will still lavish upon the Catholic Addi 
their well-paid abuse; and England still pas- 
sively submit to such a disgraceful spectacle 
of ingratitude and injustice. If, on the con- 
trary (as may probably be the case), the Spap 
niards fall before the numbers and military 
skill of the French, then are we left alone ia 
the world, without another ray of hope ; and 
compelled to employ against internal disaffec- 
tion that force which, exalted to its utmost en- 
ergy, would in all probability prove but barely 
equal to the external danger by which we 
should be surrounded. Whence comes it that 
these things are universally admitted to be 
true, but looked upon in servile silence by a 
country hitherto accustomed to make great 
efforts for its prosperity, safety and indepen- 
dencel 
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br roatiiif out a nest of consecrated cobblers, 
and in bringing to light snch a perilous heap 
of trash as we were obKged to work through, 
in onr articles apon the Methodists and Mis- 
sionaries, we are generally conceived to have 
rendered an usefol senrice to the cause of ra- 
tional religion. Every one, however, at ail 
acquainted with the true character of Method- 
ism, most have known the extent of the abuse 
and misrepresentation to which we exposed 
ourselves in such a service. All this obloquy, 
however, we were very willing to encounter, 
from our conviction of the necessity of expos- 
ing and correcting the growing evil of fanati- 
cism. In spile of all misrepresentation, we 
have ever been, and ever shall be, the sincere 
friends of sober and rational Christianity. We 
are quite ready, if any fair opportunity occur, 
to defend it, to the best of our ability, from the 
tiger-spring of infidelity ; and we are quite de- 
termined, ^ we can prevent such an evil, that 
it shall not be eaten up by the nasty and nu- 
merous vermin of Methodism. For this pur- 
pose, we shall proceed to make a ftw short 
remarks upon the sacred and silly gentleman 
before ns^ — not, certainly, because we feel any 
sort of anxiety as to the effect of his strictures 
on our own credit or reputation, but because 
his direct and articulate defence of the princi- 
ples and practices which we have condemned, 
affords us the fairest opportunity of exposing, 
Mill more clearly, both the extravagance and 
the danger of these popular sectaries. 

These very impudent people have one ruling 
canon, which pervades every thing they sa^ 
and do. Whoever it unfriendly to MethotHsm, u 
an infidel and an aiheist. This reasonable and 
amiable maxim, repeated, in every form of 
dulness, and varied in every attitude of malig- 
nity, is the sum and substance of Mr. Styles s 
pamphleL Whoever wishes to rescue religion 
from the hands of didactic artisans, — whoever 
prefers a respectable clergyman for his teacher 
to a delirious mechanic, — whoever wishes to 
keep the intervals between churches and luna- 
tic asylums as wide as possible, — all such men, 
in the estimation of Mr. Styles, are nothing 
better than open or concealed enemies of 
Christianity. His catechism is very simple. 
In what hoy do you navigate 1 'By what shoe- 
maker or carpenter are you instructed 1 What 
miracles have you to relate 1 Do you think it 
sinful to reduce Providence to an alternative, dec. 
Ac dec. Now, if we were to content ourselves 
with using to Mr. Styles, while he is dealing 
about his imputations of infidelity, the un- 
courtly langusige which is sometimes applied 
to those who are little curious about truth 

* Strktures •% two CrMqmu in ik» EiinhuTgh Review, 
0u the Smbjeet ef Metkodiem and Miteions ; wilA Remark* 
mu the injluenee of Reviewa, in general, en Morale and 
Hapfineae. By JoHr Sm^vir. 8ro. London, 1809. 



or falsehood, what Methodist would think the 
worse of him for such an attack! Who is 
there among them that would not gk>ry to lie 
for the tabernacle ? who that would not believa 
he was pleasing his Maker, by sacrificing 
truth, justice and common sense, to the int^ 
rests of his own little chapel, and his own de- 
ranged instructor t Something more than con- 
tradiction or confutation, therefore, is necessary 
to discredit those charitable dogmatists, and to 
diminish their pernicious influence; — and tha 
first accusation against us is, that we hava 
endeavoured to add ridicule to reasoning. 

We are a good deal amused, indeed, with tha 
extreme disrelish which Mr. John Styles ex- 
hibits to the humour and pleasantry with which 
he admits the Methodists to have been attacked; 
but Mr. John Styles should remember, that il 
is not the practice with destroyers of vermin ' 
to allow the little victims a veto upon the weih 
pons used against them. If this were othei^ 
wise, we should have one set of vermin banish- 
ing small-tooth combs; another protesting 
against mouse-traps; a third prohibiting the 
finger and thumb; a fourth exclaiming against 
the intolerable infamy of using soap and wa- 
ter. It is impossible, however, to listen to such 
pleas. They must all be caught, killed and 
cracked, in the manner, and by the instruments 
which are found most efficacious to their de- 
struction; and the more they cry out, the 
greater plainly is the skill used against them. 
We are convinced a little laughter will do 
them more harm than all the arguments in the 
world. Such men as the author before us 
cannot understand when they are out-argued; 
but he has given us a specimen, from his irri- 
tability, that he fully comprehends when he 
has become the object of universal contempt 
and derision. We agree with him, that ridi- 
cule is not exactly the weapon to be used in 
matters of religion ; but the use of it is ex- 
cusable, when there is no other which can 
make fools tremble. Besides, he should re- 
member the particular sort of ridicule we have 
used, which is nothing -more than accurate 
quotation from the Methodists themselves. It 
is true, that this is the most severe and cutting 
ridicule to which we could have had recourse; 
but, whose fault is that ? 

Nothing can be more disingenuous than tae 
attacks Mr. Styles has made upon us for onr 
use of Scripture language. Light and grmn 
are certainly terms of Scripture. It is not to 
the words themselves that any ridicule can 
ever attach. It is from the preposterous ap- 
plication of those words, in the mouths of the 
most arrogant and ignorant of human beings; 
— it is from their use in the most trivial, low 
and familiar scenes of life; — it is from the 
illiterate and ungrammaVvc^V ^x^Vw.^ ^^>M% 
John Styles, ihal any vm^a ol xv^\c\j\^ v?«t \a 
1^ 
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or ever can be imparted to the sacred language 
of Scripture. 

We admit also, with this gentleman, that it 
would certainly evince the most vulgar and 
contracted heart, to ridicule any religious 
opinions, methodislical or otherwise, because 
they were the opinions of the poor, and were 
conveyed in the language of the poor. Bat 
are we to respect the poor, when they wish to 
<itep out of their province, and become the 
teachers of the land 1 — when men, whose pro- 
per " talk is of bullocks, pretend to have wis- 
dom aud understanding," is it not lawful to tell 
them they have none t An ironmonger is a 
very respectable man, so long as he is merely 
an ironmonger, — an admirable man if he is a 
religious ironmonger; but a great blockhead 
if he sets up for a bishop or a dean, and lec- 
tures upon theology. It is not the poor we 
have attacked, — but the writing poor, the pub- 
lishing poor, — the limited arrogance which 
mistakes its own trumpery sect for the world : 
Dor have we attacked them for want of talent, 
but for want of modesty, want of sense, and 
want of true rational religion, — for every fault 
which Mr. John Styles defends and exemplifies. 

It is scarcely possible to reduce the drunken 
declamations of Methodism to a point, to grasp 
the wriggling lubricity of these cunning ani- 
mals, and to fix them in one position. We 
have said, in our review of the Methodists, that 
it is extremely wrong to suppose that Provi- 
dence interferes with special and extraordinary 
judgments on every trifling occasion of life : 
that to represent an innkeeper killed for pre- 
veniing a Methodist meeting, or loud claps of 
thunder rattling along the heavens, merely to 
hint to Mr..Scott that he was not to preach at 
a particular tabernacle in Oxford-road, appear- 
ed to us to be blasphemous and mischievous 
nonsense. With great events, which change 
the destiny of mankind, we might suppose 
such interference, the discovery of which, 
upon every trifling occasion, we considered to 
be pregnant with very mischievous conse- 
quences. To all which Mr.- Styles replies, 
that, with Providence, nothing is great, or no- 
thing little, — nothing difficult, or nothing easy; 
that a worm and a whale are equal in the esti- 
mation of a Supreme Being. But did any hu- 
man being but a Methodist, and a third or 
fourth rate Methodist, ever make such a reply 
to such an argument t We are not talking of 
what is great or important to Providence, but 
to us. The creatioa of a worm or a whale, a 
Newton or a Styles, are tasks equally easy to 
Omnipotence. But are they, in their results, 
equally important to us 1 The lightning may 
as easily strike the head of the French empe- 
ror, as of an innocent cottager ; but we are 
surely neither impious nor obscure, when we 
say, that one would be an important interfer- 
ence of Providence, and the other compara- 
tively n( t so. But it is a loss of time to reply 
lo such trash; it presents no stimulus of diffi- 
eolty to as, nor would it oflfer any of novelty to 
aar readers. 

To our attack upon the melancholy ten- 
dency of Methodism, Mr. Styles replies, " that 
iLpaxi must have studied in the •chooU of Hume, 
fo/iirrrt, anJ Xofzehue, irho can plead in be- 



half of the theatre; that, at fashionable ball« 
rooms and assemblies, seduction is drawn out 
to a system ; that dancing excites the fever of 
the passions, and raises a delirium too ol\en 
fatal to innocence and peace ; and that, for the 
poor, instead of the common rough amuse- 
ments to which they are now addicted, there 
remain the simple beauties of nature, tlie 
gay colours, and scented perfumes of the 
earth." These are the blessings which the 
common people have to expect from their 
Methodistical instructors. They are pilfered 
of all their money, — shut out from all their 
dances and country wakes, — and are then sent 
pennyless into the fields, to gaze on the clouds, 
and to smell dandelions ! 

Against the orthodox clergy of all descrip- 
tions, our sour devotee proclaims, as was to 
have been expected, the most implacable war, 
— declaring that, " in one century, they would 
have obliterated all the remaining practical reli' 
gion in the church, had it not been for this new 
sect, everywhere tpoken against" Undoubtedly, 
the distinction of mankind into godly and un- 
godly — if by godly is really meant those who 
apply religion to the extinction of bad pas- 
sions — would be highly desirable. But when, 
by that word, is only intended a sect more de- 
sirous of possessing the appellation than of 
deserving it, — ^when, under that term, are com>> 
prehended thousands of canting hypocrites 
and raving enthusiasts — ^men despicable from 
their ignorance, and formidable from their 
madness, — the distinction may hereafter prove 
to be truly terrific ; and a d3masty of fools may 
again sweep away both church and state in 
one hideous ruin. There may be, at present, 
some very respectable men at the head of 
these maniacs, who would insanify them with 
some degree of prudence, and keep them only 
half mad, if they could. But this won*t do; 
Bedlam will break loose, and overpower its 
keepers. If the preacher sees visions, and 
has visitations, the clerk will come next, and 
then the congregation ; every man will be his 
own prophet, and dream dreams fur himself: 
the competition in extravagance will be hot 
and lively, and the whole island a receptacle 
for incurables. There is, at this moment, a 
man in London who prays for what garments 
he wants, and finds them next morning in his 
room, tight and fitting. This man, as might 
be expected, gains between two and three 
thousand a year from the common people, by 
preaching. Anna, the prophetess, encamps in 
the woods of America, with thirteen or fuui^ 
teen thousand followers, and has visits evenr 
night from the prophet Elijah. Joanna South' 
cote raises Uie desul, &c. &c. Mr. Styles will 
call us atheists, and disciples of the French 
school, for what we are about to say ; but it ii 
our decided opinion, that there is some fraud 
in the prophetic visit ; and it is but too pro- 
bable, that the clothes are merely human, and 
the man measured for them in the commoa 
way. When such blasphemous deceptions 
are practised upon mankind, how can remoii!* 
strance be misplaced, or exposure mischiev* 
ous ! If the choice rested with us, we should 
sayv— give us back our wolves again,— restore 
our Danish invadersr~cur?e us with any evil 
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but the evil of a canting, deluded, and Metho- 
distical populace. Wherever Methodism ex- 
tends its baneful influence, the character of 
the English people is constantly changed by 
it. Boldness and rough honesty are broken 
down into meanness, prevarication, and fraud. 
While Mr. Styles is so severe upon the in- 
dolence of the Church, he should recollect 
that his Methodists are the ex-party; that it is 
not in human nature, that any persons who 
quietly possess power can be as active as 
those who arc pursuing it. The fair way to 
state the merit of the two parties is, to esti- 
mate what the exertions of the lachrymal and 
suspirious clergy would be, if they stepped 
into the endowments of their competitors. 
The moment they ceased to be paid by the 
groan, — the instant that Easter offerings no 
longer depended upon jumping and convul- 
sions, — Mr. Styles may assure himself, that 
the character of his darling preachers would 
be totally changed ; their bodies would become 
quiet, and their minds reasonable. 

It is not true, as this bad writer is perpe- 
tually sajdng, that the world hates piety. That 
modest and unobtrusive piety which fills the 
heart with all human charities, and makes a 
man gentle to others, and severe to himself, is 
an object of universal love and veneration. 
But mankind hate the lust of power when it 
is veiled under the garb of piety ; — ^they hate 
canting and hypocrisy ;-*they hate advertisers 
and quacks and piety ; — ^they do not choose to 
be insulted; — ^they love to tear folly and im- 
prudence from that altar which should only 
be a sanctuary for the wretched and the good. 
Having concluded his defence of Method- 
ism, this fanatical writer opens upon us his 
Missionary battery, firing away with the most 
incessant fury, and calling names, all the time, 
as loud as lungs accustomed to the eloquence 
of the tub usually vociferate. In speaking 
of the cruelties which their religion entails 
upon the Hindoos, Mr. Styles is peculiarly 
severe upon us for not being more shocked at 
their piercing their limbs with kimes. This is 
rather an unfair mode of alarming his readers 
with the idea of some unknown instrument. 
He represents himself as having paid consi- 
derable attention to the manners and customs 
of the Hindoos ; and, therefore, the peculiar 
stress he lays upon this instrument is na- 
turally calculated to produce, in the minds of 
the humane, a great degree of mysterious 
terror. A drawing of the kime was impe- 
riously called for; and the want of it is a 
subtle evasion, for which Mr. Styles is fairly 
accoimtable. As he has been silent on this 
subject, it is for us to explain the plan, and 
nature of this terrible and unknown piece of 
mechanism.' A Aime, then, is neither more 
nor less than a false print in the Edinburgh 
Seriew for a kntfe g and from this blunder of 
the printer has Mr. Styles manufactured this 
Baedalean instrument of torture, called a 
iame/ We were at first nearly persuaded 
by his arguments against kimea; — ^we grew 
frightened; — ^we stated to ourselves the hor- 
ror of not sending missionaries to a nation 
which used kimes, — we were struck with the 
nice and aecarste Jnformation of the Taber- 1 



nacle upon this Important subject: — but we 
looked in the errata, and found Mr. Styles to 
be always Mr. Styles, — always cut off from 
every hope of mercy, and remaining for ever 
himself. 

Mr. Styles is right in sa3ring we have abo 
lished many practices of the Hindoos since 
the establishment of our empire ; but then we 
have always consulted the Brahmins, whether 
or not such practices were conformable to 
their religion ; and it is upon the authority of 
their condemnation that we have proceeded 
to abolition. 

To the whole of Mr. Styles's observations 
upon the introduction of Christianity into 
India, we have one short answer : — ^it is not 
Christianity which is introdaced there, but 
the debased mummery and nonsense of Metho- 
dists, which has little more to do with the 
Christian religion than it has to do with the 
religion of China. We would as soon con- 
sent that Brodum and Sohman should carry 
the medical art of Europe into India, as that 
Mr. Styles and his Anabaptists should give to 
the Eastern World their notions of our reli- 
gion. We send men of the highest character 
for the administration of justice and the re- 
gulation of trade, — ^nay, we take great pains 
to impress upon the minds of the natives the 
highest ideas of our arts and manufactures* 
by laying before them the finest specimens of 
our skill and ingenuity, — why, then, are com- 
mon sense and decency to be forgotten in re- 
ligion alone 1 and so foolish a set of men 
allowed to engage themselves in this occupa> 
tion, that the natives almost instinctively duck 
and pelt them 1 But the missionaries, we are 
told, have mastered the languages of the East. 
They may also, for aught we know, in the 
same time, have learnt perspective, astrono* 
my, or any thing else. What is all this to us 1 
Our charge is, that they want sense, conduct 
and sound religion ; and that, if they are nof 
watched, the throat of every European in 
India will be cut : — the answer to which i% 
that their progress in languages is truly asto 
nishing ! If they expose us to eminent peril, 
what matters it if they have every virtue 
under heaven t We are not writing disserta 
tions upon the intellect of Brother Carey, bu* 
stating his character so far as it concerns us 
and caring for it no farther. But these pious 
gentlemen care nothing about the loss of the 
country. The plan, it seems, is this : — We 
are to educate India in Christianity, as a pa- 
rent does his child ; and, when it is perfect in 
its catechism, then to pack up, quit i. entirely, 
and leave it to its own management This is 
the evangelical project for separating; a colony 
from the parent country. They see nothing 
of the bloodshed, and massacres, and devastac 
tions, nor of the speeches in parliament, squan- 
dered millions, fruitless expeditions, jobs and 
pensions, with which the loss of ouc* Indian 
possessions would necessarily be accompa^ 
nied ; nor will they see that these consequences 
could arise from the attempt, and not from the 
completion, of their scheme of conversion. 
We should be swept from the ^emtkSvA'a^Vs^^V' 
gan zealots', atids\\o\x\^\ose,wnoii%c{^^x^Mk.^> 
all chance of ever teaW^ c^nv^T^^v'^^-^su 
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What is the use, to<s of telling us what these 
men endure 1 Suffering is not a merit, but 
only useful suffering. Prove to us that they 
are fit men, doing a fit thing, and we are ready 
to praise the missionaries ; but it gives us no 
pleasure to hear that a man has walked a 
thousand miles with peas in his shoes, unless 
we know why, and wherefore, and to what 
good purpose he has done it 

But these men, it is urged, foolish and ex- 
travagant as they axe, maybe very useftil pre- 
cursors of the established clergy. This is 
much as if a regular physician should send a 
quack doctor before him, and say, do you go 
and look after this disease for a day or two, 
and ply the patient well with your nostrums, 
and then I will step in and complete the cure ; 
a more notable expedient we have seldom 
heard of. Its patrons forget that these self- 
ordained ministers, with Mr. John Styles at 
their head, abominate the established clergy 
ten thousand times more than they do Pagans, 
who cut themselves with cruel kimes. The 
efforts of these precursors would be directed 
with infinitely more zeal to make the Hindoos 
disbelieve in bishops, than to make them be- 
lieve in Christ The darling passion in the 
soul of every missionary is, not to teach the 
great leading truths of the Christian faith, but 
to enforce the little paltry modification and 
distinction which he first taught from his own 
tub. And then what a way of teaching Chris- 
tianity is this ! There are five sects, if not six, 
now employed as missionaries, every one in- 
structing the Hindoos in their own particular 
method of interpreting the Scriptures; and, 
when these have completely succeeded, the 
Church of England is to step in, and convert 
them all over again to its own doctrines. 
There is, indeed, a very fine varnish of proba- 
bility over this ingenious and plausible scheme. 
Mr. John Styles, however, would much rather 
see a kime in the flesh of an Hindoo than the 
hand of a bishop on his head. 

The missionaries complain of intolerance. 
A weasel might as well complain of intoler- 
ance when he is throttled for sucking eggs. 
Toleration for their own opinions, — toleration 
for their domestic worship, for their private 
groans and convulsions, they possess in the 
mllest extent; but who ever heard of tolera- 
tion for intolerance? Who ever before heard 
men cry out that they were persecuted, be- 
cause they might not insult the religion, shock 
the feelings, irritate the passions of their fel- 
low-creatures, and throw a whole colony into 
bloodshed and confusion! We did not say 
that a man was not an object of pity who 
tormented himself from a sense of duty, but 
that he was not so great an object of pity as 
one equally tormented by the tyranny of an- 
other, and without any sense of duty to sup- 
port him. Let Mr. Styles first inflict forty 
lashes upon himself, then let him allow an 
Edinburgh Reviewer to give him forty more« — 
he will find no comparison between the two 
flagellations. 

These men talk of the loss of our posses- 

sjons ID IndiA, as if it made the argument 

agaJost them only more or less strong ; where- 

*^. IJ7 our estimation, it mMkts the argument 



against them conclusive, and shuts up the 
case. Two men possess a cow, and they quar- 
rel violently how they shall manage this cow. 
They will surely both of them (if they have a 
particle of common sense) agree, that there is 
an absolute necessity for preventing the cow 
from nmning away. It is not only the loss 
of India that is in question, — ^but how will it 
be lost t By the massacre of ten or twenty 
thousand English, by the blood of our sons 
and brothers, who have been toiling so many 
y^ars to return to their native country. But 
what is all this to a ferocious Methodist 1 
What care brothers Barrel and BingUtub for 
us and our colonies! 

If it were possible to invent a method by 
which a few men sent from a distant country 
could hold such masses of people as the Hin- 
doos in subjection, that method would be the 
institution of castes. There is no institution 
which can so effectually curb the ambition of 
genius, recompile the individual more com- 
pletely to his station, and reduce the varieties 
of human character to such a state of insipid 
and monotonous tameness; and yet the re- 
ligion which destroys castes is said to render 
our empire in India more certain ! It may be 
our duty to make the Hindoos Christians,-— 
that is another argument : but, that we shall 
by so doing strengthen our empire, we utteriy 
deny. What signifies identity of religion to a 
question of this kind? Diversity of bodily 
colour and of language would soon overpower 
this consideration. Make the Hindoos enter- 
prising, active, and reasonable as yourselves, 
—destroy the eternal track in which they have 
moved forages — and, in a moment, they would 
sweep you off the face of the earth. Let us 
ask, too, if the Bible is universally diffused in 
Hindostan, what must be the astonishment 
of the natives to find that we are forbidden to 
rob, murder, and steal ; — ^we who, in fifty years, 
have extended our empire from a few acres 
about Madras over the whole peninsula, and 
sixty millions of people, and exemplified in 
our public conduct every crime of which hu- 
man nature is capable. What matchless im- 
pudence to follow up such practice with such 
precepts ! If we have common prudence, let 
us keep the gospel at home, and tell them that 
Machiavel is our prophet, and the god of the 
Manicheans our god. 

There is nothing which disgusts us more 
than the familiarity which these impious cox- 
combs affect with the ways and designs of Pro- 
vidence. Every man, now-a-days, is an Amn 
or a Malachi, One rushes out of his chambers, 
and tells us we are beaten by the French, be- 
cause we ilo not abolish the slave trade. An- 
other assures us, that we have no chance of 
victory till India is evangelized. The new 
Christians are now come to speak of the ways 
of their Creator with as much confidence as 
they would of the plans of an earthly ruler. 
We remember when the ways of God to man 
were gazed upon with trembling humility,— 
when they were called inscrutable, — when 
piety looked to another scene of existence for 
the true explanation of this ambiguous and 
distressing world. We were taught in our 
childhood l>\al ihvs wais \t>a« rbUfvon; but it 
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tarns out now to be nothing but atheism and 
infidelity. If any thing could surprise us from 
the pen of a Methodist, we should be truly sur- 
prised at the very irreligious and presump- 
tuous answer which Mr. Styles makes to some 
of our arguments. Our title to one of the an- 
ecdotes from the Methodist Magazine is as 
follows: — **A tinner punished — a Bu the tn- 
UrumaUs** to which Mr. Styles replies, that we 
might as well ridicule the Scriptures, by re- 
lating their contents in the same ludicrous 
manner. An interference with respect to a tra- 
xeUing Jew: hUnaness the consequence. Acts, 
the mnth ehapter^ and first nine verses. The 
account ofPauTs eonverswn^ ^e, ifC. 4-c. page 38. 
But does Mr. Styles forget that the one is a 
shameless falsehood, introduced to sell a two- 
penny book, and the other a miracle recorded 
by inspired writers) In the same manner, 
when we express our surprise that sixty mil- 
lions of Hindoos should be converted by four 
men and sixteen guineas, he asks, what would 
hare become of Christianity .if the twelve 
Apostles had argued in the same way 1 It is 
impossible to make this infatuated gentleman 
understand that the lies of the Evangelical 
Magazine are not the miracles of Scripture ; 
and that the Baptist Missionaries are not the 
Apostles. He seriously expects that we should 
speak of Brother Carey as we would speak of 
8l Paul; and treat with an equal respect the 
miracles of the Magazine and the Gospel. 

Mr. Styles knows very well that we have 
never said, because a nation has present hap- 
piness, that it can therefore dispense with im- 
mortal happiness ; but we have said that, where 
of two nations both cannot be made Christians, 
it is more the duty of a missionary to convert 
the one, which is exposed to every evil of bar- 
barism, than the other possessing every bless- 
ing of civilization. Our argument is merely 
comparative : Mr. Styles must have known it 
to be so: — but who does not love the Taber- 
nacle better than truth! When the tenacity 
of the Hindoos on the subject of their religion 
is adduced as a reason against the success of 
the missions, the friends of this understanding 
are always fond of reminding us how patiently 
the Hindoos submitted to the religious perse- 
cutions and butchery of Tippoo. The infer- 
ence from such citations is truly alarming. 
It is the imperious duty of Government to 
watch some of these men most narrowly* — 
There is nothing of which they are not capa- 
ble. And what, after all, did Tippoo effect in 
the way of conversion 1 How many Mahome- 
dans did he makel There was all the car- 
nage of Medea's Kettle, and none of the trans- 
formation. He deprived multitudes of Hindoos 
of their caste, indeed ; and cut them off from 
ill the benefits of their religion. That he did, 



and we may do, by violence; but, did he make 
Mahomedansi — or shall we make Christians? 
This, however, it seems, is a matter of plea- 
santry. To .make a poor Hindoo hateful to 
himself and his kindred, and to fix a curse 
upon him to the end of his days ! — ^we have no 
doubt but that this is very entertaining; and 
particularly to the friends of toleration. But 
our ideas of comedy have been formed in 
another school. We are dull enough to thifik, * 
too, that it is more innocent to exile pigs than 
to offend conscience, and destroy human hap- 
piness. The scheme of baptizing with beef 
broth is about as brutal and preposterous as 
the assertion that you may vilify the gods and 
priests of the Hindoos with safety, provided 
you do not meddle with their turbans and 
toupees, (which are cherished solely on a 
principle of religion,) is silly and contemptible. 
AAer all, if the Mahomedan did persecute the 
Hindoo with impunity, is that any precedent 
of safety to a government that offends every 
feeling ooth of Mahomedan and Hindoo at the 
same timel You have a tiger and a buffalo 
in' the same enclosure; and the tiger drives 
the buffalo before him; — is it therefore prudent 
in you to do that which will irritate them both, 
and bring their united strength upon youl 

In answer to the low malignity of this au- 
thor, we have only to reply, that we are, as we 
always have been, sincere friends to the con- 
version of the Hindoos. We admit the Hin- 
doo religion to be full of follies, and full of 
enormities; — we think conversion a great 
duty ; and should think, if it could be effected, a 
great blessing; but our opinion of the mis- 
sionaries and of their employer is such, that 
we most fiimiy believe, in less than twenty 
years, for the conversion of a few degraded 
wretches, who would be neither Methodists 
nor Hindoos, they would infallibly produce the 
massacre of every European in India;* the 
loss of our settlements; and, consequently, of 
the chance of that slow, solid, and temperate 
introduction of Christianity, which the supe- 
riority of the European character may ulti- 
mately effect in the Eastern world. The Board 
of Control (all Atheists, and disciples of Vol- 
taire, of course) are so entirely of our way of 
thinking, that the most peremptory orders have 
been issued to send all the missionaries home 
upon the slightest appearance of disturbance. 
Those who have sons and brothers in India 
may now sleep in peace. Upon the transmis- 
sion of this order, Mr. Styles is said to have 
destroyed himself with a kime. 



♦Every opponent saye of Major Scott's book, ** Wbat 
a danf^eroua book! tbe arrival of It at Calcatu may 
throw the whole Indian empire into conAuion ;" and yat 
theee are the people whoM reliffiooa pr«i)iidkea may be 
inaulted with impunity. 



WORKS OP THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



HANNAH MORE.* 

[Ediubxtboh Review, 1809.] 



% This book is written, or supposed to be writ^ 
ten* (for we would speak timidly of the mys- 
teries of superior beings,) by the celebrated 
Mrs. Hannah More! We shall probably give 
great offence by such indiscretion; but still we 
most be excused for treating it as a book 
merely human, — an uninspired production, — 
the result of mortality left to itself, and de- 
pending on its own limited resources. In tak- 
ing up the subject in this point of view, we so- 
lemnly disclaim the slightest intention of in- 
dulging in any indecorous levity, or of wound- 
ing the religious feelings of a large class of very 
respectable persons. It is the only method in 
wmch we can possibly make this work a pro- 
per object of criticism. We have the strong- 
est possible doubts of the attributes usually 
ascribed to this authoress; and we think it 
more simple and manly to say so at once, than 
to admit nominally superlunary claims, which, 
in the progress of our remarks, we should vir- 
tually deny. 

Coelebs wants a wife: and, afler the death 
of his father, quits his estate in Northumber- 
land to see the world, and to seek for one of 
its best productions, a woman, who may add 
materially to the happiness of his future life. 
His first journey is to London, where, in the 
midst of the gay society of the metropolis, of 
course, he does not find a wife ; and his next 
journey is (o the family of Mr. Stanley, the 
head of the Methodists, aserious people, where, 
of course, he does find a wife. The exsdtation, 
therefore, of what the authoress deems to be 
the religious, and the depreciation of what she 
considers to be the worldly character, and the 
influence of both upon matrimonial happiness, 
form the subject of this novel, — rather of this 
dramatic sermon. 

The machinery upon which the discourse is 
suspended is of the slightest and most inarti- 
ficial texture, bearing every mark of haste, and 
possessing not the slightest claim to merit 
Events there are none; and scarcely a charac- 
ter of any interest The book is intended to 
convey religious advice; and no more labour 
appears to have been bestowed upon the story, 
than was merely sufficient to throw it out of 
the dry, didactic form. Lucilla is totally un- 
interesting; so is Mr. Stanley ; Dr. Barlow still 
worse; and Ccelebs a mere clod or dolt Sir 
John and Lady Belfield are rather more inte- 
resting — and for a very obvious reason: they 
have some faults ; they put us in mind of men 
and women ; they seem to belong to one com- 
mon nature with ourselves. As we read, we 
seem to think we might act as such people 
act, and therefore we attend; whereas imita^ 



♦ C0M9 in Seartk of a W\ft ; eofHfvktnding^ Obstrva- 
di^m^ ^ J>4»msi9tie HtMit and Manntn^ JUiiMUnmndMo- 
naif. S rolB, London^ li09. 



tion is hopeless in the more perfect characters 
which Mrs. More has set before us; and 
therefore they inspire us with very little inte- 
rest 

There are books, however, of all kinds; and 
those may not be unwisely planned which set 
before us very pure models. They are less 
probable, and therefore less amusing, than or- 
dinary stories; but they are more amusing 
than plain, unfabled precept Sir Charles 
Grandison is less agreeable than Tom Jones ; 
but it is more agreeable than Sherlock and 
Tillotson; and teaches religion and morality 
to many who would not seek it in the produc- 
tions of these professional writers. 

But, making every allowance for the diffi- 
culty of the task which Mrs. More has pre- 
scribed to herself, the book abounds with marks 
of negligence and want of skill ; with repre- 
sentations of life and manners which are either 
false or trite. 

Temples to friendship and virtue must be 
totally laid aside, for many years to come, in 
novels. Mr. Lane, of the Minerva Press, has 
g^ven them up long since ; and we were quite 
surprised to find such a writer as Mrs. More 
busied in moral brick and mortar. Such an 
idea, at first, was merely juvenile ; the second 
time, a little nauseous; but the ten thousandth 
time it is quite intolerable. Coelebs, upon his 
first arrival in London, dines out, — meets with 
a bad dinner, — supposes the cause of that bad 
dinner to be the erudition of the ladies of the 
house, — talks to them upon learned subjects, 
and finds them as dull and ignorant as if they 
had piqued themselves upon all the mysteries 
of housewifery. We humbly submit to Mrs. 
More, that this is not humorous, but strained 
and unnatural. Philippics against frugivo- 
rous children after dinner are too common. 
Lady Melbury has been introduced into every 
novel for these four yeats last past Peace to 
her ashes ! 

The characters in this novel which evince 
the greatest skill are unquestionably those of 
Mrs. Ranby and her daughters. There are 
some scenes in this part of the book extremely 
well painted, and which evince that Mrs. More 
could amuse, in no common aegree, if amuse- 
ment was her object. 

"At tea I found the young ladies took no 
more interest in the conversation than they 
had done at dinner, but sat whispering and 
laughing, and netting white silk gloves, till 
they were summoned to the harpsichord. 
Despairing of getting on with them in com 
pany, I proposed a walk in the garden. I now 
found them as willing to talk as destitute of 
any thing to say. Their conversation was 
vapid and frivolous. Tliey laid great stress 
on small things. They seemed to have no 
shades in their understanding, but used the 
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strongest terms for the commonest occasions ; 
and admiration was excited by thiDgs hardly 
worthy to command attention. They were 
extremely glad and extremely sorry on sub- 
jects not calculated to excite affections of 
any kind. They were animated about trifles, 
and indifferent on things of importance. They 
were, I must confess, frank and good-na- 
tured ; but it was evident that, as they were 
too open to have any thing to conceal, so 
they were too uninformed to have any thing 
to produce; and I was resolved not to risk 
my happiness with a woman who could not 
contribute her full share towards spending 
a wet winter cheerfully in the country.** — (I. 
64, 65.) 

This trait of character appears to us to be 
very good. The following passage is still 
better. 

« In the evening, Mrs. Ranby was lamenting 
in general, in rather customary terms, her own 
exceeding sinfulness. Mr. Ranby said, * You 
accuse yourself rather too heavily, my dear ; 
you have .<iins to be sure.* * And pray what 
sins have I, Mr. Ranby 1* said she, turning upon 
him with so much quickness that the poor 
man started. * Nay,* said he, meekly, • I did 
not mean to offend you; so far from it, that, 
hearing you condemn yourself so grievously, 
I intended to comfort you, and to say that, 

except a few faults * * And pray what 

faults V interrupted she, continuing to speak, 
however, lest he should catch an interval to 
tell them. *I defy you, Mr. Ranby, to produce 
one.' * My dear,* replied he, * as you charged 
yourself with all, I thought it would be letting 
you off cheaplv, by naming only two or three, 

such as * Here, fearing matters would 

go too far, I interposed ; and, softening things 
as much as I could for the lady, said, * I con- 
ceived that Mr. Ranby meant, that though she 

partook of the general corruption ' Here 

Ranby, interrupting me with more spirit than 
I thought he possessed, said, * General corrup- 
tion, sir, must be the source of particular cor- 
ruption. I did not mean that my wife was 
worse than other women.* — ^* Worse, Mr. 
Ranby, worse 1' cried she. Ranby, for the 
first time in his life, not minding her, went on, 
*As she is always insisting tSat the whole 
species is corrupt, she cannot help allowing 
that she herself has not quite escaped the infec- 
tion. 'Sow, to be a sinner in the gross, and a 
saint in the detail — that is, to have all sins, 
and no faults — is a thing I do not quite com- 
prehend.* 

"After he had left the room, which he did 
as the shortest way of allaying the storm, she, 
apologizing for him, said, *he was a well- 
meaning man, and acted up to the little light 
he had ;* but added, ' that he was unacquainted 
with religious feelings, and knew little of the 
nature of conversion.* 

" Mrs. Ranby, I found, seems to consider 
Christianity as a kind of free-masonry; and 
therefore thinks it superfluous to speak on 
serious subjects to any but the initiated. If 
they do not return the sign^ she gives them up 
as blind and dead. She thinks she can only 
make heneJf intelligible to those to whom i 



certain peculiar phrases are familiar: aii4 
though her Iriends may be correct, devout and 
both doctrinally and practically pious; yet, if 
they cannot catch a certain mystic meaning,^ 
if there is bot a sjTnpathy of intelligence 
between her and them, — if they do not fully 
conceive of impressions, and cannot respond 
to mysterious communications, she holds them 
unworthy of intercourse with her. She does 
not so much insist on high moral excellence 
as the criterion of their worth, as on their 
own account of their internal feelings." — (1. 
60—63.) 

l^e great object kept in view, throughout 
the whole of this introuuction, is the enforce- 
ment of religious principle, and the condemna" 
tion of a life lavished in dissipation and 
fashionable amusement. In the pursuit of this 
object, it appears to us that Mrs. More is much 
too severe upon the ordinary amusements of 
mankind, many of which she does not object 
to in this or that degree, but altogether. 
Ccelebs and Lucilla, her optimus and optima^ 
never dance, and never go to the play. They 
not only stay away from the comedies of 
Congreve and Farquhar, for which they may 
easily enough be forgiven ; but they never go 
to see Mrs. Siddons in the Gamester, or in 
Jane Shore. The finest exhibition of talent, 
and the most beautiful moral lessons, are in- 
terdicted at the theatre. There is something 
in the word Playhouse which seems so closely 
connected, in the minds of these people, with 
sin and Satan, — that it stands in their vocabu- 
lary for every species of abomination. And 
yet why 1 Where is every feeling more roused 
in favour of virtue than at a good play? 
Where is goodness so feelingly, so enthusias- 
tically learnt t What so solemn as to see the 
excellent passions of the human heart called 
forth by a great actor, animated by a great poet 1 
To hear Siddons repeat what Shakspeare wrote t 
To behold the child and his mother — ^the noble 
and the poor artisan — the monarch and his 
subjects — all ages and all ranks convulsed 
with one common passion — wrung with one 
common anguish, and, with loud sobs and 
cries, doing involuntary homage to the God 
that made their hearts ! What wretched infa- 
tuation to interdict such amusements as these ! 
What a blessing that mankind can be allured 
ft-cm sensual gratification, and find relaxation 
and pleasure in such pursuits ! But the excel- 
lent Mr. Stanley is uniformly paltry and nar- 
row, — always trembling at the idea of being 
entertained, and thinking no Christian safe 
who is not dull. As to the spectacles of im- 
propriety which are sometimes witnessed in 
parts of the theatre, such reasons apply, in a 
much stronger degree, to not driving along the 
Strand, or any of the great public streets of 
London, after dark ; and, if the virtue of well- 
educated young persons is made of such very 
frail materials, their best resource is a nun 
nery at once. It is a very bad rule, however, 
never to quit the house for fear of catching 
cold. 

Mrs. More practically extends the same 
doctrine to cards and assemVA\ft^. t^o c^<&.t^ 
— because cards are c\i)?g\o7edLYXi ^KmSxk%\ Ti» 
assembliea— because mai^f ^sv^^x«^'VJ«»«» 
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p^s their lives in assemblies. Carry this but 
a little further, and we must say, no wine — 
bCMcause of drunkenness; no meat — ^because 
of gluttony; no use, that there may be no 
abase ! The fact is, that Mr. Stanley wants, 
not only to be religious, but to be at the head 
of the religious. These little abstinences are 
the cockades b^ which the party are known, — 
die rallying pomts for the evangelical faction. 
So natural is the love of power, that it some- 
times becomes the influencing motive with the 
sincere advocates of that blessed religion 
whose very characteristic excellence is the 
humility which it inculcates. 

We observe that Mrs. More, in one part of 
her work, falls into the common error about 
dress. She first blames ladies for exposing 
their persons in the present style of dress, and 
then says, if they knew their own interest, — ^if 
they were aware how much more alluring 
t^ey were to men when their charms are less 
displayed, they would make the desired altera- 
tion from motives merely selfish. 

** Oh ! if women in general knew what was 
their real interest, if they could guess with 
what a charm even the appearance of modesty 
invests its possessor, they would dress deco- 
rously from mere self-love, if not from prin- 
eiplc. The designing would assume modesty 
as an artifice ; the coquette would adopt it as 
an allurement; the pure as her appropriate 
attraction; and the voluptuous as the most 
miaUible art of seduction.^'— (L 189.) 

If there is any truth in this passage, nudity 
becomes a virtue ; and no decent woman, for 
the future, can be seen in garments. 

We have a few more of Mrs. More's opinions 
to notice^ — ^It is not fair to attack the religion 
of the times, because, in large and indiscri- 
minate parties, religion does not become the 
subject of conversation. Conversation mnst 
and ought to grow out of materials on which 
men can agree, not upon subjects which try 
the passions. But this good lady wants to see 
men chatting together upon the Pelagian 
heresy — ^to hear, in the afternoon, the theolo- 
gical rumours of the day — and to glean pole- 
mical tittle-tattle at a tea-table rout All the 
disciples of this school uniformly fall into the 
same mistake. They are perpetually calling 
upon their votaries for religious thoughts and 
raUgious conversation in every thing ; inviting 



them to ride, walk, row, wrestle, and dine out 
religiously ; — ^forgetting that the being to whom 
this impossible purity is recommended, is a 
being compelled to scramble for his existence 
and support for ten hours out of the sixteen he 
is awake ; — forgetting that he must dig, beg, 
read, think, move, pay, receive, praise, scold, 
command, and obey ; — ^forgetting, also, that if 
men conversed as oflen upon religious subjects 
as they do upon the ordinary occurrences of 
the world, they would converse upon them 
with the same familiarity and want of respect, 
—that religion would then produce feelings not 
more solemn or exalted than any other topics 
which constitute at present the common furni- 
ture of human understandings. 

We are glad to find in this work some strong 
compliments to the efllcacy of works^ — some 
distinct admissions that it is necessary to be 
honest and just, before we can be considered 
as religious. Such sort of concessions are 
very gratifying to us; but how will they be 
received by the children of the Tabernacle t 
It is quite clear, indeed, throughout the whole 
of the work, that an apologetical explanation 
of certain religious opinions is intended ; and 
there is a considerable abatement of that tone 
of insolence with which the improved Chris- 
tians are apt to treat the bungling specimens 
of piety to be met with in the more ancient 
churches. 

So much for the extravagances of this lady. 
— With equal sincerity, and with greater plea- 
sure, Ve bear testimony to her talents, her good 
sense, and her real piety. There occur every 
now and then, in her productions, very original 
and very profound observations. Her advice 
is very often characterized by the most amiable 
good sense, and conveyed in the most brilliant 
and inviting style. If, instead of belonging to 
a trumpery faction, she had only watched over 
those great points of religion in which the 
hearts of every sect of Christians are interest- 
ed, she would have been one of the most useful 
and valuable writers of her day. As it is, 
every man would wish his wife and his children 
to read Calebs ,• — watching himself its efiects ; 
— separating the piety from the puerility;— 
and showing that it is very possible to be a 
good Christian, without degrading the human 
understanding to the trash and folly of Me* 
thodism. 
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[EDiifBxniGB Review, 1809.] 



Tmibs ai* two questioDS to be asked respect- 
ing every new publication. Is it worth baying 1 
Is it worth borrowing 1 and we would advise 
our reader; to weigh diligently the importance 
of these interrogations, before they take any 
decided step as to this work of Mr. Edgeworth ; 
the more especially as the name carries with 
it considerable authority, and seems, in the 
estimation of the unwary, almost to include 
the idea of purchase. For our own part, we 
would rather decline giving a direct answer to 
these questions; and shall content ourselves 
for the present with making a few such slight 
observations as may enable the sagacious to 
conjecture what our direct answer would be 
were we compelled to be more explicit. 

One great and signal praise we think to be 
the eminent due of Mr. Edgeworth : in a cant- 
ing age, he does not cant ; — at a period when 
hypocrisy and fanaticism will almost certainly 
insure the success of any publication, he has 
constantly disdained to have recourse to any 
such arts ; — without ever having been accused 
of disloyalty or irreligion, he is not always 
harping upon Church and King, in order to 
catch at a little popularity, and sell his books ; — 
be is manly, independent, liberal — and main- 
tains enlightened opinions with discretion and 
honesty. There is also in this work of Mr. 
Edgeworth an agreeable diffusion of anecdote 
and example, such as a man acquires who 
reads with a view to talking or writing. With 
these merits, we cannot say that Mr. Edgeworth 
is either very new, very profound, or very apt 
to be right in his opinion. He is active, enter- 
prising, and unprejudiced; but we have not 
been very much instructed by what he has 
written, or always satisfied that he has got to 
the bottom of his subject. 

On one subject, however, we cordially agree 
with this gentleman ; and return him our thanks 
for the courage with which he has combated 
the excessive abuse of classical learning in 
England. It is a subject upon which we have 
long wished for an opportunity of saying 
something ; and one which we consider to be 
of the very highest importance. 

"The principal defect," says Mr. Edgeworth, 
"in the present system of our great schools is, 
that they devote too large a portion of time to 
Latin and Greek. It is true, that the attainment 
of classical literature is highly desirable ; but 
it should not, or rather it need not, be the ex- 
clusive object of boys during eight or nine 
years. 

** Much less time, judiciously managed, would 
give them an acquaintance with the classics 
sufficient for all useful purposes, and would 
make them as good scholars as gentlemen or 

* Kssmy* on Frofuiional Education. By R. I» EPOI- 
WOBTB. Esq., F. M. 8., Jte. London, 1808. 
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professional men need to be. It is not reqoi* 
site that every man should make Latin or 
Greek verses ; therefore, a knowledge of pro- 
sody beyond the structure of hexameter and 
pentameter verses, is as worthless an acquisi- 
tion as any which folly or fashion has intro- 
duced amongst the higher classes of mankind. 
It must indeed be acknowledged that there are 
some rare exceptions ; but even party prejudice 
would allow, that the persons alluded to must 
have risen to eminence though they had never 
written sapphics or iambics. Though precep- 
tors, parents, and the public in general, may be 
convinced of the absurdity of making boys 
spend so much of life in learning what can be 
of no use to them ; such are the difficulties of 
making any change in the ancient rules of 
great establishments, that masters themselves, 
however reasonable, dare not, and cannot make 
sudden alterations. 

"The only remedies that can be suggested 
might be, perhaps, to take those boys, who are 
not intended for professions in which deep 
scholarship is necessary, away from school 
before they reach the highest classes, where 
prosody and Greek and Latin verses are 
required. 

" In the college of Dublin, where an admira- 
ble course of instruction has been long esta- 
blished, where this course is superintended by 
men of acknowledged learning and abilities, 
and pursued by students of uncommon in- 
dustry, such is the force of example, and such 
the fear of appearing inferior in trifles to En- 
glish universities, that much pains have been 
lately taken to introduce the practice of writ- 
ing Greek and Latin verses, and much solici- 
tude has been shown about the prosody of the 
learned languages, without any attention being 
paid to the prosody of our own. 

"Boarding-houses for the scholars at Eton 
and Westminster, which are at present mere 
lodging houses, might be kept by private tutors, 
who might, during the hours when the boys 
were not in their public classes, assist them in 
acquiring general literature, or such know- 
ledge as might be advantageous for their re- 
spective professions. 

" New schools, that are not restricted to any 
established routine, should give a fair trial to 
experiments in education, which afford a ra- 
tional prospect of success If nothing can be - 
altered in the old schools, leave them as they 
are. Destroy nothing — injure none — but let 
the public try whether they cannot have some- 
thing better. If the experiment do not suc- 
ceed, the public will be convinced that they 
ought to acquiesce in the established methods 
of instruction, and parents will send their 
children to the ancient seminaries with in- 
creased confidence." — ^p. M — ^^.^ 

We are \ieU «.vwe \Vi«\ iv^^m^^^^n^'*^'* 
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can renoiain to be said upon a topic so oAen 
debated. The complaints we have to make 
are at least as old as the time of Locke and 
Dr. Samuel Clarke ; and the evil which is the 
subject of these complaints has certainly 
rather increased than diminished since the 
period of those two great men. An hundred 
years, to be sure, is a very little time for the 
duration of a national error; and it is so far 
from being reasonable to look for its decay at 
so short a date, that it can hardly be expected, 
within such limits, to have displayed the full 
bloom of its imbecility. 

There are several feelings to which attention 
must be paid, before the question of classical 
learning can be fairly and temperately dis- 
cussed. 

We are apt, in the first place, to remember 
the immense benefits which the study of the 
classics once conferred on mankind; and to 
feel for those models on which the tasle of 
Europe has been formed, something like senti- 
ments of gratitude and obligation. This is all 
well enough, so long as it continues to bQ a 
mere feeling; but, as soon as it interferes with 
action, it nourishes dangerous prejudices about 
education. Nothing will do in the pursuit of 
knowledge but the blackest ingratitude; the 
moment we have got up the ladder we must 
kick it down; — as soon as we have passed 
over the bridge, we most let it rot ; — when we 
have got upon the shoulders of the ancients, 
we must look over their heads. The man who 
forgets the friends of his childhood in real life, 
is base : but he who clings to the props of his 
childhood in literature, must be content to re- 
main as ignorant as he was when a child. His 
business is to forget, disown, and deny — to 
think himself above every thing which has 
been of use to him in time past — ^and to culti- 
vate that exclusively from which he expects 
future advantage : in short, to do every thing 
for the advancement of his knowledge which 
it would be infamous to do for the advancement 
of his fortune. If mankind still derive advan- 
tage from classical literature proportionate to 
the labour they bestow upon it, let their labour 
and their study proceed ; but the moment we 
cease to read Latin and Greek for the solid 
utility we derive from them, it would be a very 
romantic application of human talents to do so 
from any feeling of gratitude, and recollection 
of past service. 

To almost every Englishman up to the age 
of three or four and twenty, classical learning 
has been the great object of existence ; and no 
man is very apt to suspect, or very much 
pleased to hear, that what he has done for so 
long a time was not worth doing. His clas- 
sical literature, too, reminds every man of the 
scenes of his childhood, and brings to his fancy 
several of the most pleasing associations 
which we are capable of forming. A certain 
8>ort of vanity, also, very naturally grows 
among men occupied in a common pursuit. 
Classical quotaiio'ns are the watchwords of 
scholars, by which they distinguish each other 
from the ignorant and illiterate; and Greek 
und Latin are insensibly become almost the 
rf/jJj' test of a. ruJ/ivated mind. 
^omemen through indolence, others through 



ignorance, and most through necessity, submit 
to the established education of the times ; and 
seek for their children that species of distinc- 
tion which happens, at the period in which 
they live, to be stamped with the approbation 
of mankind. This mere question of conve* 
nience every parent must determine for him- 
self. A poor man, who has his fortune to 
gain, must be a quibbling theologian, or a 
classical pedant, as fashion dictates ; and he 
must vary his error with the error of the times. 
But it would be much more fortunate for man- 
kind, if the public opinion, which regulates 
the pursuits of individuals, were more wise 
and enlightened than it at present is. 

All these considerations make it extremely 
difficult to procure a candid hearing on this 
question ; and to refer this branch of educa- 
tion to the only proper criterion of every 
branch of education — its utility in future life. 

There are two questions which grow out of 
this subject: 1st, How far is any sort of clas- 
sical education useful 1 2d, How far is that 
particular classical education adopted in this 
country useful 1 

Latin and Greek are, in the first place, use- 
ful, as they inure children to intellectual diffi- 
culties, and make the life of a young student 
what it ought to be, a life of considerable 
labour. We do not, of course, mean to con- 
fine this praise exclusively to the study of 
Latin and Greek; or to suppose that other 
difficulties might not be found which it would 
be useful to overcome : but though Latin and 
Greek have this merit in common with many 
arts and sciences, still they have it ; and, if 
they do nothing else, they at least secure a 
solid and vigorous application at a period of 
life which materially influences all other pe- 
riods. 

To go through the grammar of one language 
thoroughly is of great use for the mastery of 
every other grammar ; because there obtains, 
through all languages, a certain analogy to 
each other in their grammatical construction. 
Latin and Greek have now mixed themselves 
etymologically with all the languages of mo- 
dem Europe — and with none more than our 
own ; so that it is necessary to read these two 
tongues for other objects than themselves. 

The two ancient languages are, as mere in- 
ventions — as pieces of mechanism — incompa- 
rably more beautiful than any of the modern 
languages of Europe : their mode of signifying 
time and case by terminations, instead of aux- 
iliary verbs and participles, would of itself 
stamp their superiority. Add to this, the co- 
piousness of the Greek language, with the 
fancy, majesty, and harmony of its com- 
pounds ; and there are quite sufficient reasons 
why the classics should be studied for the 
beauties of language. Compared to them, 
merely as vehicles of thought and passion, 
all modem languages are dull, ill-contrived, 
and barbarous. 

That a great part of the Scriptures has 
come down to us in the Greek lansruage, is of 
itself a reason, if all others were wanting, why 
education should be planned so as to produce 
a supply of Greek scholars. 

The culti:T«tion of style is very justly made 
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a part of education. Every thing which is 
written is meant either to please or to instruct 
The second object it is difficult to effect, with- 
out attending to the first; and the cultivation 
of style is the acquisition of those rules and 
literary habits which sagacity anticipates, or 
experience shows to be the most effectual 
means of pleasing. Those works are the best 
which have longest stood the test of time, and 
pleased the greatest numbers of exercised 
minds. "Whatever, therefore, our conjectures 
may be, we cannot be so sure that the best 
modem writers can afford us as good models 
as the ancients; — ^we cannot be certain that 
they will live through the revolutions of the 
world, and continue to please in every climate 
— under every species of government — through 
every stage of civilization. The modems 
have been well taught by their masters ; but 
the time is hardly yet come when the necessity 
for such instruction no longer exists. We 
may still borrow descriptive power from Ta- 
citus ; dignified perspicuity from Livy ; simpli- 
city from Caesar; and from Homer some por- 
tion of that light and heat which, dispersed 
ID to ten thousand channels, has filled the world 
wiUi bright images and illustnous thoughts. 
Let the cultivator of modem literature addict 
himself to the purest models of taste which 
France, Italy, and England could supply, he 
might still learn from Virgil to be majestic, 
and from Tibullus to be tender; he might not 
yet look upon the face of nature as Theocritus 
saw it ; nor might he reach those springs of 
pathos with which Euripides softened the 
hearts of his audience. In short, it appears to 
us, that there are so many excellent reasons 
why a certain number of scholars should be' 
kept ip in this and in every civilized country, 
that we should consider every system of edu- 
cation from which classical education was 
excluded, as radically erroneous and com- 
pletely absard. 

That vast advantages, then, may be derived 
from classical learning, there can be no doubt 
The advantages which are derived from clas- 
sical learning by the English manner of teach- 
ing, involve another and a very different ques- 
tion ; and we will venture to say, that there never 
was a more complete instance in any country 
of such extravagant and overacted attachment 
to any branch of knowledge as that which ob- 
tains in this country with regard to classical 
knowledge. A young Englishman goes to 
school at six or seven years old ; and he re- 
mains in a course of education till twenty-three 
or twenty-four years of age. In all that time, 
his sole and exclusive occupation is leaming 
Latin and Greek :* he has scarcely a notion 
that there is any other kind of excellence ; and 
the great system of facts with which he is the 
most perfectly acquainted, are the intrigues of 
the heathen gods: with whom Pan slept? — 
with whom Jupiter t — whom Apollo ravished 1 
These facts the English youth, get by heart the 
moment they quit the nursery; and are most 
sednloudly and industriously instracted in 
them till the best and most active part of life 

• VwAe— hm goes to the UniTeraity of Cambridge ; and 
ibea clasaics occapy^bim entirely tar about ten jrean; 
Md ilkvidt lifaB wMi ■•tlNWMifai ibr itar or tfv» aor*. 



is passed away. Now, this long career of 
classical leaming, we may, if we please, de- 
nominate a foundation; but it is a foundation 
so far above ground, that there is absolutely 
no room to put any thing upon it If you 
occupy a man with one thing till he is twenty- 
four years of age, you have exhausted all his 
leisure time : he is called into the world, and 
compelled to act ; or is surrounded with plea- 
sures, and thinks and reads no more. If you have 
neglected to put other things in him, they will 
never get in afterwards ^— if you have fed him 
only with words, he will remain a narrow and 
limited being to the end of his existence. 

The bias given to men's minds is so strong, 
that it is no uncommon thing to meet with 
Englishmen, whom, but for their gray hairs 
and ivrinkles, we might easily mistake for • 
schoolboys. Their talk is of Latin verses; 
and it is quite clear, if men's ages are to be 
dated from the state of their mental progress, 
that such men are eighteen years of age, and 
not a day older. Their minds have been so 
completely possessed by exaggerated notions 
of classical learning, that they have not been 
able, in the great school of the world, to form 
any other notion of real greatness. Attend, 
too, to the public feelings — look to all the terms 
of applause. A leamed man ! — a scholar ! — a 
man of emdition ! Upon whom are these epi • 
thels of approbation bestowed 1 Are they 
given to men acquainted with the science of 
govemmenti thoroughly masters of the geo- 
graphical and commercial relations of Europe ? 
to men who know the properties of bodies, and 
their action upon each other 1 No : this is not 
leaming: it is chemistry, or political economy 
— not leaming. The distinguishing abstract 
term, the epithet of Scholar, is reserved for 
him who writes on the (Eolic reduplication, 
and is familiar with the Sylburgian method of 
arranging defectives in » and /uu. The picture 
which a young Englishman, addicted to the 
pursuit of knowledge, draws — ^his beau idial of 
human nature — his top and consummation oi 
man's powers — ^is a knowledge of the Greek 
language. His object is not to reason, to 
imagine, or to invent; but to conjugate, de- 
cline, and derive. The situations of imagina- 
ry glory which he draws for himself, are the 
detection of an anapaest in the wrong place, or 
the restoration of a dative case which Cranzius 
had passed over, and the never-dying Emesti 
failed to observe. If a young classic of this 
kind were to meet the greatest chemist or the 
greatest mechanician, or the most profoand 
political economist of his time, in company 
with the greatest Greek scholar, would the 
slightest comparison between them ever come 
across his mindl — would he- ever dream that 
such men as Adam Smith and Lavoisier were 
equal in dignity of understanding to, m of the 
same utility as, Bentley and Heyne 1 We are 
inclined to think, that the feeling excited would 
be a good deal like that which was expressed 
by Dr. George about the praises of the great 
King of Pmssia, who entertained considerable 
doubts whether the king, with all his victories, 
knew how to conjugate a Greek verb m fw. 

Another misfonune o^ c\^s8\<i^\\^^xivv»s».i« 
taught in Bo^laiidfVs^ >2Kiax «i^\ax% >DA?f^«s»«M^ 
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in process of time, and from the effects of asso- 
ciation, to love the instrument better than the 
end; — not the luxury which the difficulty en- 
closes, but the difficulty ; — not the filbert, but 
the shell ;^not what may be read in Greek, 
but Greek itself. It is not so much the man 
who has mastered the wisdom of the ancients, 
that is valued, as he who displays his know- 
ledge of the vehicle in which that wisdom is 
conveyed. The glory is to show I am a scho- 
lar. The good sense and ingenuity I may gain 
by my acquaintance with ancient authors is 
matter of opinion ; but if I bestow an immen- 
sity of pains upon a point of accent or quan- 
tity, this is something positive ; I establish my 
pretensions to the name of scholar, and gain 
the credit of learning, while I sacrifice all its 
utility. 

Another evil iu the present system of classi- 
cal education is the extraordinary perfection 
which is aimed at in teaching those languages; 
a needless perfection; an accuracy which is 
sought for in nothing else. There are few 
boys who remain to the age of eighteen or 
nineteen at a public school, without making 
above ten thousand Latin verses ; — a greater 
number than is contained in the JEneid: and 
after he has made this quantity of verses in a 
dead language, unless the poet should happen 
to be a very weak man indeed, he never makes 
another as long as he lives. It may be urged, 
and it is urged, that this is of use in teaching 
the delicacies of the language. No doubt it 
is of use for this purpose, if we put out of 
view the immense time and trouble sacrificed 
in gaining these little delicacies. It would be 
uf use that we should go on till fifty years of 
age making Latin verses, if the price of a 
whole life were not too much to pay for it 
We effect our object ; but we do it at the price 
of something greater than our object. And 
whence comes it, that the expenditure of life 
and labour is totally put out of the calculation, 
when Latin and Greek are to be attained t In 
every other occupation, the question is fairly 
stated between the attainment, and the time 
employed in the pursuit ;— but, in classical 
learning, it seems to be sufficient if the least 
possible good is gained by the greatest possible 
exertion ; if the end is any thing, and the means 
every thing. It is of some importance to speak 
and write French ; and innumerable delicacies 
would be gained by writing ten thousand 
French verses : but it makes no part of our 
education to write French poetry. It is of 
some importance that there should be good 
botanists ; but no botanist can repeat, by heart, 
the names of all the plants in the known 
world ; nor is any astronomer acquainted with 
the appellation and magnitude of every star in 
the map of the heavens. The only department 
of humaa knowledge in which there can be no 
excess, no arithmetic, no balance of profit and 
loss, is classical learning. 

The prodigious honour in which Latin verses 
are held at public schools, is surely the most 
absurd of all absurd distinctions. You rest all 
reputation upon doing that which is a natural 
gift, and which no labour can attain. If a lad 
woa^t }earn the words of a language, his de* 
^ndation in th0 school is « rery natoril pun* 



ishment for his disobedience, or his indolence ; 
but it would be as reasonable to expect that all 
boys should be witty, or beautiful, as that they 
should be poets. In either case, it would be 
to make an accidental, unattainable, and not a 
very important gift of nature, the only, or the 
principal, test of merit. This is the reason 
why boys, who make a very considerable 
figure at school, so very often make no figure 
in the world; — and why other lads, who are 
passed over without notice, turn out to be va^ 
Suable, important men. The test established in 
the world is widely different from that esta- 
blished in a place which is presumed to be a 
preparation for the world ; and the head of a 
public school, who is a perfect miracle to his 
contemporaries, finds himself shrink into ab- 
solute insignificance, because he has nothing 
else to command respect or regard, but a talent 
for fugitive poetry in a dead language. 

The present state of classical education cul- 
tivates the imagination a great deal too much, 
and other habits of mind a great deal too little* 
and trains up many young men in a style of 
elegant imbecility, utterly unworthy of the 
talents with which nature has endowed them. 
It may be said, there are profound investiga- 
tions, and subjects quite powerful enough for 
any understanding, to be met with in classical 
literature. So there are; but no man likes to 
add the difficulties of a language to the diffi- 
culties of a subject; and to study metaphvsics, 
morals, and politics in Greek, when the Greek 
alone is study enough without them. In ail 
foreign languages, the most popular works are 
works of imagination. Even in the French 
language, which we know so well, for one 
serious work which has any currency in this 
country, we have twenty which are mere works 
of imagination. This is still more true in 
classical literature ; because what their poets 
and orators have left us, is of infinitely greater 
value than the remains of their philosophy ; 
for, as society advances, men think more ac- 
curately and deeply, and imagine more tamely; 
works of reasoning advance, and works of 
fancy decay. So that the matter of fact is, that 
a classical scholar of twenty-three or twenty- 
four years of age, is a man principally conver- 
sant with the works of imagination. His feel- 
ings are quick, his fancy lively, and his taste 
good. Talents for speculation and original 
inquiry he has none ; nor has he formed the 
invaluable habit of pushing things up to their 
first principles, or of collecting dry and un- 
amusing facts as the materials of reasoning. 
All the solid and masculine parts of his under- 
standing are left wholly without cultivation ; 
he hates the pain of thinking, and suspects 
every man whose boldness and originality call 
upon him to defend his opinions and prove his 
assertions. 

A very curious argument is sometimes em- 
ployed in justification of the learned minutias 
to which all young men are doomed, whatever 
be their propensities in future life. What are 
you to do with a young man up to the age of se- 
venteen 1 Just as if there was such a want of 
difficulties to overcome, and of important 
tastes to inspire, that from the mere necessity 
of Mng •omcthiog, and tlM impossibility of 
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doin^ any thing else, you were driven to the 
expedient of metre and poetry; — as if a young 
man within that period might not acquire the 
modem languages, modern history, experimen- 
tal philosophy, geography, chronology, and a 
eonsiderable share of mathematics ; — as if the 
memory of things was not more agreeable 
and more profitable than the memory of words. 

The great objection is, that we are not mak- 
ing the roost of human life, when we consti- 
tute such an extensive, and such minute clas- 
sical erudition, an indispensable article in 
education. Up to a certain point we would 
educate every young man in Latin and Greek ; 
but to a point far short of that to which this 
species of education is now carried. After- 
wards, we would grant to classical erudition as 
high honours as to every other department of 
knowledge, but not higher. We would place 
it upon a footing with many other objects of 
study; but allow it no superiority. Good 
scholars would be as certainly produced by 
these means as good chemists, astronomers, 
and mathematicians are now produced, with- 
out any'direct provision whatsoever for their 
production. Why are we to trust to the diver- 
sity of human tastes, and the varieties of human 
ambition In every thing else, and distrust it in 
classics alone 1 The passion for language is 
just as strong as any other literary passion. 
There are very good Persian and Arabic 
scholars in this country. Large heaps of trash 
hare been dug up from Sanscrit ruins. We 
hare seen, in our own times, a clergyman of 
the University of Oxford complimenting their 
majesties in Coptic and Syrophoenician verses ; 
and yet we doubt whether there will be a suffi- 
cient aridity in literary men to get at the beau- 
ties of the finest writers which the world has 
yet seen; and though the Bagvat Gheeta has 
(as can be proved) met with human beings to 
translate, and other human beings to read it, 
we think that, in order to secure an attention 
to Homer and Virgil, we must catch up every 
man — whether he is to be a clergyman or a 
dnke« — begin with him at six years of age, and 
never quit him till he is twenty ; making him 
conjugate and decline for life and death ; and 
so teaching him to estimate his progress in 
real wisdom as he can scan the verses of the 
Greek tragedians. 

The English clergy, in whose hands educa- 
tion entirely rests, bring up the first young 
men of the country as if they were all to keep 
grammar schools in little country towns ; and 
a nobleman, upon whose knowledge and libe- 
rahty the honour and welfare of his country 
may depend, is diligently worried, for half 
his life, with the small pedantry of longs and 
shorts. There is a timid and absurd appre- 
hension, on the part of ecclesiastical tutors, 
of letting out the minds of youth upon difficult 
and important subjects. They fancy that men- 
tal exertion must end in religious scepticism; 
and, to preserve the principles of their pupils, 
they confine them to the safe and elegant im- 
becility of classical learning. A genuine Ox- 
ford tutor would shudder to hear his young 
men disputing upon moral and political truth, 
forming and pulling down theories, and indu]g' 
ing in sU die boldness of youthful discassion. 



He would augur nothing from it but impiety to 
God and treason to kings. And yet, who vili- 
fies both more than the holy poltroon who care- 
fully averts from them the searching eye of 
reason, and who knows no better method of 
teaching the highest duties, than by extirpating 
the finest qualities and habits of the mindl 
If our religion is a fable, the sooner it is ex- 
ploded the better. If our government is bad, 
it should be amended. But we have no doubt 
of the truth of the one, or of the excellence of 
the other ; and are convinced that both will be 
placed on a firmer basis in proportion as the 
minds of men are more trained to the investi- 
gation of truth. At present, we act with the 
minds of our young men as the Dutch did with 
their exuberant spices. An infinite quantity of 
talent is annually destroyed in the universities 
of England by the miserable jealousy and lit- 
tleness of ecclesiastical instructors. It is in 
vain to say we have produced great men under 
this system. We have produced great men 
under all systems. Every Englishman must 
pass half his life in learning Latin and Greek ; 
and classical learning is supposed to have pro- 
duced the talents which it has not been able to 
extinguish. It is scarcely possible to prevent 
great men from rising up under any system of 
education, however bad. Teach men demono- 
logy or astrology, and you will still have a cer- 
tain portion of original genius, in spite of these 
or any other branches of ignorance and folly. 

There is a delusive sort of splendour in a 
vast body of men pursuing one object, and 
thoroughly obtaining it ; and yet, though it is 
very splendid, it is far from being useful. 
Classical literature is the great object at Ox- 
ford. Many minds so employed have produced 
many works and much fame in that depart- 
ment; but if all liberal arts and sciences use- 
ful to human life had been taught there, — if 
some have dedicated themselves to chemistry, 
some to mathematics, some to experimental 
philosophy, — and if every attainment had been 
honoured in the mixed ratio of its difiiculty 
and utility, — the system of such an University 
would have been much more valuable, but the 
splendour of its name something less. 

When an University has been doing useless 
things for a long time, it appears at first de- 
grading to them to be useful. A set of lectures 
upon political economy would be discouraged 
in Oxford,^ probably despised, probably not 
permitted. To discuss the inclosure of com- 
mons, and to dwell upon imports and exports, 
— to come so near to common life, would seem 
to be undignified and contemptible. In the 
same manner, the Parr, or the Bentley of his 
day, would be scandalized in an University to 
be put on a level with the discoverer of a neu 
tral salt: and yet, what other measure is there 
of dignity in intellectual labour, but usefulness 
and difficulty 1 And what ought the term Uni- 
versity to mean, but a place where every 
science is taught which is liberal, and at the 
same time useful to mankind 1 Nothing 
would so much tend to bring classical litera- 
ture within proper bounds, as a steady and 
invariable appeal to iVves^ \t^\s *\iv ^mx ^^^\^ 
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elation of all human knowledge. The puffed 
up pedant would collapse into his proper size, 
and the maker of verses, aad the rememberer 
of words, would soon assume that station which 
is the lot of those who go up unbidden to the 
upper places of the feast. 

We should be sorry if what we have said 
should appear too contemptuous towards clas- 
sical learning, which we most sincerely hope 
will always be held in great honour in this 
country, though we certainly do not wish 
to it that exclusive honour which it at pre- 
sent enjoys. A great classical scholar is an 
ornament, and an important acquisition to 
nis country ; but, in a place of education, we 
would give to all knowledge an equal chance 
for distinction ; and would trust to the varieties 
of human disposition that every science worth 
cultivation would be cultivated. Looking al- 
ways to real utility as our guide, we should 
see, with equal pleasure, a studious and inqui- 
sitive mind arranging the productions of na- 
ture, investigating the qualities of bodies, or 
mastering the difficulties of the learned lan- 
guages. We should not care whether he were 
chemist, naturalist, or scholar; because we 
know it to be as necessary that matter should 
be studied, and subdued to the use of man, as 
that taste should be gratified, and imagination 
inflamed. 

In those who were destined for the church, 
we would undoubtedly encourage classical 
learning more than in any other body of men ; 
but if we had to do with a young man going 
out into public life, we would exhort him to 
contemn, or at least not to affect, the reputa- 
tion of a great scholar, but to educate himself 
for the offices of civil life. He should learn 
what the constitution of his country really was, 
— ^how it had grown into its present state, — the 
perils that had threatened it, — the malignity 
that had attacked it, — ^the courage that had 
fought for it, and the wisdom that had made it 
great We would bring strongly before his 
mind the characters of those Englishmen who 
have been the steady friends of the public hap- 
piness ; and by their examples, would breathe 
mto him a pure public taste which should keep 



him untainted in all the vicissitudes of politi 
cal fortune. We would teach him to burs 
through the well paid, and the pernicious can 
of indiscriminate loyalty; and to know his 
sovereign only as he discharged those duties, 
and displayed those qualities, for which the 
blood and die treasure of his people are con- 
fided to his hands. We should deem it of the 
utmost importance that his attention was di 
rected to the true principles of legislation,-^ 
what effect laws can produce upon opinions, 
and opinions upon laws,— what subjects are fit 
for legislative interference, and when men 
may be left to the management of their own 
interests. The mischief occasioned by bad 
laws, and the perplexity which arises from 
numerous laws, — the causes of national wealth, 
— the relations of foreign trade, — the encou- 
ragement of manufactures and agriculture, — 
the fictitious wealth occasioned by paper cre- 
dit, — the laws of population, — ^the management 
of poverty and mendicity, — ^the use and abuse 
of monopoly, — the theory of taxation, — the 
consequences of the public debt These are 
some of the subjects, and some of the branches 
of civil education to which we would turn the 
minds of future judges, future senators, and 
future noblemen. After the first period of life 
had been given up to the cultivation of the 
classics, and the reasoning powers were now 
beginning to evolve themselves, these are some 
of the propensities in study which we would 
endeavour to inspire. Great knowledge, at 
such a period of life, we could not convey ; 
but we might fix a decided taste for its acqui- 
sition, and a strong disposition to respect it in 
others. The formation of some great scholars 
we should certainly prevent, and hinder many 
from learning what, in a few years, they would 
nebessarily forget ; but this loss would be well 
repaid, — ^if we could show the future rulers of 
the country that thought and labour which it 
requires to make a nation happy,— or if we 
could inspire them with that love of public 
virtue, which, after religion, we most solemnly 
believe to be the brightest ornament of the 
mind of man. 



WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



79 



FEMALE EDUCATION/ 



\ Edia-buroh Review, 1810. 



/ 



Mr. BaoAouuRST is a very good sort of a 
man, who has not written a very bad book upon 
' a very important subject. His object (a very 
laudable one) is to recommend a better system 
of female education than at present prevails in 
this country — to turn the attention of women 
from the trifling pursuits to which they are now 
condemned — and to cultivate faculties which, 
ander the actual system of management, mi^ht 
almost as well not exist. To the examination 
of his ideas upon these points, we shall very 
cheerfully give up a portion of our time and at- 
tention. 

A great deal has been said of the original 
difference of capacity between men and wo- 
men; as if women were more quick, and men 
more judicious — as if women were more re- 
markable for delicacy of association, and men 
for stronger powers of attention. All this, we 
confess, appears to us very fanciful. That there 
is a difference in the understandings of the men 
an<l the women we every day meet with, every 
body, we suppose, must perceive ; but there is 
none surely which may not be accounted for 
by the difference of circumstances in which 
the^r have been placed, without referring to any 
conjectural difference of original conformation 
^of mind. As long as boys and girls run about 
in the dirt, and trundle hoops together, they are 
both precisely alike. If you catch up one half 
of these creatures, and train them to a particu- 
lar set of actions and opinions, and the other 
half to a perfectly opposite set, of course their 
understandings will differ, as one or the other 
sort of occupations has called this or that ta- 
lent into action. There is surely no occasion 
to go into any deeper or more abstruse reason- 
ing, in order to explain so very simple a phe- 
nomenon. Taking it, then, for granted, that 
nature has been as bountiful of understanding 
to one sex as the other, it is incumbent on us 
to consider what are the principal objections 
commonly made against the communication of 
a greater share of knowledge to women than 
commonly (alls to their lot at present : for though 
it may be doubted whether women should learn 
all that men learn, the immense disparity which 
now exists between their knowledge we should 
hardly think could admit of any rational de- 
fence. It is not easy to imagine that there can 
bo any just cause why a woman of forty should 
be more ignorant than a boy of twelve years of 
age. If there be any good at all in female ig- 
norance, this (to use a very colloquial phrase) 
is surely too much of a good thing. 

Something in this question must depend, no 
doubt, upon the ^isure which either sex en- 
joys for the cultivation of their understand- 
ings:— and we cannot help thinking, that wo- 
men have fully as much, if not more, idle time 
npon their hands than meu. Women are ex- 
cluded from all the serious business of the 
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world; men arc lawyers, physicians, clergy- 
men, apothecaries, and justices of tho peace—* 
sources of exertion which consume a greal deal 
more time than producing and suckling child- 
ren; so that, if the thing is a thin^ that ought 
to be done — if the attainments of literature are 
objects really worthy the attention of females, 
they cannot plead the want of leisure as an ex- 
cuse lor indolence and neglect. The lawyer 
who passes his day in exasperating the bicker- 
ings of Roe and Doe, is certainly as much en- 
gaged as his lady who has the whole of the 
morning before her to correct the children and 
pay the bills. The apothecary, who rushes 
from an act of phlebotomy in the western parts 
of the town to insinuate a bolus in the east, is 
surely as completely absorbed as that fortunate 
female who is darning the garment, or prepar- 
ing the repast of her .^sculapius at homo; 
and, in every degree and situation of life. It 
seems that men must necessarily be exposed to 
more serious dcmaQdj-j^poH tiicir time and aU 
tention thanu»» possibly be tho case with re- 
spect to tbe other sex. We are speaking al- 
ways of ihe fair demands which ought to be 
made i^ipon the time and attention of women; 
for, a? the matter now stands, the time of wo- 
men is considered as worth nothing at all. 
Daughters are kept to occupations in sewing, 
patching, mantua-making, and mending, by 
which it is impossible they can earn tenpence 
a day. The intellectual improvement of wo- 
men is considered to be of such subordinate 
importance, that twenty pounds paid for needle- 
work would give to a whole family leisure to 
acquire a fund of real knowledge. They are 
kept with nimble fingers and vacant under- 
standings till the season for improvement is ut- 
terly passed way, and all chance of forming 
more important habits completely lost. V/e 
do not therefore say that women have more 
leisure than men, if it be necessary that they 
should lead the life of artisans ; but we make 
this assertion only upon the supposition, that it 
is of some importance women should be in- 
structed; and that many ordinary occupations^ 
for which a little money will find a belter substi- 
tute, should be eacrificed to this consideration. 
We bar, in this discussion, any objection 
which proceeds from the mere novelty of teach 
ing women more than they are already taught. 
It may be useless that their education should 
be improved, or it may be pernicious ; and 
these are tho fair grounds on which the ques- 
tion may be argued. But those who cannot 
bring their minds to consider such an unusual 
extension of knowledge, without connecting 
with it some sensation of the ludicrous, should 
remember that, in the progress from absolute 
ignorance, there is a period when cultivation of 
mind is new to every rank and description of 
persons. A century asfo, who would have be- 
lieved that country gentlemen could be brought 
to read and spell with the ease and accuracy 
which we now so frequently tetu»x^ — qx vct^i* 
posed ihallhcy cou\d\i<i cwtVi^^xx^^N^xvxo ^n'h 
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elements of ancient and modern history ? No- 
thing is more common, or more stupid, than to 
take the actual for the possible — to believe that 
all which is, is all wliich can be ; first to laugh 
at every proposed deviation from practice as 
impossible— then, when it is carried into effect, 
to be astonished that it did not take place 
before. 

It is said, that the effect of knowledge is to 
make women pedantic and affected ; and that 
nothing can be more offensive than to see a 
woman stepping out of the natural modesty of 
her sex to make an ostentatious display of her 
literary attainments. This may be true enough ; 
^hnt the answer is so trite and obvious, that we 
are almost ashamed to make it. All affeciation 
and display proceed from the supposition of 
possessinor something better than the rest of 
the world possesses. Nobody is vain of pos- 
sessing two legs and two arms ; — because that 
b the precise quantity of either sort of limb 
which every body possesses. Who ever heard 
a lady boast that she understood French ? — for 
no other reason, that we know of, but because 
every body in these days does understand 
French; and though there may be some dis- 
grace in being ignorant of that language, there 
is little or no merit in its acquisition. Diffuse 
kn owledge generally among -women, and you 
wiH-»uaQCfij3ure ihe,^nceit which knowledge 
occasions while it •8rnr&: — fenity and conceit 
we shall of course witness in meiT and women 
as long as the world endures : but b">r multiply- 
ing the attainments upon which these feelings 
are founded, you increase the difficulty of in- 
dulging them, and render them much more to- 
lerable, by making them the proofs of a much 
higher merit. When learning ceases to be un- 
common among women, learned women will 
cease to be affected. 

A great many of the lesser and more obscure 
duties of life necessarily devolve upon the fe- 
male sex. The arrangement of all household 
matters, and the care of children in their early 
infancy, must of course depend upon them. 
Now, there is a very general notion, that the 
moment you put the education of women upon 
a better footing than it is at present, at that mo- 
ment there will be an end of all domestic econo- 
my; and that, if you once suffer women to eat 
of the tree of knowledge, the rest of the family 
will very soonlje reduced to the same kind of 
aerial and unsatisfactory diet. These, and all 
iuch opinions, are referable to one great and 
common cause of error ; that man does every 
thing, and that nature does nothing ; and that 
overy thing we see is referable to positive insti- 
totion rather than to original feeling. Can any 
thing, for example, be more perfectly absurd 
than to suppose that the care and perpetual so- 
licitude which a mother feels for her children, 
depends upon her ignorance of Greek and ma- 
thematics ; and that she would desert an infant 
for a quadratic equation? We seem to ima- 
gine that we can break in pieces the solemn 
institution of naturci by the little laws of a 
boarding-school ; and that the existence of the 
human race depends upon teaching women a 
u little more or a litile less ; — that Cimmerian 
ignorance can aid paternal affection, or the cir- 
cle of arts and sciences produce its destruction. 
In the same manner, we forget the principles 
upon which the love of order, arranirement, 
and aJJ the arts of economy depend. They de- 
pe/j</ rot upon ignorance nor idleness; but 



upon the poverty, confusion, and ruin which 
would ensue for ne^lectin^ them. Add to 
these principles, the love ot what is beautiful 
and magnificent, and the vanity of display ; — 
and there can surely be no reasonable doubt 
but that the order and economy of private life 
is amply secured from the perilous inroads of 
knowledge. 

We would fain know, too, if knowledge is to 
produce such baneful effects upon the materia, 
and the household virtues, why this influence 
has not already been felt ? Women are much 
better educated now than they were a century ^ 
ago ; but they are by no means less remarka- / 
ble for attention to the arran^fements of their 
household, or less inclined to discharge the of- 
fices of parental affection. It would be very 
easy to show, that the same objection has been 
made at all times to every improvement in the 
education of both sexes, and all ranks — and 
been as uniformly and completely refuted by 
experience. A great part of the objections 
made to the education of women, are rather 
objections made to human nature than to the 
female sex : for it is surely true, that knowledge, 
where it produces any bad effects at all, does as 
much mischief to one sex as to the other, — 
and gives birth to fully as much arrogance, in- . 
attention to common affairs, and eccentricity | 
among men, as it does among women. But it f 
by no means follows, that you get rid of vanity * 
and self-conceit because you get rid of learn- 
ing. Self-complacency can never want an ex- 
cuse ; and the best way to make it more tolera- 
ble, and more useful, is to give to it as high and 
OS dignified an object as possible. But at all 
events it is unfair to brin^ forward against a 
part of the world an objection which is equally 
powerful against the whole. When foolish wo- 
men think they have any distinction, they are 
apt to be proud of it ; so are foolish men. But 
we appeal to any one who has lived with culti- 
vated persons of either sex, whether he has not 
witnessed as much pedantry, as mach wronff- 
headedncss. as much arrogance, and certainty 
a great deal more rudeness, prodaced by learn- 
ing in men, than in women; therefore, we 
should make the accusation ffeneral— or dis- 
miss it altogether ; though, with respect to pe- 
dantry, the Teamed are certainly a little unfortu- 
nate, that so very emphatic a word, ^M^ich is 
occasionally applicable to all men embarked 
eagerly in any pursuit, should be reserved ex- 
clusively for them : for, as ped&ntry is an osten- 
tatious obtrusion of knowledge, in which those 
who hear us cannot sympathize, it is a fault of 
which soldiers, sailors, sportsmen, gamesters, 
cultivators, and all men en^ged in a x>articu]ar 
occupation, are quite as guilty as scholars; but 
thay have the good fortune to have the vice 
only of pedantry, — while scholars have both the 
vice and the name for it' too. 

Some persons are apt to Contrast the aeqnisi- 
tion of important knowledge with what they 
call simple pleasures; and deem it more be- 
coming that a woman should educate flowers, 
make friendships with birds, and pick up plants, 
than enter into more difiicnlt and fatiguing n 
studies. If a woman has no taste and genius 
for higher occupation, let her engage in these 
to be sure rather than remain destitute of any 
pursuit. But why are we necessarily to doom 
a girl, whatever be her taste or her capacity, to 
one unvaried line of petty and frivolous occu- 
XKition ^ If she is full of strong sense and ele- 
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raied curiosity, can there be any reason why 
niie should be diluted and enfeebled down to a 
mere culler of simples, and fancier of birds? — 
why books of history and reasoning are to be 
torn out of her hand, and why she Is to be sent, 
Uke a butterfly, to hover over the idle flowers 
of the field? Such amusements are innocent 
to those whom th^y can occupy; but they are 
not innoceut to those who have too powerful 
understandings to be occupied by them. Light 
'broths and ^^lits are innocent food only to 
weak or to infiuit stomachs ; but tliey are poison 
to tiiat organ in its perfect and mature state. 
But the great charm appears to be in the word 
ffm/»/Kiry--simple pleasure I If by a simple 
pleasure is meant an innocent pleasure, the ob- 
servation is best answered by showing, that 
the pleasure which results from the acquisition 
of important knowledge is quite as innocent as 
any pleasure whatever: but if by a simple 
pleasure is meant one, the cause of which can 
be easily analyzed, or which does not last long, 
or which in itself is very faint, then simple plea- 
sures seem to be very nearly synonymous with 
small pleasures ; and if the simplicity were to 
be a little increased, the pleasure would vanish 
altogether. 

As it is impossible that every man should 
have industry or activity sufficiently to avail 
himself of the advantages of education, it is 
natural that men who are ignorant thomsclvcSf j 
should view, with some degree of jealousy and : 
alarm, any proposal for improving the education 
of women. Bat sachjmen may depend upon 
it, however the system of female education , 
may be exalted, that there will never bo want- ; 
ing a doe proportion of failures ; and that ader ! 
parents, guardians, and preceptors have done I 
all in their power to make every body wise, I 
there will still be a plentiful supply of women . 
who Lave taken si>ecial care to remain other- 
wise ; and they may rest assured, if the utter 
extinction of ignorance and folly is the evil 
they dread, that their interests will always be 
eifectually protected, in spite of every exertion 
to the contrary. 

We most in candour allow that those women 
who begin will have something more to over- 
come than may probably hereaAer be the case. 
We cannot deny the jealousy which exists 
among pompous and foolish menrespectin;^ the 
education of women. There is a class ot pe- 
dants who would be cut short in the estimation 
of the world a whole cubit if it were generally 
known that a young lady of eighteen could be 
Unght to decline the tenses of the middle voice, 
or acquaint herself with the ^olic varieties of 
that celebrated language. Then women have, 
of course, all ignorant men for enemies to their 
instruction, who beins bound (as they think,) 
in point of sex, to know. more, are not well 
pleased, in point of (act, to know less. But, 
among men of sense and liberal politeness, a 
won^an who has successfully cultivated her 
mind, without diminishinj^ the gentleness and i 
propriety of her manners, is always sure to meet i 
with a respect and attention bordering npnn en- '. 
thusiasm. 

Tliere is in either sex a strong and perma- 
nent disposition to appear agreeable to the 
other : and this is tlie fair answer to those who i 
are fond of supposing, that an higher degree of | 
knowledge would make women rather the rivals 
tlian the companions of men. Presupposing 
such a desire to please, it seems much more . 
1} 



probable, that a common pursuit should bo & %y 
fresh source of interest than a cause of conten- 
tion. Indeed, to suppoM? that any mode uf edu- 
cation can create a general jealousy and rivalry 
between the sexes, is so very ridlculouS; that a 
requires only to be stated in order to be refuted. 
The same desire of pleasing secures all that de- 
licacy and reserve which are of such inestima- 
bio value to women. We are quite astonished^ 
in hearing men converse on such subjects, to 
find them attributins such beautiful efleots to 
ignorance. It would appear, from the tenour 
of such objections, that ignorance had been tbo 
great civilizer of the world. Women are deli- 
cate and refined only because they are igno- 
rant ; — they manage their household, only be- 
cause they are ignorant j — they attend to their 
children, only because they know no better. 
Now, we must really confess, wo have all oar 
lives been so ignorant as not to know the valoa 
of ignorance. We have always attributed the 
modesty and the refined manners of women, to 
their being w^ell taught in moral and religions 
duty, — to the hazardous situation in which they 
are placed, — to that perpetual vigilance which it 
is their duty to exercise over thought, word, and 
action,— and to that cultivation of the mild vir^ 
tiics, which those who cultivate the stern and 
magnanimous virtues expect at their hands. 
After all, let it be remembered,we are not say- 
ing tliere are no objections to the diffusion of 
knowledge among the female sex. We would 
not hazard such a proposition respecting any 
thing ; but we are saying, that, upon the whole. 
it is the best method of employing time; ana 
that there are fewer objections to it than to any 
other method. There are, perhap s, 50,000 fe- 
males in Great Britain who are exempted by . 
circumstances from all necessary labour: but /^ 
every human beinff must do something with 
their existence ; and the pursuit of know}sdge 
is, upoit the whole, the most innocent, the most 
dignified, and the most useful method of filling 
up that idleness, of which there is always s« 
largo a portion in nations far advauned in civil 
ization. Let any man reflect, too^ upon the s6li 
tary situation in M'hich women are placed,— 
the ill treatment to which they arc sometimes 
exposed, and which they must endure in silence, 
and without the power of complaining^ — and 
he must feel convinced that the happiness of a 
woman will be materially increased in propor- 
tion as education has given to her the habit and 
the means of drawing her resources froiii her- 
self. 

There are a few common phrases in circula- 
tion, respecting the duties of women, to which 
we wish to pay some 'degr(*e of attention, be- 
cause they are rather inimical to those opinions 
which we have advanced on this subject. In- 
deed, independently of this, there is nothing 
which requires more vigilance than the current 
phrases of the day, of which there are always 
some resorted to in every dispute, and from the 
sovereign authority of which it is often vnin to 
make arfy appeal. *• The true theatre for a wo- 
man is the sick-ohamber;'' — "Nothing so ho- 
nourable to a woman us not to he spoken of at 
all.-' These two phrases, the dc-llght of yoodle 
donu are grown into common-places upon the 
subject ; and are not unfrequently employed li» 
extinguish that love of knowled«;e in women, 
which, in our humble opinion, it is of so much 
importance to cherish. Nothing, certainly, is so 
ornamental and deli^UvlxiV \u womexv -^^ vVv^X** 
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nevolent aflfections; but time cannot be Ailed 
Hp, and life employed, ti^th high and impas- 
sioned virtues. Some of these feelings are of 
rare occurrence— all of short duration— or na- 
ture would sink under them. A scone of dis- 
tress and anguish is an occasion where the 
finest qualities of the female mind may be dis- 
played ; but it is a monstrous exaggeration to 
•et) women that they are born only for scenes 
of distress and anguish. Nurse father, mother, 
•ister, and brother, if they want it; — it would 
be o violation of the plainest duties to neglect 
them. But, when we are talking of the com- 
mon occupations of life, do not let us mistake 
the accidents for the occupations ;— when we 
are arguing how the twenty-three hours of the 
day are to bo filled up, it is idle to tell us of 
those feeling and agitations above the level of 
eommon existence, which may employ the re- 
maining hour. Compassion, and every dthcr 
virtue, are the great objects wo all ought to 
have in view ; but no man (and no woman) can 
'fill up the twenty-four hours by acts of virtue. 
But one is a lawyer, and the other a plough- 
man, and the third a mercliant ; and then, acts 
of gooilness, and intervals of compassion and 
fine feeling, are scattered up and down the 
common occupations of life. We know women 
are to be compassionate; but they cannot be 
compassionate from eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing till twelve at night : — and what are they to 
do in the interval?*^ This is the only question 
we have been putting all along, and is all that 
can be meant by literary education. 

Then, again, as to the notoriety which is in- 
curred by literature. — ^The cultivation of know- 
ledge is a very distinct thing from its publica- 
tion ; nor does it follow that a woman is to be- 
come an author merely because she has talent 
enough for it. We do not wish a lady to write 
books, — to defend and reply, — to squabble about 
the tomb of Achilles, or the plain of Troy,— any 
more than we wish ner to dance at the opera, 
to play at a public concert, or to put pictures 
in the exhibition, because she has learned music, 
dancing and drawing. The great use of her 
knowledge will be that it contributes to her 
' private happiness. She may make it public : 
but it is not the principal object which the 
friends of female education have in view. 
Among men, the few who write bear no com- 
parison to the many who read. We hear most 
of the former, indeed, because they are, in ge- 
neral, the most ostentatious part of literary 
men ) but there are innumerable persons who, 
without ever laying themselves before the pub- 
lic. Lave made use of literature to add to the 
strength of their understandings, and to improve 
the happiness of their lives. AAer all, it may 
be un evil for ladies to be talked of: but we 
really think those ladies who are talked of only 
as Mrs. Marcet, Mrs. Somerville, and Miss Mar- 
tineau are talked of, may bear their misfortunes 
With a very great degree of Christian patience. 
Their exemption from all the necessary busi- 
ness of life is one of the most powerful motives 
for the improvcnient of education in women. 
Lawyers and phyf>'.^lans have in their profes- 
sions a constant motive to exertion ; if you ne- 
Slect ihcir education, they must in a certain 
egree educate themselves by their commerce 
with the world : they must learn caution, accu- 
racy, and jndgtneiit, Iiecauso they must incur 
responsibility. But if you neglect to educate 
the M/n*} of n vomnn, by the speculative diffi- 



culties which occur in literature, it can never be w 
educated at all : if you do not effectually rouse * 
it by education, it must remain for over languid. 
Uneducated men may escape intellectual degra- 
dation ; uneducated women cannot. They have 
nothing to do ; and if they come untaught from 
the schools of education, they will never bo in- 
structed in the school of events. 

Women have not their livelihood to gain by 
knowledge ; and that is one motive for relaxing I 
all those efforts which are made^n the cduca- I 
tion of men. They certainly have not; but 
they have happiness to gain, to Which know- i 
ledge leads as probably as it does to profit ; I 
and that is a reason against mistaken indul- ^ 
gence. Besides, we conceive the labour and 
fatigue of accomplishments to bo quite equal to 
the labour and fatigue of knowledge ; and that 
it takes quite as many years to be charming as 
it does to be learned. 

Another difference of the sexes is, that women 
are attended to, and men attend. All sets of 
courtesy and politeness originate from the one 
sex, and are received by the other. We can 
see no sort of reason, in this diversity of condi- 
tion, for giving to women a trifling and insig- 
nificant education ; but we see in it a very pow- 
erful reason for strengthening their judgment, V 
and inspiring them with the habit of employing 
time usefully. We admit many striking differ- 
ences in the situation of the two sexes, and 
many striking differences of understanding, pro- 
ceeding from the different circumstances in 
which they are placed : but there is not a single 
difference of this kind which does not afford a 
now argument for making the education of wo- 
men better than it is. They have nothing se- 
rious to do J — is that a reason why they should 
be brought up to do nothing but wlmt is tri- 
fling ? They are exposed to greater dangers ;— 
is that a reason why their mculties are to be 
purposely and industriously weakened f Tliey 
are to form the characters of future men ; — is 
that a cause why their own oharacteri are to 
be broken and frittered down as they now are ? 
In short, there is not a single trait in that diver- 
sity of circumstances, in which the two sexes 
are placed, that does not deoidedly prove the 
magnitude of tho error we commit in neglect- 
ing (as we do neglect) the education of 
women. 

If the objections against the better education 
of women could be overruled, one of the great y 
advantages that would ensue would be the ex- V 
tinction of innumerable follies. A decided and 
prevailing taste for one or anothei mode of 
education there roust be. A centary past, it 
was for housewifery — now it is for accomplish- 
ments. The object now is, to make women 
artists, — ^to give them an excellence in drawing, 
music, painting and dancing,— of whieli, per- 
sons who make these punuits the occupation 
of their lives, and derive from them their sub- 
sistence, need not be ashamed. Now. one great 
evil of this is, that it does not last, u the whole 
of life were an Olympic game,— if we could go 
on feasting and dancing to the end, — this mignt 
do ; but ills in truth merely a provision for the 
little interval between coming mto life, and set- 
tling in it; while it leaves a long and dreary 
expanse behind, devoid both of dignity and 
cheerfidness. No mother, no woman who has 
passed over the few first yean of life, sings, oi 
dances, or draws, or plays upon musical instru- 
ments. These are merely means for displaying 
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Che gxaoe and TiTaeity of youth, which every 
womaa giws up, as she gives up the dress and 
manners of eighteen: she has no wish to retain 
them, or, if she lias, she is driven out of tlicm 
by diameter and derision. The system oi' fe- 
male education, as it now stands, aims only at 
embellishing a lew years of life, which are in 
themselves so full of grace and happiness, that 
they hardly want it ; and then leaves the rest of 
axisteaoe 8 miserable prey to idle insignificance. 
Vo wcmum of understanding and reflection can 
p<Msibiy ooneeive she is doin^ justice to her 
children by such kind of education. The object 
is, to giw to ohildren resources that will en- 
dure as long aa li£» endures, — ^habits that time 
will ameUorate, not destroy,— occupations that 
will render sickness tolerable, solitude pleasant, 
age venerable, life more dis^nified and useful, 
and therefore death less terrible : and the com- 
pensation which is offisred for the omission of 
all this, is a short-lived blaze, — a little tempo- 
rary eoect, which has no other consequence 
tbaia to deprive the remainder of life of all 
taste and relish. There nmy be women who 
have a taste lor the fine arts, and who 
evince a decided talent for drawing, or for 
musie. In that case, there can be no objection 
to the eohivatioB of these arts ; but the error is. 
to maka such things the srand and universal 
objeet^— CO insif t upon it that every woman is 
to sing, and draw, and dance— with nature, or 
against natnre,— to bind her apprentice to some 
acoomplishment, and if she cannot succeed in 
oil or water-eokrars, to prefer gildinz, varnish- 
ing, bamisking, boz-making, to real soUd im- 
provement in taste, knowledge, and under- 



A gmt deal ia said in favour of the social 
nacoie of the fine arts. Musie givep pleasure 
fo ocheia. Drawing ie an art, the amusement 
of whieb does not centre in hiip who exercises 
it, but it is difiiised among the rest of the world. 
f.Ai» w troe ; bat there is nothing, after all, so 
y aoeial a» a coUivatod mind.- We do not mean 
•o tpeak slightingly of the fine arU, or to depre- 
eiaiatiiacoodhumoiirwithwhichtlieyaro some- 
fiime ouibited; but we appeal to any man, 
wbathar a littla spirited and sensible oonvcrsa- 
tiOD— displaying, modestly, useful acquirements 

anrf avmeing rational curiosity, is not well 
worth the U^iest exertions of musical or gra- 
phical skill. A woman of accomplishments 
nay eacettaia those who have the pleasure of 
knowing her fi>r half an hour with great brillian- 
cy; but aaund full of ideas, and with that elas- 
cie api&nff wbiob the love of knowledge only can 
eoBvayy is a perpetual source of exhilaration 
and ao maei nent to all that come within its reach ; 
•— Aoc eollecting its Ibrce into single and insu- 
lated aehirrements, like the efibrt made in the 
fine a iti b at difiusing, equally over the whole 
of eadstonee^ • calm pleasure--better loved as 
it ia longer lelt— and suitable to every variety 
and every period of life. Therefore, instead of 
bansing the nndentaiuling of a woman upon 
walb, or hearing it vibrate upon strings^ — in- 
stead of eeaing it in clouds, or hearing ^n the 
wind, we would make it the first sprins^ and or- 
nament of society, by enriching it with attain- 
ments upon which alone such power depends. 

If the education of women wero improved, 
the education of men would be improved also. 
Let any one consider (in order to bring the 
matter mora home by an individual instance) 
of what immense importance to society it is, 



whether a noblenmn of first-rate ibrtuna aadl 

distinction is well or ill brought up ; — ^what i| 
taste and fashion he may inspire for private and 
for political vice ! — and what misery and mis- 
chief he may produce to the thousand human 
beings who are dependent on him ! A country 
contains no such curse within its bosom. Youth, 
wealth, high rank, and vice, ibrm a oombimu 
tion wnich baffles all remonstrance and beata 
down all opposition. A man of high rank who 
eombines these qualifications for corruption, ia 
ahnost the master of the manners of the ago, 
and has the publio happiness within his grasp. 
But the most beautiful possession which a corns- 
try can have is a noble and rich man, who lovaa 
virtue and knowledge; — ^who without being 
feeble or fanatical is pious— and who withoiu 
being factious is firm and independent ;— who^ 
in his political life, is an equitable mediator bo- 
twcon king and people ; and in his civil liie, a 
firm promoter of all which can shed a lustra 
upon hrs country, or promote the peace and or* 
der of the world. But if these objects ara of 
the importance which we attribute to then^ 
the education of women must be important, aa 
the formation of character for the first seven or 
eight years of life seems to depend almost en* ^y 
tircly upon them. It is certainly in the power 
of a sensible and well-edocated mother to in- 
spire, within that period, such tastes and pro* 
pcnsities as shall nearly decide the destiny of 
the future man ; and this is done, not only by 
the intentional exertions of the mo^r, but by 
the ffradual and insensible imitation of the child; 
for thera is something extromely contagious in 
greatness and rectitude of thinking, even at 
that age ; and the character of the mother with 
whom he passes his early infancy, is always an ^^ 
event of the utmost importance to the child. - 
A merely accomphshed woman cannot infnaa 
her tastes into the minds of her sons ; and, if 
she could, nothing could be mora unfortunaia 
than her success. Besides, when her nccom^ 
plishmcnts are given up, she has nothing left 
for it but to amuse herself in the best way she 
can; andj becoming entirely frivolous, cither 
declines altogether the fatigue of attending to 
her children, or, attending to them, has tieither 
talents nor knowledge to succeed ; and, iliere- 
forc, here is a pUin and fair answer to those 
who ask so triumphantly, why should a woman 
dedicate herself to this branch of knowledge f 
or why should she be attached to such science? 
— Because, by havinsr gained information on 
these points, she may inspire her son with valn- 
'isble tastes, which may abide by him through 
life, and carry him up to all the sublimities of 
knowledge ; because she cannot lay the founda- 
tion of a great character, if she is absorbed in 
frivolous amusements, nor inspire her child with 
noble desires, when a long course of trifiiitf 
has destroyed the little talents which were left 
by a bad education. 

It is of ffreat importance to a country, tliat 
there should be as many understandings as pos- 
sible actively employed within it. Mankind " 
are much happier for the discovery of barome- 
ters, thermometers, steam-engines, and all I ha 
innumerable inventions in the arts and sciences. 
We are every day and every hour '<)aping the 
benefit of such talent and ingenuity. The same 
observation is true of such works as those of 
Drydcn, Pope, Milton and Shakspoare. Man- 
kind are much happier that such individuals 
have lived and wivUeiv, V\vc^ ^^ ^^wf ^'^Vi 
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the stock of public enjoyment—- and perpetoally 
gladden and embellish life. Now, the number 
oi' those who exercise their understandings to 
any good purpose, is exactly in proportion to 
those who exercise it at all ; but, as the matter 
stands at present, half the talent in the universe 
runs to waste, and is totally unprofitable. It 
would have been almost as well for the world. 
Iiitherto, that women, instead of possessing the 
•apacities they do at present, should have been 
bom wholly destitute of wit, ^nius, and every 
other attribute of mind, of which men make so 
eminent a use : and the ideas of use and pos- 
session are so united together, that, because it 
has been the custom in almost all countries to 
give to women a different and a worse educa- 
tion than to men, the notion has obtained that 
they do not possess faculties which they do 
not cultivate. Just as, in breaking up a com- 
mon, it is sometimes very difficult to make the 
poor believe it will carry corn, merely because 
Ihey have been hitherto accustomed to see it 
produce nothing but weeds and grass — they 
very naturally mistake present condition for 
general nature. So completely have the talents 

^ of women been kept down, that there is scarcely 
a single work, either of reason or imagination, 
written by a woman, which is in geiferal cir- 
euiation either in the English, Fr«»nch, or Ita- 
lian literature; — scarcely one that has crept 
even into the ranks of our minor poets. 

If the possession of excellent talents is not a 
conclusive reason why they should be im- 
proved, it at least amounts to a very strong 
presumption; and, if it can be shown that wo- 
men may be trained to reason and imagine as 
U'ell as men, the strongest reasons arc certainly 
. necessary to show us why we should not avail 

^ ourselves of such rich gifts of nature ; and we 
have a right to'call for a clear statement of tliose 
perils which make it necessary that such talents 
should be totally extinguished, or, at most, 
very partially drawn out. The burthen of 
proof d^s not lie with those who say, increase 
the quaruty of talent in any country as much 
aspossioic — for such a proposition is in con- 
formity with every man^s feelings : but it lies 
with those who say, take care to keep that un- 
flerstanding weak and trifling, which nature 
has made capable of becoming strong and 
powerful. The paradox is with them, not with 
us. In all human reasoning, knowledge must 
be taken for a good, till it can be shown to be 
an evil. But now, nature makes to us rich and 
magnificent presents; and we say to her — 
You are too luxuriant and munificent — we 
must keep you under, and prune you; — ^we 
have talents enough in the other half of the 
creation; — and, if you will not stupefy and en- 
feeble the mind of women to our hands, we 
ourselves must expose them to a narcotic pro- 
cess, and educate away that fatal redundance 
with which the world U afflicted, and the order 
of sublunary things deranged. 

One of the jrreatcst pleasures of life is con- 

^- versation ; — tmd the pleasures of conversation 

* are of course enhanced by every increase of 
knowledsro : not that we should meet together 
to talk of alkalies und angles, or to add to our 
»iock of history and philology— though n little 
of these tinners is no bad ino-rcdient in conver- 
Mitton ; but let the subject be what it may, there 
IS olways a prodigious difforcnco between the 
irouvrrsntion of those who have been well edu- 
'•i»//vi Miid of tho99 who have not enjoyed this 



advantage. Education gives fecundity of 
thought, copiousness of illustration, quickness, 
vigour, fancy, words, images and illubtrations; 
— It decorates every common thing, and gives 
the power of trifling without being undignified 
and absurb. The subjects themselves may not 
be wanted, upon which the talents of an edu- 
cated man have been exercised; but there is 
always a demand for those talents which his 
education has rendered- strong and quick. 
Now, really, nothing can be further from our 
intention than to say any thing rude and un- 
pleasant ; but we must be excused for observing, 
that it is not now a very conunon thinff to bo 
interested by the variety and extent of fenuilo 
knowledge, but it is a very common thing to 
lament, that the finest faculties in the world 
have been confined to trifles utterly unworthy 
of their richness and their strength. 

The pursuit of knowledge is the most inno 
cent and interesting occupation which can br 
given to the female sex; nor can there be a 
better method of checking a spirit of dissipation 
than by diffusing a taste for literature. The 
true way to attack vice, is by sotting up some- 
thing else against it. Give to women, in early 
youth, something to acquire, of sufikient in- 
terest and importance to command the appU- 
cation of their mature faculties, and to excite 
their perseverance in future life ;— teach them 
that happiness is to be derived from the acqui- ^ 
sition of knowledge, as well as the gratification 
of vanity ; and you will raise np a much more 
formidable barrier against dissipation than a 
host of invectives and exhortations can supply. 

It sometimes happens that an nnfortunate 
man gets drunk with very bad wine, — ^not to 

gratify his palate, but to forget his cares: ho 
oes not set any value on what he receives, 
but on account of what it oxolndes; — ^it keeps out 
something worse than itsel£ Now, though it 
were denied that the acquisition of serious 
knowledge is of itself important to a woman, ■ ^ 
still it prevents a taste for silly and pernicious ^ 
works of imagination ; it keeps away tba horrid 
trash of novels; and, in lien of that eagerness 
for emotion and adventure which books of that 
sort inspire, promotes a calm and steady tem- 
perament of mind. 

A man who deserves such a pieoe of good 
fortune, may generally find an ezoellent com- 
panion for all the vicissitudes of Us life ; but 
it is not so easy to find a companion for bis un- 
derstanding, who has similar pursuits with 
himself, or who can comprehend the pleasure 
he derives from them. We really can see no 
reason why it should not be otherwise; nor 
comprehend how the pleasures of domestic life 
can be promoted by diminishing the number 
of subjects in which persons who are to spend 
their lives together take a common interest. 

One of the most agreeable eonsequences of 
knowledge is the respect and importance which 
it communicates to old age. Men rise in cha- 
racter often ns they increase in years; — they 
are venerable from what they have acquired, 
and leasing from what they can impart. If 
they outlive' their faculties, the mere frame it- 
self is respected for what it once contained ; but 
women (-«uch is their unfortunate style of edu- 
cation) hazard every thing upon one cast of the »^ 
die ; — when youth is gone, all is gone. No hu ^ 
man creature gives his admiration for nothing 
cither tlie eye must be charmed, or the under 
standing gratified. A woman must talk wisely 
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or look well. Every human he'imr must put 
up with the coldest civility, who ha% neither 
the charms of youth nor the wisdom of a^e. 
Neither is there the slightest commiseration ior 
decayed accomplisliments ; — no man mourns 
over the fragments of a dancer, or drops a tear 
on the relics of musical skill. They are Aowers 
destined to perish; but the decay of great 
talents is always the subject of solemn pity; 
and, even when their last memorial is over, 
their mins and Testiges are regarded with pious 
alTection. ' 

There is no connexion between the igno- 
rance in which women are kept, and the pre- 
' tenration of moral and religious principle; and 
yet certainly there is, in the minds of some 
timid and respectable persons, a vague, indefi- 
nite dread of knowledffe, as if it were capable 
of producing these enects. It might also be 
supposed, from the dread which the propagation 
of knowledge has excited, that there was some 
great secret which was to be kept in impene- 
trable obscurity, — that all moral rules were a 
species of delusion and imposture, the detection 
of which, by the improvement of the under- 
standing, would be attended with the most fatal 
consequences to all, and particularly to women. 
If we could possioly understand what these 
great secrets were, we might perhaps be dis- 
posed to concur in their preservation ; but be- 
iieving that all the salutary rules which are 
impose<l on women are the result of true wis- 
dom, and productive of the greatest happiness, 
we cannot understand how tney ore to become 
less sensible of this truth in proportion as their 
power of discovering truth in general is in- 
creased, and the liobit of viewing questions 
with accuracy and comprehension established 
by education. There are men, indeed, who are 
always exclaiming against every species of 
power, because it is connected with danger: 
their dread of abuses is so much stronger than 
tlieir admiration of uses, that they would cheer- 
fnlly give up the use of fire, gunpowder, and 
printing, to be freed from robbers, incendiaries. 
and libels. It is true, that every increase or 
knowledse may possibly render depravity more 
depravec^as well as it ma^ increase the strength 
of virtue. It is in itself only power ; and its 
Talua depends on its applicalion. But, trust to 
thte natural love of ^ood where there is no temp- 
tation to be bad — it operates no where more 
forcibly tban in education. No man, whether 
he be tator. guardian, or fnend, ever contenu 
himself witn infusing the mere ability to ao- 
qoira; bat giving the power, he gives with it a 
iMte fbr tho wise and rational exercise of that 



power ; so that an educated person is not only 
one with stronger and better faculties than 
others, but with a more useful propensity— a 
disposition better cultivated— and ossociationt 
of a higher and more important class. — 

In short, and to recapitulate the main points 
upon which we have insisted : — Why the dis- 
proportion in knowledge between the two 
sexes should be so great, when the inequality 
in natural talents is so small ; or why the un- 
derstanding of women should be lavished upon 
trifles, when nature has made it capable of 
higher and better things, we profess ourselves 
not able to understand. The ofiectation chaised 
upon female knowledge is best cured by myifca^^g 
that knowledge more general : and the economy 
devolved upon women is best secured by the 
ruin, disgrace, and inconvenience which pito» 
ceeos from neglecting it. For the cafift^hild- 
ren, nature has made a direct and pow^Hnl 
provision ; and the gentleness and elegance ^v 
women is the natural consequence of^that de- 
sire to please, which is productive of the &;reatest 
part of civilization and refinement, and which 
rests upon a foundation too deep to be shaken 
by any such modifications in education as we 
have proposed. If you educate woinen to at- 
tend to dignified and important subjects, you 
are multiplying beyond measure thQ.jihances 
of human improvement, by preparing and ms* 
dicating those early impressions, which alwaye 
come from the mother ; and wuich, in a great 
majority of instances, are quite decisive of 
character and genius. Nor is it only in the : 
business of education that women would influ- ' 
ence the destiny of men. If women knew more, 
men must learn more— for ignorance woula 
then be shameful — and it would become the 
fashion to be instructed. The instruction uf 
women improves the stock of national talents, 
and employs more minds for the instruction 
and amusement of the world ; — ^it increases the 
pleasures of society, by multiplying the topics . 
upon which the two sexes take a common in 
terest ; and makes marriage an intercourse ot 
understanding as well as of afiection, by giving 
dignity and importance to the female character. 
The education of women favours public mo* 
raU ; it provides for every season of life, as well 
as for the brightest and the best : and leaves a 
woman when she is stricken by the hand of 
time, not as she now is, destitute of every thing, 
and neglected by all; but with the full power 
and the splendid attractions of knowledge^— 
diffusing the elegant pleasures of polite literar 
tnre, and receiving the just homage of learned 
and accomplishcamen. .^ 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS/ 

(Edinbusoh Review, 1810.) 



Thkes is a set of well-dressed, prosperous 
gentlemeDj who assemble daily at Mr. Hatch- 
ard's shop;— clean, civil personages^ well in 
with people in power^— delightea with every 
existing institution— cmd almost with every ex- 
isting circumstance : and, every now and then, 
one of these personages writes a little book ; — 
and the rest praise that little book-— expecting 
to be praiseo, in their turn, for their own little 
books >— and of these little booksf thus written 
by these clean, civil personages, so expecting to 
be praised, the pamphlet before us appears to 
be one. 

The subject of it is the advantage of public 
schools ; and the author, very creditably to liim- 
■elf^dicules the absurd clamour, first set on foot 
by jDr. Rennel, of the irreligious tendency of 
public schools : ne then proceeds to an investiga- 
tion of the effects which public schools may 
produce upon the moral character; and here 
the subject becomes more difficult, and the 
pampldet worse. 

In arguing any large or general question, it 
is of infinite importance to attend to the first 
feelings which the mention of the topic has a 
tendency to excite; and the name of a public 
school brings with it immediately the idea of 
brilliant classical attainments: but, upon the 
importance of these studies, we are not now 
ofierin^ any opinion. The only points for con- 
sideration are, whether boys are put in the way 
of becoming good and wbe men by these 
schools ; midwnether they actually gather there 
those attainments which it pleases mankindL 
for the time being, to consider as valuable, ana 
to decorate by t& name of learning. 

By a public school, we mean any endowed 
place of education, of old standing, to which 
the sons of eentlemen resort in considerable 
numbers, ana where they continue to reside, 
from eight or nine, to eighteen years of age. 
We do not give this as a definition which would 
have satisfied Porphyry or Duns-Scotus, but as 
one sufficiently accurate for our purpose. The 
characteristic features of these schools are, their 
antiquity, ihe numbers, and the ages of the 
Touiu; people who are educated at Uiem. We 
beg leave, however, to premise, that we have 
not the slightest intention of insinuating any 
thin^r to the disparagement of the present dis- 
oiphne or present rulers of these schools, as 
compared with other times and other men : we 
have no reason whatever to doubt that they are 
as ably governed at this as they have been at 
any preceding period. Whatever objections we 
mav have to these institutions, they are to 
faults, not depending on pmsent administration, 
but upon original construction.t 

At a public school (for such is the system es- 



■JtJSfi?*'^' ^^".l'** *y«i«m of Education in Public 
Schools. 8to. llatchard. London, 1800 

•h! iLSIlil*® "^J^* .w J?**"f *** *° ^ »*« >»wt core for 
ths hMolence ofyouthfld arbtocracy. This Insolence. 
Itowtvsr, is nof a litUe Increased by tlie bomate of mas- 
/er^ ma4 would boob m99t w\ih Its aataral check in the 



tablishcd by immemorial etutom) , every boy {s 
alternately tyrant and slave. The power which 
the elder part of these communities exercises 
over the younger is oxeedinsly great — very dif- 
ficult to be controlled—-and accompanied, not 
unfrequently, with cruelty and capriee. It is' 
the common law of the place, that the young 
should be implicitly obedient to the elder boys ; 
and this obedience resembles more the submis- 
sion of a slave to his master, or of a sailor to 
his captain J than the common and natural de- 
ference which would always be shown by one 
boy to another a few years older than himself. 
Now, this system we cannot help considering as 
an evil, — because it inflicts upon boys, for two or 
three years of their lives, many painful hardships, 
and much unpleasant servituoiB. These sufler- 
inffs might perhaps be of some use in military 
schools ; but, to give a boy the habit of enduring 
privations to which he will never again be called 
upon to submit — to inure him to pains which 
he will never again feel — and to subject him to 
the privation of comforts with which he will 
always in future abound — ^is surely not a very 
useful and valuable severity in education. It 
is not the life in miniature which he is to lead 
hereafter — nor does it bear any relation to it :^ 
he will never again be subjected to so much in- 
solence and caprice; nor ever, in all human 
lirobability, be called upon to make so many sa- 
crifices. Tlie servile obedience which it teaches 
might be useful to a menial domestic; or the 
habits of enterprise which it eneourages prove 
of importance to a military partisan; but we 
cannot see what bearing it has upon the calm, 
regular, civil life, which the sons of gentlemen, 
destined to opulent idleness, or to any of the 
three learned professions, are destined to lead. 
Such a system makes many boys very misera- 
ble ; and produces those bad efiects upon the 
temper and disposition, which unjust suflering 
always does produce ; — but what ffood it does 
we are much at a loss to conceive. Keasonable 
obedience is extremely nsefiil in forming the 
disposition. Submission to tyranny lays the 
foundation of hatred, suspicioiu cunning, and a 
variety of odious passions. We are convinced 
that those younff people will torn out to be the 
best men, who have been guarded most efiec- 
tually in their childhood, from every species of 
useless vexation; and experienced, in the 
greatest degree, the blessings of a wise and 
rational indulgence. But even if these effects 
upon future character are not produced, still 
four or five years in childhood make a very 
considerable period of human existence ; and it 
is by no means a triflinff consideration whether 
they are passed happily or unhappily. The 
wretchedness of school tyranny is trifling 
enough to a man who only contemplates it in 



world. There can be no occaston to bring five hun- 
dred boTB together to teach to a young noblemen that 
proper demeanour which he would learn so much better 
nrom the llrst English gentleman whom he might think 
proper to insult. 
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ease of body and tranquillitj of mind, through 
the medium of twenty intervening years ; but 
it is quite as real^ and quite as acute, while it 
lasts, as any of the sufferings of mature life : 
and the utility of these sufferinss, or the price 
paid in compensation for them, should be dear- 
ly made out to a oonscientious parent before he 
oonsents to ezpoee his children to them. 

This system also gives to the elder boys an 
absurd and pemicioAs opinion of their own 
importance, which is often with difficulty ef- 



fiu^ by a considerable commerce with the* of public schools, it would be thought quite a* 



world. The hmd of a public school is gene< 
rally a very conceited young man, utterly igno- 
rant of hi^ own dimensions, and losing all that 
habit of conciliation towards others, and that 
anxiety for self-imxnrOTement, which result from 
the natural modesty of youth. Nor is this con- 
ceit very easily and speedily gotten rid of; — ^we 
have seen (if we mistake not} public school 
importance lasting through the half of after 
life, strutting in lawn, swelling in ermine, and 
displaying itself, both ridiculously and offen- 
sively, in the haunts and business of bearded 
men. 

There is a manliness in the athletic exercises 
of public schools which is as seductive to the 
imagination as it is utterly unimportant in it- 
self. Of what importance is it in after life 
whether a boy can play well or ill at cricket ; 
or row a boat with the skill and precision of a 
waterman f If our J^oung lords and esquires 
were hereafter to wrestle together in public, or 
the gentlemen of the Bar to exhibit Olympic 
games in Hilary Term, the glory attached to 
these exercises at public schools would be ra- 
tional and important. But of what use is the 
body of an athlete, when we have good laws 
over our heads,— or when a pistol, a postchaise. 
or a porter, can be hired for a few shillings 7 
A sentlemaa does nothing but ride or walk*; 
and yet such a ridiculous stress is laid upon the 
manliness of the exercises customary at public 
schools— exercises in which the greatest block- 
heads commonly excel the most — ^which often 
render habits of idleness inveterate — and often 
lead to foolish exjpense and dissipation at a 
more advanced period of life. 

One of the supposed advantages of a public 
school is the greater knowledge of the world 
which a boy is considered to derive from those 
situations ; bnt ill by a knowledge of the world, 
b meant a knowledge of the forms and man- 
ners which are found to be the roost pleasing 
and osefid in the world, a boy from a public 
school is almost always extremely deficient in 
these particulars; and his sister, who has re- 
mained at home at the apron-strinffs of her 
mother, is very much his superior in the »cience 
of manners. It is probably true, that a boy at 
a public school has made more observation on 
htiman character, because h« has had more op- 
portunities of observing than have been en- 
Joyed by young persons educated either at 
home or at private schools : but this little ad- 
vance gaiuM at a public school is so soon over- 
taken at college or in the world, that, to have 
made it, is of the least possible consequence, 
and utterly underservin^ of any risk incnnrea 
in the acquisition. Is it any injury to a man 
of thirty or thirty-five years of age — to a learned 
Serjeant or venerable dean — that at eighteen 
they did not know so much of the world as 
some other boys of the same standing? They 
l«ve probably escaped the arrogant chaiaeter 



so often attendant upon tliis trifling superiority ; 
nor is there much chance that they luive ever 
fallen into the common and youthful error of 
mistaking a premature initiation into vice for 
a knowlMge of the ways of mankind ; and, in 
addition to these salutary exemptions, a winter 
in London brinss it all to a level ; and offers to 
every novice the advantases which are sup- 
posed to be derived from this precocity of con- 
fidence and polish. 
Accordinff to the general prejudice in favour 



absurd and superfluous to enumerate the illus- 
trious characters who have been bred at our 
three great seminaries of this description, as it 
would be to descant upon the illustrious cha- 
racters who have pcMsed in and out of Londoa 
over our three great bridges. Almost every con- 
spicuous person is supposed to have been edu- 
cated at public schools; and there are scarcely 
any means (as it is imagined) of making an 
actual comparison; and yet, great as the rage 
is, and Ions has been, for public schools, itis 
very remarkable, that the most eminent men in 
every art and science have not been educated 
in public schools ; and this is true, even if we 
include, in the term of public schools, not only 
Eton, Winchester, and Westminster, but the 
Charter-House, St. Paul's School. Merchant 
Tailors', Rugby, and every school in £ngland| 
at all conducted upon the plan of the three first. 
The great schools of Scotland we do not call 
public schools ; because, in these, the mixture 
of domestic life gives to them a widely different 
character. Spenser, Pope. Shakspeare, Butler, 
Rochester, Spratt, Pamell, Garth, Congreve, 
Gay, Swift, Thomson, Shenstone, Akenside. 
Goldsmith, Samuel Johnsoii, Beaumont and 
Fletcher, Ben Jonson, Sir Philip Sydney, SavagOi 
Arbuthnot, and Burns, amon^ the poets, were 
not educated in the system of English schools. 
Sir Isaac Newton, Maclaurin, Walhs, Hamstead, 
Saunderson, Simpson, and Napier, among men 
of science, were not educated in public scnoob. 
The three best historians that the English 
hmffuage has produced. Clarendon, Hume, and 
Robertson, were not educated at public schools. 
Public schools liave done little in England for 
the fine arts — as in th* examples of Inigo Jones, 
Vanbrugh, Reyj>o!ds, Gainsborough, Garrick, 
&c. The grMf medical writers and discoverers 
in Great Britain, Harvey, Cheselden, Hunter, 
Jenner, Meade, Brown, and Cullen, were not 
educated at public schools. Of the great writers 
on momls and metaphysics, it was not the sys- 
tetn of public schools which produced Baeon| 
ffhaftesbury, Hobbes, Berkeley, Butler, HumOi 
Hartley, or Dugald Stewart. The greatest dis- 
coverers in chemistry have not been brouffht 
up at public schools ; — ^we mean Dr. Priest&y, 
Dr. Black, and Mr. Davy. The only English- 
men who have evinced a remarkable gemus, in 
modern times, for the art of war, — the Duke of 
Marlborough, Lord Peterborough, General 
Wolfe, and Lord Clive, were all trained in pri- 
vate schools. So were Lord Coke, Sir Matthew 
Hale, and Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, and 
Chief Justice Holt, among the lawyers. So 
also, among statesmen, were Lord Burleigh, 
Walsingham, the Earl of Strafford, Thurlue, 
Cromwell, Hampden, Lord Clarendon, Sir Wal 
ter Raleigh, Sydney, Russcl, Sir W. Temple, 
Lord Somers, Burke, Sheridan, Pitt. In addi- 
tion to this list, we must not forget the namstf 
of such eminent soholats auil xnftti tt>A»Mt^>*«^ 
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Cnd worth, Chillingworth, TiUotaon, Archbishop 
King, Selden, Couyers, MidJleton, Beutley, Sir 
Tltonias More, Cardinal Wolsey, Bishops Sher- 
lock and Wilkins, Jeremy Taylor, Isaac Hooker, 
Bishops Usher, StiUingflect, and Spelman, Dr. 
Samuel Clarke, Bishop Hoadlcy, and Dr. Lard- 
jier. Nor must it be Ibrgoiien, in this examina- 
tioQ, that none of the conspicuous writers upon 
political economy which this country has as 
yet produced, have been brought up in public 
Bcbools. ir it be urged that public schools have 
only assumed their present character within 
this last century, or half century, and that what 
are now called public schools partook, before 
this period, of the nature of private schools, 
there must then be added to our lists the names 
of Milton, Dryden, Addison, &c., &c.: and it 
will follow, that the English have done almost 
all that they have done m the arts and sciences, 
-without the aid of that system of education to 
which they are now so much attached. Ample 
as this catalogue of celebrated names already 
is, it would be easy to double it; yet, as it 
stands, it is 'obviously sufficient to show that 
creat eminence may bo attained in any line of 
Sune without the aid of public schools. Some 
more striking inferences might perhaps be 
drawn from it ; but wo content ourselves with 
the simple fact. 

The most important peculiarity in the consti- 
talion of a public school is its numbers, which 
arc so great, that a close inspection of the mas- 
ter into the studies and conduct of each indi- 
vidaal is quite impossible. We must be al- 
lowed to doubt, whether such an arrangement 
is favourable either to literature or morals. 

Upon this system, a boy is^lefl almost entirel}' 
to himself, to impress upon' his own mind, as 
well as ho can, the distant advantages of know- 
ledge, and to withstand, from his own innate 
resolution, the examples and the seductions of 
idleness. A firm character survives this brave 
neglect} and very exalted talents may some- 
times remedy it by subsequent diligence : but 
schools are not made for a few youths of pre- 
eminent talents, and strong characters; such 
prhees can, of course, be drawn but by a very 
few parents. The best school is that which is 
best accommodated to the greatest variety of 
characters, and which embraces the greatest 
number of cases. It cannot b« the main ob- 
ject of education to render the splendid more 
splendid, and to lavish care upon thoso who 
would almost thrive without any care at &U. 
A public school does this effectually; but it 
commonly leaves the idle almost as idle, and the 
dull almost as dull as it found them. It d\s. 
dains the tedious cultivation of those middling 
talents of which only the great mass of human 
beings are possessed. When a strong desire of 
improvement exists, it is encouraged, but no 
pains are taken to inspire it. A boy is cast in 
among five or six hundred other boys, and is 
lefl to form his own character ; — ^if his love of 
knowledge survives this severe trial, it, in gene- 
ral, carries him very far: and, upon the same 
principle, a savage, who ffrows up to manhood, 
*8, in general, well made, and free from all 
bodily dofect.s: not because the severities of 
such a state are favourable to animal life, but 
because they are so much the reverse, that 
none but the strongest can" survive them. A 
few boys are incorrigibly idle, and a few incor- 
rigibly eager for knowledge ; but the great mass 
•!• &B ift stotc of deubt and fluotttatlon ; and they 



come to school for the express purpose, not of 
being left to theiuselve*— for that could be dono 
any where — ^but that their wavering tastes and 
propensities should l>e decided by the interven- 
tion of a master. In a forest, or public school 
for oaks and elms, the trees are leA to them- 
selves; the strong plants live, and the weak 
ones die : the towering oak that remains is ad- 
mired; the saplings that perish around it are 
cast into the ihimcs and forgotten. But it is 
not surely to the vegetable struggle of a forest, 
or the hasty glance of a forester, that a bota- 
nist would commit a favourite plant; he would 
naturally seek for it a situation of less hazard, 
and a cultivator whose Umited occupatious 
would enable him to give to it a reasonable 
share of his time and attention. The very moan- 
ing of education seems to us to be, that the old 
should teach the youns, and the wise direct the 
weak; that a man who professes to instruct, 
should get among his pupils, study their cha- 
racters, gain their affections, and form their in- 
clinations and aversions. In a pubUc school, 
the numbers render this impossible ; it is im- 
possible that sufficient time sliould be found for 
this useful and affectionate interference. Boys, 
therefore, are lefl to their own crude concep- 
tions and ill-formed propensities ; and this ne- 
glect is called a spirited and manly education. 

In by far the ^eatest number of cases, we 
cannot think public schools favourable to the 
cultivation of knowledge ;• and we have equally 
strong doubts if they b« so to the cultivation of 
morab, — though we admit, that, upon this point, 
the most striking arguments liave been pro- 
duced in their favour. 

It is contended by the friends to public sohoolS) 
that every person, before he comes to man's 
estate, must run through a certain career o£ dis* 
sipation ; and that if tlmt career is, by the means 
of a private education, deferred to a more ad- 
vanced period of life, it will only be begun 
with greater eagerness, and pursued into more 
blameable excess. The time must, of course, 
come when every man must be his own master ; 
when his conduct can be no longer regulated 
by the watchful superintendence of another, 
but must be guided by his own discretion. 
Emancipation must come at last ; and we ad- 
mit, that the object to be aimed at is, that such 
emancipation should be gradual, and not pre- 
mature. Upon this very invidious point of the 
discussion, we rather wish to avoid oSenng any 
opinion. The manners of great schools vary 
considerably from time to time ; and what may 
have been true many years ago, is very possi- 
bly not true at the present period. In this in- 
^tance, every parent must be governed by his 
iTu '^^8®'^*^o'i* a««I means of information. 
If the lic«nse which prevails at public schools 
IS only a fair increase of Uberty, proportionate 
to advancing ago, and caltulated to prevent 
the bad effects of a sudden transition firom tute- 
lary thraldom to perfect self-government, it is 
certainly a good rather than an evil. If, on the 
contrary, there exists in these places of educa- 
tion a system of premature debauchery, mid if 
they only prevent men from being corrupted 
by the world, by corrupting tlicm before ilicir 
entry into the worhl, they can then only be 
looked upon as evils of the greatest magni- 
tude, however they may be sanctioned by opi- 
nion, or rendered familiar to us by habit. 

The vital and essential parr of a school is tli«^ 
master; bHt, at n pablie sohpel, no bey, o*, nt 
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the best, only a very (ew^ can see enough of 
him to derive any considerable benefit from 
his character, manners, and information. It is 
certainly of eminent nse. particularly to a young 
man of rank, that be should have Uved among 
boys ; but it is only so when they are all mo- 
derately watched by some superior understand- 
ing. The morality of boys is generally very im- 
perfect; their notions of honour extremely mis- 
taken ; and their objects of ambition frequently 
very Ibsoid. The probability then is, that the 
kind of <ti8cip]ine they exercise over each other 
win prodnee (when left to Itself) a great deal of 
nuscnief ; and yet this is the discipune to which 
everj child at a public school is not only ne- 
cessarily exposed, but principally confined. 
Out obrjeetion (we again repeat) is not to the 
interlerence of boys in the formation of the 
character of boys ; their character, we are per- 
suaded, will be very imperfectly formed without 
their assistance; but our objection is to that 
almost exclusive agency which they exercise 
in rrablic schools. 

After having said so much in opposition to 
the general prejudice in favour of public schools, 
we maj be expected to state what species of 
school we think preferable to them ; for if pub- 
lic schools, with all their disadvantages, are 
the best that can actually be found, or easily 
attained, the objections to them are certainly 
made to very little purpose. 

We have no hesitation, however, in saying, 
that that education seems to us to be the best 
which mingles a domestic with a school life ; 
uid which gives to a youth the advanta^ 
which is to be derived from the learning of a 
master, and the emulation which results from 
the society of other bo^s, together with the 
afi^tionate vigilance which he must experience 
in the house of his parents. But where this 
speeies of edneation, from peculiarity of circum- 



stances or situation, is not attainnblcy v/c are 
disposed to think a society of twenty or thirty 
boys, under the guidance of a learned man, 
and, above all, of a man of good sense, to be a 
seminary the best adapted for the education of 
youth. The numbers are sufficient to excite a 
considerable des^ee of emulation, to give to a 
boy some insight into the diveraitiea of the 
human character, and to subject him to the ob- 
servation and control of his superiors. It by no 
means follows, that a judicious man should al- 
ways interfere with his authority and advice be- 
cause he has always the means ; he may con- 
nive at many things which he cannot approve, 
and suffer some Uttle failures' to proceed to a 
certain extent, which, if indulged in wider 
limits, would be attended with irretrievable 
mischief: he will be aware, that his object is to 
fit his pupil for the world ; that constant con- 
trol is a very bad preparation for complete 
emancipation from all control; that it is not 
bad policy to expose a young man, under the 
eye of superior wisdom, to some of those dan- 
gers which will assail him hereader in grentei 
number, and in greater strength — when he has 
only his own resources to depend upon. A 
private education, conducted upon these prin- 
ciples, is not calculated to giatify quickly the 
vanity qf a parent who is blest with a child of 
strong character and pre-eminent abilities: to 
be the first scholar of an obscure master, at an 
obscure place^ is no very splendid distinction ; 
nor does it afford that opportimity, of which so 
many parents are desirous. 'of ibrming great 
connexions for their children: but if the ob- 
ject be, to induce the young to love knowledge 
and virtue, we are inclined to suspect, that, for 
the average of human talents and characters, 
these are the situations in which such tastes 
will be the most effectually formed. 
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TOLERATION/ 

[EDonumoB Rxrzzw, 1811.] 



Ir a pradent man sees a child playiog with a 
porcelain cup of great value, he takes the ves* 
§el out of his hand, pats him on the head, tells 
him his mamma will be sony if it is broken, 
and gently cheats him into the use of some less 
precious substitute. Why will Lord Sidmouth | 
meddle with the Toleration Act, when there are 
so many other subjects in which his abilities 
might be so eminently useful — ^when enclosure 
bills are drawn up with such scandalous negli- 
gence—turnpike roads so shamefully neglected 
—and public conveyances illegitimately loaded 
in the face of day, and in defiance of Ibc wisest 
legislative provisions t We confess our trepi- 
dation at seeing the Toleration Act in the hands 
of Lord Sidmouth ; and should be very glad if 
it were fairly back in the statute book, and the 
sedulity of this well-meaning nobleman diverted 
into another channel. 

The alarm and suspicion of the Dissenters 
upon these measures are wise and rational. 
They are right to consider the Toleration Act 
as their palladium ; and they may be certain 
that in this country there is always a strong 
party ready, not only to prevent the further ex- 
tension of tolerant principles, but to abridge (i£ 
they dared) their present operation withm the 
narrowest limits. Whoever makes this at- 
tempt, will be sure to make it under professions 
of the most earnest regard for mildness and 
toleration, and with the strongest declarations 
of respect for King William, the Revolution, 
and the principles which seated the House of 
Branswick on the throne of these realms; — 
and then will follow the clauses for whipping 
Dissenters, imprisoning preachers,- and sub- 
jecting them to rigid qualifications, dec. 6cc 
&C. The infringement on the militia acts is a 
mere pretence. The real object is to diminish 
the number of Dissenters from the Church of 
England, by abridging the liberties and privi- 
leges they now possess. This is the project 
which we shall examine, for we sincerely be- 
lieve it to be the project in agitation. The 
mode in which it is proposed to attack the Dis- 
senters is, first, by exacting greater qualifica- 
tions in their teachers : next, by preventing the 
interchange or itinerancy of preachers, and 
fixing them to one spot. 

It can never, we presume, be intended to 
subject dissenting ministers to any kind of the- 
dogical examination. A teacher examined in 
doctrinal opinions, by another teacher who dif- 
fers from him, is so very absurd a project, that 
we entirely acquit Lord Sidmouth of any in* 
tention of this sort. We rather presume his 
lordship to mean, that a man who professes to 
teach his fellow creatures, should at least have 
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made some progress in human learning}^ 
that he should not be wholly without ednca^ 
tion ;— (hat he shoald be able at least to read 
and write. If the test is of this very ordinary 
nature, it can scarcely exclude many teaehers 
of religion ; and it was hardly worth while, for 
the very insignificant diminution of numbers 
which this must occasion to the dissenting 
clergy, to have raised all the alarm which this 
attack apon the Toleration Act has occasioned. 

But, without any reference to the magnitude 
of the efiects, is the principle right t or. What 
is the meaning of religious toleration t That 
a man should hold, without pain or penalty, 
any religious opinions,— and choose for his 
instruction, in the business of salvation, any 
guide whom he pleases ^— care being taken 
that the teacher and the doctrine injure neither 
the policy nor the morals of the country. We 
maintain that perfect religious toleration ap- 
plies as much to the teacher as the thing 
taught; and that it is quite as intolerant to 
make a man hear Thomas, who wants to hear 
John, as it would be to make a man profess 
Arminian, who wished to profess Calvinistical 
principles. Uliat right has any government to 
dictate to any man who shall guide him to 
heaven, any more than it has to persecute the 
religious tenets by which he hopes to arrive 
there 1 You believe that the heretic professes 
doctrines utterly incompatible with the true 
spirit of the gospel ; — ^first you burnt him for 
this,-r-then you whipt him, then you fined 
him^— then you put him in prison. All this 
did no good; — and, for these hundred years 
last past, you have let him alone. The heresy 
is now firmly protected by law ; — and you know 
it must be preached : What matters it then, 
who preaches it 1 If the evil must be commu- 
nicated, the organ and instrument through 
which it is communicated cannot be of much 
consequence. It is true, this kind of persecu- 
tion against persons, has not been quite so 
much tried as the other against doctrines ; but 
the folly and inexpediency of it rest precisely 
upon the same grounds. 

. Would it not be a singular thing if the friends 
of the Church of England were to make the 
most strenuous efforts to render their enemies 
eloquent and learned 1 — and to found places of 
education for Dissenters t But, if their learo- 
ing would not be a good, why is their ignorance 
an evilt — unless it be necessarily supposed* 
that all increase of learning must bring men 
over to the Church of England; in which sup- 
position, the Scottish and Catholic universities, 
and the college at Hackney, would hardly ac- 
quiesce. Ignorance surely matures and Quick- 
ens the progress, by insuring the dissolution 
of absurdity. Rational and learned Dissenters 
remain :— feligioos mobs, under some ignorant 
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fHMAie of tiM iMf, become foolish otemfith^ — 
^issalve, and fctara to the Church. The Uat- 
tmriaD, who readi and writes gets some sort of 
discipline, and returns no more. 

What connection is there (as Lord Sijj- 
moath's plan assumes) between the seal and 
piety required for religious instruction and tht 
common attainments of Uterataral Bnt, if 
knowledge and edncation are reqmired for i«- 
ngiow tBStfvelionf ^^^hy be ceotent wnli ihe 
eommoB elements of learning 1 why not require 
higher attainments in dissenting candidates for 
orders; and examine them in the langnagei 
M wWdi fhe books of their religion are con^ 
▼eyedi 

A dissenting minister of Tulgar aspect and 
hmneiy iq^arance, declares that he entered 
into that holy ofiee beeanse he felt a call ; — 
and a elergyman of the Establishment smliett 
at him tor the declaration. But it should be 
remembered, that no minister of the Ettabli&h- 
meat is admitted into orders, before he has been 
axpiessly interrogated by the bishop whether 
he fl^s himself called to that sacred office* 
The doctrine of calling, or inward feeling, is 
qoile orthodox in the English Church ;«^nnd, 
ui arguing this subject in Parliament, it will 
hardly be contended, that the Episcopalian only 
is the judge when that call is genuine, and 
when It is only imaginary. 

The attempt at making the dissenting clergy 
•latioBary, and persecuting their circulation, 
appears to ns quite as unjust and inexpedient 
as the other measure of qualifications. It &]>- 
pcsra a gross inconsistency to say— ^I admit 
that what yon are doing is legale— but you mtui 
not do it thoroughly and effectually. I allow 
yett to propagate your heresy «— but I object to 
an means of propagating it which appear to 
be Qsefhl and efiReetiTe.'* If there are any other 
groand^ n|fcn which the circulation of the dia-' 
seating dergr is objected to, let these grounds 
be stated and examined; but to object to their 
eireidation merely because it is the best method 
of eflheting the object which you allow them to 
eibet, dbes appear to be rather unnatural and 
Inconsistent. 

It is persumed, in this argument, that the 
only reason ufged for the pretention of itiner- 
ant preachers is the increase of heresy ; for, 
if heretnr is not increased by it, it must be im- 
material to the feelings of Lord Sidmouth. and 
of the imperial Parliament, whether Mr. Bhuf* 
iebottom preaches at Bungay, and Mr. Ringle- 
tob at Ipswich ; or whether an artthl yicissitude 
is adopted, aed the order of insane predication 



Bnt, supposing all thi^ new interference to 
be JBSt, what good will it dol You find a di»* 
aenting preacher, whom tou haye prohibited, 
fltin continuing to pfeach^--or preaching at 
Ealing when he ought to preach at Acton ^* 
his number is taken, and the next morning he 
is summoned* Is it believed that this desert p- 
tion of persons can be put down by fine and 
ha p ri son ment 1 His fine is paid for him ; and 
he retams from imprisonment ten times ai 
much sought after tfnd as popular as he v^a 
befbre. This is a receipt ibr making a stupid 
preacher popular, and a popular preaoher more 
popular, bat can hawp ao fotsibh Wd aae y to 



' prevent the mischief against which it is level- 
ed. It is precisely the old history of perse- 
cution against opinions turned into a perse- 
cution against persons. The prisons will be 
filled^— the enemies of the Church made ene- 
mies of the state also^-and the Methodists 
rendered ten times more actively mad than 
diey are at present This ia the direct and 
obvious tendency of Lord Sidmouth's plan. 

Nothing dies so hard and rallies so often as 
intolerance. The fires are pat out, and no liv- 
ing nostril has scented the nidor of a human 
creature roasted for faith ; — then, after this, the 
prison doors were got open, and the chains 
knocked off; and now Lord Sidmouth only 
begs that men who disagree with him in re- 
ligious opinions may be deprived of all civil 
oflkes and not be allowed to hear the preachers 
they like best. Chains and whips he would 
not hear of; Irat these mild gratifications of 
his bill every orthodox mind is surely entitled 
to. The hardship would indeed be great if a 
churchman were deprived of the amusement 
of putting a dissenting parson in prison. We 
are convinced Lord Bidroooth is a very amia^ 
ble and well-intentioned man : his error is not 
the error of his heart, but of his time, above 
which few men ever nse. It is the error of 
sonie four or five hundred thousand English 
gentlemen of decent education and worthy 
characters, who conscientiously believe that 
they are punishing, and continuing incapaci- 
ties, for the good of the state ; while they are, 
in fact (though without knowing it), only grati- 
fying that insolence, hatred, and revenge, which 
idl human beings are unfortunately so ready to 
feel against those who will not conform to their 
own sentiments. 

But instead of making the dissenting church- 
es less popular, why not make the English 
church more popular, and raise the English 
clergy to the privileges of the Dissenters 1 In 
any parish of^ England, any layman, or clergy- 
man, by paying sixpence, can open a place of 
worship,-^rovided it be not the worship of the 
Church of England. If he wishes to attack the 
doctrines of the bishop or the incumbent, he is 
not compelled to ask the consent of any person ; 
but if, by any evil chance, he should bepetw 
suaded of the truth of those doctrines, and build 
a chapel or mount a pulpit to support them, he 
is instantly pat in the spiritual court; for the 
regular incumbent, who has a legal monopoly 
of this doctrine, does not choose to suffer any 
interioper ; and without his consent, it is ille- 
gal to preach the doctrines of the church within 
his precincts.* Now this appears to us a great 

* It Bif ht b« rappoMd that tiM geocral Inltrtsli of 
tho Chureta would outweigh tb« particular IntarMti of 
tbo roctor i and that any clerffyinaii would Im glad to 
a— plaoM of worship opaaod within his pariah for the 
doetrtiiaa of tha EttaMlihod Church. The fhct, how- 
aver, Is direetlv tha revarsa. It is scarealjr poasibia Co 
ohuln pamlssloa flron the aatabllshed clera yman af tha 

Priah to opea a ahapal there i aad, whan tt Is graatad, 
la granted upon very hard and interested conditions. 
The parlshee of at. George— of St. JaBea-H>r Marjr-la- 
I hoM«-and of St. anna's, la London— ma jr, in the parlab 



ehwrchea, chapels of eaee, and mercenary chapels, con 
tafai, perhapa, ona.httndredth part of their Episcopalian 
InhaMunta. Let the rectors, lay and clatVuA^ «wm\ 
together, and gi^a mMka \Yii.\ %vi?| tXvtiimvik «kt \>^ 
Church orEnt\aiid,aopioT«dV| \Yva>»\%\»^,x»Ai v**«k 
tlMii aadwawOl^fMaainMni^i^^hn^^****** ^^^ 
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and xnanifest absurdity, and a disadvantapre 
against the Established Church which very few 
establishments could bear. The persons who 
preach and who build chapels, or for whom 
chapels arc built, among the Dissenters, are 
active clever persons, with considerable talents 
for that kind of emp1o3rment. These talents 
have, with them, their free and unbounded 
scope ; while in the English Church they are 
wholly extinguished and destroyed. Till this 
evil is corrected, the Church contends with fear- 
ful odds against its opponents. On the one 
side, any man who can command the attention 
of a congregation — to whom nature has given 
the animal and intellectual qualifications of a 
preacher — such a man is the member of every 
corporation ; — all impediments are removed ; — 
there is not a single position in Great Britain 
which he may not take, provided he is hostile 
to the Established Church. In the other case, 
if the English Church were to breed up a Mas- 
sillon or a Bourdaloue, he finds every place 
occupied, and every where a regular and re- 
spectable clergyman ready to put him in the 
spiritual court, if he attracts, within his pre- 
cmct5, any attention to the doctrines and wor- 
ship of the Established Church. 

The necessity of having the bishop's consent 
would prevent any improper person from 
preaching. That consent should be withheld, 
not capriciously, but for good and lawful cause 
to be assigned.. 

The profits of an incumbent proceed from 
fixed or voluntary contributions. The fixed 
could not be affected ; and the voluntary ought 
to vary according to the exertions of the in- 
cumbent and the good will of the parishioners ; 
but, if this is wrong, pecuniary compensation 
might be made (at the discretion of the ordina- 
ry) from the supernumerary to the regular cler- 
gyman.* 

Such a plan, it is true, would make the 
Church of England more popular in its nature ; 
and it ought to be made more popular, or it 
will not endure for another half century. There 
are two methods; the Church most be made 
more popular or the Dissenters less so. To 
efifect the latter object by force and restriction 
is unjust and impossible. The only remedy 
seems to be, to grant to the Church the same 
privileges which are enjoyed by the Dissenters, 
and to excite, in one party, that competition of 
talent which is of such palpable advantage to 
the other. 

A remedy suggested by some well-wishers to 
the Chnrch, is the appointment of men to bcne- 



■kip capable of conUinins SOtOOO-persons would l>c built 
within ten years. But, in the«e caeea, the interest of 
the rector and«of the Eatabliehment ia not the aamc. A 
chmpel belonging to the Swedenborflane, or Methodista 
of the New JeniMleni, waa oAred, two or three years 
since, in London, to a clergyman of the EsUbUshment. 
The proprietor waa tired of hia Irrational tenants, and 
wished for better doctrine. The rector (aince a dignl> 
tary), with every possible compliment to the fitness of 
the person in auestlon, positively refbsedithe aimlica. 
tlon i and the chnrch remahis in the handa of Ifetho- 
disu. No partienlar blame is Intended, by this anec- 
dote, against the indtvldnal rector. He acted as many 
have done befbre and since t bntthe ineambent clergy- 
man onght to possess no snch power. It is his interest, 
tat not the Interest of the EitaWisbment. 

^AUihia hMB keen aiMce placed oa a b«ttst Ibotini. 



fices who have talents for advancing the inter- 
i ests of religion ; but, till each j>articular patr«n 
' can be persuaded to care more fur the general 
[ good of the Church than for the particular good 
of tlie person whom he patronizes, little expec- 
tation of improvement can be derived from thi^ 
quarter. 

The competition between the Established 
clergy, to which this method would give birth, 
would throw the incumbent in the back-ground 
only when he was unfit to stand forward^ — im- 
moral, negligent, or stupid. His income would 
still remain ; and, if his influence were super- 
seded by a man of belter qualities and attain- 
ments, the general good of the Establishment 
would be consulted by the change. The bene, 
ficed clergyman would always come to the 
contest with great advantages ; and his defici- 
encies must be very great indeed, if he lost the 
esteem of his parishioners. But the contest 
would rarely or never take place, where the 
friends of the Establishment were not numer- 
ous enough for all. At present, the selfish 
incumbent, who cannot accommodate the fif- 
tieth part of his parishioners, is determined that 
no one else shall do it for him. It is in such 
situations that the benefit to the Establishment 
would be greatest, and the injury to the ap- 
pointed minister none at all. 

We beg of men of sense to reflect, that the 
question is not whether they wish the English 
Church to stand as it now is, but whether the 
English Church can stand as it now is ; and 
whether the moderate activity here recom- 
mended is not the minimum of exertion neces- 
sary for its preservation. At the same time, 
we hope nobody will rate our sagacity so very 
low as to imagine we have much hope that any 
measure of the kind will ever be adopted. JU 
e9tabli$hmenti die of dignity. They are too proud 
to think themselves ill, and to take a little 
physic. 

To show that we have not misstated the ob- 
stinacy or the conscience of sectaries; and the 
spirit with which they will meet the regulations 
of Lord» Sid mouth, we will lay before our 
readers the sentiments of Philagatharches — a 
stern subacid Dissenter. 

<« I shall nol here enter into a comprehensive 
discussion of the nature of a call to the minis- 
terial office ; but deduce my proposition from a 
sentiment admitted equally by conformists and 
nonconformists. It is essential to the nature 
of a call to preach < that a man be moved by the 
Holy Ghost to enter upon the work of the min- 
istry :* and, if the Spirit of God operate power- 
fully upon his heart to contrain him to appear 
as a public teacher of religion, who shall com- 
mand him to desist f Wc have seen that the 
sanction of the magistrate can give no autho- 
rity to preach the gospel ; and if he were to 
forbid our exertions, we must persist in the 
work ; we dare not relinquish a task that God 
has required us to perform ; we cannot keep 
our consciences in peace, if our lips are closed 
in silence, while the Holy Ghost is moving our 
hearts to proclaim the tidings of salvation : — 
<Yea, woe is unto me^ saith St Paul, *if I 
preach not the gospel.' Thus, when the Jewish 
priests had taken Peter and John into custody 
> tad iftov ftmnining them concerning their doc 
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trine, < commanded them not to apeak at all, 
nor to teach in the name of Jesas/ these apos- 
toltcal champions of the cross andauntedly 
replied, 'Whether it be right in the sififht of God 
to hearken nnto you more than unto Grod, jndge 
ye: for we cannot but speak the thingJt ^vhieh 
we have seen and heard.' Thu^, also, in our 
day, when the Holy Ghost excites a man to 
preach the gospel to his fellow sinners, his 
messa^ is sanctioned by an authority which is 
*far above all principality and power;* and, 
consequently, neither needs the approbation of 
fubordinate rulers, nor admits of revocation by 
dieir countermanding edicts. 

<*3dly. He who receives a license should not 
expect to derive from it a testimony of qualifi- 
cation to preach. 

•«It would be grossly absurd to seek a testi- 
mony of this description from any single indi- 
vidual, even though he were an experienced 
veteran in the service of Christ; for aM are 
(allibie ; and, under some unfavourable prepos- 
session, even the wisest or the best of men 
might give an erroneous decision upon the 
csLse. But this observation will gain additional 
force when we suppose the power of judging 
transferred to the person of the magistrate. — 
We cannot presume that a civil ruler under- 
stands as much of theology as a minister of 
the gospel. His necessary duties prevent him 
from critically investigating questions upon 
divinity ; and confine his attention to that par- 
ticular department which society has deputed 
him to #;cupy ; and hence to expect at his 
hands a testimony of qualification to preach 
would be almost as ludicrous as to require an 
obscure country curate to fill the office of Lord 
Chancellor. 

«*But again-^admitting that a magistrate 
who is nominated by the sovereign to issue 
forth licenses to dissenting ministers, is com- 
petent to the task of judging of their natural 
and acquired abilities, it must still remain a 
doubtful question whether they are moved to 
preach by the influences of the Holy Ghost; 
for it is the prerogative of God alone to < search 
the heart and try the reins' of the children of 
men. Consequently, after every eflbrt of the 
ruling powers to assume to themselves the 
right of' judging whether a man be or be not 
qualified to preach, the most essential property 
of the call must remain to be determined by 
the conscience of the individual. 

«*It is further worthy of observation that the 
talents of a preacher may be acceptable to 
many persons, if not to him who issues the 
license. The taste of a person thus high in 
office may be too refined to derive gratification 
from any but. the most learned, intelligent, and 
accomplished preachers. Yet, as the gospel 
is sent to the poor as well as to the rich, per- 
haps hundreds of preachers may be highly 
acceptable, much esteemed, and eminently 
Qtefnl in their respective circles, who would 
be despised as men of mean attainments by 
one whose mind is well stored with literature, 
and cultivated by science. From these re- 
marks, I infer, that a man's own judgment 
must be the criterion, in determining what line ' 
of conduct to pursue before he begins to 
preach; and the opinioa of the people to whom ' 



he ministers must determine whether it be 
desirable that he should continue to fill their 
pulpit."— (168— 173.) 

The sentiments of Philagatharches arc ex- 
pressed still more strongly in a subsequent 
passage. 

** Here a question may arise — what line of 
conduct conscientious ministers ought to pur- 
sue, if laws were to be enacted, forbidding 
either all dissenting ministers to preach, or 
only lay preachers; or forbidding to preach 
in an unlicensed place; and, at the same 
time, refusing to license persons and places, 
except under such security as the property 
of the parties would not meet, or under limi- 
tations to which their consciences could not 
accede. What h^s been advanced ought to 
outweigh every consideration of temporal 
interest ; and if the evil genius of persecu- 
tion were to appear again, I pray God that 
we might all be faithful to Him who hath called 
us to preach the gospel. Under such circum- 
stances, let us continue to preach : if fined, let 
us pay the penalty, and persevere in preach- 
ing; and, when unable to pay the fine, or 
deeming it impolitic so to do, let us submit to 
go quietly to prison, but with the resolution 
still to preach upon the first opportunity, and, . 
if possible, to collect a church even within 
the precincts of the gaol. He who, by these 
zealous exertions, becomes the honoured in- 
strument of converting one sinner unto God, 
will find that single seal to his ministerial la- 
bours an ample compensation for all his suf- 
ferings. In this manner tlie venerable apostle 
of the Gentiles both avowed and proved his 
sincere attachment to the cause in which he 
had embarked :— ^ The Holy Ghost wito«*sseth, 
in every city, that bonds and afflictions abide 
me. But none of these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God.' 

« In the early ages of Christianity martyr- 
dom was considered an eminent honour ; and 
many of the primitive Christians thrust them- 
selves upon the notice of their heathen per- 
secutors, that they might be brought to suflTer 
in the cause of that Redeemer whom they 
ardently loved. In the present day Christians 
in general incline to estimate such rash ardour 
as a species of enthusiasm, and feel no dispo- 
sition to court the horrors of persecution ; yet, 
if such dark and tremendous days were to 
return in this age of the world, ministers 
should retain their stations; they should be 
true to their charge; they should continue . 
their ministrations, each man in his sphere, 
shining with all the lustre of genuine godli- 
ness, to dispel the gloom in which the nation 
would then be enveloped. If this line of con- 
duct were to be adopted, and acted upon with 
decision, the cause of piety, of nonconformity, 
and of itinerant preaching, must eventually 
triumph. All the gaols in the country would 
speedily be filled : thos« houses of correction 
which were erected for the chastisement of the 
vicious in the commuu\V^,.^o>o\^ \s^ \^v^«ii- 
ished with l\\ous«LuAa ot \V\^ mo^\\\QivsA^^c.>:\N^^ 
aud useful men 'u\ \\i« \ttXi^oiiv, 'wVo^^ 0\^ 
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raeten are held in general esteem. Bot the 
ultimate result of such despotic proceedings is 
beyond the ken of human prescience :~pro- 
bably, appeals to the public and the legislature 
would teem from the press, and, under such 
circumstances, might difiuse a revolutionary 
spirit throughout the country."— (239— 348.) 

We quote these opinions at length, not be- 
cause they are the opinions of Philagatharches, 
but because we are confident tfast tihey are tke 
opinions of ten thousand hot-headed fanaties^ 
and that they would firmly and eanscleatiovsly 
be acted apon. 

Philagathar^hes is an instance (not uneom- 
mon, we are sorry to say, even among the most 
rational of the Protestant Dissenters) of a love 
of toleration combined with a love of persecu- 
tion. He is a Dissenter, and earnestly demands 
religious liberty for that bo^ of men ; but as 
ibr the Catholics, he would not only continue 
iheir present disabilities, but load them with 
every new one that could be conceived. He 



expressly says that an Atheist or a Deist may 
be allowed to propagate their doctrines, but 
not a Catholic ; and then proceeds wi A all the 
customary traa^ against that sect which nine 
schoolbo^ out of ten now know how to refute. 
So it is with Pfailagatharches }— ao it is with 
weak men in every sect. U has ever been oar 
objeet, and (in spite of misrepresentation and 
akttse) ever shall be our obfeet^ to put down 
tiMi spirit— lo pfoteet the trae interests, wmd to 
diffase the true spirit, of toleration. ToaweiU 
supported national EetabUelMnent, afieetnaUy 
dtsehargiBg its dnties, we are very sincere 
friends. If any man, after he has paid his 
contribation to this great security for tne ejusl^ 
enee of religion in any shape, chooses to adopt 
a religion of his own, that roan should be per- 
mitted to do so without let, molestation, or dis- 
qualification for any of the offices of lijf^. We 
apologize to men of sense for sentiments so 
trite; and patiently endure the anger whiell 
Aey will excite among Aose with iHram they 
win pass fbr original. 
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CHARLES FOX/ 

(Ekvbubak Bsvnnr, 1811.] 



Mr. F(a*8 hittorf was, oi eoanef 
yfOk to ftaimadrenion and rebuke 
as any odier bookr the task, we think, would 
have become any other person better than Mr. 
Bosft. Thft whole of Mr. Fox's life was spent 
iaoppong the profligacy and exposing the 
ignoffWBea of his own conrt In the first half 
of his politieal career, while Lord North was 
loaiag America, and in the latter half, while 
Mr. Pitt was mining Bnrope, the creatures of 
the goTemment were eternally exposed to the 
attacks of this discerning, dauntless, and most 
poweriiil speaker. Folly and corruption never 
■ad a more terrible enemy in the English 
House of Commons— one whom it was so im- 
possiUe to bribe, so hopeless to elude, and so 
difficult to answer. Now it so happened that, 
during the whole of this period, the historical 
critic of Mr. Fox was employed in subordinate 
offices of goremment; — that the detail of taxes 
passed through his hands ; — that he amassed 
a large fortune by those occupations; — and 
that, both in the measures which he support 
ed, and in the friends from whose patronage 
be reeeired his emoluments, he was complete- 
ly and perpetually opposed to Mr. Fox. 

Again, it must be remembered, that very 
great people have very long memories for the 
injuries which they receive, or which they 
think they receive. No speculation was so 
good, therefore, as to vilify the memory of 
Mr. Fox^ — nothing so delicious as to lower 
him in the public estimation^— no service so 
likely to be well rewarded— so eminently grate- 
ful to those of whose favour Mr. Rose had so 
often tasted the sweets, and of the value of 
whose patronage he must, from long ejqperi- 
coce, have been so thoroughly aware. 

We are almost inclined to think that we 
mi^t at one time have worked ourselves up 
to suspect Mr. Sose of being actuated by some 
of these motives : — not because we have any 
reason to think worse of that gentleman than 
of most of his political associates, but merely 
because it seemed to us so very probable that 
he should have \^en so influenc«L Our sus- 
picions, however, were entirely removed by 
the frequency and violence of his own pro- 
testations. He. vows so solemnly that he has 
no bad motive in writing his critique, that we 
find it impossible to withhold our belief in his 
purity. But Mr. Rose does not trust to his 
protestations alone. He is not satisfied with 
assurances that he did not write this book 
from any bad motive, but he informs us that 
his motive was excellent^-and is even oblinng 
eaou^ to tell us what that motive was. The 
Cart of Marchmont, it seems, was Mr. Rose's 
friend. To Mr. Rose he left his manuscripts ; 
and among these manuscripts was a narrative 
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wrxttoi by Sir Patrick Hume, an ancestor of 
the Bart of Maiehmont, and one of the leadera 
in Argyle's rebellicm. Of Sir Patrick Hume 
Mr. Rose' eoneeives (a little erroneously to ba 
sure, but he assures us he does conceive) Mr* 
Fox to have spoken disrespectAilly; and tfie 
case comes out, therefore, as clearly as possi* 
ble, as follows. 

I^ir Patrick was the progenitor, and Mr. 
Rose was the friend and sole executor, of the 
£arl of Marchmont; and therefore, says Mr. 
Rose, I consider it as a 9aertd duty to vindi* 
cate the character of Sir Patrick, and, for that 
purpose, to publish a long and elaborate cri^ 
tique upon all the doctrines and statements 
contained in Mr. Fox's history ! This appears 
to us about as satisfactory an explanation of 
Mr. Rose's authorship as the exclamation of the 
traveller was of the name of Stony Stratford. 

Before Mr. Rose gave way to this intense 
value for Sir Patrick, and resolved to write a 
book, he should have inquired what accurato 
men there were about in society; and if he 
had once received the slightest notice of the 
existence of Mr. Samuel Heywood, serjeant> 
at>law, we are convinced he would have trans- 
fused into his own will and testament the feelr 
ings he derived firom that of Lord Marchmont, ' 
and devolved upon another executor the sacred 
and dangerous duty of vindicating Sir Patrick 
Hume. 

The life of Mr. Rose has been principally 
employed in the painful, yet perhaps neces- 
sary, duty of increasing the burdens of his 
fellow-creatures. It has been a life of detail, 
onerous to the subject— onerous and lucrative 
to himselC It would be unfair to expect from 
one thus occupied any great depth of thought, 
or any remarkable graces of composition; but 
we hAve a fair right to look for habits of pa- 
tient research and scrupulous accuracy. We 
might naturally expect industry in collecting 
fhcts, and fidelity in quoting them ; and hope, 
in the absence of commanding genius, to re- 
ceive a compensation from the more hiuible 
and ordinary qualities of the mind. How far 
this is the case, our subsequent remarirs will 
enable the reader to judge. We shall not ex- 
tend them to any great length, as we have 
before treated on the same subject in our re- 
view of Mr. Rose's work. Our great object 
at present is to abridge the observations of 
Serjeant Heywood. For Serjeant Heywood* 
though a most respectable, honest, and en- 
lightened man, really does require an abridge r. 
He has not the talent of saying what he has 
to say quickly ; nor is he aware that brevity * 
is in writing what charity is to all other vir- 
tues. Righteousness is worth nothing without 
the one, nor authorship without the o&er. But 
whoever will forgive this little defect will^Li^ 
in all his producUons fs;c«aX\t»xt^a^/v!nan»c.'a«- 
Jate honesty, and i\x% m^X icravQ^'^ ^**^ 
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^ racy. Whatever detections of Mr. Rose's in- " 
accuracies are made in this Review are to be 
entirely given to him ; and we confess our- 
selves quite astonished at their number and 
extent 

« Among the modes of destroying persons 
(says Mr. Fox, p. 14,) in such a situation 
fi. e. monarchs deposed), there can be little 
doubt but that adopted by Cromwell and his 
adherents is tht least ^honourable, Edward 
n., Richard XL, Henry VI., Edward V., had 
none of them long survived their deposal; 
but this was the first instance, in our history 
at least, when of such an act it could be truly 
said it was not done in a comer." 

What Mr. Rose can find in this sentiment to 
quarrel with, we are utterly at a loss to con- 
ceive. If a human being is to b^ put to death 
unjustly, is it no mitigation of such a lot that 
the death should be public 1 Is any thing 
better calculated to prevent secret torture and 
cruelty 1 And would Mr. Rose, in mercy to 
Charles, have preferred that red-hot iron 
should have been secretly thrust into his en- 
trails t-— or that he should have disappeared 
as Pichegru and Toussaint have disappeared 
in our times 1 The periods of the Edwards 
and Henrys were, it is true, barbarous periods : 
but this is the very argument Mr. Fox uses. 
All these murders, he contends, were immoral 
and bad ; but that where the manner was the 
least objectionable, was the murder of Charles 
the First, — ^because it was public. And can 
any human being doubt, in the first place, that 
these crimes would be marked by less in- 
Xen^c cruelty if they were public; and, second- 
ly, that they would become less frequent, where 
the perpetrators incurred responsibility, than 
if they were committed by an uncertain hand 
in secrecy and concealment 1 There never 
was, in short, not only a more innocent, but a 
more obvious sentiment ; and to object to it 
in the manner which Mr. Rose has done, is 
sarely to love Sir Patrick Hume too much, — 
if there can be any excess in so very com- 
mendable a passion in the breast of a sole 
executor. 

Mr. Fox proceeds to observe, that ** he who 
has discussed this subject with foreigners, 
must have observed, that the act of the execu- 
tion of Charles, even in the minds of those 
who condemn it, excites more admiration than 
disgust.*' If the sentiment is bad, let those 
who feel it answer for it. Mr. Fox only as- 
serts the fact, and explains, without justifying 
it The only question (as concerns Mr. Fox) 
is, whether such is, or is not, the feeling of 
foreigners ; and whether that feeling (if it ex- 
ists) is rightly explained t We have no doubt 
either of the fact or of the explanation. The 
conduct of Cromwell and his associates was 
not to be excused in the main act; but, in the 
manner, it was magnanimous. And among 
the servile nations of the Continent, it must 
naturally excite a feeling of joy and won- 
<ler, that the power of the people had for 
once been felt, and so' memorable a lesson 
read to those whom they must naturally con- 
jiider as the great oppressors of mankind. 

The most unjastinable point of Mr. Rose's 
Mccasa/JM, however, is titiil to coat. '*U 



suchhighpraise,''8ays that gentleman, "was, • 
in the judgment of Mr. Fox, due to Cromwell 
for the publicity of the proceedings against the 
king, how would he have found language suf- 
ficiently commendatory to express his admi- 
ration of the magnanimity of those who 
brought Lewis the Sixteenth to an open trial 1" 
Mr. Rose accuses Mr. Fox, then, of approving 
the execution of Lewis the Sixteenth : but, on 
the SOth of December, 1792, Mr. Fox said, in 
the House of Commons, in the pregenee of Mr. 
Rote, 

''The proceedings with respect to the royal 
family of France are so far from being mag- 
nanimity, justice, or mercy, that they arc di- 
rectly the reverse ; they are injustice, cruelty, 
and pusillanimity." And afterwards declared 
his wish for an address to his majesty, to 
which he would add an expression **of our 
abhorrence of the proceedings against the 
royal family of France, in which, I have no 
doubt, we shall be supported by the whole 
country. If there can be any means suggested 
that will be better adapted to produce the 
unanimous concurrence of thif House, and of 
all the country, with respect to the measure 
now under consideration in Paris, I should be 
obliged to any person for his better suggestion 
upon the subject" Then, after stating that such 
address, especially if the Lords joined in it, must 
have a decisive influence in France, be added, 
^'I have said thus much in order to contradict 
one of the most cruel misrepresentations of 
what I had before said in our late debates ; 
and that my language may not be interpreted 
from the manner in which other gentlemen 
have chosen to answer it I have spoken 
the genuine sentiments of my heart, and I 
anxiously wish the House to come to some re- 
solution upon the subject" And on the follow- 
ing day, when a copy of instruction sent to 
Earl Gower, signifying that he should leave 
Paris, was laid before the House of Commons, 
Mr. Fox said, ''he had heard it said, that the 
proceedings against the King of France are 
unnecessary. He would go a great deal far- 
ther, and say, he believed them to be highly 
unjust ; and not only repugnant to all the com- 
mon feelings of mankind, but also contrary to 
all the fundamental principles of law." — (p* 
20, 21.) 

On Monday the 28th January, he said, — 

" With regard to that part of the communi- 
cation ' from his majesty, which related to 
the late detestable scene exhibited in a neigh- 
bouring country, he could not suppose there 
were two opinions in that House; he knew 
they were all ready to declare their ab- 
horrence of that abominable proceeding." — 
(p. 21.) 

Two days aAerwards, in the debate on the 
message, Mr. Fox pronounced the condemna- 
tion and execution of the king to be 

— ^"an act as disgraceful as any that bi&tury 
recorded: and whatever opinions he might at 
any time have expressed in private conversa- 
tion, he had expressed none certainly in that 
House on the justice of bringing kings to trial : 
revenge being unjustifiable, and punishment 
, useless, wl^exe it could not operate either hsf 
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W9J of prerentioD or example; he did not 
view with less detestation the injustice and 
inhumanity that had been committed towards 
that unhappy monarch. Not only were the 
rules of criminal justice— rules that more than 
any other ought to be strictly observed — viola^ 
ted with respect to him : not only was he tried 
and condemned without existing law, to which 
he was personally amenable, and even con- 
trary to laws that did actually exist, but the 
degrading circumstances of his imjirisonment, 
the unnecessary and insulting asperity with 
which he had been treated, the total want ofrc' 
puUlcan magnanimity in the whote transaction, 
(for even in that House it could be no offence 
to say, that there might be such a thing as 
magnanimity in a republic,) added every ag- 
gravation to the inhumanity and injustice." 

That Mr. Fox had held this Ian^a.?e in the 
House of Commons, Mr. Rose knew perfectly 
well, when he accused that gentleman of ap- 
proving the munler of the King of France. 
Whatever be the faults imputed to Mr. Fox, 
duplicity and hypocrisy were never among the 
number; and no human being ever doubted 
but that Mr. Fox, in this instance, spoke his 
real sentiments : but the love of Sir Patrick 
Home ' is an overwhelming passion ; and no 
man who gives way to it, can ever say into 
what excesses he may be hurried. 

Son limul cuiguum eoncediiurf amare et sapen. 

The next point upon which Sergeant Hey- 
wood attacks Mr. Rose, is that of Greneral 
Monk. Mr. Fox says of Monk, "that he ac- 
quiesced in the insult so meanly put upon the 
illustrious corpse of Blake, under whose au- 
spices and command he had performed the 
most creditable services of his life." This 
story. Mr. Rose says, rests upon the authority 
of Neale. in his History of the Puritans. This 
is the first of many blunders made by Mr. 
Rose upon this particular topic : for Anthony 
Wood, in his Fasti Oxonienses, enumerating 
Blake among the bachelors, says, "His body 
was taken up, and, with others, bttried in a pit 
in St. Marf^eCs rhurch-yard adjoining, near to 
the back door of one of the. prebendaries of 
Westminster, in which phice it now rentainethf 
enjoying no other monument but what it reared 
by its valour, which time itself can hardly 
efface." But the difficulty is to find how the 
d'^nial of Mr. Rose affects Mr. Fox's assertion. 
Mr. Rose admits that Blake's body was dug up 
by an order of the king ; and does not deny 
that it was done with the acquiescence of 
Monk. But if this be the case, Mr. Fox's po- 
sition that Blake was insulted, and that Monk 
acquiesced in the insult, is clearly made out 
Nor has Mr. Rose the shadow of an authority 
for saying that the corpse of Blake was rein- 
terred with great decorum, Kennet is silent 
vpon the subject. We have already given 
wrjcant Heywood's quotation from Anthony 
Wood; and this statement, for the present, 
rests entirely upon the assertion of Mr. Rose ; 
and upon that basis will remain to all eternity. 

Mr. Rose, who, we must say, tm all occa- 
sions through the whole of this book, makes 
Ae g^catr^st parade of his accuracy, states that 
the bodies of Cromwrlh Ircton,' and Blake, 
13 



were taken up at the same time ; whereas XYA 
fact is, that those of Cromwell and Ircton wer6 
taken up on the 26th of January, and that of 
I Blake on the 10th of September, nearly nine 
months aOerwards. It may appear frivolous 
to notice such errors as these ; but they lead 
to very strong suspicions in a critic of history 
and of histonans. They show that those fan- 
bits of punctuality, on the faith of which he 
demands implicit confidence from his readers, 
really do not exist ; they prove that such a 
writer will be exact only when he thinks the 
occasion of importance, and as he himself is 
the only judge of that importance, it is neces- 
sary to examine his proofs in every instance, 
and impossible to tnist him an}'where. 

Mr. Rose remarks that, in the weekly paper 
entitled Mercurius Rusticus, No. 4, where an 
account is given of the disinterment of Crom- 
well and Ireton, not a syllable is said respect-' 
ing the corpse of Blake. This is very true ; 
but the reason (which does not seem to have 
occurred to Mr. Rose) is, that Blake's corpse 
was not touched till six months afterwards* 
This is really a little too much. That Mr. 
Rose should quit his usual pursuits, erect him- 
self into an historical critic, perch upon the 
body of the dead lion, impugn the accuracy of 
one of the greatest, as well as most accurate 
men of his time, — and himself be guilty of 
such gross and unpardonable negligence, looks 
so very much like an insensibility to shame, 
that we should be loth to characterize his con- 
duct by the severe epithets which it appears 
to merit, and which, we are quite certain. Sir 
Patrick, the defendee, would have been the 
first to bestow upon it. 

The next passage in Mr. Fox's work ob- • 
jected to is that which charges Monk, at the 
trial of Arg)'le, " with having produced letters 
of friendship and confidence to take away the 
life of a nobleman, the zeal and cordiality of 
whose co-operation with him, proved by such 
documents, was the chief ground of his exe- 
cution." This accusation, says Mr. Rose, 
rests upon the sole authority of Bishop Bur- 
net; and yet no sooner has he said this, than 
he tells us, Mr. Laing considers the bishop's 
authority to be confirmed by Cunningham and 
Baillie, both contemporary writers. Into Cun- 
ningham or Baillie Mr. Rose never looks to 
sec whether or not they do really confirm the 
authority of the bishop ; and so gross is his 
negligence, that the very misprint from Mr. 
Laing's work is copied, and page 431 of Baillie 
is cited instead of 451. If Mr. Rose hsjl really 
taken the trouble of referring to these books, 
all doubt of the meanness and guilt of Monk 
must have been instantly removed. *'Monk 
was moved," says Baillie, **to send down four 
or five ofArfryle^s letters to himself and otkers^ 
promising his full compliance with them^ thai • 
the king should not reprieve him,^ — BtuBii^M 
Letters, p. 451. ''He endeavoured to mako 
his defence," says Cunningham ; " but chieflu 
by the discoveries of Monk was condemned of 
high treason, and lost his head." — Cunning' 
ham^s History , i. p. 13. 

Would it have been more than common de- 
cency rc(\uire«\, \C lAT.^o^e,"w\vo\v^\"^^^^^^ 
prised of the exVssVexvcci ol vYiew ?L\i«cvoT\\\^^>;i^ 
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had ncounte to them, hefore he impugned the 
aooaracy of Mr. Fox 1 Or is it possible to read, 
-witboat some portion of contempt, this slovenly 
aJMi indolent corrector of supposed inaccnra- 
cies in a man, not only so much greater than 
himself in his general nature, but a man who, 
aa it turns out, excels Mr. Rose in his own little 
arts of looking, searching, and comparing ; and 
is aa much his superior in the retail qualities 
Vhich smaU people arrogate to themselves, as 
ne was in every commanding faculty to the rest 
ot his fellow creatures 1 

Mr. Rose searches Thurloe's Slate Papers ; 
but Serjeant Hey wood searches them afler 
Mr. Rose: and, by a series of the plainest 
references, proves the probability there is that 
Argyle did receive letters which might mate- 
rially have affected his life. 

To Monk's duplicity of conduct may be 
principally attributed the destruction of his 
friends, who were prevented, by their confi- 
dence in him, from taking measures to secure 
themselves. He selected those among them 
whom he thought fit for trial — sat as a commis- 
sioner upon their trial — and interfered not to 
save the lives even of those with whom he had 
lived in habits of the greatest kindness. 

*'I cannot," says a witness of the most un- 
qnestion ble authority, ** I cannot forget one pat- 
tagt that J taw. Monk and his wife, before they 
were moved to the Tower, while they were ^et 
prisoners at Lambeth House, came one evening 
to the garden, and caused them to be brought 
down, only to stare at them ; which was such a 
liarbarism, for that man who had betrayed so 
many poor men to death and misery, that never 
hurt him, but had honoured him, and trusted 
. their lives and interests with him, to glut his 
bloody eyes with beholding them in their bond- 
age, as no story can parallel the inhumanity 
of.'* — (p. 83.) Hutrhin»on*t Memoirs, 878. 

This, however, is the man whom Mr. Fox, at 
the distance of a century and a half, may not 
mark with infamy, without incurring, from the 
candour of Mr. Rose, the imputation of repuU 
ItGAn principles ; — as if attachment to monarchy 
could have justified, in Monk, the coldness, 
cruelty, and treachery of his character, — ^as if 
the historian became the advocate, or the enemy 
of any form of government, by praising the 
good, or blaming the bad men which it might 
produce Serjeant Hey wood sums up the whole 
artiole as follows : 

'*.Having examined and commented upon the 
evidence produced by Mr. Rose, than which ' it 
is hardly possible,' he says, * to conceive that 
stronger could be formed in any case to estab- 
liah a negative,' we now safely assert that Mr. 
Fox had fi^lly informed himself upon the sub- 
ject before he wrote, and was amply justified 
in the condemnation of Monk, and the conse- 
quent sr-vere censures upon him. It has been 
already demonstrated that the character of 
Monk had been truly given, when of him he 
taid, ' the army had fallen into the hands of 
one, than whom a baser could not be found in 
its lowest ranks.' The transactions between 
liim and Argyle for a certain period of time 
ware such as must naturally, if not necessarily, 
hBVB Jed them into an epistolary correspond- 
e/jce; and It was in #xacf conformity with 



Monk's character and conduct to the regicides^ 
that he should betray the letters written to him, 
in order to destroy a man whom he had, in the 
latter part of his command in Scotland, both 
feared and hated. If the fact of the production 
of these letters had ^tood merely on the testi- 
mony of Bishop Burnet, we have seen that 
nothing has been produced by Mr. Rose and 
Dr. Campbell to impeach it ; on the contrary, 
an inquiry into the authorities and documents 
they have cited, strongly confirm it. But, as 
before observed, it is a surprising instance of 
Mr. Rose's indolence, that he should state 'the 
question to depend now, as it did in Dr. Camp- 
bell's time, on the bishop's authority solely. 
But that authority is, in itself, no light one 
Burnet was almost eighteen years of age at the 
time of Argyle's trial; he was never an unob- 
serving spectator of public events; he was 
probably at Edinburgh, and, for some years 
aAerwards, remained in Scotland, with ample 
means of information respecting events which 
had taken place so recently. Baillie seems 
also to have been upon the spot, and expressly 
confirms the testimony of Burnet. To these 
must be added Cunningham, who, writing as a 
person perfectly acquainted with the circum- 
stances of the transaction, says it was owing 
to the interference of Monk, who had been his 
great friend in Oliver's time, that he was sent 
back to Scotland, and brought to trial ;.and that 
he was condemned chiefly by his discoveries. 
We may now ask where is the improbability 
of this story, when related of such a man t and 
what ground there is for not giving credit to a 
fact attested by three witnesses of veracity, each 
writing at a distance, and separate from each 
other? In this instance Bishop Burnet is so 
confirmed, that no reasonable being, who will 
attend to the subject, can doubt of the fact he 
relates being true ; and we shall hereafter prove 
that the general imputation against his accu- 
racy, made by Mr. Rose, is totally without 
foundation. If facts so proved are not to be 
credited, historians may lay aside their pens, 
and every man must content himself with the 
scanty pittance of knowledge he may be able 
to collect for himself in the very limited 
sphere of his own immediate observation." — 
(p. 86—88.) 

This, we think, is conclusive enough : bat 
we are happy to be enabled, out of our own 
store, to set this part of ^ question finally to 
rest, by an authority which Mr. Rose himself 
will probably admit to be decisive. Sir George 
Mackenzie, the great tory lawyer of Scotland in 
that day, and Lord Advocate to Charles IL 
through the greater part of his reign, was the 
leading counsel for Argyle on the trial alluded 
to. In 1678, this learned person, who was then 
Lord Advocate to Charles, published an elabo- 
rate treatise on the criminal law of Scotland; 
in which, when treating of probation, or evi- 
dence, he observes, that missive letters, not 
written, but only signed by the party, should 
not be received in evidence ; and immediately 
adds, " And yet tht Marquis of Jrgyle was om- 
vict of treason upo» lsttsrb writtxx bt aix 
TO GsirxnAi Moxx; these letters being only 
subscribed by him, and not holograph, and the 
subscription being proved ;>fT comparationcm 
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t ; which were very hard in other cases," 
Ac4 — Mackeuzie'i Crtmtno/i, first edit. p. 524, 
Part IL tit 35, ^ 3. Now this, we conceiTe, is 
neither more nor less than a solemn profes- 
sional report of the case, — and leares jast as 
little room for doaht as to the fact, as if the 
original record of the trial had been recovered. 

Mr. Rose next objects to Mr. Fox's assertion, 
that " the king kept from his cabal ministry the 
real state of his connection with France — and 
from some of them the secret of what he was 
pleased to call his religion ;" and Mr. Fox 
doubts whether to attribute this conduct to 
the habitaal treachery of Charles, or to an ap- 
prehension that his ministers might demand 
for themselves some share of the French 
money; which he was nnwilling to give them. 
In answer to this conjectare, Mr. Rose quotes 
Barillon's Letters to Lewis XIV., to show that 
Charles's ministers were fully apprised of his 
money transactions with France. The letters 
so quoted were, however, written ieven yeurt 
afltr Iht cabal ministry trtre in power — for B aril Ion 
did not come to England as ambassador till 
1677 — and these letters were not written till 
after that period. Poor Sir Patrick — ^It was 
for thee and thy defence this book was 
written ! ! ! ! 

Mr. Fox has said, that from some of the 
ministers of the cabal the secret of Charles's 
religion was concealed. It was known to Ar- 
lington, admitted by Mr. Rose to be a concealed 
Catholic ; it was known to Clifford, an avowed 
Catholic: Mr. Rose admits it not to have been 
known to Buckingham, though he explains the 
reserve, with respect to him, in a different way. 
He has not, however, attempted to prove that 
Lauderdale or Ashley were consulted;— on the 
contrary, in Colbert's letter of the 25th August, 
167U, cited by Mr. Rose, it is stated that Charles 
had proposed the trailS timuU, which should be 
a repetition of the former one in all things, 
except the article relative to the king's declaring 
himself a Catholic, and that the Protestant mi-' 
nisicrs, Buckingham, Ashley, Cooper, and Lau- 
derdale, should be brought to be parties to it: — 
Can there be a stronger proof (asks Serjeant 
Hey wood), that they were ignorant of the same 
treaty made the year before, and remaining 
then in force 1 Historical research is cer- 
tainly not the peculiar talent of Mr. Rose ; and 
as for the official accuracy of which he is so 
apt to boast, we would have Mr. Rose to remem- 
ber, that the term official accuracy has of late 
days become one of very ambiguous import. 
Mr. Rose, we can see, would imply by it the 
highest possible accuracy — as we see office pens 
advenised in the window of a shop, by way of 
excellence. The public reports of those, how- 
ever, who have been appointed to look into the 
manner in which public offices are conducted, 
by no means justify this usage of the term ; — 
and we are not without apprehensions, that 
Dutch politeness, Carthaginian faith, Boeotian 
genius, and official accuracy, may be terms 
equally current in the world ; and that Mr. Rose 
may, without intending" it, have contributed to 
make this valuable additiou to the mass of our 
ironical phraseology. 

Speaking of the early part of James's reign, 
Mr. Fox says, it is by no means certain that he 



had yet thoughts of obtaining for his rcIigioA 
any thing more than a complete toleration ; and 
if Mr. Rose had understood the meaning oif the 
French word dtabUssement, one of his many in* 
correct corrections of Mr. Fox might have been 
spared. A system of religion is said to be es- 
tablished when it is enacted and endowed by 
Parliament; but a toleration (as Serjeant Hey* 
wood observes) is established, when it is recog- 
nised and protected by the supreme power. 
And in the letters of BariZ/on, to which Mr. Rose 
refers for the justification of his attack upon 
Mr. Fox, it is quite manifest that it is in this 
latter sense that the word etablistement is used; 
and that the object in view was, not the substi- 
tution of the Catholic religion for the Estab- 
lished Church, but merely its toleration. In the 
first letter cited by Mr. Rose, James says, that 
*' he knew well he shoqld never be in safety 
unless liberty of conscience for them should be 
fully established in England." The letter of the 
24tb of April is quoted by Mr. Rose, as if the 
French king had written, the establishmetU ofth§ 
Catholic religion ,• whereas the real woi^ds arc, 
the establishment of the free exercise of the CathoHe 
religion. The world are so inveterately resolved 
to believe, that a man who has no brilliant 
talents must be accurate, that Mr. Rose, in re- 
ferring to authorities, has a great and decided 
advantage. He is, however, in point of fact, as 
lax and incorrect as a poet ; and it is absolutely 
necessary, in spite of every parade of line, and 
page, and number, to follow him in the most 
minute particular. The Serjeant, like a blood- 
hound of the old breed, is always upon his 
track ; and always looks if there are any such 
passages in the page quoted, and if the passages 
are accurately quoted or accurately translated. 
Nor will he by any means be content with 
official aecuracyt nor submit to be treated, in his- 
torical questions, as if he were hearing finan- 
cial statements in the House of Commons. 

BariUon writes, in another letter to Lewis 
XrV. — " What your majesty has most besides 
at heart, that is to say, for the establishment of 
a free exercise of the Catholic religion." On 
the 9th of May, Lewis writes to Barilhn^ that 
he is persuaded Charles will employ all his 
authority to establish the fret exercise of the 
Catholic, religion : he mentions also, in the 
same letter, the Parliament consenting to the 
fru exercise of our religion. On the 15th of 
June, he writes to BariUon — ** There now re- 
mains only to obtain the repeal of the penal law 
in favour of the Catholicsy and the free exereiM 
of our religion in all his states^^ Immediately 
after Monmouth's execution, when his views 
of success must have been as lofty as they 
ever could have been, Lewis writes — ^* It will 
be easy to the King of England, and as useful 
for the security of his reign as for the repose 
of his conscience, to re-establish the exerdm 
of the Catholic religion." In a letter of B». 
rillon, July 16th, Sunderland is made to say, 
that the king would always be exposed to the 
indiscreet zeal of those who would inflame llie 
people against the Catholic religion, sn longaf 
it should not be more fully established. The 
French expression is tant qu*elle ne sera poM 
plus pltimmtni Stabile ; ^Xi^ SJKv^^Rt.^^w^^^ 
had Ihft mod«?st7 lrvUa.T\s\?Ji^,t\l\U «hn\Vbe«^mv 
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pktd^ tdMuktd, and to mark the passage 
mUi Italics, as of the greatest importance to 
his argument These false quotations and 
translations being detected, and those passages 
of early writers, from which Mr. Fox had made 
up his opinion, brought to light, it is not possible 
to doubt, but that the object of James, before 
Monmouth's defeat, was not the destruction of 
the Protestant, but Uie toleration of the Catho- 
ic religion; and aAcr the execution of Mon 
mouth, Mr. Fox admits, that he became more 
bold and sanguine upon the subject of religion. 
We do not consider those observations of 
Seijeant Heywood to be the most fortunate in 
his book, where he attempts to show the re- 

Sublican tendency of Mr. Rose's principles. 
If any disposition to principles of this nature, 
we most heartily acquit that right honourable 
gentleman. He has too much knowledge of 
mankind to believe their happiness can be pro- 
moted in the stormy and tempestuous regions 
of republicanism ; and, besides this, that sys- 
tem of slender pay, and deficient perquisites, 
to which the subordinate agents of govern- 
ment are confined in republics, is much too 
painfhl to be thought of for a single instant. 

We are afraid of becoming tedious by the 
enumeration of blunders into which Mr. Rose 
has fallen, and which Serjeant He3rwood has 
detected. But the burthen of this sole execu- 
tor's song is accuracy — ^his own official accu- 
racy — and the little dependence which is to be 
placed on the accuracy of Mr. Fox. We will 
venture to assert, that, in the whole of his 
work, he has not detected Mr. Fox in one aiiP' 
gle error. Whether Serjeant Heywood has 
been more fortunate with respect to Mr. Rose, 
might be determined, perhaps with sufficient 
certainty, by our previous extracts from his 
remarks, but for some indulgent readers, 
these may not seem enough: and we must pro- 
ceed in the task, till we have settled Mr. Rose's 
Sretensions to accuracy on a still firmer foun- 
ation. And if we be thought minutely se- 
vere, let it be remembered that Mr. Rose is 
himself an accuser; and if there is justice 
upon earth, every man has a right to pull sto- 
len goods out of the pocket of him who cries, 
^'Stop tku/r 

In the story which Mr. Rose states of the 
seat in Parliament sold for five pounds (Jour- 
nal of the Commons, vol. v.), he is wrong, both 
in the sum and the volume. The sum is four 
pounds; and it is told, not in the fifth volume, 
but the first Mr. Rose states, that a perpetual 
txcise was granted to the crown, in lieu of the 
profits of the court of wards ; and adds, that 
the question in favour of the crown was car- 
ried by a majority «of two. The real fact is, 
that the half only of an excise upon certain 
articles was granted to government in lieu of 
these profits ; and this grant was carried with- 
otU a aivtmon. An attempt was made to grant 
the other half, and this tutu rugativcd by a ma- 
^"^y </ ^fjoo. The Journals are open ; — Mr. 
Rose reads them; — ^he is officially accurate. 
What can the meaning be of these most ex- 
traordinaiy mistakes 1 

Mr. Rose says that, in 1679, the writ de km- 

rtHeo etmburtndo had been a dead leUer for 

mojie than a. century. It wpuld have been ex- 



tremely agreeable to Mr. Bartholomew Legate^ 
if this had been the case; for, in 1612, he was 
burnt at Smithfield for being an Arian. Mr. 
Wightman would probably have participated 
in Uie satisfaction of Mr. Legate ; as he was 
burnt also, the same year, at Lichfield, for the 
same ofience. With the same correctness, 
this scourge of historians makes the Duke of 
Lauderdale, who died in 1682, a confidential 
adviser of James II. aAcr his accession in 1689. 
In page 13, he quotes, as written by Mr. Fox, 
that which was written by Lord Holland. 
This, however, is a familiar practice with him. 
Ten pages afterward, in Mr. Fox's History, he 
makes the same mistake. "Mr. Fox added" — 
whereas it was Lord Holland that added. The 
same mistake again, in p. 147 of his own book; 
and after this, he makes Mr. Fox the person 
who selected the appendix of Barillon's pa- 
pers; whereas it is particularly stated in the 
preface to the History, that this appendix was 
selected by Laing. 

Mr. Rose affirms, that compassing to levy 
war against the king was made high treason 
by the statute of 25 Edward the Third; and, 
in support of this afiirmation, he cites Coke 
and Blackstone. His stem antagonist, a pro- 
fessional man, is convinced he has read nei- 
ther. The former says, "a compaasine to key 
war is no freaaorij" (Inst 3, p. 9 ;) and Black- 
stone, ''a bare conspiracy to levy war does 
not amount to this species of treason." (Com. 
iv. p. 82.) This really does not look as if the 
Seqeant had made out his assertion. 

Of the bill introduced in 1685, for the pre- 
servation of the person of James II<^ Mr. Rose 
observes — ** Mr. Fox has not told us for which 
of our modem statutes this bill was used as a 
model ; and it will be difficult for any one to 
show such an instance." It might have been 
thought, that no pradent man would have made 
such a challenge, without a tolerable certainty 
of the ground upon which it was made. Ser- 
jeant Heywood answers the challenge by cit- 
ing the 36 Geo. HI. c 7, which is a mere copy 
of the act of James. 

In the fifth section of Mr. Rose's work is 
contained his grand attack upon Mr. Fox for 
his abuse of Sir Patrick Hume ; and his obser- 
vations upon this point admit of a fourfold an- 
swer. 1st, Mr. Fox docs not use the words 
quoted by Mr. Rose ; 2dly, He makes no men- 
tion whatever of Sir Patrick Hume in the pas- 
sage cited by Mr. Rose; 3dly, Sir Patrick 
Hume is attacked by nobody in that history; 
ilhly. If he had been so attacked he would 
have deserved it The passage from Mr. Fox 
is this: — 

'* In recounting the failure of his expedition, 
it is impossible for him not to touch upon what 
he deemed the misconduct of his friends; and 
this is the subject upon which, of all others, 
his temper must have been most irritable. A 
certain description of friends (the words de- 
scribing .them are omitted) were all of them* 
without exception, his greatest enemies, both 

to betray and destroy him : and and 

(the names again omitted^ were the greatest 
cause of his rout, and his being taken, tliough 
not designedly, he acknowledges, but by igno- 
rance, cowardice, and faction. This sentence 
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bad scarce escaped him, when, notwithstand- 
ing the qualifying words with which his can- 
d<mr has acquitted the last mentioned persons of 
intentional treaekeryf it appeared too harsh to 
bis gentle nature ; and, declaring himself dis- 
pleased with the hard epithets he had used, he 
desires Uiat they may be put out of any ac- 
connt that is to be given of these transactions.** 
— Beywood^ p. 365, 366. 

Aisyle names neither the description of 
friends who were his greatest enemies, nor the 
two individuals who were the principal cause 
of the failure of his scheme. Mr. Fox leaves 
the blanks as he finds them. But two notes 
are added by the editor, which Mr. Rose might 
have observed arc marked with an E. In the 
latter of them we are told, that Mr. Fox ob- 
serves, in a private letter, " Cochrane and Hume 
certaiuly filled up the two principal blanks." 
But is this communication of a privslte letter 
any part of Mr. Fox's history? And would it 
not have been equally fair in Mr. Rose to have 
commented upon any private conversation of 
Mr. Fox, and then to jfiave called it his history! 
Or, if Mr. Fox had filled up the blanks in the 
body of his history, does it follow that he adopts 
Argyle's censure because he shows against 
whom it is levelled ? Mr. Rose has described 
the charge against Sir Patrick Hume to be, of 
faction, cowardice, and treachery, Mr. Rose 
has more than once altered the terms of a pro- 
position before he has proceeded to answer it ; 
and, in this instance, the charge of treachery 
against Sir Patrick Hume is not made either 
in Argyle's letter, Mr. Fox's text, or the editors 
note, or any where but in the imagination of 
Mr. Rose. The sum of it all is, that Mr. Rose 
first supposes the relation of Argyle's opinion 
to be the expression of the relator's opinion, 
that Mr. Fox adopts Argyle's insinuations be- 
cause he explains them ; — then he looks upon 
a quotation from a private letter, made by the 
editor, to be the same as if included in a work 
intended for publication by the author ; — then 
he remembers that he is the sole executor of 
Sir Patrick's grandson, whose blank is so 
filled up ; — and goes on blundering and blub- 
bering, — grateful and inaccurate, — teeming 
with false quotations and friendly recollections 
to the conclusion of his book. MuUa gemens 
ignominiam. 

Mr. Rose came into possession of the Earl 
of Marchmont's papers, containing, among 
other things, the narrative of Sir Patrick Hume. 
He is very severe upon Mr. Fox for not having 
be^n more diligent in searching for original 

gapers ; and observes, that if any application 
ad been made to him (Mr. Rose), this narra- 
tive should have been at Mr. Fox's service. 
We should be glad to know, if Mr. Rose saw a 
person tumbled into a ditch, whether he would 
wait for a regular application till he pulled 
him out? Or, if he happened to espy the lost 
piece of silver for which the good woman was 
diligently sweeping the house, would he wait 
for formal interrogation before he imparted his 
discovery, and suffer the lady to sweep on till 
the question had been put to him in the most 
solemn forms of politeness 1 The established 
practice, we admit, is to apply, and to apply 
rigoronslx »ad incessaatlf, tor aineenn piacei 



and pensions^r they cannot be had. This is 
true enough. But did any human being evei 
think of carrying this practice into literature, 
and compelling another to make interest foi 
papers essential to the good conduct of his 
undertaking? We are perfectly astonished at 
Mr. Rose's conduct in this particular; and 
should have thought that the ordinary exercise 
of his good nature would have led him to a 
very different way of acting. 

** On the tehoh, and itpon the moti attentive rew- 
iideration of every thing tehieh hat been wriltien 
upon the nijectt there does not appear to havo 
been any intention of applying torture in the 
case of the Earl of Argyle." {Roee, p. 183.) If 
this every Mtng had included the following extract 
from BarHlon, the above cited, and very dis- 
graceful inaccuracy of Mr. Rose would have 
been spared. ''The Earl of Argyle has been 
executed at Edinburgh, and has leA a full con- 
fession in writing, in which he discovers all 
those who have assisted him with money, and 
have aided his designs. This hae saved him 
from the torture.^ And Argyle, in his letter to 
Mrs. Smith, confesses he has made discoveries. 
In his very inaccurate history of torture in the 
southern part of this island, Mr. Rose says, 
that except in the case of Felton, — in the at- 
tempt to introduce the civil law in Henry VI.'s 
reign, — and in some cases of treason in Mary's 
reign, torture was never attempted in this 
country. The fact, however, is, that ia the 
reign of Henry VIII., Anne Askew was tor* 
tured by the chancellor himself. Simson was 
tortured in 1558; Francis Throgmorton in 
1671 ; Charles Baillie, and Banastie, the Duke 
of Norfolk's servant, were tortured in 1581 ; 
Cam pier, the Jesuit, was put upon the rack ; 
and Dr. Astlow is supposed to have been 
racked in 1558. So much for Mr. Roae as the 
historic of punishments. We have seen him» 
a few pages before, at the stake,— where he 
makes quite as bad a figure as he does now 
upon the rack. Precipitation and error are 
his foibles. If he were to write the history of 
sieges, he would forget the siege of Troy; — if 
he were making a list of poets, he would leave 
out Virgil r—Csesar would not appear in his 
catalogue of generals ; — and Newton would be 
overlooked in his collection of eminent mathe* * 
maticians. 

In some cases, Mr. Rose is to be met onlr 
with flat denial. Mr. Fox does not call the sol* 
diers who were defending James against Ai^- 
gyle authorized assassins ; but he uses that ex- 
pression against the soldiers who were murder* 
ing the peasants, and committing every sort of 
licentious cruelty in the twelve counties given 
up to military execution; and this Mr. Rose 
must have known, by using the most ordinaiy 
diligence in the perusal of the text* — and 
would have known it in any other history thaa 
that of Mr. Fox. 

"Mr. Rose, in his concluding paragrapa, 
boasts of his speaking * impersonally,' and he 
hopes it will be allowed justly, when he makes 
a general observation respecting the proper 
province of. history. But the last sentence 
evidently shows that, thou|;h ha m^\ ^ 
speaking juslly, Yia "waa nox wj«sSe8d% wp*« 
sonoHy, if by thal^ot^ VamftWBX^-wcaMwX^t^a^ 
1^ 
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rence to any person. His words are, *But 
history cannot connect itself with party, with- 
out forfeiting its name ; without departing from 
the trath, the dignity, and the usefulness of its 
Ainctions.' AAer the remarks he has made in 
some of his preceding pages, and the apology 
he has offered for Mr. Fox, in his last preceding 
paragraph, for having been mistaken in his 
Tiew of some leading points, there can be no 
difficulty in concluding, that this general ob- 
servation is meant to be applied to the histori- 
cal work. The charge intended to be insinu- 
ated must be, that, in Mr. Fox's hands, history 
has forfeited the name by being connected with 
party; and has departed from the truth, the 
dignity, and the usefulness of its functions. It 
were to be wished that Mr. Rose had explained 
himself more fully; for, after assuming that 
the applicatron of this observation is too ob- 
vious to be mi.staken, there still remains some 
difficulty with respect to its meaning. If it is 
confined to such publications as are written 
under the title of histories, but are intended to 
serve the purposes of a party; and truth is 
sacrificed, and facts perverted, to defend and 
give currency to their tenets, we do not dispute 
its propriety; but, if that is the character which 
Mr. Rose would give to Mr. Fox's labours, he 
has Dot treated him with candour, or even 
common justice. Mr. Rose has never, in any 
one instance, intimated that Mr. Fox has wil- 
fully departed from truth, or strayed from the 
proper province of history, for the purpose of 
indulging his private or party feelings. But, 
if Mr. Rose intends that the observation should 
be applied to all histories, the authors of which 
have felt strongly the influence of political 
connections and principles, what must become 
of most of the histories of England ? Is the 
title of historian to be denied to Mr. Home ? 
and in what class are to be placed Bfchard, 
Kenuety Rapin, Dalrymple, or Macpherson? 
In this point of view the principle laid down is 
too broad. A person, though connected with 
party, may write an impartial history of events 
which occurred a century before ; and, till this 
last sentence, Mr. Rose has not ventured to 
intimate that Mr. Fox has not done so. On the 
contrary, he has declared his approbation of a 
.great portion of the work ; and his attempts to 
discover material errors in the remainder have 
uniformly failed in every particular. If it 
might be assumed that there existed in the book 
no faults, besides those which the scrutinizing 
eye of Mr. Rose has discovered, it might be 
Justly deemed the most perfect work that ever 
came from the press; for not a single devia- 
tion from the strictest duty of an historian has 
been pointed out ; while instances .of candour 
and impartiality present themselves in almost 
trery page; and Mr. Rose himself has ac- 
knowledged and applauded many of them." — 
(pp^W-«424.) V 

These extracts from both books are sufficient 
Id show the nature of Serjeant Heywood's ex- 
amination of Mr. Rose^the boldness of this 
latter gentleman's assertions,— and the extreme 
inaccuracy of the researches upon which these 
assertions arc founded. If any creclit could be 
gmioedfrom soch a hook ms Mr. Rose has pub- 1 



' lished, it could be gained frotti accuracy alone. 
Whatever the execution of his book had been, 
the world would have remembered the infinite 
disparity of the two authors, and the long po- 
litical opposition in which they lived — if that, 
indeed, can be called opposition, where the 
thunderbolt strikes, and the clay yields. They 
would have remembered also that Hector was 
dead ; and that every cowardly Grecian could 
now thrust his spear into the hero's body. But 
still, if Mr. Rose had really succeeded in ex- 
posing the inaccuracy of Mr. Fox, — if he 
could have fairly shown that authorities were 
overlooked, or slightly examined, or wilfully 
perverted, — the incipient feelings to which 
such a controversy had given birth must have 
yielded to the evidence of facts ; and Mr. Fox, 
however qualified in other particulars, must 
have appeared totally defective in that laborious 
industry and scrupulous good faith so indis- 
pensable to every historian. But he absolutely 
comes out of the contest not worse even in a 
single tooth or nail — unvilified even by a wrong 
date — without one misnofaier proved upon him 
—immaculate in his years and days of the 
month — blameless to the most musty and 
limited pedant that ever yellowed himself 
amidst rolls and records. 

But how fares it with his critic 1 He rests 
his credit with the world as a man of labour, — 
and he turns out to be a careless inspector of 
proofs, and an historical sloven. The species 
of talent which he pretends to is humble, — 
and he possesses'it not. He has not done that 
which all men may do, and which every man 
ought to do, who rebukes his superiors for 
not doing it. His claims, too, it should be 
remembered, to these e very-day qualities, are 
by no means enforced with gentleness and 
humility. He is a braggadocio of minuteness 
— a swaggering chronologer ;— a man bristling 
up with small facts — prurient with dates — 
wantoning in obsolete evidence — loftily dull, 
and haughty in his drudgery ;— and yet all this 
is pretence. Drawing is no very unusual 
power in animals ; but he cannot draw ; he is 
not even the ox which he is so fond of being. 
In attempting to vilify Mr. Fox, be has only 
shown us that there was no labour from which 
that great man shrunk, and that no object con- 
nected with his history was too minute for his 
investigation. He has thoroughly convinced 
us that Mr. Fox was as industrious, and os ac- 
curate, as if these were the only qualities upon 
which he had ever rested his hope of fortune 
or of fame. Such, indeed, are the customa#y 
results when little people sit down to debase 
the characters of great men, and to exalt them- 
selves upon the ruins of what they have pulled 
down. They only provoke a spirit of inquiry, 
which places every thing in its true light and 
magnitude, — shows those who appear little to 
be still less, and displays new and unexpected 
excellence in others who were before known 
to excel. These are the usual consequences 
of such attacks. The fame of Mr. Fox has 
stood this, and will stand much ruder shocks. 

iVbfi hiemet iUam, non fahra neque imbrea 
Convellunt ; immota manet, multMOue per anno$ 
MuUa vifAm volvetu durando smcula wneit. 
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MAD QUAKERS/ 

[EDnrBUXGB Rbtisw, 1814.] 



' Tm Qaakcrs always seem to succeed io any 
institation which they undertake. The gaol at 
Philadelphia will remain a lasting monument 
of their skill and patience ; and, in the plan 
and conduct of this retreat for the insane, they 
have evinced the same wisdom and perse- 
rerance. 

The present account is given us by Mr. 
Take, a respectable tea-dealer, living in York, 
—and given in a manner which we are quite 
rare the most opulent and important of his 
customers could not excel. The long account 
of the subscription, at the beginning of the 
book, is evidently made tedious for the Quaker 
market; and Mr. Tuke is a little too much 
addicted to quoting. Bat, with these trifling 
exceptions, his book does him very great 
credit; — ^it l^ full of good sense and humanity, 
right feelings and rational views. The retreat 
for insane Quakers is situated about a mile 
from the city of York, upon an eminence com- 
manding the adjacent country, and in the midst 
of a garden and fields belonging to the institu- 
tion. The great principle on which it appears 
to be conducted is that of kindness to the pa- 
tients. It does not appear to them, because a 
man is mad upon one particular subject, that 
he is to be considered in a state of complete 
mental degradation, or insensible to the feel- 
ings of kindness and gratitude. When a mad- 
man doex not do what he is bid to do, the 
shortest method, to be sure, is to knock him 
down ; and straps and chains are the species 
of prohibition which are the least frequently 
disregarded. But the Society of Priends seem 
rather to consult the interest of the patient 
than the ease of his keeper ; and to aim at the 
government of the insane, by creating in them 
Uie kindest disposition towards those who have 
the command over them. Nor can any thing 
be more wise, humane, or interesting, than the 
strict attention to the feelings of their patients 
which seems to prevail in their institutions. 
The following specimens of their disposition 
upon this point we have great pleasure in lay- 
ing before our readers : — 

••The smallness of the court," says Mr. Tuke, 
•would be a serious defect, if it was not 
generally compensated by taking such patients 
u are suiuble into the garden ; and by fre- 
quent excursions into the cicy, or the surround- 
ing country, and into the fields of the institu- 
tion. One of these is surrounded by a walk 
faiterspersed with trees and shrubs. 

••The superintendent has also endeavoured 
Io famish a source of amusement to those pa- 

• i}$mripii»* tf tk» iUtrmt, m hutitiitiam umr Ttrk, 
/•r AwMC Pennu of tk§ SoeUty of Fritnds. CtnUining' 
M flccMme of it* Origin mnd Progrtn.tU Moiu «f Troat- 
mtu, mmd • MuOitmtmi t^ Cmm. By lAHuaii Tuas. 
Tafk.l«ia. 



tients whose walks are necessarily mora eir 
cumscribed, by supplying each of the conrli 
with a number of animals, saeh as rabbitft 
sea gulls, hawks, and poultry. Theae crec* 
tures are generally very familiar with thp 
patients ; and it is believed they are not oolf 
the means of innocent pleasure, but that the 
intercourse with them sometimes tends to 
awaken the social and benevolent feelings.'*"^ 
(p. 95, 96.) 

Chains are never permitted at the Retreat; 
nor is it left to the option of the lower attend- 
ants when they are to impose an additional 
degree of restraint upon the patients; and this 
compels them to pay attention to the feelingb 
of the patients, and to attempt to gain an influ- 
ence over them by kindness. Patients who 
are not disposed to injure themselves are merely 
confined by the strait waistcoat, and left 16 
walk about the room, or lie down on the bed* 
at pleasure; and even in those eases whera 
there is a strong tendency to self-destractioD, 
as much attention is paid to the feelin|s txA 
ease of the patient as it eonsittoat with hia 
safety. 

••Except in cases of violent mania, which is 
far from being a fVequent recurrence at the 
Retreat, coercion, when requisite, is consideteil 
as a necessary evil ; that is, it is thought ab- 
stractedly to have a tendency to retard the cure» 
by opposing the influence of the moral rem^ 
dies employed. It is therefore used very spar- 
ingly ; and the superintendent has often assured 
me, that he would, rather run some risk than 
have recourse to restraint where it was not 
absolutely necessary, except in those cases' 
where it was likely to have a salutary moral 
tendency. 

•"! feel no small satisfaction in stating, tipoii 
the authority of the superintendents, that dar- 
ing the last year, in which the number of pia- 
tients has generally been sixty-four, there h«i 
not been occasion to seclude, on an avera^^ 
two patients at one time. I am also able to 
state, that although it is occasionally necessai^ 
to restrain, by the waistcoat, straps, or other 
means, several patients at one time, yet thit 
the average nuqjber so restrained does not ex- 
ceed four, including those who are secluded. 

•• The safety of those who attend upon the 
insane is certainly an object of great impoit- 
ance ; but it is worthy of inquiry whether it 
may not be attained without materially inter* 
feringwith another object,— the recovery of the 
patient It may also deserve inquiry, whether 
the extensive practice of coercion, which ob- 
tains in some institutions, does not arise fmia 
erroneous views of the character of insane 
persons; from indifierence to their comfort* 
or from having rendered coercion neeessair 
by previous unkind trealmftoti 
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«Thc power of judicious kindness over this 
unhappy class of society is much greater than 
is generally imagined. It is, perhaps, not too 
much to apply to kind treatment the words of 
our great poet, — . ^ 

Tbe clasping cbarm, and thaw tbe numbing nwr' 



sll.' 



"In no instances has this power been more 
itrikingly displayed, or exerted with more 
beneficial eflFects, than in those deplorable 
oases in which the patient refuses to take food. 
The kind persuasions and ingenious arts of the 
saperinlendents have been singularly success- 
ful in overcoming this distressing symptom; 
and very few instances now occur in which it 
ia necessary to employ violent means for sup- 
plying the patient with food, 

«* Some patients, who refuse to partake of the 
family meals, are induced to eat by being taken 
into the larder, and there allowed to help them- 
selves. Some are found willing to eat when 
food is left with them in their rooms, or when 
they can obtain it unobserved by their attend- 
ants. Others, whose determination is stronger, 
are frequently induced, by repeated persuasion* 
to take a small quantity of nutritious liquid ; 
and it is equally true in these, as in general 
cases, that every breach of resolution weakens 
the power and disposition to resistance. 

<* Sometimes, however, persuasion seems to 
strengthen the unhappy determination. In one 
of these cases the attendants were completely 
weaned with their endeavours ; and, on remov- 
ing the food, one of them took a piece of meat 
which had been repeatedly ofiered to the pa^ 
tient, and threw it under the fire-grate, at the 
same time exclaiming that she should- not have 
it. The poor creature, who seemed governed 
by the rule of contraries, immediately rushed 
iVom her seat, seized the meat from the ashea, 
uid devoured it. For a short time she was 
induced to eat, by the attendants availing 
themselves of this contrary disposition ; but it 
was soon rendered unnecessary by the removal 
of this unhappy feature of the disorder."— (p. 
166, 167, 168, 169.) 

When it is deemed necessary to apply any 
mode of coercion, such an overpowering force 
is employed as precludes all possibility of suc- 
cessful resistance ; and most commonly, there- 
fore, extinguishes every idea of making any 
aft all. An attendant upon a madhouse ex- 
poses himself to some risk — and to some he 
ought to expose himself, or he is totally unfit 
UfK bis situation. If the security of the attend* 
aiMs were the only object, the situation of the 
patients would soon become truly desperate. 
The business is, not to risk nothing, but not lo 
rii^ too much. The generosity of the Quaker?, 
aBd their courage in managing mad people, 
lire placed, by this institution, in a very strik* 
iag point of view. This cannot be better illus- 
tmed than by the two following cases >— 

"The superintendent was one day walking 
ia a field adjacent to the house, in company 
WBth a patient who was apt to be vindictive on 
very slight occasions. An exciting circum- 
stance occurred. The maniac retired a few 
paoes, and seized a large stone, which he im- 
m^iatelj held up, as in the act of throwing 



at his companion. The superintendent, in no 
(le^Tce ninied, fixed his eye upon the patient, 
a.ii?i in a resolute tone of voice, at the same 
lime aidvancing, commanded him to lay down 
the stone. As he approached, the hand of the 
lunatic gradually sunk from its threatening 
position, and permitted the stone to drop to the 
l^round. He then submitted to be quieUy led 
to his apartment ' 

"Some years ago, a man, about thirty-four 
vears of age, of almost herculean size and 
htm re, was brought to the house. He had 
tieen afflicted several times before; and so 
cunstantly, during the present attack, had he 
been kept chained, that his clothes were con- 
it ived to be taken ofi'and put on by means of 
Mdngs, without removing his manacles. They 
^^ ere, however, taken off when he entered the 
Retreat, and he was ushered into the apart- 
ment where the superintendents were supping. 
He was calm: his attention appeared to be 
arrested by his new situation. He was de- 
sired to join in the repast, during which he 
behaved with tolerable propriety. After it was 
concluded the superintendent conducted him 
to his apartment, and told him the circum- 
stances on which his treatment would depend; 
that it was his anxious wish lo make every 
inhabitant in the house as comfortable as pos- 
sible ; and that he sincerely hoped the patient's 
conduct would render it unnecessary for him 
lo have recourse to coercion. The maniac was 
sensible of the kindness of his treatment. He 
promised to restrain himself; and he so com- 
pletely succeeded, that, during his stay, no coer- 
cive means were ever employed towards him. 
This case affords a striking example of the effi- 
cacy of mild treatment The patient was fre- 
quently very vociferous, and threatened his at- 
tendants, who, in their defence, were ver>' desir- 
ous of restraining him by the jacket The super- 
intendent on these occasions went to his apart- 
ment: and though the first sight of him seemed 
rather to increase the patient's irritation, yet, 
after sitting some time quietly beside him, the 
violent excitement subsided, and he would 
listen with attention to the persuasions and 
arguments of his friendly visitor. After such 
conversations the patient was generally better 
for some days or a week; and in about four 
months he was discharged perfectly recovered. 
"Can it be doubted that, in this case, !he 
disease had been greatly exasperated by ilie 
mode of management] or that the subsequent 
kind treatment had a great tendency to pro- 
mote his recovery r*— (p. 172, 173, 146, 147.) 
And yet, in spile of this apparent contempt 
of danger, for eighteen years not a single acci- 
dent has happened to the keepers. 

In the day rcx^m the sashes are made of 
cast-iron, and give to the building the security 
of bars, without their unpleasant appearance. 
With the same laudable attention to the feel- 
ings of these poor people, the straps of their 
strait waistcoats are made of some showy 
colour, and are not unfrequently considered 
by them as ornaments. No advantage what- 
ever has been found to arise from reasoning 
with patients on their particular delusions : it 
is found rather to exasperate than convince 
them. Indeed, that state of mind would hardly 
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deserve the name of insanity where argument 
was saflicient for the refutation of error. 

The classification of patients according to 
their degree of convalescence is very properly 
attended to at the Retreat, and every assist- 
ance given to returning reason by the force of 
example. We were particularly pleased with 
the following specimens of Quaker sense and 
humanity :^ 

"The female superintendent, who possesses 
an uncommon share of benevolent activity, 
and who has the chief management of the fe- 
male patients, as well as of the domestic de- 
partment, occasionally gives a general invita- 
tion to the patients to a tea-party. All who 
attend dress in their best clothes, and vie with 
each other in politeness and propriety. The 
best fare is provided, and the visitors are 
treated with all the attention of strangers. The 
evening grenerally passes in the greatest har- 
mony and enjoyment It rarely happens that 
any unpleasant circumstance occurs. The 
patients control, in a wonderful degree, their 
different propensities; and the scene is at 
once curious and afifectingly gratifying. 

" Some of the patients occasionally pay visits 
to their friends in the city; and female visitors 
are appointed every month by the committee 
to pay visits to those of their own sex, to con- 
verse with them, and to propose to the super- 
intendents, or the committee, any improve- 
ments which may occur to them. The visitors 
sometimes take tea with the patients, who are 
much gratified with the attention of their 
friends, and mostly behave with propriety. 

"It will be necessary here to mention that 
the visits of former intimate friends have fre- 
quently been attended with disadvantage to 
the patients, except when convalescence had 
so far advanced as to afibrd a prospect of a 
speedy return to the bosom of society. It is, 
however, very certain that, as soon as reason 
beeins to return, the conversation of judicious 
indifferent persons greatly increases the com- 
fort, and is considered almost essential to the 
recovery of many patients. On this account 
ihecnnvalesccnts of every class are frequently 
intrruluced into the society of the rational 
parts of the family. They are also permitted 
to sit up till the usual time for the family to 
retire to rest, and are allowed as much liberty 
as their state of mind will admit." — (p. 178, 
179.) 

To the efifects of kindness in the Retreat are 
superadded those of constant employment. 
The female patients are employed as much as 
possible in sewing, knitting, and domestic 
affairs ; and several of the convalescents assist 
the attendants. For the men are selected those 
species of bodily employments most agreeable 
to the patient, and most opposite to the illu- 
sions of his disease. Though the effect of 
fear is not excluded from the institution, yet 
the lore of esteem is considered as a still more 
powtrfal principle. 

"That fear is not the only motive which 
operates in producing self-restraint in the 
minds of maniacs, is evident from its being 
•flMi.fXttraisad in tiaiffpreMcnoe of stnagon 

^S-^?^: -.: •-. .*.. .. . . : . . . 



'who are merely passing through the house; 
! and which, I presume, can only be accounted 
for from that desire of esteem which has been 
stated to be a powerful motive to conduct 

" It is, probably, from encouraging the action 
of this principle, that so much advantage has 
been found, m this institution, from treating 
the patient as much in the manner of a rationu 
being as the state of his mind will possibly 
allow. The superintendent is particularly at- 
tentive to this point in his conversation with 
the patients. He introduces such topics as he 
knows will most interest them ; and which, at 
the same time, allows them to display their 
knowledge to the greatest advantage. If the 
patient is an agriculturist, he asks him ques- 
tions relative to his art ; and frequently con- 
sults him upon any occasion in which his 
knowledge may be useful. I have heard one 
of the worst patients in the house, who, pre- 
viously to his indisposition, had been a consi- 
derable grazier, give very sensible directions 
for the treatment of a diseased cow. 

" These considerations are undoubtedly very 
material as they regard the comfort of insane 
persons ; but they are of far greater import- 
ance as they relate to the cure of the disorder. 
The patient, feeling himself of some conse- 
quence, is induced to support it by the exertion 
of his reason, and by restraining those dispo- 
sitions which, if indulged, would lessen the 
respectful treatment he receives, or lower his 
character in the eyes of his companions and 
attendants. 

"They who are unacquainted with the cha- 
racter of insane persons are very apt to con- 
verse with them in a childish, or, which is 
worse, in a domineering manner ; and hence 
it has been frequently remarked, by the pa- 
tients at the Retreat, that a stranger who has 
visited them seemed to imagine they were 
children. 

"The natural tendency of such treatment is 
to degrade the mind of the patient, and to 
make him indifferent to those moral feelings 
which, under judicious direction and encou- 
ragement, are fount! capable, in no small de- 
gree, to strengthen the power of self-restraint, 
and which render the resort to coercion in many 
cases unnecessary. Even when it is absolutely 
requisite to employ coercion, if the patient pro- 
mises to control himself on its removal, great 
confidence is generally placed upon his word. 
I have known patients, such is their sense of 
honour and moral obligation under this kind 
of engagement, hold, for a long time, a sue* 
cessful struggle with the violent propensities 
of their disorder ; and such attempts ought to 
be sedulously encouraged by the attendant 

" Hitherto we have chiefljr considerctl those 
modes of inducing the patient to control hii 
disordered propensities which arise I'mm an 
application to the general powers of the mind; 
but considerable advantage may certainly be 
derived, in this part of moral management, 
from an acquaintance with the previous habits 
manners, and prejudices of the individual. 
Nor must we forijet to call to our aid. in cii- 
(Icavnurinjj to promote sclt-n*NU"vu\\,vV\<>. \\\A\ 
but poworlui mWxuMvcc vA' \V ^vi'v* >;»* »^ ^^vv^ 
holy religion. Y^\iwe\iMi^\^\N<i\«tt\i.^^^^^v^^ 
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imbned in early life, thej become little less 
than principles of oar nature : and their re- 
straining power is Arequentl^ felt, eren under 
the delirious excitement of msanity. To en* 
courage the influence of religious principles 
OTer title mind of the insane is considered of 
great consequence as a means of cure. For 
Uiis purpose, as well as for otliers still more 
important, it is certainly right to promote in 
the patient an attention to his accustomed 
modes of paying homage to his Maker. 

^ Many patients attend the religious meet- 
ings of the society held in the city ; and most 
of them are assembled, on a first day after- 
noon, at which time the superintendent reads 
to them several chapters in the Bible. A pro- 
found silence generally ensues ; during which, 
a^ well as at the time of reading, it is very 
gratifying to observe their orderly conduct, 
and the degree in which those who are much 
disposed to action restrain their different pro- 
peilSities.''^p. 158 — 161.) 

Very little dependence is to be placed on me- 
dicine alone for the cure of insanity. The ex- 
perience, at least, of this well-governed insti- 
tution is very unfavourable to its efficacy. 
Where an insane person happens to be dis- 
eased in body as well as in mind, medicine is 
not only of as great importance to him as to 
any other person, but much greater ; for the 
diseases of the body are commonly found to 
aggravate those of the mind ; but against mere 
insanity, unaccompanied by bodily derange- 
ment, it appears to be almost powerless. 

There is one remedy, however, which is very 
freiacntly emplt^yed at the Retreat, and which 
cipp»^ars to have been attended with the hap- 
piest effect, and that is the warm bath, — the 
least recommended, and the most important, 
of all remedies in melancholy madness. Un- 
der this mode of treatment, the number of re- 
covei ics, in cases of melanckoliaf has been very 
unusual ; thonj;h no advantage has been found 
from it in the case of mania. 

At the end of the work is given a table of 
all the cases which have occurred in the insti- 
tution from its first commencement. It appears 
that, from its opening in the year 1796 to the 
end of 1811, 149 patients have been admitted. 
Of this number 61 have been recent cases: 
31 of these patients have been maniacal ; of 
whom 2 have died, 6 remain, 21 have been 
discharp^ed perfectly recovered, 2 so much im- 

? roved as not to require further confinement 
'he remainder, 30 recent cases, have been 
those of melancholy madness ; of whom 5 have 
died, 4 remain, 19 have been discharged cured, 
and 2 so much improved as not to require 
further confinement The old cases, or, as 
they are commonly termed, incurable cases, 
are divided into 61 cases of mania, 21 of me- 
lancholia, and 6 of dementia ; afibrding the 
following tables :— 

« 11 died. 
81 remain in the house. 
6 have been removed by their friends im- 
proved- 
ID have been discharged perfectly recovered. 
4 so much improved as not to require for- 
*/ier condnemcaL" 



** MelanehoUa, 
** 6 died. 
6 remain. 

1 removed somewhat improved* 
6 perfectly cured* 

8 so much improved as not to require fiu> 
ther confinement" 

«2died. 

2 remain. 

. 2 discharged as unsuitable objects.** 

The following statement shows the ages of 
patients at present in the house : — 

« 16 to 20 inclusive 8 

20to80 — 8 

80 to 40 — 12 

40 to 60 — 7 

60 to 70 — 11 

70 to 80 — 4 

80 to 90 — 2" 

Of 79 patients it appears that 

*< 12 went mad from disappointed affectioiiB. 

2 from epilepsy. 
49 from constitutional causes. 

8 from failure in business. 

4 from hereditary disposition to madnesfc 

2 from injury of the skull. 

1 from mercury. 

1 from parturition." 

The following case is extremely curious; 
and we wish it had been authenticated by name, 
place, and signature. 

" A young woman, who was employed as a 
domestic servant by the father of the relator 
when he was a boy, became insane, and at 
length sunk into a 3tate of perfect idiocy. In 
this condition she remained for many years, 
when she was attacked by a typhus fever; 
and my friend, having then practised some 
time, attended her. He was surprised to ob- 
serve, as the fever advanced, a development 
of the mental powers. During that period of 
the fever, when others were delirious, this 
patient was entirely rational. She recognised 
in the face of her medical attendant the son of 
her old master, whom she had known so many 
years before; and she related many circum- 
stances respecting his family, and others which 
had happened to herself in her earlier days. 
But, alas ! it was only the gleam of reason. 
As the fever abated, clouds again enveloped 
the mind : she sunk into her former denlora- 
ble state, and remained in it until her death, 
which happened a few years afterwards. I 
leave to the metaphysical reader further spe- 
culation on this, certainly, very curious case.** 
—.(p. 187.) 

U]^on the whole, we have little doubt that 
this is the best managed asylum for the insane 
that has ever yet been established ; and a part 
of the explanation no doubt is, that the Quafcers 
take more pains than other people with their 
madmen. A mad Quaker belongs to a small 
and rich sect; and is, therefore, of greater im- 
portance than any other mad person of the 
. same degree in life. After every allowance, 
\)Mi^v«T«t«*w\njck«iA.lM made &r the fteUngi 
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of sectaries, exercised towards their own dis- 
ciples, the Qaakers, it mast be allowed, are a 
very charitable and humane people. They are 
alwajTS ready with their money, and, what is 
of far more importance, with their time and 
attention, for every variety of human mis- 
fortune. 

They seem to set themselves down systema- 
tically before the difficulty, with the ^e con- 
viction that it is to be lessened or subdued only 
by great labour and thought; and that it is 
always increased by indolence and neglect 
In this instance, they have set an example of 
courage, patience, and kindness, which cannot 
be too highly commended, or too widely dif- 



fused ; and which, we are convinced, will gra- 
dually bring into repute a milder and better 
method of treatiujg the insane. For the aver- 
sion to inspect jplaces of this sort is so great, 
and the temptation to neglect and oppress the 
insane so strong, both from the love of power, 
and the improbability of detection, that we 
have no doubt of the existence of great abuses 
in the interior of many madhouses. A great 
deal has been done for prisons ; but the order 
of benevolence has been broken through by 
this preference ; for the voice of misery may 
sooner come up from a dungeon, than the op- 
pression of a madman be healel by the hand 
of justiecf 



AMERICA.* 

[Edinbuboh Review, 1818.] 



Thiib four books are all -very well worth 
reading, to any person who feels, as we do, 
the importance and interest of the subject of 
which diey treat They contain a great deal 
of information and amusement; and will pro- 
bably decide the fate, and direct the footsteps, 
of many human beings, seeking a better lot 
than the Old World can afford them. Mr. Hall 
is a clever, lively man, very much above the 
common race of writers ; with very liberal and 
reasonable opinions, which he expresses with 
great boldness^ — and an inexhaustible fund of 
good humour. He has the elements of wit in 
him ; but sometimes is trite and flat when he 
means to be amusing. He writes verses, too, 
and is occasionally long and metaphysical: 
but, upon the whole, we think highly of Mr. 
Hall ; and deem him, if he is not more than 
twenty-five years of age, an extradrdinary 
youug man. He is not the less extraordinary 
for being a lieutenant of Light Dragoons — as 
it is certainly somewhat rare to meet with an 
original thinker, an indulgent judge of man- 
ners, and a man tolerant of neglect and famili- 
arity, in a youth covered with tags, feathers, 
and martial foolery. 

Mr. Palmer is a plain man, of good sense 
and slow judgment Mr. Bradbury is a bota- 
nist, who li^ed a good deal among the savages; 
but worth aticnding to. Mr. Fearon is a much 
abler writer than either of the two last, but no 

• 1. TVsvdt in Canada and tke United StaUs, in 1810 

flMT 1817. Ihr LlBUTEIf ANT FRANCIS Hall, I4th Lifllt 

Df iguu ng, H. P. London. Lonmnan 4t Co. 1818. 

t. J^mmal •/ TruvOt in tke United States of M'orth Ame- 
Hm, mnd in Lamer Canada, performed in tke fear 1817, 4*^. 

^8/ JoHir Palkbb. London. Sherwood, Neely & 
IM. iei8. 

S. jff Mkrm^va ef a Jonmey of Five Tkoneand MUet 
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tHalKifci. mmwaod^nraHr^Jtmn, 1817. 



lover of America^— and a little given to exag- 
geration in his views of vices and prejudices. 
Among other faults with which our govern- 
ment is chargeable, the vice of impertinence 
has lately crept into our cabinet; and the 
Americans have been treated with ridicule and 
contempt. But they are becoming a little too 
powerful, we take it, for this cavalier sort of 
management ; and are increasing with a rapi- 
dity which is really no matter of jocularity to 
us, or ^e other powers of the Old World. In 
1791, Baltimore contained 13,000 inhabitants; 
in 1810, 46,000 ; in 1817, 60,000. In 1790, it pos- 
sessed 13,000 tons of shipping ; in 1798, 69,000 ; 
in 1805, 72,000; in 1810, 103,444. The pro- 
gress of Philadelphia is as follows : — 

Hotuefl. InhabHams. 
•*In 1683 then were in the city 80 and 600 

1700 700 fi,00O 

1740 S,07« 15.000 

1760 8,969 , tO.OOO 

1760 4,474 30,000 

1776 5,460 40,000 

1783 6,000 43.000 

1800 13,000 00,000 

1810 SS,700 100,000 

"Now it is computed there are at least 
120,000 inhabitants in the city and suburbs, of 
which 10,000 are free coloured people." — Pa/- 
mer, p. 254, 255. 

The population of New York (t?ie city), in 
1805, was 60,000; it is now 120,000. Their 
shipping, at present, amounts to 300,000 tons. 
The population of the atide of New York was, 
at the accession of his present majesty, 87,000, 
and is now nearly 1,000,000. Kentucky, first 
settled in 1773, had, in 1792, a population of 
100,000; and in 1810, 406,000. Morse reckons 
the whole population of the western territory, 
in 1790, at 6,000; in 1810 it was near half a 
million ; and will probably exceed a million in 
1820. These, and a thousand other equally 

f The Society of Friends havebeen extremely Ibrta- 
ntte in the choice of their male and female anperintend- 
•ntf at the asylum, Mr. and Mra. Jeplwcm. \\.\a^<A.«ft.vs 
to find a greatei combVnaxVon ot iwA «fttA% ^^^^ V*^ 
feeling than thtte two petMfiA waftnax-^a^^^^vDi* 



108 



WOIOCS OP THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



strong proofs of their increasing strength, tend 
to extinguish pleasantry, and provoke thought. 
We were surprised and pleased to find from 
these accounts that the Americans on the Red 
River and the Arkansas River have begun to 
make sugar and wine. Their importation of 
wool into this country is becoming also an 
object of some consequence ; and they have 
inexhaustible supplies of salt and coal. But 
one of the great soorces of wealth in America 
is and will be an astonishing command of in- 
land navigation. The Mississippi, flowing 
from the north to the Gulf of Mexico, through 
seventeen degrees of latitude; the Ohio and 
the Alleghany almost connecting it vrith the 
Northern Lakes; the Wabash, the Illinois, the 
Missouri, the Arkansas, the Red River, flowing 
from the confines of New Mexico; — these 
rivers, aU navigable, and most of them already 
frequented by steamboats, constitute a facility 
of internal communication not, we believe, to 
be paralleled in the whole world. 

One of the great advantages of the American 
government is its cheapness. The American ] 
king has about 5000/. per annum, the vice-king | 
1000/. They hire their Lord Liverpool at 
about, a thousand per annum, and their Lord 
8idmouth (a good bargain) at the same sum. \ 
Their Mr. Crokers are inexpressibly reason- 
able, — somewhere about the price of an Eng- 
lish doorkeeper, or bearer of a mace. Life, 
however, seems to go on very well, in spite of I 
these low salaries; and the purposes of go- 
vernment to be very fairly answered. What- i 
ever may be the evils of universal suffrage in j 
other countries, they have not yfet been felt in | 
America ; and one thing at least is established 
by her experience, that this institution is not 
necessarily followed by those tumults, the 
dread of which excites so much apprehension 
in this country. In the most democratic states, 
where the payment of direct taxes is the only 
qualification of a voter, the elections are car- 
ried on with the utmost tranquillity; and the 
whole business, by takinc: votes in each parish 
or section, concluded all over the state in a 
single day. A great deal is said by Fearon 
about CauoM, the cant word of the Americans 
for the committees and party meetings in 
which the business of the elections is prepared 
— the influence of which he seems to consider 
as prejudicial. To us, however, it appears 
to be nothing more than the natural, fair, and 
unavoidable influence which talent, popularity 
and activity always must have upon such 
occasions. What other influence can the 
leading characters of the democratic party in 
Congress possibly possess t Bribery is entirely 
«)Ut of the question — equally so is the influence 
of family and fortune. What then can they 
do, with their caucus or without it, but recom- 
mend! And what charge is it against the 
American government to say that those mem- 
bers of whom the people have the highest 
opinion meet together to consult whom they 
shall recommend for president, and that their 
recommendation is successful in their differ- 
ent stales? Could anv friend to crood order 
i»v\/f of}f<*r rnrnns »r» be rmplovrd, or other re- 
su//'^ to follow? Ao salesman can wish to 
^xcJud^ rnatteaae, but onlj bttd iniltrencf ;— 



not the influence of sense and character, but 
the influence of money and punch. 

A very disgusting feature in the character 
of the present English government is its ex- 
treme timidity, and the cruelty and violence to 
which its timidity gives birth. Some hot- 
headed young person, in defending the princi- 
ples of liberty, and attacking those abuses 
to which all governments are liable, passes 
the bounds of reason and moderation, or is 
thought to have passed them by those whose 
interest it is to think so. What matters it 
whether he has or has not? You are strong 
enough to let him alone. With such institu- 
tions as ours he can do no mischief; perhaps 
he may owe his celebrity to your opposition ; 
or, if he must be opposed, write against him, 
— set Candidus, Scrutator, Vindex, or any of 
the conductitious penmen of government to 
write him down ; — any thing but the savage 
spectacle of a poor wretch, perhaps a very 
honest man, contending in vain against the 
weight of an immense government, pursued 
by a jealous attorney, and sentenced, by some 
candidate, perhaps, for the favour of the crown, 
to the long miseries of the dungeon.* A still 
more flagrant instance may be found in our 
late suspensions of the habeas corpus act 
Nothing was trusted to -the voluntary activity 
of a brave people, thoroughly attached to their 
government — nothing to the good sense and 
prudence of the gentlemen and yeomen of the 
country — nothing to a little forbearance, pa- 
tience, and watchfulness. There was no other 
security but despotism ; nothing but the aliena- 
tion of that right which no king nor minister 
can love, and which no human beings but the 
English have had the valour to win, and th« 
prudence to keep. The contrast between our 
government and that of the Americans, upon 
the subject of suspendincj the habeas corpus, 
is drawn in so very able a manner by Mr. 
Hall, that we must give the passage at large. 

" It has ever been the policy of the federal- 
ists to * strengthen the hands of government' 
No measure can be imagined more effectual 
for this purpose, than a law which gifts the 
ruling powers with infallibility; but no sooner 
was it enacted, than it revealed its hostility to 
the principles of the American syistem, by 



* A in^at deal te fald abont the Independence and ia- 
tegrity of Enflish judgei. In causes between Individuals 
they are strictiv independent nnd upright ; but they hav* 
■trong temptations to be otherwise, in case* where tb« 
crown prosecutes tor libel. Buch cases often InrolTe 
questions of party, nnd are viewed with great paasioa 
and agitation by the minister and his friends. JndfM 
have often fkvours to ask for their friends and (kmlliea, 
and dignities to aspire to for themselves. It is bninaB 
nature, that such power Ail motives should create a freat 
bias against the prisoner. Suppose the chief Justice of 
any court to be in an infirm state of health, and a (o> 
vernment Mbel -cause to be tried by one of the pultiM 
Judges,— of what immense importance Is it to that man 
to be called a strong flriend to govemment--how Injuri- 
ous to his natural and Ihir hopes to be.called lakewarm, 
or addicted to popular notions— ^nd how easily ibe run- 
ners of the government would attach such a character to 
bhn ! The useful inference ttom these observationa ia, 
that, in all rovernment cases, the Jury, instead of helaf 
Influenced by the cant phrases about the integrity or 
English Judges, should suspect the npemlion of surh 
motives— watch the Judgp with the most acute JeflkMisy 
— and compel him to lie honest, by throwing themselves 
\ taito the owQa\lA waW wImimvw Jm la IncUasd to to 
lotlienvliv. 
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generating oppression under the cloak of de- 
fending social order. 

" If there ever was a period when circnm- 
nances seemed to justify what are called ener- 
getic measures, it was during the administra- 
tions of Mr. Jefferson and his successor. A 
disastrous war began to rage, not only on the 
firontiers, but in the very penetralia of the re- 
public To oppose veteran troops, the ablest 
generals, and the largest dcets in the world, 
the American government had raw recruits, 
officers who had never seen an enemy, half a 
dozen frigates, and a population unaccustomed 
to sacrifices, and impatient of taxation. To 
crown these disadvantages, a most important 
section of the Union, the New England states, 
openly set up the standard of separation and 
rebellion. A convention sat for the express 
purpose of thwarting the measures of govern- 
ment; while the press and pulpit thundered 
every species of denunciation against whoever 
should assist their own country in the hour 
of danger.* And this was the work, not of 
jacobins and democrats, but of the stanch 
friends of religion and social order, who had 
been so zealously attached to the government, 
vfaile it was administered by their own party, 
Ihat they suffered not the popular breath * to 
visit the president's breech too roughly.' 

"The course pursued, both by Mr. Jefferson 
and Mr. Madison throughout this season of 
difficulty, merits the gratitude of their country, 
and the imitation of all governments pretend- 
mg to be free. 

•• So far were they from demanding any ex- 
traordinary powers from Congress, that they 
did not even enforce, to their full extent, those 
with which they were by the constitution in- 
vested. The process of reasoning, on which 
they probably acted, may be thus stated. The 
majority of the nation is with us, because the 
war is national. The interests of a mii^ority 
soffbr; and self-interest is clamorous when 
injored. It carries its opposition to an ex- 
treme inconsistent with its political duty. 
Shall we leave it in an undisturbed career of 
factiont or seek to put it down with libel and 
sedition laws 1 In the first case it will grow 
bohi from impunity ; its proceedings will be 
more and more outrageous : but every step it 
takes to Uiwart us will be a step in favour of 
the enemy, and, consequently, so much ground 
lost in public opinion. But, as public opinion 
is the only instrument by which a minority 
can convert a majority to its views, impunity, 
b¥ revealing its motives, affords the surest 
chance of defeating its intent. In the latter 
ease, we quit the ground of reason to take 
that of force ; we give the factious the advan- 
tage of seeming persecuted; by repressing 

* **Ia Boston, tMociationn were entered Into Tor the 
mtj ft me of preventinf the fillinff up of government 
MHM. loAvUnalfl dimowd to vubficrilie were obliiced 
I* <to ft ia Mcret, aiid conceal their namei, ai if the 
■dloa ted te«n dishonest/ '—FUe ' (Mive Branch,* p. 
SI7. At tbe same time, immense runs were made by 
dM BoatoB hsBks on those of the Centra! and Southern 
staUa ; wkUe the specie thas drained was transmitted to 
f*n^ih^ In payment for sraagKlcd goods and British iro- 
venment UUs, which were drawn in Qaebec, and dis- 
pam4 of to groat rfumbenf, on advantai^eous terms, to 
■oneyed asea in the states. Mr. Henry's mission is the 
best proof of tbe reiiult anticipated by oor govenment 
fcw tkem proceediif in New E ag laad 



intemperate disctission, we confess ourselves 
liable to be injured by it. If we seek to shield 
our reputation by a libel-law, we acknowledge, 
either that our conduct will not bear investi- 
gation, or that the people arc incapable of 
distinguishing betwixt truth and falsehood: 
but for a popular government to impeach the 
sanctity of the nation's judgment is to over- 
throw the pillars of its own elevation. 

"The event triumphantly proved the cor- 
rectness of this reasoning. The federalists 
awoke from the delirium of factious intoxica- 
tion, and found themselves covered with con- 
tempt and shame. Their country had been 
in danger, and they gloried in her distress. 
She had exposed herself to privations from 
which they had extracted profit. In her tri- 
umphs they had no part, except that of having 
mourned over and depreciated them. Since 
the war federalism has been scarcely heard 
of."--/fo//, 608— 511. 

The Americans, we believe, are the first 
persons who have discarded the tailor in the 
administration of justice, and his auxiliary 
the barber — two persons of endless importance 
in codes and pandects of Europe. A judge 
administers justice, without a calorific wig 
and particoloured gown, in a coat and pantap 
loons. He is obeyed, however; and life and 
property are not badly protected in the United 
States. We shall be rlenounced by the lau- 
reate as atheists and jacobins ; but we must 
say, that we have doubts whether one atom 
of useful influence is added to men in impor- 
tant situations by any colour, quantity, or con- 
figuration of cloth and hair. The true pro- 
gress of refinement, we conceive, is to discard 
all the mountebank drapery of barbarous 
ages. One row of gold and fur falls off aff^r 
another from the robe of power, and is picked 
up and worn by the parish beadle and the ex- 
hibitor of wild beasts. Meantime, the afflicted 
wiseacre mourns over equality of garment ; 
and wottelh not of two men, whose doublets 
have cost alike, how one shall command and 
the other obey. 

,The dress of lawyers, however, is, at all 
events, of less importance than their charges. 
Law is cheap in America: in England, it is 
better, in a mere pecuniary point of view, to 
give up forty pounds than to contend for it in 
a court of common law. It costs that sum in 
England to win a cause ; and, in the court of 
equity, it is better to abandon five hundred or 
a thousand pounds than to contend for it We 
mean to say nothing disrespectful of the chan- 
cellor — who is an upright judge, a very great 
lawyer, and zealous to do all he can ; but we 
believe the Court of Chancery to be in a state 
which imperiously requires legislative conec- 
tion. We do not accuse it of any malversa- 
tion, but of a complication, formality, entan- 
glement, and delay, which the life, the wealth, 
and the patience of man cannot endure. How 
such a subject comes not to have been taken 
up in the House of Commons, we are wholly 
at a loss to conceive. We feel for climbing 
boys as much as anybody can do ; but what 
is a climbing boy in a chimnev vo ^^wW-^wwxw 
suitor in the Masict's ottvc4. kxv^ -vV^w^^ 
comes it, in l\\e m\As\ ot Vet. v\iow*^\A c«i^ 
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passions and cHarities, that no Wilberforce, 
or Sister Fry, has started np for the suitors in 
Chancery 1* and why, in the name of these 
afflicted and attorney-worn people, are there 
united in their judge three or four offices, any 
one of which is sufficient to occupy the whole 
time of a very able and active man 1 

There are no very prominent men at present 
in America; at least none whose fame is 
strong enough for exportation. Monroe is a 
man of plain, unaffected good sense. Jeffer- 
son, we believe, is still alive ; and has always 
been more remarkable, perhaps, for the early 
share he took in the formation of the republic, 
than from any very predominant superiority 
of understanding. Mr. Hall made him a 
visit: — 

«* I slept a night at Monticello, and left it in 
the morning with such a feeling as the travel- 
ler quits the mouldering remains of a Grecian 
temple, or the pilgrim a fountain in the desert. 
It would indeed argue great torpor both of 
understanding and heart, to have looked with- 
out veneration and interest on the man who 
drew up the declaration of American indepen- 
dence ; who shared in the councils by which 
her freedom was established ; whom the un- 
bought voice of his fellow-cUizens called to the 
exercise of a dignity from which his own mo- 
deration impelled him, when such example 
was most salutary, to withdraw; and who, 
while he dedicates the evening of his glorious 
days to the pursuits of science and literature, 
shuns none of the humbler duties of private 
life ; but, having filled a seat higher than that 
of kings, succeeds with graceful dignity to 
that of the good neighbour, and becomes the 
friendly adviser, lawyer, physician, and even 
gardener of his vicinity. This is the * still 
small voice' of philosophy, deeper and holier 
than the lightnings and earthquakes which 
have preceded it. What monarch would ven- 
ture thus to exhibit himself in the nakedness 
of his humanity 1 On what royal brow would 
the laurel replace the diadem l^—iTa//, 384, 
886. 

Mr. Fearon dined with another of the Ex- 
Kings, Mr. Adams. 

" The ex-president is a handsome old gen- 
tleman of eighty-four; — his lady is seventy- 
*ix; — she has the reputation of superior ta- 
..ents, and great literary acquirements. I was 
not perfectly a stranger here ; as, a few days 
previous to this,! had received the honour of 
an hospitable reception at their mansion. 
Upon the present occasion the minister (the 
day being Sunday) was of the dinner party. 
As the table of a *late Kin^ may amuse 
some of you, take the following particulars : — 
first course, a pudding made of Indian com, 
molasses, and butter; — second, veal, bacon, 
neck of mutton, potatoes, cabbages, carrots, 

• Thii \m ntni one of the freat uncorrected erita of the 
country. Nothing can be ao utterly absurd aa to leave 
the bead of the Court of Chancery a political officer, and 
to aubjeet forty milllona of lititated property to all the 
delays and interrupilnna which are occasioned by his 

VMBt multiplicity of ofBces. (1839.)— The Chancellor 



and Indian beans; Madeira wine, of which 
each drank two glasses. We sat down to din- 
ner at one o'clock; at two, nearly all went 
a second time to church. For tea, we had 
pound-cake, sweet bread and butter, and bread 
made of Indian com and rye (similar to our 
brown home-made). Tea was brought from 
the kitchen, and handed round by a neat, white 
servant-girl. The topics of conversation were 
various — England, America, religion, politics, 
literature, science, Dr. Priestley, Miss Edge- 
worth, Mrs. Siddons, Mr. Kean, France, Shak- 
speare, Moore, Lord Bjnron, Cobbett, American 
I Revolution, the traitor General Arnold. 

I ''The establishment of this political patri- 
■ arch consists of a house two stories high, con- 
' taining, I believe, eight rooms ; of two men and 
! three maid-servants ; three horses, and a plain 
'. can'iage. How great is the contrast between 
' this individual — a man of knowledge and in« 
I formation — without pomp, parade, or vicious 
I and expensive establishments, as compared 
I with the costly trappings, the depraved cha- 
i racters, and the profligate expenditure of — 

house, and ! What a lesson in thii 

does America teach ! There are now in this 
land no less than three Cincinnati!"— -Feonon, 
111—113. 

The travellers agree, we think, in complain- 
ing of the insubordination of American child- 
ren — and do not much like American ladies* 
In their criticisms upon American gasconade, 
they forget that vulgar people of all countries aie 
full of gasconade. The Americans love titles. 
The following extract from the Boston Senti- 
nel of last August (1817), is quoted by Mr 
Fearon. 

" * Dinner to Mr, Adama, — ^Yesterday a pub- 
lic dinner was given to the Iktru John Q. 
Adams, in the Exchange Cofiee-House, by 
his fellow-citizens of Boston. The Hmu Wm« 
Gray presided, assisted by the Han* Harrison 
Gray Otis, George Blake, Esq., and the Hon. 
Jonathan Mason, vice-presidents. Of the 
guests were, the Hon. Mr. Adams, late presi- 
dent of the United States, his ExeeUeney Go- 
vernor Brooks, his Honour Lt. Gov. Phillips, 
Chief Justice Parker, Judge Story, President 
Kirkland, Gen. Dearborn, Com. Hull, Gen. 
Miller, several of the reverend clergy, and 
many public officers, and strangers of emi- 
nence.* " 

They all, in common with Mr. Biricbeck^ 
seem to be struck with the indolence of th« 
American character. Mr. Fearon makes the 
charge ; and gives us below the right expla- 
nation of its cause. 

** The life of boarders at an American tavern 
presents the most senseless and comfortless 
mode of killing time which I have ever seen. 
Every house of this description tiiat I baTe 
been in, is thronged to excess ; and ^ere is 
not a man who appears to have a single eaitb- 
ly object in view, except spitting, and smoldng 
segars. I have not seen a book in the hands 
of any person since I left Philadelphia. Ob- 



£.jir»^«ir /•'.* /v iv V— -J" .-T — :•■.'" jcctionable as these habits are, they afford de- 

^»^I^i>S:^;of^l!:Z'ri;^':LS'u'":^it'^^. cU^ evidence of the prosperity of that coun- 
0^ Of existing ibuies. try, wYiich c^xi admit so large a body of its 
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eitixens to waste in indolence three-fonrths of 
their lives, and would also apjtear to hold oat 
eneoaragement to Englishmen with English 
kmkiiMf who could retain their industry amid a 
natioD of indolence* and hare sufficient firmness 
to live in America, and yet bid defiance to the 
deadly example of its natives." — Fearon, p. 
S6S,S63. 

Yet this charge can hardly apply to the north- 
casieni parts of the Union. 

The following sample of American vulgarity 
is not unentenainiog. 

"On arriving at the tavern door the landlord 
makes bis appearance. — Landlord. Your ser- 
Tantt gentlemen, this is a fine day. — Anawer, 
Very fine* — Lanif, You've got two nice creaiuresf 
they are righi elegant matches. Ans. Yes, we 
bought them for matches. — Land, They cost a 
kam of dollars, (a pause, and knowing look) ; 
100 1 eakulaSe. Ans, Yes, they cost a good sum. 
LamL Pombk/ (a pause); going westward to 
Ohio, geollemeni Ans. We are going to Phila- 
delphia. — Land, Philadelphia, ah! that's a 
madfiil large place, three or four times as bi^ 
as Lexington. Ans, Ten times as largew—L<m£ 
Is it, by George ! what a mighty heap of houses, 
(a pause) ; but I reckon ydi was not reared in 
Philadelphia. Ans, Philadelphia is not our 
native place. — Land, Perhaps aumy up in 
Canada. Am, No; we are from England.— • 
Ltmd^ b it possible I well, I caleuiated you were 
fitHn abroad, (pause) ; how long have you been 
ffom the aid country? Ans, We leA England 
last Marchtf— LoR^. And in August here you are 
in KembaA. Well, I should have guessed you 
bad been in die state some years; you speak 
almost as good English as we do ! 

"This dialogue is not a literal copy; but it 
embraces most of the frequent and improper 
appUeations of words used in the back country, 
with a few New England phrases. By the log- 
konse ftnner and tavern keeper, they are used 
as often, and as erroneously, as they occur in 
the above discourse." — Palmer , p. 129, 130. 

This is of course intended as a representation 
of the manners of the low, or, at best, the mid- 
dling class of people in America. 

The ibnr travellers, of whose works we are 
giving an account, made extensive tours in 
•vcfy part of America, as well in the old as in 
Ihn new settlements; and, generally speaking, 
we should say their testimony is in favour of 
Amenean manners. We must except, perhaps, 
Mr. Fearon;— and yet he seems to have very 
little to say against them. Mr. Palmer tells us 
that be foond his companions, officers and far- 
mers,' nnobtrnsive, civil and obliging; — that 
wbat the servants do for you, they do with ala- 
crilyp— that at their tables debate ladies are treat- 
ed with great politeness. We have real plea- 
aars in making the following extract from Mr. 
Bradbury's tonr. 

"In legard to the manners of the people west 
of dte Alleghanies, it would be absurd to expect 
that a general character could be now formed, 
or that it will be, for many years yet to come. 
The pofmlation is at present compounded of a 
gneat number of nations, not yet amalgamated, 
eonsisiipg of emigrants from every state in the 
Union, mixed with English, Irish, Scotch, Dutch, 



Swiss, Germans, French and almost from every 
country in Europe. In some traits they partake 
in common with the inhabitants of the Atlantic 
states, which results from the nature of their 
government. That species of hauteur which 
one class of society in some countries shows 
in their intercourse with the other, is here utterly 
unknown. By their constitution, the existence 
of a privileged order, vested by birth with here- 
ditary privileges, honours or emoluments, is for 
ever interdicted. If, therefore, we should here 
expect to find that contemptuous feeling in man 
for man, we should naturally examine amongst 
those clothed with judicial or military authority; 
but we should search in vain. The justice on 
the bench, or the officer in the field, is respected 
and ohe3'ed whilst discharging the functions of 
his office, as the representative or agent of the 
law, enacted for the good of allf but should he 
be tempted to treat even the least wealthy of his 
neighbours or fellow-citizens with contumely, 
he would soon find that he could not do it with 
impunity. Travellers from Europe, in passing 
through the western country, or indeed any part ' 
of the United States, ought to be previously ac- 
quainted with this part of the American charac- 
ter, and more particularly if they have been in 
the habit of treating with contempt, or irritating 
with abuse, those whom accidental circum- 
stances may have placed in a situation to ad- 
minister to their wants. Let no one here in- 
dulge himself in abusing the waiter or ostler at 
an inn ; that waiter or ostler is probably a citizen, 
and does not, nor cannot conceive, that a situa- 
tion in which he discharges a duty to society, 
not in itself dishonourable, should subject him 
to insult : but this feeling, so far as I have ex- 
perienced, is entirely defensive. I have travelled 
near 10,000 miles in the United States, and 
never met with the least incivility or affiront. 

'^The Americans, in general, are accused by 
travellers of being inquisitive. If this be a 
crime, the western people are guilty ; but, for 
my part, I may say that it is a practice that I 
never was disposed to complain of, because I 
always found them as ready to answer a question 
as to ask one, and therefore I always came off a 
gainer by this kind of barter; and if any tra- 
veller does not, it is his own fault. As this leads 
me to notice their general conduct to strangers, 
I feel myself bound, by gratitude and regard to 
truth, to speak of their hospitality. In my tra- 
vels through the inhabited parts of the United 
States, not less than 2000 miles was through 
parts where there were no taverns, and where 
a traveller is under the necessity of appealing 
to the hospitality of the inhabitants. In no one 
instance has my appeal been fruitless ; although, 
in many cases, the furnishing of abed has been 
evidently attended with inconvenience, and in a 
great many instances no remuneration would 
be received. Other European travellers have 
experienced this liberal spirit of hospitality, and 
some have repaid it by calumny.'* — Bradbufy, 
p. 304—306. 

We think it of so much importance to do 
justice to other nations, and to lessen that hatred 
and contempt which race feels for race, that we 
subjoin two short passages from Mr. Hall to thv 
same efiect. 
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<*I had bill5 on Philadelphia, and applied to a 
respectable storekeeper, that is, tradesman, of the 
village, to cash me one; the amount, however, 
was beyond any remittance he had occasion to 
make, but he immediately offered me whatever 
sum I might require for my journey, with no 
better security than my word for its repayment 
at Philadelphia : he even insisted on mv taking 
more than I mentioned as sufficient, t do not 
believe (his trait of liberality would surprise an 
American ; for no one in the states, to whom I 
mentioned it, seemed to consider it as more 
than any stranger of respectable appearance 
might have looked for, in similar circumstan- 
ces: but it might well surprise an English 
traveller, who had been told, as I had, that the 
Americans never failed to cheat and insult every 
Englishman who travelled through their coun- 
try, especially if they knew him to be an officer. 
This latter particular they never failed to inform 
themselves of, for they are by no means bashful 
in inquiries : but if the discovery operated in 
any way upon their behaviour, it was rather 
to my advantage; nor did I meet with a sin- 
gle instance of incivility betwixt Canada and 
Charleston, except at the Shenandoah Point, 
from a drunken English deserter. My testimony 
in this particular, will certainly not invalidate 
the complaints of many other travellers, who, I 
doubt not, have frequently encountered rude 
treatment, and quite as frequently deserved it; 
but it will at least prove the possibility of tra- 
versing the United States without insult or 
interruption, and even of being occasionally 
surprised by liberality and kindness." — Hall, p. 
255, 256. 

••1 fell into very pleasant society at Washing- 
ton. Strangers who intend slaying some days 
in a town, usually take lodgings at a boarding- 
house, in preference to a tavern: in this way 
they obtain ihe best society the place affords ; 
for there are always gentlemen and frequently 
ladies, either visitors or temporary residents, 
who live in this manner to avoid the trouble of 
housekeeping. At Washington, during the sit- 
tings of Congress, (he boarding-houses are di* 
vided into messes, according to the political 
principles of the inmates, nor is a stranger 
admitted without some introduction, and the 
consent of the whole company. I chanced to 
join a democratic mess, and name a few of its 
members with gratitude, for the pleasure their 
society gave me — Commodore Decatur and his 
lady, the Abbe Correa, the great botanist and 
Dlenipotentiary of Portugal, the Secretary of the 
Wavy, the Secretary of the Navy Board, known 
as the author of a humorous publication entitled 
*John Bull and Brother Jonathan,' with eight 
or, ten members of Congress, principally from 
the western states, which are generally consi- 
dered as most decidedly hostile to England, but 
whom I did not on this account find less good- 
humoured and courteous. It is from thus living 
in daily intercourse with the leading characters 
of the country, that one is enabled to judge with 
some degree of certainty of the practices of its 
government; for to know the paper theory is 
nothing, unless it be compared with the instru- 
ments employed to carry it into effect A poli- 
|yV;,7j constitution may be nothing but a cabalistic 



form, to extort money and power from the people; 
but then the jugglers must be in the dark, and 
"no admittance behind the curtain." This way 
of living aff()rds^ too, the best insight into the 
best part of society : for if in a free nation the 
depositaries of the public confidence be ignorant 
or vulgar, it is a very fruitless search to look 
for the opposite qualities in those they represent; 
whereas, if these be well-informed in mind and 
manners, it proves at the least an inclination 
towards knowledge and refinement in the gene- 
ral mass of citizens by whom they are selected. 
My own experience obliges me to a favourable 
verdict in this pariicnlar. I found the little circle 
into which I had happily fallen full of good sense 
and good humour, and never quitted it without 
feeling myself a gainer, on the score either of 
useful information or of social enjoyment."— 
//a//, p. 329—331. 

In page 252 Mr. Hall pays some very hand- 
some compliments to the gallantry, high feeling 
and humanity of the American troops. Such 
passages reflect the highest honour upon Mr. 
Hall. They are full of courage as well as kind- 
ness, and will never be forgiven at home. 

Literature the Americans have none — no na- 
tive literature, we nl^an. Itis all imported. Th^y 
had a Franklin, indeed ; and may afford to live 
for half a century on his fame. There is, or 
was a Mr. Dwight, who wrote some poems; 
and his baptismal name was Timothy. There 
is also a small account of Virginia by Jefferson, 
and an epic by Joel Barlow; and some pieces 
of pleasantry by Mr. Irving. But why should 
the Americans write books, when a six weeks* 
passage brings them, in their own tongue, oor 
sense, science and genius, in bales and hogs* 
heads! Prairies, steam-boats, grist-mills, are 
their natural objects for centuries to come. 
Then, when they have got to the Pacific Ocean 
— epic poems, plays, pleasures of memory and 
all the elegant gratifications of an ancient people 
who have tamed the wild earth, and set down 
to amuse themselves. — ^This is the natural 
march of human affairs. 

The Americans, at least in the old states, are 
a very religious people: but there is no sect 
there which enjoys the satisfaction of exclnding 
others from civil offices; nor does any denomi- 
nation of Christians take for their support a 
tenth of produce. Their clergy, however, are 
respectable, respected, and possess no small 
share of influence. The places of worship in 
Philadelphia in 1810, were as follows: — Pres- 
byterian, 8;* Episcopalian, 4; Methodists, 6; 
Catholic, 4; Baptist, 5; Quakers, 4; Fighting 
Quakers, I ; Lutheran, 3; Calvinist,3; Jews,S; 
Universalists, 1 ; Swedish Lutheran, 1; Mora- 
vian, 1; Congregationalists, I; Unitarians, i; 
Covenanters, 1 ; Black Baptists, 1 ; Black Bpis- 
copalians, I ; Black Methodists, 3. The Metho- 
dists, Mr. Palmer tells us, are becoming the most 
numerous sect in the United States. 

Mr. Fearon gives us this account of the Halt 
of religion at New York. 

"Upon this interesting topic I wonld repeat, 
what, indeed, you are already acquainted with, 
that kgaUjf there is the mast unlimited liberty. 
There is no state religion, and no govemmeni 
prosecution of individuals -for conscience sake 
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Whether those halcyon days, which I think 
would attend a similar state of things in Eng- 
land, are in existence here, must be left for 
fotare observation. There are five Dutch Re- 
formed churches ; six Presbyterian; three As- 
sociated Reformed ditto, one Associated Pres- 
byterian; one Reformed ditto; five Methodist; 
two ditto ybr blacks; one German Reformed; one 
Evangelical Lutheran; one Moravian; four 
Trinitarian Baptist; one Universalist; two Ca- 
tholic; three Quaker; eight Episcopalian; one 
Jews' Synagogue; and to this I would add a 
small meeting which is but little known, at 
which the priest is dispensed with, every mem- 
ber following what they call the apostolic plan 
of instructing each other, and 'building one 
another up in their most holy faith.* The Pres- 
byterian and Episcopalian, or Church of Eng- 
land sects, take the precedence in numbers and 
in respectability. Their ministers receive from 
two lo eight thousand dollars per annum. AH 
the churches are well filled: they are the fash- 
ionable places for display,' and the sermons and 
talents of the minister offer never-ending sub- 
jects of interest when social converse has been 
exhausted upon the bad conduct and inferior 
nature of niggars (negroes) ; the price of flour 
at Liverpool; the capture of the Guerrihef and 
the battle of New Orleans. The perfect equali- 
tj of all sects seems to have deadened party 
(eeiing: controversy is but little known." — 
Fearvn^ p. 45, 46. 

The absence of controversy, Mr. Fearon 
seeiQS to imagine, has produced indifierence ; 
and he heaves a sigh to the memory of depart- 
ed oppression. " Can it be possible (he asks) 
tfiat the non-existence of religious oppression 
has lessened religious knowledge, and made 
men snperstitionsly dependent upon outward 
fi)nD, instead of internal purity V' To which 
question (a singular one from an enlightened 
man like Mr. Fearon), we answer, that the ab- 
sence of religious oppression has not lessened 
religions knowledge, but theological animosity; 
and made men more dependent upon pious ac- 
tions, and less upon useless and unintelligible 
wrangling.* 

The great curse of America is the institution 
of slavery — of itself far more than the foulest 
blot upon their national character, and an evil 
which counterbalances all the excisemen, licens- 
ers, and tax-gatherers of England. No virtu- 
ons man ought to trust his own character, or 
the character of his children, to the demoral- 
izing effects produced by commanding slaves. 
Justice, gentleness, pity and humility soon give 
way befure them. Conscience suspends its func- 
tions. The love of command — the impatience 
of restraint, get the better of every other feel- 
ing; and cruelty has no other limit than fear. 

** There must doubtless,' says Mr. Jeflerson, 
'be an unhappy influence on the manners of 
the people produced by the existence of slavery 
among us. The whole commerce between mas- 



* Mr. FlBarofi menuons a relip'oa* lottery for building 
a PresljTterilin church. What will Mr. Littleton eay to 
this? be \9 hardly prepared, we suspect for this union of 
OnlTln and the Little Go. Every advoutage will l>e made 
of it by the wit and eloquence of his fiscal opponent }— 
our w Jl it pass unbeeM by Mr. Bish. 
15 



ter and slave is a perpetual exercise of the most 
boisterous passions ; the most unremitting des- 
potism on the one part, and degrading submis- 
sions on the other. Our children see this, and 
learn to imitate it; for man is an imitative ani- 
mal. The parent storms, the child looks on, 
catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the 
same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives 
loose to the worst of passions ; and thus nursed, 
educated, and dailv exercised in tyranny, can- 
not but be stamped by it with odious peculiari- 
ties. The man must be a prodigy who can 
retain his morals and manners undepraved by 
such circumstances.' — Notes, p. 241,* —/fa//, p. 
459. 

The following picture of a slave song is quot- 
ed by Mr. Hall from the "Letters on Virginia." 

"*I took the boat this morning, and cro.ssed 
the ferry over to Portsmouth, the small town 
which I told you is opposite to this place. It 
was court-day, and a large crowd of people was 
gathered about the door of the court-house. I 
bad hardly got upon the steps to look in, when 
my ears were assailed by the voice of singing; 
and turning round to discover from what quarter 
it came, I saw a group of about thirty negroes, 
of different sizes and ages, following a rough- 
looking white man, who sat carelessly lolling in 
his sulky. They had just turned round ihe cor- 
ner, and were coming up the main street to pass 
by the spot where I stood, on their way out of 
town. As they came nearer, I saw some of 
them loaded with chains to prevent their escape; 
while others had hold of each other's hands, 
strongly grasped, as if to support themselves in 
their affliction. I particularly noticed a poor 
mother, with an infant suckling at her breast 
as she walked along, while two small children 
had hold of her apron on either side, almost 
running to keep up with the rest. They came 
along singing a little wild hymn, of sweet and 
mournful melody, flying, by a divine instinct of 
the heart, to the consolation of religion, the last 
refuge of the unhappy, to support them in their 
distress. The sulky now stopped before the 
tavern, at a little distance beyond the court- 
house, and the driver got out. •. My dear sir,* 
said I to a person who stood near me, *can you 
tell me what these poor people have been doing! 
What is their crime f and what is to be their 
punishment]' *0,' said he, * it's nothing at all 
but a parcel of negroes sold to Carolina; and 
that man is their driver, who has bought them ' 
*But what have they done, that they should be 
sold into banishment!' *Done,' said he, * no- 
thing at all, that I know of; their masters wanted 
money, I suppose, and these drivers give good 
prices.' Here the driver having supplied him- 
self with brandy, and his horse with water, 
(the poor negroes, of course, wanted nothing.) 
stepped into his chair again, cracked his whi[», 
and drove on, while the miserable exiles foV 
lowed in funeral procession behind him.' " 
^fl//, 368— 360 

The law by which slaves are governed in tlia 
Carolinas, is a provincial law as old as 1740. 
but made perpetual in 1783. By this law it is 
enacted, that every negro shall be presumed a 
slave, unless the contrary appear. The Oih 
clause allows two justices of the peace^ and 
^1 
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ttiree freeholders, power to put them to any 
manner of death; the evidence against them 
may be without oath. — No slave is to traffic on 
nis own acconnt — ^Any person murdering a 
slave is to pay lOOil— or liL if he cuts out the 
tongue of a slave. — Any white man meeting 
seven slaves together on an high road, may 
give them twenty lashes each^ — No man must 
teach a slave to write, under penally of lOOiL 
currency. We have Mr. Hairs authority for 
the existence and enforcement of this law at the 
present day. Mr. Fearon has recorded some 
fiicts still more instructive. 

** Observing a great many coloored people,par- 
ticularly females, in these boats, I concluded that 
they were emigrants, who had proceeded thus 
far on their route towards a settlement. The fact 
proved to be, that fourteen of the flats were 
freighted with human beings for sale. They 
bad been collected in the several states by slave 
dealers, and shipped from Kentucky for a mar- 
ket. They were dressed up to the best advan- 
tage, on the same principle that** jockeys do 
horses upon sale. The following is a specimen 
of advertisements on this subject. 

'twxhtt sollars bxward 

"^Will be paid for apprehending and lodging 
in jail, or delivering to the subscriber, the fol- 
lowing slaves, belonging to Joseph Irtik, of 
IbervUJe. — TOM, a very light mulatto, blue eyes, 
6 feet 10 inches high, appears to be about 
86 years of age; an artful fellow — can read 
and write, and vreaches occasionally. — CHARp 
LOTTE, a blacK wench, round and full faced, 
tall, straight and likely — about 25 years of age, 
and wife of the above-named Tom. — These 
slaves decamped from their owner's plantation 
on the night of the 14th September inst.* *' — 
Fearon, p. 270. 

«*The three 'African churches,' as they are 
called, are for all those native Americans who 
are black, or have any shade of colour darker 
than white. These persons, though many of them 
are possessed of the rights of citizenship, are not 
admitted into the churches which are visited by 
whites. There exists a penal law, deeply writ- 
ten in the mind of the whole white population, 
which subjects their coloured fellow-citizens to 
unconditional contumely and never-ceasing in- 
sult. No respectability, however unquestionable, 
— no property, however large, — no character, 
however unblemished, will gain a man, whose 
body is (in American estimation) euned with 
even a twentieth portion of the blood of his 
African ancestry, admission into society!!! 
They are considered as mere Pariahs — as out- 
casts and vagrants upon the face of the earth! 
I make no reflection upon these things, but 
leave the facts for your consideration." — Ibid^ 
p. 168, 169. 

That such feelings and such practices should 
exist among men who know the value of liberty, 
and profess to understand its principles, is the 
consummation of wickedness. Every Ameri- 
can who loves his country, should dedicate his 
whole life, and every facultjr of his soul, to 
efface this foul stain from its character. If 
nations rank according to their wisdom and 
ibeir virtue, what right has the American, a 



sconrger and murderer of slaves, to compare 
himself with the least and lowest of the Eu- 
ropean nations! — much more with this great 
and humane country, where the greatest lord 
dare not lay a finger upon the meanest peasant! 
What is freedom, where all are not free? where 
the greatest of God's blessings is limited, with 
impious caprice, to the colour of the body! 
And these are the men who taunt the English 
with their corrupt Parliament, with their buving 
and selling votes. Let the worid judge whien 
is the most liable to censure — we w1k>, in the 
midst of our rottenness, have torn off the 
manacles of slaves all over the world $— or 
they who, with their idle purity and useless 
perfection, have remained mute and careless, 
while groans echoed and whips clanked round 
the very walls of their spotless Congress. We 
wish well to America — we rejoice in her pros- 
perity — and are delighted to resist the absurd 
impertinence with which the character of her 
people is oAen treated in this country : but the 
existence of slavery in America is an atrocious 
crime, with which no measures can be kept — 
for which her situation affords no sort of apology 
— which makes liberty itself distrusted, and the 
boast of it disgusting. 

As for emigration, every man, of course, must 
determine for himself. A carpenter under thirty 
years of age, who finds himself at Cincinnati 
with an axe over his shoulder, and ten pounds 
in his pocket, will get rich in America, if the 
change of climate does not kill him. So will a 
farmer who emigrates early with some capital. 
But any person with tolerable prosperity here 
bad better remain where be is. There are 
considerable evils, no doubt, in England : bat 
it would be madness not to admit that it is, 
upon the whole, a very happy country, — and we 
are much mistaken if the next twenty years 
will not bring with it a great deal of internal 
improvement. The country has long been 
groaning under the evils of the greatest foreign 
war we were ever engaged in ; and we are just 
beginning to look again into our home affairs. 
Political economy has made an astonishing pro- 
gress (ince they were last investigated; and 
every session of Parliament brushes ofif some 
of the cobwebs and dust of our ancestors.* 
The Apprentice Laws have been swept away; 
the absurd nonsense of the Usury Laws will 

grobably soon follow; Public Education and 
aving Banks have been the invention of these 
last ten years ; and the strong fortress of bigotry 
has been rudely assailed. Then, with all its 
defects, we have a Parliament of inestimable 
value. If there be a place in any country where 
600 well-educated men can meet together and 
talk with impunity of public afl^airs, and if what 
they say is published, that country must im- 
prove. It is not pleasant to emigrate into a 
country of changes and revolution, the size and 
integrity of whose empire no man can predict 



• In a scarcity which occurred little more than twenty 
years ago, erery judge, (except the lord chancellor, then 
Justice of the Ck)mmon Pleas, and Seijeant Remington,) 
when they charged the grand jury, attributed the scarcity 
to the corabinatJons of the farmers; and complained oT it 
as a verr serious evil. Such doctrines woold not nnw be 
lotonuad in tha raouUi of a schoolbor. 
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Hie Americans are a reiy sensibley reflecting 
people, and hare condacted their affairs ex- 
tremely well ; bat it is scarcely possible to cod- 
eelve that such an empire shonld very long 
remain xwdiyided, or ibat the dwellers on the 
Colambta should have common interest with 
the navigators of the Hudson and the Delaware. 
England is, to be sure, a very expensive coun- 
try; bat a million of millions has been expended 
in making it habitable and comfortable; and 
tius is a constant source of revenue, or, what is 
die same thing, a constant diminution of ex- 
pense to every man living in ir. The price an 
Englishman pays for a turnpike road is not 
cqiutl to the tenth part of what the delay would 
cost him without a turnpike. The New River 
Company brings water to every inhabitant of 
LondoQ at an infinitely less price than he could 
dtp for it oot of the Thames. No country, in 



fact, is so expensive as one which human be* 
iogs are just beginning to inhabit;— >where there 
are no roads, no bridges, no skill, no help, no 
combination of powers, and no force of capital. 
How, too, can any man take upon himseU' to 
say that he is so indifferent to his country that 
he will not begin to love it intensely, when he 
is 5000 or 6000 miles from iti And what a 
dreadful disease Nostalgia must be on the banks 
of the Missouri ! Severe and painful poverty 
will drive us all anywhere: but a wise man 
should be quite sure that he has so irresistible 
a plea, before he ventures on the Great or the 
Little Wabash. He should be quite sure that 
he does not go there from ill temper— or to be 
pitied— or to be regretted— or from ignorance of 
what is to happen to him— or because he is a 
poet — but because he has not enough to eat here, 
and is sure of abundance where he is going.* 



lit 



WORKS OF THE REV. dlTDNEY SIOTB. 



GAME LAWS.* 

[EoiVBUBOH RiVIlWy 1819.] 



Tbi evil of the Game Law9, in their present 
state, has long been felt, and of late years has 
eertainly rather increased than diminished. We 
believe that they cannot long remain in their 
present state; and we are anxious to express 
cor opinion of those changes which they ought 
to experience. 

We thoroughly acquiesce in the importance 
of encouraging those field sports which are so 
congenial to the habits of Englishmen, and 
which, in the present state of society, afford the 
only effectual counterbalance to the allurements 
of great towns. We cannot conceive a more 
|)ernicious condition for a great nation, than 
that its aristocracy should be shut up from one 
year's end to another in a metropolis, while the 
n>ass of its rural inhabitants are left to the 
management of factors and agents. A great 
man returning from London to spend his sum- 
mer in the country, diffuses his intelligence, 
improves manners, communicates pleasure, re- 
strains the extreme violence of subordinate 
politicians, and makes the middling and lower 
classes belter acquainted with, and more attach- 
ed to their natural leaders. At the same time, 
a residence in the country gives to the makers 
of laws an opportunity of studying those interests 
which they may afterwards be called upon to 
protect and arrange. Nor is it unimportant to 
the character of the higher orders themselves, 
that they should pass a considerable part of the 
year in the midst of these their larger families; 
that they should occasionally be thrown among 
simple, laborious, frugal people, and be stimu- 
lated to resist the prodigality of courts, by view- 
ing with their own eyes the merits and the 
wretchedness of the poor. 

Laws for the preservation of game are not 
only of importance, as they increase the amuse- 
ments of the country, but they may be so con- 
structed as to be perfectly just. The game 
which my land feeds is certainly mine; or, in 
other words, the game which all the land feeds 
certainly belongs to all the owners of the land; 
and the only practical way of dividing it is, to 
give to each proprietor what he can lake on his 
own ground. Those who contribute nothing to 
the support of the animal, can have no possible 
right to a share in the distribution. To say of 
animals, that they are /eras Naiurut means only, 
that the precise place of their birth and nurture 
is not known. liow they shall be divided, is a 
matter of arrangement among those whose col- 
lected property certainly has produced and fed 
them; but the case is completely made out 
against those who have no land at all, and who 
cannot, therefore, have been in the slightest de- 
gree instrumental to their production. If a large 



' JM/w Zat» J ^n At Garni Laws, Rett Fenner, Black k, 
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pond were divided by certain marki into Ibitr 
parts, and allotted to that number of praprietora, 
the fish contained in that pond would be, in the 
same sense, yme Naiur&. Nobody could tell in 
which particular division each carp had been 
bom and bred. The owners would arrange 
their respective rights and pretensions in the 
best way they could; but the clearest of all pos- 
sible propositions would be, that the four pro* 
prietors, among them, made a complete title lo 
all the fish ; and that nobody but them had the 
smallest title to the smallest share.' This we 
say in answer to those who contend that there 
is no foundation for any system of game laws; 
that animals born wild are the property of the 
public ; and that their appropriation is nothing 
but tyranny and usurpation. 

In addition to these arguments, it is perhaps 
scarcely necessary to add, that nothing which 
is worth having, which is accessible, and sup- 
plied only in limited quantities, could exist at 
all, if it was not considered as the property of 
some individual. If every body might take 
game wherever they found it, there would soon 
be an end of every species of game. The ad- 
vantage would not be extended to fresh classes, 
but be annihilated for all classes. Besides all 
this, the privilege of killing game could not be 
granted without the privilege of trespassing on 
landed property; — an intolerable evil, which 
would entirely destroy the comfort and privacy 
of a country life. 

But though a system of game laws is of great 
use in promoting country amusements, and 
may, in itself, be placed on a footing of justice, 
its effTects, we are sorry to say, are by no means 
favourable to the morals of the poor. 

It is impossible to make an uneducated man 
understand in what manner a bird hatched no- 
body knows where, — to-day living in my field, 
to-morrow in yours, — should be as strictly pro- 
perty as the goose whose whole history can be 
traced, in the most authentic and satisfactory 
manner, from the egg to the spit The aiiga-. 
ments upon which this depends are so contrary 
to the notions of the poor, — so repugnant to 
their passions, — and, perhaps, so much abore 
their comprehension, that they are totally una- 
vailing. The same man who would respect an 
orchard, a garden or an hen-roost, scarcely 
thinks he is committing any fault at all in in- 
vading the game-covers of his richer neigh- 
bour; and as soon as he becomes wearied of 
honest industry, his first resource is in plnndeiw 
ing the rich magazine of hares, pheasants and 
partridges — the top and bottom dishes, which on 
every side of his village are running and flying 
before his eyes. As these things cannot be 
done with safety in the day, they must be done 
in the night; — and in this manner a lawless 
marauder is often formed, who proceeds from 
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one infringement of law and property to an- 
other, till be becomes a thoroaghlj bad and 
eormpted memtjer of society. 

These few preliminary observations lead na- 
taraily to the two principal considerations which 
are to be kept in view, in reforming the game 
laws ; — to preserve, as far as is consistent with 
justice, the amnscroent^ of the rich and to di- 
minish, as much as possible, the temptations of 
the poor. And these ends, it seems to as, will 
be best answered, 

1. By abolishing qualifications. S. By giving 
to every man a property in the game upon his 
land. 9. By allowing game to be bought by any 
body, and sold by its lawful possessors.* 

Nothing can be more grossly absurd than the 
present state of the game laws, as far as they 
concern the qualification for shooting. In Eng* 
Umd, no man can possibly have a legal right to 
kill game, who has not lOOil a year in land rent 
With us in Scotland, the rule is not quite so 
inflexible, though in principle not very difi!erent 
Bat we shall speak to the case which concerns 
by Air the greatest number : and certainly it is 
scarcely possible to imagine a more absunl and 
capricious limitation. For what possible reason 
is a man, who has only 90L per annum in land, 
not to kill the game which his own land nou- 
rishes r If the legislature really conceives, as 
we have heard surmised by certain learned 
squires, that a person of such a degree of for- 
tane should be confined to profitable pursuits, 
and debarred from that pernicious idleness into 
which he would be betrayed by field sports, it 
woold then be expedient to make a qualification 
for bowls or skittles— to prevent small land- 
owners from going to races or following a pack 
of hoonds^and to prohibit to men of a certain 
income, every other species of amusement as 
wall as this. The only instance, however, in 
which this paternal care is exercised, is that in 
which the amusement of the smaller landowner 
is supposed to interfere with those of his richer 
neighbour. He may do what he pleases, and 
elect any other species of ruinous idleness but 
that in which the upper classes of society are 
his rivals. 

Kay, the law is so excessively ridiculous in 
the case of small landed proprietors, that on a 
erty of less than lOO/L per annum, no huntan 
' has the right of shooting. It is not con- 
but annihilated. The lord of the manor 
may be warned ofl* by the proprietor; and the 
proprietor may be informed against by any 
lN>dy who sees him sporting. . The case is still 
stronger in the instance of large farms. In 
Nordmmberiand, and on the borders of Scot- 
landf there are large capitalists who farm to the 
amount of two or three thousand per annum, 
who have the permission of their distant non- 
resident landlords to do what they please with 
the game, and yet who dare not fire off* a gun 
upon their own land. Can any thing be more 
utterly absurd and preposterous, than that the 
tandlord and the wealthy tenant together cannot 
auike up a title to^ the hare which is fattened 
upon the choicest produce of their land 1 That 
the landlord, who can let to farm the fertility of 
the land for growing wheat, cannot let to farm 

* All this bms tince liocn ottablithed. 



its power of growing partridges ? That he may 
reap by deputv, but cannot on that manor shoot 
by deputy 1 Is it possible that any respectable 
magistrate could fine a farmer for killing a hare 
upon his own grounds with his landlord's con« 
sent, without feeling that he was violating every 
feeling of common sense and justice ? 

Since the enactment of the game laws, there 
has sprung up an entirely new species of pro- 
perty, which of course is completely overlooked 
by their provisions. An Englishman may pos- 
sess a million of money in funds or merchan- 
dize—may be the Baring or the Abjpe of Europe 
— ^provide to government the sudden means of 
equipping fleets and armies, and yet be without 
the power of smiting a single partridge, though 
invited by the owner of the game to participate 
in his amusement It is idle to say that the 
difficulty may be got over by purchasing land : 
the question is, upon what principle of justice 
can the existence of the difficulty be defended 1 
If the right of keeping men-servants was con- 
fined to persons who had more than lOOil a year 
in the funds, the difficulty might be got over by 
every man who would change his landed pro- 
perty to that extent But what could justify so 
capricious a partiality to one species of pro- 
perty 1 There might be some apology for such 
laws at the time they were made ; but there can 
be none for their not being now accommodated 
to the changes which time has introduced. If 
you choose to exclude poverty from this species 
of amusement, and to open it to wealth, why is 
it not opened to every species of wealth ? What 
amusement can there be morally lawful to an 
holder of turnip land, and criminal in a posses- 
sor of exchequer bills 1 What delights ought 
to be tolerated to long annuities, from which 
wheat and beans should be excluded t What 
matters whether it is scrip or short-horned cattle! 
If the loeu$ qtto is conceded — if the trespass is 
waived — and if the qualification for any amuse- 
ment is wealth, let it be any probable wealth— 
DJco ofni, dit€8 pmiHs infatmnt nwmmif. 

It will be very easy for any country gentleman 
who wishes to monopolize to himself the plea- 
sures of shooting, to let to his tenant every other 
right attached to the land, except the right of 
killing game; and it will be equally easy, in 
the formation of a new game act, to give to the 
landlord a summary process against his tenant, 
if such tenant fraudulently exercises the privi- 
leges he has agreed to surrender. 

The case which seems most to alarm coun. 
try gentlemen, is that of a person possessing a 
few acres in the heart of a manor, who might, 
by planting food of which they are fond, allure 
the game into his own little domain, and thus 
reap an harvest prepared at the expense of the 
neighbour who surrounded him. But, under 
the present game laws, if the smaller posses- 
sion belongs to a qualified person, the danger 
of intrusion is equally great as it would be un- 
der the proposed alteration ; and the danger from 
the poacher would be the same in both castes. 
But if it is of such great consequence to keep 
clear from all interference, may not such a piece 
of land be rented or bought! Or, may not the 
food which tempts the game be sown in the same 
abundance in the surrounding as in ihfieiic\Q%«4 
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land After all, it is only common jastiee, that 
be whose property is surrounded on every side 
by a presenrer of game, whose com and tnrnips 
are demolished by animals preserved for the 
amusement of his neighbour, should himself be 
entitled to that share of game which plunders 
upon his land. The complaint which the landed 
grandee makes is this. <<Here is a man who 
has only a twenty-fourth part of the land, and 
be expects a twenty-fourtti part of the game. 
He is so captious and litigious, that he will not 
be contented to supply his share of the food 
without requiring his share of what the food pro- 
duces. I want a neighbour who has talents only 
for suffering, not one who evinces such a fatal 
disposition for enjoying." Upon such princi- 
ples as these, many of the game laws have been 
constructed, and are preserved. The interfer- 
ence of a veiy small property with a very large 
one ; the critical position of one or two fields, 
is a very serious source of vexation on many 
other occasions besides those of game. He 
who possesses a field in the middle of my pre- 
mises, may build so as to obstruct my view ; 
and riiBf present to me the hinder parts of a 
bam, instead of one of the finest landscapes in 
nature. Nay, he may tum his fields into tea- 
gardens, and destroy my privacy by the intro- 
duction of every species of vulgar company. 
The legislature, in all these instances, has pro- 
vkled no remedy for the inconveniences which 
a small property, by such intermixture, may in- 
flict upon a large one, but has secured the same 
rights to unequal proportions. It is very difii- 
cult to conceive why these equitable principles 
are to be violated in the case of game alone. 

Our securities against that rabble of sports- 
men which the abolition of qualifications might 
be supposed to produce, are, the consent of the 
owner of the soil as an indispensable prelimi- 
nary, guarded by heavy penalues — and the price 
of a certificate, rendered, perhaps, greater than 
it is at present It is impossible to conceive 
why the owner of the soil, if the right of game 
is secured to him, has not a right to sell, or grant 
the right of killing it to whom he pleases—just 
as much as he has the power of appointing 
whom he pleases to kijl his ducks, pigeons and 
chickens. The danger of making the poor idle 
IS a mere pretence. It is monopoly calling in 
the aid of hypocrisy, and tyranny veiling itself 
in the garb of philosophical humanity. A poor 
man goes to wakes, fairs and horse-races, with- 
out pain and penalty; a little shopkeeper, when 
his work is over, may go to a bullbait, or to the 
cock-pit; but the idea of his pursuing an hare, 
even with the consent of the landowner, fills the 
Bucolic senator with the most lively apprehen* 
sions of relaxed industry and ruinous dissipation. 
The troth is, if a poor man does not offend against 
morals or religion, and supports himself and his 
family without assistance, the law has nothing 
to do with his amusements. The real barriers 
against increase of sportsmen (if the proposed 
alteration were admitted), are, as we have before 
said, the prohibition of the landowner; the tax 
to the state for a certificate ; the necessity of 
labouring for support. — Whoever violates none 
of these rights, and neglects none of these duties 
in his sporting, sports without crime ; — and to 

punish him would be gross and scandalous ty- 
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The next alteration which we would propose 
is that game should be made property ; that is, 
that every man should have a right to the game 
found upon his land — and thaf^be violation of 
it should be punished as poaching now is, by 
pecuniary penalties, and summary conviction 
before magistrates. This change in the game 
laws would be an additional defence of game: 
for the landed proprietor has now no other, 
remedy against the qualified intrader upon hia 
game, than an action at law for a trespass on 
the land ; and if the trespasser has received no 
notice, this can hardly be called any remedy at 
all. It is now no uncommon practice for per- 
sons who have the exterior, and perhaps the 
fortunes of gentlemen, as they are travelling 
from place to place, to shoot over manors where 
they have no property, and from which, as 
strangers, they cannot have been warned. In 
such case (which, we repeat again, is by no 
means one of rare occurrence), it would, under 
the reformed system, be no more difficult for the 
lord of the soil>to protect his game, than it would 
be to protect his geese and ducks. But though 
game should be considered as property it should 
still be considered as the lowest species of pro- 
perty — because it is in its nature more vague 
and mutable than any other species of property, 
and because depredations upon it are earned on 
at a distance from the dwelling, and without' 
personal alarm to the proprietors. It would be 
very easy to increase the penalties, in proportion 
to the number of offences committed by Uie same 
individual. 

The punishments which country gentlemen 
expect by making game property, are the pun- 
ishments affixed to offences of a much higher 
order: but country gentlemen must not be al- 
lowed to legislate exclusively on this, more than 
on any other subject. The very mention of 
hares and partridges in the country, too of\en 
puts an end to common humanity and common 
sense. Game must, be protected ; but protected 
without violating those principles of justice, 
and that adaptation of punishment to crime, 
which (incredible as it may appear), are of in- 
finitely greater importance than the amusements 
of country gentlemen. 

We come now to the sale of gamer— The 
foundation on which the propriety of allowing 
this partly rests, is the impossibility of prevent* 
ing it There exists, and has sprang up since 
the game laws, an enormous mass of wealth, 
which has nothing to do with land. Do the 
country gentlemen imagine that it is in the 
power of human laws to deprive the three per 
cents of pheasants 1 That there is upon earth, 
air, or sea, a single flavour (cost what crime it 
may to procure it), that mercantile opulence 
will not procure 1 Increase the difficulty, and 
you enlist vanity on the side of luxuiy; and 
make that be sought for as a displav of wealth, 
which was before valued only for the gratifica- 
tion of appetite. The law may multipTjr penal- 
ties by reams. Squires may fret ana josticei 
commit, and gamekeepers and poachers con- 
tinue their nocturnal wars. There must be 
game on Lord Mayor's day, do what )roa wilL 
You may multiply the crimes by which it is pro- 
cured ; but nothing can arrest its inevitable pro> 
gress, from the wood of the esquire to the spit 



WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



Uf 



of the cituten. The late law for preventing the 
sale of game produced some little temporary 
diifieuUy in London at the beginning of the sea- 
son. The poalterers were alarmed, and came 
to some resolutions. But the alarm soon began 
to subside and the difficulties to vanish. In 
anoiber season, the law will be entirely nugatory 
and forgotten. The experiment was tried of 
inereased seventy, and a law passed to punish 
poachers with transportation who were caught 
poaching in the night time with arms. What 
has the consequence beeni — Not a cessation of 
poaching, but a succession of village guerillas; 
•— «n intemecive war between the gamekeepers 
and marauders of game: — the whole country 
flung into brawls and convulsions, for the unjust 
and exorbitant pleasures of country gentlemen. 
Hie poacher hardly believes he is doing any 
vmng in taking partridges and pheasants. He 
would admit the justice of being transported for 
stealing sheep; and his courage in such a 
transaction would be impaired by a conscious- 
ness he was doing wrong: but he has no such 
feeling in taking game; and the preposterous 
ponisbment of transportation makes him despe- 
rate, and not timid. Single poachers are gathered 
into large companies, for their mutual protec- 
tion ; and go out, not only with the intention of 
taking game, but of defending what they take 
with their lives. Such feelings soon produce a 
rivalry of personal courage, and a thirst of re- 
Tenge between the villagers and the agents of 
power. We extract the following passages on 
this subject from the Three Letters on the Game 
Laws. 

^Tbe first and most palpable effect has natu- 
rally been, an exaltation of all the savage and 
desperate features in the poacher*s character. 
The war between him and the gamekeeper has 
necessarily become a ' bellum intemedvum,' A 
marauder may hesitate perhaps at killing his 
fellow man, when the alternative is only six 
months' imprisonment in the county jail ; but 
when the alternative is to overcome the keeper, 
or to be torn from his family and connections, 
aad sent to hard labour at the antipodes, we 
cannot be much surprised that murders and 
midnight combats have considerably increased 
this season; or that information, such as the 
Ibltowing, has frequently enriched the columns 
of the country newspapers." 

'**PtoAGBiKG^ — Richard Bamettwas on Tues- 
day convicted before T. Clutterbnck, Esq^ of 
keeping and using engines or wires for the de- 
atmction of game in the parish of Dunkerton, 
and lined 6^ He was taken into custody by C. 
Gonles, keeper to Sir Charles Bamfylde, Bart^ 
who fbnnd upon him seventeen wire-snares. 
The new act that has just passed against these 
illegal practices, seems only to have irritated 
the oflenders, and made them more daring and 
deaperale. The following is a copy of an anony- 
rnoma eircnlar letter, which has been received 
hgr aareral magistrates, and other eminent cha- 
nelera in this neighbourhood. 

'*'Takb voticb. — We have lately heard and 
Men that there is an act passed, and whatever 
poacher is caught destroying thegame, is to be 
tcantported for seven years.^ — Jnu i* English 
Shirty! 

** 'Now, we do swear to each other, that the 
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first of our company that this law is inflicted 
on, that there shall not one gentleman's seat 
in our country escape the rage of fire. We are 
nine in number, and we will burn every gentle* 
man's house of note. The first that impeaches 
shall be shot. We have sworn not to impeach. 
You may think it a threat, but they will find it 
reality. The game-laws were too severe be- 
fore. The Lord of all men sent these Animals 
for the peasants as well as for the prince. God 
will not let his people be oppressed. He will 
assist us in our undertaking, and we will exe« 
cute it with caution.'" — Bath Pajtet, 

'"DxATH or A PoACHXB.— On the evening 
of Saturday se'ennight, about eight or nine 
o'clock, a body of poachers, seven in number, 
assembled by mutual agreement on the estate 
of the Hon. John Button at Sherborne, Glouce- 
stershire, for the purpose of taking hares and 
other game. With the assistance of two dogs, 
and some nets and snares which they brought 
•with them, they had succeeded in catching nine 
hares, and were carrying them away, when 
they were discovered by the gamekeeper and 
seven others who were engaged with him in 
patroling the different covers, in order to pro- 
tect the game from nightly depredators. Imme- 
diately on perceiving the poachers, the keeper 
summoned them in a civil and peaceable man- 
ner to give up their names, the dogs, imple- 
ments, dtc they had with them, and the game 
they had taken; at the same time assuring 
them, that his party had firearms (which were 
produced for the purpose of convincing and 
alarming them), and representing to them the 
folly of resistance, as, in the event of an affray, 
they must inevitably be overpowered by supe- 
rior numbers, even without firearms, which 
they were determined not to resort to unless 
compelled in self-defence. Notwithstanding this 
remonstrance of the keeper, the men unanimous- 
ly refused to give up on any terms, declaring, 
that if the V were followed, they would give them 
*' a brush, 'and would repel force by force. The 
poachers then directly took off their great coats, 
threw them down with the game, dec. behind 
them, and approached the keepers in an atti- 
tude of attack. A smart contest instantly en- 
sued, both parties using only the sticks or blud- 
geons they carried: and such was the confusion 
during the battle, that some of the keepers were 
occasionally struck by their own comrades 
in mistake for their opponents. After they 
had fought in this manner about eight or ten 
minutes, one of the poachers named Robert 
Simmons, received a violent blow upon his leA 
temple, which felled him to the ground, where 
he lay, cr}'ing out murder, and asking for mer 
cy. The keepers very humanely desired thai 
all violence might cease on both sides: upon 
which three of the poachers took to flight and 
escaped, and the remaining three, together with 
Simmons, were secured by the keepers. Sim- 
mons, by the assistance of the other men, walked 
to the keeper's house, where he was placed in a 
chair: but he soon alter died. His death was 
no doubt caused by the pressure of blood upon 
the brain, occasioned by the rupture of a vessel 
from the blow he had received. The three 
poachers who had been taken were committed 
to Northleach prison. The iiv<v^^%V ^^k^'^gl ^^ 
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bodj of SimBBoas wis ttkm on Maodrnj, before 
W. Tiigge^ Genu Corocer; and the abore ae> 
cooDt » exeractcd from the evidence given ii|k» 
that occasion. The poachers were all armed 
vuh Undseons, except the deceased, vho had 
pnnrided himself vith the th:ck pan of a iail. ; 
made of firm knotted crabirce, and poialed at . 
the cxxremirj, in order to tbmst vith, if oeea- 1 
sioa rrqoired. The deceased vas an athletic I 
muse alar man, rery actire, and about tventj- i 
eight rears of a?e. He resided at Bovle, in 
Oxfordshire* and has left a vife bat no child. '. 
The three priscoers vere' heard in eridence; : 
and all ccncorred in statmg that the keepers '. 
were in no waj blameable, and aitriboted their ' 
disaster to their own indiscretion and impni- 
deace. Sereral of the keepers' partj were so 
much beat as to be now confined to their beds. 
The two parties are said to be total strangers 
to each other, consequent] j no malice prepense 
could have existed between them; and as it 
appeared to the jury, after a most minate and 
deliberate investigation, that the confasion dnr- 
iag the affrajr was so great, that the deceased 
was as likely to be struck by one of his own 
party as by the keepers', they returned a ver- 
dict of—iianaiaugkier against some person or 
persons unknown.* 

** Wretched as the first of these productions 
is, I think it can scarcely be denied, that both 
its spirit and its probable consequences are 
wholly to be ascribed to the exasperation natu- 
rally consequent upon the severe enactment just 
alluded to. And the last case is at least a strong 
proof that severitv of enactment is quite inade- 
quate to correct the evil."— <r. 856-359.) 

Poaching will exist in some degree, let the 
laws be what they may; but the most certain 
method of checking the poacher seems to be bv 
underselh'ng him. Ifgame can be lawfaily sold, 
the quantity sent to market will be increased, 
the price lowered, and, with that, the profits and 
temptations of the poacher. Not only would the 

5 rices of the poacher be lowered, but we much 
oubt if he would find any sale at all. Licenses 
to sell game might be confined to real poulterers, 
and real occupiers of a certain portion of land. 
It might l>c rendered penal to purchase it from 
any but licensed persons; and in this way the 
facility of the lawful, and the danger of the un- 
lawful trade, would either annihilate the poach- 
er's trade, or reduce his prices so much, tharit 
would be hardly worth his while to carry it on. 
What poulterer in London, or in any of the large 
towDN, w<iuld (leal with poachers, and expose 
himsolf to indictment for receiving stolen goods, 
when he might supply his customers at fair 
prices by dealing with the lawful proprietor of 
gnnii*? Opinion is of more power than law. 
Kuril conduct would soon become infamous; 
nnd every respectable tradesman would be 
shamed out of it. The consumer himself would 
rather buy his game of a poulterer nlan increase 
of price, than pick it up clandestinely, and at a 
great risk, though a somewhat smaller price, 
from porters and bcwthkeepers. Give them a 
ohance of gciimg it fliirly, and they will not get 
it unfairly. At present, no one has the slightest 
shame at violoting a law which eveiy body feels 
10 be absurd and unjust 
Poultry-houses are sometimes robbed ;~but 



stofea pooltiy ia rarely cftrpd to sale ;— at least, 
nobody pce te a ds that the shops of poalteferr and 
the tabies of monejcd genikmen are supplied 
by theM oieans. Chit of cme hundred geese that 
are eoBSBmed at Michaelmas^ ninety-nine come 
iaio the jaws of the eonsomer by honest means ; 
—and yet, if it had pleased the country gentle- 
flsen to have goose laws as well as game laws; 
— if goose4reepers had been appointed, and the 
sale and purchase of this savoury bird prohi- 
bited, the same enjoyments would have been 
procured by the crimes and convict iona of the 

EOT; and the periodical gluttony of Michaelmas 
re been rendered as guilty and criminal, as it 
is indigestible and unwholesome. Upon this 
subject we shall quote a passage from the very 
sensible and spirited letters before lu 

""In favourable sitoations, game would be 
reared and preserved for the express purpose of 
regularly supplying the market in fair and open 
competition ; which would so reduce its price, 
that I see no reason why a partridge should be 
dearer than a rabbit, or a hare and pheasant than 
a duck or goose. This is about the proportion 
of price which the animals bear to each other in 
France, where game can be legally sold, and is 
regularly brought to market; and where, by the 
way, game is as plentiful as in any cultivated 
country in Europe. The price so reduced wouki 
never be enough to compensate the risk and pe- 
nalties of the unlawful poacher, who must there- 
fore be dri ven out of the market Doubtless, the 
great poulterers of London and the commercial 
towns, who are the principal mttigaion ofpeaek' 
ing, would cease to have any temptation to con- 
tinue so, as they could fairiy and lawfully pro- 
cure game for their customers at a cheaper rate 
from the regular breeders. They would, as they 
now do for rabbits and wild-fowl, contract with 
persons to rear and preserve them for the regu- 
lar supply of their shops, which would be a much 
more commodious and satisfactory, and less 
hazardous way for them, than the irregular and 
dishonest and corrupting methods now pursued. 
It is not saying very much in favour of human 
nature to assert, that men in respectable stations 
of society bad rather procure me some enda by 
honest than dishonest means. Thus would all 
the temptations to offend against the game laws, 
arising from the change of society, together with 
the long chain of moral and political mischiefs, 
at once disappear. 

** But then, in order to secure a sufficient breed 
of game for the supply of the market, in fair and 
open competition, it will be necessary to author- 
ize a certain number of persons, likely to breed 
game for sale, to take and dispose of it when 
reared at their expense. For this purpose, I 
would suggest the propriety of permitting by law 
occupiers of land to take and kill game, for sale 
or otherwise, on their otc^ii oecupatunu onijf, un- 
less, (if tenants,) they are specifically prohibited 
by agreement with their landlord; reserving the 
game and the power of taking it to himself, (as 
is now frequently done in leases.) This per- 
mission should not, of course, operate daring 
the current leases, unless by agreement With 
this precaution, nothing could be fairer thai 
such an enactment ; for it is certainly at the ex- 
pense of the occupier that the game is raised and 
maintained: and unless he receive an equivalent 
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for it, either bj abatement of rent upon agree- 
iiiefit,or bj permission to take and dispose of it, 
he is certainly an injored man. Whereas it is 

Eerfectly jost that the owner of the land should 
ave the option either to increase his rent bj 
leaving the disposal of his game to his tenant, 
or vice verta. Game wonld be held to be (as in 
fact it is) an outgoing from the land, like tithe 
and other burdens, and therefore to be consi- 
dered in a bargain ; and land wonld either be let 
game-fittj or a special reservation of it made by 
agreement 

'■Moreover, since the breed of game ranst 
always depend npon the occupier of the land, 
who may, and frequently does, destroy every 
head of it, or prevent its coming to maturity, 
unless it is considered in his rent ; the license 
for which I am now contending, by afibrding an 
inducement to preserve the breed in particular 
spots, wonld evidently have a considerable ef- 
fect in increasing the stock of game in other 
parts, and in the country at large. There would 
be introduced a general system of protection 
depending upon individual interest, instead of a 
general system of destruction. I have, therefore, 
very little doubt that the provision here recom- 
mended would, upon the whole, add facilities to 
the amusements of the sportsman, rather than 
subtract from them. A sportsman without land 
might also hire from the occupier of a large 
tract of land the privilege of snooting over it, 
which wonld answer to the latter as well as 
sending his game to the market In short, he 
night in various ways get a fair return, to which 
he is well entitled for the expense and trouble 
incurred in rearing and preserving that particu- 
lar species of stock upon his land."— (P. 337— 
839.) 

There are sometimes 400 or 500 head of game 
kil^ in great manors on a single day. We 
diink it highly probable the greater part of this 
harvest (if the game laws were altered) would 
go to the poulterer, to purchase poultry or fish 
for the ensuing London seasvn. Nobody is so 
poor and so distressed as men of very large for- 
tanes, who are fond of making an unwise dis- 
play to the world; and if they had recourse to 
these means of supplying game, it is impossible 
to suppose that the occupation of the poacher 
could be continued. — The smuggler can com- 
pete with the spirit merchant on account of the 
great duty imposed by the revenue ; but where 
there is no duty to be saved, the mere thief— 
the man who brings the article to market with 
a halter around his neck — the man of whom it 
is disreputable and penal to buy — who hazards 
life, liberty and property, to procure the articles 
which he sells; such an adventurer can never 
be long the rival of him who honestly and fairly 
produces the articles in which he deals. — Fines, 
imprisonments, concealment, loss of character, 
are great deductions from the profits of any 
trade to which they attach, and great discou- 
neement to its pursuit 

It is not the custom at present for gentlemen 
to sell their game; but the custom would soon 
begin, and public opinion soon change. It is 
sot unusual for men of fortune to contract with 
their gardeners to supply their own table and to 
send Uie residue to market, or to sell their veni- 
son ; and the same thing might be done with the 
16 



manor. If game could be bought, it would not 
be sent in presents: — barn-door fowls are never 
so sent, precisely for this reason. 

The price of game would, under the system 
of laws of which we are speaking, be further 
lowered by the introduction of foreign game, the 
sale of which, at present prohibited, would tend 
very much to the preservation of English game 
by underselling the poacher. It would not be 
just, if it were possible, to confine any of the 
valuable productions of nature to the use of 
one class of men, and to prevent them from 
becoming the subject of barter, when the pro- 
prietor wished so to exchange them. It wonld 
be just as reasonable that the consumption of 
salmon should be confined to the proprietors of 
that sort of fishery — that the use of charr should 
be limited to the inhabitants of the lakes — that 
maritime Englishmen should alone eat oysters 
and lobsters as that every other class of the 
community than landowners should be prohibit* 
ed from the acquisition of game. 

It will be necessary, whenever the game laws 
are revised, that some of the worst punishments 
now inflicted for an infringement of these laws 
should be repealed. To transport a man for 
seven years, on account of partridges, and to 
harass a poor wretched peasant in the Crown 
Oflfice, are very preposterous punishments for 
such oflences; humanity revolts against then! — 
they are grossly tyrannical— and it is disgrace- 
ful that they should be suffered to remain on our 
statute books. But the most singular of nil 
abuses, is the new class of punishments which 
the squirarchy have themselves enacted against 
depredations on game. The law says, that an 
unqualified man who kills a pheasant, shall pay 
five pounds ; but the squire says he shall be snot; 
—and accordingly he places a spring-gun in the 
path of the poacher, and does all he can fo take 
away his life. The more humane and mitigated 
squire mangles him with traps; and the supra- 
fine country gentleman only detains him in ma- 
chines, which prevent his escape, but do not 
lacerate their captive. Of the gross illegality of 
such proceedings, there can be no reasonable 
doubt Their immorality and cruelty are equally 
clear. If they are not put down by some decla- 
ratory law, it will be absolutely necessary that 
the judges, in their invaluable circuits of Oyer 
and Terminer, should leave two or three of his 
majesty's squires to a fate too vulgar and indeli- 
cate to be alluded to in this journal. 

Men have certainly a clear right to defend 
their property; but then it must be by such 
means as the law allows : — their houses by pis- 
tols, their fields by actions for trespass, their 
game by information. There is an end of law, 
if every man is to measure out his punishment 
for his own wrong. Nor are we able to distin- 
guish between the guilt of two persons, — the one 
of whom deliberately shoots a man whom he 
sees in his fields— the other of whom purposely 
places suA instruments as he knows will shoot 
trespassers upon his fields. Better that itshoukl 
be lawful to kill a trespasser face to face than 
to place engines which will kill him. The tres- 
passer may be a child — a wom^n — a son or 
friend. The spring-gun cannot accommodate 
itself to circumstances,— the squire or the fame 
keeper may. 
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These, then, are oar opiDions respecting the 
alterations in the game laws, which, as they now 
stand, are perhaps the only system which could 
possibly render the possession of game so very 
insecare as it now is. We would give to every 
xaan an absulute property in the game upon his 
land, with full power to kill— to permit others to 
kiil---and to sell;— we would punish any viola- 
tion of that property by summary conviction, and 
pecuniary penalties — rising in value according 
to the number of offences. This would of course 
abolish all qualifications; and we sincerely be- 
lieve it would lessen the profits of selling game il- 
legally, so as very materially to lessen the number 
of poachers. It would make game as an article 
of food, accessible to all classes, without infring- 
ing the laws. It would limit the amusement of 



country gentlemen within the botmdaries of jus* 
tice — and would enable the magistrate cheerful- 
ly and conscientiously 4o execute laws, of the 
moderation and justice of which he must be the* 
roughly convinced. To this conclusion, too, we 
have no doubt we shall come at the last. After 
many years of scutigeral folly — loaded prisons* . 
— nightly battles — poachers tempted — aiiul fami- 
lies ruined, these principles will finally prevail, 
and make law once more coincident with rea- 
son and justice. 



* In the coune of the last yean no fewer than fiMie* 
hundred persons were committed for oflTenees against tbo 
none ; besides those who ran away from their families 
for the fear of commitment This is no slight qooutity of 
misery 



BOTANY BAY.* 

[Ebivbubob Rsvixw, 1819.] 



This land of convicts and kangaroos is be- 
ginning to rise into a very fine and flourishing 
settlement: — And great indeed must be the natu- 
ral resources, and splendid the endowments of 
that land that has been able to survive the sys- 
tem of neglectf and oppression experirnced 
from the mother country, and the series of igno- 
rant and absurd governors that have been se- 
lected for the administration of its affairs. But 
mankind live and flourish not only in spite of 
storms and tempests, but (which could not have 
been anticipated previous to experience) in 
spite of colonial secretaries expressly paid to 
watch over their interests. The supiueness 
and profligacy of public officers cannot always 
overcome the amazing energy with which hu- 
man beings pursue their happiness, nor the sa- 
gacity with which tbey determine on the means 
by which that end is to be promoted. Be it our 
care, however<to record for the future inhabit- 
ants of Australasia, the political sufferings of 
their larcenous forefathers ; and let them appre- 
ciate, as they ought, that energy which founded 
a mighty empire in spite of the afflicting blun- 



*t. A StatistieaL, Historical andPolitical Dt$eription of the 
Celeny of New South WaUs^ and its dependent Settlements 
in Van Diemen's Land; with a particular Enumeration of 
the Advantages which these eolonia qfer/or Emigration, 



9. Leitrr to Viseount Sidmouth, Secretary qfStau/or the 



1819. 

a (XHara*s Sislory ^ New South Wales. Hotehard. 
London, 181& 

. t One and no small exense for the miseondnet of colo- 
nial secretaries is, the enormous quantity of business by 
which they are distracted. There should be two or three 
oolooial secreuries instead of one : the office is dreadfully 
overwelfhed. The goTemraem of the colonies is com* 
tmToJy M #0XJM of blunders. 



ders and marvellous cacoeconomy of their go- 
vemment. 

Botany Bay is situated in a fine climate, rather 
Asiatic than European, — with a great variety of 
temperature,T-but favourable on the whole to 
health and life. It, conjointly with Van Die- 
men*s Land, produces coal in great abundance, 
fossil salt, slate, lime, plumbago, potter's clay; 
iron ; white, yellow and brilliant topazes; alum 
and copper. These are all the important fossil 
productions which have been hitherto disco- 
vered; but the epidermis of the country has 
hardly as yet been scratched; and it is most 
probable that the immense mountains which 
divide the eastern and western settlements, B»- 
thurst and Sydney, must abound with every spe- 
cies of mineral wealth. The harbours are ad« 
mirable; and the whole world, perhaps, cannoi 

£ reduce two such as those of Port Jackson and 
^erwent. The former of these is land-locked 
for fourteen miles in length, and of the most 
irregular form; its soundings are more than 
sufiScient for the largest ships; and all the na- 
vies of the world might ride in safety within it. 
In the harbour of Derwent there is a road-stead 
forty-eight milec in length, completely land- 
locked ;— varying in breadth from eight to two 
miles, — in depth from thirty to four fathoms/^ 
and affording the best anchorage the whole way 
The mean heat, during the three summer 
months, December, January, and February, it 
about SO^ at noon. The heat which such a de- 
gree of the thermometer would seem to indicate^ 
is considerably tempered by the sea>breeae, 
which blows with considerable force from nine 
in the morning till seven in the evening. The 
three autumn months are March, April and 
May, in which the thermometer varies from 66^ 
at night to 75^ at noon. The three winter months 
are June, July, and August. During this inter- 



WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



in 



ral; the mornings and evenings are very chilly, 
and the nights excessively cold ; hoar-frosts are 
freqoent ; ice, half an inch thick, is found twenty 
miles from the coast; the mean temperature, at 
daylight, is from 40<* to 46,** and at noon, from 
66^ to 60**. In the three months of spring, the 
thermometer varies from BQ9 to 70®. The cli- 
mate to the westward of the mountains is colder. 
Heavy falls of snow take place during the win- 
ter; the frosts are more severe, and the winters 
of longer duration. All the seasons are much 
more distinctly marked, and resemble much 
more those of this country. 

Such is the climate of Botany Bay; and, in 
this remote part of the earth, Nature (having 
made horses, oxen, ducks, geese, oaks, elms, 
and all regular and useful productions for the 
rest of the world), seems determined to have a 
bit of play, and to amuse herself as she pleases. 
Accordingly, she makes cherries with the stone 
on the outside ; and a monstrous animal, as tall 
as a grenadier, with the head of a rabbit, a tail 
as big as a bed-post, hopping along at the rate 
of five hops to a mile, with three or four young 
kangaroos looking out of its false uterus to see 
what is passing. Then comes a quadruped as 
big as a large cat, with the eyes, colour and 
skin of a mole, and the bill and web-feet of a 
duck — puzzling Dr. Shaw, and rendering the 
latter half of his life miserable, from his utter 
inability to determine whether it was a bird or 
a beast. Add to this a parrot, with the legs of 
a sea-gull; a skate with the head of a shark; 
and a bird of such monstrous dimensions, that 
a side l>one of it will dine three real camiverous 
Englishmen; — together with many other pro- 
ductions that agitate Sir Joseph, and fill him 
with mingled emotions of distress and delight. 

The colony has made the following pro- 
gress:— 

Stoc2c in 178& Stock in 1817. 

Homed Cattle - 6 Do. - 44,753 

Horses - - - 7 Do. - 3,072 

Sheep - - . 89 Do. - 170,920 

Hogs - - - 74 Do. - 17,842 

Land in cultivation acres. Do. - 47,664 
Inhabitants - - 1000 Do. - 20,379 

The colony has a bank, with a capital of 
TOfiOOL; a newspaper; and a capital (the town of 
Sydney) containing about 7000 persons. There 
is also a Van Diemen's Land Gazette. The 
perusal of these newspapers, which are regu- 
larly transmitted to England, and may be pur- 
chased in London, has afforded us considerable 
amaaement. Nothing can paint in a more lively 
manner the state of the settlement, its disadvan- 
tages and prosperities, and the opinions and 
manners which prevail there. 

''On Friday, Mr. James Squires, settler and 
brewer, wailed on his excellency at Govern- 
ment House, with two vines of hops taken 
from his own grounds, &c. — ^As a pubhc recom- 
pense for the unremitted attention shown by the 
grower in bringing this valuable plant to such 
» high degree of perfection, his excellency has 
directed a cow to be given to Mr. Squires from 
tiM government herd." — (yifara, p. 255. 

" To Parents and Guardians, 
* A person who flatters herself her character 
will bear the strictest scrutiny, being desirous 



of receiving into her charge a proposed number 
of children of her own sex, as boarders, respect- 
fully acquaints parents and guardians that she 
is about to situate herself either in Sydney or 
Paramatta, of which notice will be shortly given. 
She doubts not, at the same time, that her as* 
siduity in the inculcation of moral principles in 
the youthful mind, joined to an unremitting at- 
tention and polite diction, will insure to her the 
much-desired confidence of those who may 
think proper to favour her with such a charge. — 
Inquiries on the above subject will be answered 
by G. Howe, at Sydney, who will make known 
the name of the advertiser." — (p. 270.) 

9 ^'Losl, 

«< (supposed to be on the governor's wharf,) 
two small keys, a tortoise shell comb, and a 
packet of papers. Whoever may have found 
them, will, on delivering them to the printer, 
receive a reward of half a gallon of spirits."— 
(p. 272.) 

" 7b the Public 
''As we have no certainty of an immediate 
supply of paper, wc cannot promise a publica- 
tion next week." — (p. 290.) 

** Fashionable Intelligence, Sept. 7th, 
** On Tuesday his excellency the late gover- 
nor, and Mrs. King, arrived in town from Para- 
matta ; and yesterday Mrs. King returned thither, 
accompanied by Mrs. Putland." — {Ibid,) 

**Tohe sold by private Contract, by Mr, Bevofif 
"An elegant four-wheeled chariot, with plated 
mounted harness for four horses complete; and 
handsome lady's side-saddle and bridle. May 
be viewed, on application to Mr. Bevan.**— - 
(p. 347.) 

" From the Derwent Star, 
" Lieutenant Lord, of the Royal Marines, who, 
aAer the death of Lieutenant-Governor Collins, 
succeeded to the command of the settlement at 
Hobart Town, arrived at Port Jackson in the 
Hunter, and favours us with the perusal of the 
ninth number published of the Derwent Star and 
Van Diemen^s Land Intelligencer { from which 
we copy the following extracts." — (p. 368.) 

«il Card. 
"The subscribers to the Sydney Race Course 
are informed that the Stewards have made ar^ 
rangements for two balls during the race week, 
viz., on Tuesday and Thursday. — Tickets, at 
Is. 6d. each, to be had at Mr. E. wills's, George 
Street — An ordinary for the subscribers and 
their friends each da^of the races, at Mr. Wills's. 
Dinner on table at five o'clock." — (p. 866.) 

" 7%e Ladies' Cup. 
•« The ladies' cup, which was of very superior 
workmanship, won by Chase, was presented 
to Captain Richie by Mrs. M'Quarie; who,ac* 
companied by his excellency, honoured each 
day's race with her presence, and who, with 
her usual affability, was pleased to preface the 
donation with the following short address.— ^ In 
the name of the Ladies of New South Wales, I- 
have the pleasure to present you with this cup 
Give me leave to congratulate you on being the 
successful candidate for \t.\ v^XaYijcs^ ^5Qax>x 
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is a prrlodf* to fatare toeeeM and lasting pros- 
perity.'"— (pw 357.) 

"Buickers. 

•Now killing, at Matthew Pimpton's, Cum 



not disgrace the best parts of London ; bat this 
description we most take the lilterty to consider 
as more patriotic than tme. We rather saspect 
it was penned before Mr. Wentworth was in 
London; for he is (be it said to his honour) a 



beriand street. Rocks, beef; mntton. pork, and ^^^^^ ^^ ^ g Yhe value of lands (in 
lamb. Bjrretad.l«.4Aperbb. Motion by the j,^ ^^^ spirit he adds) is half as great in 
carcass, Is. per lib. sterting, or 14i£. currencj; Sydney as in the best situations in London; and 



warranted to weigh from 10 lib. to 13 libu per 
quarter. Lamb per diito. — Captains of ships ; 
applied at the wholesale price, and with punc- 1 
tuality^-N.ll. Beef, porii. mutton, and lamb, ^i \ 
E. Lunb's, Hunter street, at the abore pri^c^s " 
— (^S76.) 

«&& Pork and Flair from OlaieUe. \ 

^On sale, at the warehouse of Mrs. & WMil-, 
9C George street, a large quantity of the ihovt 
articles, well cured, being the Mereuiy's tasi 
importation from Otaheite. The terms per cA.-k 
are \0d. per lib. sterling, or Is. currency. — 
N,B, For the accommodation of families, it viil 
be sold in quantities not less than 113 lib." — {p. 
877.) 

^PtuHtutgt'-^A Card* 
•Mr. J. W. Lewin begs leare to iufonn hi% 
friends and the public in general, that he intends 
opening an academy for painting on the da ^rs of 
Monday, Wednesilay. and Friday, from the hoqrs 
of 10 to 13 in the forenoon. — ^Ttrms 5«. a Ir?- j 
son: Entrance S0». — N.B, The erening academy 
for drawing continued as usual."— (p. 384.) 

*^Sakof RamM, 

"Ten rams of the Merino breed, lately sold 
b¥ auction from the flocks of John M'Artfaurr 
Esq., produced upwards of 300 guineas."— (p. 
388.) 

"lAv. Jbnet's Vaeatkn Ball, December UfJi. 

** Mrs. 'Jones, with great respect, infonn:^ \ht 
parents and guardians of the young ladies en* 
trusted to her tuition, that the vacation baJL is 
fixed for Tuesday the 23d instant, at the ^emi> 
nary. No. 45 Castlereagh street, Sydney. Tick e is 
7s. 6d each."— (p. 388.) 

^Sjparting InteiSgmu. 

"A fine hunt took place the 8ih instant se the 
Nepean, of which the following is the accounf 
given by a gentleman present. * Having cast o^ 
by the government nut on the Nepean, a»d 
drawn the cover in that neighbourhood fur a 
native Dog unsuccessfully, we tried the forest 
ground ffir a Kangaroo, which we soon fooT^d* 
It went ofi* in excellent style along the sand^ by 
the riverside, and crossed to the Cow-pa^iure 
Plains, running a circle of about two miles ; 
then recrossed, taking a direction for Mr. Camp- 
bell's stock-yard, and from thence at the back 
of Badge Allen Hill, to the head of Boorragba* 
ham Creek, where he was headed; from thence 
he took the main range of hills between ibe 
Bad^e Allen and Badge Allenabinjee, in a 
straight direction for Mr. Throsbey's farm. 
where the hounds ran into him; and he was 
killed, aAcr a good run of about two hours.''— 
The weight of the animal was upwards of 130 
lib."— (p. 880.) 

Of the town of Sydnejr, Mr. Wentworth ob- 
serves, that there are in it many public buiJd- 
Jajft^ MS weU 33 houses of individoals, that would 



is daily increasing: The proof of this which 
Mr. Wentworth gives is, thai ''it is not a com- 
modious house which can be rented for 100^ 
per annum unfurnished." The town of Sydoey 
contains two good public schools, for the educa- 
tion of 334 children of both sexes. There are 
establishments, also, for the diffusion of educa- 
tion in every populous district throughout the 
colony; the masters of these schools are allowed 
sUpulated salaries from the Orphans' fund. Mr. 
Wentworth states that one-eighth part of the 
whole revenue of the colony is appropriated to 
the purposes of education ; this eighth he com- 
putes at 3500iL Independent of these institutions, 
there is an Auxiliary Bible Society, a Sunday 
School, and several good private schools. This 
is all as it should be : the education of the poor, 
important everywhere, is indispensable at Bota- 
ny Bay. Nothing but the earliest attention to 
the habits of children can restrain the erratic 
finger from the contiguous scrip, or prevent the 
hereditary tendency to larcenous abstraction. 
The American arrangements respecting the 
education of the lower orders is excellent. 
Their unsold lands are surveyed, and divided 
into districts. In the centre of every district, 
an ample and well-selected lot is provided for 
the support of future schools. We wish this 
had been imitated in New Holland ; for we are 
of opinion that the elevated nobleman. Lord 
Sidmouth, should imitate what is good and wise, 
even if the Americans are his teachers. Mr. 
Wentworth talks of 15,000 acres set apart for 
the support of the Female Orphan Schools; 
which certainly does sound a little extravagant: 
but then 50 or 100 acres of this reserve are 
given as a portion to each female orphan; so 
Uiat all this pious tract of ground will be soon 
married away. This dotation of women, in a 
place where they are scarce, is amiable and 
foolish enough. There is a school also for the 
education and civilization of the natives, we 
hope not to the exclusion of the children of con- 
victs who have clearly a prior claim upon pub- 
lic charity. 

Great exertions have been made in public 
roads and bridges. The present governor has 
wisely established toll-gates in all the principal 
roads. No tax can be more equitable, and no 
money more beneficially employed. The herds 
of wild cattle have either perished through the 
long dronshts, or been destroyed by the remote 
settlers. They have nearly disappeared; and 
their extension is a good rather than an eviL A 
very good horse for cart or plough may now be 
bought for bl to lOA; working oxen for the s«bm 
price^; fine young breeding ewes from l£ to S£, 
according to the quality of the fleece. 8o laielf 
as 1808, a cow and calf were sold by pnblie 
auction for 105/^ and the price of middling 
cattle was from 60/1 to lOOt A breeding mare 
was, at the same period, worth from 150 to 300 
guineas; and ewes from 10/. to 30/. The inhabit- 
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mnts of New South Wales have now SOOO years 
before them of cheap beef and matton. The 
price of land is of course regulated by its sitna- 
tion and quality. Four years past, an hundred 
and tiij acres of very indifferent ground, about 
three quarters of a mile from Sydney, were 
sold, by virtue of an execution, in lots of 12 
acres each, and averaged 14il per acre. This 
is the highest price given for land not situated 
in a town. The general average of unimproved 
land is ^L per acre. In years when the crops 
Jiave not suffered from flood or drought, wheat 
sells for 9a per bushel; maize for 3*. 6c/.; barley 
ibr 6s4 oats for 4«. 6d^ potatoes for 6«. per cwt. 
By the last accounts received from the colony, 
motion and beef were 6(/. per lib.; veal Bd.; pork 
9d. Wheat 9s. 9d. per bushel; oats' 4^., and 
barley St. per ditto. Fowls 4^. 6<f. per couple ; 
ducks 69. per ditto ; geese 5a. each ; turkeys 7a, 
6dL each ; eggs 2a 6</. per dozen ; butter 2a, 6d, 
per lib. There are manufacturers of coarse 
woollen cloths, hats, earthenware, pipes, salt, 
candles, soap. There are extensive breweries 
and tanneries; and all sort^ of mechanics and 
artificers necessary for an infant colony. Car- 
penters, stone masons, bricklayers, wheel and 
]>1ougfa Wrights, and all the most useful descrip- 
tion of artificers, can earn from Ba, to lOa, per 
day. Great attention has been paid to the im- 
provement of wool ; and it is becoming a very 
considerable article of export to this country. 

The most interesting circumstance in the 
accounts lately received from Botany Bay, is 
the discovery of the magnificent river on the 
western side of the Blue Mountains. The pub- 
lie are aware that a fine road has been made 
from Sydney to Bathurst, and a new town 
foiraded at the foot of a western side of these 
monntains, a distance of 140 miles. The coun- 
try in the neighbourhood of Bathurst has been 
described as beautiful, fertile, open, and emi- 
nently fit for all the purposes of a settlement. 
The object was to find a river; and such an one 
has been found, the description of which it is 
impossible to read without the most lively in- 
tercut. The intelligence is contained in a dis- 
patch from Mr. Oxley, surveyor-general of the 
settlement, to the governor, dated 30tb August, 
1817. 

••* On the 19th, we were gratified by falling in 
with a river running through a most beautiful 
country, and which I would have been well con- 
tented to have believed the river we were in 
search of. Accident led ns down this stream 
about a mile, when we were surprised by its 
junction with a river coming from the south, of 
such width and magnitude, as to dispel all 
doubts as to this last behig the river we had so 
long anxiously looked for. Short as our resour- 
ces were, we could not resist the temptation this 
oeautiful countr}' offered us to remain two days 
cm the junction of the river, for the purpose of 
examining the vicinity to as great an extent as 
possible. 

*"Our examination increased the satisfac- 
tion we had previously felt As far as the eye 
cooM reach m every direction, a rich and pic- 
turesque country extended, abounding in lime- 
stone, slate, good timber and every other requi- 
site that could render an uncultivated country 
desirable. The soil cannot be excelled; whilst 



a noble river of thefirat mogmtnde afifords the 
means of conveying its productions from one 
part to the other. Where I quitted it, its course 
was northerly; and we were then north of the 
parallel of Port Stevens, being in latitude 32^ 
45^ south, and 148^ 58^ east longitude. 

** * It appeared to me that the Macqnarrie had 
taken a north-north-west course from Bathurst, 
and that it must have received immense acces- 
sions of water in its course from that place. 
Weviewcd it at a period best calculated to form 
anacc urate judgment of its importance, when 
it was neither swelled by floods beyond its na- 
turial and usual height, nor contracted within 
limits by summer droughts. Of its magnitude 
when it should have received the streams we 
had crossed, independent of any it may receive 
from the east, which, from the boldness and - 
height of the countiy, I presume must be at 
least as many, some idea may be formed, when 
at this point it exceeded in breadth and apparent 
depth, the Hawkesbuir at Windsor. Many of 
the branches were of grander and more ex- 
tended proportion than the admired one on the 
Nepean river from the Warragambia to Emu 
plains. 

** * Resolving to keep as near the river as pos* 
sible during the remainder of our course to 
Bathurst, and endeavour to ascertain, at least 
on the west side, what waters fell into it, on the 
22d we proceeded up the river; and between the 
point quitted and Bathurst, crossed the sources 
of numberless streams, all running into the 
Macqnarrie. Two of them were nearly as large 
as that river itself at Bathurst. The country 
whence all these streams derive their source 
was mountainous and irregular, and appeared 
equally so on the east side of the Macqnarrie. 
This description of country extended to the im- 
mediate vicinity of Bathurst; but to the west of 
those loAy ranges the country was broken into 
low, grassy hills and fine valleys, watered by 
rivulets rising on the west side of the moun- 
tains, which, on their eastern side, pour their 
waters directly into the Macqnarrie. 

•"These westerly streams appeared to me to 
join that which I had at first sight taken for the 
Macqnarrie ; and when united, fall into it at the 
point at which it was first discovered on the 
19th inst 

" * We reached this place last evening, with- 
out a single accident having occurred during 
the whole progress of the expedition, which 
from this point has encircled, with the parallels 
of 34^ (K south and 32^ south, and between the 
meridians of 149^ 43^ and 143^ 4(K east, a space 
of nearly one thousand miles.' " — Wentworth, 
pp. 72—75. 

The nearest distance from the point at which 
Mr. Oxley left off", to any part of the western 
coast, is very little short of 2000 miles. The 
Hawkesbury, at Windsor, (to which he com- 
pares his new river in magnitude,) is 250 yards 
in breadth, and of sufficient depth to float a 74 
gun ship. At this point it has 2000 miles in a 
straight line to reach the ocean ; and if it winds 
as rivers commonly do wind, it has a space to 
flow over of between 5000 and 6000 miles. The 
course and direction of the river have since be- 
come the object of two tx^^^\V\Qii%>«i^\ii\«^^ 
under Mr. Ox\e7, \5\t ^ivYiw Vi ^^^ xaAKt\:>^^ 
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tenant King, to the results of which we look for- 
ward with great interest Enough of the eoontrj 
on the western side of the Blue Monntains has 
heen discovered, to show that the settlement 
has been made on the wrong side. The space 
between the Mountains and the Eastern Sea is 
Bot above 40 miles in breadth, and the fire or 
SIT miles nearest the coast are of very barren 
land, llie country, on the other side, is boiud- 
less, fertile, well watered, and of very great 
iMMUty. The importance of such a river as the 
Kacqoarrie is incalcolable. We cannot help 
remarking here, the courtly appellations in 
which Geography deb'ghts ;--the river Hawke»- 
iunfs the town of Windtoroik its banks; Baihtmi 
Plains ; Nepean River. Shall we never hear of 
the Gulf of Ttemty; Brougham Point; or the 
Straits of Matkintoah on the river Grty? 

The misukes which have been made in set- 
tling this fine colony are of considerable im- 
portance, and such as must very seriously retard 
us progress to power and opulence. The first 
we shall mention is the settlement on the 
Hawkesbury. Every work of nature has its 
characteristic defects. Marshes should be sus- 
pected of engendering disease — a Tolcanic 
coiutry of eruptions — rivers of overflowing. A 
very little portion of this kind of reflection would 
have induced the disposers of land in New 
South Wales to have become a little better 
acquainted with the Hawkesbury before they 
granted land on its banks, and gave that direc- 
tion to the tide of setUement and cultivation. It 
turns out that the Hawkesbury is the embou- 
chure throngh which all the rain that falls on 
the eastern side of the Blue Mountain makes its 
way to the sea; and accordingly, without any 
warning, or any fall of rain on the settled part 
of the river, the stream has oAen risen from 70 
to 00 feet above its common level 

"These inundations oAen rise seventy or 
eighty feet above low water mark; and the in- 
stance of what is still emphatically termed 'the 
great flood,' attained an elevation of ninety-three 
feet The chaos of confusion and distress that 
presents itself on these occasions cannot be 
easily conceived by any one who has not been 
a witness of its horrors. An immense expanse 
of water, of which the eye cannot in many di- 
rections discover the limits, everywhere inter- 
spersed with growing timber, and crowded with 
poultry, pigs, horses, cattle, stacks and houses, 
having frequently men, women and children, 
clinging to them for protection and shrieking 
out in an agon^ of despair for assistance: — 
such are the principal objects by which these 
scenes of death and devastation are charac- 
terized. 

''These inundations are not periodicah, but 
they most generally happen in the month of 
March. Within the last two years there have 
been no fewer than four of them, one of which 
was nearly as high as the great flood. In the 
six years preceding, there had not been one. 
Since the establishment of the colony, they have 
lMppened,upon an average, about once in three 

"The principal cause of them is the conti- 
nue of this river to the Blue Mountains. The 
urose ftod Warragambia rivers, from which 
two Movrect it derives its principal supply, issue 



direct from these mountains; and the Nepean 
river, the other principal branch of it, runs along 
the base of them for fifty or sixty miles ; and re- 
ceives, in its progress, from the innumerable 
mountain torrents connected with it, the whole 
of the rain which these mountains collect in 
that great extent That this is the principal 
cause of these calamitous inundations has been 
fully proved; for shortly after the plantation of 
this cok>ny, the Hawkesbury overflowed its 
banks (which are in general about thirty feet 
in height,) in the midst of harvest, when not a 
single drop of rain had fallen on the Port Jack- 
son side of the mountains. Another great cause 
of the inundations which take place in this and 
the other rivers in the colony, is the small fall 
that is in them and the consequent slowness of 
their currents. The current in the Hawkesbury, 
even when the tide is in full ebb, does not exceed 
two miles an hour. The water, therefore, which 
dunng the rains rushes in torrents from the 
mountains, cannot escape with sufficient rapidi- 
ty; and from its immense accumulation soon 
overtops the^anks of the river and covers the 
whole, of the low country." — Wenhoorthf pp. 
24-26. 

It appears to have been a great oversight not 
to have built the town of Sydney upon a regular 
plan. Ground was granted, in the first instance, 
without the least attention to this circumstance; 
and a chaos of pigsiyes and houses was pro- 
duced, which subsequent governors have found 
it extremely difficult to reduce to a state of ord^r 
and regularity. 

Regularity is of consequence in planning a 
metropolis; but fine buildings are absurd in the 
infant state of any country. The various go- 
vernors have unfortunately displinred rather too 
strong a taste for architecture — ^forgetting that 
the real Palladio for Botany Bay, in its present 
circumstances, is he who keeps out the sun, wind 
and rain with the smallest quantity of bricks 
and mortar. 

The appointment of Governor Bligh appears 
to have been a very serious misfortune to the 
colony — at such an immense distance from the 
mother-country, with such an uncertainty of 
communication, and with a population so pecu- 
liarly circumstanced. In these extraordinary 
circumstances, the usual jobbing of the treasury 
should really be laid aside, and some little at- 
tention paid to the selection of a proper person. 
It is common, we know, to send a person who 
is somebody's cousin ; but, when a new empire 
is to be founded, the treasury should send out. 
into some other part of the town, for a man ot 
sense and character. 

Another very great absurdity which has been 
committed at Botany Bay, is the diminution of 
their strength and resources by the foundation 
of so many subordinate settlements. No sooner 
had the settlers unpacked their boxes at Port 
Jackson, than^a fresh colony was settled in 
Norfolk Island UQder Lieutenant King, which 
was afterwards abandoned, after considerable 
labour and expense, from the want of a harboun 
besides foiir or five settlements on the main 
land, two or three thousand persons, under a 
lieutenant-goveroor, and regular officers, are 
settled in Van Diemen's Land. The difficulties 
of a new colony are such, that the exertions of . 
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all the aims and legs are wanted merely to 
eorer their bodies and fill their bellies: the 
passage from one settlement to another, neces- 
aary for common intercourse, is a great waste 
of strength; ten thousand men, within a given 
compass, will do mnch more for the improve- 
ment of a country than the same number spread 
over three times the space — will make more 
miles of roads, clear more acres of wood, and 
boild more bridges. The judge, the windmill, 
and the school, are more accessible ; and one 
judge, one windmill, and one school, may do 
uistead of two;~there is less waste of labour. 
We do not, of course, object to the natural ex- 
pansion of a colony over uncultivated lands — 
the more rapidly that takes place the greater is 
the prosperity of the settlement; but we repro- 
bate the practice of breaking the first population 
of a colony, by the interposition of government, 
into small detached portions, placed at great 
intervals. It is a bad economy of their re- 
sources ; and as such, is very properly objected 
lo by the committee of the House of Commons. 

Tiiis colony appears to have suffered a good 
deal from the tyranny as well as tile ignorance 
of its governors. On the 7ih of December, 1816, 
Ooremor Macqnarrie issued the following or- 
der: — 

"His excellency is also pleased further to 
declare, order and direct, that in consideration 
of the premises, the under-mentioned sums, 
amounts and charges, and no more, wi(h re- 
gard to and upon the various denominations of 
work, labour and services, described and set 
forth, shall be allowed, claimed or demandable 
within this territory and its dependencies in 
respect thereof." — WentwoHh, pp. 105, 106. 

And then follows a schedule of every species 
of labour, to each of which a maximum is af- 
fixed. We have only to observe, that a good 
atoat inundation of the Hawkesbury would be 
ftr less pernicious to the industry of the colony 
dian such gross ignorance and absurdity as this 
order evinces. Young surgeons are examined 
in 8oigeon*s Hall on the methods of cutting off 
legs and arms before they are allowed to prac- 
tise surgery. An examination on the principles 
of Adam Smith, and a license from Mr. Ricardo, 
seem to be almost a necessary preliminary for 
the Appointment of governors. We must give 
another specimen of Governor Macquarrie's 
acquaintance with the principles of political 
economy. 

•"General Orders, 

"His excellency has observed, with much 
concern, that, at the present time of scarcity, 
most of the garden sround attached to the allot- 
ments, wj^ereon different descriptions of per- 
aons have been allowed to build huts, are totally 
aeglected, and no vegetable growing thereon : 
^-aa such neglect in the occupiers, point's them 
out as unfit to profit by such indulgence, those 
wlio do not put the garden ground attached to 
Ao allotments they occupy in cultivation, on 
or before the 10th day of July next, will be dis- 
possessed (except in cases wherein ground is 
neld by lease), and more industrious persons 
put in possession of them ; as the present ne- 
cessities of the settlement require every exer- 
tion being used to supply the wants of families. 



by the ground attached to their dwellings being 
made as productive as possible.—By command 
of his excel lencv. G. Blaxwbli, Sec. Cmrr/i- 
meni House, Sydney , June 21*/. I80e:*^(y HarOi 
p. 276. 

This compulsion to enjoy, this despotic bene- 
volence, is something quite new in the science 
of government. 

The sale of spirits was, first of all, mono- 
polized by the government, and then let out 
to individuals for the purpose of building an 
hospital. Upon this subject Mr. Bennet ob- 
serves,-*- 

** Heretofore all ardent spirits brought to the 
colony were purchased by the government, and 
served out at fixed prices to the officers, civil 
and military, according to their ranks; hence 
arose a discreditable and gainful trade on the 
part of these officers,* their wives and mis* 
tresses. The price of spirits at times was so 
high, that one and two guineas have been given 
for a single bottle. The thirst aAer ardent 
spirits became a mania among the settlers: all 
the writers on the state of the colony, and all 
who have resided there, and have given testi- 
mony concerning it, describe this rage and 
passion for drunkenness as prevailing in all 
classes, and as being the principal foundation 
of all the crimes committed there. This ex- 
travagant propensity to drunkenness was taken 
advantage of by the governor, to aid him in 
the building of the hospital. Mr. Wentworth, 
the surgeon, Messrs. Riley and Blaxwell, ob- 
tained permission to enter a certain quantity of 
spirits; — they were to pay a duty of five or 
seven shillings a gallon on the quantity they in- 
troduced, which duty was to be set apart for the 
erection of the hospital. To prevent any other 
spirits from being landed, a monopoly was- 
given to these contractors. As soon as the 
agreement was signed, these gentlemen sent 
off to Rio Janeiro, the Mauritius and the East 
Indies, for a large quantity of rum and arrack, 
which they could purchase at 'about the rate of 
2s. or 2s. id* per fpeillon, and disembarked ir at 
Sydney. From there being but few houses 
that were before permitted to sell this poison, 
they abounded in every street; and such was the 
enormous consumption of spirits, that money 
was soon raised to build the hospital, which 
was finished in 1814. Mr. Marsden informs 
us, that in the small town of Paramatta, thir- 
teen houses were licensed to deal in spirits, 
though he should think five at the utmost would 
be amply sufficient for the accommodation of 
the public."— Bcimrf, pp. 77-79. 

The whole coast of Botany Bay and Van 
Diemen's Land abounds with whales ; and, ae* 
cordingly, the duty levied upon train oil pix>» 
cured by the subjects in New South Wales, or 
imported there, is twenty times greater than 
that paid by the inhabitants of this country; 
the duty on spermaceti oil, imported, is sutfv 
times greater. The duty levied on train oil, 
spermaceti and head matter, procured by tho 
inhabitants of Newfoundland, is only threo 
times the amount of that which is levied on 
the same substance procured by British sub- 
jects residing in the United Kingdom. The 
duty levied on oil procured by British sublectk 
residing in tha Bahama or Batumi^ \%\vm^^ 
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OD the plantations of North America, is only 
eight times the amount on train oil, and twelve 
times the amount on spermaceti, of that which 
is levied on the same substances taken by 
British subjects within the United Kingdom. 
The duty, therefore, which is payable on train 
oil in vessels belonging to this colony is nearly 
seven times greater than that which is payable 
on the same description of oil taken in vessels 
beloni^iog to the island of Newfoundland, and 
considerably more than double of that which is 
payable on the same commodity taken in ves- 
sels belonging to; the Bahama or Bermuda 
islands, or to the plantations in North Ame- 
rica; while the doty which is levied on sperm- 
aceti oil, procured in vessels belonging to this 
colony, is five tinies the amount of th^ which 
is levied on vessels belonging to the above- 
mentioned places, and twenty times the amount 
of that which is levied on vessels belonging to 
Newfoundland. The injustice of this seems to 
us to be quite enormous. The statements are 
taken from Mr. Went worth's book. 

The inhabitants of New South Wales have 
Ag trial by jury; the governor has not even a 
council to restrain him. There is imposed in 
this country a very heavy duty on timber and 
coals exported ; but for which, says Mr. Went- 
worth, some hundred tons of these valuable 
productions would have been sent annually to 
the Cape of Good Hope and India, since the 
vessels which have been in the habit of trading 
between those countries and the colony have 
always returned in ballast. The owners and 
oonsignees would gladly have shipped cargoes 
of timber and coals, if they could nave derived 
the most minute profit from the freight of them. 

The Australasians grow corn; and it is neces- 
sarily their staple. The Cape is their rival in 
the com trade. The food of the inhabitants of 
the East Indies is rice; the voyage to Europe is 
too distant for so bulky an article as com. The 
supply to the government storey furnished the 
cultivators of New Soui^h Wales with a market 
in the first instance, which is now become too 
insignificant for the great excess of the supply 
above thp consumption. Population goes on 
with immense rapidity ; but while so much new 
and fertile land is before them, the supply con- 
tinues in the same proportion greater than the 
demand. The most obvious method of affording 
a market for this redundant corn is by encourag- 
ing distilleries within the colony ; a measure re- 
peatedly pressed upon the government at home, 
bat hitherto as constantly refused. It is a mea- 
sure of still greater importance to the colony, 
because its agriculture is subjected to the effects 
both of severe drought and extensive inunda- 
tions, and the com raised for the distillers would 
he a magazine in times of famine. A recom- 
mendation to this effect was long since made by 
a committee of the House of Commons; but, as 
it was merely a measure for the increase of 
human comforts, was stuffed into the improve- 
ment baskets and forgotten. There has been in 
all governments a great deal of absurd canting 
about the consumption of spirits. We believe 
the best plan is to let people drink what they 
like, and wear what they like; to make no 
stimptnary laws either for the belly or the back. 
la the first place laws against rum and mm 



water arc made by men who can change a w«t 
coat for a dry one whenever they choose, an4 
who do not often work up to their knees in mod 
and water; and, in the next place, if this stimu- 
lus did all the mischief it is thought to do by the 
wise men of claret, its cheapness and pfeoly 
would rather lessen than increase the avidily 
with which it is at present sought for. 

The governors of Botany Bay have taken tha 
liberty of imposing what taxes they deemed 
proper, without any other authority than tltfir 
own ; and it seemed very frivolous and vexa- 
tious not to allow this small efifusion of despot- 
ism in so remote a comer of the globe; Imt it 
was noticed by the opposition in the House of 
Commons, and reluctantly confessed and given 
up by the administration. This great portion 
of the earth begins civil life with noble princi- 
ples of freedom : — may God grant to its inha- 
bitants that wisdom and courage which are 
necessary fur the preservation of so great a 
good! 

Mr. Went worth enumerates, among the evils 
to which the colony is subjected, that clause in 
the last settlement of the East India Company's 
charter, which prevents vessels of less than 300 
tons burden from navigating the Indian seas ; a 
restriction from which the Cape of Good Hope 
has been lately hberated, and which ought, in 
the same manner, to be removed from New 
South Wales, where there cannot be for many 
years to come sufficient capital to build vessels 
of so large a burden. 

" The disability," says Mr. Wcntworth,** might 
be removed by a simple order in council. When- 
ever his majesty's government shall have freed 
the colonists from this useless and cruel pro- 
hibition, the following branches of commerce 
would then be opened to them. First, they 
would be enabled to transport, in their own ves- 
sels, their coals, timbers, spars, flour, meat, &c. 
to the Cape of Good Hope, the Isle of France, 
Calcutta, and many other places in the Indian 
seas; in all of which, markets more or less 
extensive exist for those various other produc- 
tions which the colony might furnish. Secondly, 
they would be enabled to carry directly to Can- 
ton the sandal wood, b^che la mer, dried seal 
skins, and, in fact, all the numerous productions 
which the surrounding seas and islands afford 
for the China market, and return freighted with 
cargoes of tea, silks, nankeens, dlLc; all of which 
commodities are in great demand in the colony, 
and are at present altogether furnished by East 
India or American merchants, to the great detri- 
ment and dissatisfaction of the colonial. And, 
lastly, they would be enabled, in a short time, 
from the great increase of capital which these 
important privileges would of themselves occa^ 
sion, as well as attract from other cohntries, to 
open the fur-trade with the northwest coast of 
America, and dispose of the cargoes procured 
in China, — a trade which has hitherto been ex- 
clusively carried on by the Americans and 
Russians, although the colonists possess a lOcal 
superiority for the prosecution of this valuable 
branch of commerce, which would insure them 
at least a successful competition with the sub- 
jects of those two nations."—- IFen/ioar/A, pp, 
317,318. 

The means which Mr Wentworth proposes 
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lor impfwring the eondidon of Botan j Baj, are 
«— tiial by jury— colonial assemblies, with whom 
tfie right of taxation shoold rest— the establish- 
■nent of diatUlenet* and the ezelasion of foreign 
apirils— alteration of duties, so as to place New 
ftMth Wales npon the same footing as other 
coloa iej ■ l emor a l of the restriction to navigate 
the Indian seas in vessels of a small harden — 
impcovements in the courts of justice — en- 
coaragement for the groWth of hemp, flax, to- 
bacco and wine; and, if a colonial assembly 
cannot be granted, that there should be no 
taxation withont the aathority of Parliament. 

In gencraly we agree with Mr. Wentworth in 
his statement of evils, and in the remedies he 
has proposed for them. Many of the restric- 
tions upon the commerce of New South Wales 
are so absurd that they require onlv to be stated 
in Parliament to be corrected. The fertility of 
the colony so far exceeds its increase of popu- 
lation, and the difficulty of finding a market for 
com is so great— or rather the impossibility so 
dear— that the measure of encouraging domes- 
tic distilleries ou^t to be had recourse to. The 
colony* with a soil fit for every thing, must, as 
Mr. Wentworth proposes, grow other things 
bttifles com, and excite that market in the in- 
terior which it does not enjoy from without 
The want of demand, indeed, for the excess of 
com, will soon effect this without the interven- 
tion of govemment Government, we believe, 
have already given up the right of taxation 
without the sanction of Pariiament ; and there 
is an end, probably, by this time, to that griev- 
ance. A council and a colonial secretary they 
have also expressed their willingness to con- 
cede. Of trial by jury and a colonial assembly, 
we confess that we have great doubts. At some 
fnture time they must come, and ought to come. 
The only question is, is the colony fit for such 
institutions at present! Are there a sufficient 
number of respectable persons to serve that 
oOce in the various settlements 1 If the English 
law is to Im followed exactly, to compose a jury 
of twelve persons, a panel of forty-eight must 
be summoned. Could forty-eight intelligent 
convicted men, be found in every settlement of 
New South Wales? or must they not be fetched 
from great distances, at an enormous expense 
and inconvenience 1 Is such an institution cal- 
culated lor so very young a colony 1 A good 
goverament is an excellent thing; but it is not 
the first in the order of human wants. The 
first want is to subsist ; the next to subsist in 
freedom and comfort; first to live at all, then to 
live well. A pariiament is still a greater de- 
mand upon the wisdom and intelligence and 
opalence of a colony than trial by jury. Among 
the twenty thousand inhabitants of New South 
Wales, ara there ten persons out of the employ 
of goverament whose wisdom and pradence 
could reasonably be expected to advance the 
interests of the colony without embroiling it 
witfi the roother-couhtiy 1 Who has leisure, in 
such a sute of afihirs, to attend such a parliap 
menti Where wisdom and conduct are so rare, 
everv man of character, we will venture to say, 
has, like strolling players in a bam, six or seven 
important parts to perform. Mr. M'Arthur, who, 
from his character and understanding, would 
probably be among the first persons elected to 
17 



the colonial legislature, besides being a very 
spirited agriculturist, is, we have no doubly 
justice of the peace, curator and rector of a 
thousand plans, charities and associations, is 
which his presence is essentially necessary. 
If he could be cut into as many pieces as a tree 
is into planks, all his subdivisions would be 
eminently useful. When a member of Parlia- 
ment, and what is called a really respectable 
country gentleman, sets ofiTto attend bis duty la 
our Pariiament, such diminution of intelligence 
as is produced by his absence, is, God knQir% 
easily supplied; but in a cok>ny of S0,000 pep- 
sons, it is impossible this should be the case. 
Some time hence, the institution of a colonial 
assembly will be a very wise and proper mea- 
sure, and so clearly called for, that the most 
profligate members of administration will nei« 
ther be able to ridicule nor refuse it. At pre- 
sent we are afraid that a Botany Bay pariiament 
would give rise to jokes ; and jokes at present 
have a great agency in human afiairs. 

Mr. Bennet concerns himself with the settle- 
ment of New Holland, as it is a school for 
criminals ; and, upon this subject, has written 
a very humane, enlightened and vigorous pam- 
phlet The objections made to this settlement 
by Mr. Bennet are, in the first place, its enofw 
mons expense. The colony of New SoulU 
Wales, from 1788 to 1816 inclusive, has cost 
this country the enormous sum of 8,466,9ML 
In the evidence before the transportation com- 
mittee, the annual expense of each convict^ 
from 1791 to 1797, is calculated at 88/1 9t. 6|dL 
per annum, and the profits of his labour are 
stated to be SO/. The price paid for the trans- 
port of convicts has been, on an average, 87/L 
exclusive of food and clothing. It appears, 
however, says Mr. Bennet, by an account laid 
before Parliament, that in the year 1814, 108^ 
746iL were paid for the transport, food and cloth* 
ing of 1016 convicts, which will make the cost 
amount to about lOSL per man. In 1818, the 
expenses of the colony were 176,000^; in 181% 
336,000/.; in 1814, 381,86SiL; but in 1816 they 
had faUen to 160,000/L 

The craelty and neglect in the transportatioa 
of convicu have been verjr great— and in this 
way a punishment inflicted which it never was 
in the contemplation of law to enact. During 
the first eight years, according to Mr. Sennet's 
statements, one-tenth of the convicts died on the 
passage ; on the arrival of three of the ships* 
800 sick were landed, 881 persons having died 
on board. These instances, however, of crimi 
nal inattention to the health of the convicts m» 
longer take place ; and it is mentioned rather 
as an history of what is past than a ceasuss 
upon any existing evil. 

In addition to the expense of Botany Bay* 
Mr. Bennet contends that it wants the very 
essence of punishment, terror; that the commoa 
people do not dread it; that instead of pieveni* 
ing crimes, it rather excites the people to their 
commission, by the hopes it afiTords of betteriaf 
their condition in a new country. 

« All those who have had an opportunity of 
witnessing the eflect of this sjrstem of trans* 
portation agree in opinion, that it is no longsr 
an o^ect of dread— it has, in taeU geBerdlf 
ceased to be a punishment: true it is^m % <kp 
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Iher of a fiuniljr, to the mother who leares her 
children, this perpetual separation from those 
whom they loye and whom they support, is a 
emel hlow, and when I consider the merciless 
character of the law which inflicts it, a severe 
penalty: but by for the greater nnmber of per- 
■ons who suffer this punishment, regard it in 
ijoite a cUfferent light Mr. Cotton, the ordinary 
of Newgate, informed the police committee last 
year, Mhat the generality of those who are 
transported consider it as a party of pleasure-^ 
asking oat to see the world; they evince no 
penitence, no contrition, but seem to rejoice in 
the thing,— many of them to court it. I have 
heard them, when the sentence of transporta- 
tion has been passed by the recorder, return 
thanks for it, and seem overjoyed at their sen- 
tence : the very last party that went oflf, when 
they were put into the caravan, shouted and 
hnzzaed, and were very joyous : several of them 
called out to the keepers who were there in the 
yard, the first fine Sunday we will have a glo- 
rious kangaroo hunt at the Bay, — seeming to 
anticipate a great deal of pleasure.' He was 
asked if those persons were married or single, 
and his answer was, * by far the greater number 
of them were unmarried. Some of them are 
anxious that their wives and children should 
follow them; others care nothing about either 
wives or children, and are glad to get rid of 
them.' "—Bennet, pp. 60, 61 

It is a scandalous injustice in this colony, 
that persons transported for seven years, have 
no power of returning when that period is ex- 
pired. A strong active man may sometimes 
work his passage home; but what is an old man 
or an aged female to do 1 Suppose a convict 
were to be confined in prison for seven years, 
and then told he might get out if he could climb 
over the walls, or break open the locks, what in 
general would be his chance of liberation ? But 
DO lock nor doors can be so secure a means of 
detention as the distance of Botany Bay. This 
is a downright trick and fraud in the adminis- 
tration of criminal justice. A poor wretch who 
is banished from his country for seven years, 
should be furnished with the means of return- 
ing to his country when these seven years are 
expiredi^ — If it is intended he should never re- 
turn, his sentence should have been banishment 
for life. 

The most serious charge against the colony, 
as a place for transj>ortation,and an experiment 
in crmiinal justice, is the extreme profligacy of 
manners which prevails there, and the total 
want of reformation among the convicts. Upon 
this subject, except in the regular letters offi< 
cially varnished and filled with fraudulent beati- 
tudes for the public eye, there is, and there can 
be, but one opinion. New South Wales is a 
sink of wickedness, in which the great majority 
of convicts of both sexes become infinitely 
more depraved than at the period of their arri- 
yrnL How, as Mr. Bennet very justly observes, 
can it be otherwise ? Tlieielon, transported to 
the American plantations, became an insulated 
rogue among honest men. He lived for years 
in the family of some industrious planter, 
without seeing a picklock, or indulging m plea- 
sant diak>gues on the delicious burglaries of 
his youth. He imperceptibly glided into honest 



habits, and lost not only the tact for pockets, but 
the wish to investigate their contents. But in 
Botany Bay, the felon, as soon as he gets oat of 
the ship, meets with his ancient troll, with the 
footpad of his heart, the convict of bis afieo^ 
tions, — the man whose hand he has often met 
in the same gentleman's pocket — the beinir 
whom he would choose from the whole woria 
to take to the road, or to disentangle the locks 
of Bramah. It is iitapossible that rice should 
not become more intense in such society. 

Upon the horrid state of morals now prera* 
lent in Botany Bay, we would counsel oar read* 
ers to cast their eyes upon the account givea by 
Mr. Marsden, in a letter, dated July, 1816, to 
Governor Macquarrie. It is given at length in 
the appendix to Mr. Bennet's book. A more 
horrid picture of the state of any settlement 
was never penned. It carries with it an air of 
truth and sincerity, and is free from all enihu* 
siastic cant. 

" I now appeal to your excellency," (he says, 
at the conclusion of his letter,) " whether, under 
such circumstances any man of common feel- 
ing, possessed of the least spark of humanity 
or religion, who stood in the same official ref- 
lation that I do to these people, as their spiritual 
pastor and magistrate, could enjoy one happy 
moment from the beginning to the end of the 
week! 

"I humbly conceive that it is incompatible 
with the character and wish of the British na- 
tion, that her own exiles should be exposed to 
such privations and dangerous temptations, 
when she is daily feeding fie hungry and cloth- 
ing the naked, and receiving into her friendly, 
and I may add pious bosom, the stranger, whe- 
ther savage or civilized, of every nation under 
heaven. There are, in the whole, under the two 
principal superintendents, Messrs. Rouse and 
Cakes, one hundred and eight men, and one him- 
dred and fiHy women, and several children; 
and nearly the whole of them have to find lodg- 
ings for themselves when they have performed 
their government tasks. 

** I trust that your excellency will be fully 
persuaded, that it is totally impossiUe for the 
magistrate to support his necessary aathority, 
and to establish a regular police, under such a 
weight of accumulated and accumulating evils. 
I am as sensible as any one can be, that the dif" 
ficulty of renaoving these evils will be very great; 
at the same time, their nnmber and influence 
may be greatly lessened, if the abandoned male 
and female convicts are lodged in barrack\and 
placed under the eye of the police, and the num- 
ber of licensed houses is reduced. Till some- 
thing of this kind is done, all attempts of the 
msLgistrate, and the public administratioo of re- 
ligion, will be attended with little benefit to the 
general good. I have the honour to be, year 
excellency's most obedient, hamble serrant, 
Saxuxl Marsdxit." — Bennet, p. 134. 

Thus much for Botany Bay. As a mere colo-. 
ny, it is too distant and too expensive ; and, in 
future, will of course involve us in many of 
those just and necessary wars, which deprive 
Englishmen so rapidly of their comforts, and 
make England scarcely worth living in. If con- 
sidered as a place of reform for criminals, its 
distance, expense, and the society to which it 
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doons the objects of the experiment, are insa- 
penble objections to it. It is in vain to say, 
that the honest people in New South Wales will 
soon bear a greater proportion to the rogues, 
and the contamination of bad society will be 
leas fataL This only proves that it may be a 
good place for reform nereaAer, not that it is a 
flood one now. One of the principal reasons 
far peopling Botany Bay at all, was, that it 
woold be an admirable receptacle, and a school 
of refonn* for our convicts. It turns out, that 
for the first half centonr, it will make them 
worse than they were before, and that, after that 
period, they may probably begin to improve. 
A marsh, to be sure, may be drained and culti- 
vated; but no man who has his choice, woold 
select it in the mean time for his dwelling-place. 
The three books are all books of merit. Mr. 
O'Hara'a is a bookseller*s compilation, done in 
a useful and pleasing manner. Mr. Wentworth 
is full of information on the present state of 
Botany Bay. The humanity, the exertions and 



the genuine benevolence of Mr. Bennet, are too 
well known to need our commendation 

All persons who have a few guineas in their 
pocket, are now running away from Mr. Nicho- 
las Yansittart to settle in every quarter of tho 
globe. Upon the subject of emigration to Botae 
ny Bay, Mr. Wentworth observes, 1st, that any 
respectable person emigrating to that colony, 
receives as much land gratis as would cost him 
400^ in the United Stales; Sdly, he is allowed 
as many servants as he may require, at one* 
third of the wages paid for labour in America; 
3dly, himself and family are victualled at the 
expense of government for six months. He cal* 
cuiates that a man, wife and two children, with 
an allowance of five tons for themselves and 
baggage, could emigrate to Botany Bay for lOOt 
including every expense, provided a whole ship 
could be freighted; and that, a single man could 
be taken out thither for 30^ These points ai« 
worthy of serious attention to those who axe 
shedding their country. 



CHIMNEY SWEEPEES.* 

[Edih BURGH Review, 1819.] 



Aai excellent and well-arranged dinner is a 
most pleasing occurrence, and a great triumph 
of civilized life. It is not only the descending 
morsel and the enveloping sauce — but the rank, 
wealth, wit and beauty which surround the 
meats— the learned management of light and 
heat — the silent and rapid services of the attend- 
ants — the smiling and sedulous host, proffering 
gusts and relishes— the exotic bottles — the em- 
bossed plate — the pleasant remarks — the hand- 
some dresses — the cunning artifices in fruit and 
fiuina! The hour of dinner, in short, includes 
every thing of sensual and intellectual gratifica- 
ticm which a great nation glories in producing. 

In the midst of all this, who knows that the 
kitchen chimney caught fire half an hour before 
dinner! — and that a poor little wretch, of six or 
ieven years old, was sent up in the midst of the 
flames to put it out 1 We could not, previous 
ID reading this evidence, have formed a concep- 
tion of the miseries of these poor wretches, or 
tlnit there should exist, in a civilized country, a 
class of human beings destined to such extreme 
and varied distress. We will give a short epi- 
tome of what is developed in the evidence before 
Ae two Houses of Parliament^ 

Boys are made chimney sweepers at the early 
age of five or six. 

• Xfln&Am/)rffmai//iie9, is a common phrase 
in the earas feftat the door by itinerant chimney 
sweepers. Flues made to ovens and coppers 
are often less than nine inches square; and it 
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may be easily conceived how slender the frame 
of that human body must be, which can force 
itself through such an aperture. 

** What is the age of the youngest boys who 
have been employed in this trade, to your know* 
ledge? About five years of age: I know one 
now between five or six years old; it is the 
man's own son in the Strand : now there is an- 
other at Somer's Town, 1 thinlc, said he was 
between four and five, or about five; Jack Hall, 
a little lad, takes him about.^ — Did you ever 
know any female children employed t Yes, I 
know one now. About two years ago there was 
a woman told me she had climbed scores of 
times, and there is one at Paddington now 
whose father taught her to climb: but I have 
oAen heard talk of them when I was an appren* 
tice, in dififerent places. — What is the smallest 
sized flue you have ever met with in the course 
of your experience ? About eight inches by nine; 
these they are always obliged to climb in this 
posture {describing it), keeping the arms up 
straight; if they sUp their arms down, they get' 
jammed in; unless they get their arms close 
over their head they cannot climb." — LortPs 
Mtnuta, No. 1. p. 8. 

The following is a specimen of the manner in . 
which they are taught this art of climbing 
chimneys. 

''Do you remember being taueht to climb 
chimneys 1 Yes.— What did you feel upon the 
first attempt to climb a chimney 1 The first € 
chimney I went up, they told me there was some 
plum-pudding ana money up at the top of it, and 
that is the wjug|^p»ticed me up; and when I 
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fot «p» I woM not let the other boy get from 
under me to get at it; I thought he would get it; 
I eoold not get np, and shoved the pot and half 
the ehimne^ down into the jrard* — I>id yon ezpe- 
lienoe any inconvenience to your knees, or yoar 
elbows 1 Yes, the skin was off my knees and 
elbows too, in climbing np the new chimneys 
Ibey forced me np^— How did they force yon np 1 
When I got np, I cried ont about my sore knees. 
—Were you beat or compelled to go up by any 
violent means 1 Yes, when I went to a narrow 
ekiinney, if I aonld not do it, I durst not go 
borne; when I used to come down, my master 
would well beat me with the brush; and not 
eoly my master, but when he used to go with 
tfM journeymen, if we could not do it, they used 
Id hilt us tiiree or four times with the brush." — 
Lor^ MmxOeB, No. 1. p. 6. 

In practising the art of climbing they are often 
cripmed. 

"You talked of the pargettlDg to chimneys; 
are many chimneys pargetted 1 There used to 
be more than are now; we used to have to go 
and sit all a-twist to parge them, according to the 
ikx>rs,to keep the smoke from coming out ; then 
I could not straighten my legs; and that is the 
nason that many are cripples, — from parging 
and stopping the holes." — Lord^ MnuU8,No, 1. 
p. 17. 

They are often stuck fast in a chimney, and, 
after remaining there many hours, are cut out. 

<*Have you known, in the course of your 
practice, bojrs stick in chimneys at all 1 Ves, 
frequently .—Did you ever know an instance of. 
a boy being suffocated to death ? No ; I do not 
ncollect any one at present, but I have assisted 
in taking boys out when they have been nearly 
exhausted. — Did you ever know an instance of its 
being necessary to break open a chimney to take 
die boy oht t O yes^^FreguerUlvJf Monthly I 
wMi mtvf it is done with a cloak, if possible, that 
it should not be discovered ; a master in general 
wishes it not to be known, and therefore speaks to 
the people belonging to the house not to mention 
it, for it was mere! v the boy's neglect ; they often 
say it was the bo/s neglect.— Why do they say 
that ? The boy's climbing shirt is oAen very 
bad; the boy coming down, if the chimney be 
▼erv narrow, and numbers of them are only nine 
inches, gets his shirt rumpled underneath him, 
and he has no power after he is fixed in that 
way (with hia hand up.) Does a boy frequen tly 
stick in the chimney 1 Yes, I have known more 
instances of that the last twelvemonth than be- 
ibre<— Do you ever have to break open in the 
inside of a roomi Yes, I have helped to break 
throu^ into a kitchen chimney in a dining 
loom/*— Lordt* Minuies, p. 84. 

T6 the same effect is the evidence of John 
Daniels, {MkmUB, p. 100,) and of James Lud- 
ibrd, [Lordif Mmutea, p. U7.) 

•You have swept the Penitentiaryt I have. 
«J)id you ever know a boy stick in any of the 
Aimneys there? Yes, I have.— Was it one of 
your boys 1 It was.— Was there one or two that 
Mekl Two of themw — How long did they stick 
tterel Two hours.— How were they got outi 
Ijer were cat out.— Was there any danger 
^ile they were in that situation? It was the 
•« fr?™ *« pargetting of the chimney, and 
fht rabbish that the labourers had thrown down. 



that stopped them, and wh»n they got it aside 
them, they could not pass.— They iKHh stock 
together! Yes."— Lord^ Htmite*, p. 147. 

One more instance we shall give from the 
evidence before the CkMumons. 

'*Have you heard of any accidents that have 
recently happened-to climbing boys in the small 
finest Yes; I have often met with accidents 
myself when I was a boy; there was lately one 
in Mary-le-bone, where the boy haJkiBSfi intL 
flue, a boy of the name of Tinsey (his fhther 
was of the same trade); that boy I think was 
about eleven or twelve years old.^— Was there 
a coroner's inquest sat on the body of that boy 
you mentioned? Yes, there was; he was an 
apprentice of a man of the name of Oay.^— 
How many accidents do you recollect mich 
were attended with loss of life to the climbing 
boys ? I have heard talk of many more ttmn I 
know of; I never knew of more than three 
since I have been at the trade, but I have beard 
talk of many more.^ — Of twenty or thirtyl I 
cannot say ; I have been near losing my own 
life several times." — Common^ Rqaort, p. 58. 

We come now to burning little chimney 
sweepers. A large party are Invited to dinner 
— a great display is to be made ; — and about an 
hour before dinner, there is an alarm that the 
kitchen chimney is on fire ! It is impossible to 
put off the distinguished personages who are 
expected. It gets very late for the soup and fish 
— the cook is frantic — all eyes arc turned upon 
the sable consolation of the master chimney 
sweeper— and up into the midst of the burning 
chimney is sent one of the miserable little in- 
fants of the brush ! There is a positive pro- 
hibition of this practice, and an enactment of 
penalties in one of the acts of Parliament which 
respects chimney sweepers. Bat what matter 
acts of Parliament, when the pleasures of gen- 
teel people are concerned ? Or what is a touted 
child, compared to the agonies of the mistress 
of the house with a deranged dinner! 

''Did you ever know a boy get bomt np a 
chimney? Yes^— Is that usual* Yes, I uva 
been burnt myself, and have got the sears on 
my legs ; a year ago I was np a chimney in 



Liquor Pond Street; I have been up fnore ti 
forty ehimney$ where I have been ivml^— Did 
your master or the journeymen ever direct tou 
to go up a chimnev that was on fire? Yes, it is 
a general case^— Do they compel yon to go up 
a chimney that is on fire? Oh yes, it was the 
general practice for two of us to slop at home 
on Sunday to be ready in case of a ohinmey 
being a-firc^You say it is general to compel 
the boys to go up chimnejrs on firel Yes, boys 
get very ill-treated if they do not go up."— JLorv 
Minutes, p,9L 

** Were you ever forced up a ehismer oa 
fire ? Yes, I was forced up one onos» an^ bs 
cause I could not do it, I was taken horns ana 
well hided with a brush by the joiimsyBan.p~ 
Have you frequently been burnt in ascending, 
chimneys on fire? Three times^— Are sneh 
hardships as you have described common in 
the trade with other boys? Yes, they are."— 
Ibid,, p. 100. 

*< What is the price for sending a boy up a 
chimney badly on fire? The price allowed Is 
five shillings, but roost of them charge half a 
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IT part of that giren to the boy! 
Hot bat Teiy tma the boj gets half a crown , 
and then the joornepnan has half, and his mis- 
tresa takes the other part to take care of against 
Sanday^— Have yoa nerer seen water thrown 
down flom the top of a chimney when it is on 
fire 1 Yes« — Is not that generally done 1 Yes ; 
I haT« aeen that done twenty times, and the boy 
in tha chimney; at the time when the boy has 
hallaoad oat, * It is so hot I cannot go any fur- 
ther;' and then the expression is, with an oath, 
*8iop^ and I will heave a pail of water down.' " 
— iftt^]i.88. 

Chimney sw e e p e rs are subject to a peculiar 
son of cancer, which often brings them to a 
premature death. 

*He appeared perfectly willing to try the 
machines everywhere? I most say the man 
appeared perfectly willing; he had a fear that 
he and his family woald be rained by them; but 
I mnst say of him that he is very different from 
other sweeps I have seen ; he attends very much 
to his own bosiness; he was as black as any 
boy he had got, and unfortunately in the coarse 
of conversation he told me he had got a cancer; 
he was a fine healthy strong looking man; he told 
me be dreaded having an operation performed, 
but his father died of the same complaint, and 
his father was sweeper to King George the 
8econd.''-^Lord^ iimttlei, p. 84. 

''What is the nature of the particular dis- 
eases 1 The diseases that we particularly no- 
ticed, to which they were subject, were of a 
cancenma description. In what parti The 
terotwn in particiilar, dic^ — Did you ever hear 
if cases of that description that were fatal 1 No, 
• do noc think them as being altogether fatal, 
nnJesa they will not submit to the operation ; 
ihty have such a dread of the operation that 
they will not submit to it, and if they do not let 
it be perfectly removed they will be liable to the 
retom of it. To what cause do you attribute 
that disease 1 I think it begins from a want of 
care : the scrotum being in so many folds or 
erevieaay the soot lodges in ihem and creates an 
itelung^aDd I conceive, that by scratching it and 
tearing i^ the soot gets in and creates the irrita- 
biliqrt which disease we know by the name of 
the chimaey sweeper's cancer, and is always 
Seetnred upon separately as a distinct disease. 
— Thaa the committee understands that the phy- 
aieianawho are entrusted with the care and 
maaagement of those hospitals think that dis- 
ease of aoch common occurrence, that it is 
■acasaanr to make it a part of surgical educa- 
tion! Moat assuredly; I remember Mr. Cline 
and Mr. Cooper were particular on that subjecL 
— WUhont an operation there is no core? I 
conceive not; I conceive without the operation 
it ia death; for cancers are of that nature that 
valcss yon extirpate them entirely they will 
never be cured." — Cwnnunuf Rep, pp. 60, 61.. 

In addition to the life they lead as ohimney 
aipetpara,ia superadded the occupation of night- 

"^{B^m Lord.) Is it generally the custom 
tliatauuiy masters are likewise nightmen 7 Yes: 
I forgot that circumstance, which is very griev- 
oos; I have been tied round the middle and let 
down several privies, for the purpose of fetching 
~ k and anoh things; it is generally made 



the practice to take the smallest boy, to let him 
through the hole without taking up the seat, and 
to paddle about there until he finds it; they do 
not take a big boy, because it disturbs the seat" 
— LordSi^ Mmilef, p. 86. 

The bed of these poor little wretches is oAiH 
the soot they have swept in the day. 

''How are the boys generally lodged; wfaeia 
do they sleep at nifptl Some masters mmf ba 
better than others, but I know I have slept on 
the soot that was gathered in the day mymL^ 
Where do boys generally sleep! Never on a 
bed ; I never slept on a bed myself while I waa 
apprentice —Do they sleep in cellarsT Taty 
very often : I have slept in the cellar myself en 
the sacks I took out<— 'What had you to covar 
you! The same. — Had yon any piUow! No 
farther than my breeches and jacket under aqr 
head. How were you clothed! When i waa 
apprentice we had a pair of leather br e aclwi 
and a small flannel jacket Any shoea and 
stockings ! Oh dear, no; no stoddnga^— Hid yoa 
any other clothes for Siraday ! Sometunea we 
had an old bit of a jacket, that we might warii 
out ourselves, and a shirt.*'— Xorrib' Mumtrnt 
p. 40. 

Girls are occasionally employed as chimaaj 
sweepers. 

** Another circnmstaaee, which has not h&mt 
mentioned to the committee, is, that there aia 
several little girls employed; there are two of 
the name of Morgan at Windsor, daughters of 
the chimney sweeper, who is employed to sweep 
the chimneys of the castle; another instance at 
Uxbridge, and at Brighton, and at Whitechapd 
(which was some years ago), and at Hadlty 
near Bamet, and Witham in Essex, and ela^ 
where." — Comnum^ RepoH, p. 71. 

Another peculiar danger to which chimney 
sweepers are exposed, is the rottenness of the 
pots at the top of chimneys ;-»for they most aa- 
cend to the very summit, and show their brushas 
above them, or there is no proof that the work ia 
properly completed. These chimney-pots finom 
their exposed situation, are very subject to de- 
cay; and when the poor little wretch has worked 
his way up to the top, pot and boy give wij 
together, and are both shivered to atoms. There 
are many instances of this in the evidence be- 
fore both Houses. When they outgrow the pow« 
er of going up a chimney, they are 6t for nothing 
else. The miseries they have snflered lead to 
nothing. They are not only enormous, but ua- 

Erofitable: having suffered, in what is called the 
appiesl part of life, every misery which an 
human being can suffer, they are then cast put 
to rob and steal, and given up to the law. 

Not the least of their miseries, while their 
trial endures, is their exposure to cold. It will 
easily be believed that much money is not e» 
pended on the clothes of a poor boy stolen from 
his parents, or sold by them for a few shillmas, 
and constantly occupied in dirty work. Yet the 
nature of their occupations renders chimney 
sweepers peculiariy susceptible of cold. And 
as chimneys must be swept very eariy, at foar 
or five o'clock of a winter morning, the poor 
boys are shivering at the door, and attempting 
by repeated ringings to rouse the profligate foot- 
man ; but the more they ring the more the foo^ 
man does not come. 

M 
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"Bo thej go ont in the winter time without 
stockings 1 Oh yesw^Alwaysl I never saw one 
go oat with stocIdDgs ; I have known masters 
make their boys pall off their leggins, and cat 
off the feet, to keep their feet warm when they 
bave chilblains. — Are chimney sweepers' boys 
pecnliarly subject to chilblains 1 Yes; I believe 
at is owing to the weather: they often go out at 
two or three in the morning, and their shoes are 
generally very bad. Do they go out at that hour 
at Christmas 1 Yes; a man will have twenty 
jobs at four, and twenty more at five or six. — 
Are chimneys generally swept much about 
Christmas timel Yes; thev are in general; it 
is leA to the Christmas week. — ^Do yon suppose 
it is frequent that, in the Christmas week, boys 
are out from three o'clock in the morning to 
Bine or tent Yes, further than that; I have 
known that a boy has been only in and out 
again directly all day till five o'clock in the 
evening.— Do you consider the journeymen and 
' masters treat those boys generally with greater 
cruelty than other apprentices in other trades 
■ are treated 1 They do, most horrid and shock- 
. ing/*— Lordlv' MnuUs, p. 33. 

The following is the reluctant evidence of a 
master. 

"At what hour in the morning did your boys 
fo but upon their employment t According to 
orders^ — ^At any time i To be sure; suppose a 
nobleman wished to have his chimney done 
before four or five o'clock in the momins:, it 
was done, or how were the servants to get their 
things done 1 — Supposing you had an order to 
attend at four o'clock in the morning in the 
month of December, yon sent your boy 7 I was 
• generally with him, or had a careful follower 
with him. Do you think those early hours 
beneficial for himi I do; and I have heard 
that * early to bed and early to rise, is the way 
to be healthy, wealthy and wise.' — Did they 
always get in as soon as they knocked! No; 
it would be pleasant, to the profession if they 
could. — How long did they wait 1 TiU the scr- 
mnis pkage to rise^-^Bow long might that be! 
Acconling how heavy they were to sleep. — 
How loog was that! It is impossible to say; 
ten minates at one house, and twenty at ano- 
ther^— Perhaps half an hour! We cannot ate 
m the dark how the minutea go* — Do you think it 
healthy to let them stand there twenty minutes 
at four o'clock in the morning in the winter 
time 1 He has a cloth to wrap himself in like 
a mantle, and keep himself warm." — Lorda* 
Minutea, pp. 138, 139. 

,We must not forget sore eyes. Soot lodges 
on their eyelids, produces irritability, which 
requires friction ; and the friction of dirty hands 
of course increases the disease. The greater 
proportion of chimney sweeper^ are in conse- 

Suence blear-eyed. The boys are very small, bat 
ley are compelled to carry heavy loads of soot. 
''Are you at all lame yourself! No : bat I am 
'knapped-kneed' with carrying heavy loads 
when I was an apprentice. That was the oc- 
casion of it! It was. In general, are persons 
employed in your trade either stunted or knock- 
kneed by carrying heavy loads during their 
childhood ! It is owing to their masters a great 
deal ; and when they climb a great deal it makes 
Ibenj weak."— Camwion*' Report, p. 68. 



In climbing a chimney, the great hold is by 
the knees and elbows. A young child of 6 or 
7 years old, working with knees and elbows 
against hard bricks soon rubs off the skin from 
these bony projections, and is foroed to climb 
high chimneys with raw and bloody knees and 
elbows. 

**Are the boys' knees and elbows rendered 
soro when they first begin to learn to climb? 
Yes, they are, and pieces out of them. — Js that 
almost genei^ly the case! It is; there i» not 
one out of twenty who ianotf and they are sure 
to take the scars to their grave : I have some 
noWd — Are they usually compelled to continue 
climbing while those sores aro open ! Yea; the 
way they use to make them hard is that way^ — 
Might not this severity be obviated by the use of 
pads in learning to climb ! Yes ; bat they con- 
sider in the business, learning a boy, that he is 
never thoroughly learned until the boy's knees 
are hard after being sore ; then they consider ir 
necessary to put a pad on, from seeing the boys 
have bad knees; the children generally walk 
stiff-kneed. — Is it usual among the chimney 
sweepers to teach their boys to Team by means 
of pads! No; they learn them with nearly 
naked knees.— Is it done in one instance in 
twenty ! No, nor one in fiAy." — Lorda^ HGnutea, 
p. 32. 

According to the humanity of the master, the 
soot remains upon the bodies of the children, 
unwashed off, for any time from a week to a 
year. 

**Are the boys generally washed regulariyl 
No, unless they wash themselves. — Did not 
your master take care you were washed 1 No. 
— Not once in three months ! No, not once a 
year.— Did not he find you soap! No; lean 
take my oath on the Bible that he never found 
me one piece of soap during the time I was 
apprentice." — Lordi^ minutea^ p. 41. 

The life of these poor little wretches is so 
miserable, that they often lie sulking in the 
flues unwilling to come out. 

"Did you ever see severity used to boys that 
were not obstinate and perverse I Yes* — Very 
often! Yes, very often. The boys are rather 
obstinate; some of them are; some of them will 
get half-way up the chimney, and will not go 
any farther, and then the journeyman will swear 
at them to come down, or go on ; but the boys 
are too frightened to come down ; they halloo 
out, we cannot get up, and they are afraid to 
come down ; sometimes they will send for ano- 
ther boy, and drag them down; sometimes get 
up to the top of the chimney, and throw down 
water, and drive them down ; then, when they 
get them down, they will begin to drag, or beat, 
or kick them about the house ; then, when they 
get home, the master will beat them all round 
the kitchen afterwards, and give them no break- 
fast, perhaps."— LorA' Minutea, pp. 9, 10. 

When a chimney boy has done sufficient 
work for the master he must work for the man; 
and he thus becomes for several hours after his 
morning's work a perquisite to the journeyman. 
« It is frequently the perquisite of the journey- 
man, when the first labour of the day on account 
of the master is finished, to * call the streets,' in 
search of employment on their own account, 
with the apprentices, whose labour is thus un- 
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ItBASoaably extended, and whose limbs are weak- 
ened and distorted by the weights which they 
hare to carnr. and by the distance which they 
have to walK. John Lawless says, 'I have 
known a boy to ciimb from twenty to thirty 
chimneys for his master in the morning; he 
has then been sent ont instantly with the jonr- 
neyinan, who has kept him out till three or four 
o'clock, till'he has accumulated from six to eight 
.bnshels of sool' "— Lonfo* Report , p. 24. 

The sight of a little chimney sweeper o(\en 
excites pity: and they have small presents made 
to them at the houses where they sweep. These 
benevolent alms are disposed of in the following 
manner:— 

*^ Do the boys receive little presents of money 
from people often in your trade ? Yes, it is in 
freneral tne custom^ — Are (hey allowed to keep 
that for their own use 1 Not the whole of it, — 
the jouineymen take what they think proper. 
The joumevmen art entitled to half by the 
mastei^s orders ; and whatever a boy may get, 
if two boys and one journeyman are sent to a 
laJTge house to sweep a number of chimneys, 
and after they have done, there should be a 
shilling or eighteen pence given to the boys, the 
joomeyman has his full half, and the two boys in 
general have the other. Is it usual or customary 
for the journeymen to play at chuck farthing or 
other games with the boys t Frequently.— Do 
they win the money from the boys ? Frequently: 
the children give their money to the journeymen 
to screen for them. — What do you mean by 
screening? Such a thing as sifting the soot^ — 
The child is tired, and he says, Mem, I will give 
you two-pence if you will sift my share of the 
soot ;' there i& sometimes twenty or thirty bushels 
to sift Do you think the boys retain one quar- 
ter of that given them for their own use 1 No." 
^Lurda* Minutes, p. 35. 

To this most horrible list of calamities is to 
be added the dreadful deaths by which chimney 
sweepers are often destroyed. Of -these we 
once thought of giving two examples ; one from 
London, the other from our own town of Edin- 
burgh: but we confine ourselves to the latter. 

"James Thomson, chimney-sweeper. — One 
day, in the beginning of Jane, witness and panel 
(that is, the master, the party accused) had been 
sweeping vents together. Ahoui four o'clock 
in the aitemoon, ttfe panel propo^;ed to go to 
Albany street, where the panel's brother was 
cleaning a vent, with the assistance of Frazcr, 
whom he had borrowed from the panel for the 
occasion. When witness and panel got to the 
boase in Albany street, they found Frazer, who 
bad gone up the vent between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, not yet come down. On entering the 
bouse they found a mason making a hole in the 
wall. Panel said, what was he doing! I sup- 
pose he has taken a lazy fit. The panel called 
. to the boy, 'What are you doing? what's keep- 
ing yoQ V The boy answered that he could not 
come. The panel worked a long while, some- 
times persuading him, sometimes threatening 
and swearing at the boy to get him down. Panel 
then said, ' I will go to a hardware shop and get 
a barrel of gunpowder, and blow you and the 
vent to the devil, if yon do not come down.* — 
Panel then began to slap at the wall— witness 
then went up a ladder, and spoke to the boy 



through a small hole in the wall previously 
made by the mason — but the boy did not answer 
Panel's brother told witness to come down, as 
the boy's master knew best how to manage him. 
Witness then threw off his jacket, and put a 
handkerchief about his head, and said to the 
panel, let me go up the chimney to see whatfs 
keeping him. The panel made no answer, bat 
pushed witness away from the chimney, and 
continued bullying the boy. At this time the 
panel was standing on the grate, so that wimess 
could not go up the chimney; witness then said 
to panel's brother, there is no use for me here, 
meaning that panel would not permit him tome 
his services. He prevented the mason makiof 
the hole larger, saying. Stop, and Fll bring him 
down in five minutes' time. Witness then pat 
on his jacket, and continued an hour in the 
room, during all which time the panel contumtd 
buUyinf^ thehoy. Panel then desired witness to 
^o to Reid's house to get the loan of his boy 
Alison. Witness went to Reid's house, and 
asked Reid to come and speak to panel's bro- 
ther. Reid asked if panel was there 1 Witness 
answered he was ; Reid said he would send his 
boy to the panel, but not to the panel's brother. 
Witness and Reid went to Albany street; and 
when they got into the room, panel took his head 
out of the chimney and asked Reid if he woold 
lend him his boy; Reid agreed; witness then 
returned to Reid's house for his boy, and*Reid 
called after him, * Fetch down a set of ropes 
with you.' By this time wimess had been ten 
minutes in the room, during which time panel 
was swearing, and asking what's keeping yoo, 
you scoundrel 1 When witness remmed with 
the boy and ropes, Reid took hold of the rope, 
and having loosed it, gave Alison one end, and 
directed hini to go up the chimney, saying, do 
not go farther than his feet, and when you p;et 
there fasten it to his foot. Panel said nothing 
all this time. Alison went up, and having fast- 
ened the rope, Reid desired him to come down; 
Reid took the rope and pulled, but did not bring 
down the boy; the rope broke! Alison was 
sent up again with the other end of the rope, 
which was fastened to the boy's foot. When 
Reid was pulling the rope, panel said, *Yoa 
have not the strength of a cat ;' he took the 
rope into his own hands, pulling as strong as he 
could. Having pulled about a qtuarter of an houTf 
panel and Reid fastened the rope round a crow 
bar, which they applied to the wall as a lever, 
and both pulled with all their strength for about 
a quarter of an hour bnger, when it broke*.— 
During this time witness heard the boy cry, and 
say, * My God Almighty !' Panel said, • If I had 
you here, I would God Almighty you.' Witoess 
thought the cries were in agony. The master 
of the house brought a new piece of rope, and 
the panel's brother spliced an eye on it. Reid 
expressed a wish to have it fastened on both 
thighs, to have greater purchase. Alison was 
sent up for this purpose, but came down, and 
said he could not get it fastened. Panel then 
began to slap at the wall. After striking a long 
while at the wall, he got out a large stone; he 
then put in his head and called to Frazer, * Do 
you hear, you sirt* but got no answer: he then 
put in his hands, and threw down deceased's 
breeches. He then came down from the ladder 
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At this time the ptnel wai in a state of perspi- 
ndon: he sat down on a stool, and the master 
of the hoDse gave him a dram. Witness did 
not hear panel make any remarks as to the 
situation of the boy Frazer. Wimess thinks 
ttiat, th}m panel's appearance, he knew that the 
boy was dead."— CUmmone Bqfori, pp. 186— 

We have been thas particular in stating the 
ease of the chimn^ sweepers, and in founding 
it upon the basis offsets, that we may make an 
aaswer to those profligate persons who are al- 
ways, ready to fling an air of ridicule upon the 
laboars of hnmanity, because they are desirous 
duu what they have not virtue to do themselves, 
should appear to be foolish and romantic when 
done by others. A still higher degree of depra^ 
▼ity than this, is to want every sort of compas- 
skNi for human miserv, when it is accompanied 
by fllth, poverty and ignorance^— to regulate 
bo'manity by the income tax, and to deem the 
bodily wretchedness and the dirty tears of the 
poor, a flt subject for pleasantly and contempt. 
We should have been loath to believe that such 
deep-seated and disgusting immorality existed 
In inese days ; but the notice of it is forced upon 
M. Nor must we pass over a set of marvel- 
lously weak gentlemen who discover democracy 
and revolution in every effort to improve the 
condition of the lower orders, and to take off* a 
little* of the load of misery from those points 
where it presses the hardesL Such are the 
men into whose heart Mrs. Fry has struck the 
deepest terror^ — who abhor Mr. Bentham and 
bis penitentiary ; Mr. Bennet and his hulks ; 
Sir James Mackintosh and his bloodless assizes; 
Mr. Tuke and his sweeping machines, — and 
every human being who is great and good 
enough to sacrifice his quiet to his love for his 
feUow-creatures. Certainly we admit that hu- 
manity is sometimes the veil of ambition or of 
Aietion; but we have no doubt that there are 
great many excellent persons to whom it is 
misery to see misery, and pleasure to lessen it; 
and who, by calling the public attention to the 
*font cases, and by givmg birth to judicious 



legislative enactments for their impnyrtmani; 
have made, and are making, the world some- 
what happier than thev found it Upon these 
principles we joilk hands with the friends of the 
chimney sweepers, and most heartily wish for 
the diminution of their numbers, and the limi- 
tation of their trade. 

We are thoroughly convinced, there are many 
respectable master chimney sweepers ; though 
we suspect their numbers have been increasetl 
by the alarm which their former tyranny excited, 
and by the severe laws made for their coercion : 
but even with good masters the trade is raise* 
rable, — ^with bad ones it is not to be endured; 
and the evidence already quoted shows us how 
many of that character are to be met with in the 
occupation of sweeping chimneys. 

After all, we must own that it was quite right 
to throw out the bill for prohibiting the sweep- 
ing of chimneys by boy»«-because numanity is 
a modern invention; and there are raanjr chim- 
neys in old houses which cannot possibly be 
swept in any other manner. But the construe* 
tion of chimneys should be attended to in some 
new building act; and the treatment of boys be 
watched over with the most severe jealousy of - 
the law. Above all, those who have chimneys 
accessible to machinery, should encourage tne 
use of machines,* and not think it beneath their 
dignity to take a little trouble, in order to do a 
great deal of good. We should have been werj 
glad to have seconded the views of the Clioibing 
Society, and to have pleaded for the complete 
abolition of climbing bojrs, if we could consci- 
entiously have done so. But such a measure, 
we are convinced from the evidence, could not 
be carried into execution without great injury to 

Qerty, and great increased risk of flre. The 
( have investigated the matter with the 
greatest patience, humanity and good sense; 
and they do not venture, in their repor^ lb re- 
a|»commend to the House the abolition of climbing 
boys. 
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AMEEICA.* 

[Ebiitbvsgh Rztiiw, 1830.] 



TVn is a book of ehaneter and authority ; 
bat itifl a very lai^ book; and therefore we 
think we shall do an acceptable service to our 
readers, by presenting them with a short epi- 
tome of its contents, obsenring the same order 
which has been chosen bj the author. The 
whole^ we conceive, will form a pretty complete 
pietore of America, and teach us how to appre* 
ciate that eonntiy, either as a powerful enemy 
or a profitable friend. The first subject with 
which Mr. Seybert begins, is the population of 
the United States. 

Pofmkiwn^^Aa representatives and direct 
taxes are apportioned among the difierent states 
in proportion to their numbers, it is provided 
lor in the American constitution, that there 
shall ba an actual enumeration of the people 
every ten yeai> It is the duty of the marshals 
in each state to number the inhabitanu of their 
respective districts : and a correct copy of the 
lists, containing the names of the persons re- 
tonied, must be set up in a public place within 
each district, before they are transmitted to the 
secretaryof state >— they are then laid before 
Congress by the president Under this act three 
census, or enun^erations of the people, have 
been already laid before Congress — for the 
years 1790, 1800 and 1810. In the year 1790, 
the population of America was 3,931,326 per- 
sons, of whom 697,697 were slaves. In 1800, 
the Bombers were 6,319,763, of which 896,849 
were slaves. In 1810, the numbers were 7,239,- 
903, of whom 1,191,364 were slaves; so that at 
a rate at which free population has proceeded 
between 1790 and 1810, it doubles itself, in the 
United Slates, in a very little more than 23 
years. The slave population, according to iu 
rate of proceeding in the same time, would be 
doobledfin about 36 years. The increase of the 
slave population in this statement is owing to 
the importation of negroes between 1800 and 
I80S» especially in 1806 and 1807, from the ex- 
pected prohibitioa against importation. The 
number of slaves was also increased by the ac- 
quisitions of territory in Louisiana, where they 
constituted nearly half the population. From 
1801 to 1811, the inhabitants of Great Britain 
acquired an augmentation of 14 per cent; the 
Americans, within the same period, were aug- 
mented 36 per cent. 

Emigration seems to be of very little import- 
ance to the United States. In the year 1817, by 
&r the most considerable year of emigration, 
there arrived in ten of the principal ports of 
America, from the old world, 33,000 persons as 
passengers. The number of emigrants, from 1790 
lo 181(( is not supposed to have exceeded 6000 
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per annum. None of the separate states hara 
been retrograde duringthese three enumeratioii8» 
though some have been nearly stationary. Tha 
most remarkable increase is that of New Yorky 
which has risen from 340,130 in the year 1790^ 
to 959,049 in the year 1810. The emigration 
from the eastern to the western states is calcn* 
lated at 60,000 persons per annum. In all tha 
American enumerations, the males uniformly 
predominate in the proportion of about 100 to 
92. We are better ofi* in Great Britain and Ire- 
land,— where the women were to the men, by 
the census of 1811, as 110 to 100. The density 
of population in the United States is less thaa 
4 persons to a square mile; that of HoUand^ 
in 1803, was 375 to the square mile; that of 
England and Wales, 169. So that the fifteen 
provinces which formed the union in I8IO9 
woald contain, if they were as thickly peopled 
as Holland, 135 million souls. 

The next head is that of TVade and Comment. 
— ^In 1790, the exports of the United States were 
above 19 millions of dollars; in 1791, above SO 
millions; in 1793, 36 millions; in 1793, 33 mil- 
lions of dollars. Prior to 1795, there was no 
discrimination, in the American treasury ac- 
counts, between the exportation of domestic, 
and the re-exportation of foreign articles. In 
1795, the aggregate value of the merchandise 
exported was 67 millions of dollars, of which the 
foreign produce re-exported was 26 millions. 
In 1800, the total value of exports was 94 mil^ 
lions; in 1805, 101 millions; and in 1808, when 
they arrived at their maximum, 108 milUoa 
dollars. In the year 1809, from the effects of 
the French and English orders in council, tha 
exports fell to 52 millions of dollars ; in 1810 
to 66 millions ; in 1811, to 61 millions; In the 
first year of the war with England, to 38 mil- 
lions; in the second to 27; in the year 1814» 
when peace was made, to 6 millions. So that 
the exports of the republic, in six years, had 
tumbled down from 108 to 6 millions of dollars: 
after the peace, in the years 1815-16-17, tha 
exports rose to 52, 81,87 million dollars. 

In 1817, the exportation of cotton was 86 
million pounds. In 1815, the sugar made on 
the banks of the Mississippi was 10 miJlion 
pounds. In 1792, when the wheat trade was al 
the maximum, a million and a half of bushela 
were exported. The proportions of the exports 
to Great Britain, Spain, France, Holland and 
Portugal, on an average of ten years ending 
1812, are as 27, 16, 13, 12 and 7; the actual 
value of exports to the dominions of Great 
Britain, in the three years ending 1804, wera 
consecutively, in millions of dollars, 16, 17, 13. 

Import9,-^n 1791, the imports of the United 
States were 19 millions; on an average of threa 
consecutive years, ending 1804 inclusive, thef 
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were 68 millions; in 1806-7, they were 138 
millions; and in 1815, 133 millions of dollars. 
The annual value of the imports, on an average 
of three years ending 1804, was 76,000,000, of 
which the dominions of Great Britain furnished 
nearly one half. On an average of three years 
ending in 1804, America imported from Great 
Britain to the amount of about 36 millions, and 
returned goods to the amount of about 23 mil- 
lions. Certainly these are countries that have 
some better employment for their time and 
energy than cutting each other's throats, and 
may meet for more profitable purposes^ — ^The 
American imports from the dominions of Great 
Britain, before the great American war, amount- 
ed to about 3 millions sterling; soon a(\er the 
war, to the same. From 1805 to 1811, both in- 
clusive, the average annual exportation of Great 
Britain to all parts of the world, in real value, 
was about 43 millions sterling, of which one- 
fiAh, or nearly 9 millions, was sent to America. 
• limnage and Navigation, — Before the revolu- 
tionary war, the American tonnage, whether 
owned by British or American subjects, was 
about 127,000 tons ; immediately aAer that war, 
108,000. In 1789, it had amounted to 437,733 
tons, of which 279,000 was American property. 
In 1790, the total was 605,825, of which 354,000 
was American. In 1816, the tonnage, all Ame- 
rican, was 1,300,000. On an average of three 
years, from 1810 to 1812, both inclusive, the 
registered tonnage of the British empire was 
8,459,000 ; or little more than double the Ame- 
rican. 

- Lands. — All public lands are surveyed before 
they are offered for sale, and divided into town- 
ships of six miles square, which are subdivided 
into thirty-six sections of one mile square, con- 
taining each 640 acres. The following lands 
are excepted from the sales. One thirty-sixth 
part of the lands, or a section of 640 acres in 
each township, is uniformly reserved for the 
support of schools ; seven entire townships, con- 
taining each 23,000 acres, have been reserved 
in perpetuity for the support of learning: all salt 
springs and lead mines are also reserved. The 
Mississippi, the Ohio, and all the navigable 
rivers and waters leading into either, or into the 
river St. Lawrence, remain common highways, 
and forever free to all the citizens of the United 
States, without payment of any tax. All the 
other public lands, not thus excepted, are offered 
for public sale in quarter sections of 160 acres, 
at a price not less than two dollars per acre, 
and as much more as they will fetch by public 
auction. It was formerly the duty of the secre- 
tary of the treasury to superintend the sales of 
lands. In 1812, an office, denominated the 
General Land-Office, was instituted. The public 
lands sold prior to the opening of the land-offices, 
amounted to one million and a half of acres. 
The aggregate of the sales since the opening of 
the land-offices, N. W. of the river Ohio, to the 
end of September, 1817, amounted to 8,469,644 
.acres; and the purchase-money to 18,000,000 
dollars. The lands sold since the opening of 
the land-offices in the Mississippi territory, 
amount to 1,600,000 acres. The stock of un- 
sold land on hand is calculated, at 400,000,000 
acres. In the year 1817 there were sold above 
iipo milhona of acres. 



Pogt'Offiee^^ln 1789, the number of post- 
offices in Uie United States was 75 ; the amount 
of postage 38,000 dollars ; the miles of postrroad 
1800. In 1817, the number of pos^oraces was 
3,459; the amount of postage 961,000 dollars; 
and the extent of post-roads 51,600 miles« 

Revenues — ^The revenues of the United States 
are derived from the customs; from duties on 
distilled spirits, carriages, snuJ^ refined sugar, 
auctions, stamped paper, goods, wares and mer- 
chandise manufactured within the United States, 
household furniture, gold and silver watches 
and postage of letters; from money arising from 
the sale of public lands and from fees on letters- 
patent The following are the daties paid at 
the custom-house for some of the principal arti- 
cles 6f importation: — 7^ per cent on dyeing 
drugs, jewellery and watch-work; 15 per cent 
on hempen cloth and on all articles mano- 
factured from iron, tin, brass and lead— on boU 
tons, buckles, china, earthenware and glass, 
except window glass; 25 per cent on cotton 
and woollen goods and cotton twist; 90 per 
cent on carriages, leather and leather manu- 
factures, 6cc. 

The average annual produce of the cnstoms, 
between 1801 and 1810, both inclusive, was 
about twelve millions of dollars. In the year 

1814, the customs amounted onfy to four mil' 
iiona; and, in the year 1815, the first year after 
the war, rose to thirty-seven millions. From 
1789 to 1814, the customs have constituted 66 
per cent, of the American revenues; loans 26 
per cent.; and all other branches 8 to 9 per cent 
They collect their customs at about 4 per cent; 
— the English expense of collection is6LfU,6d, 
per cent 

The duty upon spirits is extremely trifling to 
the consumer — not a penny per gallon. The 
number of distilleries is about 16,000. The 
licenses produce a very inconsiderable snm. 
The tax laid upon carriages in 1814, varied 
from fifly dollars to one dollar, according to the 
value of the machine. In the year 1801, there 
were more than fifteen thousand carriages of di^ 
ferent descriptions paying duty. The fumitnre- 
tax seems to have been a very singular species 
of tax, laid on during the last war. It was an ad 
valorem duty upon all the fumimre in any man's 
possession, the value of which exceeded 600 
dollars. Furniture cannot be estimated withont 
domiciliary visits, nor domiciliary visits allowed 
without tyranny and vexation. An information 
laid against a new arm-chair, or a clandestine 
sideboard — a search-warrant, and a conviction 
consequent upon it — have much more the ap- 
pearance of English than American liberty. 
The license for a watch, too, is purely EnglM. 
A truly free Englishman walks out covered with 
licenses. It is impossible to convict him. He 
has paid a guinea for his powdered head— « 
guinea for the coat of arms upon his seals— a 
three guinea license for the gun he carries npon 
his shoulder to shoot game : and is so fortified 
with permits and official sanctions, that the most 
eagle-eyed informer cannot obtain the most tri- 
fling advantage ov^r him. 

America has borrowed, between 1791 and 

1815, one hundred and seven millions of dol 
lars, of which forty-nine millions were bo^ 
rowed in 1813 and 1814. The internal revenos 
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in the year 18i5 amoanted to ei^bt million 
dotian; the gross revenue of the same year, 
indiidiDg the loan, to fifty-one million dollars. 

ilim^^— Daring the late war with Great Brit* 
Uia, Congress authorized the raising of 62,000 
men for the armies of the United States,— 
though the actual namber raised never amount- 
ed to half that force. In February, 1816, the 
anny of the United States did not amount to 
nore than 32,000 men; in January, 1814, to 
23,000.* The recruiting service, as may be 
easily conceived, where the wages of labour 
are so high, goes on very slowly in America. 
The miliury peace establishment was fixed in 
1816^t 10,000 men. The Americans are fortu- 
nately exempt from the insanity of garrisoning 
little rocks and islands all over the world ; nor 
wonld they lavish millions upon the ignoble end 
of the Spanish Peninsula — the most useless and 
extravagant possession with which any Eu- 
ropean DOwer was ever afliicted. In 1812, any 
recrait honourably discharged from the service, 
was allowed three months' pay, and 160 acres 
of land. In 18H, every non-commissioned 
officer, musician and private, who enlisted and 
was a/lerwards honourably discharged, was al- 
lowed« upon such discharge, 320 acres. The 
enlistment was for five years, or daring the war. 
The widow, child or parent of any person en- 
listed, who was killed, or died in the service of 
the United States, was entitled to receive the 
aame bounty in land. 

Every free white male between eighteen and 
forty-five, is liable to be called out in the militia, 
which is stated, in official papers, to amount to 
748M0 persons. 

J^fim.— On the 8th of June, 1781, the Ameri- 
cans bad onlv one vessel of war, the Aliianee; 
and that was thought to be too expensive ; it was 
sold ! The attacks of the Barbary powers first 
roused them to form a navy; which, in 1707, 
amoanted to three frigates. In 1814, besides a 
great increase of frigates, four seventy-fours 
were ordered to be built In 1816, in conse- 
quenco of some brilliant actions of their fri- 
gates, the naval service had become very popu- 
lar throughout the United States. One million 
of doUars was appropriated annually, for eight 
yean to the gradual mcrease of the navy ; nine 
aeveBty-foars,! and twelve forty-four gun-ships 
were ordered to be built. Vacant and unappro- 
priated lands belonging to the United States, fit 
to produce oak and cedar, were to be selected 
lor the use of the navy. The peace establish- 
ment of the marine corps was increased, and 
aia navy yards were established. We were 
aorpriscd to find Dr. Seybert complaining of a 
want of ship timber in America. " Many per- 
aons (he says^ believe that our stock of live oak 
ia very considerable ; but upon good authority 
we have been told, in 1801, that supplies of live 
oak from Georgia will be obtained with great 
difficully, and that the larger pieces are very 
scarce.'^ In treating of naval afi^airs. Dr. Sey- 
bert, with a very dififerent purpose in view, pays 
the ibUowing involuntary tribute to the activity 

* Vtmem with Gfc«t Britain wm uini«<l iit December, 
194^1 Gbenl. 

t mie American WTenty-ftmr gun ihipt are oi h)p ni 
fn ftm-rmtea, and their (Vifatet nearly at big as ihip^ of 
tiwliii**. 



and effect of our late naval warfare against the 
Americans. 

" For a long time the majority of the people 
of the United States was opposed to an exten- 
sive and permanent naval establishment; and 
the force authorized by the legislature, until very 
lately, was intended for temporary purposes. A 
navy was considered to be beyond the financial 
means of our country; and it was supposed the 
people would not submit to be taxed for its sup- 
port. Our brilliant success in the late war has 
changed the public sentiment on this subject: 
many persons who formerly opposed the navy, 
now consider it as an essential means for our 
defence. The late transactions on the borders 
of the Chesapeake Bay, cannot be forgotten; 
the extent of that immense estuary enabled the 
enemy to sail triumphant into the interior of 
the United States. For hundreds of miles along 
the shores of that great bay, our people were in- 
sulted; our towns were ravaged and destroyed; 
a considerable population was teased and irri- 
tated; depredations were hourly committed by 
an enemy who could penetrate into the bosom 
of the country, without our being able to molest 
him whilst he kept on the water. By the time 
a sufficient force was collected to check his 
operations in one situation, his ships had al- 
ready transported him to another, which was 
feeble, and offered a booty to him. An army 
could make no resistance to this mode of war- 
fare ; the people were annoyed ; and they suf- 
fered in the field only to be satisfied of their 
inability to check those who had the dominion 
upon our waters. The inhabitants who were in 
the immediate vicinity, were not alone affected 
by the enemy; his operations extended their 
influence to our great towns on the Atlantic 
coast; domestic intercourse and internal com- 
merce were interrupted, whilst that with foreign 
nations was, in some instances, entirely sus- 
pended. The treasury documents for 1814, ex- 
hibit the phenomenon of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania not being returned in the list of the 
exporting slates. We were not only deprived 
of revenue, but our expenditures were very 
much augmented. It is probable the amount 
of the expenditures incurred on the borders of 
the Chesapeake would have been adequate to 
provide naval means for the defence of those 
waters : the people might then have remained 
at home, secure from depredation in the pur- 
suit of their tranquil occupations. The ex- 
penses of the government, as well as of indi- 
viduals, were very much augmented for every 
species of transportation. Every thing had to 
be conveyed by land carriage. Our communi- 
cation with the ocean was cut off. One thou- 
sand dollars were paid for the transportation of 
each of the thirty-two pounder cannon from 
Washington city to Lake Ontario for the public 
service. Our roads became almost impassable 
frgm the heavy loads which were carried over 
them. These facts should induce us, in times 
of tranquillity, to provide for the national de- 
fence, and execute such internal improvements 
as cannot be effected during the agitations of 
war."— (p. 679.) 

Expenditure. — The President of the United 
Slates receives alwut 6000/. a year; the Vice- 
Prcsulent at>out 600/.; the deputies to Congress 
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have 8 dollars per day, and 8 dollars for every 
20 miles of journey. The first clerk of the 
House of Representatives receives about 760iL 
per annum; the Secretary of State, 12O0L; the 
rostmaster-General, 7501; the Chief Justice of 
the United States, lOOOil; a Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary, 2200A per annum. There are, doabt« 
less, reasons why there should be two noblemen 
appointed in this country as postmasters-^^e- 
ral, with enormous salaries, neither of whom 
know a twopenny post letter from a general 
one, and where further retrenchments are stated 
to be impossible. This is clearly a case to 
which that impossibility extends. But these are 
matters where a prostration of understanding 
is called for; and good subjects are not to rea- 
son, but to pay. If. however, we were ever to 
indulge in the Saxon practice of looking into 
our own affairs, some important documents 
might be derived from these American salaries. 
Jonathan, for instance, sees no reason why the 
first clerk of his House of Commons should 
derive emoluments from his situation to the 
amount of 6000iL or 7000/. per annum; but 
Jonathan is vulgar and arithmeticaL The total 
expenditure of lie United States varied, between 
1799 and 1811, both inclusive, from 11 to 17 
millions of dollars. From 1812 to 1814, both 
inclusive, and all these years of war with this 
country, the expenditure was consecutively, 22, 
29, and 38 millions of dollars. The total ex- 
penditure of the United States, for 14 years 
from 1791 to 1814, was 833 millions of dollars ; 
of which, in the three last years of war with 
this country, from 1812 to 1814, there were ex- 
pended 100 millions of dollars, of which only 
35 were supplied by revenue, the rest by loans 
and government paper. The sam total received 
by the American treasury from the 3d of March, 
1789, to the 31st of March, 1816, is 364 millions 
of dollars ; of which 107 millions have been 
raised by loan, and 222 millions by the customs 
tad tonnage : so that, exclusive of the revenue 
derived from loans, 222 parts out of 247 of the 
American revenue have been derived from fo- 
reign commerce. In the mind of any sensible 
American, this consideration ought to prevail 
over the few splendid actions of their half dozen 
frigates, which must, in a continued war, have 
been, with all their bravery and activity, swept 
from the face of the ocean by the superior force 
and equal bravery of the English. It would be 
the height of madness in America to run into 
another naval war with this cotmtry, if it could 
be averted by any other means than a sacrifice 
of proper dignity and character. They have, 
comparativelv, no land revenue ; and, m spite 
of tne Franklin and Guerriirtf though lined 
with cedar and mounted with brass cannon, 
they must soon be reduced to the same state 
which has been described by Dr. Seybert, and 
fh>m which they were so opportunely extricated 
by the treaty of Ghent David Porter and Ste- 
phen Decatur are very brave men; but they 
will prove an unspeakable misfortune to their 
country, if they inflame Jonathan into a love of 
naval glory, and inspire him with any other 
love of war than that which is founded upon a 
determination not to submit to serious insult 
and injury. 

We eon inform Jonaihan what are the inevi* 



iabk eonaequenees of beiw too fmi pf gknfr^ 
Taxes upon ewry otHm vohidi tnien mto ike 
mouth, or eooer$ m back, or ia phetd wader the 
fioi—iaxea upon every iking umieh U it pkamnt 
to tee, heart fsel, ameO, or taate^^tmeea mmh 
ufcrmtktlightttndioeamation^'-taxeaontoenftMt^^ 
on earth, ami the watera under the ea rth om taerff 
thing that eomea from abroad, or ia grmim ai 
home-^teoBea on Ike raw mate ri a i t a x e a on ewern 
fnAwhethatia added toit bv ike induatry ^ 
man-^axea on the aauee wkien pampera fSafa 



appetite, and the drug thai reatorea him to heatA 
--on the ermine wnieh deeoratea thajudfe^aaad 
the rope which hanga the erimtnat^^on tS^pear 
num*s foU, and the rich mmCa a p ie e on the Sraaa 
naUa tf the coffin, and the ribbona of the bride-^ 
at bed or board, eouchant or kvant, we muat pmw. 
— The achool-boy whipa hia taxed tqp-^he MrS- 
leaa wruth managea hia taxed horae, with a taxed 
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man, pouring hia medicine, which haa paid 7 _ 
cent^tnto a apoon that haa jpaid 15 per eentUr^ 
/Knga himaelf back upon ku Mntz bed, wM/tk 
haa paid 22 per cent ^— and expirea in the arma 
of an emotheeary, who haa paid a Ueenae of a 
hundred pounda for the privilege of putting him 
to death. Hia whole property ia then immeSate^ 
taxed from % to 10 per cent, ^ Beaidea the probate, 
large feea are demanded fir burying him in the 
chancel g hia virtuea are handed amen to poateritf 
on taxed marble; and he ia then gathered to kia 
fatherai—to be taxed no more. In addition to all 
this, the habit of dealing with large sums will 
make the government avaricioas and profuse; 
and the system itself will infallibly generate 
the base vermin of spies and informers, and a 
still more pestilent race of political toolLa and 
retainers of the meanest and most odious 
description; — while the prodigious patronage 
which the collecting of this splendid revenue 
will throw into the hands of government, will 
invest it with so vast an influence, and hold out 
such means and temptations to corruption, as 
all the virtue and public spirit, even of repub- 
licans, will be unable to resist 

Every wise Jonathan should remember this, 
when he sees the rabble huzzaing at the heels 
of the truly respectable Decatur, or inflaming 
the vanity of thai still more popular leader, 
whose justification has lowered the character of 
his govemmentwith all the civilized nations of 
the world. 

Debt4 — ^America owed 42 million dollars after 
the Revolutionary war; in 1790, 79 millions; in 
1803,70 millions; and in the beginniig of Janu- 
ary, 1812, the public debt was dimiiiisbed to 45 
million dollars. After the last war with Eng- 
land, it had risen to 123 millions; and so it stood 
on the 1st of January, 1816. The total amount 
carried to the credit of the commissioners of the 
sinking fund, on the 31st of December, 1816, was 
a^bout 34 millions of dollars. 

Such is the land of Jonathan — and thus has 
it been governed. In his honest endeavours to 
better his simation, and in his manly purpose 
of resisting injury and insult we most cordially 
sympathize. We hope he will always continue 
to watch and suspect his government as he now 
does — remembering that it is the constant ten- 
dency of those entrusted with power, to con* 
ceive that they enjoy it by their own merits, 
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and for tbrir own use, and not by delegation* 
and for the benefit of others. Thus far we are 
ttte friends and admirers of Jonathan. Bot he 
mast not grow vain and ambitious ; or allow 
bimseif to be dazzled by that galaxy of epithets 
by which his orators and newspaper scnbblers 
endesronr to persuade their supporters that they 
are the greatest, the most refined, the most en- 
Mitened and most moral people upon earth. 
ne effect of this is unspealcably lodicrous on 
this side of the Atlantic— and, even on the other, 
we shmll imagine, must be rather humiliating 
fo the reasonable part of the population. The 
Americans are a brave, industrious and acute 
people; but ther have, hitherto, given no indi- 
eano&s of genius, and made no approaches 
to 4hc heroic, either in their moraliQr or cha- 
Tacter. They are but a recent ofi&et, indeed, 
ftora Eni^and; and should make it their chief 
boast, for many generations to come, that they 
afe wpnag from the same race with Bacon and 
Shanpeare and Newton. Considering their 
Bombers, indeed, and the favourable circum* 
atances In which they have been placed, they 
bave yti done marvellously little to assert the 
bonoar of such a descent, or to show that their 
Boyish blood has been exalted or refined by 
ibefr republican training and institutions.— 
Their Franklins and Washingtons, and all the 
other sages and heroes of their Revolution, 
were- bom and bred subjects of the King of 
Bogtandir-aBd not among the freest or most 
▼ahied of his subjects. And since the period 
of their separation, a far greater proportion of 
their statesmen and artists and political writers 
have been foreigners than ever occurred before 
.in the histMy of any civilized and educated 
people. During the thirty or forty years of 
theur iaiiependence, they have done absolutely 
not^Bf lor the Sciences, for the Arts, for Lite- 
lafBTi 9r even for the statesman-like studies of 



Polities or Political Economy. Confminp: our- 
selves to our own country, and to the period 
that has elapsed since they had an independeat 
existence, we would ask, where are their Foxes, 
their Burkes, their Sheridans, their Windhams, 
their Homers, their Wilberforces? — where their 
Arkwrights, their Watts, their Davys 1 — their 
Robertsons, Blairs, Smiths, Stewarts, Paleys, 
and Malthuses? — their Persons, Parrs, Bar- 
neys, or Bkwmfields ?— their Scotts, Rogers's, 
Campbells, Byrons, Moores, or Crabbesi — 
their Siddons's, Kembles, Keans, or 0*Neils1— 
their Wilkies, Lawrences, ChantrysT— or their 
parallels to the hundred other names that have 
spread themselves over the world from our 
little island in the coarse of the last thirty 
years, and blest or delighted mankind by their 
works, inventions or examples ! In so far as 
we know, there is no such parallel to be pro- 
duced from the whole annals of this self- 
adulating race. In the four quarters of the 
globe, who reads an American book f or goes 
to an American play? or looks at an American 
picture or statue t What does the world yet 
owe to Anjerican physicians or surgeons! 
What new substances have their chemists dis- 
covered? or what old ones have they analyzed! 
What new constellations have been discovered 
by the telescopes of Americans! What have 
they done in the mathematics! Who drinks 
out of American glasses! or eats from Ameri- 
can plates! or wears American coats or gowns! 
or sleeps in American blankets! Finally, under 
which of the old tyrannical governments of £u« 
rope is every sixth man a slave, whom his fel- 
low-creatures may buy and sell and torture ! 

When these questions are fairly and favouf^ 
ably answered, iheir laudatory epithets may be 
allowed: but till that can be done, we would 
seriously advise them to keep clear of super- 
latives. 
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Thih are all the late publications that treat 
of Irish interests in general, — and none of them 
are of first-rate importance. Mr. Gamble's Tra- 
vels in Ireland are of a very ordinary description 
— low scenes and low humour making up the 
principal part of the narrative. There are 
readers, however, whom it will amuse; and the 
reading market becomes more and more exten- 
sive, and embraces a greater variety of persons 
every day. Mr. Whitelaw's History of Dublin 
is a book of great accuracy and research, highly 
creditable to the industry, good sense and be- 
nevolence of its author. Of the Travels of Mr. 
Christian Curwen, we hardly know what to say. 
He is bold and honest in his politics — a great 
enemy to abuses — ^vapid in his levity and plea- 
santry, and infinitely too much inclined to de- 
claim upon common-place topics of morality and 
benevolence. But, with these drawbacks, the 
book is not ill written ; and may be advantage- 
ously read by those who are desirous of informa- 
tion upon the present state of Ireland. 

So great and so long has been the misgo- 
▼ernment of that country, that we verily believe 
the empire would be much stronger if every 
thirg was open ^ea between England and the 
Atlantic, and if akatea and codfish swam over 
the fair land of Ulster. Such jobbing, such 
profligacy — so much direct t3nranny and oppres- 
sion—such an abuse of God's giAs — such a 
Profanation of God's name for the purposes of 
igotiy and party spirit, cannot be exceeded in 
the history of civilized Europe, and will long 
remain a monument of infamy and shame to 
England. But it will be more useful to suppress 
the indignation which the very name of Ireland 
inspires, and to consider impartially those causes 
which have marred this fair portion of the crea- 
tion, and kept it wild and savage in the midst of 
improving Europe. 

The great misfortune of Ireland is, that the 
mass of the people have been given up for a 
century to a handful of Protestants, by whom 
they have been treated as Helots, and subjected 
to every species of persecution and disgrace. 
The sufferings of the Caiholics have been so 
loudly chaunted in the very streets, that it is al- 
most needless to remind our readers that, during 
the reigns of George I. and George 11., the Irish 
Roman Catholics were disabled from holding 
any civil or military office, from voting at elec- 
tions, from admission into corporations, from 
practising law or physic. A younger brother, 
by turning Protestant, might deprive his elder 
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brother of his birthright ; by the same process 
he might force his father, under the name of a 
liberal provision, to yield up to him a part oif 
his landed property: and, if an eldest son, he 
might, in the same way, reduce his father's fee- 
simple to a life estate. A papist was disabled 
from purchasing freehold lands — and even from 
holding long leases — and any person might take 
his Catholic neighl>our's house by paying 5L for 
it. If the child of a Catholic father tamed Pro- 
testant, he was taken away from his father and 
put into the hands of a Protestant relation. No 
papist could purchase a freehold, or lease for 
more than thirty years-— or inherit from an in- 
testate Protestant — nor from an intestate Catho- 
lic — nur dwell in Limerick or Galway— nor hold 
an advowson, nor buy. an annuiQr for life. 60L 
was given for discovering a popish archbishop 
— 30A for a popish clergyman — and lOf. for a 
schoolmaster. No one was allowed to be trustee 
for Catholics ; no Catholic was allowed to take 
more than two apprentices ; no papist to be so- 
licitor, sheriff', or to serve on grand jaries. 
Horses of papists might be seized for the militia; 
for which militia papists were to pay double, 
and to find Protestant substitutes. I^apists were 
prohibited from being present at vestries, or 
from being high or petty constables ; and, when 
resident in towns, they were compelled to find 
Protestant watchmen. Barristers and solicitors 
marrying Catholics, were exposed to the penal- 
ties of Catholics. Persons plundered by pri- 
vateers during a war with any popish prince, 
were reimbursed by a levv on the Catholic in- 
habitants where they lived. All popish priests 
celebrating marriages contrary to 13 €reo. Leap. 
3, were to be hanged. 

The greater part of these incapacities are re- 
moved, though many of a very serious and op- 
pressive nature still remain. But the grand 
misfortune is, that the spirit which these op- 
pressive laws engendered remains. The Pro- 
testant still looks upon the Catholic as a 
degraded being. The Catholic does not yet 
consider himself upon an equality with his for- 
mer tyrant and taskmaster. That religions 
hatred which required all the prohibiting vi^ 
lance of the law for its restraint, has found in 
the law its strongest support; and the spirit 
which the law first exasperated and embittered^ 
continues to act long aAer the original tUmtUua 
is withdrawn. The law which prevented Ca- 
tholics from serving on grand juries is repealed ; 
but Catholics are not called upon grand juries 
in the proportion in which they are entitled, by 
their rank and fortune. The Duke of Bedfoii 
did all he could to give them the benefit of those 
laws which are already passed in their favofun 
But power is seldom entrusted in this country 
to one of the Duke of Bedford's liberally ; and 
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ereiy thing has fallen back in the hands of his 
' successors into the ancient division of the pri- 
rileged and degraded castes. We do not mean 
to cast any reflection upon the present secretary 
for Ireland, whom we believe to be upon this 
subject a very liberal politician, and on all sub- 
jects an honourable and ezcelleot man. The 
government under which he serves allows him 
to indulge in a little harmless liberality; but it 
is perfectly understood that nothing is intended 
to be done for the Catholics ; that no loaves and 
fishes will be lost by indulgence in Protestant 
inaplence and tyranny; and, therefore, among 
the generality of Irish Protestants, insolence, 
tyranny and exclusion continue to operate. 
However eligible the Catholic may be, he is not 
elected; whatever barriers may be thrown down, 
he does not advance a step. He was first kept 
out by Utw ; he is now kept out by opinion and 
habit. They have been so long in chains, that 
nobody believes they are capable of using their 
bands and feet. 

It is not, however, the only or the worst misfor- 
tune of the Catholics, that the relaxations of the 
law are hitherto of little benefit to them ; the law 
is not yet sufficiently relaxed. A Catholic, as 
every body knowsj cannot be made sherifi*; can- 
not oe in Parliament; cannot be a director of 
the Irish Bank ; cannot fill the great departments 
of the law, the army and the navy ; is cut off 
from all the high objects of human ambition, 
and treated as a marked and degraded person. 

The common admission now is, that the Ca- 
tholics are to the Protestants in Ireland as about 
4 to.l— of which Protestants, not more than one 
Aoyrbelong to the Church of Ireland. This, then, 
is one of Uie most striking features in the state 
of Ireland. That the great mass of the popula- 
tion is completely subjugated and overawed by 
a handAil of comparatively recent settlers, — in 
whom all the power and patronage of the coun- 
try are vested, — who have been reluctantly com- 
pelled to desist from still greater abuses of 
waiharitj4 — and who look with trembling appre- 
hcaasion to the increasing liberality of the Par- 
liament and the country towards these unfortu- 
nate persons whom they have always looked 
upon as their property and their prey. 

Whatever evils may result from these pro- 
portions between the oppressor and the op- 
pressed — to whatever dangers a country so 
situated may be considered to be exposed — these 
mrils and dangers are rapidly increasing in Ire- 
land. The proportion of Catholics to Protestants 
ia infinitely greater now than it was thirty years 
ago, and is ^coming more and more favourable 
to the Ibrmer. By a return made to the Irish 
HoDse of Lords in 1732, the proportion of Ca- 
tbolics to Protestants was not 2 to 1. It is now 
(as we have already observed) 4 to 1 ; and the 
eanaei which have thus altered the proportion 
in lavour of the Catholics arc sufiiciently ob- 
▼ions to any one acquainted with the st§iie of 
Ireland. The Roman Catholic priest r^'sides: 
his income entirely depends upon the number 
^f his flock; and he must exert himself, (ir he 
starvesu There is some chance of success, 
therefore, in his efforts to convert; but the Pro- 
testant clergyman, if he were equally eager, has 
little or no probability of persuading so much 
larger a pmportton of the population to come 



over to his church. The Catholic clergyman 
belongs to a religion that has always been more 
desirous of gaiuing proselytes than the Pro- 
testant church; and he is animated by a sense 
of injury and a desire of revenge. Another rea- 
son for the disproportionate increase of Catho- 
lics is, that the Catholics will marry upon means 
which the Protestant considers as insufficient 
for marriage. A few potatoes and a shed of 
turf are all that Luther has leA for the Roman- 
ist ; and, when the latter gets these, he instantlv 
begins upon the great Irish manufacture of chil- 
dren. But a Protestant belongs to the sect that 
eats the fine flour, and leaves the bran to others; 
he must have comforts, and he does not marry 
till he gets them. He would be ashamed, if he 
were seen living as a Catholic lives. This is 
the principal reason why the Protestants who 
remain attached to their church do not increase 
so fast as the Catholics. But in common minds, 
daily scenes, the example of the majority, the 
power of imitation, decide their habits, religious 
as well as civil. A Protestant labourer who 
works among Catholics, soon learns to think 
and act and talk as they do — he is not proof 
against the eternal panegyric which he hears of 
Father O'Leary. His Protestantism is rubbed 
away; and he goes at last, after some little re- 
sistance, to the chapel, where he sees every 
body else going. 

These eight Catholics not only hate the UiAth 
man, the Protestant of the Establi5hment, for 
the unjust privileges he enjoys — not only remem- 
ber that the lands of their fathers were given to 
his father — but they find themselves forced to 
pay for the support of his religion. In the 
wretched state of poverty in which the lower 
orders of Irish are plunged, it is not without 
considerable effort that they can pay the few 
shillings necessary for the support of their Ca- 
tholic priest; and when this is effected, a tenth 
of the potatoes in the garden is to be set out 
for the support of a persuasion, the introduction 
of which mto Ireland they consider as the great 
cause of their political inferiority, and all their 
manifold wretchedness. In England, a labourer 
can procure constant employment — or he can, 
at the worst, obtain relief from his parish. 
Whether tithe operates as a tax upon him, is 
known only to the political economist: if he 
does pay it, he does not know that he pays it ; 
and the burthen of supporting the clergy is at 
least kept out of his view. But, in Ireland, the 
only method in which a poor man lives, is by 
taking a small portion of land, in which he can 
grow potatoes: seven or eight months out of 
twelve, in many parts of Ireland, there is no 
constant employment of the poor: and the po- 
tato farm is all that shelters them from absolute 
famine. If the pope were to come in person, and 
seize upon every tenth potato, the poor peasant 
would scarcely endure it. With what patience 
then, can he see it tossed into the cart of the 
heretic rector who has a church without a con- 
grefration, and a revenue without duties! 

We do not say whether these things a?e right 
or wrong — whether they want a remedy at all 
— or what remedy they want ; but we paint them 
in those colours in which they appear to the eye 
of poverty and ignorance, without saying whe- 
ther those colours are false or true^ Nor is th* 
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case at all comparable to that of DisseDters pay- • 
ing tithe in England; which case is precisely I 
the reverse of what happens in Ireland, fur it is 
the contribution of a very small minority to the 
religion of a very large majority; and the num- 
bers on either side make all the difference in 
the argument. To exasperate the poor Catholic 
still more, the rich grazier of the parish— or the 
squire in his parish — pay no tithe at all for their 
erass land. Agistment tithe is abolished in 
Ireland; and the burthen of supporting two 
churches seems to devolve upon the poorer 
Catholics, struggling with plough and spade in 
small scraps of dearly-rented land. Tithes seem 
to be collected in i more harsh manner than 
they are collected in England. The minute sub- 
divisions of land in Ireland — the little connection 
which the Protestant cleii|ryman commonly has 
with the Catholic population of his parish, have 
made the introducuon of tithe proctors very 
general — sometimes as the agent of the clergy- 
man — sometimes as the lessee or middleman 
between the clergyman and the cultivator of 
the land ; but, in either case, practised, dexter- 
ous estimators of tithe. The English clergymen 
in genera], are far from exacting the whole of 
what is due to them, but sacrifice a little to the 
love of popularity or to the dread of odium 
A system of tithe-proctors established all over 
England (as it is in Ireland,) would produce 
general disgust and alienation from the Esta- 
blished Church. 

** Durins the administration of Lord Halifax," 
says Mr. Hardy, in quoting the opinion of Lord 
Charlemont upon tiUies paid by Catholics, ** Ire- 
land was dangerously disturbed in its sooth- 
em and northern regions. In the south princi- 
eaIIv, in the counties of Kilkenny, Limerick, 
Cork and Tipperary, the White Boys now made 
their first appearance ; those White Boys, who 
have ever since occasionally disturbed the pub- 
lic tranquillity, without any rational method 
having been as yet pursued to eradicate this 
disgraceful evil. Wnen we consider that the 
very same district has been for the long space 
of seven-and-twenty years liable to frequent 
returns of the same disorder into which it has 
continually relapsed, in spite of all the violent 
remedies from time to time administered by our 
political quacks, we cannot doubt but that some 
real, peculiar and topical cause must exist ; and 
yet, neither the removal nor even the investiga- 
tion of this cause has ever once been seriously 
attempted. Laws of the most sanguinary and 
unconstitutional nature have been enacted ; the 
country has been disgraced and exasperated 
by frequent and bloody executions; and the 
gibbet, that perpetual resource of weak and 
cmel legislators, has groaned under the multi- 
tude of starving criminals: yet, while the cause 
is suffered to exist, the effects will ever follow. 
The amputation of limbs will never eradicate 
a prurient humour, which must be sought in its 
source, and there remedied." 

" I wish," continues Mr. Wakefield, " for the 
sake of humanity, and for the honour of the 
Irish character, that the gentlemen of that coun- 
try would take this matter into their serious 
consideration. Let them only for a moment 
place themselves in the situation of the half- 
fkmished cotter, surrounded by a wretched fami- 



ly, clamorous for food ; and judge what his feel* 
ings must be, when he sees the tenth part of the 
produce of his potato garden exposed at banrest 
time to public oanit or, if he have given a pro- 
missory note for the payment of a certain sam 
of money, to compensate for such tithe when it 
becomes due, to hear the heart-rending cries of 
his offspring clinging round him, and lamenting 
for the milk of which they are deprived, by the 
cows being driven to the pound, to be sold to dis- 
charge the debt Such accounts are not the 
creation of fancy; the facts do e.zist,and are 
but too common in Ireland. Were one d tbem 
transferred to canvas by the hand of genius, 
and exhibited to English humanity, that heart 
must be callous, indeed, that coold refuse its 
sympathy. I have seen the cow, the faTonrile 
cow, driven away, accompanied bj the sighs, 
the tears and the imprecations of a whole fiuni- 
ly, who were paddhng after, through wet and 
dirt, to take their last affectionate farewell of 
this their only friend and benefactor, at the 

Found gate. I have heard with emotions which 
can scarcely describe, deep curses repeated 
from village to village as the cavalcade pro- 
ceeded. I have witnessed the group pass the 
domain walls of the opulent grazier, whose 
numerous herds were cropping the most lozo- 
riant pastures, while he was secure from any 
demand for the tithe of- their food, looking on 
with the most unfeeling indifference."— Wdb> 
field, p. 486. 

In Munster, where tithe of potatoes is exact- 
ed, risings against the system*have constantly 
occurred during the last forty years. In U)|ier, 
where no such tithe is required, these insarrec* 
tions are unknown. The double church which 
Ireland supports, and that painful visible con- 
tribution towards it which the poor Irishoian is 
compelled to make from his miserable pittance, 
is one great cause of those never-ending in- 
surrections, burnings, murders and robberies, 
which have laid waste that ill-fated conntry for 
so many years. The unfortunate conseqaence 
of the civil disabilities, and the church payments 
under which the Catholics labour, is a rooted 
antipathy to this country. They hate the Eng- 
lish government from historical recollection, 
actual sufferings and disappointed hope; and 
till they are better treated, tney will continue to 
hate it. At this moment, in a period of the 
most profound peace, there are twenty-fl^e 
thousand of the best disciplined and best ap- 
pointed troops in the world in Ireland, with 
bayonets fixed, presented arms, and in the alti- 
tude of present war: nor is there a man too 
much — nor would Ireland be tenable witboat 
ihem. When it was necessary last ^ear (or 
thought necessary) to put down the children of 
reform, we were forced to make a new levy 
of troops in this country — not a man could 
be spared from Ireland. The moment tbev 
had embarked, Peep-of-day Boys, Heartrof«Oak 
Boys, Twelve-o'clock Boys,Heart-of-Flint Bojrs, 
and all the bloody boyhood of the Bbg of Allen, 
would have proceeded to the ancient work of 
riot, rapine and disaffection. Ireland, in short, 
till her wrongs are redressed, and a more liberal 
policy is adopted towards her, will always be a 
cause of anxiety and suspicion to this countnr; 
and, in some moment of our weakness and de* 
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D, will foreibly eitort what she would 
' receive with gratitude and exultation. 
Ireland is situated close to another island of 
isreater size, speaking the same language, vefy 
superior in civililEation, and the seat of govern- 
ment. The consequence of this is the emigra- 
tion of the richest and most powerful part of the 
eommanity— a vast drain of wealth— and the 
absence of all that wholesome influence which 

. the representatives of ancient families residing 
upon their estates, produce upon their tenantry 
and dependents. Can any man imagine that 
the scenes which have been acted in Ireland 
within these last twenty years, would have 
taken place, if such vast proprietors as the 
Duke of Devonshire, the Marquis of Hertford, 
the Marqnis of Lansdowne, Earl Fitzwilliam, 
and many other men of equal wealth, had been 
in the constant habit of residing upon their Irish, 
as they are upon their English estates ? Is it of 
no eoDseqacnee to the order and the civilization 
of a large district, whether the great mansion is 
inhabited by an insignificant, perhaps a mis- 
ehievoaa, attorney, in the shape of agent, or 
whether the first and greatest men of the United 
Kingdom?, ^fter the business of Parliament is 
over, come with their friends and families, to 
exercise hospitality, to spend large revenues, to 
diflaae information and to improve manners? 
ThiB evil is a ver^ serious one to Ireland ; and, 
as far as we see,mcurable. For if the present 
large estates were, by the dilapidation of fami- 
lies, to be broken to pieces and sold, others 
equally great would, in the free circulation of 
p itj ye i ' ty, speedily accumulate; and the moment 
any possessor arrived at a certain pitch of for- 
tune, he would probably choose to reside in the 
beuer country, — near the Parliament or the 
court. 

This absence of great proprietors in Ireland 
ceeessarily brings with it, or if not necessarily, 
haa actnally brought with it, the employment 
of middlemen, which forms one other standing 
and regalar Irish grievance. We are well aware 
of all that can be said in defence of middle- 
men; that they sund between the little farmer 
and the great proprietor, as the shop-keeper 
does between the manufacturer and consunaer; 

* and, in fact, by their intervention, save time, and 
therefore expense. This may be n ue enough 
in the abstract; but the particniar nature of land 
niist be attended to. The object of the man who 
makes cloth is to sell his cloth at the present 
nuurfcet,for as hieh a price as he can obtain. If 
that price is tno high, it soon falls; but no injury 
is done to his machinery by the superior price 
he has enjoyed for a season — he is just as able 
to piodnce cloth with it, as if the profits he en- 
j0jed had always been equally moderate ; he 
has no fear, therefore, of the middlemen, or of 
nny species of moral machinery which may help 
to ohUun for him the greatest present prices. 
The same wonid be the feeling of any one who 
let ont a steam-engine, or any other machine, 
for the purposes of manufacture ; he would'natu- 
jMj take the highest price he could get : for he 
aaigfat eilher let his machine for a price propor- 
tionate to the work it did, or the repairs, estima- 
ble with the greatest precision, might be thrown 
upon the tenant; in short, he could hardly ask 
•ny^rent too hif^for bis machine which a re- 
19 



sponsible person would give; dilapidation would 
be so visible, and so calculable in snch in- 
stances, that any secondary lease, or subletting, 
would be rather an increase of security than a 
source of alarm. Any evil from such a practice 
would be improbable, measurable and reme« 
diable. In land, on the contrary, the object is 
not to get the highest prices absolutely, but to 
get the highest prices which will not injure the 
machine. One tenant may ofier and pay double 
the rent of another, and in a few years leave the 
land in a state which will effectually bar all fu- 
ture offers of tenancy. It is of no use to fill a 
lease full of clauses and covenants; a tenant 
who pays more than he ought to pay, or who pays 
even to the last farthing which he ought to pav, 
will rob the land, and injure the machine, in 
spite of all the attorneys in England. He will 
rob it even if he means to remain upon it- 
driven on by present distress, and anxious to 
put off the day of defalcation and arrear. The 
damage isoAen difiieult of detection — not easily 
calculated, not easily to be proved; snch for 
which juries (themselves, perhaps, farmers) 
would not willingly give sufficient compensa- 
tion. And if this is true in England, it is much 
more strikingly true in Ireland, where it is ex- 
tremely difficult to obtain verdicts for breaches 
of covenant in leases. 

The only method then of yarding the machine 
from real injury is, by giving to the actual oc- 
cupier such advantage in his contract, that he 
is unwilling to give it up — that he has a real 
interest in retaining it, and is not driven by the 
distresses of the present moment to destroy the 
future productiveness of the soil. Any rent 
which the landlord accepts more than this, or 
any system by which more rent than this is ob- 
tained, is to borrow money upon the most usu- 
rious and profligate interest — to increase the 
revenue of the present day by the absolute ruin 
of the property. Such is the effect produced by 
a middleman : he gives high prices that he may 
obtain higher from the occupier; more is paid 
by the actual occupier than is consistent with 
the safety and preservation of the machine; die 
/and is run out, and in the end, that maximum of 
rent we have described is not obtained: and not 
only is the property injured by such a system, 
but in Ireland ine most shocking consequences 
ensue from it There is little manufacture in 
Ireland ; the price of labour is low, the demand 
for labour irregular. If a poor man is driven, 
by distress of rent, from his potato garden, he 
has no other resource — all is lost: he will do the 
impossible (as the French say) to retain it : and 
subscribe any bond, and promise any rent. The 
middleman has no character to lose; and he 
knew, when he took up the occupation, that it 
was one with which pity had nothing to do. On 
he drives ; and backward the poor peasant re- 
cedes, losing something at every step, till he 
comes to the very brink of despair; and then 
he recoils and murders his oppressor, and is a 
White hoy or a Right boy :— the soldier shoots 
him, and the judge hangs him. 

In the debate which took place in the Irian 
House of Commons, upon the bill for preventing 
tumultuous risings and assemblies, on the Slst 
of January, 1787, the attorney-general submitted 
to the House the following narrative of facts. 
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«The commencement," said he, *'was in one 
or two. parishes in the coanty of Kerry; and 
thev proceeded thus. The people assembled in 
a Catholic chapel, and thert took an oath to 
obey the laws of Captain Right, and to starve the 
clergy. They then proceeded to the next pa- 
rishes, on the following Sunday, and there swore 
the people in the same manner; with this addi- 
tion, that they (the people last sworn) should, 
on the ensuing Sunday, proceed to the chapels 
of their next neighbouring parishes, and swear 
the inhabitants of those parishes in like manner. 
Proceeding in this manner they very soon went 
through the province of Munster. The first 
object was the reformation of tithes. They swore 
not to give more than a certain price per acre; 
not to assist, or allow them to be assisted, in 
drawing the tithe, and to permit no prodor. 
They next look upon them to prevent the collec- 
tion of parish cesses; next to nominate parish 
clerks, and in some cases curates : to say what 
church should or should not be repaired ; and 
in one case to threaten that they would burn a 
new church, if the old one were not given for a 
mass-house. At last, they proceeded to regulate 
the price of lands ; to raise the price of labour ; 
and to oppose the collection of the hearth money, 
and other taxes. Bodies of 5000 of them have 
been seen to march through the country un- 
armed, and if met by any magistrate, they never 
((ffered tfie smallest rudeness or offence; on the 
contrary, they had allowed persons charged with 
crimes to be* taken from amongst them by the 
magistrate alone, unaided by any force." 

" The aitorney.general said he was well ac- 
quainted with the province of Munster, and that 
it was impossible for human wretchedness to 
exceed that of the peasantry of that province. 
The unhappy tenantry were ground to powder 
by relentless landlords; ihat, far from being 
able to give the clergy their just dues, they had 
not food nor raiment for themselves— the land- 
lord grasped the whole; and sorry was he to 
add, that, not satisfied with the present extortion, 
some landlords had been so base as to instigate 
the insurgents to rob the clergy of theu liihes, 
not in order to alleviate the distresses of iKo 
tenantry, but that they might add the clergy's 
share to the cruel rack-rents they already paid. 
The poor people of Munster lived in a more ab- 
ject state of poverty than human natttre could be 
supposed equal to bear,** — GrattarCs SpeecJies, vol. 
i. 292. 

We are not, of course, in such a discussion, 
to be governed by names. A middleman might 
be tied up by the strongest legal restriction, as 
to the price he was to exact from the under-- 
tenants, and then he would be no more perni- 
cious to the estate than a steward. A steward 
might be protected in exactions as severe as the 
most rapacious middleman ; and then, of course, 
it would be the same thing under another name. 
The practice to which* we object is, the loo 
common method in Ireland of extorting the last 
farthing which the tenant is willing to give for 
land, rather than quit it: and the machinery 
by which such practice is carried into effect, is 
that of the middleman. It is not only that it 
rams the land; it ruins the people also. They 
ore made so poor — brought so near the ground 
-that they can sink no lower; and burst out at 



last into all the acts of desperation and revenge 
for which Ireland is so notorions. Men who 
have money in their pockets, and find that they 
are improving in their circumstances, don't do 
these things. Opulence, or the hope of opulence 
or comfort, is the parent of decency, order and 
submission to the laws. A landlord in Ireland 
understands the luxury of carriages and horses; 
bnt has no relish for the greater luxury of sur- 
rounding himself with a moral and grateful 
tenantry. The absent proprietor looks only to 
revenue, and cares nothing for the disorder and 
degradation of a country which he never means 
to visit. There are very honourable exceptions 
to this charge: but there are too many living in- 
stances that it is just. The rapacity of the Irish 
landlord induces him to allow of the extreme 
division of his lands. When the daughter mar- 
ries, a little portion of the little farm is broken 
off— another corner for Patrick, and another for 
Dermot — till the land is broken into sections, 
upon one of which an English cow could not 
stand. Twenty mansions of misery are thus 
reared instead of one. A louder cry of oppres- 
sion is lifted up to Heaven; and fresh enemies 
to the English name and power are molliplicd 
on the earth. The Irish gentlemen, too, ex- 
tremely desirous of political influence, multiply 
freeholds and split votes; and this propensity 
tends of course to increase the miserable re- 
dundance of living beings, under which Ireland 
is groaning. Among the manifold wretcbedoess 
to which the poor Irish tenant is liable, we 
must not pass over the practice of driving for 
rent. A lets land to B, who lets it to C, who 
lets it again to D. D pays C his rent, and C 
pays B. But if B fails to pay A^ "he cattle of 
B, C, D are all driven to the pound, and al'ter 
the interval of a few days, sold by auction. A 
general driving of this kind very frequently 
leads to a bloody insurrection. It may be 
ranked among the classical grievances of Ire- 
land. 

Potatoes enter for a great deal intothe pre- 
sent condition of Ireland. They are much 
cheaper than wheat; and it is so easy to rear a 
family upon them, that there is no check to 
population from the difficulty of procuring food. 
The population, therefore, goes on with a ra-* 
pidity approaching almost to that of new coun- 
tries, and in & much greater ratio than the 
improving agricultoce and manufactures of the 
country can find employxueni for it. All degrees 
of all nations begin with living in pig-stves. 
The king or the priest first gew, out of ihem; 
then the noble, then the pauper, in proportion 
as each class becomes more and more^puient. 
Better tastes arise from better circumstances; 
and the luxury of one period is the wretched- 
ness and poverty of another. En|[lish peasants, 
in the time of Henry the Seventh, were lodged 
as badly as Irish peasants now are; but the 
population was limited by the difficalty of pro- 
curing a corn subsistence. The improvemeiits 
of this kingdom were more rapid; the priee of 
labour rose; and, with it, the luxury mud com- 
fort of the peasant, who is now decently lodged 
and clothed, and who would think himself in the 
last stage of wretchedness, if he had nothing 
but an iron pot in a turf house, and plenty of 
potatoes in it The nse of the potato was intro- 
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doeed into Ireland when the wretched accommo- 
dation of her own peasantry bore some propor- 
tion to the state of those accommodations all 
over Earope. But they have increased their 
popalation so fast, and, in conjunction with the 
oppressive ffovemment of Ireland retarding im- 
provement, nave kept the price of labour so low, 
that the Irish poor have never been able to 
emerge from their mud cabins, or to acquire 
aoj taste for cleanliness and decency of appear- 
ance. Mr. Cnrwen has the following descrip- 
tion of Irish cottages. 

"These mansions of miserable existence, for 
so they may truly be described, conformably to 
our general estimation of those indispensable 
comforts requisite to constitute the happiness of 
rational beings, are most commonly composed 
of two rooms on the ground floor, a most ap- 
propriate term, for they are literary on the 
earth ; the surface of which is not unfrequcntly 
reduced a fboi or more, to save the expense of 
so much outward walling. The one is a refec- 
tory, the other the dormitory. The furniture of 
the former, if the owner ranks in the upper part 
of the scale of scantiness, will con.sist of a 
kitchen dresser, well provided and highly deco- 
rated with crockery— not less apparently the 
pride of the husband than the result of femate 
vanity in the wife : which, with a table, a chest, 
a few stools and an iron pot, complete the cato- 
kigue of conveniences generally found as be- 
longing to the cabin ; while a spinning-wheel, 
furnished by the Linen Board, and a loom, or- 
nament vacant spaces, that otherwise would 
remain onfamished. In fitting up the latter, 
which cannot, on any occasion, or by any dis- 
play, add a feather to the weight or importance 
expected to be excited by the appearance of the 
former, the inventory is limited to one, and 
somethnes two beds, serving for the repose of 
the whole family ! However downy these may 
be to limbs impatient for rest, their coverings 
appeared to be very slight; and the whole of 
the apartment created reflections of a very pain- 
ful nature. Under such privations, with a wet 
mnd floor, and a roof in tatters, how idle the 
aearch for comforts !"— Cartiim, I. 1 12, 1 13. 

To this extract we shall add one more on the 
same subject 

«*The gigantic figure, bare-headed before me, 
had a beard that would not have disgraced an 
ancient Israelite — he was without shoes or 
aiockings — and almost a sans-culotie — with a 
eoit or rather a jacket, that appeared as if the 
first blast of wind would tear it to tatters. 
TboQgh his garb was thus tattered he had a 
flianly commanding countenance. I asked per- 
mission to see the inside of his cabin, to which 
1 leoeived his most courteous assent On 
stooping to enter at the door I was stopp^I and 
fimnd that permission from another was neces- 
saiy before I could be admitted. A pig, which 
was ihstened to a stake driv<rn into the floor, 
vilh length of rope sufliciwil to permit him the 
dtfoyment of sun and afr, demanded some cour- 
icsfy which I showed him, and was suffered to 
OMer. The wife was engaged in boiling thread; 
■ad by her side, near the fire, a lovely infant 
was sleeping, without any covering, on a bare 
board. Whether the fire gave additional glow 
to die eonntenance of the babe, or that Nature 



impressed on its unconscious cheek ablush that 
the lot of man should be exposed to such pri« 
vations, I will not decide ; but if the cause be 
referable to the latter, it was in perfect unison 
with my own feelings. Two or three other 
children crowded round the mother: on their 
rosy countenances Health seemed established 
in spite of filth and ragged garments. The dress 
of the poor woman was barely sufficient to sa* 
tisfy decency. Her countenance bore the im* 
pression of a set melancholy, tinctured with an 
appearance of ill health. The hovel, which 
did not exceed twelve or fiAeen feet in length 
and ten in breadth, was half obscured by smoke 
—chimney or window I saw none; the door 
served the various purposes of an inlet to ligpht, 
and the outlet to smoke. The furniture consist- 
ed of two stools, an iron pot and a spinning- 
wheel — while a sack stufired with straw, and a 
single blanket laid on planks, served as a bed 
for the repose of the whole family. Need I 
attempt to describe my sensations 1 The state- 
ment alone cannot fail of conveying, to a mind 
like yours, an adequate idea of U^em — I could 
not long remain a witness to this acm^ of hu- 
man misery. As I leA the deplorable habita- 
tion, the mistress followed me to repeat her 
thanks for the trifle I had bestowed. This gaTe 
me an opportunity of observing her person 
more particularly. 8he was a tall figure, her 
countenance composed of interesting features* 
and with every appearance of having once been 
handsome. 

"Unwilling to quit the village without first 
satisfying myself whether what I had seen was 
a solitary instance, or a sample of its general 
stale ; or whether the extremity of poverty I had 
just beheld had arisen from peculiar improvi- 
dence and want of management in one wretch- 
ed family; I went into an adjoining habitation, 
where I found a poor old woman of eighty, 
whose miserable existence wa** painfully con- 
tinued by the maintenance of her granddaugh- 
ter. Their condition, if possible, was more de- 
plorable."— Ciiriw/i, I. 181. 183. 

This wretchedness, of which all strangers who 
visit Ireland are so sensible, proceeds certainly, 
in great measure, from their accidental use of a 
food so cheap, that it encourages population to an 
extraordinary degree, lowers the price of labour, 
and leaves the multitudes which it calls into 
existence almost de."«tiiuie of every thing but 
food. Many more live in consequence of the 
introduction of potatoes ; but all live in greater 
wretchedness. In the progress of population, 
the potato must, of course, become at last as dif- 
^cu'c to be procured as any other food ; and then 
}et the political economist calculate what the 
immensity and wretchedness of a people must 
be where the farther progress of population is 
checked by the difficulty of procunng potatoes. 
The consequence of the long mismanagement 
and oppression of Ireland, and of the singular 
circumstances in which it is placed, is, that it is 
a semi-barbarous country: — more shame to those 
who have thus ill treated a fine country, and a 
fine people; but it is part of the present case of 
Ireland. The barbarism of Ireland is evinced 
by the frequency and ferocity of duels, — the b^ 
reditary clannish feuds of the common people, 
—and the fights to which they give birih<— thA 
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IttrocioQS cnielties practised in the insnrrections 
pf the common people — and their proneness to 
insurrection. The lower Irish live in a state of 

freater wretchedness than any other people in 
lurope, inhabiting so fine a soil and climate. 
It is difficult, often impossible, to execute the 
processes of law. In cases where gentlemen 
are concerned, it is oAen not even attempted. 
The conduct of under-sheriffs is oAen very cor- 
jrupt* We are afraid the magistracy of Ireland 
is very inferior to that of this country; the spirit 
of jobbing and bribery is very widely diffused, 
and upon occasions when the utmost purity pre- 
vails m the sister kingdom. Military force is 
necessary all over the country, and ot^en for the 
most common and just operations of govern- 
ment. The behaviour of the higher to the lower 
orders is much less gentle and decent than in 
England. Blows from superiors to inferiors 
are more frequent.and the punishment for sach 
aggression more doubtful. The word gentleman 
seems, in Ireland, to put an end to most pro- 
cesses of law. Arrest a gentleman! !!!— take 
out a warrant against a gentleman — are modes 
pf operation not very common in the adminis- 
tration of Irish justice. If a man strikes the 
meanest peasant in England, he is either knock- 
ed down in his turn, or immediately taken before 
a magistrate. It is impossible to live in Ireland 
without perceiving the various points in which 
it is inferior in civilization. Want of unity in 
feeling and interest among the people, — irrita- 
bility, violence and revenge, — want of comfort 
and cleanliness in the lower orders,— habitual 
disobedience to the law, — want of confidence 
in magistrates,— corruption, venaliiy, the per- 
petual necessity of recurring to military furce, 
— all carry back the observer to that remote and 
early condition of mankind, which an English- 
man can learn only in the pages of the antiquary 
or the historian. We do not draw this picture 
for censure but for truth. We admire the Irish, 
— feel the most sincere pity for the state of Ire- 
land, and think the conduct of the English to 
that country to have been a system of atrocious 
cruelty and contemptible meanness. With such 
a climate, such a soil and such a people, the in- 
feriority of Ireland to the rest of Europe is di- 
rectly chargeable to the long wickedness of the 
English government. 

A direct consequence of the present uncivi- 
lized state of Ireland, is that very little English 
capital travels there. The man who deals in 
steam-engines and warps and woofs, is naturally 
alarmed by Peep-of-Day Boys, and nocturnal 
Carders ; his object is to buy and sell as quicklly 
and quietly as he can; and he will naturally 
bear high taxes and rivalry in England, or emi^ 
grate to any part of the Continent, or to America, 
rather than plunge into the tumult of Irish poli- 
tics and passions. There is nothing which Ire- 
land wants more than large manufacturing towns 
to take off its superfluous population. But in- 
ternal peace most come first, and then the arts 
of peace will follow. The foreign manufac- 
turer will hardly think of embarking his capital 
where he cannot be sure that his existence is 
«afe. Anothercheck to the manufacturing great- 
-—1 of Ireland, is the scarcity— not of coal— 
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but of good coal, cheaply raised; an article in 
which (in spite of papers in the Irish Transac- 
tions) they are lamentably inferior to the Eng- 
lish. 

Another consequence from some of the 
causes we have stated, is the extreme idleness 
of the Irish labourer. There is nothing of the 
value of which the Irish seem to have so little 
notion as that of time. They scratch, pick, dau- 
dle, stare, gape, and do any thing but strive and 
wrestle with the task before them. The most 
ludicrous of all human objects is an Irishman 
ploughing. — A gigantic figure— a seven f<x>i 
machine for turning potatoes into human na- 
ture, wrapt up in an immense great coat, and 
urging on two starved ponies, with dreadful im- 
precations, and uplifted shillala. The Irish crow 
discerns a coming perquisite, and is not inatten- 
tive to the proceedings of the steeds. The fur- 
row which is to be the depository of the future 
crop, is not unlike, either m depth or r^ularity, 
to those domestic furrows which the nails of the 
meek and much-injured wife plough, in some 
family quarrel, upon the cheeks of the deserv- 
edly punished husband. The weeds seem U> 
fall contentedly, knowing that they have ful- 
filled their destiny, and left behind them, for the 
resurrection of the ensuing spring, an abundant 
and healthy progeny. The whole is a scene of 
idleness, laziness and poverty, of which it is 
impossible, in this active and enterprising conn- 
try, to form the most distant conception; but 
strongly indicative of habits, whether second- 
ary or original, which will long present a pow- 
erful impediment to the improvement of Ireland. 

The Irish character contributes something to 
retard the improvements of that country. The 
Irishman has many good qualities : he is brave 
witty, generous, eloquent, hospitable and open 
hearted ; but he is vain, ostentations, extrava> 
gaiif, and fond of display — light in counsel- 
deficient in perseverance — without skill. in pri- 
vate or public economy — an enjoyer, not an 
acquirer— one who despises the slow and patient 
virtues — who wants the superstructure without 
the foundation — the result without the previous 
operation- the oak without the acorn and the 
three hundred years of expectation. The Irish 
are irascible, prone to debt and to fight, and 
very impatient of the restraints of law. Such 
a people are not likely to keep their eyes 
steadily upon the main chance, like the Scotch 
or the Dutch. England strove very hard, at 
one period, to compel the Scotch to pay a 
double church ; — but Sawney took his pen and 
ink; and finding what a sum it amounted to, 
became furious, and drew his sword.- God for^ 
bid the Irishman should do the same! the re- 
medy, now, would be worse than the disease; 
but if the oppressions of England had been 
more sioadily resisted a century ago, Ireland 
would not have been the scene of povrr^, 
misery and distr<>ss which it now is. 

The Catholic religion, among other caoseiy 
contributes to the backwardness and barbariaaa 
of Ireland. Its debasing superstition, childish 
ceremonies, and the profound Rubmission to (be 
priesthood which it teaches, all tend to darken 
men*s minds, to impede the progress of know- 
ledge and inquiry, and to prevent Ireland from 
becoming as free, as powerful, and as rich as 
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die sister kin^om. Thongh sincere friends to 
Catholic emancipation, we are no advocates for 
the Catholic religion. We should be very glad 
to see a general conversion to Protestantism 
among the Irish; but we do not think that vio- 
lence, privations and incapacities are the pro- 
per methods of making proselytes. 

Snch, then, is Ireland, at this period, — a land 
more barbarous than the rest of Europe, because 
it has been worse treated and more cruelly op- 
pres.<cd. Many of the incapacities and priva- 
tions to which the Catholics were exposed, have 
been removed by law; but, in such instances, 
they are still incapacitated and deprived by cus- 
tona. Many cruel and oppressive laws are still 
enforced against them. A ninth part of the 
popalation engrosses all the honours of the 
coontnr; the other nine pay a tenth of the pro- 
duct of the earth for the support of a religion in 
which they do not believe. There is little capi- 
tal in the country. The great and rich men 
are called by business, or allured by pleasure, 
into England ; their estates are given up to fac- 
tors, and the utmost farthing of rent extorted 
from the poor, who, if they give up the land, 
cannot get employment in manufactures, or 
regular employment in husbandry. The com- 
mon people use a sort of food so very cheap, 
that they can rear families, who cannot procure 
employment, and who have little more of the 
comforts of life than food. The Irish are light- 
minded — want of employment has made them 
idle — they are irritable and brave— have a keen 
remembrance of the past wrongs they have 
snl^red, and the present wrongs they are suf- 
fering from England. The consequence of all 
this is, eternal riot and insurrection, a whole 
army of soldiers in time of profound peace, and 
general rebellion whenever England is busy 
with other enemies, or off her guard! And 
thos it will be while the same causes continue 
to operate, for ages to come, — and worse and 
worse as the rapidly increasing poptilation of 
the Catholics becomes more and more nume- 
rous. 

The remedies are, time and justice ; and that 
justice consists in repealing all laws which 
make any distinction between the two religions; 
in placing over the government of Ireland, not 
the stupid, amiable, and insignificant noblemen 
who have too oAen been sent there, but men 
who feel deeply the wrongs of Ireland, and who 
have an ardent wish to heal them; who will 
take care that Catholics, when eligible, shall be 
elected;* who will share the patronage of Ire- 
land proportionally among the two parties, and 
give to just and liberal laws the same vigour of 
ezeention which has hitherto been reserved only 
for decrees of tyranny, and the enactments of 
oppression. The injustice and hardship of sup- 
porting two churches must be put out of sight, 
if it cannot or ought not to be cured. The po- 
lltieal economist, the moralist and the satirist, 
most combine to teach moderation and superin- 
tendence to the great Irish proprietors. Public 
talk and clamour may do something for the poor 
Irish, as it did for the slaves in the West Indies. 
Ireland will become more quiet under such 
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treatment, and then more rich, more comfortable; 
and more civilized ; and the horrid spectacle of 
folly and tyranny which it at present exhibits, 
may in lime be removed from the eyes of Europe. 

There are two eminent Irishmen now in the 
House of Commons, Lord Casllereagh and Mr. 
Canning, who will subscribe to the justness of 
every syllable we have said upon this subject; 
and who have it in their power, by making it 
the condition of their remaining in office, to 
liberate their native country and raise it to its 
just rank among the nations of the earth. Yet 
the court buys them over, year after year, by 
the pomp and perquisites of office, and year 
after year they come into the House of Com- 
mons, feeling deeply and describing powerfully, 
the injuries of five millions of their countrymen, 
—and continue members of a government that 
inflicts those evils, under the pitiful delusion 
that it is not a cabinet question, — as if the 
scratchings and quarrellings of kings and 
queens could alone cement politicians together 
in indissoluble unity, while the fate and fortune 
of one-third of the empire might be compliment- 
ed away from one mmister to another, without 
the smallest breach in their cabinet alliance. 
Politicians, at least honest politicians, should be 
very fle^iible and accommodating in little things, 
very rigid and inflexible in great things. And 
is this not a great thing? Who has painted it 
in finer and more commanding eloquence than 
Mr. Canning? Who has taken a more sensible 
and statesmanlike view of our miserable and 
cruel policy than l^ovd Castlereagh? Ton 
would think, to hear them, that the same planet 
could not contain them and the oppressors of 
their country, — perhaps not the same solar 
system. Yet for money, claret and patronage, 
they lend their countenance, assistance and 
friendship, to the ministers who are the stem 
and inflexible enemies to the emancipation of 
Ireland! 

Thank God that all is not profligacy and cor- 
ruption in the history of that devoted people—' 
and that the name of Irishman does not alwavs 
carry with it the idea of the oppressor or the 
oppressed — the plunderer or the plundered — the 
tyrant or the slave, (heat men hallow a whoie 
people and lift up all who live in their time. 
What Irishman does not feel proud that he has 
lived in the days of Grattaw? who has not 
turned to him for comfort, ft^m the false friends 
and open enemies of Ireland? who did not re- 
member him in the days of its burnings and 
wastings and munlers? No government ever 
dismayed hira^the world could not bribe him 
— he thought only of Ireland — lived for no other 
object— dedicated to her his beautiful fancy, bis 
elegant wit, his manly courage and all the 
splendour of his astonishing eloquence. He 
was so born and so gifted, that poetry, forensic 
skill, elegant literature and all the highest a(^ 
tainments of human genius, were within his 
reach; but he thought the noblest occupation of 
a man was to make other men happy and ftree; 
and in that straight line he went on: for ^ftr 
years, without one side-look, without one yields 
ing thought, without one motive in his heart 
which he might not have laid open to the view 
of God and man. He is gone ! — bat there is n4C 
a single day of his hout^iVv^^ o^'^\iL\0^t:7«ii ^^ 
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SPRING-GUNS.* 

[Edxitbubch RfYiEW, 1821.] 



Waxir Lord Dacre (then Mr. Brand) brought 
into the House of Commons his bill for the 
amendment of the game laws, a system of 
greater mercy and humanity was in vain re- 
commended to that popular branch of the legis- 
lature. The interests of humanity, and the inte- 
rests of the lord of the manor, were not, ho wearer, 
opposed to each other ; nor any attempt made 
to deny the superior importance of the last. No 
such bold or alarming topics were agitated ; but it 
was contended that, if laws were less ferocious, 
there would be more partridges — if the lower 
orders of mankind were not torn from their 
families and banished to Botany Bay, hares and 

{iheasants would be increased in number, or, at 
east, not diminished. It is not, however, till 
after long experience that mankind ever think 
of recurring to humane expedients for.efiecting 
their objects. The rulers who ride the people 
never think of coaxing and petting till they have 
worn out the lashes of their whips, and broken 
the rowels of their spurs. The legislators of 
the trigger replied, that two laws had lately 
passed which would .answer their purpose of 
preserving game : the one, an act for transport- 
ing men found with arms in their hands for the 
purposes of killing game in the night; the other, 
an act for rendering the buyers of the game 
equally guilty with the seller, and for involving 
both in the same penalty. Three seasons have 
elapsed since the last of these laws was passed ; 
anu we appeal to the experience of all the great 
towns in England, whether the difficulty of pro- 
curing game is in the slightest degree increased 1 
— whether hares, partridges and pheasants are 
not purchased with as much facility as before 
the passing this act? — whether the price of such 
unlawful commodities is even in the slightest 
degree increased? Let the Assize and Sessions* 
calendars bear witness, whether the law for 
transporting poachers has not bad the most 
direct tendency to encourage brutal assaults and 
ferocious murders. There is hardly now a jail- 
delivery in which some gamekeeper has not 
murdered a poacher — or some poacher a game- 
keeper. If the question concerned the payment 
of nve pounds, a poacher would hardly risk his 
life rather than be taken ; but when he is to go 
to Botany Bay for se.ven years, he summons 
together his brother poachers — they get brave 
firom rum, numbers and despair — and a bl6bdy 
battle ensues. 
Another methoil by which it is attempted to 
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defeat the depredations of the poacher, is by set- 
ting spring-guns to murder any person who 
comes within their reach; and it is to this last 
new feature in the supposed game laws, to which, 
on the present occasion, we intend principally 
to confine our notice. 

We utterly disclaim all hostility to the game 
laws in general. Game ought to belong to those 
who feed it. All the landowners in England 
are fairly entitled to all the game in England. 
These laws are constructed upon a basis of 
substantial justice; but there is a great deal of 
absurdity and tyranny mingled with them, and 
a perpetual and vehement desire on the part of 
the country gentlemen to push the provisions of 
these laws up to the highest point of tyrannical 
severity. 

"Is it lawful to put to death by a spring-gun, 
or any other machine, an unqualified person 
trespassing upon your woods or fields in pursuit 
of game, and who has received due notice of 
your intention, and of the risk to which he is 
exposed?'' This, we think, is stating the ques- 
tion as fairly as can be stated. We purposely 
exclude gardens, orchards and all contiguity to 
the dwelling-house. We exclude, also, all fe- 
lonious intention on the part of the deceased. 
The object of his expedition shall be proved to 
be game ; and the notice he received of his dan- 
ger shall be allowed to be as complete as pos- 
sible. It must also be part of the case, that the 
spring-gun was placed there for the express 
purpose of defending the game, by killing 6r 
wounding the poacher, or spreading terror, or 
doing any thing that a reasonable man ought to 
know would happen from such a proceeding. 

Suppose any gentleman were to give notice 
that all other persons must abstain from his 
manors ; that he himself and his servants pa- 
raded the woods and fields with loaded pistols 
and blunderbusses, and would shoot any body 
who fired at a partridge ; and suppose he were 
to keep his word, and shoot through the head 
some rash trespasser who defied this bravado. 
and was determined to have his sport: — ^Is there 
any doubt that he would be guilty of murder 1 
We suppose no resistance on the part of the 
trespasser ; but that, the moment he passes the 
line of demarcation with his dogs and gun, he 
is shot dead by the proprietor of the land from 
behind a tree. If this is not murder, what is 
murder ? We will make the case a little better 
for the homicide squire. It shall be night; the 
poacher, an unqualified person, steps over the 
line of demarcation with his nets and snares, 
and is instantly shot through the head by the 
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pistol of the proprietor. We have no doubt 
that this woald be marder-— that it ought to be 
considered as marder, and punished as murder. 
We think this so clear that it would be a waste 
of Ume to argae it There is no kind of resist- 
ance on the part of the deceased ; no attempt to 
ran away ; he is not even challenged : but in- 
stantly shot dead by the proprietor of the wood, 
for no other crime than the intention of killing 
game unlawfully. We do not suppose ibat any 
man, possessed of the elements of law and com- 
mon sense, wonld deny this to be a case of 
marder, let the previous notice to the deceased 
have been as perfect as it could be. It is true, 
a trespasser in a park may be killed ; but then 
it is when he will not render himself to the 
keepers, upon a hoe and cry to stand to the 
king's peace. - But deer are property, game is 
not; and this power of slaying deer-stealers is 
by the Slst Edward I., de Malefactnribus in Parcist 
and by 3d and 4th William & Mary, c. 10. So 
rioters may be killed, house-burners, ravishers, 
felons refusing to be arrested, felons escaping, 
felons breaking jail, men resisting a civil pro- 
cess — may all l>e put to death. All these cases 
of jostifiable homicide are laid down and ad- 
mitted in oor books. But who ever heard that 
to pistol a poacher was justifiable homicide ! It 
has long l>eeQ decided that it is unlawful to kill 
a dog who is pursuing game in a manor. ** To 
decide the contrary," says Lord Elicnborough, 
•would outrage reason and sense." (Vere r. 
Lord Cawdor and King, 11 East, 368.) Pointers 
have always been treated by the legislature 
with great delicacy and consideration. To 
" wish to be a dog and to bay the moon" is not 
quite so mad a wish as the poet thought it 

If these things are so, what is the difl*erence 
between the act of firing yourself, and placing 
an engine which does the same thing? In the 
one case your hand pulls the trigger; in the 
other, it places the wire which communicates 
with the trigger, and causes the death of the 
trespasser. There is the same intention of slay- 
iaif in both cases — there is precisely the same 
hnman agency in both cases ; only the steps are 
rather more namerous in the latter case. As to 
the bod effects of allowing proprietors of game 
to pat trespassers to death at once, or to set 
gnns that will do it, we can have no hesitation 
in saying, that the first method, of giving the 
power of life and death to esquires, would be 
by far the most humane. For, as wc have ob- 
served in a previous Essay on the Game Laws, 
a !ive armigeral spring-gun would distinguish 
an accidental trespasser from a real poacher — 
a woman br a boy from a man— -perhaps might 
apare a friend or an acquaintance— or a father 
of a fiimily with ten children— or a small free- 
holder who voted for administration. But this 
new niral artillery must destroy, without mercy 
and selection, every one who approaches it 

In the case of Hot veraut Wilks, Esq., the four 
indgea. Abbot, Bailey, Holroyd and Best, gave 
their opinions aer»a/im on points connected with 
this question. In this case, as reported in Chct- 
%ynd's edition of Burn's Justice, 1820, vot ii. 
p* 600, Abbot, C. J. observes as follows : — 

"1 cannot sa^that repeated and increasing 
acts oi aggression may not reasonably call for 
iticreased means of defence and protection. I 



j believe that many of the persons who cause en- 
gines of this description to be placed in their 
grounds, do not do so with an intention to injure 
any person, but really believe that the publicji- 
tion of notices will prevent any person from 
sustaining an injury: and that no person having 
the notice given him, will be weak and foolish 
enough to expose himself to the perilous conse- 
quences of his trespass. Many persons who 
place such engines in their grounds, do so for 
the purpose of preventing, by means of terror, 
injury to their properly, rather than from any 
motive of doing malicious injury." 

" Increased means of defence and protection," 
but increased (his lordship should remember) 
from the payment of five pounds to instant death 
-^and instant death inflicted, not by the arm of 
law, but bv the arm of the proprietor; — could 
the Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench in- 
tend to say, that the impossibility of putting an 
end to poaching by other means would justify 
the infliction of death upon the oflTender? Is he 
so ignorant of the philosophy of punishing, as 
to imagine he has nothing to do but to give ten 
stripes instead of two, an hundred instead of 
ten, and a thousand, if an hundred will not do! 
to substitute the prison for pecuniar}' fines, and 
the gallows instead of the jail ? It is impossible 
so enlightened a judge can forget, that the sym-'' 
pathies of mankind must be consulted; that it 
would be wrong to break a person upon the 
wheel for stealing a penny loaf, and that grada- 
tions in punishments must be carefully accom- 
modated to gradations in crime; that if poaching 
is punished more than mankind in general think 
it ought to be punished, the fault will either es- 
cape with impunity, or the delinquent be driven 
to desperation ; that if poaching and murder are 
punished equally, every poacher will be an as- 
sassin. Besides, too, if the principle is right in 
the unlimited and unqualified manner in which 
the chief justice puts it — if defence goes on in- 
creasing with aggression, the legislature at least 
must determine upon their equal pace. If an 
act of Parliament made it a capital ofl'ence to 
poach upon a manor, as it is ^ commit a bur- 
glary in a dwelling-house, it might then be as 
lawful to shoot a person for trespassing upon 
your manor as it is to kill a thief for breaking 
into your house. But the real question is — and 
so in sound reasoning his lordship should have 
put it— "If the law at this moment determines 
the aggression to be in such a state that it merits 
only a pecuniary fine aAer summons and proof, 
has any sporadic squire the right to say, that it 
shall be punished with death, before any sum- 
mons and without any proof!" 

It appears to us, too, very singular to say 
that many persons who cause engines of this 
description to be placed in their ground, do not 
do so with an intention of injuring any person, 
but really believe that the publication of notices 
will prevent any person from sustaining an 
injury, and that no person, having the notice 
given him, will be weak-and foolish enough to 
expose himself to the perilous consequences of 
his trespass. But if this is the real belief of 
the engineer — if he thinks the mere notice will 
keep people away — then he must think it a 
mere motility that the guns should be placed 
at all; if he thinks that many will be deterred, 
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and a few come, then he must mean to shoot 
those few. He who believes his gun will never 
be called upon to do its duty, need set no gun, 
and trust to rumour of their being set, or being 
loaded for his protection. Against the gun 
and the powder we have no complaint; they 
are perfectly fair and admissible : our quarrel 
is with the bullets. He who sets a hadid gun, 
means that it should go off if it is touched. 
But what signifies the mere empty wish that 
there may be no mischief, when I perform an 
action which my common sense tells me may 
produce the worst mischiefl If I hear a great 
noise in the street, and fire a bullet to keep 
people quiet, I may not, perhaps, have intended 
to kill ; I may have wished to have produced 
quiet by mere terror, and I may have expressed 
a strong hope that my object has been effected 
without the destruction of human life. Still I 
have done that which every man of sound in- 
tellect knows is likely to kill ; and if any one 
falls from my act, I am guilty of murder. — 
"Further," (says Lord Coke,) ♦^if there be an 
evil intent, though that intent extendeth not to 
death, it is murder. Thus, if a man, knowing 
that many people are in the street, throw a 
stone over tne wall, intending only to frighten 
them, or to give them a little hurt, and there- 
upon one is killed — this is murder — for he had 
an ill intent; though that intent extended not to 
death, and though he knew not the party slain." 
(3 Intt, 57.) If a man is not mad, he must be 

E resumed to foresee common consequences if 
e puts a bullet into a spring gun — he may be 
supposed to foresee that it will kill any poacher 
who touches the wire — and to that consequence 
he must stand. We do not suppose all pre- 
servers of game to be so bloodily inclined that 
they would prefer the death of a poacher to 
his staying away. Their object is to preserve 
game ; they have no objection to preserve the 
lives of their fellow-creatures, also, if both can 
exist at the same time ; if not, the least worthy 
of God's creatures must fall — the rustic without 
a soul — not the Christian partridge — not the 
immortal pheasant — not the rational woodcock, 
or the accountabfe hare. 

The chief justice quotes the instance of 
glass and spikes fixed upon walls. He cannot 
mean to infer from this, because the law con^ 
nives at the infliction of such small punish- 
ments for the protection of property, that it 
does allow, or ought to allow, proprietors to 
proceed to the punishment of death. Small 
means of annoying trespassers may be con- 
sistently admitted by the law, though more 
severe ones are forbidden, and ought to be for- 
bidden; unless it follows, that what is good in 
any degree, is good in the highest degree. You 
may correct a servant boy with a switch; but 
if you bruise him sorely, you are to be indicted 
—if you kill him, you are hanged. A black- 
smith corrected his servant with a bar of iron ; 
the boy died, and the blacksmith was executed. 
(Grey^s Case, Ktl 64, 65.) A woman kicked 
and stamped on the belly of her child— she 
was found guilty of murder. (1 East, P. C. 
261. J Si immoderate tuo Jure utaiur^ tunc reus 
homtddii ait. There is, besides, this additional 
riifference in the two cases put by the chief 
justice, that no publication of notices can be so 



plain, in the case of the guns, as the sight of 
the glass or the spikes ; for a trespasser may 
not believe in the notice which he receives, or 
he may think he shall see a gun, and so avoid 
it, or that he may have the good luck to avoid 
it, if he does not see it ; whereas, of the pre* 
sence of the glass or the spikes he can have no 
doubt; and he has no hope of placing his hand 
in any spot where they are not In the one 
case, he cuts his fingers upon full and perfect 
notice, the notice of his own senses ; in the 
other case, he loses his life after a notice which 
he may disbelieve, and by an engine which he 
may hope to escape. 

Mr. Justice Bailey observes, in the same case* 
that it is not an indictable offence to set spring- 
guns: perhaps not. It is not an indictable offence 
to go about with a loaded pistol, intending to shoot 
any body who grins at you; but if you do it, you 
are hanged ; many inchoate acts are innocent, 
the consummation of which is a capital o£Fence. 

This is not a case where the motto applies 
of Volenti non fit injuria. The man does dot 
will to be hurt, but he wills to get the game; 
and, with that rash confidence natural to many 
characters, believes he shall avoid the evil and 
gain the good. On the contranr, it is a case 
which exactly arranges itself under the maxim, 
Quando aiiquid prohibetur ex direeto, prokabetur 
etper obliquum. Give what notice he may, the 
proprietor cannot lawfully shoot a trespasser 
(who neither runs nor resists) with a loaded 
pistol; — he cannot do it ex direeto,' — ^how then 
can he do it j9er obliquum, by arranging on the 
ground the pistol which commits the murder 7 

Mr. Justice Best delivers the following opin- 
ion. His lordship concluded as follows : — 

*< This case has been discussed at the bar, as 
if these engines were exclusively resorted to 
for the protection of game ; but I considertbem 
as lawfully applicable to the protection of every 
species of property against unlawful trespass- 
ers. But if even they might not lawfiilly be 
used for the protection of game, I, for one^ 
should be extremely glad to aidopt such meafis, 
if they were found sufficient for that purpose; 
because I think it a great object that gentlemen 
should have a temptation to reside in the coniH 
try, amongst their neighbours and tenantry, 
whose interests must be materially advanced ij 
such a circumstance. The links of society are 
thereby better preserved, and the mutual adTan- 
tage and dependence of the higher and lower 
classes of society, existing between each other, 
more beneficially maintained. We have seen, 
in a neighbouring country, the baneful conse> 
quences of the non-residence of the land^ 
gentry; and in an ingenious work, lately nab- 
lisbed by a foreigner, we learn the fatal effects 
of a like system on the Continent By preserve 
ing game, gentlemen arc tempted to reside in 
the country; and, considering that the diversion 
of the field is the only one of which they can 
partake on the estates, I am of opinion that, for 
the purpose I have stated, it is of essential im- 
portance that this species of property should 
be inviolably protected." 

If this speech of Mr. Justice Best is correctly 
reported, it follows, that a man may put his fel- 
low-creatures to death for any infringement of 
his property— for picking the sloes and blaclo 
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benies off his hedges — for breaking a few dead 
sticks out of them by night or by day — with re* 
sisitance or without resistance — with warning or 
wiiboat warning; — a strange method this of 
keeping ap the links of society, and maintain* 
iDg the dependence of the Ipwer upon the higher 
elasses. It certainly is of importance that gen- 
tlemen slv>uld reside on their estates in the 
eonatry ; but not that gentlemen with such opin- 
ions as these should reside. The more they are 
absent from the country, the less strain will 
there be upon those links to which the learned 
jndfe alludes — the more firm that dependence 
upon which he places so just a value. In the 
case of Dean versus Clayton, Bart^ the Court of 
Common Pleas were equally divided upon the 
lawfulness of killing a dog coursing an hare by 
means of a concealed dog-spear. We confess 
that we cannot see the least diflference between 
transfixing with a spear, or placing a spear so 
that it will transfix ; and, therefore, if Vere t*fr. 
Mif Lord Cawdor and King is good law, the ac- 
tion could have been maintained in Dean versus 
Clayton; but the solemn consideration concern- 
ing the life of the pointer is highly creditable to 
all the judges. They none of them say that it 
is lawful to put a trespassing pointer to death 
under any circumstances, or that they them- 
selves would be glad to do it ; they all seem 
duly impressed with the recollection that they 
are deciding the fate of an animal faithfully 
ministerial to the pleasures of the upper classes 
of society; there is an awful desire to do their 
doty, and a dread of any rash and intemperate 
decision. Seriousjy speaking, we can hardlv 
believe this report of Mr. Justice Best's speech 
to be correct; yet we take it from a book which 
guides the practice of nine-tenths of all the 
magistrates m England. Does a judge, — a cool, 
calm man, in whose hands are the issues of life 
. and death— from whom so many miserable, 
trembling human beings await their destiny — 
does be tell us, and tell us in a court of justice, 
that be places such little value on the life of 
maoy that be himself would plot the destruction 
of bis fellow-creatures for the preservation of 
t few bves and partridges ? ^ Nothing which 
fidls from me" (says Mr. Justice Bailey) ** shall 
have a tendency to encourage the practice.'* — 
''I consider them" (says Mr. Justice Best) '* as 
lawfully applicable to the protection of every 
species of property ; but even if they might not 
lawfully be used for the protection of game, / 
for one should be extremely glad io adopt tlitm, 
if tbey were found sufficient for that purpose." 
Can any man doubt to which of these two ma- 
gistrates he would rather entrust a decision on 
bis life, bis liberty and his possessions ? We 
sbould be very sorry to misrepresent Mr. Jus- 
tice Best, and will give to his disavowal of 
SQcb sentiments, if he ddcs disavow them, all 
the publicity in our power; but we have cited 
his very words conscientiously and correctly, 
u they are given in the Law Report. We have 
no doubt be meant to do his duty; we blame 
«iot bis motives, but his feelings and his reason- 
iog. 

Let it he observed that, in the whole of this 

case, we have put every circumstance in favour 

of the murder. We have supposed it to be in 

^e night time ; but a man may be shot in the 

CO 



day^ by a spring-gun. We have supposed the 
deceased to be a poacher; but he may be a vtry 
innocent man, who has missed his way — an 
unfortunate botanist, or a lover. We have sup- 
posed notice; but it is a very possible event 
that the dead man may have been utterly igno- 
rant of the notice. This instrument, so highly 
approved of by Mr. Justice Best — this knitter 
together of the different onlers of society — is 
levelled promiscuously against the guilty or the 
innocent, the ignorant and the informed. No 
man who sets such an infernal machine, believes 
that it can reason or discriminate ; it is made to 
murder all alike, and it does murder all alike. 

Blackstone says, that the law of England, 
like that of every other well-regulated commu- 
nity, is tender of the public peace, and careful 
of the lives of the subjects; "that it will not 
suffer with impunity any crime to be prevented 
by death, unless the same, if committed, would 
also be punished by deathJ* (Commentaries, vol. 
iv. 182.) "The law sets so high a value upon 
the life of a man, that it always intends some 
misbehaviour in the person who takes it away, 
unless by the command, or express permission 
of the law." — ^"And as to the necessity which 
excuses a man who kills another se de/endendOf 
Lord Bacon calls even that necessitas cu/pabiU^" 
(^Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 187.) So far this 
luminary of the law. — But the very amusements 
of the rich are, in the estimation of Mr. Justice 
Best, of so great importance, that the poor are 
to be exposed to sudden death who interfere 
with them. There are other persons of the 
same opinion with this magistrate respecting 
the pleasures of the rich. In ihe last session 
of Parliament a bill was passed, entitled " An 
act for the summary punishment, in certain 
cases, of persons wilfully or maliciously damag* 
ing, or committing trespasses on public or pri* 
vate property/' Anno primo — (a bad specimen 
of what is to happen) — Georgii IV, Regis, cap. 
66. In this act it is provided, that " if any per- 
son shall wilfully, or maliciously, commit any 
damage, injury, or spoil, upon any building, 
fence, hedge, gate, stile, guide-post, milestone, 
tree, wood, underwood, orchard, garden, nursery- 
ground, crops, vegetables, plants, land, or other 
matter or thing growing or being therein, or to' 
or upon real or personal property of any naturv 
or kind soever, he may be immediately seized 
by any body, without a warrant, taken before a 
magistrate, and fined (according to the mischief 
he has done) to the extent of 6/.; or, in default 
of payment, may be committed to the jail for 
three months." And at the end comes a clause, 
exempting from the operation of this act ali 
mischief done in hunting, and by shooters who 
are qualified This is surely the most impudent 
piece of legislation that ever crept into the sUi 
tute-book ; and, coupled with Mr. Justice Best's 
declaration, constitutes the following affectionate 
relation between the different orders of society. 
Says the higher link to the lower, "If you meddle 
with my game, I will immediately murder you; 
— if you commit the slightest injury upon my 
real or personal property,! will take you before 
a magistrate, and fine you five pounds. I am in 



* Large domagos have been pivcii for wounds inflicted 
by »pring-gun» set in a garden u\ the rtay-time,\vU<:'CftvV\^ 
parti* wounded had no tioi;c« 
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Parliament, and you are not ; and I have just 
brought in an act of Parliament for that purpose. 
But so important is it to you that my pleasures 
should not be interrupted, that I have exempted 
myself and friends from the operation of this 
act; and we claim the right (without allowing 
yuu any such summary remedy) of riding over 
your fences, hedges, gates, stiles, guide-posts, 
milestones, woods, underwoods, orchards, gar- 
dens, nursery-grounds, crops, vegetables, plants, 
lands or other matters or things growing or 
being thereupon — including your children and 
yourselves, if you do not get out of the way." 
Is there, upon earth, such a mockery of justice 
as an act of Parliament, pretending to protect 
property, sending a poor hedge-breaker to jail, 
and specially exempting from its operation the 
accusing and the judging squire, who, at the 
tail of the hounds, have that morning, perhaps, 
ruined as much wheat and seeds as would pur- 
chase fuel a whole year for a whole village? 

It cannot be urged, in extenuation of such a 
murder as we have described, that the artificer 
of death had no particular malice against the 
deceased; that his object was general, and his 
indignation leveled against offenders in the 
aggregate. Every body knows that there is a 
malice by implication of law. 

**In general, any formal design of doing mis- 
chief may be called malice; and therefore, not 
such killing only as proceeds from premeditated 
hatred and revenge against the person killed, 
but also, in many other cases, such as is ac- 
companied with those circumstances that show 
the heart to be perversely wicked, is adjudged 
to be of malice prepense." — 2 Haw, c. 81. 

** For where the law makes use of the term, 
malice aforethought, as descriptive of the crime 
of murder, it is not to be understood in that 
narrow restrained sense in which the modem 
use of the word malice is apt to lead tne, a prin- 
ciple of malevolence to particulars; for the law, 
by the term malice, malitla, in this instance, 
meaneth, that the fact hath been attended with 
5nch circumstances as are the ordinary symp- 
toms of a wicked heart, regardless of social 
duty, and fatally bent upon mischief." — Fost, 
266. 267. 

Ferocity is the natural weapon of the com- 
mon people. If gentlemen of education and 
property contend with them at this sort of war- 
fare, they will probably be defeated in the end. 
If spring-guns are generally set — if the common 
people are murdered by them, and the legisla- 
ture does not interfere, the posts of gamekeeper 
and lord of the manor will soon be posts of 
honour and danger. The greatest curse under 
heaven (witness Ireland) is a peasantry demo- 
ralized by the barbarity and injustice of their 
rulers. 

It is expected by some persons, that the se- 
vere operation of these engines will put an end 
to the trade of a poacher. This has always 
been predicated of every fresh operation of se- 
verity, that it was to put an end to poaching. 
Bat if this argument is good for one thing, it is 
food for another. Let the first pickpocket who 
1^ taken be hung alive by the ribs, and let him 



be a fortnight in wasting to death. Let us seize 
a little grammar boy, who is robbing orchards, 
tie his arms and legs, throw over him a delicate 
puff paste, and bake him in a bun-pan in an 
oven. If poaching can be extirpated by inten- 
sity of punishment, why not all other crimes? 
If racks and gibbets and tenter-hooks are the 
best method of bringing back the golden age, 
why do we refrain from so easy a receipt for 
abolishing every species of wickedness 7 The 
best way of answering a bad argument is not 
to stop it, but to let it go on in its coarse till it 
leaps over the boundaries of common sense. 
There is a little book called Beeeana on Crimet 
and Punishments, which we strongly recom- 
mend to the attention of Mr. Justice Best. He 
who has not read it, is neither fit to make laws» 
nor to administer them when made. 

As to the idea of abolishing poaching altoge- 
ther, we will believe that poaching is abolished 
when it is found impossible to buy game; or 
when they have risen so greatly in price, that 
none but people of fortune can buy them. But 
we are convinced this never can, and never 
will happen. All the traps and guns in the 
world will never prevent the wealth of the mer- 
chant and manufacturer from commanding the 
game of the landed gentleman. You may, in 
the pursuit of this visionary purpose, render 
the common people savage, ferocious and vin- 
dictive ; you may disgrace your laws by enor- 
mous punishments, and the national character 
by these new secret assassinations; bat 3roa 
will never separate the wealthy glutton from 
his pheasant The best way is, to take what 
you want, and sell the rest fairly and openly. 
This is the real spring-gun and steel trap which 
will annihilate, not the unlawful trader, bat the 
unlawful trade. 

There* is a sort of horror in thinking of a 
whole land filled with lurking engines of death 
— machinations against human life under every 
green tree— traps and guns in every dasky dell 
and bosky bourn — ttieyeras nalura, the lords of 
manors eyeing their peasantry as so many baits 
and marks, and panting to hear the click of the 
trap, and to see the flash of the gun. How any 
human being, educated in liberal knowledge 
and Christian feeling, cai^ doom to certain de- 
struction a poor wretch tempted by the sight 
of animals that naturally ^pear to him to be- 
long to one person as well as another, we are 
at a loss to conceive. We cannot imagine how 
he could live in the same village, and see the 
widow and orphans of the man whose blood be 
had shed for such a trifle. We consider a per- 
son who could do this, to be deficient in the veiy 
elements of morals — to want that sacred regard 
to human life which is one of the comer stones 
of civil society. If he sacrifices the life of man 
for his mere pleasures, he would do so, if be 
dared, for the lowest and least of his passions. 
He may be defended, perhaps, by the abomi- 
nable injustice of the game laws — thongb we 
think and hope he is not. But there rests upon 
his head, and there is marked in his aceonnt, 
the deep and indelible sin of hlood-guiUinesB. 
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PRISONS.* 

[Edxitbuboh Retiew, 1821.] 



Tbs»s are, in every county in England, large 
public schools, maintained at the expense of 
the county, for the encouragement of profligacy. 
and rice, and for providing a proper succession 
of house-breakers, profligates and thieves. They 
are schools, too, conducted without the smallest 
degree of partiality or favour; there being no 
man (however mean his birth, or obscure his 
ntoatioD,) who may not easily procure admis- 
skm to them. The moment any young person 
erinces the slightest propensity for these pur- 
suits, he is provided with food, clothing and 
lodging, and put to his studies under the most 
aeeomplished thieves and cut-throats the county 
eao supply. There is not, to be sure, a formal 
arrangement of lectures, after the manner of our 
imiversities; but the petty larcenous stripling, 
being left destitute of every species of employ- 
ment and locked up with accomplished villains 
as idle as himself, listens to their pleasant nar- 
imtiTe of successful crimes, and pants for the 
boor of freedom, that he may begin the same 
bold and interesting career. 

This is a perfectly true picture of the prison 
establishments of many counties in England, 
and was so, till very lately, of almost all; and 
die eflfects so completely answered the design, 
that, in the year 1818, there were committed to 
the jails of the United Kingdom more than one 
bondred and seven thousand persons !f a num- 
ber siipposed to be greater than that of ail the 
eommitments in the other kingdoms of Europe 
pot together. 

The bodily treatment of prisoners has been 
matly improved since the time of Howard. 
Theiv is still, however, much to do; and the 
•tientioD of good and humane people has been 
laidy called to their state of moral discipline. 

It is inconceivable to what a spirit of party 
dus has given birth;— all the fat and sleek peo- 
ple^ — the enjoyers,— the mumpsimus, and " well 
as W6 are" people, are perfectly outrageous at 
bring compelled to do their duty, and to sacri- 
flec time and money to the lower orders of man- 
kind. Their first resource was, to deny all the 
fiwts which were brought forward for the pur- 
poses of amendment; and the alderman's sar- 
etsm of the Turkey carpet in jails was bandied 
from one hard-hearted and fat-witted gentleman 

**!• 21h0Msll> on th« Criminal Prisonxoflhis Countrif.oe- 
Mtf ^ IM Bin now in the House of Commons, for Con- 



r mnd amending tht Laws relaiins to Prisons; tcith 

mrkton the Praeticf of looking to the Thsk-Master of 

dtAtefifoAcr than to th* Chaplain for the Reformation of 
Qflmden; umd t^f purchasing the Uork of Viose whom tht 
Qm km wndmmed to Hard Labour as a Punishment^ by 
ftltw i ng ikon to spend a Portion of their Eamines during 
ttcir ImprisonmtnL By George Holford, Esq. IVf. P. Riv- 

Tn. IJ^ai. 
Gttmey on Prisons. Consinblc and Co. 1819. 
3. Report tf Society for bettering (pe Condition of Prisons. 
Beotley. Ibi30. 
t Report of Priwii Society, xiv. 



to another : but the advocates of prison improve- 
ment are men in earnest— not playing at reli- 
gion, but of deep feeling, and of indefatigable 
industry in charitable pursuits. Mr. Buxton 
went in company with men of the most irre- 
proachable veracity ; and found, in the heart of 
the metropolis, and in a prison of which the 
veiy Turkey carpet alderman was an official 
visitor, scenes of horror, filth and cruelty, which 
would have disgraced even the interior of a 
slave-ship. 

This dislike of innovation proceeds sometimes 
from the disgust excited by false humanity, cant* 
ing hypocrisy, and silly enthusiasm. It pro- 
ceeds, also, from a stupid and indiscriminate 
horror of change, whether of evil for. good, or 
good for evil. There is also much party spirit 
in these matters. A good deal of these humane 
projects and institutions originates from Dis- 
senters. The plunderers of the public, the job- 
bers, and those who sell themselves to .some 
great man, who sells himself to a greater, all 
scent from afar the danger of political change — 
are sensible that the correction of one abuse may 
lead to that of another — feel uneasy at any visi- 
ble operation of public spirit and justice — hate 
and tremble at a man who exposes and rectifies 
abuses from a sense of duty — and think, if such 
things are suffered to be, that their candle-ends 
and cheese-parings are no longer safe : and these 
sagacious persons, it must be said forihem, are 
not very wrong in this feeling. Providence, 
which has denied to them all that is great and 
good, has given them a fine tact for the pre- 
servation of their plunder: their real enemy is 
the spirit of inquiry — the dislike of wrong — the 
love of right— and the courage and diligence 
which are the concomitants of these virtues. 
When once this spirit is up, it may be as well 
directed to one abuse as another. To say you 
must not torture a prisoner with bad air and 
bad food, and to say you must not tax me with 
out my consent or that of my representative, are 
both emanations of the same principle, occur 
ring to the same sort of understanding, congenial 
to the. same disposition, published, protected 
and enforced by the same qualities. This it is 
that really excites the horror againal Mrs. Fry, 
Mr. Gurney, Mr. Bennet, and Mr. Buxton. 
Alarmists such as we have described have no 
particular wish that prisons should be dirty, 
jailers cruel, or prisoners wretched; they care 
little about such matters either way ; but all their 
malice and meanness are called up into jaction 
when they see secrets brought to light, and 
abuses giving way before the diffusion of intel 
ligence, and the aroused feelings of justice and 
compassion. As for us, we have neither love 
of change, nor fear of it; but a love of what is 
jusrand wise, as far as we arc able to find it 
out. In this spirit we shall offer a. fe^ ^V^^xn^*, 
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lions upon prisons, and upon the publications 
before us. 

The new law should keep up the distinction 
between jails and houses of correction. One 
of each should exist in every country, either at 
a distance from each other, or in such a state 
of juxtaposition that they might be under the 
same governor. To the jail should be committed 
all persons accused of capital offences, whose 
trials would come on at the assizes ; to the house 
of correction, all offenders whose cases would 
be cognizable at the Quarter Sessions. Sen- 
tence of imprisonment in the house of cor- 
rection, aAer trial, should carry with it hard 
labour; sentence of imprisonment in the jail, 
after trial, should ^^^Y ^^ exemption from 
compulsory labour. There should be no com- 
pulsory labour in jails— only in houses of cor- 
rection. In using the terms Jail and House of 
Correction, we shall always attend to these dis- 
tinctions. Prisoners for trial should not only 
not be compelled to labour, but they should have 
every indulgence shown to them compatible 
with safety. No chains — much better diet than 
they commonly have — all possible access to 
their friends and relations — and means of earn- 
ing money if they choose it The broad and 
obvious distinction between prisoners before 
and aAer trial should constantly be attended tu; 
to violate it is gross tyranny and cruelty. 

The jails for men and women should be so 
far separated, that nothing could be seen or 
heard from one to the other. The men should 
be divided into two classes: !«/, those who are 
not yet tried ; 2</, those who are tried and con- 
victed. The first class should be divided into 
those who are accused as misdemeanants and 
as felons; and each of these into first misde- 
meanants and second misdemeanants, men of 
better and worse character; and the same with 
felons. The second class should be divided 
into, U/, persons condemned to death; 2€?/y, per- 
sons condemned for transportation ; 3df/y, first 
class of confined, or men of the best character 
under sentence of confinement; 4M/y, second 
confined, or men of worse character under sen- 
tence of confinement To these are to be added 
separate places for king's evidence, boys, luna- 
tics, and places for the first reception of prison- 
ers, before they can be examined and classed: 
— a chapel, hospital, yards and workshops for 
such as are willing to work. 

The classifications in jails will then be as 
follows : — 

Men before Trial, Men after Trial, 

Ut Misdemeanants. Sentenced to death. 

2</ Ditto.^ Ditto transportation. 

Xtt Felons. !«/ Confined. 

2(/ Ditto. Zd Confined. 

Other DimnonB in a Jail. 
King's Evidence. 
Criminal Lunatics. 
Boys. 

Prisoners on their first reception. 
And the same divisions for Women. 

But there is a division still more important 
than any of these ; and that is, a division into 
much smaller numbers than are gathered to- 
gether in prisons : — 40, 60 and even 70 and 80 
i^/oDs, are often placed together in one yard and 



live together for months previous to their triaL 
Any classification of offences, while there is 
such a multitude living together of one class, is 
perfectly nugatory and ridiculous ; no character 
can escape from corruption and extreme vice 
in such a school. The law ought to be peremp- 
tory against the confinement of more than fifteen 
persons together of the same class. Unless 
some measure of this kind is resorted to, all re- 
formation in prisons is impossible.* 

A very great, and a very neglected object in 
prisons, is diet There should be, in every jail 
and house of correction, four sorts of diet; — lUf 
Bread and water; 2<j/y, Common prison diet, to 
be settled by the magistrates ; 3d/y, Best prison 
diet, to be settled by ditto; 4/A/^, I^ree diet, from 
which spirituous liquors altogether and fer> 
mented liquors in excess, are excluded. All 
prisoners, before trial,* should be allowed best 
prison diet and be upon free diet if they could 
afford it Every sentence for imprisonment 
should expressly mention to which diet the pri- 
soner is confined; and no other diet should be, 
on any account, allowed to such prisoner after 
his sentence. Nothing can be so preposterous 
and criminally careless as the way in which pier- 
sons confined upon sentence are suffered to live 
in prison. Misdemeanants, who have money 
in their pockets, may be seen in many of our 
prisons with fish, buttered veal, rump steaks 
and every other kind of luxury; and as the 
practice prevails of allowing them to purchase 
a pint of ale each, the rich prisoner purchases 
many pints of ale in the name of his poorer 
brethren and drinks them himself. A jail should 
be a place of punishment, from which men re- 
coil with horror — a place of real suffering, pain- 
ful to the memory, terrible to the imag^'nation ; 
but if men can live idly, and live Inxoriously, 
in a clean, well-aired, well-warmed, spacious 
habitation, is it any wonder that they set the 
law at defiance, and brave that magistrate who 
restores them to their former luxury and ease? 
There are a set of men well known to Jailers, 
called Famihtmen^ who are constantly retomin|f 
to jail, and who may be said to spend the greater 
part of their life there,— up to the time whea 
they are hanged. 

Minuiei of Evidence taken befmrt Seied Com' 
mittee on Gaott 



"Mr. WiLLiAife Bebbt, Keeper of the 
Clerkenwell Prison, — Have you many prisoners 
that return to you on re-commitment? A vast 
number; some of them are frequently diS* 
charged in the morning and I have them back 
again in the evening; or they have been di»r 
charged in the evening, and I have had them 
back in the morning." — Evidence btfore the Comi^ 
mittee of the House of Commons in 1810, p. S78L 

" Francis Coskt, Esq., Chairman of the JIM 
diesex Quarter-sessions, — Has that opinion beeil 
confirmed by any conduct you have observed 
in prisoners that have come before 3roa for 
trial ? I only judge from the opposite thing, thil; 
going into a place where they can be idle, and 
well protected from any inconveniences of the 
weather and other things that poveny is open 



* We ahoold moch prefer ■olitary impriaonmcm; bm 
are at present speakinff of the regulations in jails wb«i« 
that syctero is excluded. 
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lo, iKey are not amended at all; they laugh at it 
IVvqaently, and desire to go to the house of cor- 
rpction. Once or twice, in the early part of the 
winter, upon sending a prisoner for two months, 
he has asked whether he could not stay longer, 
or words to that effect. It is an insulting way 
of sayinjif they like ix "^Evidence before the Com' 
miiiee of the House of Commons m 1819, p. 285. 

Tba fact is, that a thief is a very dainty gen- 
tleman. Male porta cito dildbuntur. He does 
not rob to lead a life of mortification and self- 
denial. The difficulty of controlling his appe- 
liies, in all probability, first led him to expenses, 
which made him a thief to support them. Hav- 
ing lost character and become desperate, he 
oniers crab and lobster and veal cutlets at a 
public house, while a poor labourer is refresh- 
ing himself with bread and cheese. The most 
vulnerable part of a thief is his belly; and there 
is nothing be feels more bitterly in confinement 
than a long course of water-gruel and flour- 
puddings. It is a mere mockery of punishment 
to say, that such a man shall spend his money in 
Inxarious viands, and sit down to dinner with 
fetters on his feet, and fried pork in his stomach. 

Restriction to diet in prisons is still more 
necessary, when it is remembered that it is im- 
possible to avoid making a prison, in some 
respects, more eligible than ihe home of a cul- 

SriL It is almost always more spacious, cleaner, 
elier ventilated, better warmed. All these ad- 
vantages are inevitable on the side of the prison. 
The means, therefore, that remain of making a 
prison a disagreeable place, are not to be ne- 
glected; and of these, none are more powerful 
than the regulation of diet. If this is neglected, 
the meaning of sentencing a man to prison will 
be this — and it had better be put in these 
words — 

"Prisoner at the bar, you are fairly convicted, 
by a jury of your country, of having feloniously 
stolen two pigs, the property of Stephen Muck, 
farmer. The court having taken into conside- 
ration the frequency and enormity of this of- 
fence, and the necessity of restraining it with 
the utmost severity of punishment, do order and 
adjudge that yon be confined for six months in 
a house larger, better aired, and warmer than 
your own, in company with 30 or 30 young per- 
sons in as good health and spirits as yourself. 
Ton need do no work, and you may have any 
thing for breakfast, dinner and supper, you can 
bay. In passing this sentence, the court hope 
that your example will be a warning to others; 
and that evil-disposed persons will perceive, 
from your suffering, that the laws of their 
eountiT are not to be broken with impunity." 

As the diet, according to our plan, is always 
to be a part of the sentence, a judge will, of 
eoorse, consider the nature of the ofience for 
which the prisoner is committed, as well as the 
<yialitjr of the prisoner: and we have before 
mied, that all prisoners, before trial, should be 
iipon the best prison diet, and unrestricted as to 
What they could purchase, always avoiding in- 
itmperEnce. 

These gradations of diet being fixed in all 
prisons, and these definitions of Jail and House 
of Correction bein^ adhered to, the punishment 
of imprisonment may be apportioned with the 
eieatest nicety, either by the statute, or at the 



discretion of the judge, if the law chooses to 
give him that discretion. There will be — 

Imprisonment (or different degrees of time. 

Imprisonment solitary, or in company, or in 
darkness. 

In jails without labour. 

In houses of correction with labour. 

Imprisonment with diet on bread and water. 

Imprisonment with common prison diet. 

Imprisonment with best prison diet 

Imprisonment with free diet. 

Every sentence of the judge should state diet, 
as well as light or darkness, time, place, solitude, 
society, labour or ease ; and we are strongly of 
opinion, that the punishment in prisons should 
be sharp and short. We would, in most cases, 
give as much of solitary confinement as would 
not injure men's minds, and as much of bread 
and water diet as would not injure their bodies. 
A return to prison should be contemplated with 
horror — horror, not excited by the ancient filth, 
dLtease and extortion of jails; but by calm, 
well-regulated, well-watched austerity — by the 
gloom and sadness wisely and intentionally 
thrown over such an abode. Six weeks of 
such sort of imprisonment would be much 
more efficacious than as many months of jolly 
company and veal cutlets. 

It appears, by the Times newspaper of the 
24th of June, 1821, that two persons, a man and 
his wife, were committed at the Surrey Sessions 
for three years. If this county jail is bad, to 
three years of idleness and good living — if it is 
a manufacturing jail, to three years of regular 
labour, moderate living and accumulated gains. 
They are committed principally for a warning 
to others, partly for their own good. Would not 
these ends have been much more effectually 
answered, if they had been committed for nine 
months, to solitary cells upon bread and water; 
the first and last month in dark cells? If this 
is too severe, then lessen the duration still 
more, and give them more light days and fewer 
dark one!«; but we are convinced the whole 
good sought may be better obtained in much 
shorter periods than are now resorted to. 

For the purposeof making jails disagreeable, 
the prisoners should remain perfectly alone all 
night, if it is not thought proper to render their 
confinement entirely solitary during the whole 
period of their imprisonment. Prisoners dis- 
like this— and therefore it should be done; it 
would make their residence in jails more dis- 
agreeable, and render them unwilling to return 
there. At present, eight or ten women sleep in 
a roi>m with a good fire, pass the night in 
sound sleep or pleasant conversation ; and this 
is called confinement in a prison. A prison is 
a place where men, alter trial and sentence, 
should be made unhappy by public lawful enact- 
ments, not so severe as to injure the soundness 
of mind or body. If this is not done, prisons 
are a mere invitation to the lower classes tr 
wade through felony and larceny to better ac 
commodations than they can procure at home 
And here, as it appears to us, is the mistake of 
the many excellent men who busy themselves 
(and wisely and humanely busy themselves) 
about prisons. Their first object seems to be 
the reformation of the prisoners, not the refor* 
raaliou of the public; whereas the first obi*»it 
U 
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should be, the discomfort and discontent of their 
])risoners; that they should become a warning, 
feel unhappy, and resolve never to act so again 
as to put themselves in the same predicament; 
and then as much reformation as is compatible 
ivith this the better. If a man says to himself, 
this prison is a comfortable place, while he says 
to the chaplain or the visitor that he will come 
there no more, we confess we have no great 
confidence in his public declaration; but if he 
says " this is a place of misery and sorrow, you 
fihall not catch me here again," there is much 
reason to believe he will be as good as his 
word ; and he then becomes (which is of much 
more consequence than his own reformation) 
a warning to others. Hence it is we object to 
that spectacle of order and decorum— carpen- 
ters in one shop, tailors in another, weavers in 
a third, sitting down to a meal by ring of bell, 
and receiving a regular portion of their earnings. 
We are afraid it is better than real life on &e 
other side of the wall, or so very little worse 
that nobody will have any fear to encounter it 
In Bury jail, which is considered as a pattern 
jail, the prisoners under a sentence of confine- 
ment are allowed to spend their weekly earnings 
(two, three, and four shillings per week) in fish, 
tobacco and vegetables ; so states the jailer in 
his examination before the House of Commons 
— and we have no doubt it is well meant ; but 
is it punishment? We were most struck, in 
reading the evidence of the jail committee be- 
fore the House of Commons, with the opinions 
of the jailer of the Devizes jail, and with the prac- 
tice of the magistrates who superintend it* 

" Mr. T. Bruttov, Governor of the Gaol at 
Devizes, — Does this confinement in solitude 
make prisoners more averse to return to pri- 
son I I think it does. — Does it make a strong 
impression upon them 1 I have no doubt of it 
—Does it make them more obedientand orderly 
while in gaol! I have no doubt it does.— Do 
you consider it the most effectual punishment 
YOU can make use ofl I do. — Do you think it 
has a greater efifect upon the minds of prisoners 
than any apprehensions of personal punishment? 
I have no doubt of it.— Have you any dark cells for 
the punishment of refractory prisoners ? I have. 
— Do you find it necessary occasionally to use 
them? Very seldom. — Have you, in any in- 
stance, been obliged to use the dark cell, in the 
case of the same prisoner twice ? Only on one 
occasion, I ihink. — What length of lime is it 
necessary to confine a refractory prisoner to 
bring him lo his senses ? Less than one day. — 
Do you think it essential, for the purpose of 
keeping up the discipline of the prison, that you 
should ha;Ve it in your power lo have recourse 
to the punishment of dark cells 1 I do ; I con- 
sider punishment in a dark cell for one day, has 
a greater efifect upon a prisoner than to keep 
him on bread and water for a month." — Evi' 
denee before the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons in 1819, p. 359. 

The evidence of the governor of Gloucester 
jail is to ihe same efifect 

•* Mr. TuoxAS CcNvivoHAX, Keeper of Gbuees- 
ter GaoL—:Do you aiiribule the want of those 



• The Winchester and Devizes jails seem to us to be 
■onducted upon better principles than any other, though 
#v«o fbev Hxe hy no mvaus what jails siiould be 



certificates entirely to the neglect of enforcing 
the means of solitary confinement? I do most 
certainly. Sometimes, where a certificate hat 
not been granted, and a prisoner has brought a 
certificate of good behaviour for one year, Sir 
George and the committee ordered one poimd 
or a guinea from the charity^— Does that arise 
from your apprehension that the prisoners have 
not been equally reformed, or only from the 
want of the means of ascenaining such refor- 
mation? It is for want of not knowing; and 
we cannot ascertain it, from their working ia 
numbers. — They may be reformed? Yes, bat 
we have not the means of ascertaining it There 
is one thing I do which is not provided for br 
the rules, and which is the only thing in wbicn 
I deviate from the rules. When a man is com- 
mitted for a month, I never give him any work; 
he sits in solitude, and walks in the yard by hini- 
self for air; he has no other food but bis bread 
and water, except twice a week a pint of peas 
soup. I never knew an instance of a man com- 
ing in a second time who had been committed 
for a month. I have done that for these seventeen 
or eighteen years. — What has been the result 1 
They dread so much coming in again. If a man 
is committed for six weeks we give him work. 
Do you apprehend that solitary confinement for 
a month, without employment, is the most bene- 
ficial means of working reform ? I conceive it 
is. — Can it operate as the means of reform, any 
more than it operates as a system of punish- 
ment ? It is only for small ofifences they com- 
mit for a month. — Would not the same efiect be 
produced by corporeal punishment? Corporeal 
punishment may be absolutely necessaiy some- 
times; but I do not think corporeal punishment 
would reform them so much as solitary confine- 
ment. — Would not severe corporeal punishment 
have the same effect? No, it would harden 
them more than any thing else. — Do you think 
benefit is derived from the opportunity of reflec- 
tion aflforded by solitary confinement? Yes. — 
And very low diet also ? Yes." — Evidence be- 
fore the Committee of the House of Commons in 
1819, p. 39i: 

We must quote, also, the evidence of ihe go- 
vernor of Horsley jail. 

"Mr. William Stoksb, Governor of the House 
of Correction at Horsley^— J)o you observe any 
difiference in the conduct of prisoners who are 
employed, and those who have no employment? 
Yes, a good deal; I look upon it, from what judg- 
ment I can form, and I have been a long while 
in it, that to take a prisoner and discipline him 
according to the rules as the law allows, and if 
he have no work, that that man goes through 
more punishment in one month than a man who 
is employed and receives a portion of his labour 
three months ; but still I should like to have em- 
ployment, because a great number of times I 
took men away, who have been in the habit of 
earning sixpence a week to buy a loaf, and put 
them in solitar>' confinement; and the punish- 
ment is a great deal more without work. — Which 
of the prisoners, (hose that have been employed* 
or those unemployed, do you think would go oat 
of the prison the better men ? I think, that let 
me have a prisoner, and I never treat any one 
with severity, any further than that they should 
be obedient, and to let them see that I will do 
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nj duty, I have reason to beliere, that, if a pri- 
soner is committed under my care, or any otiier 
man's care, to a honse of correction^and he has 
to go under the discipline of the law, if he is in 
lor the value of a month or six weeks, that man 
is in a great' deal belter state than though he 
stays for six months ; he gets hardened by being 
in so long, from one month to another.— You are 
making now of solitude without labour; do you 
tnink he wonld go out better, if he had been em- 
pk>yed during £e month you speak of? No, 
nor half; because I never task those people, in 
order that they should not say I force them to 
do more than they are able, that they should not 
slight it; for if they perform any thing in the 
boQDds of reason, I never find fault with them. 
The prisoner who is employed, his time passes 
smooth and comfortable, and he has a propor- 
tion of his earnings, and he can buy additional 
diet; bnt if he has no labour, and kept under the 
discipline of the prison, it is a tight piece of 
punishment to go through. — Which of the two 
should you think roost likely to return immedi- 
ately to habits of labour on their own account ? 
lite dispositions of all men are not alike; but 
my opinion is this, if they are kept and disci- 
plined according to the rules of the prison, and 
nave no labour, that one month will do more 
than six; I am certain, that a man who is kept 
there without labour once, will not be veiy ready 
to come there sl^^u"— -Evidence before the Com- 
mliee of the House of Commonsy pp. 398, 399. 

Mr. Unmey and Mr. Buxton both lay a great 
stress upon the quiet and content of prisoners, 
upon their subordination and the absence of all 
plans of escape ; but, where the happiness of 
prisoners is so much consulted, we should be 
oiQch more apprehensive of a conspiracy to 
break into, than to break out of, prison. The 
mob outside may, indeed, envy the wicked ones 
within: but the felon wHo has left, perhaps, 
I scolding wife, a battered cottage, and six 
starving children, has no disposition to escape 
from regularity, sufficient food, employment 
which saves him money, warmth, ventilation, 
cleanliness and civil treatment. These symp- 
toms, npon which these respectable and excel- 
lent men lay so much stress, are by no means 
woofs to as that prisons are placed upon the 
best possible footing. 

The governor of Bury jail, as well as Mr. 
Gomey, insist much upon the few prisoners 
vho return to the j^l a second time, the manu- 
iKturing skill which they acquire there, and the 
Complete reformation of manners for which the 
prisoner has afterwards thanked him the go- 
remor. But this is not the real criterion of the 
excellence of a jail, nor the principal reason 
why jails were instituted. The great point is, 
ttot the average recurrence of the same prison- 
ers, bat the paucity or frequency of commit- 
inents, upon the whole. You may make a jail 
toch an admirable place of education, that it 
mav eease to be infamous to go there. Mr. 
Roubrd tells as (and a very curious anecdote it 
is,) that parents actually accuse their children 
bbely of crimes, in order to get them into the 
PhilanthTopic Charity! and Uiat it is conse- 
quently a rale with the governors of that cha- 
rity never to receive a child upon the accusa- 
tion of the parents alone. * But it is quite obvious 



what the next step will be, if the parents cannot 
get their children in by fibbing. They will take 
good care that the child is realiy qualified for the , 
Philanthropic, by impelling him to those crimes ' 
which are the passport to so good an education. 

** If, on the contrary, the offender is to be pun- 
ished simply by being placed in a prison, where 
he is to be well lodged, well clothed, and well 
fed, to be instructed in rea^Jing and writing, to 
receive a moral and religious education, and to 
be brought up to a trade ; and if this prison is 
to be within the reach of the parents, so that they 
ma^ occasionally visit their child, and have the 
satisfaction of knowing, from time to time, that 
all these advantages are conferred upon him, 
and that he is exposed to no hardships, although 
the confinement and the discipline of the prison 
may be irksome to the boy ; yet the parents may 
be apt to congratulate themselves on having 
got him off" their hands into such a good berth, 
and may be considered by othtr parents as hav- 
ing drawn a prize in the lottery of human life 
by their son's conviction. This reasoning is pot 
theoretical, but is founded in some degree upon 
experience. Those who have been in the habit 
of attending the committee of the Philanthropic 
Society know,' that parents have often accused 
their children of crimes falsely, or have exag- 
gerated their real oflenccs, for the sake of induc- 
ing that society to lake them; and so frequent 
has been this practice, that it is a role with 
those who manage that institution, never to 
receive an object upon the representation of its 
parents, unless supported by other strong testi- 
mony." — Hoffordy pp. 44, 45. 

It is quite obvious that, if men were to appear 
again, six months afier they were hanged, nand- 
somer, richer, and more plump than before exe- 
cution, the gallows would cease to be an object 
of terror. But here are men who come out of 
jail, and say, ' Look at us, — we can read and 
write, we can make baskets and shoes, and we 
went in ignorant of every thing: and we have 
learnt to do without strong liquors, and have no 
longer any objection to work; and we did work 
in the jail, and have saved money, and here it is.*' 
What is there of terror and detriment in all this t 
and how are crimes to be lessened if they are 
thus rewarded ? Of schools there cannot be 
loo many. Penitentiaries, in the hands of wise 
men, may be rendered excellent institutions; 
but a prison must be a prison — a place of sor- 
row and wailing; which should be entered with 
horror, .and quilted with earnest resolution never 
to reiurn to such misery; with that deep impres- 
sion, in short, of the evil which breaks out into 
perpetual warning and exhortation to others. 
This great point effected, all other reformation 
must do the greatest good. 

There are some veiy sensible observations 
upon this point in Mr. Holford*s book, who upon 
the whole has, we think, best treated the sub- 
ject of prisons, and best understands them. 

"In former times, men were deterred from 
pursuing the road that led to a prison, by the ap- 

Erehension of encountering there disease and 
unger, of being loaded with heavy irons, and 
of remaining without clothes to cover them, or 
a bed to lie on ; we have done no more than 
what justice required in relieving the inmates 
of a prison from these hardships ; but there It 
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no reason ihat they sbonld be freed from the fear 
6T all other safferings and privations. And I 
» hope that those whose duty it is to take up the 
consideration of these subjects, will see, that in 
penitentiaries, offenders should be subjected to 
separate confinement, accompanied by such 
work as may be found consistent with that sys- 
tem of imprisonment ; that in jails or houses of 
correction, they should perform that kind of la- 
bour which the law has enjoined; and that in 
prisons of both descriptions, instead of being 
allowed to cater for themselves, they should be 
sustained by such food as the rules and regula- 
tions of the establishment shonid have provided 
for them ; in short, that prisons should be con- 
sidered as places of punishment, and not as 
scenes of cheerful industry, where a compro- 
mise must be made with the prisonei^s appetite 
to make him do the common workof a journey- 
man or manufacturer, and the labours of the 
spinning-wheel and the loom must be alleviated 
by indulgence.*** 

This is good sound sense; and it is a pity 
that it is preceded by the usual nonsense about 
" the tide of blasphemy and sedition" If Mr. Hol- 
ford is an observer of tides and currents, whence 
comes it that be observes only those which set 
one way? Whence comes it that he says no- 
thing of the tides of canting and hypocrisy 
which are flowing with such rapidity? — of abject 
political baseness and sycophancy — of the dis- 
position so prevalent among Englishmen, to sell 
their conscience and their country to the Mar- 
quis of Londonderry for a living for the second 



* " That 1 am guilty ofno exaggeration in thtia dcscrib* 
ing a prison conaoctcd upon the principles now coming 
into fashion, will be evident to anv person who will mm 
to tlie latter part of the article, ' Fenitcntiar>'. Millbank,' 
in Mr. Buxton's Book on Prisons. He there states what 
passed in conversation between himself and the gover- 
nor of Bury jail, (which jail, by the bye, he praises as one 
of the tliree best prisons he has ever seen, and strongly 
recommends to our imitation nt Millbank.) Having ob- 
served tliat Uie governor of Bury jail had mentioned his 
having counted M spinning:-whcels in full activity when 
he left that jail at 5 o-clock in the morning on the preced 
mg day, Mr. Buxton proceeds as follows : — ' After he had 
seen the Millbank Penitentiary, I asked him what would 
be the coiuequeuce. if the regulations tliere used were 
adopted by him V ' The consequence would be,' ho replied, 
* that every wheel \\'ould be stopped.' Mr. Buxton then 
adds, ' I would not be considered as supposing that the 
prisoners will altogetlier refuse to work at Alillbank— 
they will work <luring the stated hours ; but the present 
incentive being wanting, the labour will, I apprehend, be 
languid and desultory.' t shall not, on my part, under- 
take to say that they will do as much work as will be 
done in tliose j)riaon8 in which work is the primary ob- 
ject; but, besides the encourngumcnt of the portion of 
eamuigs laid up for them, tlicy know that diligence is 
among the qualities that will recommend them to the mer- 
cy of Die crown, and that the want of it is. by the rules and 
regulations q( the prison, an oflence to be punished. The 
governor of Bury jail, who is a very intelligent man, 
must have spoken hastily, in his eagerness to support his 
own system, and did not. T conceive, give himst^lf credit 
(or as much power and authority in his pr'.tioii as he 
really /toMosses. It is not to be wondered at. that the 
keepers of prisons should like the new system : there is 
less trouble in the care of a manufactory tJian in that of a 
jail but I am surprised to find that so much reliance is 
placed in argument on the declaration of some of these 
officers, that the prisoners are quieter where their work 
:s enoouraged, by allowing them to spend a port'on of 
their earnings. It may namrally be expected, that 
offenders will be least discontented, and consequently 
least turbulent, whore their punishment is lightest, or 
where, to use Mr. Buxton's own words, * by making 
labour productive of comfort or convemence, you do 
much towards rendering it agreeable ;' but I most be per- 
mitted to doubt, whether thesa are the prisons of wbieh 
/ae/j will live In moat dTeadT—HoI/ord, pp. 78— SO. 



son — or a silk gown for the nephew— or for a 
frigate for my brother the captain ? How comes 
our loyal careerist to forget all these sorts of 
tides? 

There is a great confusion, as the law now 
stands, in the government of jails. The justices 
are empowered, by several statutes, to make 
subordinate regulations for the government of 
the jails ; and the sheriff supersedes those regn* 
lations. Their respective jurisdictions und 
powers should be clearly arranged. 

The female prisoners should be under the 
care of a matron, with proper assistanui. Where 
this is not the' case, the female part of the prison 
is oAen a mere brothel for the turnkeys. Can 
any thing be so repugnant to all ideas of re- 
formation, as a male turnkey visiting a solitary 
female prisoner ? Surely, women can take care 
of women as effectually as men can take care 
of men ; or, at least, women can do so properly 
assisted by men. This want of a matron is a 
very scandalous and immoral neglect in any 
prison .sjrstem. 

The presence of female visitors, and instruc- 
tors for the women, is so obviously advantageous 
and proper, that the offer of forming such an 
institution must be gladly and thankfully re- 
ceived by any body of magistrates. That they 
should feel any jealousy of such interference is 
too absurd a supposition to be made or agreed 
upon. Such interference may not effect all that 
zealous people suppose it will effect; but, if it 
does any good, it had better be. 

Irons should never be put upon prisoners 
before trial ; afler trial, we cannot object to the 
humiliation and disgrace which irons and a 
parti-coloured prison dress occasion. Let them 
be a part of solitary confinement, and let the 
words "Solitary Confinement," in the sentence, 
imply permission to use them. The judge then 
knows what he inflicts. 

We object to the office of prison inspector, for 
reasons so very obvious, that it is scarcely neces- 
sary to enumerate them. The prison inspector 
would, of course, have a good salary ; that, in 
England, is never omitted. It is equally matter 
of course that he would be taken from among 
treasury retainers; and that he never would look 
at a pnson. Every sort of attention should be 
paid to the religious instruction of these unhappy 
people; but the poor chaplain should be paid a 
little better;— every possible duty is expected 
from him — and he has one hundred per annum. 

Whatever money is given to prisoners, should 
be lodged with the governor for their benefit, to 
be applied as the visiting magi.strates point out * 
— no other donations should be allowed or ac- 
cepted. 

If voluntary work before trial, or compulsory 
work after trial, is the system of a prison, there 
should be a task-master; and it should be re- 
membered, that the principal object is not profit. 

Wardsmen, selected in each yard among the 
best of the prisoners, arc very serviceable. If 
prisoners work, they should work in silence. At 
all times, the restrictions upon seeing friends 
should be very severe; and no food should be 
sent from friends. 

Our general system then is — that a prison 
shonid be a place of real punishment; but 
of known, enacted, measurable and measure 
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punishment A prisoner (not for assault, or [ 
relbsing to pay parish does, bat a bad felonious 
prisoner), should pass a part of his three months | 
in complete darkness ; the rest in complete soli- , 
tnde, perhaps in complete idleness, (for solitary j 
idleness leads to repentance, idleness in com- ' 
pany to vice.) He should be exempted from j 
cold, be kept perfectly clean, have sufficient 
food to prevent hunger or illness, wear the 
prison dress and moderate irons, have no com- 
mmiieation with any bod^ but the officers of 
the prison and the magistrates, and remain 
otherwise in the most perfect solitude. We 
strongly suspect this is the way in which a bad 
man is to be made afraid of prisons ; nor do we 
think that he would be less inclined to receive 
moral and religious instruction than any one 
of seven or eight carpenters in jail, working at 
a common bench, receiving a part of their earn- 
ings, and allowed to purchase with them the 
(telicacies of the season. If this system is not 
resorted to, the next best system is severe work, 
ordinary diet, no indulgences, and as much 
seclusion and solitude as are compatible with 
work; — always remarking, that perfect sanity 
of mind and body are to be preserved. 

Tq this system of severity in jails there is '{ 
bat one objection. The present duration of 
punishments was calculated for prisons con* 
daeted upon very different principles ; — and if 
the disciplineof prisons was rendered more strict, 
we are not sure that the duration of imprison- 
ment would be practically shortened ; and the 
punishments would then be quite atrocious and 
disproportioned. There is a very great disposi- 
tion, both in judges and magistrates, to increase 
the duration of imprisonment; and, if that is 
done, it will be dreadful cruelty to increase the 
Uttemess as well as the time. We should think, 
for instance, six months' solitary imprisonment 
to be a punishment of dreadful severity; but 
we find, from the House of Commons' report, 
that prisoners are sometimes committed by 
county magistrates for two years* of solitary 
eonilnemenu And so it may be doubted, whe- 
ther it is not better to wrap up the rod in flanoel, 
and make it a plaything, as it really now is, than 
Id show how it may be wielded with effectual 
severity. For the pupil, instead of giving one 
or two stripes, will whip his patient to death. — 
Bot if this abuse were guarded against, the real 
way to improve would be, now we have made 
|»nsons healthy and airy, to make them odious 
and austere — engines of punishment and ob- 
jects of terror. 

In this age of charity and of prison improve- 
ment, there is one aid to prisoners which appears 
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to be wholly overlooked ; and that is, the means 
of regulating their defence, and providing them 
witnesses for their trial. A man is tried for 
murder, or for house-breaking or robbery with- ' 
out a single shilling in his pocket The non- 
sensical and capricious institutions of the Eng- 
lish law prevent him from engaging counsel to 
speak in his defence, if he had the wealth of 
Croesus ; but he has no money to employ even 
BA attorney, or to procure a single witness, or 
to take out a subpoena. The judge, we are told, 
is his counsel ; — this is sufficiently absurd ; but 
it is not pretended that the judge is his witness. 
He solemnly declares that he has three or four 
witnesses who could give a completely different 
colour to the transaction ; — but they are sixty or 
seventy miles distant, working for their daily 
bread, and have no money for such a journey, 
nor for the expense of a residence of some davs 
in an assize town. They do not know even tne 
lime of the assize, nor the modes of tendering 
their evidence if they could come. When every 
thing is so well marshaled against him on the 
opposite side, it would be singular if an inno 
cent man, with such an absence of all meant 
of defending himself, should not occasionally 
be hanged or transported : and accordingly we 
believe that such things have happened.* Let 
any man, immediately previous to the assizes, 
visit the prisoners for trial, and see the many 
wretches who are to answer to the most serious 
accusations, without one penny to defend them- 
selves. If it appeared probable, upon inquiry 
that these poor creatures had important evidence 
which they could not bring into court for want 
of money, would it not be a wise application of 
compassionate funds, to give them this fair 
chance of establishing their innocence 1— It 
seems to us no bad Jinale of the pious laboura 
of those who guard the poor from ill-treatment 
during their imprisonment, to take care that 
they are not unjustly hanged at the expiration 
of the term. 

• From the Clonmell AdveniBer it appear*, tliat John 
Brien, tUiaa Captain Wheeler, was found guUty of mnnlar 
at the late assizes for the county of Watenbrd. Pierkms 
to his execution he made the following confessioa >— 

" I now again roost solemnly aver, m the presence oC 
that God by whom I will soon be judced, and who seas 
the secrets of my heart, that only three, tIs , Morgmn 
Brien; Patrick Bnen and my unfortunate self, commined 
the horrible crimes of murder and burning at Ballj* 
garron, and that the four unfortunate men woo have be- 
fore suffered for them, were not m the smallest dems 
accessary to them. • I have been the cause for which they 
have innocently suffered death. I have contracted a 
death of justice with them— and the only and least re- 
stitution I can make them, is thus publicly, solemnly, and 
with death before my eyes, to acquit their memory of aiq^ 
guilt in the crimes for whicli I shall deservedly rafler ! 1 * 
—Fhilanthn^pist, No. 6. aoa 

Penunt et impusantur. 
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PRISONS.* 

[EonrBvmaH Retxiw, 18S8.] 



Tasms never was a society ealcnlated, upon 
die whole, to do more good than the Society for 
the Improyement of Prisonr Discipline; and, 
hitherto, it has been conducted with eqaal en- 
ergy and prudence. If now, or hereaAer, there- 
fore, we make any criticisms on their proceed* 
ings, these mast not be ascribed to any defi* 
ciency of good will or respect. We may differ 
from the society in the means— our ends, we 
are proud to say, are the same. 

In the improvement of prisons, they consider 
the small number of recommitmenta as the great 
test of amelioration. Upon this subject we 
have ventured to differ from them in a late 
number; and we see no reason to alter our 
opiaioB. It is a mistake, and a very serious 
and fundamental mistake, to suppose that the 
principal object in jails is the reformation of the 
offender. The principal object undoubledly is, 
to prevent the repetition of the offence by the 
punishment of the offender; and, therefore, it 
18 quite possible to conceive that the offender 
himself may be so kindly, gently and agreeably 
led to reformation, by the efforts of good and 
amiable persons, that the effect of the punish- 
ment may be destroyed, at the same time that 
the punished may be improved. A prison may 
bse its terror and discredit, though the prisoner 
ma^ return from it a better scholar, a better 
aruficer, and a better man. The real and only 
lest, in short, of a good prison system is, the 
diminution of offences by the terror of the pun* 
ishmenti If it can be shown, that in propor- 
tion as attention and expense have been era* 
ployed upon the improvement of prisons, the 
number of commitments has been diminished, 
this indeed would be a convincing proof thtl 
mioh care and attention were well employed. 
But the very reverse is the case ; the number 
of commitments within these last ten years 
having nearly doubled all over England. 

The following are stated to be the committals 
in Norfolk county jail. From 1796 to iai6, the 
number averaged about 80. 

In 1816 it was 184 

1817 - 142 

1818 - 159 

1819 - 161 

1820 - 223.— /2qw)r/,p.67. 
In Staffordshire, the commitments have gradu- 
ally increased from 195 to 1815, to 443 in 1820 
— UiOD^h the jail has been built since How- 
ard's time, at an expense of 30,000/.— (/{«por/, 
p. 67.) In Wiltshire, in a prison which has 



• l^I5«ptn< Report qf th$ CommitUt oftht Society for 
At jMpwMmmi ofFrtMon JHsetpUru, and for ih» Rdorma- 
^^JyvtntU Offenders. London, 1681. 

«jX«nari» w|»on Piwn Discipline, J^e S^c^in a Letter 
maanaBea to the Lord-Lieutenant and Migistnues of the 
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cost the county 40,00(]^ the commitments have 
increased from 207 in 1817 to 604 in 1821. 
Within this perriod, to the eternal scandal and 
disgrace of our laws, 378 persons have been 
committed for game offences— constituting a 
sixth part of all the persons committed; — so 
much for what our old friend, Mr. Justice Best, 
would term the unspeakable advantages of 
country gentlemen residing upon their own 
property ! 

When the committee was appointed in tha 
county of Essex, in the year 1818, to take into 
consideration the state of the jail and houses 
of correction, they found that the number of 
prisoners annually committed had increased* 
within the ten preceding years, from 659 to 
1993; and there is little doubt (adds Mr. West- 
ern) of this proportion being a tolerable speci* 
men of the whole kingdom. We are far from 
attributing this increase solely to the imper- 
fection of prison discipline. Increase of popu- 
lation, new statutes, the extension of the breed 
of pheasants, landed and mercantile distress, 
are very operative causes. But the increase 
of commitments is a stronger proof against tha 
present state of prison discipline, than the de- 
crease of recommitments is in its favour.— 
We may, possibly, have made some progress 
in the art of teaching him who has doLa 
wrong to do so no more ; but there is no proof 
that we have learnt the more important art of de- 
terring those from doing wrong who are doubt- 
ing whether they shall do it or not, and who, dT 
course, will be principally guided ia their de- 
cision by the sufferings of those who have pre* 
vionaly yielded to temptation. 

There are some assertions in the report of 
the society, to which we can hardly give 
credit,— not that we have the slightest sus- 
picion of any intentional misrepresentation, but 
that we believe there must be some uninten- 
tional error. 

"The Ladies' Committees visiting Newgale 
and the Borough Compter, have continued to 
devote themselves to the improvement of the 
female prisoners, in a spirit worthy of their 
enlightened zeal and Christian charity. The 
beneficial effects of their exertions have been 
evinced by the progressive decrease in the 
number of female prisoners recommitted, which 
has diminished, since the visits of the ladies to 
Newgate, no less than 40 per cent" 

That is, that Mrs. Fry and her friends have 
reclaimed forty women out of every hundred, 
who, but for them, would have reappeared in 
jails. Nobody admires and respecu Mrs. Piy 
more than we do; but this fact is scarcely cre- 
dible; and, if accurate, ought, in justice to the 
reoutation of the society and its real interests, 
10 have been thoroughly substantiated by names 
and documents. The ladies certainly lay claim 



WORKS OP THE RKv. STtHNtr mutm. 



to no such extniordinarj soccer in their own 
report qaoted in the Appendix: hot speak 
wiih becoming modesty and moderation of the 
resalt of their labours. The enemies of all 
these reforms accuse the reformers of enthu- 
siasm and exaggeration. It is of the greatest 
possible consequence, therefore, that their state- 
ments shonld be correct, and their views prac- 
tical ; and that all strong assertions should be 
Mipported by strong documents. The English 
are a calm, reflecting people; they will give 
time and money when tfiey are convinced ; but 
they love dates, names and certificates. In the 
midst of the most heart-rending narratives, 
Boll requires the day of the month, the year 
of our Lord, the name of the parish and the 
countersign of three or four respectable house- 
holders. After these affecting circumstances, 
he can no longer hold out ; but gives way to 
the kindness of his nature — pufls, blubbers and 
■nhscribes! 

A case is stated in the Hertford house of 
eonection, which so much more resembles the 
sudden conversions of the Methodist Maga- 
xjne, than the slow and uncertain process by 
which repentance is produced in real life, that 
we are a little surprised the society should have 
inserted it. 

''Two notorious poachers, as well as bad men, 
were committed for three months, for not pav- 
ing the penalty after conviction, but who, in 
consequence of extreme contrition and good 
conduct, were, at the intercession of the clergy- 
men of their parish, released before the expira- 
tion of their term of punishment. Upon leaving 
the house of correction, they declared that they 
had been completely brought to their senses — 
spoke with gratitude of the benefit they had 
derived from the advice of the chaplain, and 
promised, npon their return to their parish, that 
they would go to their minister, express their 
fhanks for his interceding for them; and more- 
over that they would, for the future, attend their 
datjr regnlariy at church. It is pleasing to add, 
that these promises have been faithfully fulfil- 
led."— J;?/?, to Third Report, pp. 29,30. 

8och statements prove nothing, but that the 
clergymaif who makes them is an amiable man, 
and probably a college tutor. Their introduction 
however, in the report of a society depending 
npon public opinion for success, is very detri- 
mental. 

ft is not fair to state the recommitments of 
one prison, and compare them with those of 
another, perhaps very differently circumstanced, 
—the recommitments, for instance, of a county 
jail, where offences are generally of serious 
magnitude, with those of a borough, where the 
most trifling faults are punished. The import- 
ant thing would be, to give a table of recom- 
mitments, in the same prison, for a series of 
jresrs,— the average of recommitments, for ex- 
ample, every five years in each prison for twen- 
ty years past. If the society can obtain this, it 
will be a document of some importance, (though 
of less, perhaps, than they would consider it to 
be.) At present they tell us, that the average 
of recommitments in certain prisons is 3 per 
cent.: in certain other prisons 5 per cent.: but 
what were they twenty years ago in the same 
prison t — what wer^ they five years ^ot If 



recommitments are to be the test, we must know 
whether these are becoming, m any given pr^ 
son, more or less frequent, before we can deteiw 
mine whether that prison is better or worse 
governed than formerly. Recommitments wiU 
of course be more numerous where prisoners 
are received from large towns, and from the 
resorts of soldiers and sailors ; because it is is 
these situations that we may expect the most 
hardened ofifenders. The diflferent nature of the 
two soils which grow the crimes, must be con- 
sidered before the produce gathered into prisons 
can be justly compared. 

The quadruple column of the state of prisons 
for each year, is a very useful and important 
document; and we hope, in time, the society 
will give us a general and particular table of 
commitments and recommitments carried baek 
for twenty or thirty years; so that the uble may 
contain (of Gloucester jail, for instance,) lst» 
the greatest number it can contain ; Sdly, the 
greatest number it did contain at any one period 
in each year; Sdly, its classification; ithly, tbs 
greatest number committed in any given yeari 
6thly, four averages of five yearsT each, taken 
from the twenty years preceding, .and stating 
the greatest number of commitments; 6thly,ths 
greatest number of recommitments in the year 
under view; and four averages of recommit- 
ments, made in the same manner as the average 
of the commitments ; and then totals at the bot« 
tom of the columns. Tables so constructed 
would throw great light qpon the nature and 
efllcacy of imprisonment. 

We wish the society would pay a little mors 
attention to the question of solitary imprison- 
ment, both in darkness and in light; and to the 
extent to which it may be carried. Mr. Wes^ 
em has upon this subject some ingenious ideas. 
** It appears to me, that if relieved from thesa 
impediments, and likewise from any idea of tba 
necessity of making the labour of prisoners 
profitable, the detail of corrective prison discip- 
line would not be diflScult for any body to chalk 
out I would first premise, that the only pun- 
ishment for refractory conduct, or any misbe- 
haviour in the gaol, should, in my opinion, bs 
solitary confinement; and that, instead of being 
in a dark hole, it should be in some part of the 
house where they could fully see the light of tha 
day ; and I am not sure that it might not ba 
desirable, in some cases, if possible, that they 
should see the surrounding country and mo? 
ing obfects at a distance, and every thing that 
roan delights in, removed, at the same time, 
from any intercourse or word or look with any 
human being, and quite out of the reach of beuig 
themselves seen. I consider such confinement 
would be a punishment very severe, and calcu- 
lated to produce a far better eflfect than dark- 
ness. All the feelings that are good in men 
would be much more likely to be kept alive; the 
loss of liberty, and all the blessings of life which 
honesty will insure, more deeply to be felt 
There would not be so much danger of any da- 
linqaent sinking into that state of sullen, insen- 
sible condition, of incorrigible obstinscy, which 
sometimes occurs. If he does, under those 
circumstances, wc have a right to keep him oat 
of the way of mischief, and let him there remain 
But I believe such solitary Con&aemftAl Wk V 
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have described, with scantjr fare, would very 
rarely DbuI of its effect.*'— TFofem** Rtmarlu, pp. 

69, eo. 

There is a good deal in this; it is wc\l worth 
the trial; and we hope the society will notice it 
in- their next report 

It is very difficult to hit opon degrees; bat we 
cannot help thinking the society lean too much 
to a system of indulgence and education in jails. 
We shall be very glad to see them more stem 
and Spartan in their discipline. They recom- 
mend work, and even hard work; but they do 
not insist upon it, that the only work done in 
jails by felons should be hard, dull and uninte- 
resting; they do not protest against the conver- 
sion of jails into schools and manufactories. 
Look, for example, to ** Preston House of Cor- 
rection." 

** Preston House of Correction is justly distin- 
guished by the industry which prevails. Here 
an idle hand is rarely to be found. There were 
lately 150 looms in full employ, from each of 
which the average weekly earnings are ba. 
About 150 pieces of cotton goods are worked 
off per week. A considerable proportion of the 
looms are of the prisoners' own manufacture. 
In one month, an inexperienced workman will 
be able to earn the cost of his gaol allowance 
of food. Weaving has these advantages over 
other prison labour: the noise of the shuttle 
prevents conversation, and the progress of the 
work constantly requires the eye. The ac- 
counts of this prison contained in the Appen- 
dix, deserve particular attention, as there ap- 
pears to be a balance of clear profit to the 
county, from the labour of the prisoners, in the 
year, of 1398il 9«. id. This sum was earned by 
weaving and cleaning cotton only; the prison- 
ers being besides employed in tailoring, white- 
washing, flagging, slating, painting, carpenter- 
ing and labourers' work, the earnings of which 
are not included in the above account." — Third 
RepcH, pp. 21, 22. 

"At Worcester county gaol, the system of 
employment is admirable. Every article of 
dress worn by the prisoners is made from the 
raw material ; sacking and bags are the only 
articles made for sale.''— 76. p. 23. 

*'In many prisons, the instruction of the pri- 
soners in reading and writing has been attend- 
ed with excellent effects. Schools have been 
formed at Bedford, Durham, Chelmsford, Win- 
chester, Hereford, Maidstone, Leicester house 
of correction, Shrewsbury, Warwick, Worces- 
ter, &c Much valuable assistance has been 
derived in this department from the labours of 
respectable individuals, especially females, act- 
ing under the sanction of the magistrates, and 
diiection of the chaplain." — lb. pp. 30, 31. 

We again enter our decided protest against 
these modes of occupation in prisons; they are 
certainly better than mere idleness spent in so- 
ciety; but they are not ihe kind of occupations 
which render prisons terrible. We would ban- 
ish all the looms of Preston jail, and substitute 
nothing but the tread-wheel, or the capstan, or 
•ome species of labour where the labourer 
could not see the results of his toil, — where it 
was as monotonous, irksome and dull as pos- 
8ible,~pulling and pushing, instead of reading 
mad wrimgi^uo share of the profits— not a sin- 



gle shilling. There should be no tea and sugar* 
— no assemblage of female felons round the 
washing-tub, — Nothing but beating hemp, and 
pulling oakum, and pounding bricks, — no work 
but what was tedious, unusual and unfeminine. 
Man, woman, boy and girl, should all leave the 
jail, unimpaired, indeed, in health, but heartily 
wearied of their residence; and taught, by sad 
experience, to consider it as the greatest misfor- 
tune of their lives to return to it. W> have the 
strongest belief that the present lenity of jails, 
the education carried on there— the cheerful 
assemblage of workmen — the indulgence in 
diet — the shares of earnings enjoyed by prison- 
ers, are one great cause of the astonishingly 
rapid increase of commitments. 

Mr. Western, who entirely agrees with us 
upon these points, has the following judicious 
observations upon the severe system : — 

**It may be imagined by some persons, that 
the rules here prescribed are too severe; but 
such treatment is, in my opinion, the tenderest 
mercy, compared with that indulgence which is 
so much in practice, and which directly tends 
to ruin, instead of saving, its unfortunate vic- 
tim, lliis severity it is which in truth forms 
the sole effective means which imprisonment 
gives ; only one mitigation, therefore, if such it 
may be termed, can be admissible, and that is, 
simply to shorten the duration of the imprison- 
menu The sooner the prisoner comes out the 
better, if fully impressed with dread of what he 
has suffered, and communicates information to 
his friends what they. may expect if they get 
there. It appears to me, indeed, that one great 
and primary object we ought to have in view 
is, generally, to shorten the duration of impri- 
sonment, at the same time that we make it such 
a punishment as is likely to deter, correct and 
reform; shorten the duration of imprisonment 
before trial, which we are called upon, by every 
principle of moral and political justice, to do; 
shorten also the duration of imprisonment aAer 
trial, by the means here described ; and I am 
satisfied our prisons would soon lose, or rather 
would never see, half the number of their pre- 
sent inhabitants. The long duration of impri- 
sonment, where the discipline is less severe, 
renders it perfectly familiar, and, in conse« 
quence, not only destitute of any useful influ- 
ence, but obviously productive of the worst 
effects; yet this is the present practice; audi 
think, indeed, criminals are now sentenced to a 
longer period of confinement than formerly. 

**The deprivation of liberty certainly is a 
punishment under any circumstances; but the 
system generally pursued in our gaols might 
rather be considered as a palliative of that pun- 
ishment, than to make it effectual to any good 
purpose. An idle life, society unrestrained, 
with associates of similar character and habits, 
better fare and lodgings in many cases, and 
in ft^, if any, worse than falls to the lot of 
the hard-working and industrious peasant; and 
very often much better than the prisoners were 
in the enjoyment of before they were appre* 
bended. 

" I do not know what could be devised more 
agreeable to all the different classes of offenders 
than this sort of treatment: the old hardened 
sinner, the juvenile offender, or the idle vaga* 
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iMod, who runs away and leaves a sick wife 
and family to be provided for by his parish, 
alike have little or no apprehension, at present, 
of any imprisonment to which they may be sen- 
tenced; and thus are the most effective means 
we possess to correct and reform rendered 
totally unavailable, and even perverted, to the 
more certain ruin of those who might be restored 
to society good and valuable members of it. 

••There are, it is true, various occupations 
BOW introdaced into many prisons, but which, I 
confess, I think of very little use; drawing and 
preparing straws, plattinpTt knitting, heading 
pins, &C., weaving and working at a trade even, 
as it is generally carried on — prisoners coaxed 
to the performance of it, the task easy, the re- 
ward immediate — afford rather the means of 
passing away the time agreeably. These occu- 
pations are, indeed, better than absolute idleness, 
notwithstanding that imprisonment may be ren- 
dered less irksome thereby. I am far from 
denying the advantage, still less would I be sup- 
posed to derogate from the merits of those who, 
with every feeling of humanity, and with inde- 
fatigable pains, in many instances, have esta- 
blished such means of employment; and some 
of them for women, with washing, &c., amount 
to hard labour; but I contemi that, for men, they 
are applicable only to a house of industry and 
by no means suited to the corrective discipline 
which should be found in a prison. Individuals 
are aent here to be punished and for that sole 
purpose; in many cases for crimes which have 
induced the forfeiture of life: they are not sent 
to be educated, or apprenticed to a trade. The 
horrors of dungeon imprisonment, to the credit 
of the age, no longer exisu But, if no cause of 
dread is substituted, by what indication of com- 
mon sense is it that we send criminals there at 
all? If prisons are to be made into places in 
which persons of both sexes and ail ages may 
be well fed, clothed, lodged, educated andtaaght 
a trade, where they may find pleasant society, 
and arc required not to take heed for the mor- 
row, the present inhabitants should be turned 
out, and the most deserving and industrious of 
our poorest fellow-subjects should be invited to 
take their place, which I have no doubt they 
would be eager to do." — Vlettem, pp. 18-17. 

In these sentiments we most cordially agree. 
They are well worth the most serious attention 
of the society. 

The following is a sketch from Mr. Western's 
book of what a prison 'life should be. It is im- 
possible to write with more good sense, and a 
more thorough knowledge of the subject 

"The operations of the day should begin with 
die greatest punctuality at a given hour; and as 
toon as the prisoners have risen from their 
beds, they should be, according to their several 
classes, marched to the workhouses, where they 
should be kept to hard labour two hours at 
least; from thence they should be taken back to 
wash, shave, comb and clean themselves; thence 
to the chapel to hear a short prayer, or the go- 
vernor or deputy should reaa to them in their 
respective day-rooms; and then their breakfast, 
which may, altogether, occupy an hour and a 
half or more. I have stated, in a former part of 
my letter, that the hours of meals and leisure 
should be in solitude, in the sleeping cells of the 



prison ; but I presume, for the moment, this may 
not always be practicable. I will, therefore, 
consider the case as if the classes assembled at 
meal-times in the different day-rooms. AAer 
breakfast thev should return to hard labour for 
three or four hours, and then take another hour 
for dinner; labour aAer dinner two or three 
hours, and their supper given them to eat in 
solitude in their sleeping cells. 

"This marching backwards and forwards to 
chapel and mill-house, dec, may appear objec- 
tionable, but it has not been so represented to 
me in the prisons where it actually now takes 
place; and it is, to my apprehension, materially 
useful in many respects. . The object is to keep 
the prisoners in a state of constant motion, so 
that there shall be no lounging time or loitering, 
which is always favourable to mischief or cabal. 
For the same reason it is I propose two houn^ 
labour the moment they are up, and before 
washing, &c, that there may be no time lost, 
and that they may begin the day by a portion 
of labour, which will tend to keep them quiet 
and obedient the remainder of it. Each interval 
for meal, thus occurring between labour hours, 
has also a tendency to render the mischief of in- 
tercourse less probable, and at the same time the 
evening association, which is most to be appre- 
hended in this respect, is entirely cut off*. The 
frequent moving of the prisoners from place to 
place keeps the governor and sub-officers of the 
prison in a similar state of activity and atten- 
tion, which is likewise of advanuige, though 
their numbers should be such as to prevent 
their duty becoming too arduous or irksome. 
Their situation is not pleasant and their respon- 
sibility is great. An able and attentive governor, 
who executes all his arduous duties with unre- 
mitting zeal and fidelity, is a most valuable 
public servant and entitled to the greatest re- 
spect He must be a man of no ordinary capa- 
city, with a liberal and comprehensive mind, 
possessing a control over his own passions, 
firm and undaunted, a character that commands 
from those under him, instinctively, as it were, 
respect and regard. In vain are our bnildinas, 
ana rules, and regulations, if the choice of a 
governor is not made an object of primary and 
most solicitous attention and consideration. 

"It does not appear to me necessary fbr the 
prisoners to have more than three hours' leisure, 
inclusive of meal-times ; and I am convinced 
the close of the day must be in solitude. Eight 
or ten hours will have passed in company with 
their fellow-prisoners of the same class (for I 
am presuming that a separate cx>mpartment of 
the workhouse will be allotted to each) where, 
though (bey cannot associate to enjoy society 
as ihey would wish, no gloom of solitude can 
oppress them : there is more danger even then 
of too close an intercourse and conversatioii, 
though a ready cure is in that case to be found 
by a wheel put in motion, the noise of which 
speedily overcomes the voice. Some time after 
Saturday night should be allowed to them, move 
particularly to cleanse themselves and their 
clothes, and they should have a bath, cold or 
warm, if necessary; and on the Sunday they 
should be dressed in their best clothes, and the 
dav shoukl be spent wholly in the ehapel, the 
cell, and Uit airing-groimd ; the laliac ibl^cccmbaa 
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•fa daf-watehman, as I have described to be in 
imetice at Warwick. I say nothing about 
leaching to read, write, work, dec. &c.; any pro- 
portion of time necessary for any nsefal pur- 
pose may be spared from the hours of labour or 
of rest, according to circumstances ; but I do not 
place any reliance upon improvement in any 
branch of education : they would not, indeed, be 
there long enough. All I want them to learn is, 
that there exists the means of punishment for 
crime, and be fully impressed with dread of re- 
petition of what they have undergone ; and a 
short time will suffice for that purpose. Now, 
if each successive day was spent in this manner, 
can it be doubted that the frequent commission 
of crime would be checked, and more done to 
deter, correct and reform than could be accom- 
plished by any other punishment 1 A period of 
such discipline, longer or shorter, according to 
the nature of the offence, would surely be suffi- 
etent for any violation of the law short of mur- 
der, or that description of outrage which is likely 
to lead on to the perpetration of it. This sort of 
treatment is not to be overcome : it cannot be 
braved, or laughed at, or disiegarded, by any 
Ibrce of animal spirits, however strong or vigo- 
rous of mind or body the individual may be. 
The dull, unvarying course of hard labour, with 
hard fkre and seclusion, must in time become 
•o painfully irksome, and so wear and distress 
him, that he will inevitably, in the end, be sub- 
dued."— W«;mi, pp. 64-69. 

There is nothing in the Report of the Prison 
Society so good as this. 

The society very properly observe upon the 
badness of town jails, and the necessity for 
their suppression. Most towns cannot spare the 
fbnds necessary for building a good jail. Shop- 
keepers cannot spare the time for its superin- 
kcnaence ; and hence it happens that town jails 
are almost always in a disgraceful state. The 
society frequently allude to the difiusion of 
tracts. If education is to be continued in jails, 
and tracts are to be dispersed, we cannot help 
lamenting that the tracts, though fall of good 
principles, are so intolerably stupid — and all 
apparently constructed upon the supposition, 
that a thief or a peccant ploughman is inferior 
in common sense to a boy of five years old. The 
story generally is, that a labourer with six chil- 
dren has nothing to live upon but mouldy bread 
and dirty water; yet nothing can exceed his 
cheerfulness and content — no murmurs — no 
discontent: of mutton he has scarcely heard — 
of bacon he never dreams: furfurous bread 
and the water of the pool constitute his food, 
establish his felicity, and excite his warmest 
gratitude. The squire or parson of the parish 
atways happens to be walking by and overhears 
him praying for the king and the members for 
the county, and for all in authority ; and it gene- 
rally ends with their ofTeriug him a shilling, 
which this excellent man declares he does not 
want, and will not accept! These are the 
pamphlets which Goodies and Noodles are dis- 
persing with unwearied diligence. It would be 

' a great blessing if some genius would arise who 
liiM a talent of writing for the poor. He would 
be of more value than many poets living upon 
Ike banks of lakes^or even (though we think 

B^fbtfT^fimfBtiveB) ofgruder valat than ttaay 



reviewing men living in the garrets of the 

north. 

The society offer some comments upon the 
prison bill now pending, and which unfortu- 
nately* for the cause of prison improvement, 
has been so long pending in the legislature* In 
the copy of this bill, as it stands at present, 
nothing is said of the limitation of numbers in 
any particular class. We have seen forty fek>iif 
of one class in one yard before trial. If this 
is to continue, all prison improvement is a mere 
mockery. Separate sleeping cells should be 
enacted positively, and not in words, which 
leave this improvement optional. If any visit- 
ing justice dissents from the majority,f it should 
be lawful for him to give a separate report upon 
the state of the prison and prisoners to the judge 
or the quarter sessions. AU such reports of 
any visiting magistrate or magistrates, not ex^ 
ceeding a certain length, should be piJblished 
in the county papers. The chairman's report 
to the secretary of state should be published in 
the same manner. The gYeat panacea is pub- 
licity ; it is this which secures compliance with 
wise and just laws, more than all the penalties 
they contain for their own preservation. 

We object to the reading and writing clause. 
A poor man, who is lucky enough to have his 
son committed for a felony, educates him, under 
such a system, for nothing ; while the virtuous 
simpleton on the other side of the wall is pay- 
ing by the quarter for these attainments. He 
sees clergymen and ladies busy with the larce- 
nous pupil ; while the poor lad, who respects 
the eighth commandment, is consigned, in some 
dark alley, to the frowns and blows of a ragged 
pedagogue. It would be the safest way, where 
a prisoner is kept upon bread and water alone, 
to enact that the allowance of bread should not 
be less than a pound and a half for men, and a 
pound for women and boys. We strongly re- 
commend, as mentioned in a previous number, 
that four sorts of diet should be enacted for 
every prison; 1st, Bread and water; 2d, Better 
prison diet; 3d, Best prison diet; 4th, Free diet 
— the second and third to be defined by the 
visiting magistrates. All sentences of impri- 
sonment should state to which of these diets the 
prisoner is to be confined ; and all deviau'oa 
from it on the part of the prison officers should 
be punished with very severe penalties. The 
regulation of prison diet in a prison is a point 
of the very highest importance ; and to ask of 
visiting magistrates that they should doom to 
bread and water a prisoner whom the law has 
left at liberty to purchase whatever he has the 
money to procure, is a degree of seventy which 
it is hardly fair to expect from countiy gentle 
men, and, if expected, those expectations will 
not be fulfilled. The whole system of diet, one 
of the main-springs of all prison discipline, wiU 
^ei out of order, if its arrangement is left to the 
interference of magistrates and not to the sei> 
tence of the judge Free diet and bread diet 
need no interpretation : and the jailer will take 
care to furnish the judge with the definitions of 



• The county of York, with a prison onder presentment, 
has been waiiinf nearly three years for this bill, in onlei 
to proceed npon the improvement of their eoonty jail. 

T It wmild be an entertaining chanfe in hmnan affiuM 
to <toter aune ey e g thing by f mno ri ti m . TUy an aloMS* 
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L etter p ri s on diet and best prison diet A know- 
ledge of the diet prescribed in a jaii is absolntely 
neeessary for the justice of the case. Diet dif- 
fers so much in different pri9ons, that six weeks 
in one prison is as severe a punishment as three 
months in another. If any country gentleman, 
engaged in legislation for prisons, is inclined to 
undervalue the importance of these regulations, 
let him appeal to his own experience, and re- 
member, in the vacuity of the country, how 
often he thinks of his dinner, and of what there 
will be for dinner ; and how much his amenity 
and conrtesy for the evening depend upon the 
toeoessfttl execution of this meal. But there is 
Mobody so gluttonous and sensual as a thief; 
■nd he will feel much more bitterly fetters on 
his month than his heels. It sometimes hap- 
pens that a gentleman is sentenced to imprison- 
ment for manslaughter in a duel, or for a libel. 
Are visiting justices to doom such a prisoner to 
bread and water, or are they to make an invidi- 
ous distinction between him and the other pri- 
soners! The diet should be ordered by the judge, 
or it never will be well ordered— or ordered at 
an: 

The most extraordinary clause in the bill is 
the following — 

" And be it further enacted, that in case any 
criminal prisoner shall be guilty of any repeated 
offence against the rules of the prison, or shall 
be guilty of any greater offence which the jailer 
or keeper is not by this act empowered to pun- 
ish, the said jailer or keeper shall report the 
same to the visiting justices, or one of them, for 
the time being; and such justices, or one of 
them, shall have power to inquire upon oath, 
and determine concerning any such ofi*ence so 
lenorted to him or them, and shall order the 
offender to be punished, either by moderate 
whipping, repeated whippings, or by close con- 
finement, for any term not exceeding / — 

il£/,p.Sl. 

Upon this clause, any one justice may order 
repeated whippings for any offence greater than 
that which the jailer may punish. Our respect 
for the committee will only allow us to say, that 
we hope this clause will be reconsidered. We 
beg leave to add, that there should be a return 
to the principal secretary of state of recomnut- 
ments as well as commitments. 

It is no mean pleasure to see this attention to 
jail-discipline travelling from] England to the 
^testable and despotic governments of the con- 
tinent,— to see the health and life of captives 
admiued to be of any importance, — to perceive 
that human creatures in dungeons are of more 
consequence than rats and black beetles. All 
this is new — is some little gained upon ty- 
ranny ; and for it we are indebted to the labours 
of the Prison Society. S:5till the state of prisons, 
on many parts of the continent, is shocking be- 
yond all description. 

It is a most inconceivable piece of cruelty and 
absurdity in the English law, that the prisoner's 
eoonsel, when he is tried for any capital felony, 
is not allowed to speak for him ; and this. we 
hope the new prison bill will correct. Nothing 
tan be more ridiculous in point of reasoning, or 
nore atrociously cruel and unjust in point of 
Ihet. Any namber of counsel may be employed 
lotake awaj tha pM>r man't lift. They art at 



full liberty to talk as k>nf aa they like; but not 
a syllable is to be altered in his defence— not a 
sentence to show why the prisoner is not to be 
hung. This practice is so utterly ridiculous to 
any body but lawyers (to whom nothing that is 
customary is ridiculous), that men not versant 
with courts of justice will not believe it. It \n^ 
indeed, so utterly inconsistent with the common 
cant of the humanity of the English law, that it 
is oAen considered to be the mistake of the nai^ 
rator, rather than the imperfection of the sys- 
tem. We must take this opportunity, therefore, 
of making a few observations on this very 
strange and anomalous practice; 

The common argument used in its defence ia 
that the judge is counsel for the prisoner. But 
the defenders of this piece of cruel and Imrbar- 
ous nonsense must first make their election, 
whether they consider the prisoner to be, by 
this arrangement, in a better, a wofse or an 
equally good situation as if his counsel were 
allowed to plead for him. If he is in a tcoraf 
situation, t&Ay is he so placed T Why is a man, 
in a solemn issue of life or death, deprived of 
any fair advantage which any suitor in any 
court of justice possesses^ This is a plea A 
guilty to the charge we make against the prao* 
tice; and its advocates, hj such concession, are 
put out of court But, if it is an advantage, or 
no disadvantage, whence comes it that the 
choice of this advantage, in the greatest of all 
human concerns, is not left to the party or to 
his friends! If the question concerns a foot- 
path—or a fat ox— every man may tell his own 
story, or employ a barrister to tell it for him. 
The law leaves the litigant to decide on the 
method most conducive to his own interest 
But, when the question is whether he is to Kve 
or die, it is at once decided for him that hia 
counsel are to be dumb ! And yet, so ignorant 
are men of their own interests, that there is not 
a single man tried who would not think it a 
great privilege if counsel were allowed to speak 
in his favour, and who would not be supremely 
happy to lay aside the fancied advantage of 
their silence. And this is true not merely ol 
ignorant men ; but there is not an Old Bailey 
barrister who would not rather employ another 
Old Bailey barrister to speak for himrtban en- 
joy the advantage (as the phrase is) of having 
the judge for his counsel.* But in what sense, 
aAer all, is the judge counsel for the prisoner! 
He states, in his summing up, facts as they 
have been delivered in evidence; and he tells 
the jury upon what points they are to decide: 
he mentions what facts are in favour of the 

f>risoner, and what bear against him; and he 
eaves the decision to the jury. Does he do 
more than this in favour of the prisoner! Does 
he misstate? does he mislead! does he bring 
forward arguments on one side of the question, 
and omit equally important arguments on the 
other! If so, he is indeed counsel for the pri- 
soner; but then who is judge! who takes care 
of the interests of the public? But the truth is, 
he does no such thing; he does merely what we 
have stated him to do; and would he do less, 
could he do less, if the prisoner's counsel spoke 
for him! If an argument was jn6t, or ah in- 
ference legitimate, he would not omit thV onii, or 
teAueflM eflier,heeattMihK|rfeiiMlli|f«K4lr 
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drawn in the speech of the prisoner's connsel. 
He would be no more prejadiced against the 
defendant in a criminal than in a civil suit He 
wonid select from the speeches of both counsel 
all that conld be fmrly urged for or against the 
defendant, and he would reply to their fallacious 
reasonings. The pure administration of justice 
requires of him, in either case, the same con- 
dncL Whether the whole bar spoke for the 
prisoner, or whether he was leA to defeud him- 
self, what can the judge do, or what ought he to 
do, but to state to the jury the facts as they are 
civen in evidence, and the impression these 
facts have made upon his own mind 1 In the 
mean time, while the prisoner's counsel have 
been compelled to be silent, the accuser's, the 
opposite party, have enjoyed an immense ad- 
vantage. In considering what bears against 
the prisoner, the judge has heard, not only the 
suggestions of his own understanding, but he 
has been exposed to the able and artful reason- 
ing of a practised advocate, who has been pre- 
viously instructed in the case of which the 
judge never heard a syllable before he came 
into court Suppose it to be a case depending 
upon circumstantial evidence; in how many 
new points of view may a man of genius have 

£ laced those circumstances, which would not 
ave occurred to the judge himself! How 
many inferences may he have drawn, which 
would have been unnoticed but for the efforts 
of a man whose bread and fame depend upon 
his exertions, and who has purposely, and on 
contract, flung the whole force of his under- 
standing into one scale ! In the mean time, the 
prisoner can say nothing, for he has not the gift 
of learned speech; his counsel can say nothing, 
though he has communicated with the prisoner, 
and could place the whole circumstances, per- 
haps, in the fairest and clearest point of view 
ibr the accused party. By the courtesy of Eng- 
land this is called jtM/tee — we in the north can- 
not admit of the correctness of the appellation. 
It seems utterly to be forgotten, in estimating 
this practice, that two understandings are better 
than one. The judge must inevitably receive manv 
new views against the prisoner by the speech 
of one counsel, and lose many views in favour 
of the prisoner by the silence of the other. We 
are not to suppose (like ladies going into court 
in an assize town) that the judge would have 
thought of every thmg which the counsel against 
the prisoner has said, and which the counsel 
for the prisoner would have said. The judge, 
wigged and robed as he is, is often very inferior 
in acuteness to either of the persons who are 
pleading under him — ^a cold, slow, parchment 
and precedent man, without passions or prse- 
cordia, — perhaps a sturdy brawler for church 
and king, — or a quiet man of ordinary abilities, 
steadily, though perhaps conscientiously, fol- 
lowing those in power through thick and thin — 
through right and wrong. Whence comes it 
that the method of getting at truth, which is so 
excellent on all common occasions, should be 
considered as so improper on the greatest of all 
occasions, where the lifeof a man is concerned! 
If an acre of land is to be lost or won, one man 
says all that can be said on one side of the ques- 
tion — another on the other; and the jury, aided 
I5r the impartiality of the judge, decide. The 



wit of man can devise no better method of disen- 
tangling difficulty, exposing falsehood, and de- 
tecting tru th. ** TtU me why lam hurried away to 
a premature deaths and no man suffered to spuJkm 
my defence, when at this very moment, and in my 
Jiearing, alt the eloquence of the bar, on the other 
side or your Justice hail, is employed in defending 
a path or a hedge? bafootcf land dearer to any 
man than my life is to mef The einl plaintiff has 
not trusted the smallest part of his fate or fa^ 
tune to his own efforts; and unu you grant me no 
assistance of superior wisdom, who have suffered a 
long famine to purchase it — who am broken by 
prtMn — broken by chains — and so shamed by this 
dress of guilt, and abashed by the presence of my 
supertorh, that I have no wards which you eowd 
hear without derision — that 1 could not give way 
for a moment to the fulness and agitation of my 
rude heart without moving your contempt? So 
spoke a wretched creature to a judge in our 
hearing! and what answer could be given but 
"Jailer, take him away 1" 

We are well aware that a great decency of 
language is observed by the counsel employed 
against the prisoner, in consequence of the 
silence imposed upon the opposite counsel ; but 
then, though there is a decency as far as con- 
cerns impassioned declamation, yet there is no 
restraint, and there can be no restraint, upon 
the reasoning powers of a counsellor. He may 
put together the circumstances of an imputed 
crime in the most able, artful and ingenious 
manner, without the slightest vehemence or 
passion. We have no objection to this, if any 
counter statement were permitted. We want 
only fair play. Speech for both sides, or speech 
for none. The first would be the wiser sybtem ; 
but the second would be clear from the intolera- 
ble cruelty of the present. We see no harm 
that would ensue, if both advocates were to fol- 
low their own plan without restraint. . Bui, if 
the feelings are to be excluded in all causes of 
this nature (which seems very absurd), then let 
the same restraint be exacted from both sides. 
It might very soon be established, as the eti- 
quette of the bar, that the pleadings on both 
sides were expected to be calm, and to consist 
of reasoning upon the facts. In high treason, 
where the partiality of the judge and power of 
the court are suspected, this absurd incapacity 
of being heard by counsel is removed. No 
body pretends to say, in such cases, that the 
judge would be counsel for the prisoner; aud 
yet, how many thousand cas^s are there in a 
free country which have nothing to do with high 
treason, and where the spirit of party, unknown 
to himself, may get possession of a judge? 
Suppose any trial for murder to have taken 
place in the Manchester riots, — will any man 
say that the conduct of many judges on such a 
question ought not to have been watched with 
the most jealous circumspection 1 Would any 
prisoner — would any fair mediator between the 
prisoner and the public— be satisfied at such a 
period with the axiom that the judge is counsel 
for the prisoner? We are not saying that there is 
no judge who might not be so trusted, but that 
all judges are not, at all times, to be so intrusted. 
We are not saying that any judge would wil- 
ftilly do wrong ; but that many might be led to 
do wrong by passions and prejudices of which 
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tbef were nneonscions ; and that the real safe- 
gtiard to the prisoner, the hest, the only safe- 
guard, is full liberty of speech for the counsel 
be has employed. 

What woald be the discipline of that hospi- 
tal where medical assistance was allowed in all 
trillinic complaints, and withheld in every case 
of real danger? where Bailey and Halford were 
lavished npon stomach-aches and refused in 
typhns fever? where the dying patient beheld 
the frreatest skill employed npon trifling evils of 
others, and was told, l)ecause his was a case of 
life and death, that the cook or the nurse was to 
be his physician? 

Suppose so intolerable an abuse (as the at- 
torney and solicitor-general would term it) had 
been established, and that a law for its correc- 
tion was now first proposed, entitled an Ad to 
pretfeni the Counsel for Prisoners from being heard 
in ikeir Defence/// 

What evil would result from allowing counsel 
to be heard in defence of prisoners ? Would 
too many people be hung from losing that valu- 
able counsellor, the judge ? or would too few 
people be hung? or would things remain much 
as they are at present ? We never could gel 
the admirers of this practice to inform us what 
the results would be of deviating from it ; and 
we are the more particularly curious upon this 
point, because our practice is decidedly the re- 
rerse, and we find no other results from it than 
a fair administration of criminal justice. In all 
criminal cases that require the intervention of 
a jury in 8c4>tland, a prisoner must have, 1st, a 
copy of the indictment, which must contain a 
mmnte specification of the offence charged; 
Sdly, A list of witnesses; 3dly, a list of the as- 
■ixe; and, 4thly, in every question that occurs, 
and in all addresses to the jury, the prisoner's 
counsel has the last word. Where is the boasted 
mercy of the English law after this ? 

The truth is, it proceeds from the error which, 
in all dark ages, pervades all codes of laws, of 
confounding the accused with the guilty. In the 
eariy part of our state trials, the prisoners were 
not allowed to bring evidence against the wit- 
nesses of the crown. For a long period after 
this, the witnesses of the prisoner were not suf- 
fered to be examined upon oath. One piece of 
cruelly and folly has given way after another. 
Each has been defended by the attorney and 
solicitor-general for the time, as absolutely 
necessary to the existence of the state, and the 
most perfect performance of our illustrious an- 
cestors. The last grand hope of every foolish 
person is the silence of the prisoner's counseL 
In the defence of this, it will be seen what stu- 
pidity driven to despair can achieve. We beg 
pardon for this digression; but flesh and blood 
cannot endure the nonsense of lawyers upon 
thill sobjecl. 

The society have some very proper remarks 
upon the religious instructions of the chaplain — 
aa appointment of vast importance and utility; 
mfortunately very ill paid, and devolving en- 
tirely upon the lower clergy. It is said that the 
present Bishop of Gloucester, Dr. Ryder, goes 
info jails and busies himself with the temporal 
wretchedness and the eternal welfare of the 
prisoners. If this is so, it does him great 
iMNMMn*, and is a noble exaioplt to all ranks of 



clergy who are subject to him. Above all, do 
not let us omit the following beautiful anecdote, 
while we are talking of good and pious men. 

" The committee cannot refrain from extract- 
ing from the report of the Paris Society, the 
interesting anecdote of the excellent PAre Jous- 
sony, who being sent, by the Consul at Algiers, 
to minister to the slaves, fixed his residence in 
their prison; and, during a period of thirty 
years, never quitted his post Being compelled 
to repair to France, for a short period, he re- 
turned again to the prison, and at length resign- 
ed his breath in the midst of those for whose 
interests he had laboured, and who were dearer 
to him than life."— /Zcpor/, p. 80. 

It seems to be a very necessary part of the 
prison system, that any poor person, when ac- 
quitted, should be passed to his parish ; and 
that all who are acquitted should be immediate^ 
liberated. At present, a prisoner, after acquit- 
tal, is not liberated till the grand jury are dis- 
missed,* in case (as it is said) any more biHs 
should be preferred against him. This is really 
a considerable hardship; and we do not see, 
npon the same principle, why the prisoner majr 
not be detained for another assize. To justify 
such a practice, notice should, at all evenis, Be 
given to the jailer of intention to prefer other 
charges against him. To detain a man who is 
acquitted of all of which he has been accused, 
and who is accused of nothing more, merely 
because he may be accused of something more, 
seems to be a great perversion of justice. The 
greatest of all prison improvements, however, 
would be the delivery of jails four times in the 
year. It would save expense; render justice 
more terrible, by rendering it more prompt; 
facilitate classification, by lessening numbers ; 
keep constantly alive, in the minds of wicked 
men, the dread of the law ; and diminish the 
unjust sufferings of those who, after long im- 
prisonment, are found innocent. 

•* Prom documents," says Mr. Western, "upon 
the table of the House of Commons in 1819, 1 
drew out an account, which I have already ad- 
verted to in part, but which I shall restate here, 
as it places, in a strong point of view, the ex- 
tent of injustice, and inconsistency, too, arising 
out of the present system. It appeared that, at 
the Maidstone Lent Assizes of that year there 
were one hundred and seventy-seven prisoners 
for trial ; of these, seventeen were in prison be- 
fore the 1st of October, eighty-three before the 
1st of January, the shortest period of confine- 
ment before trial being six months of the former, 
three months of the latter. Nothing can show 
us more plainly the injustice of such confine- 
ment than the known fact of six months' impri- 
sonment being considered a sufficient punish- 
ment for half the felonies that are committed* 
but the case is stronger, when we consider the 
number acquitted; seventeen of the twenty-seven 
first mentioned were acquitted, nine of the seven 
teen were discharged, not being prosecuted, of 
having no bill found against them. On the 
other side it appeared, that twenty-five con 
victed felons were sentenced to six months* im 
prisonment, or under, the longest period of 
whose confinement did not, therefore, exceed 
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Ihe shortest of iho a cf cn tc ctt aeqoitied, or that 
of tlie Bine, against wbom no charge was ad> 
doeed ; there were three, who, after being about 
seren nKioths in prison, were then discharged, 
whilst varions .convicted feions soflered six- 
aerenths onlj of the panishment, incloding the 
time before trial as well as after condemnation. 
Bjr the returns from the Lent Assizes at Chelms- 
fbrd, the same year, the cases were not less 
striking than those of Maidstone: the total num- 
herwas one hundred and sixty-six; of these, 
tweniy-£ve were in prison before the 1st of Oc- 
tober, of whom eleyen were acquitted, and €>f 
the^ eleven, six were discharged without any 
indictment preferred; two were in prison eight 
months; three, seven months and fifteen days. 
three, six months and fifteen days. On the other 
hand, sixteen convicted of felony, were consi- 
dered to be sufficiently punished by imprisonment 
finder six months, tjpon the whole, it appeared 
that four hundred and five persons had been in 
gaol before the 1st of October, whilst eight hun- 
dred convicted felons were sentenced to a lighter 
punishment, to a shorter duration of imprison- 
ment, than these four hundred and five had ac- 
tually undergone. 

'*It is a curious fact, that, upon an average, 
more than one-third of the total number com- 
mitted for trial are acquitted. In the seven 
vears ending 1819, seventy-two thousand two 
hundred and sixteen persons were committed; 
of these, fourteen thousand two hundred and 
ninety-one were acquitted on trial, eleven thou- 
sand two hundred and seventy-four were dis- 
charged, there being no prosecutions, or no bills 
found against them. This large proportion of 
acquittals aggravates the evil and injustice of 
long confinement before trial; but were it other- 
wise, what possible right can we have to detain 
a man in custody six months, upon any charge 
exhibited against him, before he is brought to 
trial 1 What excuse or palliation can be found 
for 50 barbarous a violation of all the principles 
of justice and humanityl How contemptible 
it is, by way of defence, to talk of the inexpe- 
diency of increasing the number of ihe judges, 
the expense, inconvenience, trouble, dec.! It is 
wrong to contend with such arguments against 
the unanswerable claims of justice, as it is only 
to admit they are entitled to weight. The fact 
is, we are so completely under the influence of 
habitual respect for established practice, that 
we do not stop to question the possibility of the 
existence of any serious defects in the adminis- 
tration of the law that can be capable of remedy. 
The public attention has never been earnestly 
and steadily fixed and devoted to the attainment 
of a better system." — Western, pp. 80—83. 

The public cannot be too grateful to Mr. 
Western for his labours on this subject. We 
strongly recommend his tract for general cir- 
culation. It is full of stout good sense, without 
one particle of nonsense or fanaticism : — good 
English stoflf; of the most improved and best 
sort. Lord Londonderry has assented to the 
measure; and his assent does him and the 
government very great credit. It is a measure 
of fii*st-rate importance. The multiplicity of 
imprisonments is truly awful. 

Within the distance of ten miles round Lon- 
dpn, ibiri^'OUB lain an *"*^"BHf haU, which 



coatiatte eif^ty daja wiihim iha apaoe of -t 
OKmtha. The cfiaet of these fiura, 
the prisons of the ■MtropoUa, k is easy to i 
gine; and the topic is very wis^ ai ' 
brought tortnrd bj the society. 

Nothing can be so absurd as the waasaiag 
■sed about Jink famet, They are aa flend to 
exist, it seems, because it is easy to the ofioeia 
of jnstke to fi^d, in soeh plaees, the priaosen 
of whom they are in search ! Bat tha ntf 
place where the thief is fimnd is BMatjtrohahlg 
the place which made him a thieC If it teib* 
talfes the search, it creates the aeoeaaity te 
searching, and multiplies gnUt while it pro- 
motes detection. Wherever thieves are kaava 
to haunt, that place ahookL be instantly puffsd 
of thieves. 

We have pushed this article lo a le^lh 
which will prevent ns from dwelling npoa that 
part of the plan of the Prison Society which 
embraces the reformation of juvenile delin- 
quents, of whom it is calculated there art 
not less than 8000 in London who gain their 
livelihood by thieving. To this subject we 
may, perhaps, refer in some future number. 
We must content ourselves at present with a 
glimpse at the youthful criminals of the metro- 
polis. 

** Upon a late occasion (in company with Mr. 
Samuel Hoare, the chairman of the Society for 
the Reform of Juvenile Delinquents), I visited, 
about midnight, many of those receptacles of 
thieves which abound in this metropolis. We 
selected the night of that day in which an exe- 
cution had taken place; and our object was, to 
ascertain whether that terrible demonstration 
of rigour could operate even a short suspen. 
sion of iniquity, and keep for a single nigh 
the votaries of crime from their accustomed 
orgies. In one room, I recollect, we found a 
large number of children of both sexes, the 
oldest under eighteen years of age, and in the 
centre of these a man who had l^n described 
to me by the police as ofie of the laiigest sellers 
of forged bank-notes. At another part, we were 
shown a number of buildings, into which only 
children were allowed to enter, and in which, 
if you could obtain admission, which you can- 
not, you would see scenes of the most flagrant, 
the most public, and the most shocking de- 
bauchery. Have I not, then, a right to say, 
that you are growing crimes at a terrible rate^ 
and producing those miscreants who are to dis- 
turb the public peace, plunder the public pro- 
perty, and to become the scourge and the dis- 
grace of the country!" — Buxton, pp. 66, 67. 

Houses dedicated to the debauchery of chil- 
dren, where it is impossible to enter ! ! ! Whence 
comes this impossibility! 

To show that their labours are not needleasly 
continued, the society make the following state- 
ment of the present state of prisons:— 

** But although these considerations are highly 
encouraging, there is yet much to accomplish 
in this work of national improvement 8o ex^ 
tensive are the defects of classification, that in 
thirty gaols, constructed for the confinement of 
2985 persons, there were, at one time in the last 
year, no fewer than 6837 prisoners; and the 
whole number imprisoned it those gaolSt dnr- 
isf lhaftfaried,aBieaBtedtoia,7M Thaiaaia 
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jei prisons where idleness and its attendant 
erils reign nnrestrained — where the sexes are 
HOC separated— where all distinctions of crime 
are eonfonnded — where few can enter, if ancor- 
rupted, without pollution ; and, if gailty, with- 
ont ioeurring deeper stains of crimioaliiji'— 
There are yet prisons which receire not the 
moos Tisits of a Christian minister— which the 
light of knowledge never enters — and where 
t& troths and consolations of the Gospel are 
never heard<— There are yet prisons where, for 
the socarity of the prisoners, measures are re- 
sorted to as revolting to British feeling as they 
are repugnant to. the spirit and letter of Eoglish 
law."— JKqporf, pp. 63, 64. 

With this statement we take our leave of the 
•object of prisons, thoroughly convinced that, 
finee the oays of their cleanliness and salu- 



brity, they have been so managed as to become 
the great school for crimes and wretchedness ; 
and that the public, though beginning to awake, 
are not yet sufficiently aware of this fact, and 
sufficiently alarmed at it. Mrs. Fry is an ami- 
able, excellent woman, and ten thousand times 
belter than the infamous neglect that preceded 
her; but hers is not the me&od to stop crimes. 
In prisons, which are really meant to keep the 
multitude in order, and to be a terror to evil 
doers, there must be no sharing of profits — no 
visiting of friends — no education but religions 
education — no freedom of diet — no weavers* 
looms or carpenters' benches. There must be 
a great deal of solitude ; coarse food ; a dress 
of shame ; hard, incessant, irksome, eternal la- 
bour; a planned and regulated and unrelenting 
exclusion of happiness and comfort 



m 
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PERSECUTING BISHOPS/ 

[Edinburoh Revuw, 1S22.] 



It is a great point in any question to clear 
away encumbrances, and to make a naked 
circle about the object in dispute, so that there 
may be a clear view of it on every side. In 
pursuance of this disencumbering process, we 
shall first acquit the bishop of all wrong inten- 
tions. He has a very bad opinion of the prac- 
tical effects of high Calvinistic doctrines upon 
the common people ; and he thinks it his duty 
to exclude those clergymen who profess them 
from his diocese. There is no moral wrong 
in this. He has accordingly devised no fewer 
than eighty-seven interrogatories, by which he 
thinks he can detect the smallest taint of Cal- 
vinism that may lurk in the creed of the can- 
didate; and in this also, whatever we may 
think of his reasoning, we suppose his pur- 
pose to be blameless. He believes, finally, 
that he has legally the power so to in- 
terrogate and exclude; and in this perhaps 
he is not mistaken. His intentions, then, are 
good, and his conduct, perhaps, not amenable 
to the law. All this we admit in his favour: 
but against him we must maintain, that his 
conduct upon the points in dispute has been 
singularly injudicious, extremely harsh, and, 
in its effects (though not in its intentions), 
very oppressive and vexatious to the clergy. 

We have no sort of intention to avail our- 
selves of an anon3rmous publication to say 
unkind, uncivil, or disrespectful things to a 
man of rank, learning, and character — we 
hope to be guilty of no such impropriety; but 
we cannot believe we are doing wrong in 
ranging ourselves on the weaker side, in the 
cause of propriety and justice. The mitre 
protects its wearer from indignity ; but it does 
not secure impunity. 

It is a strong presumption that a man is 
wrong, when all his friends, whose habits na- 

*\. Jin Jippeal to th« Le/fislatnre and Pmhlic; or, the Le- 
ralUjf of the Eighty-Beven Questions proposed fry Dr. Her- 
bert Margh, the Bishop of PeUrhorough, to Candidates for 
Holy Ordern, and for Licenses, within that Diocese^ consi- 
dered. Sd Edition London, Seely, 1831. 

3. ^ Sneech, delivered in the House of I^rds, on Friday, 
June 7, 1822 by Herbert, Lord Bishop of Peterborouffh^ on 
the Presentation of a Petition a/rainst his Examination 
Questions : vith Explanatory Jfotes, a Supplement, and a 
Copy of the Questions. Lonilon, Rivintrton. 1822. 

3 The Wrongs of the L lergy of the Diocese of Peterbo- 
rough stated and illustrated. By the Rev. T. S. Grim- 
AHAWR, M A., Rector of Burton, Northamptonshire ; and 
Vicar of Biddenham, Bedfordshire. London, Seely, 1823. 
• 4. Episcopal innovation : or, the Test of Modem Ortho- 
doxy^ tn Eifhty-seven Questions, imposed, as .Articles of 
FaitL, upon Candidates for Licenses and for Holy Orders, 
in the Diocese of Peterborough ; with a distinct Answer to 
each Question, and General Refiections Relative to their H- 
l^g^ Structure and Pernicious Tendency. London, Seely, 

ft. Qflieial Correspondence between the Right Rev. Her- 
bert, Lord Bishop of Peterborough, and the Rev. John 
Oresn, respecting his Jfomination to the Curacy of Bla- 
thsneveks, in the Dioesse of PeUrborough, and County of 
JTortUmpton : AUo, batwotn His Oract CharUs, Lord 
AirJkMtMiw ^ Cantirhwrjh •nd tka R§v. Htnru mUimm 
jVim£0^Arj:,f0a^ofhatAtn^tp^ 



I tnrally lead them to coincide with him, think 
him wrong. If a man were to indulge in 
taking medicine till the apothecary, the drug- 
gist, and the physician, all called upon him to 
abandon his philo-cathartic propensities — if he 
were to gratify his convivial habits till the 
landlord demurred and the waiter shook his 
head — we should naturally imagine that ad- 
vice so wholly disinterested was not given be- 
fore it was wanted, and that it merited some 
little attention and respect Now, though the 
Bench of Bishops certainly love power, and 
love the church, as well as the Bishop of 
Peterborough, yet not one defended him — not 
one rose to say, "I have done, or I would do 
the same thing." It was impossible to be pre- 
sent at the last debate on this question, without 
perceiving tliat his lordship stood alone — and 
th:3 in a very gregarious profession, that har 
bitually combines and butts against an oppo- 
nent with a very extended front If a lawyer 
is wounded, the rest of the profession pursue 
him, and put him to death, ^f a churchman is 
hurt, the others gather round for his protection, 
stamp with their feet, push with their boms, 
and demolish the dissenter who did the mis- 
chief. 

The bishop has at least done a very un- 
usual thing in his Eighty-seven Questions. 
The two archbishops, and we believe every 
other bishop, and all the Irish hierarchy, ad- 
mit curates into their dioceses without any 

'■ such precautions. The necessity of such se- 

^ vere and scrupulous inquisition, in short, has 
been apparent to nobody but the Bishop of 
Peterborough ; and the authorities by which he 
seeks to justify it are any thing but satisfac- 
tory. His lordship states, that forty years ago, 
he was himself examined by written inter- 
rogatories, and that he is not the only bishop 
who has done it; but he mentions no names; 
and it was hardly worth while to state such 
extremely slight precedents for so strong a de- 
viation from the common practice of the 
church. 

The bishop who rejects a curate upon Uie 
Eighty-seven Questions is necessarily and in- 
evitably opposed to the bishop who ordained 
him. The Bishop of Gloucester ordains a 
young man of twenty-three years of age, not 
thinking it necessary to put to him these inter- 
rogatories, or putting them perhaps, and ap- 
proving of answers diametrically opposite tt> 
those that are required by the Bishop of Peter- 
borough. The young clergyman then comet 
to the last-mentioned bishop, and the bishop, 
after putting him to ike oue^iwriy says, "You 
are unfit for a clergyman,^' — though, ten da^s 
before, the Bishop of Gloucester has made him 
one I It is bad enough for ladies to pull caps, 
but still worse for bishops to' pull mitres. 

I I^g\]kdn%cw^ia mQt« mischievous or indecent 
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fluui such scenes; and no man of common 
pmdence, or knowledge of the world, but must 
see that they ought immediately to be put a 
stop to. If a man is a captain in the army in 
one part of England, he is a captain in all. ! 
The general who commands north of the | 
Tweed does not say, You shall never appear 
in my district, or exercise the functions of an 
oflicer, if you do not answer eighty-seven 
questions on the art of war, according to my 
notions. The same officer who commands a 
■hip of the line in the Mediterranean, is con- 
sidered as equal to the same office in the 
Korth Seas. The sixth commandment is sus- 
pended, hj one medical diploma, from the 
north of England to the south. But, by this 
new system of interrogation, a man may be 
admitted into orders at Bamet, rejected at 
Stevenage, re-admitted at Brogden, kicked out 
as a Calvinist at Witham Common, and hail- 
ed as an ardent Arminian on his arrival at 
ToA. 

It matters nothing to say that sacred things 
most not be compared with profane. In their 
importance, we allow^ they cannot; but in their 
order and discipline they may be so far com- 
pared as to say, that the discrepancy and con- 
tention which would be disgraceful and per- 
nicious in worldly aflairs, should, in common 
5'nidence,be avoided in the affairs of religion. 
Er. Greenough has made a map of England, 
according to its geological varieties; — ^blue for 
the chalk, green for the clay, red for the sand, 
and so forth. Under this system of Bishop 
Marsh, we must petition for the assistance of 
the geologist in the fabrication of an ecclesias- 
tical map. All the Arminian districts must 
be purple. Green for one theological extre- 
mity — sky-blue for another — as many colours 
as there are bishops — as many shades of these 
colours as there are archdeacons — a tailor's 
pattern card — the picture of vanity, fashion, 
and caprice! 

The bishop seems surprised at the resist- 
ance he meets with ; and yet, to what purpose 
has he read ecclesiastical history, if he expects 
to meet with any thing but the most determined 
opposition 1 Does he think that every sturdy su- 
pralapsarian bullock whom he tries to sacrifice 
to the genius of orthodoxy, will not kick, and 
push, and toss; that he will not, if he eariy 
shake the axe from his neck, and hurl his 
mitred butcher into the airl His lordship has 
undertaken a task of which he little knows the 
labour or the end. We know these men fully 
as well as the bishop ; he has not a chance of 
success against them. If one motion in Par- 
liament will not do, they will have twenty. 
They will ravage, roar, and rush, till the very 
chaplains, and the masters and Misses Peter- 
borough request his lordship to desist He is 
fa&nng up a storm in the English church, of 
which he has not the slightest conception; 
and which will end, as it ought to end, in his 
lordship's disgrace and defeat 

The longer we live, the more we are con- 
▼inced of the justice of the old saying, that an 
minee of mother wit is worth a pound of clergy ; 
diat discretion, gentle manners, common sense, 
and good nature, are, in men of high ecclesias- 
tidd fWanAi of far greater importance than 



the greatest skill in discriminating between 
sublapsarian and supralapsarian doctrines. 
Bishop Marsh should remember, that all men 
wearing the mitre work by character, as well 
as doctrine; that a tender regard to men*s 
rights sLnd feelings, a desire to avoid sacred 
squabbles, a fondness for quiet, and an ardent 
wish to make everybody happy, would be of 
far more value to the Church of England than 
all his learning and vigilance of inquisition. 
The Irish tithes will probably fall next session 
of Parliament; the common people are regu- 
larly receding from the Church of England — 
baptizing, burying, and confirming for them- 
selves. Under such circumstances, what 
would the worst enemy of the English church 
require t—a bitter, bustling, theological bishop, 
accused by his clergy of tyranny and oppress 
sion — the cause of daily petitions and daily 
debates in the House of Commons — the idone- 
ous* vehicle of abuse against the Establish- 
ment — a stalking-horse to bad men for the 
introduction of revolutionary opinions, mis- 
chievous ridicule, and irreligious feelings. 
Such will be the advantages which Bishop 
Marsh will secure for the English Establish- 
ment in the ensuing session. It is inconceiv- 
able how such a prelate shakes all the upper 
works of the church, and ripens it for dissolu- 
tion and decay. Six such bishops, multiplied 
by eighty-seven, and working with five hun- 
dred and twenty-two questions, would fetch 
every thing to the ground in less than six 
months. But what if it pleased Divine Provi- 
dence to afflict every prelate with the spirit of 
putting eighty-seven queries, and the two 
archbishops with the spirit of putting twice as 
many, and the Bishop of Sodor and Man with 
the spirit of putting only forty-three queries 1 — 
there would then be a grand total of two thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty-five interroga- 
tions flying about the English church; and 
sorely vexed would the land be with Question 
and Answer. 

We will suppose this learned prelate, with- 
out meanness or undue regard to his worldly 
interests, to feel that fair desire of rising in his 
profession, which any man, in any profession, 
may feel without disgrace. Does he forget that 
his character in the ministerial circles will 
soon become that of a violent, impracticable 
man — whom it is impossible to place in the 
highest situations — who has been trusted with 
too much already, and must be trusted with no 
morel Ministers have something else to do 
with their time, and with the time of Parlia- 
ment, than to waste them in debating squabbles 
between bishops and their clergy. They natu- 
rally wish, and, on the whole, reasonably 
expect, that every thing should go on silently 
and quietly in the church. They have no ob- 
jection to a learned bishop ; but they deprecate 
one atom more of learning than is compatible 
with moderation, good sense, and the soundest 
discretion. It must be the grossest ignorance 
of the world to suppose, that the cabinet has 
any pleasure in watching Calvinists. 

The bishop not only puts the question, but 
he actually assigns the limits within which 
they are to be answered. 8^a!&«^ ^\«\^^V^^*^ 
paper of in\etto^a\\on%, \» ^\^c^ VvbCw*' ^^ 
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is to be confined ; — ^two inches to ori- 
ginal sin; an inch and a half to justification; 
tlnee qaaiters to predestination ; and to free 
will only a quarter of an inch. Bat if his lord- 
ship gives them an inch they will take an ell. 
His lordship is himself a theological writer, 
and hy no means remarkable for his concise- 
ness. To deny space to his brother theologians, 
who are writing on the most difficult subjects, 
not from choice, but necessity; not for fame, 
but for bread; and to award rejection as the 
penalty of prolixity, does appear to us no slight 
deviation from Christian gentleness. The 
tyranny of calling for such short answers is 
noery strikingly pointed out in a letter from Mr. 
Thurtell to the Bishop of Peterborough ; the 
afyle of which pleads, we think, very power- 
fnlly in favour of the writer. 

•*Becclet, Suffolk^ Jugutt 2Stk, 1821. 

**My Lord — ^I ought, in the first place, to 
apologise for delaying so long to answer your 
lordship's letter : but the difiiculty in which I 
was involved, by receiving another copy of 
your lordship's Questions, with positive direc- 
tions to give short answers, may be sufficient to 
account for that delay. 

** It is my sincere desire to meet your lord- 
ship's wishes, and to obey your lordship's di- 
rections in every particular; and* I would 
therefore immediately have returned answers, 
without any * restrictions or modifications,' to 
the Questions which your lordship has thought 
fit to send me, if, in so doing, I could have dis- 
charged the obligations of my conscience, by 
showing what my opinions really are. But it 
appears to me, that the Questions proposed to 
me by your lordship are so constructed as to 
elicit only two sets of opinions ; and that by 
answering them in so concise a manner, I 
should be representing myself to your lordship 
as one who believes in either of two particular 
creeds, to neither of which I do really subscribe. 
For instance, to answer Question I. chap, ii., in 
the manner your lordship desires, I am reduced 
to the aliemative of declaring, either that * man- 
kind are a mass of mere corruption,' which 
expresses more than I intend, or of leaving 
room for the inference, that they are only par^ 
iiaUtf corrupt, which is opposed to the plainest 
declarations of the Homilies; such as these, 
'Man is altogether spotted and defiled' (Hom.on 
Nat), * without a tpark of goodness in him* 
(derm, on Mis. of Man, &c.). 

"Again, by answering the Questions com- 
prised in the chapter on •Free Will,' according 
to your lordship's directions, I am compelled 
to acknowledge either that man has such a 
. share in the work of his own salvation as to 
exclude the $ole agency of God, or that he has 
no share whatever; when the Homilies for Ro- 
gation Week and Whitsunday positively de- 
clare, that God is the 'only Worker,' or, in 
other words, tole Agent ; and at the same time 
assign to man a certain share in the work of 
his own salvation. In short, I could, with your 
lordship's permission, point out twenty Ques- 
tions, involving doctrines of the utmost im- 
portance, which I am unable to answer, so as to 
mmvejrmyreal Mfltiments, without more room 



«In this view of the subject, therefore, an£ 
in the most deliberate exercise of my jodgment 
I deem it indispensable to my acting with that 
candour and truth with which it is my wish 
and duty to act, and with which I cannot but 
believe your lordship desires I should act, te 
state my opinions in that language which ex 
presses them most fully, plainly, and nnre* 
servedly. This I have endeavoured to do in 
the answers now in the possession of yoni 
lordship. If any further explanation be re- 
quired, I am most willing to give it, even to a 
minuteness of opinion beyond what the Ani> 
cles require. At the same time, I would hnmbljr 
and respectfully appeal to your lordship's,catt- 
dour, whether U i$ not hard to demand my dtei^d 
opinion upon pointe which have been the iketne§ 9f 
volumti ; upon which the moU pioia and karmtd 
men of the church have conseientioualif differed; euid 
upon which the jirticlet m the judgment of Bitkap 
Burnet have pronounced no definite eentente. To 
those Articles, my lord, I have already aob- 
scribed ; and I am willing again to aabscribe 
to every one of them, * in its literal and graia- 
matical sense,' according to his majesty'a decla- 
ration prefixed to them. 

**I hope, therefore, in consideration of the 
above statement, that your lordship will not 
compel me, by the conciseness of ray answera 
to assent to the doctrines which I do not be- 
lieve, or to expose myself to inferences which 
do not fairly and legitimately follow from my 
opinions. ** I am, my Lord, &c te." 

We are not much acquainted with the pra&> 
tices of courts of justice; but, if we remember 
right, when a man is going to be banged, the 
judge lets him make his defence in his own 
way, without complaining of its length. We 
should think a Christian bishop might be 
equally indulgent to a man who is going to be 
ruined. The answers are required to be clear, 
concise, and correct — short, plain, and positiTe. 
In other words, a poor curate, extremely agitated 
at the idea of losing his livelihood, is required 
to write with brevity and perspicnihr on the foK 
lowing subjects ; — Redemption by Jeans Christ 
— Original Sin — Free Will— Justification-— Jns- 
tification in reference to its canses— Jostifica- 
tion in reference to the time when it taket 
place— Everlasting Salvation — ^Predestination 
— ^Regeneration on the New Birth— Renova- 
tion, and the Holy Trinity. As a specimen of 
these questions, the answer to which is required 
to be so brief and clear, we shall insert the fol- 
io wing quotation: — 

" Section IL — Of Juttijicatum in rtfermm ft iti 
tcaue. 

'* I. Does not the eleventh Anide declare, that 
we are * justified by Faith wnJt^f 

** 3. Does not the expression * Faith oaly* darhra 
additional strength from the negative e» 
pression in the same Article *aad «t for 
our own works V 

** 3. Does not therefore the eleventh Article c» 
dude good works iVom all share in the oAce 
of Justifying 1 Or can we so construe the 
term * Faith' in that Article, aa to maba it 
indude good works 1 

"4. Do not the twelfth and thirteenth Arttotei 
fiB/ther axdiida dnB, tha obb tagr i 
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Am good works foilow after JasUfieation, 
tiM other by maintaining that they cannot 
jwwfdiritl 
*'•. Can that, which never precedes an effect, 
be reckoned among tht ea%usa of that effect? 
"^6. Can we then, consistently with our Articles, 
reckon the performance of good works 
among the cautn of Justification, whatever 
qoalifying epithet be used with the term 
tmuf 
We entirely deny that the Calvinistical 
eleigy are bad members of their profession. 
We mainfkin that as many instances of good, 
aerioQs, and pious men — of persons zealously 
iBtevesting themselves in the temporal and 
apiritaal welfare of their parishioners are to 
be foond among them, as among the clergy 
who pat an opposite interpretation on the 
Articles. The Articles of Religion are older 
than Arminianism, eo nomint. The early re- 
formers leant to Calvinism ; and would, to a 
naa, have answered the bishop's questionsrin 
a way which would have induced him to refuse 
tktm ordination and curacies ; and those who 
irew up the Thirty-nine Articles, if they had 
Dot prudently avoided all precise interpretation 
of their creed on free-will, necessity, absolute 
decrees, original sin, reprobation, and election, 
would have, in all probability, given an inter- 
pretation of them like that which the bishop 
•OQsiders as a disqualification for holy orders. 
Laod*8 Lambeth Articles were illegal, mis- 
ehieTOQa, and are generally condemned. The 
Irish elergy in 1641 drew up one hundred and 
Icrar articles as the creed 'of their church ; and 
tliesa are Calvinistic, and not Arminian. They 
were approved and signed by Usher, and never 
alq^red by him ; though dropped as a test or 
qnlifleation. Usher was promoted (even in 
ttie days of Arminianism) to bishoprics and 
arekhishoprics — so little did a Calvinistic inter- 
prelatioB of the Articles in a man's own breast, 
or erea an avowal of Calvinism, beyond what 
waa required by the Articles, operate even then 
mm a disqnalification for the cure of souls, or 
of any other of&ce in the church. Throughout 
Ckartes H. and William IIL's time, the best 
nea ^d greatest names of the church pot only 
aUowad Utitude in interpreting the Articles, 
bnt thought it would be wise to diminish their 
samber, and render them more lax than they 
are; and be it observed, that these latitudioa- 
Tiana leant lo Arminianism rather than to high 
CSalTiaiam ; and thought, consequently, that the 
Articles, if objectionable at all, were exposed 
to the censure of being ''too Calvinistic," 
father than too Arminian. How preposterous, 
therefore, to twist them, and the subscription 
fa dieaa required by law, by the machinery of 
a loB^ atring of explanatory questions, into a 
barriar against Calvinists, and to give the 
jknaiaiana a monopoly in the church ! 

Arahbtshop Wake, in 1716, after consulting 
all the bishops then attending Parliament, 
teoght it incumbent on him **to employ the 
■rtyrify wkUk tke ecclesiaetical lawe then inforee^ 
mad tke emeiom and laum of the realm^ vfeted in hiniy* 
aad taking care that ** no unworthy penon might 
htreafUr be adnaUed into the eaered ntinietry of the 
ekmnkf* 9nd he drew up twelve recommeoda- 
HoM m te hUope of Bni^d^ in wihieh ho 



earnestly exhorts them not to ordain persona 
of bad conduct or character, or incompetent 
learning; but he does not require from the 
candidates for holy orders or preferment, any 
explanation whatever of the Articles which 
they had signed. 

The correspondence of the same eminent 
prelate with Professor Turretin in 1718, and 
with Mr. Le Clerc and the pastors and profes- 
sors of Geneva in 1719, printed in London, 
1782, recommends union among Protestants, 
and the omission of controverted points in 
confessions of faith, as a means of obtaining 
that union ;. and a constant reference to the 
practice of the Church of England is made in 
elucidation of the charity and wisdom of such 
policy. Speaking of men who act upon *a 
contrary principle he says, O quantum potuit ^ 
ineana ^iXdtvTix ! 

These passages, we think, are conclusive 
evidence of the practice of the church till 
1719. For Wake was not only at the time 
Archbishop of Canterbury, but both ip his 
circular recommendations to the bishops .of 
England, and in his correspondence with fo- 
reign churches, was acting in the capacity of 
metropolitan of the Anglican church. He, a 
man of prudence and learning, publicly boasts 
to Protestant Europe, that his church does noi 
exact, and that he de facto has never avowed, 
and never will, his opinions on those very 
points upon which Bishop Marsh obliges every 
poor curate to be explicit, upon pain of expui' 
sion from the church. 

It is clear, then, the practice was, to extract 
subscription and nothmg else, as the test of 
orthodoxy — ^to that Wake is an evidence. As 
far as he is authority on a point of opinion, it • 
is his conviction that his practice was whole* 
some, wise, and intended to preserve peace in 
the church; that it would be wrong at least, 
if not illegal, to do otherwise ; and that the ob- 
servance ofjhis forbearance is the only method 
of preventing schism. The Bishop of Peter- 
borough, however, is of a different opinion; 
he is so thoroughly convinced of the pernicious 
effects of Calvinistic doctrines, that he does 
what no other bishop does, or ever did do, for 
their exclusion. This may be either wise or 
injudicious, but it is at least zealous and bold; 
it is to encounter rebuke, and opposition, from 
a sense of duty. It is impossible to deny this 
merit to his lordship. And we have no doubt, 
that, in pursuance of the same theological 
gallantry, he is preparing a set of interroga- 
tories for those clergymen who are presented 
to benefices in his diocese. The patron will 
have his action of Q^are impedit^ it is true; and 
the judge and jury will decide whether the 
bishop has the right of interrogation at all; 
and whether Calvinistical answers to his inter- 
rogatories disqualify any man from holding 
preferment in the Church of England. If 
either of these points are given against the 
Bishop of Peterborough, he is in honour and 
conscience bound to give up his examination 
of curates. If Calvinistic ministers are, in the 
estimation of the bishops, so dangerous as 
curates, they are of course m uch more dangerouM 
as rectors and vicara. Ha baa aatK<a.^xMB^\.M> 
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pass over the greater danger, and gnard against 
the less! Why does he not show his zeal 
when he would run some risk, and where the 
excluded person (if excluded unjustly) could 
appeal to the laws of his country ? If his con- 
duct is just and right, has he any thing to fear 
from that appeal 1 What should we say of a 
police officer who acted in all cases of petty 
larceny, where no opposition was made, and 
let off all persons guilty of felony who threat- 
ened to knock him down ? If the hishop values 
his own character, he is bound to do lessi — or 
to do more. God send his choice may be right ! 
The law, as it stands at present, certainly af- 
fords very unequal protection to rector and 
to curate; but if the bishop will not act so as 
to improve the law, the law must be so changed 
as to improve the bishop ; an action of Quare 
imptdit must be given to the curate also — and 
then the fury of interrogation will be calmed. 

We are aware that the Bishop of Peterbo- 
rough, in his speech, disclaims the object of 
excluding the Calvinists by this system of in- 
terrogation. We shall take no other notice of 
his disavowal, than expressing our sincere 
regret that he ever made it ; but the question 
is not at all altered by the intention of the inter- 
rogator. Whether he aims at the Calvinists 
only, or includes them with other heterodox 
respondents — the fact is, they ar% included in 
the proscription, and excluded from the church. 
The practical effect of the practice being, that 
mea are driven out of the church, who have 
as much right to exercise the duties of cler- 
gymen as the bishop himself. If heterodox 
opinions are the great objects of the- bishop's 
apprehensions, he has his ecclesiastical courts, 
where regular process may bring the offender 
to punishment, and from whence there is no ap- 
peal to higher courts. This would be the fair 
thing to do. The curate and the bishop would 
be brought into the light of day, and subjected 
to the wholesome restraint of publjc opinion. 

His lordship boasts that he has excluded 
only two curates. So the Emperor of Hayti 
boasted that he had only cut off two persons* 
heads for disagreeable behaviour at his table. 
In spite of the paucity of the visitors executed, 
the example operated as a considerable impe- 
diment to conversation ; and the intensity of 
the punishment was found to be a full compen- 
sation for its rarity. How many persons have 
been deprived of curacies which they might 
have enjoyed, but for the tenour of these in- 
terrogatories 1 How many respectable cler- 
gymen have been deprived of the assistance of 
curates connected with them by blood, friend- 
ship, or doctrine, and compelled to choose per- 
sons, for no other qualification than that they 
could pass through the eye of the bishop's 
needle 1 Violent measures are not to be 
judged of merely by the number of times they 
have been resorted to, but by the terror, mise- 
ry, and restraint which the severity is likely to 
have produced. 

We never met with any style so entirely 
clear of all redundant and vicious ornament, 
as that which the ecclesiastical Lord of Peter- 
borough has adopted towards his clergy. It, 
in faci, mny be all reduced to these few 
words^'^Sevennd Sir, I ahtU do whil 1 



please. Peterborough." — Even in the House 
of Lords, he speaks what we must call very 
plain language. Among other things, he says, 
that the allegations of the petitions are false. 
Now, as every bishop is, besides his other 
qualities, a gentleman ; and as the word falm 
is used only by laymen, who mean to hazard 
their lives by the expression ; and as it cannot 
be supposed that foul language is ever used 
because it can be used with personal impunity, 
his lordship must, therefore, be intended to 
mean not faUe, but mitiaken — not a wilful de- 
viation from truth, but an accidental and an* 
intended departure from it. 

His lordship talks of the drudgery of wading 
through ten pages of autwers to his eighty- 
seven questions. Who has occasioned this 
drudgery, but the person who means to be so 
much more active, useful, and important, than 
all other bishops, by proposing questions 
which nobody has thought to be necessary bat 
himself? But to be intolerably strict and 
harsh to a poor curate, who is trying to earn a 
morsel of hard bread, and then to complain of 
the drudgery of reading his answers, is much 
like knocking a man down with a bludgeon, 
and then abusing him for splashing you with 
his blood, and pestering you with his groans. 
It is quite monstrous, that a man who iDlltcta 
eighty-seven new questions in theology opoo 
his fellow-creatures, should talk of the dmdgerj 
of reading their answers. 

A curate — there is something which excites 
compassion in the very name of a curate ! ! I 
How any man of purple, palaces, and prefer- 
ment, can let himself loose against this poor 
workman of God, we are at a loss to conceive, 
— a learned man in a hovel, with sermons and 
saucepans, lexicons and bacon, Hebrew books 
and ragged children — good and patient— acom- 
forter and a preacher — ^the first and purest 
pauper in the hamlet, and yet showing, that, 
in the midst of his worldly misery, he has the 
heart of a gentleman, and the spirit of a Chria- 
tian, and the kindness of a pastor ; and this 
man, though he has exercised the duties of a 
clergyman for twenty years — though he has 
most ample testimonies of conduct from cler- 
gymen as respectable as any bishop— 4boagfa 
an archbishop add his name to the fist of wit- 
nesses, is not good enough for Bishop Marsh; 
but is pushed out in the street, with his wifo 
and children, and his little fumitnre, to sur- 
render his honour, his faith, his conscience^ 
and his learning— or to starve 1 

An obvious objection to these innovations 
is, that there can be no end to them. If eighty- 
seven questions are assumed to be necessaiy 
by one bishop, eight hundred may be con- 
sidered as the minimum of interrogati<m bj 
another. When once the ancient faitii-marks 
of the church are lost sight of and despised, 
any misled theologian may launch oat oa the 
boundless sea of polemical vexation. 

The Bishop of Peterborough is positive, dttl 
the Arminian interpretation of the artieles is 
the right interpretation, and that Calrinists 
should be excluded from it; but the coontry 
gentlemen who are to hear these matters. de> 
bated in the Lower House, are to remember, 
I thai other bishops have written opon 
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points before the Bishop of Peterborough, and 
nare arrived at conclnsions diametrically vp' 
posite. When curates arc excluded because 
their answers are Galvinistical, a Careless lay^ 
man might imagine that this interpretation or 
the Articles had never been heard of before in 
the church — ^that it was a gross and palpable 
perversion of their sense, which had been 
scoated by all writers on church matters, from 
the day the Articles were, promulgated, to 
this hour — that such an unheard-of monster 
as a Galvinistical curate had never leapt over 
the pale befbre, and been detected browsing 
in the sacred pastures. 

The followmg is the testimony of Bishop 
Sherlock : — 

"'The- church has left a latitude of sense to 
prevent schisms and breaches upon every 
oifierent opinion. It is evident the Church of 
England has so done in some articles, which 
are most liable to the hottest disputes ; which 
vet are penned with that temper as to be will- 
iDgljjsubscribed by men of different apprehca* 
sions in those matters.* — SnEHLocx's Defence of 
StiBingJUefB Unrtaaonabkness of Separation. ^^ 

Bishop Clekver, describing the difficuhie_s 
ittimding so great an undertaking as the for- 
mation of a national creed, observes : — 

"'ThesA difficulties, however, do not seem 
to hsre diseooraged the great leaders in this 
work from forming a design as wise as it was 
Uberalf that of framing a confession, which, 
in the enumeration and method of its several 
■rtielea, should meet the approbation, and en- 
gage the consent, of the whole reformed world. 

<**If^iipon trial, it was found that a compre- 
lieiisioii so extensive could not be reduced to 
prtcticey still as large a comprehension as 
eould be contrived, within the narrower limits 
of the kingdom, became, for the same reasons 
whieh first suggested the idea, at once an ob^ 
Jeet of pradence and duty, in the formation 
aad goreniment of the English church.' 

"After dwelling on the means necessary to 
aecompUsh this object, the bishop proceeds to 
remark ^«^ Such evidently appears to have 
been the origin, and such the actual complezi on 
of the confession comprised in the Articles of 
oar church ; the true scope and design of which 
wUi noif I ameeive, be corredly apprehended in 
mnf other view than that of one drawn up and 
mffuated with an intention to comprehend the fif 
ami of aUf rather than to exclude that of any 
infto eoneurred in the necessity of a reformation.' 

'"The means of comprehension intended 
, not any general ambiguity or equivoca- 



tion of terms, Sut a prudent forbearance in all 
not to insist on the full extent of their 
i m matters not essential or fundameniat ,* 
imd m «tf eases to wave, as much as possitU, 
$md9 wHdek might divide, where they wifh fa 
■Hiig/— Remarks on the Dcsi(^ and Formaiinn 
of die Articles of the Church of England, by 
WiixiAX, Lord Bishop of Bangor, 1802."— 
PP.S8 — ^26. 

Wc will finish with Bishop Horsley. 

"It has been the fashion of late to talk 

ahent Arminianism as the system of the 

Church of Bngland, and of Calvinism as 

■omethiBf opposite to it, to which the church 

29 



is hostile. That I may not be misunderstood 
in what I have stated, or may have occasion 
further to say upon this subject, I must here 
declare, that I use the words Arminianism and 
Calvinism in that restricted sense in which 
they are now Igenerally taken, to denote the 
doctrinal part of each system, as unconnected 
with the principles either of Arminians or 
Calvinists upon church discipline and church 
government This being premised, I assert, 
what I often have before asserted, and by 
God*s grace I will persist in the assertion to 
my dying day, that so far is it from the truth 
that the Church of England is decidedly Ar- 
minian, and hostile to Calvinism, that the truth 
is this, that upon the principal points in di^tute 
between the Arminians ana the Calvinists «^iofi 
all the points of doctrine charaeteristie of the two 
sects, tne Church of England maintains an tA* 
solute neutrality ; her articles explicitly assert 
nothing but what is believed both by Asrmimane 
and by Calvinists. The Calvinists indeed hold 
some opinions relative to the same points, 
which the Church of England has not gono 
the length of asserting in her Articles ; hut 
neither has she gone the length of explicitly 
contradicting those opinions ; insomuch that 
there is nothing to hinder the Arminian and the 
highest suprulapsarian Calvinists from walking 
together in the Church of England and MasSt 
as friends and brothers, tftheu both approve the 
discipline of the church, and both are willing to 
submit to it. Her discipline has been appro^ } 
it has been submitted to; it has been in former 
times most ably and zealously defended by the 
highest supralapsarian Calvinists. Such was 
the great Usher; such was Whitgift; such 
were many more, burning and shimng lights 
of our church in her early days (when first 
she shook ofi* the Papal tyranny), long since 
gone to the resting place of the spirits of the 
justr^Bishop Hoa»LET*» Charges, p. 816."— 
pp. 25, 26. 

So that these unhappy curates are turned 
out of their bread for an exposition of the Ar- 
ticles which such men as Sherlock, Cleaver, 
and Horsley think may be fairly given of their 
meaning. We do not quote their authority to 
show that the right interpretation is decided, 
but that it is doubtful— that there is a balance 
of authorities— that the opinion which Bishop 
Marsh has punished with poverty and degrar 
dation, has been considered to be legitimate, 
by men at least as wise and learned as himp 
self. In fact, it is to us perfectly clear, that 
the Articles were originally framed to prevent 
the very practices which Bishop Marsh has 
used for their protection — they were purpose- 
ly so worded, that Arminians and Calvinists 
could sign them without blame. Thejrwcre 
intended to combine both these descnptions 
of Protestants, and were meant principally for 
a bulwark against Catholics. 

" Thus," says Bishop Burnet, *« was the doe- 
trine of the church cast into a short and plain 
form ; in which they took care both to est»> 
blish the positive articles of religion, and to 
cut off the errors formerly introduced in the 
time of popery, or of late bto^fcVifc^ Vj ^^* 
Anabaptists anA cni^ui^MiMs ci ^iw»nw|> 
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Moufif^ the nieetUa ofaehoohnen, or the peremp- 
toraUM of the wnter» of controversy ; leavings in 
matten that are more justly controvert ihJej a 
liberty to divines to follow their private opinions, 
without thereby disturbing the peace of the 
ekureh,** — History of the Reformation, Book I. 
part ii. p. 168, folio edition. 

The next authority is that of Fuller. • 

"In the convocation now sitting, wherein 
A.lexander Nowel, Dean of St. Paulas, was pro- 
locutor, the nine-and-thirty Articles were com- 
posed. For the main they agree with those 
set forth in the reign of King Edward the 
Sixth, though in some particulars allowing 
more liberty to dissenting judgments. For 
instance, in this King's Articles it is said, that 
it is to be believed that Christ went down to 
hell (to preach to the spirits there) ; which 
last clause is left out in these Articles, and 
men left to a latitude concerning the cause, 
time, and manner of his descent. 

"Hence some have unjustly taxed the com- 
posers for too much favour extended in their 
large expressions, clean through the contex- 
ture of these Articles, which should have lied 
men*s consciences up closer, in more strict 
and particularizing propositions, which indeed 
proueded from their commendable moderation. 
Children's clothes ought to be made of the 
biggest, because afterwards their bodies will 
grow upto their garments. Thus the Articles 
of this English Protestant Church, in the in- 
fancy thereof, they thought good to draw up in 
general terms, foreseeing that posterity would 
grow up to fill the same : I mean these holy 
men did prudently prcdiscover, that differences 
in judgments would unavoidably happen in the 
church, and were loath to unchurch any, and 
drive them off from an ecclesiastical communion, 
for such petty differences, which made them pen 
the Articles in comprehensive words, to take in 
all who, differing tn the branches, meet in the 
root of the same religion, 

"Indeed most of them had formerly been 
sufferers themselves, and cannot b6 said, in 
compiling these Articles, (an acceptable ser- 
vice, no doubt,) to offer to (5od what cost them 
nothing, some having paid imprisonment, 
others exile, all losses in their estates, for this 
their experimental knowledge in religion, 
which made them the more merciful and tender 
in stating those points, seeing such who them- 
selves have been most patient in bearing, will 
be most pitiful in burdening the consciences 
of others.'*— See Fcllbr's Church History, 
book ix. p. 72, folio edit. 

But this generous and pacific spirit g^ves 
no room for the display of zeal and theologi- 
cal learning. The gate of admission has been 
left too widely open. I may as well be without 
power at all, if I cannot force my opinions 
upon other people. What was purposely left 
indefinite, I must make definite and exclusive. 
Questions of contention and difierence must 
be laid before the servants of the church, and 
aothing like neutrality in theological metaphy- 
•ies allowed to the ministers of the Gospel. / 
Mmf^ ftai to briwpeaee, &c. 
Tke bi$kop, however, seems to be quite sa- 



tisfied with himself; when he states, that he 
has a right to do what he has done — ^just as if 
a man's character with his fellow-creatures 
depended upon legal rights alone, and not 
upon a discreet exercise of those rights. A 
man may persevere in doing what he has a 
right to do, till the chancellor shuts him up in 
Bedlam, or till the mob pelt him as he passes. 
It must be presumed, that all men whom the 
law has invested with rights, nature has in- 
vested with common sense, to use those rights. 
For these reasons, children have no rights till 
they have gained common sense, and old men 
have no rights after they lose their common 
sense. All men are at all times accountable 
to their fellow-creatures for the discreet exer* 
cise of ever}' ri;:ht they possess. 

Prelates are fond of talking of my see, my 
clergy, my diocese, as if these things belonged 
to them, as their pigs and dogs belonged to 
them. They forget that the clergy, the dio- 
cese, and the bishops themselves, all exist 
only for the public good ; that the public are a 
third, and principal party in the whole con- 
cern. It is not simply the tormenting Bishop 
versiu the tormented Curate, but the public 
against the system of tormenting; as tending 
to bring scandal upon rehgion and religious 
men. By the late alteration in the laws, the 
labourers in the vineyard are given up to the 
power of the inspectors of the vineyard. If 
he has the meanness and malice to do so, an 
inspector may worry and plague to death amy 
labourer against whom he may have conceived 
an antipathy. As often as such cases are de* 
tected, we believe they will meet, in either 
House of Parliament, with the severest repre- 
hension. The noblemen and gentlemen of 
England will never allow their parish clergy 
to be treated with cruelty, injustice, and ca- 
price, by men who were parish clergymen 
themselves yesterday, and who were trusted 
with power for ve^ different purposes. 

The Bishop of Peterborough complains of 
the insolence of the answers made to him. 
This is certainly not true of Mr. Grimshawe, 
Mr. Neville, or of the author of the AppeaL 
They have answered his lordship with great 
force, great manliness, but with perfect re- 
spect Does the bishop expect that humble 
men, as learned as himself, are to be driven 
from their houses and homes by his new the* 
ology, and then to send him letters of thanks 
for the kicks and cuffs he has bestowed apoB 
themi Men of very small inoomes, be it 
known unto his lordship, have very often very 
acute feelings ; and a curate trod on feels a 
pang as great as when a bishop is refuted. 

We shall now give a specimen of some an- 
swers, which, we believe, would exclude a 
curate from the diocese of Peterborough, and 
contrast these answers with the articles of tha 
church to which they refer. The 9th Artiele 
of the Church of England is upon Original 
Sin. Upon this point his lordship puts dM 
following question : — 

"Did the Fall of Adam produce such an 
effect on his posterity, that mankind became 
thereby a mass of mere corruption, or of abso* 
lute and entire depravity? Or is the effect 
only such, that we are very forgone from ori- 
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vinal rigliteoiisBess, and of our own nature 
meGnedtoevnV 

Tks JVImf A ^rtkU. 
*'Orf final Sin itandeth not In the 
Ibllowing of Adam (aa th« Pela- 

Sana do vainly talk) ; but it ia tlie 
olt or eonuption of the nature of 
erenr man, that naturally ia encen- 
dered of the ofTapring of Adam, 
whereby mi^n ia yery far gone flrom 
orifinal righteouaneaa, and ia of hit 
own nature Inclined to evil, ao that 
the tieeh luateth alwaya contrary to 
the apirit ; and therefore, in erery 
peraon bom into the world. It de- 
aenreth God'a wrath and damna- 
tion." 

The 9th Question, Cap. 3d, on Free Will, is 
aa follows >--Is it not contrary to Scripture to 
say, that man has no share in the work of his 
salvation 1 



lib posterity, that 
weirtad became 
tbeteky a nmai of 
BMfe eonttpikm. 
or of abeolote and 
liaprsYfiy.'' 



*« It li qaice 
•fffeeable to Scrip- 
tare to Bay, that 
oMui tee no ahare 
la tte work erida 



Tenth ArtieU. 
"The condition of man after the 
lUl of Adam la auch, that he cannot 
turn and prepare himaelf, by his 
own natural ttrenfth and good 
worka, to Ikith, and calling upon 
God. Wherefore, we haye no 
power to do goodworka pleasant 
and acceptable to God, without the 
grace of God by Christ prerenting 
ua, ttet we may have a good will, 
and working with ua when we have 
ttet good will." 

On Redemption, his lordship has the follow- 
ing question. Cap. 1st, Question 1st: — Did 
Christ die for all men, or did he die only for a 
chosen few! 

Pert «f ArtieU Seventeenth. 
•* Fredeatinatkm to UA Is the eyer- 
laatlng pnrpoae of God, whereby (be- 



but only ftir a cte- ftira tte ibondeUoaa ef tte worU 
^en few." were laid)te teth conataatlydecreed 

by hia counsel, aecret to us, to dell- 
▼er (h>m curae and damnation thoae 
whom te teth chosen In Chrlat oat 
of mankind, and to bring them by 
Christ unto eyerlastlag aalyatkm, 
as Teasels made to honour." 

Now, whether these answers are right or 
wrong, we do not presume to decide; hut we 
cannot help sa3ring, there appears to be some 
little colour in the language of the Articles for 
the errors of the respondent It does not ap- 
pear at first sight to be such a deviation from 
the plain, litend, and grammatical sense of 
the Articles, as to merit rapid and ignomi* 
nious ejectment from the bosom of the church. 

Now we have done with the Bishop. We 
give him all he asks as to his legal right; and 
only contend, that he is acting a very indis- 
creet and injudicious part — ^fatal to his quie^» 
fatal to his reputation as a man of sense- 
blamed by ministers — ^blamed by all the Bench 
of Bishops — vexatious to the clergy, and 
highly injurious to the church. We mean no 
personal disrespect to the Bishop; we are as 
ignorant of him as of his victims. We should 
have been heartily glad if the debate in Parli** - 
ment had put an end to these blameable ex- 
cesses ; and our only object, in meddling with 
the question, is to restrain the arm of power 
within the limits of moderation and justice- 
one of the great objects which first led to the 
establishment of this Journal, and which, we 
hope, will always continue to characterize lie 
efiorts. 



BOTANY BAY.* 



[Edinburgh Review, 1823.] 



Bieea's Report is somewhat long, and 
a little clumsy; but it is altogether the pro- 
t of an honest, sensible, and respectable 
» who has done his duty to the public, and 
justifted the expense of his mission to the fifth 
or jHckpocket quarter of the globe. 

what manner of man is Governor Mac- 
foairie!— Is all that Mr. Bennet says of him 
lA the House of Commons truel These are 
the questioas which Lord Bathurst sent Mr. 
Bigge» and very properly sent him, 28,000 
to answer. TI 



The answer is, that Go- 
Yenior Macqnarrie is not a dishonest man, 
aor • jobber; but arbitrary, io many things 
fOadalonsly negligent, very oAen wron^- 
beadedy and, upon the whole, very defl- 
eient in that good sense, and vigorous under- 
standing, which his new and arduous situation 
so manifestly requires. 

• t. Ltit§r U JSmrl Beihurst, By the Honourable IT. 
OnrBemin'.M. P. 

S. Mtf^H rfthe CewtmUeimer of Inquiry into the Mate 
^ fie CUmw ^ AV« South fValet. Ordered bp tke 
Jbeae if O e m mem e ie W j^rintei, IftJk June, 18S9. 



Ornamental architecture in Botany Bay I 
l^ow it could enter into the head of any human 
being to adorn public buildings at the Bay, or 
to aim at any other architectural purpose hut 
the exclusion of wind and rain, we are utterly 
at a loss to conceive. Such an expense is not 
only lamentable for the waste of property It 
makes in the particular instance, but because 
it destroys that guarantee of sound sense 
which the government at home must require 
in those who preside over distant colonies A 
man who thinks of pillars and pilasters, when 
half the colony are wet through for want of 
any covering at all, cannot be a wise or pm 
dent person. He seems to be ignorant, that 
the prevention of rheumatism in all young 
colonics is a much more important object 
than the gratification of taste, or the display 
of skill. 

** I suggested to Governor Macqnarrie the ei 
pediency of stopping all work then in progress 
that was merely of an ornamental im^sox^vA 
of postponing ils «xftc;^9]cisa^aEi!lo'QNiK r ~ 
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porjuit bnildinss were finished. With this ; 
vie-s" it was, Uiat I recommended to th* ?•> 
Teinor to stop the progress of a lar?e church. ; 
the foTindation of which had been I.ui pre- ; 
Tioiis to my arrival, and which, vy th? esii- . 
mate of Mr. Green war the architecr. vronld ; 
have required six years to complete. By a ' 
change that I recommended, and which the . 
governor adopted, in the destination of the ; 
new conrt-honse at 83rdney, the accommodation 
of a new church is probably by this time ' 
secured. As I conceived that considerable - 
advantage had been gained by indncing Go- ; 
remor Macquarrie to suspend the progress of 
the larger church, I did not deem it necessary 
to make any pointed objection to the addition 
of these ornamental parts of the smaller one; 
though I regretted to observe in this instance, 
as well as in those of the new stables at Syd- 
ney, the turnpike-gate house and the new '■ 
fountain there, as well as in the repairs of an 
old church at Paramatta, how much more the ' 
embellishment of these places had been consi- ■ 
dered by the governor than the real and press- ' 
ing wants of the colony. The buildings that I 
had recommended to his early attention in 
Sydney were, a new gaol, a school-house, and 
a market-house. The defects of the fir<t of 
these buildings will be more particularly 
pointed out when I come to describe the build- 
ings that have been erected in New South 
Wales. It is sufficient for m? now to observe, , 
that they were striking, and of a nature not to 
be remedied by additions or repairs. The 
other two were in a state of absolute ruin; 
they were also of undeniable importance and 
necessity. Having left Sydney in the month 
of November, 1820. with' these impressions, 
and with a belief that the suggestions I had 
made to Governor Macquarrie respecting them 
had been partly acted upon, and would con- 
tinue to be so during my absence in Van Die- 
men's Land, it was not without much suqirise 
and regret that I learnt, during my residence 
in that settlement, the resumption of the work 
at the large church in Sydney, and the steady 
continuation of the others that I had objected 
to, especially the govemor*s stables at S3'dney. 
I felt the greater surprise in receiving the in- 
formation respecting this last-mentioned struc- 
ture, during my absence in Van Diemen*s 
Land, as the governor himself had, upon 
many occasions, expressed to me his own 
regret at having ever sanctioned it, and his 
consciousness of its extravagant dimensions 
and ostentatious character." — Report, pp. 51. 
62. ^ 

One of the great difficulties in Botany Bay 
is to find. proper emplojnncnt for the great 
mass of convicts who are sent out. Governor 
Macquarrie selects all the best artisans, of 
every description, for the use of government; 
and puts the poets, attorneys, and politicians, 
up to auction. The evil consequences of th^ 
are manifold. In the first place, from possess- 
ing so many of the best artificers, the gover- 
nor is necessarily turned into a builder ; and 
immense drafts arc drawn upon the treasurj' 
at home, for buildings better adapted for Rc- 
/frt»/ street than the Bay. In the next place, 
iAe poor gettJer, fading that the convict altor- 



ney is very awkward at cutting timber, or 
caiv^hm? kangaroos, soon returns him upon 
Lhe hau'ls of government, in a much worse 
plight than mat in m-hich he was received. 
Not only are governors thus debauched into 
useless and expensive builders, but the colo- 
nists, who are scheming and planning with all 
the activity of new settlers, cannot find work* 
men to execite their designs. 

What two idejs are more inseparable than 
beer and Britannia? — what event more aw* 
fully impor.aa: :> ?.n English colony than the 
! erection of its fir«t brewhouse ? — and yet it 
require i. in Vr.n Diemen's land, the greatest 
S'^Iiciiaiion to the government, and all the in- 
lluence of Mr. Bi?ge. to get it effected. The 
srovemment. bavin? obtained possession of 
the best workmen, keep them; their manu- 
missicn is much more infrequent than that 
= of the useless and unprofitable convicts ; in 
^ other words, one man is punished for his skill, 
' and another rewarded for his inutility. Guilty 
■ of bein? a locksmith — guilty of stone-^nasonry, 
' or brick-making ; — these sire the second ver- 
dicts brought in, in New South Wales ; and 
upon them is regulated the duration or miti- 
gation of punishment awarded in the mother 
country. At the very period when the gover- 
: nor assured Lord Bathurst, in his despatches, 
; that he kept and employed so numerous a 
gang of workmen, only because the inhabit- 
. ants could not employ them, Mr. Bigge in- 
' forms us, that their services would have been 
i most acceptable to the colonists. Most of the 
J settlers, at the time of Mr.' Bigge's arrival, 
i from repeated refusals and disappointments, 
', had been so convinced of the impossibility of 
I obtaining workmen, that they had ceased to 
I make application to the governor. Is it to be 
believed that a governor, placed over a land 
' of convicts, and capable of guarding his limbs 
' from any sudden collision with odomctrons 
stones, or vertical posts of direction, should 
' make no distinction between the simple con* 
vict and the double and treble convict— the 
man of three juries, who has three times xp- 
peared at the Bailey, trilarcenous — ^three times 
driven over the seas 1 

** I think it necessary to notice the want of 
attention that has prevailed, until a very late 
period, at Sydney, to the circumstances of 
those convicts who have been transported a 
second and a third time. Although the know* 
ledge of these facts is transmitted to the hulk 
lists, or acquired without difficulty during the 
passage, it never has occurred to Governor 
Sfacquarrie or to the superintendent of con- 
victs, to make any difference in the condition 
of these men, not even to disappoint the views 
that they may be supposed to have indulged 
by the success of a criminal enterprise in Eng^ 
land, and by transferring the fruits of it to 
New South Wales. 

" To accomplish this very simple but ioh 
portant object, nothing more is necessary than 
to consign these men to any situation rather 
than that which their friends had selected for 
them, and distinctly to declare in the presence 
of their comrades at the first muster on their 
arrival, that no consideration or favour wool** 
be shown to those who had violated the law s 
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■eeond time, and that the mitigation of their 
sentences must be indefinitely postponed." — 
Sipmrit p. 19. 

We were not a little amused at Governor 
Macquarrie's laureate — a regular Mr. Southey 
— who, upon the king's birth-day, sings the 
praises of Crovemor Macquarrie.* The case 
of this votary of Apollo and Mercury was a 
case for life ; the oflence a menacing epistle, 
or, as low people call it, a threatening letter. 
He has .been pardoned, however — bursting his 
shackles, like Orpheus of old. with song and 
metre, and is well spoken of by Mr. Bigge, 
but no specimen of his poetry given. One of 
the best and most enlightened men in the set- 
tlement appears to be Mr. Marsden, a clergy- 
man at raramatta. Mr. Ben net represents 
him as a gentleman of great feeling, whose 
life is embittered by the scenes of horror and 
rice it is his lot to witness at Paramatta. In- 
deed* he says of himself, that, in consequence 
of these things, " he does not enjoy one happy 
moment from the beginning to the end of the 
week !" This letter, at the time, produced a 
Tery considerable sensation in this country. 
The idea of a man of refinement and feeling 
wearing away his life in the midst of scenes 
of crime and debauchery to which he can 
apply no corrective, is certainly a very me- 
lancholy and affecting picture ; but there is 
no story, however elegant and eloquent, which 
does not require, for the purposes of justice, 
to be turned to the other side, and viewed in 
rererse. The "Rear. Mr. Marsden (says Mr. 
Bipi^), being himself accustomed to traffic in 
tpmniSt must necessarily feel displeased at 
haTing so many public houses licensed in the 
neighbourhood^(p. 14.) 

"As to Mr. Marsden's troubles of mind 
(says the governor), and pathetic display of 
sensibility and humanity, they must be so 
deeply seated, and so far removed from the 
suriace, as to escape all possible obser\'ation. 
His habits are those of a man for ever en- 
gaged in some active, animated pursuit. No 
man trarels more from town to town, or from 
house to house. His deportment is at all 
times that of a person the most gay and happy. 
When I was honoured with his society, he 
was by lar the most cheerful person I met in 
the colony. Where his hours of sorrow were 
spent, it is hard to divine ; for the variety of 
hit pnrsnits, both in his own concerns, and in 
those of others, is so extensive, in farming, 
gnang, manufactories, transactions, that, with 
his derical duties, he seems, to use a common 
phnse, to have his hands full of work. And 
the particular subject to which he imputes 
this extmne depression of mind, is, besides, 
one ibr which few people here will give him 
m«eli eradit."— ilfae7tMim^*« Letter to Lord Sid- 
Milft,p.l8. 

There is certainly a wide difiference between 
t naa of so much feeling that he has not a 
■uuBSBt's happiness from the beginning to the 
cad of the week, and a little, mcrr}% bustling 
clergyman, largely concerned in the sale of 
npB, and brisk at a bargain for barley. Mr. 
j*s eridence, however, is very much in 
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favour of Mr. Marsden. He seems' to think 
him a man of highly respectable character 
and superior understanding, and that he has 
been dismissed from the magistracy by Gover- 
nor Macquarrie, in a very rash, unjustifiable, 
and even tjrrannical manner; and in these 
opinions, we must say, the facts seem to bear 
out the report of the commissioner. 

Colonel Macquarrie not only dismisses ho- 
nest and irreproachable men in a country 
where their existence is scarce, and their ser- 
vices inestimable, but he advances convicts 
to the situation and dignity of magistrates. 
Mr. Bennet lays great stress upon this, and 
makes it one of his strongest charges against 
the governor; and the commissioner also 
takes part against it. But we confess we 
have great doubts on the subject; and are by 
no means satisfied that the system of the go- 
vernor was not, upon the whole, the wisest 
and best adapted to the situation of the colony. 
Men are governed by words ; and by the infar 
mous word convict are comprehended crimes 
of the most different degrees and species of 
guilt. One man is transported for stealing 
three hams and a pot of sausages ; an^ in the 
next berth to him on board tiie transport \% a 
young surgeon, who has been engaged in the 
mutiny at the Nore ; the third man i^ for ex- 
torting money ; the fourth was in a respecta- 
ble situation of life at the time of the Irish 
rebellion, and was so ill read in history as to 
imagine that Ireland had been ill-treated by 
England, and so bad a reasoner as to suppose 
that nine Catholics ought not to pay tithes to 
one Protestant Then comes a man who set 
his house on fire, to cheat the Phcenlx office ; 
and, lastly, the most glaring of all human vil- 
lains, a poacher, driven from Europe, wife and 
child, by thirty lords of manors, at the Quarter 
Sessions, for killing a partridge. Now, all 
these are crimes no doubt — particularly the 
last ; but they are surely crimes of very dif- 
ferent degrees of intensity, to which different 
degrees of contempt and horror are attached— 
and from which those who have committed 
them may, by subsequent morality, emanci- 
pate themselves, with different degrees of diffi- 
culty, and with more or less of success. A 
warrant granted by a reformed bacon stealer 
wotald be absurd ; but there is hardly any rea* 
son why a foolish, hot-brained young block- 
head, who chose to favour the mutineers at 
(he Nore, when hd was sixteen years of age, 
may not make a very loyal subject, and a very 
respectable and respected magistrate when he 
is forty years of age, and has cast his Jacobin 
teeth, and fallen into the practical jobbing and 
loyal baseness which so commonly developes 
itself about that period of life. Therefore, to 
say that a man must be placed in no situatioa 
of trust or elevation, as a magistrate, merely 
because he is a convict, is to govern mankind 
with a dictionary, and to surrender sense and 
nsefnhiess to sound. Take the following case, 
for instance, from Mr. Bigge :— 

*^ The next person, froTi the same class, tha*.' 
was so distinguished by tjrovemor Macquarrie, 
was the Rev. Mr. Fulton. He was trans^oflMl 
by the sentence of % couxl taa.'^aiX Vsi\T^a3A« 
during the K/ebaWymx wA on \a» «ivn^ V^ 
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New Sotith Wales in the year 1800, was sent 
to Norfolk Island to officiate as chaplain. 
He returned to New South Wales in the year 
1804, and performed the duties of chaplain at 
Sydney and Paramatta. 

" In the divisions that prevailed in the colo- 
ny previous to the arrest of Governor Bligh, 
Mr. Fulton took no part; hut, happening to 
form one of his family when the person of the 
governor was menaced with violence, he cou- 
rageously opposed himself to the military 
party that entered the house, and gave an ex- 
ample of courage and devotion to the authority 
of Governor Bligh, which, if partaken either 
by the officer or his few adherents, would 
have spared him the humiliation of a personal 
arrest, and rescued his authority from the dis- 
grace of. open and violent suspension." — Re^ 
port, pp. 83, 84. 

The particular nature of the place, too, must 
be remembered. It is seldom, we suspect, 
that absolute dunces go to the Bay, but com- 
monly men of active minds, and considerable 
talents in their various lines — ^who have i\ot 
learnt, indeed, the art of self-discipline and 
control, 4>ut who are sent to learn it in the 
bitter school of adversity. And when this 
medicine produces its proper effect — when 
sufficient time has been given to show a tho- 
rough change in character and disposition — a 
young colony really cannot afford to dispense 
with the services of any person of superior 
talents. Activity, resolution, and acuteness, 
are of such immense importance in the hard 
circumstances of a new state, that they must 
be eagerjy caught at, and employed as soon as 
they are discovered. Though all may not be 
quite so unobjectionable as could be wished — 

"Rm dara, et regni novitas me talia cogunt 
MoUrl"- 

as Colonel Macquarrie probably quoted to 
Mr. Commissioner Bigge. As for the conduct 
of those extrarmoralists, who come to settle in 
a land of crime, and refuse to associate with 
a convict legally pardoned, however light his 
original offence, however perfect his subse- 
quent conduct — we have no toleration for such 
folly and foppery. To sit down to dinner with 
men who have not been tried for their lives is 
a luxuxy which cannot be enjoyed in such a 
country. It is entirely out of the question ; 
and persons so dainty, and so truly admirable, 
had better settle at Clapham Common than at 
Botany Bay. Our trade in Australasia is to 
turn scoundrels into honest men. If you come 
among us, and bring with you a good charac- 
ter, and will lend us your society, as a stimu- 
lus and reward to men recovering from degra- 
dation, you will confer the greatest possible 
benefit upon the colony ; but if you turn up 
your nose at repentance, insult those unhappy 
people with your character, and fiercely stand 
up as a moral bully, and a virtuous braggado- 
cio, it would have been far better for us if 
Providence had directed you to any other part 
of the globe than to Botany Bay— which was 
colonized, not to gratify the insolence of Pha- 
risees, but to heal the contrite spirit of repent- 
Mai sinners. Mr. Marsden, who has no hap- 
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the same hour the week following^ will not 
meet pardoned convicts in society. We have 
no doubt Mr. Marsden is a very respectable 
clergyman; but is there not something very 
different from this in the Gospel ? The most 
resolute and inflexible persons in the rejection 
of pardoned convicts were some of the march- 
ing regiments stationed at Botany Bay — ^meii, 
of course, who had uniformly shimned, in the 
Old World, the society of gaxdesters, prosti- 
tutes, drunkards, and blasphemers— who had 
ruined no tailors, corrupted no wives, and had 
entitled themselves, by a long course of so- 
lemnity and decorum, to indulge in all the in- 
solence of purity and virtue. 

In this point, then, of restoring convicts to. 
society, we side, as far as the principle goes, 
with the governor ; but we are far from under- 
taking to say that his application of the prin- 
ciple has been on all occasions prudent and 
judicious. Upon the absurdity of his con- 
duct in attempting to force the society of the 
pardoned convicts upon the undetected part 
of the colony, there can be no doubt These 
are points upon which every body must be 
allowed to judge for themselves. The great- 
est monarchs of Europe cannot control opinion 
upon those points — sovereigns far exceeding 
Colonel Lachlan Macquarrie, in the antiquity 
of their dynasty, and the extent, wealth, and 
importance of their empire. 

** It was in vain to assemble them" (the par- 
doned convicts), ** even on public occasions, at 
Government House, or to point them out to the 
especial notice and favour of strangers, or tc 
favour them with particular marks of his own 
attention upon these occasions, if they still 
continued to be shunned, or disregarded by the 
rest of the company. 

" With the exception of the Reverend Mr. 
Fulton, and, on some occasions, of Mr. Red- 
fern, I never obser\'ed that the other persons 
of this class participated in the general atten- 
tions of the company ; and the evidence of 
Mr. Judge-Advocate Wylde and Major Bell 
both prove the embarrassment in which they 
were left on occasions that came within their 
notice. 

^ Nor has the distinction that has been con- 
ferred upon them by Governor Macquarrie 
produced any effect in subduing the prejudices 
or objections of the class of ft^ee inhabitants 
to associate with them. One instance only 
has occurred, in which the wife of a respecta- 
ble individual, and a magistrate, has been 
visited by the wives of the officers of the gar- 
rison, and by a few of the married ladies of 
the coluny. It is an instance that reflects 
equal credit upon the individual herself, as 
upon the feelings and motives of those by 
whom she has been so noticed; but the cir- 
cumstances of her case were very peculiar, 
and those that led to her introduction to society 
were very much of a personal kind. It has 
generally been thought, that such instances 
would have been more numerous if Oovemor 
Macquarrie had allowed every person to have 
followed the dictates of their own judgment 
upon a subject, on which, of all others, men 
are least disposed to be dictated to, and most 
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''Although the emancipated convicts, whom 
be has selected from their class, are persons 
who generally bear a good character in New 
South Wales, ^t that opinion of them is by 
no means universal. Those, however, who 
entertained a good opinion of them would 
hare proved it by their notice, as Mr. M* Arthur 
has been in the habit of doing, by the kind and 
marked notice that he took of Mr. Fitzfl^erald ; 
and those who entertained a different opinion, 
would not have contracted an aversion to the 
principle of their introduction, from being 
ohlieed to witness what they considered to be 
an indiscreet and erroneous application of 
it"— -Beporf, p. 150. 

We do not think Mr. Bigge exactly seizes 
the sense of Colonel Macquarrie'if phrase, 
when the colonel speaks of restoring men to 
the rank of society they have lost. Men may 
eidier be classed by wealth and education, or 
by character. All honest men, whether counts 
or cobblers, are of the same rank, if classed 
by moral distinctions. It is a common phrase 
to say that such a man can no longer be 
ranked among honest men ; that he has been 
degraded from the class of respectable per- 
sons; and, therefore, by restoring a convict to 
the rank he has lost, the governor may very 
fairly be supposed to mean the moral rank. 
In discussing the question of granting offices 
of trust to convicts, the importance of the 
Seekndi must not be overlooked. Their num- 
bers are very considerable. They have one- 
eighth of all the granted land in the colony ; 
and there are among them individuals of very 
large fortune. Mr. Redfern has 2600 acres, 
Mr. Lord 4365 acres, and Mr. Samuel Terry 
19,000 acres. As this man's history is a spe- 
cimen of the mud and dirt out of which great 
families oAen arise, let the Terry Fillip the 
famre warriors, legislators, and nobility of 
the Bay, learn from what, and whom, they 
sprang. 

"The first of these individuals, Samuel 
Terry, was transported to the colony when 
young. He was placed in a gang of stone- 
masons at Paramatta, and assisted in the 
building of the gaol. Mr. Marsden states, that 
daring this period he was brought before him 
for neglect of duty, and punished; but, by his 
industiy in other ways, he was enabled to set 
lip a small retail shop, in which he continued 
tin the expiration of his term of service. He 
then repaired to Sydney, where he extended 
his busmess, and, by marriage, increased his 
caidtaL He for many years kept a public 
bouse and retail shop, to which the smaller 
setfleis resorted from the country, and where, 
after intoxicating themselves with spirits, they 
signed obligations and powers of attorney to 
eanfess judgment, which were always kept 
leady for execution. By these means, and by 
aa acthre use of the common arts of over- 
readiing ignorant and worthless men, Samuel 
Tenry has been able to accumulate a consider- 
able capital, and a quantity of land in New 
South Wales, inferior only to that which is 
hdd by Mr. D'Arcy Wentworth. He ceased, 
at the late regulations introduced by the ma- 
gistralee at Sydney, in February, 1820, to sell 



spirituous liquors, and he is now become one 
of the principal speculators in the purchase 
of investments at Sydney, and lately esta- 
blished a water-mill in the swampy plains be- 
tween that town and Botany Bay, which did 
not succeed. Out of the 19,000 acres of land 
held by Samuel Terry, 140 only are said to be 
cleared ; but he possesses 1450 head of homed 
cattle, and 3800 sheep."— -Report, p. 141. 

Upon the subject of the New South Wales 
Bank, Mr. Bigge observes, — 

** Upon the first of these occasions, it became 
an object both with Governor Macquarrie and 
Mr. Judge-Advocate Wyld, who took an active 
part in the establishment of the bank, to tmite 
in its favour the support and contributions of 
the individuals of all classes of the colony. 
Governor Macquarrie felt assured that, without 
such co-operation, the bank could not be esta- 
blished; for he was convinced that the eman* 
cipated convicts were the most opulent mem- 
bers of the community. A committee was 
formed for the purpose of drawing up the 
rules and regulations of the establishment, in 
which are to be found the names of George 
Howe, the printer of the Sydney Gazette, who 
was also a retail dealer; Mr. Simon Lord, and 
Mr. Edward Eager, all emancipated convicts, 
and the last only conditionally. 

** Governor Macquarrie had always under- 
stood, and strongly wished, that in asking for 
the co-operation of all classes of the commu- 
nity in the formation of the bank, a share in 
its direction and management should also be 
communicated to them." — Report, p. 150. 

In the discussion of this question, we be- 
came acquainted with a piece of militaxy 
etiquette, of which we were previously igno- 
rant. An officer, invited to dinner by the 
governor, cannot refuse, unless in case of 
sickness. This is the most complete t3rranny 
we ever heard of. If the officer comes out to 
his duty at the proper minute, with his proper 
number of buttons and epaulettes, what mat- 
ters it to the governor or any body else, where 
he dines 1 He may as well be ordered what 
to eat, as where to dine — be confined to the 
upper or under side of the meat — be denied 
gravy, or refused melted butter. But there is 
no end to the small tyranny and puerile vexa- 
tions of a military life. 

The mode of employing convicts upon their 
arrival appears to us very objectionable. If a 
man is skilful as a mechanic, he is added to 
the government gangs ; and in proportion to 
his skill and diligence, his chance of manu- 
mission, or of remission of labour, is lessened. 
If he is not skilful, or not skilful in any trade 
wanted by government, he is applied for by 
some settler, to whom he pays from 5». tc 10s. 
a week; and is then left at liberty to go where, 
and work for whomsoever, he pleases. In the 
same manner, a convict who is rich is applied 
for, and obtains his weekly liberty and idle- 
ness by the purchased permission of the per- 
son to whom he is consigned. 

The greatest possible inattention or igno- 
rance appears to have prevailed in manimiit- 
ting convicts for labour — and for 9wch VaXswwV 
not for cleansVnf^ k^jigjcasi ^\aC5^%^ w ^kvw^% 
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Pontine marsbes, or damming out a vast = 
length of the Adriatic, but for working five 
weeks with a single horse and cart in making ' 
the road to Bathnrst Plains. Was siich labour 
worth five pounds? And is it to be under- 
stood, that liberty is to be restored to any man 
who will do five pounds' worth of work in 
Australasia? Is this comment upon trans-' 
portation to be circulated in the cells of New- 
gate, or in the haunts of those persons who [ 
arc doomed to inhabit them ? 

"Another principle by which Governor 
Macquarrie has been guided in bestowing 
pardons and indulgences, is that of considering 
them as rewards for any particular labour or I 
enterprise. It was upon this principle, that I 
the men who were employed in working upon 
the Bathurst road, in the year 1816, and those 
who contributed to that operation by the loan 
of their own carts and horses, or of those that 
they procured, obtained pardons, emancipa- 
tions, and tickets of leave. To 39 men who 
were employed as labourers in this work, ! 
three free pardons were given, one ticket of 
leave, and 36 emancipations ; and two of them 
only had held tickets of leave before they com- 
menced their labour. Seven convicts received 
emancipations for supplying horses and carts 
for the carnage of provisions and stores as 
the party was proceeding; six out of this 
number having previously held tickets of 
leave. 

<< Eight other convicts (foui^of whom held 
tickets of leave) received emancipations for 
assisting with carts, and one horse to each, in 
the transport of provisions and baggage for 
the use of Governor Macquarrie and his suite, 
on their journey from the river Nepean to 
Bathurst, m the year 1816; a service that did 
not extend beyond the period of five weeks, 
and was attended with no risk, and very little 
exertion. 

<< Between the months of January, 1816, and 
June, 1818, nine convicts, of whom six held 
'tickets of leave, obtained emancipations for 
sending carts and horses to convey provisions 
and baggage from Paramatta to Bathurst, for 
the use of Mr. Oxley, the surveyor-general, in 
his two expeditions into the interior of the 
coiiitry. And in the same period, 23 convict 
labourers and mechanics obtained emancipa- 
tions for labour and service performed at 
Bathurst 

«* The nature of the services performed by 
these convicts, and the manner in which some 
of them were recommendedf excited much 
surprise in the colony, as well as great suspi- 
cion of the parity of the channels through 
which the recommendations passed." — Report, 
pp. 13S, 123. 

If we are to judge from the number of jobs 
detected by Mr. Bigge, Botany Bay seems very 
likely to do justice to the mother-country from 
whence it sprang. Mr. Redfem, surgeon, 
seems to use the public rhubarb for his pri- 
Tate practice. Mr. Hutchinson, superintend- 
ent, makes a very comfortable thing of the 
assignment of convicts. Major Dniit was 
Amaa selling their own cabbages to govern* 



ment in a veiy profitable manner; and many 
comfortable little practices of this nature are 
noticed by Mr. Bigge. 

Among other sources of profit, the snperin* 
tendent of convicts was the banker; twu 
occupations which seem to be eminently com- 
patible with each other, inasmuch as (hey 
afford to the superintendent the opportuni^ 
of evincing his impartiality and loading with 
equal labour every convict, without refereaee 
to their banking accounts, to the profit they 
aisford, or the trouble they create, it appearst 
however (very strangely), from the report, 
that the money of convicts was not always 
recovered with the same readiness it was 
received. 

Mr. Richard Fitzgerald, in September, 1819, 
was com^roUcr of provisions in Emu Plains, 
storekeeper at Windsor, and superintendent 
of government works at the same plac«. He 
was also a proprietor of land and stock in the 
neiglibourhood, and kept a public house in 
Windsor, of which an emancipated Jew was 
the ostensible manager, upon whom Fitzgerald 
gave orders for goods and spirits in' payment 
for labour on the public works. These two 
places are fifteen miles distant frcnn each 
other, and convicts are to be watched and 
managed at both. It cannot be imagined that 
the convicts are slow in observing or follow- 
ing these laudable examples ; and their con- 
duct will add another instance of the vigilance 
of Macquarrie*s government 

^'The stores and materials used in the dif- 
ferent buildings at Sydney are kept in a ma- 
gazine in the lumber yard, and are distributed 
according to the written requisitions of the 
different overseers that are made during the 
day, and that are addressed to the storekeeper 
in the lumber yard. They are convesred from 
thence to the buildings by the convict mecha- 
nics ; and no account of the expenditure or 
employment of the stores is kept by the over- 
seers, or rendered to the storekeeper. It was 
only in the early part of the year 1820 that an 
account was opened by him of the different 
materials used in each work or building; and 
in February, 1821, this account was consider- 
ably in arrear. The temptation, therefore, that 
is afforded to the convict mechanics who 
work in the lumber yard, in secreting tools, 
stores, and implements, and to those who work 
at the different buildings, is very mat, and 
the loss to government is considerable. The 
tools, moreover, have not latterly been mus- 
tered as they used to be once a month, except 
where one of the convicts is removed from 
Sydney to another station.** — Report^ pp. 86, 
37. 

If it was right to build fine houses in a new 
colony, common sense seems to point out a 
control upon the expenditure, with such a de- 
scription of workmen. What must become 
of that country where the buildings are use- 
less, the governor not wise, the public Oie 
paymaster, the accounts not in existence, and 

j all the artisans thieves ? 

I An horrid practice prevailed, of the conyicts 
accepting a sum of money fh>m the captain, 
in their voyage out, in lien of their regular 
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ndoa of prorisionB. This ought to be re- 
•trained by the severest peDalties. 

What is it that can be urged for Gorernor 
Macquarrie, alter the following picture of the 
hospital at Paramatta ? It not onhr justifies 
his recall, but seems to require (if there are 
means of reaching such neglect) his severe 
pmiahment 

' " The women, who had become most pro- 
fligate and hardened by habit, were associated 
in their daily tasks with those who had very 
lately arrived, to whom the customs and 
practiees of Uie colony were yet imknown, 
and who might have escaped the consequences 
of cnch pernicious lessons, if a little care, and 
a small portion of expense, had been spared 
in providing them with a separate apartment 
donng the hours of labour. -As a place of 
employment, the factory of Paramatta was 
not only very defective, but very prejudicial. 
1^ insufficient accommodation that it afforded 
to those females who might be well disposed 
presented an early incitement, if not an ez- 
cnaey for their resorting to indiscriminate 
prostitution; and on the evening of their 
arrival at Paramatta, those who were not 
deploring their state of abandonment and dis- 
tress, were traversing the streets in search of 
tlie guilty means of future support. The state 
in which the place itself was kept, and tlie 
state of diagnsting filth in which I found it, 
both on an early visit aOcr my arrival, and on 
one preceding my departure ; the disordered, 
vnnuy, and licentious appearance of the 
women, manifested the little degree of control 
in which the female convicts were kept, and 
the httle attention that was paid to any thing 
beyond the mere performance of a certain 
portion of labour." — Report^ p. 70. 

It might naturally be supposed, that any 
man sent across the globe with a good salary, 
for the express purpose of governing, and, if 
possible, of reforming convicts, would have 
preferred the morals of his convicts to the 
accommodation of his horses. Let Mr. Bigge, 
a very discreet and moderate man, be heard 
upon these points. 

"Having observed, in Ctevemor Macquarrie's 
answer to Mr. Marsden, that he justified the 
delay that occurred, and was still to take place, 
in the construction of a proper pls^e of recep^ 
tion for the female convicts, by the want of 
•ay specific instructions from your lordship 
to undertake such a building, and which he 
stales that he solicited at an early period of 
kis government, and considered indispensable, 
I feh it to be my duty to call to the recollection 
of Gorernor Macquarrie, that he nad under- 
taken several buildings of much less urgent 
aecetait^ than the factory at Paramatta, with- 
oat waitmg for any such indispensable author- 
ity: and I now find that the construction of it 
was announced by him to your lordship in the 
year 1817, as then in his contemplation, with- 
out making any specific allusion to the evils 
which the want of it had so long occasioned; 
that the contract for building it was announced 
to the public on the 21st May, 1818, and tha( 
your lordship*s approval of it was not signified 
wa the Mth August, 1818» and coiUd not 
34 



have reached Governor Macquarrie's hands 
until nearly a year afler the work had been 
undertaken. It appears, therefore, that if want 
of authority had been the sole cause of the 
delay in building the factory at Paramatta, , 
ihat cause would not only have operated in the 
month of March, 1818, but it would have con- 
tinued to operate until the want of authority 
had been formally supplied. Governor Mac- 
quarrie, however, must be conscious, that after 
lie had stated to Mr. Marsden in the year 181 S, 
and with an appearance of regret, that the 
want of authority prevented him from under- 
taking the construction of a building of such 
undeniable necessity and importance as the 
factory at Paramatta, he had undertaken sev- 
eral buildings, which, though useful in them- 
selves, were of less comparative importance; 
and had commenced, in the month of Augu9t, 
1817, the laborious and expensive construction 
of his own stables at Sydney, to which I have 
already alluded, without any previous commu- 
nication to your lordship, and in direct oppo- 
sition to an instruction that must have then 
reached him, and that forcibly warned him of 
the consequences." — Report, p. 71. 

It is the fashion very much among the tories 
of the House of Commons, and all those who 
love the effects of public liberty, without knoA'- 
ing or caring how it is preserved, to attack 
every person who complains of abuses, and to 
accuse him of.gross exaggeration. No sooner 
(s the name of any public thief, or of any tor- 
mentor, or oppressor, mentioned in that hon- 
ourable house, than out bursts the spirit of 
jobbing eulogium, and there is not a virtue 
under heaven which is not ascribed to the de- 
linquent in question, and vouched for by the 
most irrefragable testimony. If Mr. Bennet or 
8ir Francis Burdett had attacked them, and 
they had now been living, how many honour- 
able members would have vouched for the 
honesty of Dudley and Empson, the gentleness 
of Jeffries, or the genius of Blackmore t What 
human virtue did not Aris and the governor of 
Uchester gaol possess ? Who was not ready 
to come forward to vouch for the attentive 
humanity of Governor Macquarrie! What 
scorn and wit would it have produced from 
the treasury bench, if Mr. Bennet had stated 
the superior advantages of the horses over the 
convicts ? — and all the horrors and immorali- 
ties, the filth and wretchedness, of the female 
prison of Paramatta ? Such a case, proved 
as this now is beyond the power of contradic- 
tion, ought to convince the most hardy and 
profligate scoflers, that there is really a great 
deal of occasional neglect and oppression in 
the conduct of public servants; and that in 
spite of all the official praise, which is ever 
ready for the perpetrators of crime, there is a 
great deal of real malversation which should 
be dragged to the light of day, by the exertions 
of bold and virtuous men. If we had found* 
from the report of Mr. Bigge, that the charges 
of Mr. Bennet were without any, or without 
adequate foundation, it would have given us 
great pleasure to have vindicated the governor: 
but Mr. Bennet has proved his indictmenu It 
is imposaihle to read the fQiKe|p;>s4t ^ 
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aiul not to perceive that the conduct and pro- 
ceedings of Governor Macquarric imperiously 
required the exposure they have received ; and 
that it would have been much to the credit of 
government if he had been removed long ago 
from a situation which, but for the exertions 
of Mr. Ben net, we believe he would have held 
to this day. 

The sick, from Mr. Biggc's report, appear 
to have fared as badly as the sinful. . Good 
water was scarce, proper persons to wait upon 
the patients could not be obtained; and so nu- 
merous were the complaints from this quarter, 
that the governor makes an order for the ex- 
clusion of all hospital grievances and com- 
plaints, except on-one day in the month — dropsy 
swelling, however, fever burning, and ague 
shaking, in the mean time, without waiting for 
the arrangements of Governor Macquarrie, or 
consulting the Mollfa tempora fandi. 

In permitting individuals to distil their own 
grain, the government of Botany Bay appears 
to us to be quite right- It is impossible, in 
such a colony, to prevent unlawful distillation 
to a considerable extent ; and it is as well to 
raise upon spirits (as something must be 
taxed) that slight duty which renders the con- 
traband trade not worth following. Distilla- 
tion, too, always insures a ma^zine against 
famine, by which New South Wales has more 
than once been severely visited. It opens a 
market for grain where markets are very dis- 
tant, and where redundance and famine seem 
very often to succeed each other! The cheap- 
ness of spiriu«, to such working people as know 
how to use them with moderation, is a great 
blessing ; and we doubt whether that modera- 
tion, arter the first burst of ebriety, is not just 
a.s likely to be learnt in plenty as in scare it}'. 

We were a little surprised at the scanty 
limits allowed to convicts for sleeping on hoard 
the transports. Mr. Bigge (of whose sense 
and humanity we really have not the slightest 
doubt) states eighteen inches to be quite sui!i- 
cient — twice the length of a small sheet of 
letter-paper. The printer's devil, who carries 
our works to the press, informs us, that the 
allowance to the demons of the type is double 
foolscap length, or twenty-four inches. The 
great city upholsterers generally consider six 
feet as barely sutficieni lor a person just risin? 
in business, and assisting occasionally at i)t}i- 
cial banquets. 

Mrs. Fr>''s* system is well spoken of by Mr. 
Bigge; and its useful effect in promoting order 
and decency among floating convicts fully ad- 
mitted. 



♦ \Vc are sorry It vhrnild have bren imarined, from 
some of our late olwervntions on prison discipline, that 
wc meant to disparace the exertion* of Mrs. Fry. For 
prisoners before trial, it is perfect ; but where imprison- 
ment is Intended for punishment, and not for detention, 
it requires, as we have endeavoured to show, a very 
different system. The Prison Society (an excellent, ho- 
nourable, and most usefbl institution of some of the best 
meb in Enf land) have certainly, in their first numbers, 
tkWeu into the common mistake of supposing that the re- 
formation of the culprit, and not the prevention of the 
crime, was the main object of Imprisonment ; and have. 
In contequence, taken some felse views of the method 
of trcatinf prisoners—the exposition of which, after the 
usual manner of flesh and blood, makes them a Ihtla 
anfry . Bat, In objects of so high a nature, what matters 
«##^/i^*(— Iter ' 
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I In a voyage to Botan> Bay by Mr. Bead» he 
I states that, vrlkile the convict vessel lay at 
I anchor, about to sail, a boat from shore reached 
I the ship, and from it stepped a dork of the 
Bank of Ehgland. The convicts felicitated 
themselves upon the acquisition of so gentle- 
man-like a companion ; but it soon turned out 
that the visitant had no intention of making so 
long a voyage. Finding that they were not to , 
have the pleasure of his company, the convicts 
very naturally thought of picking his pockets ; 
the necessity of which professional measure 
was prevented by a speedy distribution of their 
contents. Forth from his bill-case, this votary 
of Plutus drew his nitid Newlands; all the 
forgers and utterers were mustered on deck; 
and to each of them was well and truly paid 
into his hand a five pound note ; less accepta- 
ble, perhaps, than if privately removed from 
the person, but still jo3rfully received. This 
was well intended on the part of the directors: 
but the consequences it is scarcely necessary 
to enumerate ; a large stock of rum was im- 
mediately laid in from the circumambient slop 
boats; and the materials of constant inttiZica- 
tion secured for the rest of the voyage. 

The following account of pastoral convicts 
is striking and picturesque : — 

" I observed that a great many of the con 
victs in A^an Diem en's Land wore jackets ana 
trowsers of the kangaroo skin, and sometimes 
caps of the same material, which they obtain 
from the stock-keepers who are employed in 
the interior of the countrj*. The labour of se- 
veral of them differs, in this respect, from that 
of the convicts in New South Wales, and is 
rather pastoral than agricultural. Permission 
having been given, for the last five years, to 
the settlers to avail themselves of the ranges 
of open plains and valleys that lie on eitiier 
side of the road leading from Austin's Ferry 
to Launceston, a distance of 120 miles, their 
docks and herds have been committed to the 
care of convict shepherds and stock-keepers, 
who are sent to these cattle ranges, distant 
sometimes thirty or forty miles from their mas- 
ters* estates. 

"The boundaries of these tracts are de- 
scribed in the tickets of occupation by which 
they are held, and which are made renewable 
every year, on payment of a fee to the lieute- 
nant governor's clerk. One or more convicts 
are stationed on them, to attend to the flocks 
and cattle, and are supplied with wheat, tea* 
and su?ar. at the monthly visits of the owner. 
They are allov.cd the u-^e of a musket and a 
few cartridges to defend themselves against 
the natives : and they have also dogs, with 
which thoy hunt the kangaroos, whose flesh 
they eat, and dispose of their skins to persons 
passing from Hobart Town to Launceston, in 
exchange for tea and sugar. They thus obtain 
a plentiful supply of food, and sometimes suc- 
ceed in cultivating a few vegetables. Their 
habitations are made of turf and thatched, as 
the bark of the dwarf eucaljqptus, or gum-trees 
. of the plains ; and the interior, in Van Die- 
! men's Land, is not of sufiicient expanse to form 
I covering or shelter." — Report, pp. 107, 108. 

I A London thief, clothed in kangaroo's skins. 
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lodged under thf hmA ui tbe dwarf eucalyptus, 
and keeping bheep, fourteen thousand miles 
liom Piccadilly, with a crook bent into the 
•hape of a picklock, is not an tininteresting 
picture ; and an engraving of it might have a 
Terjr sidutary effect — ^provided no engraving 
were made of his convict master, to whom the 
aheep belong. 

The Bfaroon Indians were hunted by dogs — 
the fugitive convicts are recovered by the 
muires. 

•The native blacks that inhabit the neigh- 
bourhood of Port Hunter and Port Stephens 
bave become very active in retaking the fugi- 
tive convicts. They accompany the soldiers 
who arc sent in pursuit, and, by the extraordi- 
nary strength of sight they possess, improved 
by their dahy exercise of it in pursuit of kan- 
garoos and opossums, they can trace to a 
great distance, and with wonderful accuracy, 
tiie impressions of the human foot Nor are 
fliey afraid of meeting the fugitive convicts in 
the woods, when sent in their pursuit, without 
the soldiers ; by their skill in throwing their 
long and pointed wooden darts, they wound 
and disable them, strip them of their clothes, 
and bring them back as prisoners;' by un- 
known roads and paths, to the Goal river. 

**They are rewarded for these enterprizes 
by presents of maize and blankets ; and, not- 
witnstanding the apprehensions Of revenge 
firom the convicts whom they bring back, they 
continue to live in Newcastle and its neigh- 
bonrhood ; but are observed to prefer the so- 
cii^ of the soldiers to that of the convicts." 
^Rtport,^, 117. 

Of the convicts in New South Wales, Mr. 
Bigge found about eight or nine in an hundred 
to ht persons of respectable character and 
conduct, though the evidence respecting them 
is not quite satisfactory. But the most strik- 
ing and consolatory passage in the whole re- 
port is the following : — 

* The marriages of the native-bom youths 
with female convicts are very rare ; a circum- 
stance that is attributable to the general disin- 
clination to early marriage that is observable 
amongst them, and partly to the abandoned 
and dissolute habits of the female convicts ; 
but chiefly to a sense of pride in the native- 
bom youths, approaching to contempt for the 
vices and depravity of the convicts, even when 
manifested in the persons of their own pa- 
rents."— IZcporf, p. 105. 

Every thing is to be expected from these 
feelings. They convey to the mother-country 
the first proof that the foundations of a mighty 
empire are laid. 

We were somewhat surprised to find Go- 
vernor Macquarrie contending with Mr. Bigge, 
that it was no part of his, the governor's duty, 
to select and separate the useless from the 
nsefol convicts, or to determine, except in par- 
ticular cases, to whom they are to be assigned. 
In other words, he wishes to effect the cus- 
tomary separation of salary and duty — the 
grand principle which appears to pervade all 
human institutions, and to be the most invin- 
eible of all human abuses. Not only are 



I church, king, and state, allured by this prin- 
j ciple of vicarious labour, but the pot-boy has 
a lower pot-boy, who, for a small portion of 
the small gains of his principal, arranges, with 
inexhaustible sedulity, the subdLivided portions 
of drink, and, intensely perspiring, disperses, 
in bright pewter, the frothy elements of joy. 

There is a very awkward story of a severe 
flogging inflicted upon three freemen by Go* 
vernor Macquarrie, without complaint to, or 
intervention of, any magistrate; a fact not de- 
nied '-y the governor, and for which no ade- 
quate apology, nor any thing approaching to an 
adequate apology, is offered. These Asiatic 
and Satrapical proceedings, however, we have 
reason to think, are exceedingly disrelished by 
London juries. The profits of having been 
unjustly flogged at Botany Bay (Scarlett for 
the plaintiff) is good property, and would fetch 
a very considerable sum at the auction mart 
The governor, in many instances, appears to 
have confounded diversity of opinion upon 
particular measures, with systematic opposi- 
tion to his government, and to have treated as 
disaffected persons those whom, in favourite 
measures, he could not persuade by his argu- 
ments, nor influence by his example, and on 
points where every man has a right to judge 
for himself, and where authority has no legi- 
timate right to interfere, much less to dictate. 
To the charges confirmed by the statement of 
Mr. Bigge, Mr. Benne't adds, from the evidence 
collected by the gaol committee, that the fees 
in the governor's court, collected by Lhe au- 
thority of the governor, are most exorbitant 
and oppressive; and that illegal taxes are col- 
lected under the sole authority of the governor. 
It has been made, by colonial regulations, a 
capital offence to steal the wild cattle ; and, in . 
1816, three persons were convicted of stealing 
a wild bull, the property of our sovereign lord 
the king. Now our sovereign lord the king 
(whatever be his other merits or demerits) is 
certainly a very good-natured man, and would 
be the first to lament that an unhappy convict 
was sentenced to death for killing one of his 
wild bulls on the other side of the world. The 
cases of Mr. Moore and of William Stewart, 
as quoted by Mr. Ben net, are very strong. If 
they are answerable, they should be answered 
The concluding letter to Mr. Stewart is, to us, 
the most decisive proof of the unfitness of 
Colonel Macquarrie for the situation in which 
he was placed. The ministry at home, after 
the authenticity of the letter was proved, should 
have seized upon the first decent pretext of 
recalling the governor, of thanking him, in the 
name of his sovereign, for his valuable ser- 
vices (not omitting his care of the wild bulls), 
and of dismissing him to half pay — and in- 
significance. 

As to the trial by jury, we cannot agree with 
Mr.Bennet, that it would be right to introduce 
it at present, for reasons we have given in a 
previous article, and which we see no reason 
for altering. The time of course will come 
when it would be in the highest degree unjust 
and absurd to refuse to that settlement the be- 
nefit of popular institutions. But they are too 
young, too few, and too deficient for such civi- 
I lized machinery at ^jresewu •* \ ^«x^w«i\^isisAN$> 
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peaiieman. and a rerr hones: ma^. oar rcrr chiiectcral projects of the goTemor. Hr if 
easilr min a rerr fai^ co'onr. The cc!onV lamed ever to a seuler, vho leases this sailo- 
itself disencnzLberedcfColonelLachlan Mac- nal Bcrzia his liberty for five shillings per 
qoarrie. viH probab^.r become a rerr fise em- I v-eek. aikd aDovs him to steal and snip» vhat, 
pire ; bat ve can scarcelj beliere it' is of anj - vhen. and where he can. The excuse for aU 
present atiiitras a place cf pnai«h?r.ent. The | this mockery of law and justice is, that the 
lustorr of emancipated convicts, who hare | expense of his maintenance i% sared to the 
made a great deal ^ mener br their indnstrr roTemment at home. Bat the expense is not 

' ' : sared to the coonizr at large. Hie nefarkms 

needleman writes home, that he is as eom* 

ed br want, and borering between rice' and ; fi>nabie as a finger in a thimMe ! dial thoogh 

rirtoe. from looking npon it as a place of soP a fraction only of humanity, he has serenl 

feting — perhaps leads them to consider it as : wires, and is filled erery day with mm md 

the land of hope and refuge, to them nnattain- kangaroo. This, of coarse, i% not lost npon 

able, except by the commission of crime. And ' the shop-board ; and, for the saring of fifieea 

so they lift up their heads al the bar. hoping * pence per day, the foundation of many erimi* 

to be transported, — ~ i nal tailors is laid. What is true of tulors, is 

-SuteBtoraMcspnaitrmitfaiineraninaB ' ^^^ of tinkers and all Other trades. The 

Tta^ekumqw Bum, rips «itcnBrii aMore.** | chances of escape from labour, and of manu- 

It is not possible, in the present state of the ! laission in the Bay, wc may depend tipon it» 

Uw, that these enticing histories of conrict I *« nccuraiely repotted, and perfectly tmder* 

prosperity should be prevented, by one uniform ! 5*«^ "» *^ flash-houses of 8L dies; and, 

system of severity exercised in Xew South ' ^^*« ^arl Bathurst is fuU of jokes and joy, 

Wales, upon aU transported persons. Such V^^}^^ moTils are thus sapped to their Ibiiii- 

diflerent degrees of guilt are included under ^^^<^°- -^^ 

the term of convict, that it would violate every | •ThM pncike to aow ietort«d tow 



Ccol B:rer.* If t 
\Ltj fc£k>wed these giadationi of 
cazT-jczigx^ 'jxj w:«>2 seen te undeistood by 
\Zit itJK^.'zs wcrid a: heme. At piesenlv the 
;r\:spen:T c£ the best convicts is considend 
jo '2« aiiamabte by all; and transportatioo Io 
^1,'izitT hemisphere is iccked upon as the r^ 
=.ova:.«.^:; of ^ea forxnnes, and the passport 
10 weal'ji ani power. 

Afiocber circomstaz^ce, which destroys all 
i'i^a. ci p osishmen: in transportation to New 
Scs'ji Wales, is the etoraous expense which 
Uiat seclement would occasion, if it really 
was made a place of punishment. A littte 
wicked taiicr airives, of no use Io the ar- 



and their speculations, necessarilx reaches : 
this coimtrr, and prevents men who are goad- 
' ho ■ ■ 
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GAME LAWS/ 

[EDIHBUmOB RSTIEWy 1823.] 



About the time of the publieation of this 
liltlexwinphlet of Mr. Herbert, a committee of 
Ike Hovse of Commons published a Report on 
IIm Oune Laws, containing a great deal of 
VHyeurious information respecting the sale of 
game, an epitome of which we shall now lay 
btfofe our readers. The country higglers who. 
poultry, gather up the game from the 
I of the poachers, and transmit it in the 
) manner as poultry, and in the same pack- 
ages, to the London poulterers, by whom it is 
i&itribmed to the public ; and this traffic is car- 
ried on (as far as game is concerned) even 
ttpuk the distance of Scotland. The same bu- 
aineee is carried on by the porters of stage 
eeacbes ; and a great deal of game is sold clan- 
destinely by lords of manors, or by game- 
keepers, without the knowledge of lords of 
manors ; and principally, as the evidence states, 
tram Norfolk and Suffolk, the great schools of 
ami traps and spring guns. The supply of 
game, too, is proved to be quite as regular as 
tbe anpply of poultry ; the number of hares 
and partridges supplied rather exceeds that of 
pheasants ; but any description of game may 
De lw4 to any amount. Here is a part of the 
eriMce. 

^ Can von at any time procure any quantity 
of game f I have no doubt of it^— If you were 
to receive almost an unlimited order, could you 
exeente it! Tes, I would supply the whole 
dty of London, any fixed day once a week, all 
the year through, so that every individual in- 
habitant should have game for his table. — ^Do 
you think you could procure a thousand phea- 
sants T Yes ; I would be bound to produce ten 
th o u ua nd a week«— You would be bound to pro- 
fide eveij family in London with a dish of 
game t Yes ; a partridge, or a pheasant, or a 
hare, or a grouse, or something or other. — How 
would you set about doing it1«I should, of 
coarse, request the persons with whom I am 
in the habit of dealing, to use their influence to 
bring me what they could by a certain day ; I 
should speak to the dealers and the mail-guards, 
and coachmen, to produce a quantity ; and I 
should send to my own connections in one or 
two manors where I have the privilege of sel- 
ling for those gentlemen : and should send to 
Scotland to say, that every week the largest 
quantity they could produce was to be sent. — 
Being but a petty salesman, I sell a very small 
Quantity ; but I have had about 4000 head direct 
vom one man. — Can you state the quantity of 
game which has been sent to you during the 
year 1 .No ; I may say, perhaps, 10,000 head ; 
mine is a limited trade ; I speak comparatively 
to that of others; I only supply private fa- 
milies." — Rqwrt, p. 20. 

* Ji L$U9r U tk9 Chairman of the ComwUUe* of tho Horn— 
tfComm&nt^ ra tk* Gam* Lawt. By the Hon. and Rer. 



Poachers who go out at night cannot, of 
course, like regular tradesmen, proportion the 
supply to the demand, but having once made a 
contract, they kill all they can ; and hence it 
happens that the game market is sometimes 
very much overstocked, and great quantities 
of game either thrown away, or disposed of 
by Irish hawkers to the common people at very 
inferior prices. 

" Does it ever happen to you to be obliged « 
to dispose of poultry at the same low prices 
you are obliged to dispose of game 1 It de- 
pends upon the weather ; often, when there is 
a considerable quantity on hand, and owing to 
the weather, it will not keep till the following 
day, I am obliged to take any price that is 
offered ; but we can always turn either poultry 
or game into some price or other ; and if it 
was not for the Irish hawkers, hundreds and 
hundreds of heads of game would be spoiled 
and thrown away. It is out of the power of 
any person to conceive for one moment the 
quantity of game that is hawked in the streets. 
I have had opportunity more than other per- 
sons of knowing this; ibri have sold, I may 
say, more game than any other person in the 
city ; and we serve hawkers indiscriminately, 
persons who come and purchase probably six 
fowls or turkeys and geese, and they will buy 
heads of game with them." — Rtport^ p. 22. 

Live birds are sent up as well as dead; eggs 
as well as birds. The price of pheasants' 
eggs last year was 8s. per dozen ; of partridges' 
eggs, 25. The price of hares was from 3«. to 
59. 6(/. ; of partridges, from 1«. 6(f. to 29. 6dL ; of 
pheasants, from 5s. to 5s. 6(/. each, and some- 
times as low as Is. M. 

" What have you given for game this year 1 
It is very low indeed ; I am sick of it ; I do not 
think I shall ever deal again. We have got 
game this season as low as half-a-crown a 
brace (birds), and pheasants as low as 7s. a 
brace. It is so plentiful there has been no end 
to spoiling it this season. It is so plentiful, it 
is of no use. In war time it was worth hav- 
ing ; then they fetched 7s. and 8s. a brace."— 
Reporty p. 33. 

All the poulterers, too, even the most re* 
spectable, state that it is absolutely necessary 
they should carry on this illegal traffic in the 
present state of the game laws ; because their 
regular customers for poultry would infallibly 
leave any poulterer's shop from whence they 
could not be supplied with game. 

** I have no doubt that it is the general wish 
at present of the trade not to deal in the article; 
bilt they are all, of course, compelled from 
their connections. If they cannot get game 
from one person, they can from another. 

« Do you believe that pouUet^t^ -m^ "wA. \» 
'Oe found w\io ^oxCbi \«^ll% ^xiv >mc3«um^ »^^ 



I8f 



WORKS OF THE BEY. SYDNBT aMTTK 



would deal with those rery persons, for the 
purposes of obtaining a greater profit than they 
would hare dealing as jou would do 1 I think 
the poulterers in general are a respectable set 
of men, and would not countenance such a 
thing; they feel now that they are driven into 
a comer ; that there may be men who would 
countenance irregular proceedings, I hare no 
doubt. — Would it be their interest to do so, 
considering the penalty 1 No, I think not The 
poulterers are perfectly well aware that they 
are committing a breach of the law at present 
— Do you suppose that those persons, respecta- 
ble as they arc, who are now committing a 
breach of the law, would not equally commit 
that breach if the law were altered I No, cer- 
tainly not; at present it is so connected with 
their business that they cannot help it. — You 
said just now, that they were driven into a 
• corner ; what did you mean by that t We are 
obliged to aid and abet those men who commit 
those depredations, because of the constant 
demand for game, from diflerent customers 
whom we supply with poultry. — Could you 
carry on your business as a poulterer, if you 
refused to supply game ? By no means ; be- 
cause some of the first people in the land re- 
quire it of me." — Rqtort, p. 15. 

When that worthy errorist, Mr. Bankes, 
brought in his bill of additional severities 
against poachers, there was no man of sense 
and reflection who did not anticipate the fol- 
lowing consequences of the measure. 

" Do yon find that less game has been sold 
in consequence of the bill rendering it penal 
to sell game 1 Upon my word, it did not make 
the slightest difference in the world. — Not im- 
mediately after it was made ? No ; I do not 
think it made the slightest difference. — It did 
not make the slightest sensation ? *No, I never 
sold a bird less^ — Was not there a resolution 
of the poulterers not to sell game 1 I was sec- 
retary to that committee^ — What was the con- 
sequence of that resolution ? A great deal of 
ill blood in the trade. One gentleman who just 
left the room did not come into my ideas. I 
never had a head of game in my house ; all 
my neighbours sold it; and as we had people 
on the watch, who were ready to watch it into 
the houses, it came to this, we were prepared 
to bring our actions against certain indiriduals, 
after sitting, perhaps from three to four months, 
every week, which we did at the Crown and 
Anchor in the Strand, but we did not proceed 
with our actions, to prevent ill blood in the 
trade. We regularly met, and, as we con- 
ceived at the time, formed a committee of the 
most respectable of the trade. I was secretary 
of that committee. The game was sold in the 
city, in the vicinity of the Royal Exchange, 
cheaper than ever was known, because the 
people at our end of the town were afraid. I, 
as a point of honour, never had it in my house. 
I never had ^ head of game in my house that 
season. — What was the consequence ? — I lost 
my trade, and gave offence to gentlemen ; a 
nobleman's steward, or butler, or cook, treated 
it as contumely ; * Good God, what is the use 
of your running your head against the wall V — 
Yon were obliged to begin the trade again ? 
JP>j^ aad $Qld more ihao ever.**— i^eporf, p. 18. 



These consequences are conffrmed hf iht 
evidence of every person before the committee. 

All the evidence is very strong as to the faet» 
that dealing in game is not discreditable; that 
there are a great number of respectable per* 
sons, and, among the rest, the first poulteren in 
London, who buy game knowing it to hare 
been illegally procured, but who would never 
dream of purchasing any other article procnred 
by dishonesty. 

** Are there not, to yonr knowledge, a gmtt 
many people in this town who deal in game^ 
by buying or selling it, that wonld not on anj 
account buy or sell stolen property 1 Cep* 
tainly ; there are many capital tradesmen, pool* 
terers, who deal in game, that woold naTB 
nothing to do with stolen property ; and yet I 
do not think there is a poulterer's shop in Lon- 
don where they could not get game, if they 
wanted it — ^Do yon think any discredit atracba 
to any man in this town for buying or selling 
game ? I think none at all : and I do not think 
that the men to whom I have jnst fefened 
would have any thing to do with stolen gooda. 
Would it not, in the opinion of the inhabitants 
of London, be considered a very different thing 
dealing in stolen game, or stolen poultryl 
Certainly^ — ^The one would be considered dis- 
graceful, and the other not 1 Certainly; they 
Uiink nothing of dealing in game; and the 
farmers in the country will not give informa* 
tion ; they will have a hare or two of the veiy 
men who work for them, and they are afraid to 
give us information." — Beport, p. 31. 

The evidence of Daniel Bishop, one of the 
Bow Street officers, who has been a good deal 
employed in the apprehension of poachers, is 
curious and important, as it shows the enor> 
mous extent of the evil, and the ferocions spirit 
which the game laws engender in the common 
people. •* The poachers," he says, « came 16 
miles. The whole of the village fbom whieh 
they were taken were poachers ; the constable 
of the village, and the shoemaker, and other 
inhabitants of the village. I fetched one man 
22 miles. There was the son of a respectable 
gardener ; one of these was a sawyer, and an- 
other a baker, who kept a good shop there. If 
the village had been alarmed, we shonld have 
had some mifbhief ; but we were all prepared 
with fire-arms. If poachers have a spite with 
the gamekeeper, that would induce them to go 
out in ntnnbers to resist him. This party I 
speak of had something in their hats to distin- 
guish them. They take a delight in setting to 
with the gamekeepers ; and talk it over after- 
wards how they served so and so. They 
fought with the butt-ends of their guns at Loid 
Howe's ; they beat the gamekeepers shocking* 
ly.»» — « Does it occur to you (Bishop is asked) 
to have had more applications, and to have de» 
tected more persons this season than in any 
former one t Yes ; I think wiihin four months 
there have been twenty-one transported that I 
have been at the taking of, and throagh one 
man turning evidence in each case, and without 
that they could not have been identified ; the 
gamekeepers could not, or would not, identiQf 
them. The poachers go to the public house 
and spend their money; if they have a good 
night's work, they will go and get dronk with 
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the monej. The gangs are connected together 
at different public honscs, just like a club at a 
pablic house; they are nil sworn together. If 
the keepier took one of them, they would go and 
attack him for so doing." 

Mr. StaiTord, chief clerk of Bow Street, says, 
"All the ofiences against the game laws which 
are of an atrocious description I think arc gen- 
erally reported to the public office in Bow 
Street, more especially in cases where the 
keepers have either been killed, or dangerously 
woanded, snd the assistance of an officer from 
Bow Street is required. The applications have 
been much more numerous of late years* than 
they were formerly. Some of them have been 
cases of murder ; but I do not think many have 
amounted to mnrdcr. 'i'hore are many in- 
stances in which keepers have been very ill 
treated — they have been wounded, skulls have 
been fractured, and bones broken; and they 
have been shot at A man takes an hare, or a 
pheasant, with a very diflfcrent feeling from 
that with which he would take a pigeon or a 
fowl out of a farm-yard. The number of per- 
sons that assemble together is more for the 
purpose of protecting themselves against those 
that may apprehend them, than from any idea 
that they are actually committing deprecation 
upon the property of another person ; they do 
not consider it as property. I think there is a 
sense of morality and a distinction of crime ex- 
isting in the men's minds, although they are 
mistaken about iu Men feel that if they go in 
a great body together, to break into a house, or 
to rob a person, or to steal his poultr>', or his 
sheep, they are committing a crime against that 
man's property; but I think with respect to the 
game, they do not feel that they arc doing any 
thing which is wrong; but think they have 
committed no crime when they have done the 
ihin^.and their only anxiety is to escape detec- 
tion." In addition, Mr. Stafford states that he 
remembers not one tint^U conridioa under Mr, 
Bankei'i J9ct against buying t^anu ; and not one 
conTiction for buying or selling game within 
the last year has been made at Bow Street 

Hie inferences from these facts are exactly 
as we predicted, and as every man of common 
tense must have predicted— that to prevent the 
irie of game is absolutely impossible. If game 
is plentiful, and cannot be obtained at any law- 
ful market, an illicit trade will be established. 
which it is utterty impossible to prevent by any 
increased severity of the laws. There never was 
a more striking illustration of the necessity of 
itlending to public opinion in all penal enact- 
nents. Mr. Bankes (a perfect representative 
of all the ordinar}- notions about forcing man- 
kind by pains and penalties) took the floor. To 
bay a partridge (though still considered as in- 
ferior to murder) was visited with the very 
heaviest infliction of the law ; and yet, though 
same is sold as openly in I«ondon as apples 
and oranges, though three years have elapsed 

• It Ifl only of lato years that men have been trans- \ 
Wnt^ for ahoAiinf at niRht. There are Instanrefl of j 
«aa wko have been transported at the Sessiona for ; 
altat poachlnff, who made no reslKiance at all when 
taken : but then their characters ns old poaehprs 
walffhe4 M&tnst them— characters estimated probably 
^ iIm verjr lords of manors who had lost their tame. 
tlUiikfncaAil law la ibo occaaion of all the murders 
«taalitai for fan*- 



ri'nce this legislative mistake, the officers of the 
police can hardly recollect a sm^le instance 
where the information has been laid, or the 
penalty lev»ed : and why 7 because every man's 
feelings and every man*s understanding tell 
him, that it i5 a mo?t absurd and ridiculous 
tyranny to prevent one man, who has more 
game than he wants, from exchanging it with 
another man, who has more money th&n he 
wants— because magistrates will not (if they 
can avoid it) inflict such absurd penalties — be- 
cause even common informers know enough of 
the honest indignation of mankind, and arc too 
well aware of the coldness of pump and pond to 
act under the bill of the Lycurgus of Corfe 
Castle. 

The plan now proposed is, to undersell the 
poacher, which may be successful or unsuc* 
cessful ; but the threat is, if you attempt this 
plan there will be no game — and if there is no 
game there will be no country gentlemen. We 
deny every part of this enthymeme — the last 
proposition as well as the first. We really 
cannot believe that all our rural mansions would 
be deserted, although no game was to be found 
in their neighbourhood. Some come into the 
country f*)r health, some for quiet, for agricul- 
ture, fur economy, from attachment to family 
estates, from love of retirement, from the neces- 
sity of keeping up provincial interests, and 
from a vast variety of causes. Partridges and 
pheasants, though they form nine-tenths of 
human motives, still leave a small residue, 
which may be classed under some other head. 
Neither is a great proportion of those whom 
the love of shooting brings into the country of 
the smallest value or importance to the country. 
A colonel of the Guards, the second son just 
entered at Oxford, throe diners out from Pic- 
cadilly — Major Rock, Lord John, Lord Charles, 
the colonel of the regiment quartered at the 
neighbouring' town, two Irish peers, and a Ger- 
man baron ; — if all this honourable company 
proceed with fustian jackets, dog-whistles, and 
chemical inventions, to a solein:) destructicm of 
pheasants, how is the country benefited by 
their presence? tir how woulii earth, air, or 
sea, be injured by their annihi]:i'.ii>n ? There 
are certainly many valuable nv^n brought into 
the countr)' by a love of shooiinj;, who, coming 
there for thjit purpose, are useful for many bet- 
ter purpt)scs ; but a vast multitude of shixiters 
are of no more service to the country than the 
ramrod which condenses the charge, or the 
barrel which contains il. Wo do not deny that 
the annihilation of the t;amo laws would thin 
the aristocratical population of the country ; but 
it would not thin that population so much as is 
contended ; and the loss of many of the persons 
so banished would be a gttod rather than a 
misfortune. \\ all events, we cannot at all 
comprehend the policy of alluring the better 
classes of society into the country, by the 
temptation of petty tyranny and injustice, or of 
monopoly in sports. How absurd it would bo 
to offer to the higher orders the exclusive use 
of peaches, nectarines, and apricots, as the pre- 
mium of rustication— to put vast quantities of 
men into pris»m as apricot eaters, apricot buy- 
ers, and apricot sellers — to appoint a regular 
«lay for beginning to cat, a5\4 ^swcaYax ^xX^^'^ 
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ingoS—to have a lord of the manor for green 
gages — and to rage with a penalty of five 
pounds against the unqualified eater of the 
gage ! And yet the privilege of shooting a set 
of wild poultry is stated to be the bonus for the 
residence of country gentlemen. As far as 
this immense advantage can be obtained with- 
out the sacrifice of jastice and reason, well and 
§:ood — but we would not oppress any order of 
ociety, or violate right and wrong, to obtain any 
population of squires, however dense. It is the 
grossest of all absurdities to say the present 
state of the law is absurd and unjust; but it 
must not be altered, because the alteration 
would drive gentlemen out of the country ! If 
gentlemen cannot breathe fresh air without in- 
justice, let them putrefy in Cranborne Alley. 
Make just laws, and let squires live and die 
where they please. 

The evidence collected in the House of Com- 
mons respecting the game laws is so striking 
and so decisive against the gentlemen of the 
trigger, that their only resource is to represent 
it as not worthy of belief. But why not worthy 
of belief! It is not stated what part of it is 
incredible. Is it the plenty of game in London 
for sale ? the unfrequency of convictions 1 the 
occasional but frequent excess of supply above 
demand in an article supplied by stealing 1 or 
its destruction when the sale is not without 
risk, and the price extremely low 1 or the readi- 
ness of grandees to turn the excess of their 
game into fish or poultry? All these circum- 
stances appear to us so natural and so likely, 
that we should, without any evidence, have but 
little doubt of their existence. There are a 
few absurdities in the evidence of one of the 
poulterers ; but, with this exception, we see no 
reason whatever for impugning the credibility 
and exactness of the mass of testimony pre- 
pared by the committee. 

It i^ utterly impossible to teach the common 
people to respect property in animals bred the 
possessor knows not where — which he cannot 
recognize by any mark, which may leave him 
the next moment, which are kept, not for his 
profit, but for his amusement. Opinion never 
will be in favour of such property ; if the 
animut furandi exists, the propensity will be 
gratified by poaching. It is in vain to increase 
the severity of the protecting laws. They make 
the case weaker, instead of stronger ; and are 
more resisted and worse executed, exactly in 
proportion as they are contrary to public opi- 
nion : — the case of the game laws is a memo- 
rable lesson upon the philosophy of legisla- 
tion. If a certain degree of punishment does 
not cure the offence, it is supposed, by the 
Bankes School, that there is nothing to be 
done but to multiply this punishment by two, 
and then again and again, till the object is ac- 
complished. The efficif-nt maximum of pun- 
ishment, however, is not what the legislature 
chooses to enact, but what the great mnxa of mnti' 
kind think the maximum ousrht to be. The moment 
the punishment passes this Rubicon, it becomes 
less and less, instead of greater and greater. 
Juries and magistrates will not commit — in- 
formers* are afraid of public indignation — 

• Tben h m remarktihle f oaUnce of tbit in th« new 
runtpik^ Act, Tb9 p^uttr fl>r uUng waon tbau Ui« 



S)achers will not submit to be sent to Botinj 
ay without a Imttle — ^blood is shed for jdiea- 
sants — the public attention is called lo this pre- 
posterous state of the law— and even miaitten 
— (whom nothing pesters so mnch as the in- 
terests of humanity) are at least compelled to 
come forward and do what is right Apply 
this to the game laws. It was before penal to 
sell game : within these few years it has been 
made penal to buy ir. From the scandalous 
cruelty of the law, night poachers are (rans- 
ported for seven years. And yet, never was io 
much game sold, or such a spirit of ferocious 
resistance excited to the laws. One-foarlh of 
all the commitments in Great Britain are for 
offences against the game laws. There is a 
general feeling that some alteration rotfst take 
place — a feeling not only among Reviewers, 
who never see nor eat game, but among the 
double-barreled, shot-belted members of ibe 
House of Commons, who are either alarmed 
or disgusted by the vice and misery which 
their cruel laws and childish passion for 
amusement are spreading among the Lower 
orders of mankind. 

It is said, ** In spite of all the game sold, 
there is game enough left ; let the laws there- 
fore remain as they are ;" and so it was said 
formerly, *< There is sugar enough; let the 
slave (rade remain as it is." But at what ex- 
pense of human happiness is this quantity of 
game or of sugar, and this state of poacher 
law and slave law, to remain ! The first object 
of a good government is, not that rich men 
should have th^ir pleasures in perfection, bat 
that all orders of men should be good and 
happy ; and if crowded covies and chuckling 
cock-pheasants are only to be procured by 
encouraging the common people in vice, and 
leading them into cpiel and disproportionate 
punishment, it is the duty of the government 
to restrain the cruelties which the country 
members, in reward for their assiduous loyalty, 
have been allowed to introduce into the game 
laws. 

The plan of the new bill (long since antici- 
pated, in all its provisions, by the acute author 
of the pamphlet before us,) is, that the puUie 
at large should be supplied by persons licensed 
by magistrates, and that all qualified persons 
should be permitted to sell their game to these 
licensed distributors ; and there seems a fair 
chance that such a plan would succeed. The 
questions are, Would suffiQient game come into 
the hands of the licensed salesman T Would 
the Ijtensed salesman confine himself to the 
purchase of game from qualified persona ?«-> 
Would buyers of game purchase elsewhere 
than from the licensed salesman T Would the 
poacher be under-sold by the honest dealer!^ 
Would game remain in the same plenty as be- 
fore 1 It is understood that the game laws are 
to remain as they are ; with this only diifel^ 



lepal namber of outside passengera is ten poundt ptf 
head, ir the coachman is in part or wholly ibe owveir. 
This will rarely be levied ; because it is too much. A 
penalty of lUO/. would produce perfect impunity, "ne 
maximum of practical severity would have been aboot 
five pounds. Any magistrate would cheertbliy l9rf 
this sum ; while donblinf it will produM r«lactaiic« m 
ib« ^udce, reslsunce in the ^ulpnt, and oawillmfDeai 



•WOBKB OF THB BEY. SYDNEY SMITH. 



193 



«Me» that die qualified man can sell to the 
Ueensed man, and the licentiate to the pablic 
' li seems probable to ns, that vast qaan titles 
of gtme would, after a little time, find their way 
into the hands of licensed poulterers. Great 
people are very often half eaten ap by their es- 
tidrilisments. The quantity of game killed in a 
hirge shooting party is very great ; to eat it is 
impossible, and to dispose of it in presents 
^ery troublesome. The preservation of game 
b yery expensive ; and, when it could be bought, 
ft would be no more a compliment to send it as 
a present than it would be to send geese and 
Ibwls. If game were sold, very large shooting 
establishments might be made to pay their own 
expenses. The shame is made by the law ; 
ther^ is a disgrace in being detected and fined. 
If that barrier were removed, superfluous par- 
tridges would go to the poulterers as readily 
as superfluoas venison does to the venison 
butcher^-or as a gentleman sells the corn and 
mutton off'his farm which be cannot consume. 
For these reasons, we do not doubt that the 
shops of licensed poulterers would be full of 
game in the season ; and this part of the argu- 
ment, we think, the archenemy, Sir John Shel- 
ley, himself would concede to us. 

The next question is, From whence they 
would procure it 1 A license for selling game, 
granted by country magistrates, would, from 
their jealousy upon these subjects, be granted 
only to persons of some respectability and pro- 
perty. The purchase of game from unqualified 
persons would, of course, be guarded against 
by very heavy penalties, both personal and pe- 
eoniary ; and these penalties would be inflicted, 
because opinion would go with them. " Here 
is a respectable tradesman,'* it would be said, 
•• who might have bought as much game as he 
pleased in a lawful manner, but who, in order 
to increase his profits by buying it a little 
eheaper, has encouraged a poacher to steal it." 
Pablic opinion, therefore, would certainly be 
in favour of a very strong punishment ; and a 
licensed vender of game, who exposed himself 
to these risks, would expose himself to the loss 
of liberty, property, character, and license. — 
The persons interested to put a stop to such a 
practice, would not be the paid agents of gov- 
emment, as in cases of smuggling ; but all the 
gentlemen of the country, the customers of the 
tradesman for fish, poultry, or whatever else he 
dealt in, would have an interest in putting down 
the practice. In all probability, the practice 
wtmid become disreputable, like the purchase 
of stolen poultry ; and this would be a stronger 
barrier than the strongest laws. There would. 
of course, be some exceptions to this statement. 
A few shabby people would, for the chance of 
gaining sixpence, incur the risk of ruin and dis- 
grace; but it is probable that the general prac- 
oee would l>e otherwise. 

For the same reasons, the consumers of 
game would rather give a little more for it to a 
licensed poulterer, than expose themselves to 
severe penalties by purchasing from poachers. 
The great mass of London consumers are sup- 
plied now, not from shabby people, in whom 
Uiey can have no confidence — ^not from hawk- 
an and porters, but from respectable trades- 
t in whose probity they have ihe most per- 
25 



feet confidence. Men will brave the law for 
pheasants, but not for sixpence or a shilling ; 
and the law itself is much more diflicult to be 
braved, when it allows pheasants to be bought 
at some price, than when it endeavours to ren- . 
der them utterly Inaccessible to wealth. All 
the licensed salesmen, too, would have a direct 
interest in stepping the contraband trade of 
game. They would lose no character in doing 
so ; their informations would be reasonable and 
respectable. 

If all this is true, the poacher would have 
to compete with a great mass of game fairly 
and honestly poured into the market. He 
would be selling with a rope about his neck, to 
a person who bonght with a rope about his 
neck ; his description of customers would be 
much the same as the customers for stolen 
poultry, and his profits would be very materi- 
ally abridged. At present, the poacher is in 
the same situation as the smuggler would be, 
if rum and brandy could not be purchased of 
any fair trader. The great check to the profits 
of the smuggler are, that if you want his com- 
modities, and will pay an higher price, you 
may have them elsewhere without risk or dis- 
grace. But forbid the purchase of these luxu- 
ries at any price. Shut up the shop of the 
brandy merchant, and you render the trade of 
the smuggler of incalculable value. The ob- 
ject of the intended bill is, to raise np precisely 
the same competition to the trade of the poach- 
er, by giving the public an opportunity of buy- 
ing lawfully and honestly the tempting articles 
in which he now deals exclusively. Such an 
improvement would not, perhaps, altogether 
annihilate his trade; but it would, in all proba- 
bility, act as a very material check upon it. 

The predominant argument against all this 
is, that the existing prohibition against buying 
game, though partially violated, does deter many 
persons from coming into the market; that if 
this prohibition were removed, the demand for 
game would be increased, the legal supply 
would be insufiicient, and the residue would, 
and must be, supplied by the poacher, whose 
trade would, for thc»e reasons, be as lucrative 
and flourishing as before. But it is only a few 
years since the purchase of game has been 
made Illegal : and the market does not appear 
to have been at all narrowed by the prohibition ; 
not one head of game the less has been sold by 
the poulterers; and scarcely one single con- 
viction has taken place under that law. How, 
then, would the removal of the prohibition, and 
the alteration of the law, extend the market 
and increase the demand, when the enactment 
of the prohibition has had no efiect in narrow- 
ing it ? But if the demand increases, why not 
the legal supply also?^Game is increased 
upon an estate by feeding them in winter, by 
making some abatement to the tenants for 
guarding against depradations, by a large ap- 
paratus of gamekeepers and spies — in short by 
expense. But if this pleasure of shooting, so 
natural to country gentlemen, is made to pay 
its own expenses, by sending superfluous game 
to market, more men, it is reasonable to sup* 
pose, will thus preserve and augment their 
game. The love of pleasure and amusement, 
will produce ia \3\« o'v^^x^ qI ^skssa ^^ \«!»s% 



tM 



WOKKB or THE BBV. SYDNBT MiOnL 



to mnhiptj game, which the love of gain does 
in the ftrmer to mnltiplj poultry. Many gen- 
tlemen of small fortune will remember, that 
diey cannot enjoy to any extent this pleasure 
without this resource; that the legal sale of 
poultry will discountenance poaching; and 
thej will open an account with the poulterer, 
not to get richer, but to enjoy a great pleasure 
without an expense, in which, upon other terms, 
they could not honourably and conscientiously 
indulge. If country gentlemen of moderate 
fortune will do this (and we think aAer a little 
time they will do it), game may be muhiplied 
and legally supplied to any extent. Another 
keeper, and another bean-stack, will produce 
Iheir proportional supply of pheasants. The 
oaljr reason why the great lord has more game 



per aere than the little sqiiire is, ^at he spends 
more money per acre to pnsserye iu 

For these reasons, we think the experiment 
of legalizing the sale of game ought to be friedi 
The game laws hare been carried to a pilch 
of oppression which is a disgrace to the cooi^ 
try. The prisons are half filled with peasami^ 
shut up for the irregular slaughter of rabbilt 
and birds — a sufficient reason for killing a 
weasel, but not for imprisoning a man. Somo- 
thing should be done; it is disgraceful to a 
government to stand by, and see such enormoof 
evils without interference. It is true, they art 
not connected with the struggles of party; but 
still, the happiness of the common people, whal* 
ever gentlemen may say, ought every now aad 
then to be considered. 
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CRUEL TREATMENT OF UNTRIED PRISONERS/ 



[EDnrsusoH Rinsw, 1824.] 



It has been the practice, all over England, 
Ibr these last fifty years,f not to compel mson- 
tn to work before guilt was proved. Within 
fiiese last three or four years, however, the 
ttigistrates of the North Riding of Yorkshire, 
eonsidering it improper to support any idle 

SiTSon at the county expense, have resolved, 
at prisoners committed to the house of cor- 
rection for trial, and requiring county support, 
dionld work for their livelihood; and no sooner 
was the treadmill brought into fashion, than 
that machine was adopted in the North Riding 
ts the species of labour by which such prison- 
ers were to earn their maintenance. If these 
magistrates did not consider themselves em- 
powered to burden the county rates for the 
rapport of prisoners before trial, who would 
not contribute to support themselves, it does 
Bot appear, from the publication of the reve- 
rend chairman of the sessions, that any opi- 
nions of counsel were taken as to the legality 
of so putting prisoners to work, or of refusing 
them maintenance if they choose to be idle; 
hut the magistrates themselves decided that 
such was the law of the land. Thirty miles 
off, however, the law of the land was difTcrenlly 
interpreted ; and in the Castle of York large 
snms were annually expended in the mainte- 
nance of idle prisoners before trial, and paid 
by the different Ridings, without remonstrance 
or resistance.* 

Such was the state of affairs in the county 
of York before the enactment of the recent 
prison bill. After that period, enlargements 
and alterations were necessary in the county 
Jail ; and it was necessary also for these ar- 
rangements, that the magistrates should know 
whether or not they were authorized to main- 
lain such prisoners at the expense of the 
coonty, as, being accounted able and unwilling 
to work, still claimed Ihe county allowance. 
To questions proposed upon these points to 
fliree barristers, the following answers were 
retamed : — 

'<2dly, I am of opinion, that the magistrates 
•re empowered, and are compelled to main- 
tain, at the expense of the county, such prison- 
«rs before trial as are able to work, unable to 
maintain themselves, and not willin<? to work; 
and that they have not the power of compell- 

• 1. jf LetUr to tk§ Rifkt Honourable Roheft Peel, one 
ti Bit MajeHif** Principal Secretaries of State, ^c. S;e. S;e. 
om Priaon Labour. By JoH!f Hradlam, M. A . Chairman 
•f tile Qaarter Sessions for the North Ridinpr of the 
Cbuty of York. London, rintchard tind Son, 18S3. 

tL infoirmation and Oboervation^, respecting' the proposed 

hpiiii fi at York Castle. Printed by Order of the 

Osunfttee of Maftttratefl. September, 1823. 

f H«adlam, p. 6. 

t We mention the case of the North Riding, to convince 
Mir reader* that the practice of condemning priKoners to 
W«rk before trial hat existed in some parts of England ; 
ftr hi i|«eetiont like this we have always found It more 
Mcub to prove the existence of the facu, than to prove 
tttt tbty war* mkcliievoas and uqjast. 



ing such prisoners to work, either at the tread- 
mill, or any other species of labour. 

"J. GuBirxT. 
'^lAncohiB htn Fields, 2d September, 1823.'' 

'*! think the magistrates are empowered, 
nnder the tenth section (explained by the 37th 
and 38th), to maintain prisoners before trial 
who are able to work, unable to maintain 
themselves by their own means, or by employ- 
ment which they themselves can procure, and 
not willing to work ; and I think also, that the 
words ''shall be lawful," in that section, do 
not leave them a discretion on the subject, but 
are compulsory. Such prisoners can only be 
employed in prison labour with thdr own 
consent i and it cannot be intended that the 
justices may force such consent, by withhold* 
ing from them the necessaries of life, if they 
do not give it Even tliose who are convicted 
cannot be employed at the treadmill, which I 
consider as a species of severe labour. 

« September 4/A, 1823." '* J. PAaas. 

" 2dly, As to the point of compelling prison* 
ers confined on criminal charges, and receiv- 
ing relief from the magistrates, to reasonable 
labour; to that of the treadmill for instance, 
in which, when properly conducted, there is 
nothing severe or unreasonable ; had the ques- 
tion arisen prior to the late act, I should with 
confidence have said, I thought the magistrates 
had a compulsory power in this respect. 
Those who cannot live without relief in a jail, 
cannot live without labour out of it Labour 
then is their avocation. Nothing is so injuri- 
ous to the morals and habits of the prisoner 
as the indolence prevalent in prisons ; nothing 
so injurious to good order in the prison. The 
analogy between this and other cases of public 
support is exceedingly strong; one may almost 
consider it a general principle, that those who 
live at the charge of the community shall, as 
far as they are able, give the community a 
compensation through their labour. But the 
question does not depend on mere abstract 
reasoning. The stat 19 Ch. 2, c.4, sec. 1, en- 
titled, *An Act for Relief of poor Prisoner*, 
and setting them on work,' speaks of persons • 
committed for felony and other misdemeanours 
to the common jail, who many times perish 
before trial f and then nroceeds as to setting 
poor prisoners on w^lk. Then stat 31 G. 3, 
c. 46, sec. 13, orders money to be raised for 
such prisoners of every description, as, b^ng 
confined within the said jails, or other placet 
of confinement, are not able to worh, A late 
stat (52 G. 3, c. l60) orders parish relief to 
such debtors on mesne process in jails, not 
county jails, as are not able to support them- 
selves; but says nothing of finding or com- 
pelling work. Could it be doubted, that if the 
justices were to provide work, and tJhft^TNsssMf*. 
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parish paupers, be refused the relief mentioned 
ij the statute? In all the above cases, the 
authority to insist on the prisoner's labour, as 
the condition and consideration of relief grantr 
ed him, is, I think, either expressed, or neces- 
sarily implied ; and thus viewing the subject, 
I think it was in the power of magistrates, 
prior to the late statute, to compel prisoners, 
subsisting in ail or in part on public relief^ to 
work at the treadmill. The objection com- 
monly made is, that prisoners, prior to trial, 
are to be accounted innocent, and to be de- 
tained, merely that they may be secured for 
trial ; to this the answer is obvious, that the 
labour is neither meant as a punishment or a 
disgrace, but simply as a tompensation for the 
relief, at their own request, afforded them. 
Under the present statute, I, however, have no 
doubt, that poor prisoners are entitled to public 
support, and that there can be no compulsory 
labour prior to trial. The two statutes advert- 
ed to (l9 Ch. 2, c. 4, and 31 G. 3) are, as far 
as this subject is concerned, expressly re- 
pealed. The legislature tlien bad in contem- 
plation the existing power of magistrates to 
order labour before trial, and having it in con- 
templation, repeals it ; substituting (sec. 38) a 
power of setting to labour cw/y sentenced per- 
aofu. The 13th rule, too (p. 177), speaks of 
labour as connected with convicted prisoners, 
and sec. 37 speaks in general terms of persons 
committed for trial, as labouring with their 
own consent In opposition to these clauses, 
I think it impossible to speak of implied 
power, or power founded on general reasoning 
or analogy. So strong, however, are the argu- 
ments in favour of a more extended authority 
in justices of the peace, that it is scarcely to 
be doubted, that Parliament, on a calm revision 
of the subject, would be willing to restore, in 
a more distinct manner than it has hitherto 
been enacted, a general discretion on the sub- 

J'ect Were this done, there is one observation 
will venture to make, which is, that should 
some unfortunate association of ideas render 
the treadmill a matter of ignominy to common 
feelings, an enlightened magistracy would 
scarcely compel an untried prisoner to a spe- 
cies of labour which would disgrace him in 
his own mind, and in that of the public. 

««8. W. NiCOLL. 

•*York, August 27th, 1823." 

In consequence, we believe, of these opinions, 
the North Riding magistrates, on the 13th of 
October (the new bill commencing on the 1st 
of September), passed the following resolu- 
tion: — ^''That persons committed for trial, who 
are able to work, and have the means of em- 
ployment offered the^by the visiting magis- 
trates, by which they may earn their support, 
but who obstinately refuse to work, shall be 
allowed bread and water only.*' 

By this resolution they admit, of course, 
fliat the counsel are right in their interpreta- 
tion of the present law ; and that magistrates 
arc forced to maintain prisoners before trial 
who do not choose to work. The magistrates 
say, however, by their resolution, that the food 
0ba}} be of the plainest and humblest kind, 
hnsd and water; meaiung, of course« thai 



such prisoners should have a sufficient quantity 
of bread and water, or otherwise tlie erasioa 
of the law would be in the highest degree 
mean and reprehensible. But it is imposnble 
to suppose any such tiling to be intended by 
gentlemen so highly respectable. Their intea* 
tion is not that idle persons before trial riiall 
starve, but that they shall have barely enongfa of 
the plainest foodfor the supponnf life and heaMi. 

Mr. Headlam' has written a pamphlet to 
show that the old law was very reasonable 
and proper ; that it is quite right that prisoners 
before trial, who are able to support them- 
selves, but unwilling to work, should be com* 
pelled to work, and at the treadmill, or that all 
support should be refused them. We are en-> 
tirely of an opposite opinion ; and maintain 
that it is neither legal nor expedient to ctmjpel 
prisoners before trial to work at the treadmill, 
or at any species of labour, and that those who 
refuse to work should be supported upon a 
plain, healthy diet. We impute no sort of 
blame to the magistrates of the North Riding 
or to Mr. Headlam, their chairman. We have 
no doubt but that they thought their measures 
the wisest and the best for correcting evil, and 
that they adopted them in pursuance of what 
they thought to be their duty. Nor do we 
enter into any discussion with Mr. Headlam, 
as chairman of a Quarter Sessions, but as the 
writer of a pamphlet. It is only in his capa- 
city of author that we have any thing to do 
with him. In answering the arguments of 
Mr. Headlam, we shall notice, at the same 
time, a few other observations commonly re- 
sorted to in defence of a system which we be- 
lieve to be extremely pernicious, and pregnant 
with the worst consequences ; and so thinking, 
we contend as^ninst it, and in support cf the 
law as it now stands. 

We will not dispute with Mr. HeadLim, 
whether his exposition of the old law is right 
or wrong: because time cannot be more on- 
profitably employed than in hearing gentlemen 
who are not lawyers discuss points of law. 
We dare to say Mr. Headlam knows as much 
of the laws of his country as magistrates in 
general do ; but he will pardon us for believ- 
ing, that for the moderate sum of three guineas 
a much better opinion of what the law is now, 
or was then, can be purchased, than it is in the 
power of Mr. Headlam, or any other county 
magistrate, to give for nothing — Cuilihet in arl€ 
sua eredendum est. It is concerning the expe- 
diency of such laws, and upon that point 
alone, that we are at issue with Mr. Headlam; 
and do not let this gentleman suppose it to be 
any answer to our remarks to state what is 
done in the prison in which he is concerned, 
now the law is altered. The question is, 
whether he is right or wrong in his reasoning 
upon what the law ought to be ; we wish to 
hold out such reasoning to public notice, and 
think it important it should be refuted— doubly 
important, when it comes from an author, the 
leader of the quorum, who may say with tte 
pious JBncas, — 

Queqne Ipse miserrima vidi, 

Et quorum {Mira mafnm Aii. 

If, in this discussion, we are forced to insist 
upon the plainest and most elementary trnthSy 
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ttie fault is not with us, but with those who 
forget them ; and who refuse to be any longer 
restrained bj those principles which.have bith- 
nto been held to be as clear as they are im- 
portant to human happiness. 

Xo begin, then, with the nominative case 
Kid the veid>— we must remind those advo- 
cates for the treadmill, a parte ante (for which 
the millers a parte post we have no quarrel), 
that it is one of the oldest maxims of common 
sense, common humanity, and common law, 
10 consider every man as innocent till he is 
proved to be guilty ; and not only to consider 
mint to be innocent, but to treat him as if he 
was so ; to exercise upon his case not merely 
a barren speculation, but one which produces 
practical effects, and which secures to a pri- 
soner the treatment of an honest, unpunished 
laan. Now, to compel prisoners before trial 
to work at tlie treadmill, as the condition of 
their support, must, in a great number of in- 
stances, operate as a very severe punishment. 
A prisoner may be a tailor, a watchmaker, a 
bookbinder, a printer, totally unaccustomed to 
any such species of labour. Such a man may 
be cast into jail at the end of August,* and not 
tried till the March following; is it no punish- 
ment to such a man to walk up hill like a turn- 
spit dog, ' in an infamous machine, for six 
months? and yet there are gentlemen who 
soppose that the common people do not con- 
sider this as punishment ! — that the gayest and 
most joyous of human beings is a treadcr, 
nntried by a jury of his countrymen, in the 
filth month of lifting up the leg, and striving 
against the law of gravity, supported by the 
glorious information which he receives from 
UM turnkey, that he has all the time been 
grinding flour on the other side of the wall ! 
U this sort of exercise, necessarily painful to 
sedentary persons, is agreeable to persons ac- 
costomed to labour, then make it voluntary — 
give the prisoners their choice — ^give more 
money and more- diet to those who can and 
will labour at the treadmill, if the treadmill 
(now so dear to magistrates) is a proper pun- 
ishment for untried prisoners. The position 
we are contending against is, that all poor 
prisoners who are able to work should be put 
to work upon the treadmill, the inevitable con- 
sequence of which practice is, a repetition of 
gross injustice by the infliction of undeserved 
punishment; for punishment, and severe pun- 
ishment, to such persons as we have enume- 
rated, we must consider it to be. 

Bnt punishments are not merely to be esti- 
mated by pain to the limbs, but by the feelings 
of die mind. Gentlemen punishers are some- 
limes apt to forget that the common people 
haTe any mentsd feelings at all, and think, if 
body and belly are attended to, that persons 
nndksr a certain income have no right to likes 
and dislikes. The labour of the treadmill is 
iricsome, dull, monotonous, and disgusting to 
die last degree. A man does not see his work, 



• Mr. n«adUm, as we understand him, would extend 
tUi labour to all poor prisoners before trial in Jails which 
•ra delivered twice a year at the assizes, as well as to 

te•s of correction delivered four times a year at the 
Ions; i. t. not to extend the labour, but to reAise all 
■apport to those who refuse the labour— a distinctton, 
tamoc a differtBct. 



does not know what he is doing, what progress 
he is making ; there is no room for art, con- 
trivance, ingenuity, and superior skill — all 
which are the cheering circumstances of hu- 
man labour. The husbandman sees the field 
gradually subdued by the plough ; tlie smith 
beats the rude mass of iron by degrees into 
its meditated shape, and gives it a meditated 
utility ; the tailor accommodates his parallelo- 
gram of cloth to the lumps and bumps of the 
human body, and, holding it up, exclaims, 
"This will contain the lower moiety of an hu- 
man being." But the treader docs nothing but 
tread; he sees no change of objects, admires 
no new relation of parts, imparts no new qua- 
lities to matter, and gives to it no new ar- 
rangements and positions ; or, if he does, he 
sees and knows it not, but is turned at once 
from a rational being, by a justice of peace, 
into a primum mobile, and put upon a level 
with a rush of water or a puff of steam. It 
is impossible to get gentlemen to attend to the 
distinction between raw and roasted prisoners, 
without which all discussion on prisoners is 
perfectly ridiculous. Nothing can b^ more 
excellent than this kind of labour for persons 
to whom you mean to make labour as irksome 
as possible ; but for this very reason, it is th^ 
labour to which an untried prisoner ought not 
to be put 

It is extremely uncandid to say that a man 
is obstinately and incorrigibly idle, because 
he will not submit to such tiresome and de- 
testable labour as that of the treadmill. It is 
an old feeling among Englishmen that there is 
a di/Tercnce between tried and untried per- 
sons, between accused and convicted persons. 
These old opinions were in fashion before this 
new magistrate's plaything was invented ; and 
we are convinced that many industrious per- 
sons, feeling that they have not had their trial, 
and disgusted with the nature cf the labour, 
would refuse to work at the treadmill, who 
would not be averse to join in any common 
and fair occupation. Mr. Hcadlam says, that 
labour may be a privilege as well as a punish- 
ment. So may taking physic be a privilege, 
in cases where it is asked for as a charitable 
relief, but not if it is stuffed down a man's 
throat whether he say yea or nay. Certainly 
labour is not necessarily a punishment: no- 
body has said it is so ; but Mr. Headlam's la- 
bour is a punishment, because it is irksome, 
infamous, unasked for, and undeserved. This 
gentleman, however, observes, that committed 
persons have offended the laws ; and the senti- 
ment expressed in these words is the true key 
to his pamphlet and his system— a perpetual 
tendency to confound the convicted and the 
accused. 

" With respect to those sentenced to labour 
as a punishment, I apprehend there is no dif- 
ference of opinion. All are agreed that it is 
a great defect in any prison where such con- 
victs are unemployed. But as to all otAer pri- 
soners, whether debtors, permma eammitted fir 
trials or convicts not sentenced to hard labour, 
if they have no means of subsisting tliem- 
sclves, and must, if discharged, fither labour 
for their UveUhood ox «:^'9V! ^wt \ax^i«2t!aa^'»' 
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to those who maintain themselves 

industry, that those who, by offendr 

Uf$, have Bubfeded themsehea to imprir 

should be lodged, and clothed, and 

out being called upon for the same 

s, which others have to use to obtain 

/antages." — Headlamp pp. 23, 24. 

nothing can be more unfair than to sav 
z\i men have oflended the laws. Thai 
eery question to be tried, whether they 
(flended the laws or not 1 It is merely 
te this little circumstance is taken fur 
d, that we have any quarrel at all with 
^eadlam and his school. 

can make," says Mr. Headlam, ** every 
ate consideration for the rare case of a 
m perfectly innocent being committed to 
on suspicion of crime. 8uch person is 
inredly an object of compassion, for hav- 
fallen under circumstances which subject 
i to be charged with crime, and, conse- 
mily, to be deprived of his liberty : but if 
has been in the habit of labouring for his 
^ad before his commitment, there docs not 
ipcar to be any addition to his misfortune in 
!ing called upon to work fur his subsistence 
i prison.**— /feac/^m, p. 24. 
And yet Mr. Headlam describes this verj' 
mnishment, which dues not add to the mis- 
.brtunes of an innocent man, to be generally 
dimreeable, to be duU^ irktomCy to excite a strong 
diMukef to be a dull, monotofwus labour, to be a 
wnJtrivanet which connects the idea of discotn fori 
with ajaiL (p. 36.) So that Mr. Headlam looks 
upon -It to be no increase of an innocent man's 
misfortunes, to be constantly employed upon 
a dull, irksome, monotonous labour, which ex- 
cites a strong dislike, and connects the idea of 
discomfort with a jail. We cannot stop, or 
stoop to consider, whether beating hemp is 
more or less dignified than working in a mill. 
The simple rule is this,— whatever felons do, 
men not yet proved to be felons should not be 
compelled to do. It is of no use to look into 
laws become obsolete by alteration of man- 
ners. For these fifty years past, and before 
the invention of treadmills, untried men were 
not put upon felons' work ; but with the mill 
came in the mischief. Mr. Headlam asks. 
How can men be employed upon the' ancient 
trades in a prison! — certainly they cannot; 
bat are human occupations so few, and is the 
ingenuity of magistrates and jailers solimited, 
that no occupations cap be found for innocent 
men, but those which are shameful and odious 1 
Does Mr. Headlam really believe, that grown 
up and baptized persons are to be satisfied 
with such arguments, or repelled by such dif- 
ficulties 1 

It is some compensation to an acquitted per- 
son, that the labour he has gone through un- 
mstly in jail has taught him some trade, given 
nini a^ insight into some species of labour in 
which he may hereaAcr improve himself; but 
Mr. Headlam's prisoner, after a verdict of ac- 
quittal, has learnt no other art than of walking 
lip hiK; he has nothing to remember or re- 
compenat him but three months of undeserved 
lad aapmBtBble tormenu The verdict of the 
- - ••'vifioaJieed him jitettcbr in his moraU V 



the conduct of the jnstieeB has ] 
in his joints. 

But it is next contended by some \ 
that the poor prisoner is not compelled lb 
work, because he has the alternative of stur* 
ing, if he relbses to work. You take vp a 
poor man upon suspicion, depritie him of^all 
his usual metliods of getting his livelihoodp 
and then giving him the first view of the tread^ 
mill, he of the quorum thus addresses him :— 
"My amiable friend, we use no compulaiotf 
with untried prisoners. You are free as air 
till you are found guilty ; only it is my duty to 
inform you, as you have no money of your 
own, that the disposition to eat and drinK 
which you have allowed you sometimes feelj 
and upon which I do not mean to cast asT 
degree of censure, cannot possibly be graft 
ficd but by constant grinding in this macfainei 
It has its inconveniences, I a!dmit ; but balance 
them against the total want of meat and drinki 
and decide for yourself. You are perfectly at 
liberty to make your choice, and I by no meane 
wish to influence your judgment. ' But Mr. 
Nicoll has a curious remedy for all this mise- 
rable tyranny; he says it is not meant as a 
punishment But if I am conscious that I 
never have committed the offence, certain that I 
have never been found guilty of it, and find 
myself tossed into the middle of an infernal 
machine, by the folly of those who do not 
know how to use the power entrusted to them, 
is it any consolation to me to be told, that it is 
not intcndfd as a punishment, t)iat it is a lucth 
bration of justices, a new theory of prison dis- 
cipline, a valuable county experiment going 
on at the expense of my arms, legs, back, 
feelings, character, and rights ! We must tie 
those pnegustant punishers down by one 
question. Do you mean to inflict any degree 
of punishment upon persons merely for being 
suspectedl— or at least any other degree of 
punishment than that without which crimina? 
justice cannot exist, detention! If you do 
why let any one out upon bail 1 For the que» 
tion between us is not, how suspected persoiu 
are to be treated, and whether or not they art 
to be punished; but how suspected poor per* 
sons are to be treated, who want county sup- 
port in prison. If to be suspected is deserving 
of punishment, then no man ought to be let 
out upon bail, but every one should be kept 
grinding frofli accusation to trial ; and so ought 
all prisoners to be treated for offences not bail- 
able, and who do not want the county allows 
ance. And yet no grinding philosopher con- 
tends, that all suspected persons should be pot' 
in the mill— but only those who are too poor 
to find bail, or buy provisions. 

If there are, according to the doctrines of 
the millers, to be two punishments, the first for' 
being suspected of committing the ofieneev 
and the second for committing it, there shoirid 
be two trials as well as two punishments, b 
the man really suspected, or do his accusera' 
only pretend to suspect himi Are the sus- 
pecting of better character than the suspected 1 
Is it a light suspicion which may be atoned 
for by grinding a peck a day ! Is it a bushd 
easel or is it one deeply criminal, which re* 
[ quires lihe fiLoixix \o \a ^;ra<QAd fine enough for 
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Kmeh roBt 1 Bai wa must put an end to 
nch absordities. 

It is Tery ontroly stated, that a prisoner, be- 
§on trial, not compelled to work, and kept 
vpon a plain diet, merely sufficient to main- 
taia him in health, is better off than he was 
frerious to bis accusation; and it is asked, 
irilh a triumphant leer, whether the situation 
of any man ought to be improved, merely be- 
oaose he has become an object of suspicion 
lo his feliow-creatures 7 This happy aud for- 
twiate man, however, is separated from his 
wife and family ; his liberty is taken away ; 
ke is confined within four walls ; he has the 
raOection that his family are existing upon a 
precarious parish support, that his little trade 
and property are wasting, that his character 
has become infamous, that he has incurred 
ruin by the malice of others, or by his own 
erimes, that in a few weeks he is to forfeit his 
life, or be banished from every thing he loves 
vpon earth. This is the improved situation, 
and the redundant happiness which requires 
tiM penal circumvolutions of the justice's 
mill to cut oiT so unjust a balance of gratifi- 
cation, and bring him a little nearer to what 
be was before imprisonment and accusation. 
It would be just as reasonable to say, that an 
idle man in a fever is better oflf than a healthy 
sum who is well and cams his bread. He 
Bay be better off if you look to the idleness 
■lone, though that is doubtful ; but is he better 
aff if all the aches, agonies, disturbances, de- 
Urinms, and the nearness to death, are added 
•o the lot! 

Mr. Headlam's panacea for all prisoners be- 
iatt trial is the treadmill : we beg bis pardon — 
for all poor prisoners ; but a man who is about 
tn be tried for his life, often wants all his leisure 
lime to reflect upon bis defence. The exertions 
of erery man within the walls of a prison are 
Mcessarily crippled and impaired. What can 
a prisoner answer who is taken hot and reeking 
from the treadmill, and asked what he has to 
sar in his defence ; his answer naturally is — 
'*I have been grinding coru instead of thinking 
of my defence, and have never been allowed 
Iha proper leisure to think of protecting my 
character and my life." This is a very strong 
feature of cruelty and tyranny in the mill. We 
ongfat to be sure that every man has had the 
IbUcst leisure to prepare for his defence, that 
his mind and body have not been harassed by 
vexations and compulsory employment The 
fobUc purchase, at a great price, legal accu- 
ncy» and legal talent, to accuse a man who has 
aoty perhapst one shilling to spend upon his 
dtfeace. It is atrocious cruelty not to leave 
kim full leisnre to write his scarcely legible 
letters to his witnesses, and to use all the 
malaneholy and feeble means which suspected 
pOTorty can employ for its defence against the 
Mg and heavy arm of power. 

A prisoner, upon the system recommended 
by Mr. Headlam, is committed, perhaps at the 
tad of August, and brought to trial the March 
following; and,aner a11,the bill is either thrown 
oal b^ the grand jur)% or the prisoner is fully 
aeqaitted ; and it has been found, we bclieTe, 
bv actual returns, that, of committed prisoners, 
Jbemt a half an ectaally acqmtied» or their ae- 



easations dismissed by the grand jury. This 
may be very true, say the adrocates of this 
system, but we know that many men who are 
acquitted are guilty. They escape through 
some mistaken lenity of the law, or some coi^ 
ruption of evidence ; and as they have not had 
their deserved punishment aAer trial, we are 
not sorry they had it before. The English law 
says, better many guilty escape, than that one 
innocent man perish ; but the humane notions 
of the mill are bottomed upon the principle, 
that all had better be punished lest any escape. 
They evince a total mistrust in the jurispru* 
dence of the country, and say the results of 
trial are so uncertain, that it is better to punish 
all the prisoners before they come into court. 
Mr. Headlam forgets that general rules are not 
beneficial in each individual instance, but 
beneficial upon the whole ; that they are pre- 
served because they do much more good than 
harm, though in some particular instances they 
do more harm than good ; yet no respectable 
man violates them on that account, but holds 
ihem sacred for the great balance of advantage 
they confer upon mankind. It is one of the 
greatest crimes,, for instance, to take away the 
life of a man ; yet there are many men whose 
death would be a good to society, rather than 
an evil. Every good man respects the pro- 
perty of others ; yet to take from a worthless 
miser, and to give it to a virtuous man in dis- 
tres5, would be an advantage. Sensible men 
are never staggered when they see the excep- 
tion. They know the importance of the rule, 
and protect it most eagerly at the very moment 
when it is doing more harm than good. The 
plain rule of justice is, that no man should be 
punished till he is found guilty; but because 
Mr. Headlam occasionally sees a bad man 
acquitted under this rule, and sent out unpuu- 
ished upon the world, he forgets all the general 
good and safety of the principle are debauched 
by the exception, and applauds and advocates 
a system of prison discipline which renders 
injustice certain, in order to prevent it from 
being occasional. 

The meaning of all preliminary imprison- 
ment is, that the accused person should be 
forthcoming at the time of trial. It was never 
intended as a punishment Bail is a far beUer 
invention than imprisonment, in cases where 
the heavy punishment of the offence would not 
induce the accused person to ma away from 
any bailf Now, let us see the enormous dif« 
ference this new style of punishment makes 
between two men, whose only difference is, that 
one is poor and the other rich. A and B are 
accused of some bailable offence. A has no 
bail to offer, and no money to support himself 
in prison, ana takes, therefore, his four or five 
months in the treadmill. B gives bail, appears 
at his trial, and both are sentenced to two 
months' imprisonment. In this case, the one 
suffers three times as much as the other fbr the 
same offence : but suppose A is acquitted and 
B found guilty,— the innocent man has then 
laboured in the treadmill five months because 
he was poor, and the guilty man labours two 
months because he was rich. We are aware 
that there must be, even wkhoai tha \x«aAsDa&\.« 
a steal and m \avi\xi2(Aft MLtxtie^'^**?"*' 



too 
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men (in pari dtUcto)^ some of whom can give 
bail, and some not ; bat that difference becomes 
infinitely more bitter and objectionable, in pro- 
portion as detention before trial assumes the 
character of severe and degrading punishment 

If motion in the treadmill was otherwise as 
fascinating as millers describe it to be, still the 
mere degradation of the punishment is enough 
to revolt every feeling of an untried person. 
It is a punishment consecrated to convicted 
felons — and it has every character that such 
punishment ought to have. An untried person 
feels at once, in getting into the mill, that he is 
put to the labour of the guilty ; that a mode of 
employment has been selected for him, which 
renders him infamous before a single fact or 
argument has been advanced to establish his 
guilt. If men are put into the treadmill before 
trial, it is literally of no sort of consequence 
whether they are acquitted or noL Acquittal 
does not shelter them from punishment, for 
they have already been punished. It does not 
screen them from infamy, fur they have already 
been treated as if they were infamous; and the 
association of the treadmill and crimes is not 
to be got over. This machine flings all the 
power of juries into the hands of the magis- 
trates, and makes every simple commitment 
more terrible than a conviction ; for, in a con 
viction, the magistrate considers whether the 
offence has been committed or not ; and does 
not send the prisoner to jail unless he thinks 
him guilty; but in a simple commitment, a 
man is not sent to jail because the magistrate 
is convinced of his guilt, but because he thinks 
a fair question may be made to a jury whether 
the accused person is guilty or not. Still, how- 
ever, the convicted and the suspected both go 
to the same mill; and he who is there upon the 
doubt, grinds as much flour as the other whose 
guilt is established by a full examination of 
conflicting evidence. 

Where is the necessity for such a violation 
i»f common sense and common justice? No- 
l)ody asks for the idle prisoner before trial more 
than a very plain and moderate diet. Offer him, 
if you please, some labour which is less irk- 
nome, and less infamous than the treadmill,— 
bribe him by improved diet, and a share of the 
earnings ; there will not be three men out of an 
hundred who would refuse such an invitation, 
and spurn at such an improvement of their 
condition. A little humane attention and per- 
saasion, among men who ought, upon every 
principle of justice, to be considered as inno- 
cent, we should have thought much more con- 
sonant to English justice, and to the feelings 
of English magistrates, than the rack and wheel 
ofCnbiit* 

Prison discipline is an object of considerable 
importance ; but the common rights of mankind, 
and the common principles of justice, and hu- 
manity, and liberty, are of greater consequence 
even rtian prison discipline. Right and wrong, 
innocence and guilt, must not be confounded, 
that a prison-fancying justice may bring his 
friend into the prison and say, "Look what a 



• It is tlnKular enough, itiat we use these obsenmflbns 
in reviewtag the pampMet and system of a gentleman 
nmmrkable for the arhanity of Mb manners, and ttie mUd- 
memt mnd bOinMnity of hit dJs position. 



spectacle of order, silcDce, and decorum vt 
have established here ! no idleness, all grio«t 
ing ! — we produce a penny roll every second— 
our prison is supposed to be the best regolated 
prison in England^ — Cubitt is making ns a oew 
wheel of forty felon powers-look how whilt 
the floor is, all done by untried prisoners— as 
innocent as lambs !" If prison discipline is to 
supersede every other consideration, why are 
pennyless prisoners alone to be put into the 
mill before trial! If idleness in jails is so 
pernicious, why not put all prisoners in the 
treadmill, the rich as well as those who are 
unable to support themselves t Why are the 
debtors left out t If fixed principles are to be 
given up, and prisons turned into a plaything 
for magistrates, nothing can be more unpictu* 
resque than to see one-half of the prisoners 
looking on, talking, gaping, and idling, while 
their poorer brethren are grinding for dinners 
and suppers. 

It is a very weak argument to talk of the 
prisoners earning their support, and the e]> 
pense to a county of maintaining prisoners 
before trial, — as if any rational man could ever 
expect to gain a farthing by an expensive mill, 
where felons are the moving power, and jus- 
tices the superintendents, or as if such a trade 
must not necessarily be carried on at a great 
loss. If it were just and proper that prisonerst 
before trial, should be condemned to the mill, 
it would be of no consequence whether the 
county gained or lost by the trade. But the in- 
justice of the practice can never be defended 
by its economy ; and the fact is, that it increases 
expenditure, while it violates principle. We 
are. aware, that by leaving out repairs, altera- 
tions, and first costs, and a number of little 
particulars, a very neat account, signed by a 
jailer, may be made up, which shall make the 
mill a miraculous combination of mercantile 
speculation and moral improvement; but we 
are too old for all this. We accuse nobody of 
intentional misrepresentation. This is quite 
out of the question with persons so highly re- 
spectable; but men are constantly misled by 
the spirit of system, and egregiously deceive 
themselves — even very good and sensible 
men. 

Mr. Headlam compares the case of a pri- 
soner before trial, claiming support, to that of 
a pauper claiming relief from his parish. Bat 
it seems to us that no two cases can be mora 
dissimilar. The prisoner was no pauper be- 
fore you took him up, and deprived him of hit 
customers, tools, and market. It is by your 
act and deed that he is fallen into a state of 
pauperism ; and nothing can be more prepoe- 
terous, than first to make a man a pauper, and 
then to punish him for being so. It is tnie^ 
that the apprehension and detention of the pri 
soner were necessary for the purposes of 
criminal justice ; but the consequences arising 
from this necessary act cannot be imputed tt> 
the prisoner. He has brought it upon him- 
self, it will be urged ; but that remains to be 
seen, and will not be known till he is tried; 
and till it is known you have no right to take 
it for granted, and to punish him as if it were 
proved. 
\ TYieie Mema Vci \m in the minds of some 
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a nodoo, that when oDce a person 
18 in prison,' it is of little conseqnence how he 
is treated afterwards. The tyranny which pre- 
vailed, of patting a person in a particular 
dress before trial, now abolished by act of Par- 
liament, was justified by this train of reason- 
ing: — ^Tbe man has been rendered infamous 
by imprisonment. He cannot be rendered 
more so, dress him as yon will. His character 
is not rendered worse by the treadmill, than it 
is by being sent to the place where the tread- 
mill is at work. The substance of this way 
of thinking is, that when a fellow-creature is 
in the frying-pan, there is no harm in pushing 
him into the fire ; that a little more misery — a 
little more infamy— a few more links, are of 
no tort of consequence in a prison-life. If this 
monstrons style of reasoning extended to hos- 
pitals as well as prisons, there would be no 
harm in breaking the small bone of a man's 
leg, because the large one was fractured, or in 
peppering with small shot a person who was 
wounded with a cannon-ball. The principle 
is, because a man is very wretched, there is no 
harm in making him a little more so. The 
steady answer to all this is, that a man is im- 
prisoned before trial, tolely for the purpose of 
securing his appearance at his trial ; and that 
no punishment nor privation, not clearly and 
candidly necessary for that purpose, should be 
inflicted upon him. I keep you in prison, 
because criminal justice would be defeated by 
your flight, if I did not: but criminal justice 
can go on very well without degrading you to 
hard and infamous labour, or denying you any 
reasonable gratification. For these reasons, 
the first of those acts is just, the rest are mere 
tyranny. 

Mr. Nicoll, in his opinion, tells us, that he 
has no doubt Parliament would amend the 
• bill, if the omission was staled to them. We, 
on the contrary, have no manner of doubt that 
Parliament would treat such a petition with 
the contempt it deserved. Bfr. Peel is loo much 
enlightened and sensible to give any counte- 
nance to such a great and glaring error. In 
this. case, — and we wish it were a more fre- 
quent one — the wisdom comes from within, 
and the error from without the walls of Par- 
liament. 

A prisoner before trial who can support him- 
aelA ought to be allowed every fair and rational 
enjoyment which he can purchase, not incom- 
patible with prison discipline. He should be 
mllowed to buy ale or wine in moderation, — to 
^•e tobacco, or any thing else he can pay for 
\ritliin the above-mentioned limits. If he can- 
not support himself, and declines work, then 
lie should be supported upon a very plain, but 
%tfll a plentiful diet (something better, we think, 
than bread and water); and all prisoners be- 
fore trial should be allotved to work. By a 
libenJ share of earnings (or rather by rewards, 
^r there would be no earnings), and also by 
36 



an improved diet, and in the hands of humane 
magistrates,* there would soon appear to be no 
necessity for appealing to the treadmill till 
trial was over. 

This treadmill, after trial, is certainly a very 
excellent method of punishment, as far as we 
are yet acquainted with its eflfects. We think, 
at present, however, it is a little abused; and 
hereafter it is our intention to express our 
opinion upon the limits to which it ought to be 
confined. Upon this point, however, we do 
not much differ from Mr. Headkim ; although, 
in his remarks on the treatment of prisoners 
before trial, we think he has made a very 
serious mistake, and has attempted (without 
knowing what he was doing, and meaning, we 
are persuaded, nothing but what was honest 
and just) to pluck up one of the ancient land- 
marks of human justice.f 



* All magistrates should reroemberi that nothing is 
more easy to a person entrusted with power than to con* 
Tince himself it b his duty to treat his fellow-creataren 
with seventy and rigour,— and th<tn to persuade him- 
self that he is doing it very reluctantly, and contrary tp 
his real feeling. 

t We hope this article will conciliate onr old fHend 
Mr. Roscoe ; who is very angry with us for some of ow 
former lucubrations on prison discipline*— and, above all, 
because we arc not grave enough for him. The diflier- 
ence is thus stated :— Six ducks are stolen. Mr. Roscoe 
would commit the man to prison for six weeks, perhapg, 
—reason with him. argue with him, give him tracti, 
send clergvmcn to him, work him gently at some useftil 
trade, and try to turn him from the habit of stealing 
poultry. fVe would keep him hard at work twelve honn 
every day nt the treadmill, feed him only so as not to 
impair his health, and then give him as much of Ifr. 
Roscoe*s system as was compatible with our own ; and 
we think our method would diminish the number of 
duck-stealers more efTcctually than that of the historian 
of Leo X. The primary dtick-stcaler would, we think, 
be as effectually deterred from repeating the offence by 
the terror of our imprisonment, as by the excellence of 
Mr. Roscoe's education— and, what is of infinitely greater 
consequence, innumerable duck-stealers would be prt- 
ventcd. Because punishment does not annihilate crime, 
it is folly to say it does not lessen it. It did not stop tbt 
murder of Mrs. Donatty ; but how many Mrs. Donattyt 
has it kept alive ! When we recommend severity, we 
recommend, of course, that degree of severity which 
will not excite compassion for the sufferer, and letiea 
the horror of the crime. This is why we do not recom- 
mend torture and amputation ^f limbs. When a mut 
has been proved to have committed a crime, it is ezpe> 
dient that society should make use of that man for the 
diminution of crime : be belongs to them fi>r that pur- 
pose. Our primary duty, in such a case, is so to treat 
the culprit that manv other persons may be rendered 
better, or prevented flrom being worse by dread of the 
same treatment ; and, making this the principal object, 
to combine with it as much as possible the improvement 
of the individual. The rufRan who killed Mr. Mumford 
was bung within forty-eight hours. Upon Mr. Roscoe'i 
principles, this was wrong ; fbr it ceruinly was not the 
way to reclaim the man :— We say. on the contrary, the 
object was to do any thing with the man which would 
render murders less fVequent, and that the conversion of 
the man was a mere trifle compared to this. His death 
probably prevented the necessity of reclaiming a dom 
murderers. That death will not, indeed, prevent Ml 
murders in that county ; but many who have seen it, 
and many who have heard of it, will swallow their re- 
venge from the dread of being hanged. Mr. Roscoa ii 
very severe upon our style , but poor dear Mr. noecoe 
should remember that men h.ive <»»Sront tasus, ani 
different methods of going to work. We feel these mau 
ters as deeply as he does. But why so cross up*B thhi 
I or any other subject » 
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[Edinburgh Rbyibw, 1824.] 



Thbbb is a set of miserable persons in 
England, who are dreadfully afraid of America 
and every thing American — whose great de- 
light is to see that country ridiculed and 
Tilified — and who appear to imagine that all 
Uie abuses which exist in this country acquire 
additional vigour and chance of duration from 
every book of travels which pours forth its 
venom and falsehood on the United States. 
We shall from time to time call the attention 
of the public to this subject, not from any 
party spirit, but because we love truth, and 
praise excellence wherever we find it; and 
because we think the example of America 
will in many instances tend to open the eyes 
of Englishmen to their true interests. 

The eamomy of America is a great and im- 
portant 6bject for our imitation. The salary 
of Mr. Bagot, our late ambassador, was, we 
believe, rather higher than that of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. The vice-president 
receives rather less than the second clerk of 
Ihe House of Commons ; and all salaries, civil 
and military, are upon the same scale ; and 
vet no country is better served than America ! 
Mr. Hume has at last persuaded the English 
people to look a little into their accounts, and 
to see how sadly they are plundered. But 
we ought to suspend our contempt for Ame- 
rica, and consider whether we have not a 
very momentous lesson to learn from this 
wise and cautious people on the subject of 
economy. 

A lesson upon the impnortance of religious 
toleration, we are determined, it would seem, 
not to leanv— either from America, or from 
any other quarter of the globe. The High 
Qieriff of New York, last year, was a Jew. It 
was with the utmost difficulty that a bill was 
carried this year to allow the first Duke of 
England to carry a gold stick before the king 
— l^ause he was a Catholic! — and yet we 
think ourselves entitled to indulge in imperti- 
nent sneers at America^ — as if civilization did 
not depend more upon making wise laws for 
the promotion of human happiness, than in 
having good inns, and post-horses, and civil 
waiters. The circumstances of the Dissenters' 
marriage bill are such as would excite the 
contempt of a Choctaw or Cherokee, if he 
could be brought to understand them. A cer- 
tain class of Dissenters beg they may not be 
compelled to say that they marry in the name 
of the Trinity, because they do not believe in 
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the Trinity. Never mind, say the corraptiim* 
ists, you must go on saying you marry m the 
name of the Trinity, wheUier you believe ia 
it or not We know that such a protestacioi 
from you will be false: but, unless you make 
it, your wives shall be concubines, and your 
children illegitimate. Is it possible to con- 
ceive a greater or more useless tyranny tbaa 
Uiisl 

" In the religious freedom which America 
enjoys, I see a more unquestioned superiority. 
In Britain we enjoy toleration, but here th^- 
enjoy liberty. If government has a ri^t to 
grant toleration to any particular set of reli* 
gious opinions, it has also a right to take it 
away; and such a right with regard to opinions 
exclusively religious I would deny in all cases» 
because totally inconsistent with the nature of 
religion, in the proper meaning of the word* 
and equally irreconcilable with civil liberty, 
rightly so called. God has given to each ii 
us his inspired word, and a rational mind to 
which that word is addressed. He has also 
made known to us, that each for himself must 
answer at his tribunal for his principles and 
conduct. What man, then, or body of men* 
has a right to tell mc, * You do not think aright 
on religious subjects, but we will tolerate your 
error 1' The answer is a most obvious one» 
* Who gave you authority to dictate !— or what 
exclusive claim have you to infallibility V If 
my sentiments do not lead me into conduct 
inconsistent with the welfare of my fellov- 
creatures, the question as to their accuracy or 
fallacy is one between God and my own coBn 
science ; and, though a fair subject for aigik 
ment, is none for compulsion. 

** The Inquisition undertook to regulate a»> 
tronomical science, and kings and parliament* 
have with equal propriety presumed to legi^ 
late upon questions of theolo^. The worid 
has outgrown the former, and it will one day 
be ashamed that it has been so long of oufe 
growing the latter. The founders of tte 
American republic saw the absurdity of tn» 
ploying the attorney-general to refute deina' 
and infidelity, or of attempting to InfluiiMa 
opinion on abstract subjects by penal euaclr 
ment ; they saw also the injustice of taziitf 
the whole to support the religions opinions oil 
the few, and have set an example iniieh oldoi 
governments will one day or other be eooh 
pelled to follow. 

** In America the question is not, What il 
his creed? — but, what is his conduct 1 Jevt 
have all the privileges of Christians ; Episco- 
palians, Presbyterians, and Independents, meet 
on common ground. No religious test is re- 
quired to qualify for public office, except in 
some cases a mere verbal assent to the troth 
of the Christian religion ; and in every covrt 
^ throuf^ouX V!bA couaxr^ , vi U optional whether 
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xm ffiTO fouT affirmation or your oath.** — 
!)muan*9 TVooefr, IL 838—830. 

In fact, it is hardly possible for any nation 
o show a greater superiority over another 
han the Americans, in this particular, have 
lone over this country. They have fairly and 
unnpletely, and probably for ever, extinguished 
Jimt spirit of religious persecution which has 
tieen me employment and the curse of man- 
idfld for four or five centuries ; not only that 
Dersecution which imprisons and scourges 
^ religious opinions, but the tyranny of in- 
capacitation, which, by disqualifying from 
Bivil offices, and cutting a man off from the 
lawful objects of ambition, endeavours to 
Strangle religious freedom in silence, and to 



gi d from 600 to 1000 chests of tea into tbaC 
province from the United States. He men- 
tioned the name of this man, who he said was 
growing very rich in consequence; and he 
atated the manner in which the fraud was 
managed. Now, as all the tea ought to be 
brought from England, it is of course very 
expensive; and therefore the Canadian tea 
dealers, after buying one or two chests at 
Montreal or elsewhere, which have the cus- 
tom-house mark upon them, fill them up evef 
ciflerwards with tea brought from the United 
States. It is calculated that near 10,000 chests 
are annually consumed in the Ganadas, 6f 
which not more than 2000 or 3000 come fronr 
Europe. Indeed, when I had myself entered 



. - « u - ^ '^'^''"' 'sx.^"!''fif ' K. Ji . Canada, I was told that of every fifteen pounds 
enjoy all the advantages, without the blood, ^^ ^^^^^j^ ^j^^^^^^^.^^^^^^e smuggled The 
and noise, and fire of persecution. What ^^^^ ^ smuggling this article is from 60 
passes m Oic mind of one mean blockhead is {^ j^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ extensive and 
the general history of all persecution. « This ^., ^ ^^^Jj^^^ ^^^ Canada, cannot be prevented. 
man pretends to know better than me— I can- ^^^^^^ -^ ^ increases, and is brought 

act subdue him by argument: but I will take f ^ -^ ~ . - ., , 

care he shall never bo mayor or alderman of 
die town in which he lives; I will never con- 
sent to the repeal of the test act 'or to Catholic 
emancipation ; I will teach the fellow to differ 
from me in religious opinions !" So says the 
Episcopalian to the Catholic — and so the 
Catholic says to the Protestant. But the 
wisdom of America keeps them all down — 
secures to them all their just rights— gives to 
each of them their separate pews, and bells, 
and steeples — makes them all aldermen in 
dieir turns — and quietly extinguishes the fa- 
gots which each is preparing for the combus- 
tion of the other. Nor is this indificrence to 
leligions subjects in the American people, but 
pure civilization — a thorough comprehension 
of what is best calculated to secure the public 
happiness and peace — and a determination 
diat this happiness and peace shall not be 
violated by the insolence of any human being, 
ID the garb, and under the sanction, of reli- 
rion. In this particular, the Americans are at 
me head of all the nations of the world : and 
at the same time they are, especially in the 
Eastern and Midland States, so far from being 
iadifferent on subjects of religion, that they 
flUj be most justly characterized as a very 
lelxgions people : but they are devout without 
being unjust (the great problem in religion) ; 
n higher proof of civilization than painted 
iBarCups, water-proof leather, or broadoloth ai 
Ivo guineas a yard. 

America is exempted, by its very newness 
if a nation, from many of the evils of the old 
iBTemments of Europe. It has no mischiev- 
taa remains of feudal institutions, and no 
tkdations of political economy sanctioned by 
linie, and older than the age of reason. If a 
aMn finds a partridge upon his ground eating 
Ua eom, in any part of Kentucky or Indiana, 
ki may kill it, even if his father is not a doc- 
t6rdf ditrinity. The Americans do not exclude 
Oieir own citizens from any branch of com- 
kseree which they leave open to all the rest of 
th« world. 

««.One of them said, that he was well ac- 
iwith a British subject, residing at 



to a more perfect system. Put I suppose that 
she English government, which is the perfec- 
tion of wisdom, will never allow the Canadian 
merchants to trade direct to China, ;n order* 
that (from pure charity) the whole profit of 
ihc tea trade may be given up to the United 
States."— /?xcMr*/a»v, pp. 394, 395. 

"You will readily conceive, that it is with 
ao small mortification that I hear these Ame- 
rican merchants talk of sending their shins to 
London and Liverpool, to take in goods of 
specie, with which to purchase tea for the 
supply of European ports, almost within sight 
of our own shores. They often taunt me, 
asking me what our government can possibly 
mean by prohibiting us from engaging in a 
profitable trade, which is open to them and to 
all the world ! or where can be our boasted 
liberties, while we tamely submit to the infrac- 
tion of our natural rights, to supply a mono- 
poly as absurd as it is unjust, and to humour 
the caprice of a company who exclude their 
fellow-subjects from a branch of commerce 
which they do not pursue themselves, but 
leave to the enterprise of foreigners, or com- 
mercial rivals! On such occasions I can 
only reply, that both our governments and 
people are growing wiser; and that if the 
charter of the East India Company be renew- 
ed, when it next expires, I will allow them to 
infer, that the people of England have little 
influence in the administration of their own 
affairs.''— /fwfewin'* Utttn, H. 128, «9. 

Though America is a confederation of re- 
publics, they are in many cases much more 
amalgamated than the various parts of Oreat' 
Britain. If a citizen of the United States can 
make a shoe, he is at liberj to make a shoe 
any where between Lake Ontario and New 
Orleans^— he may sole on the Mississippi- 
heel on the Missouri— measure Mr. Birkbeck: 
on the little Wabash, or take (which our best 
politicians do not find an easy matter) the 
length of Munroe's foot on the banks of the 
Potomac Bui wo to the cobbler, who, having 
made Hessian boots for the aldermen of New- 
castle, should venture to invest with these co- 
riaceous integuments the\^%^l^VvR^y&\^3«^ 



lltwaik^ Upper Canada, who annually smug- 1 at York. X ^eW*^ aii\va.^Ti«8X^VTtA«N» 
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a bntcher^t dog In a fox-kennel-Hi monse in a 
bee-hiver-all feel the effects o( untimely in- 
tmsion ; — bat far preferable their fate to that 
of the misguided artisan, who, misled by siz- 

Ennj histories of England, and cfinceiving 
8 eonntry to have been united at the Hept- 
archy, goes forth from his native town to stitch 
freely within ihe sea-jrirt limits of Albion. 
Him the mayor, him the alderman, him the 
recorder, him the quarter sessions would wor- 
17. Him the justices before trial woold Ion;; 
to get into the treadmill ;* and would much 
lament that, by a recent act, thoy crmld not do 
no, even with the intruding tradesman's con- 
sent; but the moment he was tried, they would 
Eush him in with redoubled ener^', and leave 
im to tread himself into a conviction of the 
barbarous institutions of his corporation- 
divided country. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the 
Americans for their great attention to the sub- 
ject of education. All the public lands are 
aurvcycd according to the direction of Con- 
gress. They arc divided into townships of 
six miles square, by lines running with the 
cardinal points, and consequently crossing 
each other at right angles. Every township 
is divided into 36 sections, each a mile square, 
and containing 640 acres. One section in 
each township is reserved, and given in per- 
petuity for the benefit of common schools. In 
addition to this, the states of Tennessee and 
Ohio have received grants for the support of 
colleges and academies. The appropriation 
generally in the new states for seminaries of 
the higher orders, amounts to onc-fif'th of those 
for common schools. It appears from Scy- 
bert*s Statistical Annals, that the land in the 
states and territories on the east side of the 
Mississippi, in which appropriations have 
been made, amounts to 237,300 acres ; and 
according to the ratio above mentioned, the 
aggregate on the east side of the Mississippi 
is 7,900,000. The same system of appropria- 
tion applied to the west, will make, for schools 
and colleges, 6,600,000 ; and the total appropria- 
tion for literary purposes, in the new states 
and territories, 14,600,000 acres, which, at two 



* Thto puti IM in mind of our fVicnd Mr. Ifpndlsim, 
who, we near, ban wrltlrn an anHwor tn our Ohsvrva- 
Ctona on the Treadmill, tirAtro Trial. It would hove Itcnn 
• very naiy thinir A>r nn to hn vo hum Mr. Ilcndlum up ns a 
■pecurle to the United Ktniidomii of KuRlnnd, Hrotland, 
•nd Ireland, the principality of WhIck, and the town of 
Berwtclc-on-Twerd ; hut we havr no wi«h tn mnlce a 
worthy and reipectaUe man ridiruloun. F(»r thene rea- 
Mm wo haTe not even loolied at Iiin painplilet, and we 
decline entering into a rontrovvriiy u[niii r ixiint, where, 
•monK men of aeme and humanity (who have not hint- 
ed memielvef in the dinpute), there rnnnnt poKKihly be 
•ny diflerence of opinion. All nirnibfrH of iioih houiioi 
of Parliament were unnnimou<i in thi-ir rniiilfinn.ilinn 
of the odiom and nontennirnl prarttn* of workinf pri- 
■onere in the treadmill before trial. It had not one Rinvlo 
•dvoi-ate. Mr. Ileadlam and the nuKiplratm of the 
North Rldinir, in their ea|Ermr!«ji tn rnvi' a rrlir nf their 

Clw>n RyMem, fhrfmt theuHvlveii no f.ir an to fioihion to 
entrusted with the power of putt iiip prir(nucr« to work 
t>oft>re trial, wUh tkrir oich eon»rKt~\]w Iccislature wnn, 
'* Wt will not tniit you,'*— the ^evervnt practical rebuke 
•ver rerelved by any public body. Wi» will leave it to 
•then to determine whether It wa^ di lervvd. We have 
■o doubt the freatbody of niD|tiMratc« meant well. They 
■nuc hare meant well— but they have been aadly niinled, 
aad haTe thrown odium on the nubordtnaie admintntra- 
t)ao of Jiislice, which It to fiir fVnm deaervinir on other 
oeeaskmB, la tUtr teoda. Thi< »l ranice piece of nnnicnM 
It, ^9Wtr9r, now irtJf •flded.-iSfg aicfcec m pace .' 



I dollars per acre, would be 994NN>,000 dollan, 
' These facts are rer}' properly quoted 1^ Mr. 

• Hrnlgson ; and it is impossible to speak too 
! highly of their raloe and importance. "Hiey 
' quite put into the back ground every thing 
- which has been done in the Old World for the 
improvement of the lower orders, and confer 
deservedly upon the Americans the character 
of a wise, a reflecting, and a virtuous people. 
It is rather surprising that such a people* 
spreading rapidly over s^o vast a portion of 
the earth, and cultivating all the liberal and 
useful arts so successfully, should be so ex- 
tremely sensitive and touchy as the Amen* 
cans are said to be. We reaJly thought at 
one time they would have fitted out an arm» 
ment asrainst the Edinburgh and Quarterly 
Reviews, and burnt down Mr. Murray's and 
Mr. Constable's shops, as we did the Amerieaa 
Capitol. We, however, remember no other 
anti-American crinie of which we were guilty, 
than a preference of Shakspeare and Milton 
over Joel Barlow and Timothy DwighL Thai 
opinion we must still take the liberty of retain* 
ing. There is nothing in Dwight comparable 
to the finest passages of Paradise Lost, nor is 
Mr. Barlow ever humorous or pathetic, as the 
great bard of the Enijlish stage is humorous 
and pathetic. We have always been strenu- 
ous* advocates for, and admirers of, America 
— not taking our ideas from the overweening 
vanity of the weaker part of the Americans 
themselves, but from what we have observed 
of their real energy and wisdom. It is very 
natural that we Scotch, who live in a little, 
shabby, scraggy comer of a remote island, 
with a climate which cannot ripen an apple, 
shoukl be jealous of the aggressive pleasantry 
of more favoured people ; but that Ameficans, 
who have done so much for themselves, and 
received so much from nature, should ht flung 
into such convulsions by English reviews and 
magazines, is really a sad specimen of Colum- 
bian juvenility. We hardly dare to quote the 
following account of an American route, for 
fear of having our motives misrepresented,— 
and strongly suspect that there are but few 
Americans who could be brought to admit that 
a Philadelphia or Boston concern of this na- 
ture is not quite equal to the most brilliant 
as.seml)Hes of London or Paris. 

** A tea party is a serious thing in this conn- 
try ; and some of those at which I have beea 
present, in New York and elsewhere, have beea 
on a very large scale. In the modem housct 
the two principal apartments are on the flrvt 
Hoor, and communicated by large folding 
doors, which on gala days throw wide their 
ample portals, converting' the two apartments 
inti) one. At the largest party which I luiTt 



• Anrirnt women, whether in or out of breechts, wOl 
ofroiirfo iniaiiine that ue arc the enemies of the tMll- 
tiitioii* i>f our roiiniry, becauie we are the adoilreri ef 
the iiiFtitutionf of America: but circametantee dtfhr* 
Aiiicriran iiutitutions are too new, Engllah iDititatlflai 
are ready made to our hands. If we were to tntld ffbi 
houfe afreiih, we roipht perliaps avaO oarselvee «f Iks 
improvements of a new plan ; but we have no eoit c€ 
wif h to piitl down an eicelient bouse, stronf, warm, and 
conifortnhlc. because, upon second trial, xw mlffhl !• 
able to alter and anend it,— a principle which woald. 
perpetuate demolition and constnicttoB. Oar ptaib 
where rircuroiuncct are toIeraUe, Is U> ah dowa mk 
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there were about thirty young Udies 
mnesent, and more than as many gentlemen. 
kTeiy sofa, chair, and footstool, were occupied 
by the ladies, and little enough room some of 
Ihem appeared to have afler all. The gentle- 
«ien vere obliged to be content with walking 
•jp and down, talking now with one lady, now 
with anoUier. Tea was brought in by a cou- 
ple of blacks, carrying large trays, one covered 
with caps, the other with cake. Slowly making 
te round, and retiring at inten^als for addi- 
tional supplies, the ladies were gradually gone 
•ver; and after much patience the gentlemen 
began to enjoy the beverage 'which cheers 
bot not inebriates;' still walking about, or 
laaning against the wall, with the cup and 
tancer in their hand. 

" As soon as the first course was over, the 
boapitable trays again entered, bearing a chaos 
•f preserves — ^peaches, pineapples, ginger, 
ttrenges, citrons, pears. <Slc. in tempting dis- 
play. A few of the young gentlemen now 
Mcompanied the revolution of the trays, and 
■ednloosly attended to the pleasure of the 
kdies. The party was so numerous that the 
period between the commencement and the 
termination of the round was sufficient to jus- 
tiiy a new solicitation : and so the ceremony 
tontinned, with very little intermission, during 
die whole evening. Wine succeeded the pre- 
■enres, and dried fruit followed the wine; 
which, in its turn, was supported by sand- 
wiches in name of supper, and a forlorn hope 
«f confectionary and frost work. I pitied the 
poor blacks, who, like Tantalus, had such a 
profosion of dainties the whole evening at 
tbeir finger ends, without the possibility of 
partaking of them. A little music and dancing 
fave variety to the scene ; which to some of 
ma was a source of considerable satisfaction; 
tor when a number of ladies were on the floor, 
duMie who cared not for the dance had the 
pleasure of getting a scat. About eleven 
o'clock I did myself the honour of escorting a 
lady home, and was well pleased to have an 
txcuae for escaping." — Dunccai^a TVavels, II. 
t79,S80. 

The coaches must be given up ; so must 
iIm roEuls, and so must the inns. They are of 
course what these accommodations are in all 
•ew countries ; and much like what English 
nent^randfathers talk about as existing in 
Sis country at the first period of their recol- 
iBCtion. The great inconvenience of Ameri- 
can inns, however, in the eyes of an English- 
aan, ia one which more sociable travellers 
Most feel less acutely — we mean the impossi- 
lUttf of being alone, of having a room sepa- 
Blo from the rest of the company. There is 
■othing which an Englishman enjoys more 
dum the pleasure of snlkiness, — of not being 
Inved to hear a word from any body which 
mjr occasion to him the necessity of replying. 
& u not so much that Mr. Bull disdains to 
Crik» as that Mr. Bull has nothing to say. His 
fenlatliers have been out of spirits for six or 
•even hundred years, and, seeing nothing but 
§b$ and vapour, he is out of spirits too ; and 
vSen there is no selling or buying, or no busi- 
ness to settle, he prefers being alone and look- 
lig at die Bie. If any gentleman was in dis- 



tress, he would willingly lend an helping hand; 
but he thinks it no part of neighbourhood to 
talk to a person because he happens to be near 
him. In short, with many excellent qualities, 
it must be acknowledged that the English are 
the most disagreeable of all the nations of 
Europe, — more surly and morose, with less 
disposition to please, to exert themselves for 
the good of society, to make small sacrifices, 
and to put themselves out of their way. They 
are content with Magna Charta and trial by 
jury ; and think they are not bound to excel 
the rest of the world in small behaviour, if 
they are superior to them in great institutions. 

We are terribly afraid that some Americans 
spit upon the floor, even when that floor is 
covered by good carpets. Now, all claims to 
civilization are suspended till this secretion is 
otherwise disposed of. No English gentleman 
has spit upon the floor since the Heptarchy. 

The curiosity for which the Americans are 
so much laughed at, is not only venial, but 
laudable. Where men live in woods and 
forests, as is the case, of course, in remote 
American settlements, it is the duty of every 
nian to gratify the inhabitants by telling them 
his name, place, age, oflice, virtues, 'crimes* 
children, fortune, and remarks : and with fel- 
low-travellers, it seems to be almost a matter 
of necessity to do so. When men ride toge- 
ther for 300 or 400 miles through the woods 
and prairies, it is of the greatest importance 
that they should be able to guess at subjects 
most agreeable to each other, and to multiply 
their common topics. Without knowing who 
your companion is, it is difiTicult to know both 
what to say and what to avoid. You may talk 
of honour and virtue to an attorney, or con- 
tend with a Virginia planter that men of a fair 
colour have no right to buy and sell men of a 
dusky colour. The following is a lively de- 
scription of the rights of interrogation, as un- 
derstood and practised in America. 

" As for the inouwtiveneaa o{ the Americans^ 
I do not think it iias been at all exaggerated*— 
They certainly are, as they profess to be, a 
very inquiring people; and if we may some- 
times be disposed to dispute the claims of their 
hve of knowing to the character of a liberal 
curiosity, we must at least admit that they 
make a most liberal use of every means in 
their power to gratify it I have seldom, how- 
ever, had any difficulty in repressing their 
home questions, if I wished it, and without 
offending them ; but I more frequently amused 
myself by putting them on the rack ; civiUy, 
and apparently unconsciously, eluded their in- 
quiries for a time, and then awakening their 
gratitude by such a discovery of myself as I 
might choose to make. Sometimes a man 
would place himself at my side in the wilder- 
ness, and ride for a mile or two without the 
smallest communication between as, except 
a slight nod of the head. He would then, per- 
haps, make some grave remark on the wea- 
ther, and if I assented, in a monosyllable, he 
would stick to my side for anothei mile or 
two, when he would commence his attaclb 
* I reckon, stranger, you do not belong to these 
parts!'— ^ No, sir; I am not of MaJawaj^i-; 
*I guess you we lcom^"ftitfsiftk!V— *'^^««K 
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I un not fton die north/— ^ I gaesa you found 
the roads mighty muddy, and the creeks swim- 
ming. Yon are come a long way, I guess V — 
•No, not so very far; we have travelled a few 
hundred miles since we turned our faces west- 
ward.' — ^ I guess you have seen Mr. , or 

General V (mentioning the names of 

aome well-known individuals in the middle 
and southern states, who were to serve as 
guide-posts to detect our route) ; but, * I have 
not the pleasure of knowing any of them,* or, 
'I have the pleasure of knowing all,' equally 
defeated his purpose, but not his hopes. * I 
reckon, stranger, you have had a good crop 
of cotton this yearV — *I am told, sir, the 
erops have been unusually abundant in Caro- 
lina and Georgia.* — * You grow tobacco, then. 
I guess V (to track me to Virginia). ' No ; I 
do not grow tobacco.* Here a modest in- 
quirer would give up in despair, and trust to 
flie chapter of accidents to develope my name 
and history ; but I generally rewarded his mo- 
desty, and excited his gratitude, by telling him 
I would torment him no longer. 

•« The courage of a thorough-bred Yankee* 
would rise with his difficulties; and a(\er a 
decent interval, he would resume: <I hope 
no oflence, sir ; but you know we Yankees 
lose nothing for want of asking. I guess, 
stranger, you are from the old country!* — 
•Well, my friend, you have guessed right at 
last, and I am sure you deser\'e something for 
your perseverance; and now I suppose it will 
save us bpth trouble if I proceed to the second 
part of the story, and tell you where I am go- 
ing. I am going to New Orleans.* This is 
really no exaggerated picture : dialogues, not 
indeed in these very words, but to this effect, 
occurred continually; and some of them more 
minute and extended than I can venture upon 
in a letter. I ought, however, to say, that 
many questions lose much of their familiarity 
when travelling in the wilderness. * Where 
are you from?* and 'whither are )'ou bound?* 
do not appear impertinent interrogations at 
sea; and often in the western wilds I found 
myself making inquiries which I should have 
thought very free and easy at home.** — Hod^ 
$on'9 Letters, U, 32—35. 

In all new and distant settlements the forms 
of law must, of course, be ver>' limited. No 
justice's warrant is current in the Dismal 
Swamp; constables are exceedingly puzzled 
in the neighbourhood of the Mississippi ; and 
there is no treadmill, either before or after 
trial, on the Little Wabash. The consequence 
of this is, that the settlers take the law into 
their own hands, and give notice to a justice- 
proof delinquent to quit the territorj-, — if this 
notice is disobeyed, they assemble and whip 
the culprit, and this failing, on the second visit 
they cut off his ears. In short. Captain Rock 
has his descendants in America. Mankind 
cannot live together without some approxima- 
tion to justice; and if the actual government 
will not govern well, or cannot govern well. 
18 too wicked or too weak to do so— then men 
pr efer Rock to anarchy. The followi ng is the 

ttTBg of Sew EnglBDd only, and la lenermUy uieU witb 
ma Mir of gh tn ntif. 



best account we have seen of this ajitem o( 

irregular justice. 

''After leaving Carlyle, T look the 8hawnc«- 
town road, that branches uff to the 8. E., and 
passed the Walnut Hills, and Moore's Prairibi 
These two places had a year or two hefbrt 
been infested by a notorious gang of rabben 
and forgers, who had fixed themselves in thesa 
wild parts in order to avoid justice. As the 
country became more settled, these desperar 
docs became more and more troublesome. The 
inhabitants, therefore, took that method of geU 
ting rid of them that had been adopted not 
many years ago in Hopkinson and Henderson 
counties, Kentucky, and which is absolutely 
necessary in new and thinly settled districts^ 
where it is almost impossible to punish a 
criminal according to legal forms. 

" On such occasions, therefore, all the qnie! 
and industrious men of a district form them- 
selves into compan ies, under the name of ' Regi- 
lators.' They appoint officers, put themselvcB 
under their orders, and bind themselves to 
assist and stand by each other. The first step 
they then take is to send notice to any noton* 
ous vagabonds, desiring them to quit the stale 
in a certain number of days, under the penalty 
of receiving a domiciliary visit. Should the 
person who receives the notice refuse to com^ 
ply, they suddenly assemble, and, when nnex* 
pectcd, go in the night4ime to the rogne*8 
house, take him out, tie him to a tree, and 
give him a severe whipping, every one of the 
party striking him a certain number of times. 

''This discipline is generally sufficient to 
drive off the culprit; but should he continue 
obstinate, and refuse to avail himself of an- 
other warning, the Regulators pay him a se- 
cond visit, iniflict a still severer whipping, with 
the addition probably of cutting off both hia 
ears. No culprit has ever been known to r^ 
main after a second visit For instance, aa 
old man, the father of a family, all of whom 
he educated as robbers, fixed himself at 
Moore's Prairie, and committed numerous 
thefts, dec. &c. He was hard enough to re- 
main after the first visit, when both he and 
his sons received a whipping. At the second 
visit the Regulators punished him very severe- 
h%«nd cut off his ears. This drove htm oC 
together with his whole gang, and travellera 
can now pass in perfect safety where il was 
once dangerous to travel alone. 

** There is also a company of Regnlators 
near Vinccnnes, who have broken np a noto- 
rious gang of coiners and thieres who had 
fixed themselves near that place. These ras- 
cals, before they were driven off, had parties 
settled at different distances in the woods, and 
thus held communication and passed horses 
and stolen goods from one to another, from 
the Ohio to Lake Erie, and from thence into 
Canada or the New England States. Thus il 
was next to impossible to detect the robbeiSt 
or to recover the stolen property. 

'*This practice of Regulating seems 
strange to an European. I have talk»l wil 
some of the chief men of the Regulators, wj 
all lamented the necessity of such a sysi 
They very sensibly remariced, that when 
VconnVxy became more thickly settled* 
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voald no longer be way necesritr for sach 
poeeedings, and that thej shoola all be de- 
4ghted at being able to obtain justice in a 
more formal manner. I forgot to mention, 
that the rascals punished have sometimes pro- 
MBttted the Regulators for an assault The 
Jories, however, knowing the bad character 
«f the prosecutors, would give but trifling 
damages, which, divided among so many, 
■mounted to next to nothing for each indivi- 
^OaL"— £xetfrnon, pp. 233—236. 

. This same traveller mentions his having 
net at table three or four American ex-kings — 
preaidents who had served their time, and had 
retired into private life ; he observes also upon 
the effect of a democratical government in pre- 
Tenting mobs. Mobs are created by opposi- 
tion to the wishes of the people : — ^but ^'hen 
tfw wishes of the people are consulted so com- 
pletely as they are consulted in America — all 
Botives for the agency of mobs are done 
swmy. 

*'It is, indeed, entirely a government of 

r'nion. Whatever the people wish is done. 
they want any alteration of laws, tariffs, 
SsCf they inform their representatives, and if 
there be a majority that wish it, the alteration 
it made at once. In most European countries 
there is a portion of the population denomi- 
Mted the mob, who, not being acquainted with 
real liberty, give themselves up to occasional 
te of licentiousness. But in the United States 
tere is no mob, for every man feels himself 
ftee. At the time of Burr's conspiracy, Mr. 
Jefferson said, that there was little to be ap- 
prehended from it, as every man felt himself a 
part of the general sovereignty. The event 
proved the truth of this assertion ; and Burr, 
who in any other country would have been 
hanged, drawn, and quartered, is at present 
leading an obscure life in the city of New 
Tork, ^espised by every one." — Excuraion, 

It is a real blessing for America to be ex- 
empted from that vast burthen of taxes, the 
Consequences of a long series of foolish, just 
md necessary wars, carried on to please kings 
and queens, or the waiting maids and waiting 
lords and gentlemen, who have alwajrs go- 
Te m ed kings and queens in the old w<fk"ld. 
The Americans owe this good to the newness 
of dieir government; and though there are few 
classical associations, or historical recollcc- 
tiims in the United States, this barrenness is 
Well purchased by the absence of all the feudal 
BOQsense, inveterate abuses, and profligate 
debts of an old country. 

•The good eflfects of a free government are 
visible throughout the whole country. There 
«ae no tithes, no poor-rates, no excise, no 
Iheavy internal taxes, no commercial monopo- 
lies. An American can make candles if he 
hM,ve tallow, can distil brandy if he have grapes 
igr peaches, and can make beer if he have malt 
Ua hops, without asking leave of any one, 
■ad much less with any fear of incurring pun- 
Uunent. How would a farmer's wife there 
te astonished, if told that it was contrary to 
law for her to make soap out of the potass ob- 
1 on the fiurm, and of the grease she her- 



self had saved ! When an American has made 
these articles, he may build his little vessel, 
and take them without hinderance to any part 
of the world ; for there is no rich company of 
merchants that can say to him, * You shall not 
trade to India ; and you shall not buy a pound 
of tea of the Chinese ; as, by so doing, you 
would infringe upon our privileges.* In con- 
sequence of this freedom, all the seas are co- 
vered with their vessels, and the people at 
home are active and independent. I never 
saw a beggar in any part of the United States ; 
nor was I ever asked for charity but once— 
and that was by an Irishman.'* — Excursion, pp. 
70, 71. 

America is so diflerently situated from the 
old governments of Europe, that the United 
States aflbrd no political precedents that are 
exactly applicable to our old governments. 
There is no idle and- discontented population. 
When they have peopled themselves up to the 
Mississippi, they cross to the Missouri, and 
will go on until they are stopped by the Wes^ 
em Ocean ; and then, when there are a num- 
ber of persons who have nothing to do, and 
nothing to gain, no hope for lawful industry 
and great interest in promoting changes, we 
may consider their situation as somewhat 
similar to our own, and their example as touch- 
ing us more nearly. The changes in the con- 
stitution of the particular states seem to be 
very frequent, very radical, and to us very 
alarming ; — they seem, however, to be thought 
very little of in that country, and to be very 
little heard of in Europe. Mr. Duncan, in the 
following passage, speaks of them with Euro- 
pean feelings. 

** The other great obstacle to the prosperity 
of the American nation, universal suffrage,* 
will not exhibit the full extent of its evil ten- 
dency for a long time to come ; and it is pos- 
sible that ere that time some antidote may be 
discovered, to prevent or alleviate the mischief 
which we might naturally expect from it. It 
does, however, seem ominous of evil, that so 
little ceremony is at present used with the 
constitutions of the various states. The peo- 
ple of Connecticut, not contented with having , 
prospered abundantly under their old system, 
have lately assembled a convention, composed 
of delegates from all parts of the country, in 
which the former order of things has been con- 
demned entirely, and a completely new con- 
stitution manufactured; which, among other 
things, provides for the same process being 
again gone through, as soon as the profanum 
vulgua takes it into his head to desire it.f A 
sorry legacy the British Constitution would 
be to us, if it were at the mercy of a meeting 
of delegates, to be summoned whenever a ma- 
jority of the people took a fancy for a new 
one ; and I am afraid, that if the Americans 
continue to cherish a fondness for such repairSi 
the Highlandman's pistol, with its new stock. 



* In the greater number of the 8tate«, every whkt 
perfM>n, 91 years of age, who ha« paid Uzee for one year, 
la a Toter; in others, tome additional qualifications art 
required, but they are not such as materially to limit Um 
privilece. „ 

f The people of the Bute of New York have snhM. 
quently taken a fimilar Ikncy to dmiX tlU <««Uff«w 
(lOSJ 
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lock, and btrrel^ will bear a close resemblance 
to what is nltknately prodnced." — DuncarCt 
T^aoda, IL 886, 838. 

In the Excursion there is a list of the Ame- 
rican navy, wliich, in conjunction with the 
navy of France, will one day or another, we 
fear, settle the Catholic question in a way not 
quite agreeable to the Earl of Liverpool for the 
time being, nor very creditable to Uie wisdom 
of those ancestors of whom we hear, and from 
whom we sufler so much. The regulations of 
the American navy seem to be admirable. 
The states are making great exertions to in- 
crease this navy ; and since the capture of so 
many English ships, it has become the fa- 
vourite science of the people at large. Their 
flotillas on the lakes completely defeated ours 
during the last war. 

Fanaticism of every description seems to 
rage and flourish in America, which has no 
establishment, in about the same degree which 
it does here under the nose of an established 
church ; — they have their prophets and pro- 
phetesses, their preaching encampments, fe- 
male preachers, and every variety of noise, 
folly, and nonsense, like ourselves. Among 
the most singular of these fanatics, are the 
Harmonites. Rapp, their founder, was a dis- 
senter from the Lutheran church, and there- 
fore, of course, the Lutheran clergy of Stut- 
grd (near to which he lived) began to put Mr. 
ipp in white sheets, to prove him guilty of 
theft, parricide, treason, and all the usual crimes 
of which men dissenting from established 
churches are so often guilty, — and delicate 
hints were given respecting fagots ! Stutgard 
abounds with underwood and clergy; and-^ 
away went Mr. Rapp to the United States, and, 
with a great multitude of followers, settled 
about twenty-four miles from our countryman, 
Mr. Birkbeck. His people have here built a 
large town, and planted a vineyard, where they 
ma]ke very agreeable wine. They carry on 
also a very extensive system of husbandry, 
and are the masters of many flocks and herds. 
They have a distillery, brewery, tannery, make 
hats, shoes, cotton and woollen cloth, and 
every thing necessary to the comfort of life. 
Every one belongs to some particular trade. 
But in bad weather, when there is danger of 
losing their crops, Rapp blows a horn, and 
calls them all together. Over every trade 
there is a head man, who receives the money 
and gives a receipt, signed by Rapp, to whom 
all the money collected is transmitted. When 
any of these workmen wants a hat or a coat, 
Rapp signs him an order for the garment, for 
which he goes to the store, and is fitted. They 
have one large store where these manufac- 
tures are deposited. This store is much re- 
sorted to by the neighbourhood, on account of 
the goodness and cheapness of the articles. 
They have built an excellent house for Uieir 
founder, Rapp^ — as it might have been pre- 
dicted they would have done. The Harmonites 
Srofess equality, community of goods, and ce- 
bacy ; for the men and women (let Mr. Mal- 
thushear this^ live separately, and are not 
allowed the sbghtest intercourse. In order to 
keep up their nvmhers, they have once or 



twice sent over for a supply of Germaha, as 
they admit no Americans, of any intercootw 
with whom they are very jealous. Harmonitea 
dress and live plainly. It is a part of tbeir 
creed that they should do so. Rapp, however* 
and the head men have no such particular 
creed for themselves, and indulge in wine, 
beer, grocery, and other irreligious diet. Rapp 
is both governor and priest, — preaches to them 
in church, and directs all their proceedings in 
their working hours. In short, Rapp seems to 
have made use of the religions propensities of 
mankind, to persuade one or two thousand 
fools to dedicate their lives to his service ; and 
if they do not get tired, and fling their prophet 
into a horse-pond, they will in all probability 
disperse as soon as he dies. 

Unitarians are increasing very fast in the 
United States, not being kept down by charges 
from bishops and archdeacons, their natural 
enemies. 

The author of the Excursion remarks upon 
the total absence of all games in America. No 
cricket, foot-ball, nor leap-frog — all seems solid 
and profitable. 

" One thing that I could not help remarkiag 
with regard to the Americans in general, is \3m 
total want of all those games and sports that 
obtained for our country the appellation of 
* Merry England.' Altliough children usually 
transmit stories and sports from one genera- 
tion to another, and although many of our nur- 
sery games and tales are supposed to have 
been imported into England in the vessels of 
Hengist and Horsa, yet our brethren in the 
United States seem entirely to have forgotten 
the childish amusements of our common an- 
cestors. In America I never saw even the 
schoolboys playing at any game whatsoever. 
Cricket, foot-ball, quoits, dtc., appear to be 
utterly unknown; and I believe that if an 
American were to see grown-up men playing 
at cricket, he would express as much astonisln 
ment as the Italians did when some English- 
men played at this finest of all games, in the 
Cascina at Florence. Indeed, that joyona 
spirit which, in our country, animates not only 
childhood, but also matorer age, can rarely or 
never be seen among the inhabitants of the 
United Slates.'^ — Excursion, pp. 502, 503. 

These are a few of the leading and promi- 
nent circumstances respecting America, men- 
tioned in the various works before us: of 
which works we can recommend the Letters 
of Mr. Hudson, and the Excursion into Cana^ 
da, as sensible, agreeable books, written in a 
very fair spirit. 

America seems, on the whole, to be a coQi^ 
try possessing vast advantages, and little in- 
conveniences ; they have a cheap govemmenl, 
and bad roads ; they pay no tithes, and have 
stage-coaches without springs. They have no 
poor laws and no monopolies — ^but Uieir inns 
are inconvenient, and travellers are teased 
with questions. They have no collections in 
the fine arts ; but they have no lord-chancelloi^ 
and they can go to law without absolute ruin. 
They cannot make Latin verses, but they ex—' 
pend immense sums in the education of th^ 
poor. In all this the balance is prodigiousl]^ 
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in their fkronr: but then eomes the great dis- 
'gnce and danger of America— the existence 
of slavery, which, if not timously corrected, 
win one day entail (and ought to entail) a 
"bloody servile war upon the Americans — 
^vhich will separate America into slave states 
'and states disclaiming slavery, and which re- 
mains at present as the foiilest blot in the mo- 
n|I character of that people. An high-spirited 
'nation, who cannot endure the slightest act of 
Jf^reign aggression, and who revolt at the very 
Iriudow of domestic tyranny — beat with cart- 
jE&ips, and bind with chains, and murder for 
*^^merest trifles, wretched human beings who 
'fee of a more dusky colour than themselves ; 



and have recently admitted into their Union a 
new state, with the express permission of in- 
grafting this atrocious wickedness into their 
constitution ! No one can admire the simple 
wisdom and manly firmness of the Americans 
more than we do, or more despise the pitiful 
propensity which exists among govemmeiit 
runners to vent their small spite at their cha- 
racter ; but on the subject of slavery, the con- 
duct of America is, and has been, most repre- 
hensible. It is imjpossible to speak of it with 
too much indignation and contempt ; but for 
it, we should look forward with unqualified 
pleasure to such a land of freedom, and such 
a magnificent spectacle of human happiness. 



BENTHAM ON FALLACIES/ 



[EoiNBUROH Review, 1825.] 



TasmE are a vast nnmber of absurd and mis- 
chievous fallacies, which pass readily in the 
world for sense and virtue, while in truth they 
lend only to fortify error and encourage crime. 
lir. Bentham has enumerated the most con- 
qucoous of these in the book before us. 

Whether it is necessary there should be a 
middleman between the cultivator and pos- 
aessor, learned economists have doubted ; but 
neither gods, men, nor booksellers can doubt 
tluB necessity of a middleman between Mr. 
Bentham and the public. Mr. Bentham is 
long; Mr. Bentham is occasionally involved 
and obscure; Mr. Bentham invents new and 
alarming expressions ; Mr. Bentham loves di- 
Ti^ion and subdivision — and he loves method 
itself, more than its consequences. Those 
only, therefore, who know his originality, his 
knowledge, his vigour, and his boldness, will 
near to the works themselves. The great 
mass of readers will not purchase improve- 
ment at so dear a rate; but will choose rather to 
become acquainted with Mr. Bentham through 
the medium of reviews — after that eminent 
]diilosopher has been washed, trimmed, shaved, 
and forced into clean linen. One great use of 
a review, indeed, is to make men wise in ten 
pages, who have no appetite for an hundred 
pMges ; to condense nourishment, to work with 
mup and essence, and to guard the stomach 
uom idle burden and unmeaning bulk. For 
Kalf a page, sometimes for a whole page, Mr. 
'Bflvtham writes with a power which few can 
equal ; and by selecting and omitting, an admi- 
fjUe style may be formed from the text 
tTsing this liberty, we shall endeavour to give 
jan account of Mr. Bentham's doctrines, for the 
'tebst part in his own words. Wherever any 

mression is particularly happy, let it be con- 

flered to be Mr. Bentham's : — the dulness we 
r to ourselves. 
^Qmr Wiae Anenton — du Wisdom of our AnftM* 
. ^ p s ■ ih i Witdom of Jgea— Venerable AttU^y — 

• fit B09k tj WtOtOn: fnm Unflnhkti Pmmtn of 
hMwn fftnihmn, Bw a Fbismd. London, J. sna U. L. 
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Wisdom of Old Tisnesi — This mischievous and 
absurd fallacy springs from the grossest per- 
version of the meaning of words. Experience 
is certainly the mother of wisdom, and the old 
have, of course, a greater experience than the 
young; but the question is, who are the oldl 
and who are the young 1 Of individuals living 
at the same period, the oldest has, of course, 
the greatest experience ; but among generatioHs 
of men the reverse of this is true. Those who 
come first (our ancestors), are the young peo- 
ple, and have the least experience. We have 
added to their experience the experience cif 
many centuries ; and, therefore, as far as expe- 
rience goes, are wiser, and more capable of 
forming an opinion than they were. The real 
feeling should be, no< can we be so presump* 
tuous as to put our opinions in opposition ta 
those of our ancestors 1 but can such young, ig- 
norant, inexperienced persons as our ancestors 
necessarily were, be expected to have under- 
stood a subject as well as those who have seen 
so much more, lived so much longer, and 
enjoyed the experience of so many centuries! 
All this cant, then, about our ancestors is 
merely an abuse of words, by transferring 
phrases true of contemporary men to succeed* 
ing ages. Whereas (as we have before ob* 
served) of living men the oldest has, ooCmf 
paribus, the most experience ; of generationSr 
the oldest has, catens paribus, the least expe- 
rience. Our ancestors, up to the Conquest, 
were children in arms; chubby boys in the 
time of Edward the First; striplings under 
Elizabeth ; men in the reign of Queen Anne ; 
and we only are the white-bearded, silver-headed 
ancients, who have treasured up, and are pre 

Sared to profit by, all the experience which 
uman life can supply. We are not disputing 
with our ancestors the palm of talent, in whion 
they may or may not be our superiors, but the 
palm of experience, in which it is ntterlv im- 
possible they can be our superiors. ApM ye^ 
whenever the chancellor comes forward to pro- 
tect some abuse, or to oppose some plan which 
has the incre^e of hnman h^p^iama €« is» 
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oljeci, his lint appeal ia alwaya to theiriadom 
of our anoeaton; and he himaelf, and many 
noble lords who rote with him, are, to thia 
hour, persuaded that all alterations and amend- 
ments on their deyioes are an unblushing con- 
trorersy between youthful temerity and mature 
experience ! — and so, in truth, they are— only 
tibuBkt muoh-loTed magistrate mistakes the young 
for the old, and the old for the young — and is 
guilty of that yeiy sin against experience which 
he attributes to tiie loTers of innoTation. 

We cannot of course be supposed to main- 
taiir that our ancestors walited wisdom, or that 
they were necessarily mistaken in their insti- 
tutions, because their means of information 
were more limited than oars. But we do con- 
fidently maintain that when we fiod it expe- 
dient to change any thing which our ancestors 
have enacted, we are the experienced persons, 
and not they. The quantity of talent is always 
varying in any great nation. To say that we 
are more or less able than our ancestors, is an 
assertion that requires to be explained. All 
the able men of all ages, who have ever lived 
in England, probably possessed, if taken alto- 
gether, more intellect than all the able men now 
ID England can boast of. Bat if authority must 
be resorted to rather than reason, the question is. 
What was the wisdom of that single age which 
enacted the law, compared with the wisdom of 
the age which proposes to alter it 1 What are 
the eminent men of one and the other period 1 
If you say that our ancestors were wiser than us, 
mention your date and year. If the splendour of 
names is equal, are the circumstances the same 1 
If the circumstances are the same, we have a su- 
periority of experience, of which the difference 
between the two periods is the measure. It is 
necessary to insist upon this ; for upon sacks of 
wool, and on benches forensic, sit grave men, 
and agricolous persons in the Commons, crying 
out "Ancestors, Ancestors ! hodie noni Saxons, 
Danes, save us I Fiddlefrig. help us ! Howel, 
Ethel wolf, protect us." — ^Any cover for nonsense 
—any veil for trash — any pretext for repelling 
the innovations of conscience and of duty! 

"So long as they keep to vague generalities— 
10 long as the two objects of comparison are 
each of them taken in the lump— wise ances- 
tors in one lump, ignorant and foolish mob of 
modern times in the other — the weakness of 
the fallacy may escape detection. But let them 
assign for the perioid of superior wisdom any 
determinate period whatsoever, not only will 
the groundlessness of the notion be apparent 
(class being compared with class in that period 
and the present one), but, unless the antecedent 
period be, comparatively speaking, a very 
modem one, so wide will be the disparity, and 
to such an amount in favour of modern times, 
that, in comparison of the lowest class of the 
people in modem times (always supposing 
them proficients in the art of reading, and their 
proficiency employed in the reading of news- 
papers), the very highest and best informed 
class of these wise ancestors will turn out to 
bt grossly ignorant 

" Take, for example, any year in the reign 
of Henry the Eighth, from 1609 to 1646. At 
that time the House of Lords would probably 
Mmre been in posseaaiot:. of by far the larger 



proportion of what little faistruotion the ace 
afforded: in the House of Lorda, among the 
laity it might even then be a question whe- 
ther, without exception, their lordships were 
all of them able so much aa to read. Bui 
even supposing them all in the ftdlest posses- 
sion of tiiat useftil and political science being 
the science in question, what instruction on 
the subject could they meet with at that time 
of day ? 

"On no one branch of legislation was any 
book extant from which, with regard to the dr- 
cumstances of the then present times, any useftil 
instruction could be derived: distributive law^ 
penal law, international law, political economy, 
so far from existing as sciences, had scarcely ob» 
tained a name : in all those departments, under 
the head of quid faciendunij a mere blank : the 
whole literature of the age consisted of a mea- 
ger chronicle or two, containing short memo- 
randums of the usual occurrences of war and 
peace, battles, sieges, executions, revels, deaths; 
births, processions, ceremonies, and other ex- 
ternal events ; but with scarce a speech or an 
incident that could enter into the composition 
of any such work as a history of the human 
mind — with scarce an attempt at investigation 
into causes, characters, or the state of the 
people at large. Even when at last, littie by 
little, a scrap or two of political instruction 
came to be obtainable, the proportion of error 
and mischievous doctrine mixed up with it was 
so great, that whether a blank unfilled might 
not have been less prejudicial than a blank 
thus filled, may reasonably be matter of doubt. 

" If we come down to the reign of James 
the First, we shall find that Solomon of his 
time eminently eloquent as well as learned, 
not only among crowned but among uncrown- 
ed beads, marking out for prohibition and pu- 
nishment the practices of devils and witches, 
and without any the slightest objection on the 
part of the great characters of that day in 
their high situations, consigning men to death 
and torment for the misfortune of not being so 
well acquainted as he was with tiie composi- 
tion of the Godhead. 

" Under the name of exorcism, the JCatholic 
liturgy contains a form of procedure for driving 
out devils ;— ^ven with the help of this instra- 
ment, the operation cannot be performed with 
the desired success, but by an operator qnalir 
fied by holy orders for the Working of this as 
well as so many other wonders. In our days 
and in our country the same object is attained, 
and beyond comparison more effectually^ by 
so cheap an instrument as a common news- 
paper: before this talisman, not only devils 
but ghosts, vampires, witches, and all their 
kindred tribes, are driven out of the land, ne- 
ver to return again ! The touch of the holy 
water is not so intolerable to them as the bare 
smell of printers* ink."— (pp. 74 — 77.) 

FaUacy of irrevocable Lmvs. — A law, says 
Mr. Bentham, (no matter to what effect,} is^ 
proposed to a legislative assembly, who ar^ 
called upon to reject it, upon the single ground -* 
that by those who in some former period ex.— 
ercised the same power, a regulation was mad^« 
having for its object to preclude for ever, o*-^ 
to the end of an unexpired period, ail snc^leA' 
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log legislators from enacting a law to any 
tnch effect as that now proposed. 

Now it appears quite evident that, at erery 
period of time, every legislature must be en- 
dowed with all those powers which the exi- 
gency of the times may require : and any at- 
tempt to infringe on this power is inadmissible 
and absurd. The sovereign power, at any one 
period, can only form a blind guess at the 
measures which may be necessary for any 
future period : but by this principle of immu- 
table laws, the government is transferred from 
tiiose who are necessarily the best judges of 
what they want, to others who can know little 
or nothin^about the matter. The thirteenth 
century decides for the fourteenth. The four- 
teenth makes laws for the fifteenth. The 
fifteenth hermetically seals up the sixteenth, 
which tyrannizes over the seventeenth, which 
again tells the eighteenth how it is to act, un- 
der circumstances which cannot be foreseen, 
and how it is to conduct itself in exigencies 
which no human wit can anticipate. 

*■ Men who have a century more of expe- 
rience to ground their judgments on, surrender 
their intellect to men who had a century less 
experience, and who, unless that deficiency 
constitutes .a claim, have no claim to pre- 
ference. If the prior gentlemen were, in re- 
spect of intellectual qualification, ever so much 
superior to the subsequent generation — ^if it 
understood so much better than the subsequent 
generation itself the interest of that subsequent 
generation— could it have been in an equal 
'^degree anxious to promote that interest, and 
consequently equally attentive to those facts 
with which, though in order to form a judg- 
ment it ought to have been, it is impossible 
that it should have been acquainted 1 In a 
word, will its love for that subsequent gene- 
ration be quite so great as that same genera- 
tion's love for itself! 

** Not even here, after a moment's deliberate 
reflection, will the assertion be in the affirma- 
tive. And yet it is their prodigious anxiety 
for the welfare of their posterity that produces 
the propensity of these sages to lie up the 
hands of this same posterity for evermore — to 
act as guardians to its perpetual and incurable 
weakness, and take its conduct for ever out 
of its own hands. 

••If it be right that the conduct of the 19th 
century should be determined not by its own 
Judgment, but by that of the 18lh, it will be 
equally right that the conduct of the 20th cen- 
tury should be determined, not by its own 
ju^jgment, but by that of the 19th. And if the 
■ame principle were still pursued, what at 
length would be the consequence! — that in 
process of time the practice of legislation 
would be at an end. The conduct and fate of 
all men would be determined by those who 
neither knew nor cared any thing about the 
matter; and the aggregate body of the living 
would remain for ever in subjection to an in- 
exorable tyranny, exercised as it were by the 
aggregate body of the dead."— (pp. 84—86.) 

The despotism, as Mr. Bentham well ob- 
serves, of Nero or Caligula, would be more 



tolerable than an irrtvoeabk law. The despot, 
through fear or favour, or in a lucid interval, 
might relent; but how are the Parliament, 
who made the Scotch Union, for example, to 
be awakened from that dust in which they re- 
pose^ — the jobl>er and the patriot, the speaker 
and the doorkeeper, the silent voters and the 
men of rich allusions— Cannings and cultiva- 
tors. Barings and Beggars — ^making irrevocar 
ble laws for men who toss their remains about 
with spades, and use the relics of these legis- 
lators to give breadth to brocoli, and to aid the 
vernal eruption of asparagus t 

If the law is good, it will support itself; if 
bad, it should not be supported by the trreoo- 
cable theory , which is never resorted to but as 
the veil of abuses. All living men must pos- 
sess the supreme power over their own happi- 
ness at every particular period. To suppose 
that there is any thing which a whole nation 
cannot do, which they deem to be essential to 
their happiness, and that they cannot do it, 
because another generation, long ago dead and 
gone, said-it must not be done, is mere non- 
sense. While you are captain of the vessel, 
do what you please ; but the moment 3rou quit 
the ship, I become as omnipotent as you. You 
may leave me as much advice as you please, 
but you cannot leave me commanaa,' though, 
in fact, this is the only meaning which can be 
applied to what are called irrevocable laws. 
It appeared to the legislature for the time being 
to be of immense importance to make such 
and such a law. Great good was gained, or 
great evil avoided by enacting iL Pause be- 
fore you alter an institution which has been 
deemed to be of so much importance. This 
is prudence and common sense; the rest is 
the exaggeration of fools, or the artifice of 
knaves, who eat up fools. What endless non- - 
sense has been talked of our navigation laws ! 
What wealth has been sacrificed to either bo- 
fore they were repealed ! How impossible it 
appeared to Noodlcdom to repeal them f They 
were considered of the irrevocable class— a 
kind of law over which the dead only were 
omnipotent, and the living had no power. 
Frost, it is true, cannot be put off by act of 
Parliament, nor can spring be accelerated by 
any majority of both houses. It is, however, 
quite a mistake to suppose that any alteration 
of any of the articles of union is as much out 
of the jurisdiction of Parliament as these 
meteorological changes. In every year, and 
every day of that year, living men have a 
right to make their own laws, and manage 
their own affairs ; to break through the tyranny 
of the ante-spirants — ^the people who breathed 
before them, — and to do what they please for 
themselves. Such supreme power cannot, 
indeed, be well exercised by the people at 
large ; it must be exercised therefore by the 
delegates, or Parliament whom the people 
choose; and such Parliament, disregarding 
the superstitious reverence for irrevocable hw$, 
can have no other criterion of wrong and right 
than that of public utility. 

When a law is considered as immutable, 
and the immutable law happens at the same 
time to be too foolish and mischievous to be 
endured, instead of be\n% tc^«^tA^SxV* tX-wv- 
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dettiaely evaded, or openlj riolated ; and thus 
Mie autboritjr of all law is weakened. 

Where a natioii lias been ancestorially 
bound bj foolish and improvident treaties, 
ample notice must be given of their tormina^ 
tion. Where the state has made ill-advised 
grants, or rash bargains with individuals, it is 
necessary to grant proper compensation. The 
most difficult case, certainly, is that of the 
union of nations, where a smaller number of 
Ibe weaker nation is admitted into the larger 
senate of the greater nation, and will be over- 
powered if the question comes to a vote ; but 
the lesser nation must run this risk : it is not 
probable that any violation of articles will take 
place, till they are absolutely called for by ex- 
treme necessity. But let the danger be what 
it may, no danger is so great, no supposition 
so foolish, as to consider any human law as 
irrevocable. The shifting attitude of human 
affairs would often render such a condition an 
intolerable evil to all parties. The absurd 
jealousy of our countiymen at the union se- 
cured heritable jurisdiction to the owners; 
Aine-and-thirty jrears afterwards they were 
abolished, in the very teeth of the act of union, 
and to tiie evident promotion of the public 
-good. 

Continuity of a Law by (^Jt<— The sove- 
reign of England at his coronation takes an 
oa& to maintain the laws of God, the true 
profession of the gospel, and the Protestant 
religion as established by law, and to preserve 
to the bishops and clergy of this realm the 
rights and privileges which by law appertain 
to them, and to preserve inviolate the doctrine, 
discipline, worship, and government of the 
church. It has been suggested that by this 
oath the king stands precluded from granting 
those indulgences to the Irish Catholics, 
which are included in the bill for their eman- 
cipation. The true meaning of these pro- 
visions is of course to be decided, if doubtful, 
by the same legislative authority which enacted 
them. But a different notion, it seems, is now 
afloat The king for the time being (we are 
putting an imaginary case) thinks, as an indi- 
vidual, that he is not maintaining the doctrine, 
discipline, and rights of the Churoh of Eng- 
land, if he grants any extension of civil rights 
to those who are not members of that church ; 
that he is violating his oath by so doing. This 
oath, then, according to this reasoning, is the 
great palladium of the churoh. Xs long as it 
remains inviolate the churoh is safe. How, 
then, can any monaroh who has taken it ever 
consent to repeal it ! How can he, consistent- 
ly with his oath for the preservation of the 
privileges of the church, contribute his part 
to throw down so strong a bulwark as he 
deems this oath to bel The oath, then, can- 
not be altered. It must remain under all cir- 
cumstances of society the same. The king, 
who has taken it, is bound to continue it, and 
to reSofe his sanction to any bill for its future 
alteration ; because it prevents him, and, he 
must needs think, will prevent others from 
iiranting dangerous immunities to the enemies 
of the churoh. 

Here, then, is an irrevocable law — a piece 
mt Mbsard tyranny exeroised by the rulers of 



Queen Anne's time upon the government of 
1825— a certain art of^ potting and preserving 
a kingdom, in one shape, attitade and flavour^ 
and in this way it is that an institation appears 
like old Ladies* Sweetmeats and made Wines 
— Apricot Jam 1822 — Currant Wine 1810— 
Court of Chancery 1427 — Penal Laws against 
Catholics 1676. The difference is, that the an- 
cient woman is a better judge of mouldy com- 
modities than the illiberal part of his majesty's 
ministers. The potting lady goes snifliog 
about and admitting light and air to prevent 
the progress of decay ; while to him of the 
woolsack, all seems doubly dear in proportion 
as it is antiquated, worthless, an4 unusable. 
It ought not to be in the power of the sovereign 
to tie up his own hands, much less the hands 
of his successors. If the sovereign is to op- 
pose his own opinion to that of the two other 
branches of the legislature, and himself to 
decide what he considers to be for the benefit 
of the Protestant church, and what not, a king 
who has spent his whole life in the frivolous 
occupation of a court, may, by perversion of 
understanding, conceive measures most salu- 
tary to the churoh to be most pernicious ; and 
persevering obstinately in his own error, may 
frustrate the wisdom of his Parliament, and 
perpetuate the most inconceivable folly! If 
Henry VIII. had argued in this manner, we 
should have had no reformation. If George 
m. had alwaysL argued in this manner, the Ca- 
tholic code would never have been relaxed. 
And thus, a king, however incapable of form- 
ing an opinion upon serious subjects, has 
nothing to do but to pronounce the word a«- 
tcienct, and the whole power of the country is 
at his feet. 

Can there be greater absurdity than to say 
that a man is acting contrary to his conscience 
who surrenders his opinion, upon any subject, 
to those who must understand the subject bet- 
ter than himselfl I think my ward has a 
claim to the estate ; but the best lawyers tell 
me he has none. I think my son capable of 
undergoing the fatigues of a military life ; bat 
the best physicians say he is much too weak. 
My Parliament say this measure will do the 
churoh no harm ; but I think it very pemiciona 
to the church. Am I acting contrary to my 
conscience because I apply much higher in- 
tellectual powers than my own to the investi- 
gation and protection of these high interests 1 

** According to the form in which it is con- 
ceived, any such engagement is in effect either 
a check or a license : — a license under the ap- 
pearance of a check, and for that very reason 
but the more efficiently operative. 

(* Chains to the man in power t Yes :— bat 
only such as he figures with on the stage : to 
the spectators as imposing, to himself as light 
as possible. Modelled by the wearer to sfiit* 
his own purposes, they serve to rattle, bat noia 
to restrain. 

« Suppose a king of Great Britain and In* 
land to have expressed his fixed determination m 
in the event or any proposal law being tei^ 
dered to him for his assent, to refuse sodT- 
assent, and this not on the persuasion that . 
law would not be ' for the utility of the sn] 
jects/ but that by his coronation oath he ~"~~' 
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pireelQded from so doing : — ^tfae coarse proper 
to be taken by Parliament, the course pointed 
out by principle and precedent, would be, a 
Tole of abdication : — a vote declaring the king 
to have abdicated his royal authority, and that, 
at in case of death or incurable mental de* 
imngement, now is the time for the person next 
iB succession to take his place. 

"In the celebrated case in which a vote to 
this effect was actually passed, the declaration 
at abdication was in lawyers' language a fie* 
tion — in plain truth a falsehood — and that 
ftlsehood a mockery; not a particle of his 
pofwer was it the wish of James to abdicate, to 
part with ; but to increase it to a maximum was 
tiie manifest object of all his efforts. But in 
the case here supposed, with respect to a part, 
and that a principal part of the royal authority, 
die will and purpose to abdicate are actually 
declared : and this, being such a part, without 
which the remainder cannot, <to the utility of 
the subjects,' be exercised, the remainder must 
of necessity be, on their part, and for their 
sake, added."— (pp. 110, 111.) 

. 8*lf4rvmptttf't fallacy. — Mr. Ben^am ex- 
plains the self-trumpeter's fallacy as follows. 

"There are certain men in office who, in 
discharge of their functions, arrogate to them- 
selves a degree of nrobity, which is to exclude 
idl imputations and all inquiry. Their asser- 
tions are to be deemed equivalent to proof; 
their virtues are guarantees for the faithful 
discharge of their duties ; and the most implicit 
lionfidence is to be reposed in them on all oc- 
casions. If you expose any abuse, propose 
any reform, call for securities, inquiry, or mea- 
sures to promote publicity, they set up a cry 
of surprise, amounting almost to indignation, 
as if tneir integrity were questioned, or their 
honour wounded. With all this, they dexte- 
nrasly mix up intimations, that the most exalted 
patriotism, honor r, and perhaps religion, are 
the only sources of all their actions." — (p. 120.) 

Of course every man will try what he can 
effect by these means ; but (as Mr. Bentham 
observes) if there be any one maxim in politics 
nHire certain than another, it is that no possi- 
ble degree of virtue in the governor can render 
it expedient for the governed to dispense with 
good laws and good institutions. Madame de 
SCael (to her disgrace) said to the Emperor of 
Russia, ** Sire, your character is a constitution 
Ihr your country, and your conscience its 
guarantee." His reply was, **Quand cela 
strait, je ne serais jamais qu'un accident 
heureux ;** and this we think one of the truest 
and most brilliant replies ever made by mo- 
narch. 

Ltmdatory Per$onaKiie$. — "The object of lau- 
datory personalities .is to effect the rejection 
of a measure on account of the alleged good 
eharacter of those who oppose it; and the 
argament advanced is, * The measure is ren- 
dered nnnecessary by the virtue of those who 
are in power — their opposition is sufficient 
authority for the rejection of the measure. The 
aaeasure proposed implies a distrust of the 
Members of his majesty's government ; but so 
fieat is their integrity, so complete their disin- 



terestedness, so uniformly do they pneftr tlie 
public advantage to their own, that such a 
measure is altogether unnecessary. Their 
disapproval is sufficient to warrant an opposi- 
tion ; precautions can only be requisite where 
danger is apprehended ; here, the high charac- 
ter of the individuals in question is a sufficient 
guarantee against any ground of alarm.'"— 
(pp. 128, 124.) 

The panegyric goes on increasing with the 
dignity of the lauded person. All are honour^ 
able and delightful men. The person who 
opens the door of the office is a person of i^ 
proved fidelity; the junior clerk is a model A 
assiduity; aU the clerks are models — seven 
years' models, eight jrears' models, nine years' 
models and upwards. The first clerk is a pa- 
ragon — and ministers the very perfection of 
probity and intelligence ; and as for the highest 
magistrate of the state, no adulation is equal to 
describe the extent of his various merits ! k 
is too condescending, perhaps, to refute soeh 
folly as this. But we would just observe that 
if the propriety of the measure in question be 
established by direct arguments, these must be 
at least as conclusive against thechararterof 
those who oppose it as their character can be 
against the measure. 

The effect of such an aigumeat is, to give 
men of good or reputed good character the 
power of putting a negative on any question 
— not agreeable to their inclinations. 

" In every public trust, the legislator should^ 
for the purpose of prevention, suppose die 
trustee disposed to break the trust in every 
imaginable way in which it would be possible 
for him to reap, from the breach of it, any per- 
sonal advantage. This is the principl<) on 
which public institutions ought to be formed; 
and when it is applied to all men indiscrimi- 
nately, it is injurious to none. The practical 
inference is, to oppose to such possible (and 
what will always be probable) breaches of 
trust every bar that can be opnosed, consist- 
ently with the power requisite for the efficient 
and due discharge of the trust. Indeed, these 
arguments, drawn from the supposed virtues 
of men in power, are opposed to the first prin- 
ciples on which all laws proceed. 

** Such allegations of individual virtue are 
never supported by specific proofs are scarce 
ever susceptible of specific disproof; and spe- 
cific disproof, if offered, could not be admitted 
in either house of Parliament If attempted 
elsewhere, the punishment would fall, not on 
the unworthy trustee, but on him bv whom the 
unworthiness had been proved.' — (pp. 12i^ 
126.) 

FaUaciti of pretended Danger-— Imputation of 
bad design— of bad character— of bad motives 
—of inconsistency— of suspicious connections. 

The object of this class of fallacies is to 
draw aside attention from the measure to the 
man, and this in such a manner, that, for some 
real or supposed defect in the author of the 
measure, a corresponding defect shall be im' 
puted to the measure itself. Thus " the author 
of the measure entertains a bad desi^a** th«xe- 
fore the meas\ttft\^\iaA. tfcaOs«x^^Kt '»>'*«»- 
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therefore the measure is had; his motive is 
l>ad, I will vote against the measure. On for- 
mer occasions, this same person who proposed 
the measure was its enemy, therefore the mea- 
sure is bad. He is on a footing of intimacy 
with this or that dangerous man, or has been 
seen in his company, or is suspected of enters 
taining some of his opinions, therefore the 
measure is bad. He bears a name that at a 
former period was borne by a set of men now 
no more, by whom bad principles were enter- 
tained — therefore the measure is bad !" 

Now, if the measure be really inexpedient, 
why not at once show it to be so 1 If. the 
measure is good, is it bad becaiise a bad man 
^ is its author 1 If bad, is it good because a 
good man has produced it 1 What are these 
arguments, but to say to the assembly who are 
to be the judges of any measure, that their 
imbecility is too great to allow them to judge 
of the measure by its own merits, and that 
they must have recourse to distant and feebler 
probabilities for that purpose ! 

"In proportion to the degree of efficiency 
with which a man suffers these instruments 
of deception to operate upon his mind, he 
enables bad men to exercise over him a sort 
of power, the diought of which ought to cover 
him with shame. Allow this argument the 
effect of a conclusive one, you put it into the 
power of any man to draw you at pleasure 
from the support of every measure, which in 
your own eyes is good, to force you to give 
your support to any and every measure which 
in your own eyes is bad. Is it goodi — the 
bad man embraces it, and, by the supposition, 
yon reject it Is it bad! — ^he vituperates it, 
and that suffices for driving you into its em- 
brace. You split upon the rocks, because he 
has avoided them; you miss the harbour, 
because he has steered into iti Give your- 
self up to any such blind antipathy, you are 
no less in the power of your adversaries, 
than if, by a correspondently irrational sym- 
pathy and obsequiousness, you put vourself 
into the poWer of your friends." — (pp. 132, 
188.) 

''Besides, nothing but laborious applica^ 
tion, and a clear and comprehensive intellect, 
can enable a man, on any given subject, to 
employ successfully relevant arguments drawn 
from the subject itself. To employ person- 
alities, neither labour nor intellect is required. 
In this sort of contest, the most idle and the 
most ignorant are quite on a par with, if not 
superior to, the most industrious and the most 
highly gifted individuals. Nothing can be 
more convenient for those who would speak 
without the trouble of thinking. The same 
ideas are brought forward over and over 
again, and all that is required is to vary the 
turn of expression. Close and relevant argu- 
ments have very linle hold on the passions, 
and serve rather to quell than to inflame 
them; while in personalities there is always 
something stimulant, whether on the part of 
him who praises or him who blames. Praise 
forms a kmd of connection between the party 
praising and the party praised, and vitupera- 
a'oD gives an air of courage and independence 
io the party who blames. 



''Ignorance and indolence, friendship and' 
enmity, concurring and coxiflicting interest; 
servility and independence, all conspire to 
give personalities the ascendency they so un- 
happily maintain. The more we lie under the 
influence of our own passions, the more- we 
rely on others being affected in a similar 
degree. A man who can repel these injuries 
with dignity, may often convert them into tri- 
umph: ' Strike me, but hear,' says he, and the* 
fury of his antagonist redounds to his own 
discomfiture.'*— (pp. 141, 142.) 

No Innovation ! — ^To say that all new things 
are bad, is to say that all old things were bad 
in their commencement: for of all the old 
things ever seen or heard of, there is not one' 
that was not once new. Whatever is now 
establishment was once innovation. The first 
inventor of pews and parish clerks was no 
doubt considered as a Jacobin in his day. 
Judges, juries, criers of the court, arc all the 
inventions of ardent spirits, who filled the 
world with alarm, and were considered as the 
great precursors of ruin and dissolution. No 
inoculation, no turnpikes, no reading, no writ- 
ing, no popery ! The fool sayeth in his heart, 
and crieth with his mouth, " I will have nothing 
new!" 

FaUacyof Distrust^-*' Whafs at the Bat^ 
torn .?'*— This fallacy begins with a virtual 
admission of the propriety of the measure 
considered in itself, and thus demonstrates its 
own futility, and cuts up from under itself the 
abound which it endeavours to make. A mea- 
sure is to be rejected for something that, by 
bare possibility, may be found amiss in some 
other measure! This is vicarious reproba- 
tion ; upon this principle Herod instituted his 
massacre. It is the argument of a driveller 
to other drivellers, who says. We are not able 
to decide upon the evil when it arises— our 
only safe way is to act upon the general ap- 
prehension of evil. 

Official Malefactor's Screen, — ** Attack u# — you 
attack Government,** 

If this notion is acceded to, every one who 
derives at present any advantage from misrule 
has it in fee-simple; and all abuses, present 
and future, are without remedy. So long as 
there is any thing amiss in conducting the 
business of government, so long as it can be 
made better, there can be no other mode of 
bringing it nearer to perfection, than the indi- 
cation of such imperfections as at the time 
being exist 

"But so far is it from being true that a 
man's aversion or contempt for the hands by 
which the powers of government, or even ftSr 
the system under which they are exercised, is 
a proof of his aversion or contempt tO' 
government itself, that, even in proportion 
the strength of that aversion or contempt, it 
a proof of the opposite affection. What, 
consequence of such contempt or averstOBT' 
he wishes for, is, not that there be no hands m 
all to exercise these powers, but that the 
may be better regulated; — not that 
powers should not be exercised at all, but _ 
they should be better exercised ; — ^not that, 
L the exercise of them, no rules at all should 



WOBK8 OF THE REV. STDMEl? eMTTE 



S15 



fsrsued, bat that the rales hy which thef are 
exercised should be a better set of rales. 

^All government is a trast; every branch 
of government is a trast ; and immemorially 
acknowledged so to be : it is only by the mag- 
nitade of the scale that public differ from pri- 
ratc t'rasts. I complain of the conduct of a 
person in the character of guardian, as domes- 
tic guardian, having the care of a minor or 
insane person. In so doing,, do I say that 
guardian ship is a bad institution! Does it 
enter into the head of any one to suspect me 
of so doing 1 I complain of an individual in 
the character of a commercial agent, or as- 
signee of the effects of an insolvent In so 
dung, do I say that commercial agency is a 
bad thing 1 that the practice of vesting in the 
hands of trustees or assignees the effects of 
an insolvent, for the purpose of their being 
divided among his creditors, is a bad practice! 
Does any such conceit ever enter into the head 
of man, as that of suspecting me of so doing!" 
—(pp. 162, 163.) 

There are no complaints against govern- 
ment in Turkey — no motions in Parliament, 
no Morning Chronicles, and no Edinburgh 
Reviews : yet, of all countries in the world, it 
is that in wliich revolts and revolutions are 
the most frequent. 

It is so far from trae, that no good govern- 
ment can exist consistently with such dis- 
closure, that no good government can exist 
without it It is quite obvious, to all who are 
capable of reflection, that by no other means 
fh^ by lowering the governors in the estima- 
tion of the people, can there be hope or chance 
of beneficial change. To infer from this wise 
endeavour to lessen the existing rulers in the 
estimation of the people, a wish of dissolving 
the government, is either artifice or error. 
Tke physician who intentionally weakens the 
patient by bleeding him has no intention he 
sbonld perish. 

The greater the quantity of respect a man 
. receives, independently of good conduct, the 
less good is his behaviour likely to be. It is 
the interest, therefore, of the public, in the 
case of each, to see that the respect paid to 
him should, as completely as possible, depend 
npon the goodness of his behaviour in the 
execution of his trust. But it is, on the con- 
trary, the interest of the trustee, that the re- 
spect, the money, or any other advantage he 
receives in virtue of his ofiice, should be as 
great, as secure, and as independent of conduct 
as possible. Soldiers expect to be &hot at; 
public men must expect to be attacked, and 
sometimes unjustly. It keeps up the habit of 
considering their conduct as exposed to scru- 
tiny; on the part of the people at large, it 
keeps alive the expectation of witnessing 
siicn attacks, and the habit of looking out for 
them. The friends and supporters of govera- 
ment have always greater facility in keeping 
and raising it up, than its adversaries have 
fi>r lowering iu 

' Aeeuaaium-^earar^a Device^ — **Infamy must ai' 
igA 9omewhere** 

This fallacy consists in representing the 
character of a calumniator as necessarily and 
Jnstly attaching upon him who, having inade a 



charge of u^isconduct ajraftL^t any persons 
possessed of political powei or mfluence, fails 
of producing evidence sui&cient for their con- 
viction. 

" If taken as a general proposition, applying 
to all public accusatbns, nothing can be more 
mischievous as well as fallacious. Supposing 
the charge unfounded, the delivery of it may 
have been accompanied with maia Jldea (con- 
sciousness of its injustice), with temerity only, 
or it may have been perfectly blameless. It is 
in the first case alone that infamy can with 
propriety attach upon him who brings it for- 
ward. A charge really groundless may have 
been honesxXy believed to be well founded, t.e. 
believed with a sort of provisional credence, 
sufficient for the purpose of engaging a man 
to do his part towards the bringing about an 
investigation, but without sufficient reasons. 
But a charge may be perfectly groundless 
without attaching the smallest particle of 
blame upon him who brings it forward. Sup- 
pose him to have heard from one or more, 
presenting themselves to him in the character 
of percipient witnesses, a story which, either 
in toto, or perhaps only in circumstances, though 
in circumstances of the most material iinport- 
ance, should prove fieJse and mendacious- 
how is the person who hears this, and acts 
accordingly, to blame! What sagacity can 
enable a man previously to legal investigation, 
a man who has no power that can enable him 
to insure correctness or completeness on the 
part of this extrajudicial testimony, to guard 
against deception in sach a case!** — (pp. 
185, 186.) 

FdOaey of false Con9olatum.—**What is the 
matter with you? — What would you haveP ' 
Look ai the people there, and there; think how 
much better off you are than they are. Your 



prosperity and uberty are obfeets of their emtyf 
your institutions models of their imitation*^ 

It is not the desire to look to the bright side 
that is blamed : but when a particular suffer- 
ing, produced by an assigned causp, has been 
pointed out, the object of many apologists is 
to tura the eyes of inquirers and judges into 
any other quarter in preference. If a man's 
tenants were to come with a general encomium 
on the prosperity of the country, instead of a 
specified sum, would it be accepted ! In a 
court of justice, in an action for damages, did 
ever any such device occur as that of pleading 
assets in the hands of a third person ! There 
is, in fact, no country so poor and so wretched 
in every element of prosperity, in which mat- 
ter for this argument might not be found. 
Were the prosperity of the country tenfold as 
great as at present, the absurdity of the argu 
ment would not in the least degree be lessened. 
Why should the smallest evil be endured, 
which can be cured; because others suffer ptp 
tiently under greater evils ! Should the small- 
est improvement attainable be neglected, be* 
cause others remain contented in a state dC 
still greater inferioritjr! 

<'&riously and pointedly in the character 
of a bar to any measure of relief, no, nor to 
the most trivial improvem^vit, can it over b» 
employed. Suppose a bill brou^t ixcC^x ^«t». 
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rerliDg an impassable road any where into a 
passable one, would any man stand np to op- 
pose it, who conld find nothing better to nrge 
against it than the multitude and goodness of 
the roads we have already t No : when in the 
6haraeter of a serious bar to the measure in 
hand, be that measure what it may, an argu- 
ment so palpably inapplicable is employed, it 
can only be for the purpose of creating a di- 
version ;— of turning aside the minds of men 
fW>m the subject really in hand, to a picture, 
#hich, by its beauty, it is hoped, may engross 
die attention of the assembly, and make them 
fbrget for the moment for what purpose they 
came there."— (pp. 196, 197.) 

The Quietist, or no Complaint — ** A new law 
&t measure being proposed in the character of 
a remedy for some incontestable abuse or evil, 
an objection is frequently started to the follow- 
ing effect: — ^*The measure is unnecessary. 
Nobody complains of disorder in that shape, 
in which it is the aim of your measure to pro- 
pose a remedy to it But even when no cause 
of complaint has been found to exist, especi- 
iUly under governments which admit of com- 
plaints, men have in general not been slow to 
complain ; much less where any just cause of 
complaint has existed.' The argument amounts 
Id this : — Nobody complains, therefore nobody 
buffers. It amounts to a veto on all measures 
of precaution or prevention, and goes to es- 
ttblish a maxim in legislation directly opposed 
to the most ordinary prudence of common life ; 
—it enjoins us to build no parapets to a bridge 
till the number of accidents has raised an uni- 
versal clamour." — (pp. 190, 191.) 

Procrastinatoi's Argument — ** Wait a little, 
Hum is not the time" 

This is the common argument of men, who, 
being in reality hostile to a measure, are 
ashamed or afraid of appearing to be so. To- 
day is the plea — eterruu eaxlution commonly 
the object It is the same sort of quirk as a 
plea of abatement in law — which is never em- 
ployed but on the side of a dishonest defendant, 
whose hope it is to obtain an ultimate triumph, 
hy overwhelming his adversary with despair, 
impoverishment, and lassitude. Which is 
the propcrest day to do good 1 which is the pro- 
perest day to remove a nuisance 1 we answer, 
the very first daj a man can be found to propose 
the removal of it; and whoever opposes the 
removal of it on that day will (if he dare) op- 
pose it on every other. There is in the minds 
of many feeble friends to virtue and improve- 
ment, an imaginary period for the removal of 
evils, which it would certainly be worth while 
to wait for, if there was the smallest chance of 
its ever arriving — a period of unexampled 
peace and prosperity, when a patriotic king 
4liid an enlightened mob united their ardent 
efforts for the amelioration of human affairs ; 
when the oppressor is as delighted to give up 
the oppression, as the oppressed is to be libera- 
ted from it ; when the difficulty and unpopu- 
larity would be to continue the evil, not to 
abolish it ! These are the periods when fair- 
weather philosophers are willing to venture 
out, and hazard a little for the general good. 
Bat the history of human nature is so contrary 
fo all tbJs, that almost all improvements are 



made after the bitterest resistance, and in tlKI 
midst of tumults and civil violence — the wont 
period at which they can be made, compared 
to which any period is eligible, and should M 
seized hold of by the friends of salutaiy re- 
form. 

SnaiPs Pace arguments — ^ One thing at a 
time ! Not too fata! Shw and mire ! — Iznpoit- 
ance of the business — extreme difficulty of the 
business— danger of innovation — ^need of cau- 
tion and circumspection — ^impossibility of fore- 
seeing all consequences^-danger of precipit»> 
tion— every thing should be gradual — one tning 
at a time — tliis is not the time — great occupy 
lion at present — ^wait for more leisure — peo» 
pie well satisfied — ^no petitions presented--4U> 
complaints heard — no such mischief has yet 
taken place — stay till it has taken place If— 
Such is the prattle which the magpie in office, 
who, understanding nothing, yet understands 
that he must have something to say on eveiy 
subject, shouts out among his auditors at a 
succedancum to thought." — (pp. 203, 204.) 

Vc^ue Generalities, — Vague generalities com- 
prehend a numerous class of fallacies resorted 
to by those who, in preference to the determi- 
nate expressions which they might use, adopt 
others more vague and indeterminate. 

Take, for instance, the terms, government^ 
laws, morals, religion. Every body will admit 
that there are in the world bad governments, 
bad laws, bad morals, and bad religions. The 
bare circumstance, therefore, of being engaged 
in exposing the defects of government, law, 
morals, and religion, does not of itself afford 
the slightest presumption that a writer is 
engaged in any things blamable. If his at- 
tack is only directed against that which is 
bad in each, his efforts may be productive of 
good to any extent This essential distinction, 
however, the defender of abuses uniformly 
takes care to keep out of sight ; and boldly im- 
putes to his antagonists an intention to sab* 
vert all government, law, morals, and religkmm 
Propose any thing with a view to the improve- 
ment of the existing practice, in relation to 
law, government, and religion, he will treat yoa 
with an oration upon the necessity and ntilitf 
of law, government, and religion. Among tht 
several cloudy appellatives which have been 
commonly employed as cloaks for misgoverB- 
ment, there is none more conspicuous in this 
atmosphere of illusion than the word order. 
As oAen as any measure is brought fonraid 
which has for its object to lessen the sacriiloa. 
made by the many to the few, social order is tbo « 
phrase commonly opposed to its progress. 

" By a defalcation made from any part of *" 
the mass of factitious delay, vexation, and c»— — 
pense, out of which, and in proportion to whidl^^ 
lawyers* profit is made to flow — by any dc 
cation made from the mass of needless 
worse than useless emolument to office, ' 
or without service or pretence of service- 
any addition endeavoured to be made to 
quantity, or improvement in the quality of i 

vice rendered, or time bestowed in service r 

dered in return for such emolument — ^by ewtrf 
endeavour that has for its object the persoadinr 
the people to place their fate at the disposal or 
any other agents than those in whose hands 
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bfeaeli of trust is certain, dae fulfilment of it 
Biormlly and physically impossible— «wia/ or- 
At is said to be endangered, and threatened to 
be destroyed."— (p. 234.) 

In the same way tstabUskment is a word in 
me to protect the bad parts of establishments, 
by chaii^ng those who wish to remove or alter 
tbem with a wish to subvert all good establish- 
ments. 

Mischievous faUacies also circulate from 
the convertible use of what Mr. B. is pleased to 
- call dyslogistic and eulogistic terms. Thus a 
▼ast concern is expressed for the liberty of the 
preMa, and the utmost abhorrence for its ueeri' 
thusmn.' but then, by the licentiousness of 
tlie press is meant every disclosure by which 
any abuse is brought to light and exposed to 
sliame — ^by the Ubnarty of the pres8 is meant only 
publications from which no such inconvenience 
18 to be apprehended ; and the fallacy consists 
in employing the sham approbation of liberty 
as a mask for the real opposition to all free 
discussion. To write a pamphlet so ill that 
nobody will read it ; to animadvert in terms 
io weak and insipid upon great evils, that no 
disgust is excited at the vice, and no appre- 
hension in the evil-doer, is a fair use of the 
liberty of the press, and is not only pardoned 
bj the friends of government, but draws from 
them the most fervent eulogium. The licen- 
tiousness of the press consists in doing the 
thing boldly and well, in striking terror into 
the guilty, and in rousing the attention of the 

KbUc to the defence of their highest interests. 
lis is the licentiousness of the press held in 
die greatest horror by timid and corrupt men, 
and punished by semianimous, semicadaverous 
hidges, with a captivity of many years. In 
tbe same manner the dyslogistic and eulogistic 
&11acies are used in the case of reform. 

" Between all abuses whatsoever, there ex- 
1tC9 that connection ; — between all persons 
"Who see each of them any one abuse in which 
mk advantage results to himself, there exists, 
is point of interest, that close and sufficiently 
unaerstood connection, of which intimation 
tes been given already. To no one abuse can 
correction be administered without endanger- 
ittg the existence of every other. 

•If, then, with this inward determination 
not to suffer, so far as depends upon himself, 
tte adoption of any reform which he is able to 
jnerent, it should seem to him necessary or 
adrisable to put on, for a cover, the profession 
cr appearance of a desire to contribute to such 
xvform — in pursuance of the device or fallacy 
liere in question, he will represent that which 
floes by the name of reform as distinguisha- 
ole into two species ; one of them a fit subject 
4^* approbation, the other for disapprobation. 
"Fbat which he thus professes to have marked 
tor approbation, he will accordingly, for the 
6Spression of such approbation, characterize 
1^ tome adjunct of the eulogistic cast, such as 
aederate, for example, or temperate, or prac- 
tieal, or practicable. 

•To the other of these nominally distinct 
■Meies, he will, at the same time, attach some 
M^iiact of the dyslogistic cast, such as violent, 
memperatft, extravagant, outrageous, theoreti- 
Mlf speculative, and so forth. . 
39 



''Thus, then, in profession and to appearanee, 
there are in his conception of the matter two 
distiuct and opposite species of reform, to one 
of Which his approbation, to the other his dis- 
approbation is attached. But the species to 
which his approbation is attached is an empty 
species — a species in which no individual is, 
or is intended to be, contained. 

" The species to which his disapprobation is 
attached is, on the contrary, a crowded species, 
a receptacle in which the whole contents of the 
genus — of the genus Reform are intended to be 
included."— (pp. 277, 278.) 

jintv-rational FaUaeies^ — ^When reason is in 
opposition to a man's interests, his study will 
naturally be to render the faculty itself, and 
whatever issues from it, an object of hatred 
and contempt The sarcasm and other figures 
of speech employed on the occasion are di- 
rected not merely against reason but against 
thought, as if there were something in the 
faculty of thought that rendered the exercise 
of it incompatible with useful and successful 
practice. Sometimes a plan, which would not 
suit the oflScial person's interest, is without 
more ado pronounced a speculative one; and, 
by this observation, all need of rational and 
deliberate discussion is considered to be super- 
seded. The first effort of the corruption ist is 
to fix the epithet speculative upon any scheme 
which he thinks may cherish the spirit of 
reform. The expression is hailed with the 
greatest delight by bad and feeble men, and 
repeated with the most unwearied energy; and, 
to the word speculative, by way of reinforce- 
ment, are added, theoretical, visionary, chimericalf 
romantic, ~~ 



" Sometimes a distinction is taken, and there- 
upon a concession made. The plan is good in 
theory, but it would be bad in practice, i. e. iUl 
being good in theory does not hinder its being 
bad in practice. 

** Sometimes, as if in consequence of a farther 
progress made in the art of irrationality, the 
plan is pronounced to be <oo good to be practices 
ble; and its being so good as it is, is thus repre- 
sented as the very cause of its being bad la 
practice. 

*' In short, such is the perfection at whicb 
this art is at length arrived, that the very cii^ 
cnmstance of a plan's being susceptible of th« 
appellation of a plan, has been gravely stated ' 
as a circumstance sufficient to warrant its being 
rejected, if not with hatred, at any rate with a 
sort of accompaniment, which, to the million, 
is commonly felt still more galling — with coa- 
tempt."— (p. 296.) ' 

There is a propensity to push theory too far; 
but what is the just inference 1 not that theo* 
retical propositions (i. r. all propositions of anr 
considerable comprehension or extent) should, 
from such their extent, be considered to be falsa 
in toto, but only that, in the particular case, 
inquiry should be made whether, supposing thd 
proposition to be in the character of a rulcl 
generally true, an exception ought to be taken 
out of it. It might almost be imagined that 
there was something wicked or unwise in th« 
exercise of thought; for everybody feels a 
hecessity for disclaiin\ii% SX» '^\ wJi^^v ^>!i«^ 
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to speculation; I am no friend to theocies." 
Can a man disclaim theory, can he disclaim 
speculaiioD, without disclaiming thoagbtTvU 

The description of persons by whom'^pkls 
fallacy is chiefly employed are iLose who, re- 
garding a plan as adverse to their interests, 
and not finding it on the ground of general 
utility exposed to any predominant objection, 
have recourse to this objection in the character 
of an instrument of contempt, in the view of 
preventing those from looking into it who might 
have been otherwise disposed. It is by the fear 
of seeing it practised that they are drawn to 
speak of it as impracticable. " Upon the face 
of it (exclaims some feeble or pensioned gen- 
tleman), it carries that air of plausibility, that, 
if you were not upon your guard, might engage 
you to bestow more or less of attention upon 
it ; but were you to take the trouble, you would 
find that (as it is with all these plans which 

Sromise so much) practicability would at last 
e wanting to it. To save yourself from this 
trouble, the wisest course you can lake is to 
put the plan aside, and to think no more about 
the matter.'' This is always accompanied with 
a peculiar grin of triumph. 

The whole of these fallacies may be gathered 
together in a little oration, which we will de- 
nominate the 

NoodWt Oration, 

** What would our ancestors say to this, sirl 
How does this measure tally with their institu- 
tions 1 How does it agree with their expe- 
rience 1 Are we to put the wisdom of yesterday 
in competition with the wisdom of centuries ? 
(Heart hear!) Is beardless youth to show no 
respect for the decisions of mature age ? (Loud 
aria of hear I hear!) If this measure is right, 
would it have escaped the wisdom of those 
Saxon progenitors to whom we are indebted 
for so many of our best political institutions ? 
Would the Dane have passed it overt Would 
the Norman have rejected it 1 Would such a 
notable discovery have been reserved for these 
modern and degenerate times? Besides, sir, 
if the measure itself is good, I ask the honour- 
able gentleman if this is the time for carrying 
it into execution — whether, in fact, a more un- 
fortunate period could have been selected than 
that which he has chosen 1 If this were an 
ordinary measure, I should not oppose it with 
so much vehemence ; but, sir, it calls in ques- 
tion the wisdom of an irrevocable law^-of a 
law passed at the memorable period of the 
BeYolution. What right have we, sir, to break 
down this firm column, on which the great 
men of that day stamped a character of eter- 
nity! Are not all authorities against this mea- 
sure, Pitt, Fox, Cicero, and the Attorney and 
Solicitor-General! The proposition is new, 
sir; it h the first time it was ever heard in this 
house. I am not prepared, sir — this house is 
not prepared, to receive it. The measure im- 

gies a distrust of his majesty's government; 
eir disapproval is sufficient to warrant oppo- 
sition. Precaution only is requisite where 
danger is apprehended. Here the high cha- 
racter of the Individuals in question is a suffi- 
cient guarantee against any ground of alarm. 
C^ire not, then, your saoction to this measure ; 



for, whatever be its character, if you do gire . 
your sanction to it, the same man by whom 
this is proposed, will propose to you others to 
which It will be impossible to give your con- 
sent I care very little, sir, for the ostensible 
measure ; but what is there behind ? What are 
the honourable gentleman's future schemes? 
If we pass this bill, what fresh concessions 
maybe not require? What farther degrada-' 
tion is he planning for his country 1 Talk of 
evil and inconvenience, sir! look to other 
countries — study other aggregations and socie-' 
ties of men, and then see whether the laws of 
this country demand a remedy, or deserve a 
panegyric. Was the honourable gentleman 
pet me ask him) always of this way of think- 
ing! Do I not remember when he was the 
advocate in this house of very opposite 
opinions ! I not only quarrel with his present 
sentiments, sir, but I declare very frankly I do 
not like the party with which he acts. If his 
own motives were as pure as possible, ihcy 
cannot but suffer contamination from those 
with whom he is politically associated. This 
measure may be a boon to the constitution, but 
I will accept no favour to the constitution from 
such hands. {Loud cries of hear ! hear !) I pro- 
fess myself, sir, an honest and upright member 
of the British Parliament, and I am not afraid 
to profess myself an enemy to all change, and 
all innovation. I am satisfied with things as 
they are ; and it will be my pride and pleasure 
to hand down this country to my children as I 
received it from those who preceded me. The 
honourable gentleman pretends to justify the 
severity with which he has attacked the noble 
lord who presides in the Court of Chancery. 
But I say such attacks are pregnant with mis- 
chief to government itself. Oppose ministers, 
you oppose government: disgrace ministers, 
you disgrace government: bring ministers into 
contempt, you bring government into contempt; 
and anarchy and civil war are the conse- 
quences. Besides, sir, the measure is unne- 
cessary. Nobody complains of disorder in that 
shape in which it is the aim of your measure 
to propose a remedy to it The business is 
one of the greatest importdTfce ; there is need 
of the greatest caution and circumspection. 
Do not let us be precipitate, sir ; it is impossi- 
ble to foresee all consequences. Every thing 
should be gradual ; the example of a neighbour- 
ing nation should fill us with alarm ! The 
honourable gentleman has taxed me with illibe> 
ralily, sir. I deny the charge. I hate innora- 
tion, but I love improvement I am an enemy 
to the corruption of government, but I defend 
its influence. I dread reform, but I dread it 
only when it is intemperate. I consider the 
liberty of the press as the great palladium of 
the constitution ; but, at the same time, I hold 
the licentiousness of the press in the greatest 
abhorrence. Nobody is more conscious than 
I am of the splendid abilities of the honourable 
mover, but I tell him at once, his scheme is 
too good to be practicable. It savours of 
Utopia. It looks well in theory, but it won't do 
in practice. It will not do, I repeat sir, in 
practice ; and so the advocates of the measure 
will find, if, unfortunately, it should find its way 
through Parliament (Chten,) The source or 
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diatcorniption to which the honourable mem- 
ber alladest is in the minds of the people ; so 
rank and extensive is that corruption, that no 
political reform can have any effect in remov- 
ing iL Instead of reforming others — ^instead 
of reforming the state, the constitotlon, and 
erersT thing that is most excellent, let each man 
reform himself! let him look at home, he will 
find there enough to do, without looking abroad, 
and aiming at what is out of his power. (Loud 
dketnJ) And now, sir, as it is frequently the 
custom in this house to end with a quotation, 
* and as the gentleman who preceded me in the 
debate has anticipated me in my favourite 
qaoiation of the 'Strong pull and the long 
puUy' I shall end with the memorable words of 
the assembled Barons — Nolumut legu jinglia 
fmUarL'* 

••Upon the whole, the following are the 
chaiacters which appertain in common to all 
the several arguments here distinguished by 
the name of fallacies : — 

•* 1. Whatever be the measure in hand, they 
are» with relation to it, irrelevant. 

••S. They are all of them such, that the ap- 
plication of these irrelevant arguments affords 
a presumption either of the weakness or total 
absence of relevant arguments on the side on 
which they are employed. 

••d. To any good purpose they are all of 
them unnecessary. 

••4. They are all of them not only capable 
of being applied, but actually in the habit of 
being applied, and with advantage, to bad pur- 
poses, viz., to the obstruction and defeat of all 
such measures as have for their object the 



removal of the abuses or other imperfectiona 
still discernible in the frame and practice of 
the goFemment. 

** 5. T3y means of their irrelevancy, they all 
of them consume and misapply time, thereby 
obstructing the course and retarding the pro- 
gress of all necessary and useful business. 

**6. By that irritative quality which, in 
virtue of their irrelevancy, with the improbity 
or weakness of which it is indicative, they 
possess, all of them, in a degree more or less 
considerable, but in a more particular degree 
such of them as consist in personalities, ther 
are productive of ill-humour, which in sonie 
instances has been productive of bloodshed, 
and is continually productive, as above, of 
waste of time and hinderance of business. 

« 7. On the part of those who, whether in 
spoken or written discourses, give utterance 
to them, they are indicative either of impro- 
bity or intellectual weakness, or of a contempt 
for the understanding of those on whose minds 
they are destined to operate. 

"8. On the part of those on whom they 
operate, they are indicative of intellectual 
weakness ; and on the part of those in and by 
whom they are pretended to operate, they are 
indicative of improbity, viz., in the shape of 
insincerity. 

" The practical conclusion is, that in pro- 
portion as the acceptance, and thence tba 
utterance, of them can be prevented, the un- 
derstanding of the public will be strengthened* 
the morals of the public will be purified, and 
the practice of government improved." — (pp. 
359, 360.) 
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Mb. WATEBToir is a Roman Catholic gen- 
tleman of Yorkshire, of good fortune, who, 
instead of passing his life at balls and assem- 
blies, has preferred living with Indians and 
moukejTS in the forests of Guiana. He ap- 
pears in early life to have been seized with an 
unconquerable aversion to Piccadilly, and to 
that train of meteorological questions and 
answers, which forms the great staple of 
polite English conversation. From a dislike 
to the regular form of a journal, he throws 
his travels into detached pieces, which he, 
rather affectedly, calls Wanderings — and of 
which we shall proceed to give some account 

His first Wandering was in the year 1812, 
through the wilds of Demerara and Essequibo, 
a part of ei-devani Dutch Guiana, in South 
America. The sun exhausted him by day, the 

• Wmmi^rings hn South Amerka, th« Jfortk- WtH «f iU 
UmkBd AolM, ttmd the JtntOUt, H the yeara 181S, 1816, 
IfllO, CM 1814 ; with, Origimd Inetructions far the jerfeet 
Fneenmtien ef Birde,l^c., for CoMnete of ifiUwrol 
Obtenr. By Chaklxs WATitTOJf, Eaq. London. 
Mamu. 4to. 18S5. 



musquitoes bit him by night ; but on went Mr* 
Charles Waterton ! 

The first thing which strikes us in this ex- 
traordinary chronicle, is the genuine zeal and 
inexhaustible delight with which all the bar- 
barous countries he visits are described.. He 
seems to love the forests, the tigers, and the 
apes ; — to be rejoiced that he is the only man 
there ; that he has left his species far away ; 
and is at last in the midst of his blessed 
baboons ! He writes with a considerable • 
degree of force and vigour ; and contrives to . 
infuse into his reader that admiration of the - 
great works, and undisturbed scenes of na- 
ture, which animates his style, and has influ- 
enced his life and practice. There is some- 
thing, too, to be highly respected and praised 
in the conduct of a country gentleman, who^ 
instead of exhausting life in the chase, has 
dedicated a considerable portion of it to the 
pursuit of knowledge. There are so many 
temptations to complete idlenesa'in the life of 
a country gentleman, so many examples of i^ 
and so much loss to the couunsaBlV^ ^^^^t^ iSk 
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thftt every ezception from the practice is de- 
serving of great praise. Some country gen- 
tlemen must remain to do the business of tibeir 
counties; but, in general, there are many 
more than are wanted; and, generally speak- 
ing also, they are a class who should be 
stimulated to greater exertions. Sir Joseph 
Banks, a squire of large fortune in Lincoln- 
shire, might have given up his existence to 
double-barrelled guns andf persecutions of 
poachers — and all the benefits derived firom 
nis wealth, industry, and personal exertion in 
t]|e cause of science would have been lost to 
tae community. 

Mr. Waterton complains, that the trees of 
Guiana are not more than six yards in circum- 
ference — a magnitude in trees which it is not 
easy for a Scotch imagination to reach. 
Among these, pre-eminent in height rises the 
mora — upon whose top branches, when naked 
by age, or dried by accident, is perched the 
toucan, too high for the gun of the fowler ; — 
around this are the green heart, famous for 
hardness; the tough hackea; the ducalabali^ 
surpassing mahogany ; the ebony and letter- 
wood, exceeding the most beautiful woods of 
the Old World ; the locust-tree, yielding copal ; 
aftd the hayawa and olou-trees, furnishing 
sweet-smelling resin. Upon the top of the 
mora grows the fig-tree. The bush-rope 
joins tree and tree, so as to render the forest 
impervious, as, descending from on high, it 
takes root as soon as its extremity touches ihe 
ground, and appears like shrouds and stays 
supporting the mainmast of a line-of-batUe 
ship. 

Demerara yields to no country in the world 
in her birds. The mud is flaming with the 
scarlet curlew. At sunset, the pelicans return 
from the sea to the courada trees. Among 
the flowers are the humming-birds. The 
columbine, gallinaceous, and passerine tribes 
people the fruit-trees. At the close of day, 
the vampires, or winged bats, suck the blood 
of the traveller, and cool him by the flap of 
their wings. Nor has nature forgotten to 
amuse herself here in the composition of 
snakes: — the camoudi has been killed from 
thirty to forty feet long ; he does not act by 
venom, but by size and convolution. The 
Spaniards affirm that he grows to the length 
of eighty feel, and that he will swallow a bull ; 
but Spaniards love the superlative. There is 
a whipanake of a beautiful green. The labarri 
sttake of a dirty brown, who kills you in a few 
minutes. Every lovely colour imder heaven 
is lavished upon the counachouchi, the most 
venomous of reptiles, and known by the name 
of the bush-master. Man and beast, says Mr. 
Waterton, fly before him, and allow him to 
pursue an undisputed path. 

We consider the following description of the 
various sounds in these wild regions as very 
striking, and done with very considerable 
powers of style. 

'« He whose eye can distinguish the various 
beauties of uncultivated nature, and whose 
ear is not shut to the wild sounds in the 
woods, will be delighted in passing up the 
ntrer Demer&ra. Every now and then, the 
mmuu or tinamon aenda forth one kmg and 



plttiiitive whistle from the depth of the fbtcM^' 
and tbtn stops; whilst the yelping of the 
toucan, and the shrill voice of the bird callad 
pi-pi-yo,-are heard during the interval. The 
campanero never fails to attract the attention 
of the passenger : at a distance of nearly three 
miles you may hear this snow-white bird 
tolling every four or five minutes, like the 
distant convent bell. From six to nine in the 
morning, tiie forests resound with the mingled' 
cries and strains of the feathered race ; after 
this they gradually die away. From eleven tn 
three, all nature is hushed as in a midnight 
silence, and scarce a note is heard, saving 
that of the campanero and the pi-pi-jro ; it it 
then that, oppressed by the solar heat, the 
birds retire to the thickest shade, and wait ibr 
the refreshing cool of evening. 

"At sundown the vampires, bats, and goat- 
suckers, dart from their lonely retreat, and 
skim along the trees on the river's bank. TTie 
different kinds of frogs almost stun the cMt 
with their hoarse and hollow-sounding croak- 
ing, while the owls and goatsuckers lament- 
and mourn all night long. 

*' About two hours before daybreak you will 
hear tbe^ red monkey moaning as though in 
deep distress ; the houtou, a solitary bird, and 
only found in the thickest recesses of the 
forest, distinctly articulates, * houtou, houtou,' 
in a low and plaintive tone, an hour before 
sunrise; the maam whistles about the same 
hour; the hannaquoi, pataca, and marou£ 
announce his near approach to the eastern 
horizon, and the parrots and paroquets confirm 
his arrival there." — (pp. la— 15.) 

Our good Quixote of Demerara is a little 
too fond of apostrophizing : — *' Traveller ! dost 
thou think 1 Reader! dost thou imagine!" 
Mr. Waterton should remember, that the 
whole merit of these violent deviations from 
common style depends upon their rarity, and 
that nothing does, for ten pages together, but 
the indicative mood. This fault gives an air 
of aflectation to the writing of Mr. WatertoUf 
which we believe to be foreign from his cha- 
racter and nature. We do not wish to deprive 
him of these indulgences altogether; but 
merely to put him upon an allowance, imd 
upon such an allowance as will give to these 
figures of speech the advantage of surprise 
and relief. 

This gentleman's delight and exultation «!• 
ways appear to increase as he loses sight of 
European inventions, and comes to something- 
purely Indian. Speaking of an Indian tribe, 
he says, — 

•*They had only one gun, and it appeared 
rusty and neglected ; but their poisoned wea- 
pons were in fine order. Their blow-pip*s 
hung from the roof of the hut, carefully sus- 
pended by a silk grass cord ; and on taking IT 
nearer view of them, no dust seemed to have 
collected there, nor had the spider spun M 
smallest web on them ; which showed that \haf 
were in constant use. The quivers were close 
by them, with the jaw-bone of the fish pirct 
tied by a string to their brim, and a small 
wicker-basket of wild cotton, which huns 
down to the centre ; they were nearly fall ol 
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BOtsoaed arrows. It was with diffioaliy tfaase 
Indians could be persaaded to part with anj of 
the Woorali poison, though a good price was 
ofl^red for it: they gave us to understand that 
it was powder and shot to them, and rerj diffi- 
eoU to be procured."— (PP* 34* 35.) 

A wicker^basket of wild cotton, full of poi- 
aoaed arrows, for shooting fish ! This is In- 
dian with a veogeance. We lairly admit that, 
in the contemplation of such utensils, every 
trait of civilized life is completely and effectu- 
ally banished. 

One of the strange and fanciful objects of 
1&. Waterton's journey was, to obtain a better 
knowledge of the composition and nature of the 
Wmtrali poison, the ingredient with which the 
Indians poison their arrows. In the wilds of 
Essequibo, far away from any European set- 
tlements, there is a tribe of Indians known by 
the name of Maeouthi, The Wourali poison is 
vatd by all the South American savages, be- 
twixt the Amazon and the Oroonoque ; but the 
Macoushi Indians manufacture it with the 
greatest skill, and of the greatest strength. A 
vine grows in the forest called Wourali ; and 
from this vine, together with a good deal of 
nonsense and absurdity, the poison is prepared. 
When a native of Macoushia goes in quest of 
feathered game, he seldom carries his bow and 
arrows. It is the blow-pipe be then uses. The 
reed grows to an amazing length, as the part 
the Indians use is from 10 to 11 feet long, and 
DO tapering can be perceived, one end being as 
thick as another; nor is there the slightest ap- 
pearance of a knot or joint. The end which is 
applied to the mouth is tied round with a small 
silk grass cord. The arrow is from nine to 
ten inches long ; it is made out of the leaf of 
a palm-tree, and pointed as sharp as a needle : 
about an inch of the pointed end is poisoned : 
the other end is burnt to make it still harder; 
and wild cotton is put round it for an inch and 
a half. The quiver holds from 500 to 600 ar- 
rows, is from 12 to 14 inches long, and in 
shape like a dice-box. With a quiver of these 
poisoned arrows over his shoulder, and his 
blow-pipe in his hand, the Indian stalks into 
the forest in quest of his feathered game. 

"These generally sit high up in the tall and 
tuAed trees, but still are not out of the Indian's 
reach ; for his blow-pipe, at its greatest eleva- 
tion, will send an arrow three hundred feet. 
Silent as midnight be steals under them, and so 
cautiously does he tread the ground, that the 
fallen leaves rustle not beneath his feet. His 
ean are open to the least sound, while his 
eye, keen as that of the lynx, is employed in 
finding out the game in the thickest shade. 
Often he imitates their cry, and decoys them 
-from tree to tree, till they are within range of 
his tube. Then taking a poisoned arrow from 
his quiver, he puts it in the blow-pipe, and col- 
lects his breath for the fatal puff. 

" About two feet from the end through which 
he blows, there are fastened two teeth of the 
acovri, and these aervc him for a sight. Silent 
and awift the arrow flies, and seldom fails to 
pieree the object at which it is sent. Some- 
times the wounded bird remains in the same 
tree where it was shot, but in three minutes 
falladown at the Indian's feet. Shoold iie take 



wing, bis flight is of short duration, and llle 
IndiaJi following in the direction he has gone, 
is sure to find him dead. 

''It is natural to imagine that, when a sli|^t 
wound only is inflicted, the game will make its 
escape. Far otherwise; the Wourali poisQjn 
instantaneously mixes with blood or water, so 
that if you wet your finger, and dash it alo^g 
the poisoned arrow in the quickest manner 
possible, you are sure to carry off* some of the 
poison. 

'* Though three minutes generally elapse be* 
fore the convulsions come on in the woundctd 
bird, still a stupor evidently takes place sooner, 
and this stupor manifests itself by an apparent 
unwillingness in the bird to move. This was 
very visible in a dying fowl." (pp. 60 — 62.) 

The flesh of the fame is not in the slightest 
degree injured by the poison ; nor does it ap- 
pear to be corrupted sooner than that killed by 
the gun or knife. For the larger animals, an 
arrow with a poisoned spike is used. 

** Thus armed with deadly poison, and hun- 
gry as the hyena, he ranges through the forest 
in quest of the wild beasts' track. No hound 
can act a surer parL Without clothes to fetter 
him, or shoes to bind his feet, he observes the 
footsteps of the game, where an European eye 
could not discern the smallest vestige. He 
pursues it through all its turns and windings, 
with astonishing perseverance, and success 
generally crowns his efibrts. The animal, alter 
receiving the poisoned arrow, seldom retreats 
two hundred paces before it drops. 

** In passing over land from the Essequibo to 
the Demerara we fell in with a herd of wild 
bogs. Though encumbered with baggage, and 
fatigued with a hard day's walk, an Indian got 
his bow ready, and let fly a poisoned arrow at 
one of them. It entered the cheek-bone, and 
broke off. The wild hog was found quite dead 
about one hundred and seventy paces from the 
place where he had been shot. He afforded us 
an excellent and wholesome supper." — (p. 65.) 

Being a Wourali poison fancier, Mr. Water- 
ton has recorded several instances of the power 
of his favourite drug. A sloth poisoned by it 
went gently to sleep, and died! a large ox, 
weighing one thousand pounds, was shot with 
three arrows; the poison took effect in four 
minutes, and in twenty-five minutes he was 
dead. The death seems to be very gentle ; aqd 
resembles more a quiet apoplexy, brought on by 
hearing a long story, than any other kind of 
death. If an Indian happens to be wounded 
with one of these arrows, he considers it as cer- 
tain death. We have reason to congratulate our- 
selves, that our method of terminating disputes 
is by Sword and pistol, and not by these medi- 
cated pins; which, we presume, will becoaie 
the weapons of gentlemen in the new republics 
of South America. 

The second journey of Mr. Waterton, in the 
year 1816, was to Pemambuco, in the southern 
hemisphere, on the coast of Brazil, and from 
thence he proceeds to Cayenne. His plan was 
to have ascended the Amazon from Para, aad 
get into the Rio -Negro, and from thence to have 
returned towards Uie source of the Essequibo, 
in order to examine the Crystal Mountains, apd 
to look once moce fox lASut "^^uSsba^^ ^^"^ "^^ 
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White Sea; but on arriving at Cayenne, he 
foand that to beat op the Amazon would be long 
and tedious ; he left Cayenne, therefore, in an 
American ship for Paramaribo, went through 
the interior to Coryntin, stopped a few days at 
New Amsterdam, and proceeded to Demerara. 

"Leave behind you" (he says to the traveller) 
"your high-seasoned dishes, your wines, and 
your delicacies; carry nothing but what is 
necessary for your own comfort, and the object 
in view, and depend upon the skill of an Indian, 
or your own, for fish and game. A sheet, about 
twelve feet long, ten wide, painted, and with 
loop-holes on each side, will be of great ser- 
vice : in a few minutes you can suspend it be- 
twixt two trees in the shape of a rogf. Under 
this, in your hammock, you may defy the pelt^ 
ing shower, and sleep heedless of the dews of 
night. A hat, a shirt, and ^ light pair of 
trow^ers, will be ail the raiment you require. 
Custom will soon teach you to tread lightly and 
barefoot on the little inequalities of the ground, 
and show you how to pass on, unwounded, 
amid the mantling briars."— (pp. U2, 113.) 

Snakes are certainly an annoyance; but 
the snake, though high-spirited, is not quarrel- 
•ome ; he considers his fangs to be given for 
defence, and not for annoyance, and never in- 
flicts a wound but to defend existence. If you 
tread upon him, he puts you to death for your 
clumsiness, merely because he does not under- 
stand what your clumsiness means ; and cer- 
tainly a snake, who feels fourteen or fifteen 
stone stamping upon his tail, has little time for 
reflection, and may be allowed to be poisonous 
and peevish. American tigers generally run 
away — from which several respectable gentle- 
men in Parliament inferred, in the American 
war, that American soldiers would run away 
also! 

The description of the birds is very animated 
and interesting; but how far does the gentle 
reader imagine the campanero may be heard, 
whose size is that of a jay 1 Perhaps 300 yards. 
Poor innocent, ignorant reader! unconscious 
of what nature has done in the forests of Cay- 
enne, and measuring the force of tropical into- 
nation by the sounds of a Scotch duck ! The 
campanero may be heard three miles! — this 
single little bird being more powerful than the 
belfry of a cathedral, ringing for a new dean — 
just appofnted on account of shabby politics, 
small understanding, and good family ! 

<<The fiflh species is the celebrated campa- 
nero of the Spaniards, called dara by the In- 
dians, and bell-bird by the English. He is about 
the size of the jay. His plumage is white as 
snow. On his forehead rises a spiral tube 
nearly three inches long. It is jet black, dotted 
aU over with small white feathers. It has a 
communication with the palate, and when 
filled with air, looks like a spire ; when empty, 
it becomes pendulous. His note is loud and 
clear, like the sound of a bell, and may be heard 
at the distance of three miles. In the midst of 
these extensive wilds, generally on the dried 
top of an aged mora, almost out of gun reach, 
roa wi)] see the campanero. No sound or song 
ivia anjr of the winged inhabitants of the forest, 



not even the clearly pronounced 'Whip-poor 
Will,' from the goatsucker, causes such aa 
tonishment as the toll of the campanero. 

** With many of the feathered race he pays 
the common tribute of a morning and an even- 
ing song; and even when the meridian sun has 
shut in silence the mouths of almost the whole 
of animated nature, the campanero still cheers 
the forest You hear his toll, and then a pause 
for a minute, then another toll, and then a 
pause, again, and then a toll, and again a 
pause."— (pp. 117. 118.) 

It is impossible to contradict a gentleman 
who has been in the forests of Cayenne ; but 
we are determined, as soon as a campanero is 
brought to England, to make him toll in a pub- 
lic place, and have the distance measured. 
The toucan has an enormous bill, makes a 
noise like a puppy dog, and lays his eggs in 
hollow trees. How astonishing are the freaks 
and fancies of nature ! To what purpose, we 
say, is a bird placed in the woods of Cayenne, 
with a bill a yard long, making a noise like a 
puppy^ dog, and laying eggs in hollow trees f 
The toucans, to be sure, might retort, to what 
purpose were gentlemen in Bond street created ! 
To what purpose were certain foolish, prating 
members of Parliament created ? — pestering the 
House of Commons with their ignorance and 
folly, and impeding the business of the country! 
There is no end of such questions. So we will 
not enter into the metaphysics of the toucan. 
The houtou ranks high in beauty ; his whole 
body is green, his wings and tail blue; his 
crown is of black and blue; he makes no nest, 
but rears his young in t)ie sand. 

**The cassique, in size, is larger than the 
starling ; he courts the society of man, but dis- 
dains to live by his labours. When nature 
calls for support, he repairs to the neighbour- 
ing forest, and there partakes of the store of 
fruits and seeds, which she has produced in 
abundance for her atrial tribes. When his 
repast is over, he returns to man, and pays th« 
little tribute which he owes him for his protec- 
tion ; he takes his station on a tree close to his 
house; and there, for hours together, pours 
forth a succession of imitative notes. His 
own song is sweet, but. very short. If a toucan 
be yelping in the neighbourhood, he drops it, 
and imitates him. Then he will amuse bis 
protector with the cries of the different species 
of the woodpecker ; and when the sheep bleat, 
he will distinctly answer them. Then comes 
his own song again, and if a puppy dog or a 
guinea fowl interrupt him, he takes them off* 
admirably, and by his difi*erent gestures daring 
the time, you would conclude that he enjoys 
the sport 

''The cassique is gregarious, and imitates 
any sound he hears with such exactness that 
he goes by no other name than that of mock* 
ing-bird amongst the colonists." — (pp. 127, 
128.) 

There is no end to the extraordinary noises 
of the forest of Cayenne. The woodpecker, in 
striking against the tree with his bill, makes a 
sound so loud, that Mr. Waterton says it re- 
minds you more of a wood-cutter than a bird. 
While lying in your hammock, yon bear the 



WOKKS OP THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



' goatsucker lamenting like one in deep distress 
— a stranger would take it for a Weir murdered 
by Thnrtell. 

*• Suppose yourself in hopeless sorrow, begin 
with a high load note, and pronounce, * ha, ha^ 
. ha, ha, ha, ha, ha,' each note lower and lower^ 
till the last is scarcely heard, pausing a mo- 
ment or two betwixt every note, and you will 
hare some idea of the moaning of the largest 
goatsucker in Demerara." — (p. 141.) 

One species of the goatsucker cries, ** Who 
•re you 1 who are you 1" Another exclaims, 
■ Work away, work away." A third, ""Willy 
come go, Willy come go." A fourth, " Whip 
poor Will, whip poor Will." It is very flatter- 
ing to us that they should all speak Englith/ — 
tliough we cannot much commend the elegance 
tf their selections. The Indians never destroy 
these birds, believing them to be the servants 
of Jumbo, the African devil. 

Great travellers are very fond of triumphing 
orer civilized life ; and Mr. Waterton does not 
omit the opportunity of remarking, that nobody 
erer stopt him in the forests of Cayenne to ask 
him for his license, or to inquire if he bad an 
hundred a year, or to take away his gun, or to 
dispute the limits of a manor, or to threaten 
him with a tropical justice of the peace. We 
hope, however, that in this point we are on the 
eve of improvement. Mr. Peel, who is a man 
of high character and principles, may depend 
upon it that the time is come for his interfer- 
ence, and that it will be a loss of reputation to 
him not to interfere. If any one else can and 
will carry an alteration through Parliament, 
there is no occasion that the hand of govern- 
ment should appear; but some hand rmut ap- 
pear. The common people are becoming fero- 
cious, and the perdricide criminals are more 
Bnmerous than the violators of all the branches 
of the Decalogue. 

"The king of the vultures is very handsome* 
wad seems to be the only bird which claims 
regal honours from a surrounding tribe. It is 
a lact beyond all dispute, that when the scent 
of carrion has drawn together hundreds of the 
common vultures, they all retire from the car- 
cass as soon as the king of the vultures makes 
his appearance. When his majesty has satis- 
fied the cravings of his royal stomach with the 
choicest bits from the most stinking and cor- 
rupted parts, he generally retires to a neigh- 
. hooring tree, and then the common vultures 
return in crowds to gobble down his leavings. 
The Indians, as well as the whites, have ob- 
aerved this ; for when one of them, who has 
learned a little English, sees the king, and 
wishes you to have a proper notion of the bird, 
he says, * There is the governor of the carrion 
crows.' 

"Now, the Indians have never heard of a 
personage in Demerara higher than that of go- 
vernor; and the colonists, through a common 
mistake, call the vultures carrion crows. 
Hence the Indian, in order to express the do- 
minion of this bird over the common vultures, 
tens you he is governor of the carrion crows. 
The Spaniards have also observed it, for, 
through all the Spanish Main, he is called Rey 
de Zamuros, king of the vultures."— (p. 146.) 



Thi9, we think, explains satisfactorily th« 
origin of kingly government. As men have 
"learnt from the dog the physic of the field," 
they may probably have learnt from the vulture 
those high lessons of policy upon which, in 
Eijrope, we suppose the whole happiness of 
society, and the very existence of the human 
race, to depend. 

Just before his third journey, Mr. Waterton 
takes leave of Sir Joseph Banks, and speaks 
of him with affectionate regret. " I saw," (says 
Mr. W.) "with sorrow, that death was going to 
rob us of him. We talked of stuffing quad- 
rupeds ; I agreed that the lips and nose ought 
to be cut off, and stuffed with wax." This is 
the way great naturalists take an eternal fare* 
well of each other! Upon stuffing animals, 
however, we have a word to say. Mr. Water- 
ton has placed at the head of his book the pic- 
ture of what he is pleased to consider a nonde- 
script species of monkey. In this exhibition 
our author is surely abusing his stuffing talents, 
and laughing at the public. It is clearly the 
head of a master in chancery — whom we have 
oAen seen backing in the House of Commons 
after he has delivered his message. It is fool* 
ish thus to trifle with science aud natural his- 
tory. Mr. Waterton gives an interesting ac- 
count of the sloth, an animal of which he 
appears to be fond, and whose habits he has 
studied with peculiar attention. 

" Some years ago I kept a sloth in my room 
for several months. I often took him out of 
the house and placed him upon the ground, in 
order to have an opportunity of observing his 
motions. If the ground were rough, he would 
pull himself forwards, by means of his fore 
legs, at a pretty good pace ; and he invariably 
shaped his course towards the nearest tree. 
But if I put him upon a smooth and well-trod- 
den part of the road, he appeared to be in 
trouble and distress : his favourite abode was 
the back of a chair; and after getting all his 
tegs m a line upon the topmost part of it, he 
would hang there for hours together, and often, 
with a low and inward cry, would seem to in- 
vite me to take notice of him." — (p. 164.) 

The sloth, in its wild state, spends its life in 
trees, and never leaves them but from force or 
accident The eagle to the sky, the mole to 
the ground, the sloth to the tree; but what is 
most extraordinary, he lives not upon the 
branches, but under them. He moves sus- 
pended, rests suspended, sleeps suspended, and 
passes his life in suspense — like a young 
clergyman distantly related to a bishop. Strings 
of ants may be observed, says our good travel- 
ler, a mile long, each carrying in its mouth a 
green leaf the size of a sixpence ! he does not 
say whether this is a loyal procession, like 
Oak-apple Day, or for what purpose these 
leaves are carried ; but it appears, while they 
are carrying the leaves, that three sorts of ant- 
bears are busy in eating them. The habits of 
the largest of these three animals are curioost 
and to us new. We recommend tne account 
to the attention of the reader. 

He is chiefly found in jthe inmost recesses 
of the forest, and seems partial to the low and 
iwampy ^atta ntw ^i^€to^ -^Xs^x^ '^^ "^vs^v^ 
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tree grows.. There he goes up and down in 
quest of ant$» of which Uiere is never the least 
scarciijr; so that he soon obtains a snlBcieDc 
supply of food, with veiy little trouble. He 
cannot travel fast; man is superior to him in 
speed. Without swiAness to enable him to 
escape from his enemies, without teeth, the 
possession of which would assist him in self* 
defence, and without the power of harrowing 
in the ground, by which he might conceal him- 
self from his pursuers, he still is capable of 
ranging through these wilds in perfect safety ; 
Qor does he fear the fatal pressure of the ser- 
pent's fold, or the teeth of the famished iagnar. 
KiUure has formed his fore legs wonaerfully 
thick, and strong, and muscular, and armed 
his feet with three tremendous sharp and 
crooked claws. Whenever he seizes an ani- 
mal with these formidable weapons, he hugs 
it close to his body and keeps it there till it 
dies through pressure, or through want of food. 
Nor does the ant-bear, in the mean time, suffer 
much from loss of aliment, as it is a well- 
known fact, that he can go longer without food 
than perhaps any other animal, except the land 
tortoise. His skin is of a texture that perfectly 
resists the bite of a dog ; his hinder parts are 
protected by thick and shaggy hair, while his 
immense tail is large enough to cover hi.'^ 
whole body. 

" The Indians have a great dread of coming 
in contact with the ant-bear; and, after dis- 
abling him in the chase, never think of approach- 
ing him till he be quite dead.**— (pp 171, 172.) 

The vampire measures about 26 inches from 
wing to wing. There are two species, large 
and small. The large suck men, and the 
smaller, birds. Mr. W. saw some fowls which 
had been sucked the night before, and they 
were scarcely able to walk. 

'*8ome years ago I went to the river Pauma- 
ron with a Scotch gentleman, by name Tarbet. 
We hung our hammocks in the thatched loft 
of a planter's house. Next morning I heard 
this gentleman muttering in his hammock, and 
now and then letting fall an imprecation or 
two, jus' about the time he ought to have been 
saying his morning prayers. 'What is the 
matter, sir?' said I, softly ; *is any thing amiss?' 
— • What's the matter V answered he, surlily ; 
* why, the vampires have been sucking me to 
death.' As soon as there was light enough, I 
went to his hammock, and saw it much stained 
with b'ood. * There,' said he, thrusting his 
foot out of the hammock, * see how these in- 
fernal imps have been drawing my life's blood.' 
On examining his foot, I found the vampire 
had tapped his great toe : there was a wound 
somewhat less &an that made by a leech; the 
blood was stiil oozing from it ; J conjectured 
he might have lost from ten to twelve ounces 
of blood. Whilst examining it, I think I put 
him into a worse humour, by remarking, that 
an European surgeon would not have been so 
generous as to have blooded him without mak- 
ing a charge. He looked up in my face, but 
did not say a word : I saw he was of opinion 
that I had belter have spared this piece of ill- 
limed levity."— (pp. 176, 177.) 

Ilie ftoxy yrhii^ foUowa this account is 



vulgar, unworthy of Mr. Waterton, and shoi^d 
have been omitted. 

Bvery animal has its enemies. The la^d 
tortoise has two enemies, man, and the bo»- 
constrictor. The natural defence of the ton* 
lolse is to draw himself up in his shell, and tc^ 
remain quiet In this state, the tiger, how- 
ever famished, can do nothing with him, for 
the shell is too strong for the stroke of his paw* 
Man, however, takes him home and roasts 
him — and the boa-constrictor swallows him 
whole, shell and all, and consumes him slowly 
in the interior, as the Court of Chancery dots 
a great estate. 

The danger seems to be much less with 
snakes and wild beasts, if you conduct your- 
self like a gentleman, and are not abruptly in- 
trusive. If you wiil pass on gently, yun may 
walk unhurt within a yard of the Labairi 
snake, who would put you to death if yoa 
rushed upon him. The taguan knocks you 
down with a blow of his paw, if suddenly in- 
terrupted, but will run away, if you will giTO 
him time to do so. In short, most animals 
look upon man as a very ugly customer; and, 
unless sorely pressed for food, or from fear 
f^f their own safety, are not fond of attacking 
him. Mr. Waterton, though much given to sen* 
timent, made a Labairi snake bite itself, but no 
bad consequences ensued — nor would any had 
consequences ensue, if a court-martial were 
to order a sinful soldier to give himself a 
thousand lashes. It is barely possible tnat 
the snake had some faint idea of whom and 
what he was biting. 

Insects are the curse of tropical climates. 
The b^te rouge lays the foundation of a tre- 
mendous ulcer. In a moment you are covered 
with ticks. Chigoes bury themselves in your 
flesh, and hatch a colony of young chigoes ia 
a few hours. They will not live together, but 
every chigoe sets up a separate ulcer, and has 
his own private portion of pus. Flies gel en- 
try into your mouth, into your eyes, into your 
none; you eat flies, drink flies, and breathe 
flies. Lizards, cockroaches, and snakes, get 
intd the bed; ants eat up the books; scoi^ 
pi OTIS sting you on the foot. Every tiding 
bites. Stings, or bruises; every second of your 
existence you are wounded by some piece of 
animal life that nobody has ever seen befose, 
except Swammerdam and Meriam. An insect 
with eleven legs is swimming in your teacoB* 
a nondescript with nine wings is struggling m 
the small beer, or a caterpillar with seveiid 
dozen eyes in his belly is hastening over the 
bread and butter! All nature is alive, aqd 
seems to be gathering all her entomologicai 
hosts to eat you up, as you are standing, o|it 
of your coat, waistcoat, and breeches. 8q^ 
are the tropics. All this reconciles us to oor 
dews, fogs, vapour, and drizzle— to our apo- 
ihecaries rushing about with gargles and 
tinctures — to our old, British, constitution^ 
coughs, sore throats, and swelled feces. 

We come now to the counterpart pf ^ 
George and Jhe Dragon. Every one kaetflB 
that the large snake of tropical climates 
throws himself upon his prey, twists the foids 
of his body round the victim, presses him .|o 
death, and then eats him. Mr. Waterton w^ted 
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a large anake for tbe sake of hia skin ; and 
it oecmred to him that the success of this sort 
of eomtet depended upon who began first, and 
thai if be could contrive to fling himself npon 
the snake, he was just as likely to send the 
snake to the British Museum, as the snake, if 
- ..allowed the advantage of prior occupation, 
was to eat him up. The opportunities which 
Yorkshire squires have of combating with the 
boa constrictor are so few, that Mr. Waterton 
most be allowed to tell his own story in his 
own manner. 

" We went slowly on in silence,* without 
moving our arms or heads, in order to pre- 
vent all alarm as much as possible, lest the 
snake should glide off, or attack us in self- 
defence. I carried the lance perpendicularly 
bdbre me, with the point about a foot from 
the ground. The snake had not moved ; and 
on getting up to him, I struck him with the 
lance on the near side, just behind the neck, 
and pinned him to the ground. That moment 
flie negro next to me seized the lance and held 
it firm in its place, while I dashed head fore- 
most into the den to grapple with the snake, 
and to get hold of his tail before he could do 
any mischief. 

«On pinning him to the ground with the 
lance, he gave a tremendous loud hiss, and 
the little dog ran away, howling as he went. 
We had a sharp fray in the den, the rotten 
sticks fljring on all sides, and each party 
struggling for superiority. I called out to the 
second negro to throw himself upon me, as I 
fband I was not heavy enough. He did so, 
and the additional weight was of great service. 
I bad now got firm hold of his tail ; and after 
a violent struggle or two, he gave in, finding 
himself overpowered. This was the moment 
to secure him. So, while the first negro con- 
tinued to hold the lance firm to the ground, 
and the other was helping me, I contrived to 
unloose my braces, and with them tied up the 
saake's mouth. 

"The snake, now finding himself in an un-( 
pleasant situation, tried to better himself, and set 
resolutely to work, but we overpowered him. 
We contrived to make him twist himself round 
the shaft of the lance, and then prepared to 
convey him out of the forest I stooid at his 
bead, and held it firm under my arm ; one ne- 
gro supported the belly, and the other the tail. 
ui this order we began to move slowly towards 
borne, and reached it aAer resting ten times : 
for the snake was too heavy for us to support 
Um without stopping to recruit our strength. 
As we proceeded onwards with him, he fought 
bard for freedom, but it was all in vain." — 
(to. t0%^%04.) 

One of these combats we should have 
tfiODgbt suflicient for glory, and for the inte- 
rest of the British Museum. But Hercules 
killed two snakes, and Mr. Waterton would 
not be content with less. 

•There was a path where timber had for- 
merly been dragged along. Here I observed 
a young coulacanara, ten feet long, slowly 
moving onwards; I saw he was not thick 
enough to break my arm, in case he got twist- 
ed round it There was not a moment to be 
bst I laid hold of his tail with the left band, 
S9 



one knee being on the ground; with the ri^t 
I took ofiT my hat, and held it as you would 
hold a shield for defence. 

** The snake instantly turned, and came on 
at me, with his head about a yard firom the 
ground, as if to ask me what business I had 
to take liberties with his tail. I let him come, 
hissing and open-mouthed, within two feet of 
my face, and then, with all the force I was 
master of, I drove my fist, shielded by my hat, 
full in his jaws. He was stunned and con- 
founded by the blow, and ere he could recover 
himself, I had seized his throat witii both 
hands, in such a position that he could no€ 
bite me ; I then allowed him to coil himself 
round my body, and marched off with him as 
my lawful prize. He pressed me hard, but noC 
alarmingly so." — (pp. 206, 207.) 

When the body oi the large snake began to 
smell, the vultures immediately arrived. The 
king of the vultures first gorged himself, and 
then retired to a large tree, while his subjects 
consumed the remainder. It does not appear 
that there was any favouritism. When the 
king was fall, all the mob vultures ate alike; 
neither could Mr. Waterton perceive that there 
was any division into Catholic and Protestant 
vultures, or that the majority of the flock 
thought it essentially vulturish to exclude one- 
third of their numbers from the blood and en- 
trails. The vulture, it is remarkable, never 
eats live animals. He seems to abhor every 
thing which has not the relish of putrescence 
and flavour of death. The followinp^ is a cha- 
racteristic specimen of the little inconveni- 
ences to which travellers are liable, who sleep 
on the feather beds of the forest To see a rat 
in a room in Europe insures a night of horror. 
Every thing Is by comparison. 

** About midnight, as I was lymg awake, and 
in great pain, I heard the Indian say, ' Massa, 
massa, you no hear tiger V I listened atten- 
tively, and heard the softly sounding tread of 
his feet as he approached us. The moon had 
gone down ; but every now and then we could 
get a glance of him by the light of our fire; he 
was the jaguar, for I could see the spots on 
his body. Had I wished to have fired at him, 
I was not able to take a sure aim, for I was in 
such pain that I could not turn myself in my 
hammock. The Indian would have fired, but 
I would not allow him to do so, as I wanted to 
see a little more of our new visitor ; for it is 
not every day or night that the traveller is 
favoured with an undisturbed sight of the 
jaguar in his own forests. 

"Whenever the fire got low, the laguar 
came a little nearer, and when the Indian re- 
newed it, he retired abruptly; sometimes he 
would come within twenty yards, and then we. 
had a view of him, sitting on his hiud legs 
like a dog; sometimes he moved slowly to 
and fro, and at other times we could hear hinr 
mend his pace, as if impatient At last the 
Indian, not relishing the idea of having such 
company in the neighbourhood, could contoia' 
himself no longer, and set up a most tremen- 
dous yell. The jaguar bounded off like a 1 ace* 
horse, and returned no more; it appeared by 
the print of his feet next morning Oiat he was 
a fb&'growtt jaguar."— (pp. 2it, f 18.> 
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We hare seen Mr. Waterton fling himself 
upon a snake; we shall now mount him upon 
a crocodile, undertaking that this shall be the 
last of his feats exhibited to the reader. He 
had baited for a cajrman or crocodile, the hook 
was swallowed, and the object was to pull the 
animal up and to secure him. " If you pull 
him up," say the Indians, ** as soon as he sees 
you on the brink of the river, he will run at 
you and destroy you." "Never mind," says 
our traveller, " puU away, and leave the rest 
to me." And accordingly he places himself 
upon the shore with the mast of the canoe in 
his hand, ready to force it down the throat of the 
crocodile as soon as he makes his appearance. 

" By the time the ca3rman was within two 
yards of me, I saw he was in a state of fear 
and perturbation; I instantly dropped the 
mast, sprung up, and jumped on his back, turn- 
ing half round as I vaulted, so that I gained 
my seat with my face in a right position. I 
immediately seized his fore legs, and, by main 
force, twisted them on his back; thus they 
served me for a bridle. 

"He now seemed to have recovered from 
his surprise, and probably fancying himself in 
hostile company, he began to plunge furiously, 
and lashed the sand with his long and power- 
ftil tail. I was out of reach of the strokes of 
it, by being near his head. He continued to 
lounge and strike, and make my seat very un- 
comfortable. It must have been a fine sight 
for an unoccupied spectator. 

« The people roared out in triumph, and were 
80 vociferous, that it was some time before they 
heard me tell them to pull me and my beast of 
burden farther in land. I was apprehensive the 
rope might break, and then there would have 
biin every chance of going down to the regions 
under water with the cayman. That would 
have been more perilous than Arion's marine 
morning ride : — 

* Delphini iuideiu, Tada ccrula solcat Arion.' 

"The people now dragged us above forty 
yards on the sand ; it was the first and last 
time I was ever on a cayman's back. Should 
it be asked how I managed to keep my seat, I 
would answei^-I hunted some years with Lord 
Darlington's fox hounds.'*— (pp. 231, 282.) 

The Yorkshire gentlemen have long been 
fiunous for their equestrian skill ; but Mr. Wa^ 
terton is the first among them of whom it 
could be said, that he has a fine hand upon a 
crocodile. This accursed animal, so ndden 
bjr Mr. Waterton, is the scourge and terror of 
all the large rivers in South America near the 
line. Their boldness is such, that a cayman 
has sometimes come out of the Oroonoque, at 
Angustura, near the public walks where the 
people were assembled, seized a full-grown 
man, as big as Sir William Curtis after din- 
ner, and hurried him into the bed of the river 
for his food. The governor of Angustura 
witnessed this circtmistance himself. 

Our Eboracic traveller had now been nearly 
eleven months in the desert, and not in vain. 
Shall we express our doubts, or shall we eon- 
ndently state at once the immense wealth he 
had acquired!— a prodigious variety of .in- 
seeia^ two btmdred and thirty birds, ten land- 
tcnottes. Are MnuMdiUas, two large serpentSy 



a sloth, an ant-bear, and a cayman. At Lirer- 
pool, the custom-house officers, men ignorant 
of Linneus, got hold of his collection, detained 
it six weeks, and, in spite of remonstrances te 
the treasury! he was forced to pay very high 
duties. This is really perfectly absurd ; that 
a man of science cannot bring a pickled ar* 
madillo, for a collection of natural histoiy^ 
without pa3ring a tax for it This surely must 
have happened in the dark davs of Nicolas. . 
We cannot doubt but that such paltiy exac-! 
tions have been swept away, by the manly 
and liberal policy of Robinson and Huskisson. ' 
That a great people should compel an indivi- 
dual to make them a pajrment before he can 
be permitted to land a stufied snake upon their 
shores, is, of all the paltry custom-house rob- 
beries we ever heard of, the most mean and 
contemptible — but Major rerum ordo fUucUur, 

The fourth journey of Mr. Waterton is to 
the United States. It is pleasantly written; 
but our author does not appear as much at 
home among men as among beasts. Shooting, 
stuffing, and pursuing are his occupations. 
He is lost in places where there are no bushes, 
snakes, nor Indians— but he is full of good and 
amiable feeling wherever he goes. We can- 
not avoid introducing the following passage: — 
** The steamboat from Quebec to Montreal 
had above five hundred Irish emigrants on 
board. They were going * they hardly knew 
whither,' far away from dear Ireland. It made 
one's heart ache to see them all huddled to- 
gether, without any expectation of ever revi^>il-. 
ing their native soil. We feared that the sor- 
row of leaving home for ever, the miserable 
accommodations on board the ship which had 
brou^t them away, and the tossing of the 
angry ocean, in a long and dreary voyage, 
would have rendered them callous to good be- 
haviour. But it was quite otherwise. They 
conducted themselves with great propriety. 
Every American on board seemed to feel for 
them. And then * they were so full of wretch* 
edness. Need and oppression stared within 
their eyes. Upon their backs hung ragged 
misery. The world was not their friend.* 
'Poor, dear Ireland,' exclaimed an aged fe- 
male, as I was talking to her, ' I shall never 
see it any more !* " — (pp. 259, 260.) 

And thus it is in every region of the earth! 
There is no country where an Englishman can 
set his foot, that he does not meet these mise». 
rable victims of English cruelty and oppTe»- 
sion — ^banished from their country by the stu- 
pidity, bigotry, and meanness of the Engliish 
people, who trample on their liberty and con- 
science, because each man is afraid, in an- 
other reign, of being out of favour, and lo;sing| 
his share in the spoU. 

We are always glad to see America praised 
(slavery excepted^. And yet there is stilly we 
fear, a party in this coimtry, who are glad to.. 
pay their court to the timid and the feeDle» Iqf 
sneering at this great spectacle of human h|)^ 
piness. We never thmk of it without co^ 
sidering it as a great lesson to the people ^\ 
England, to look into their own afflun» te 
watoh and to suspect their rulers, and not te 
be defrauded of happiness and money by poaU 
pons naxaet^ ansi CafM pretences. 
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"Our western brodier ii in poMession of a 
emmtij replete with every thing that can con- 
tribfOle to the happiness and comfort of man- 
kfiokd. His code of laws, imrified by experi- 
eb€6 and common sense, has fully answered 
Hie expectations of the public By acting np 
to the tnte spirit of this code, he has reaped 
ioimease advantages from it His advance- 
mealy as a nation, has been rapid beyond all 
calculation; and, young as he is, it may be 
remarked, without any impropriety, that be is 
BOW actually reading a sadutary lesson to the 
rest at the civilized world." — (p. 273.) 

Now, what shall we say, after all, of Mr. 
Waterton 1 That he has spent a great part of 
his life in wandering in the wild scenes he de- 
acribea, and that he describes them with enter- 
taining zeal and real feeling. His stories draw 
laijely sometimes on our faith; but a man 



who lives in tiie woods of Ca]renne mnst do 
many odd tl^^^s, and see many odd things-* 
things nuei^ unknown to the dwellers in 
Hackney and Highgate. We do not want to 
rein up Kb. Waterton too tightly— because we 
are cooMced he goes best with his head free. 
But a little less of apostrophe, and some faint 
suspicion of his own powers of humour, 
would impr^f^this gentleman's stvle. As it 
is, he has a considerable talent at describing. 
He abounds with good feeling; and has writ> 
ten a very entertaining book, which hurriea 
the reader out of his European parlour, into 
the heart of tropical forests, and gives, over 
the rules and the cultivation of the civib'zed 
parts of the earth, a momentary superiority to 
the freedom of the savage, and the wild beau- 
ties of nature. We honestly recommend tha 
book to our readers : it is weU worth the pemsaL 



MAN TRAPS AND SPRING GUNS.* 

(Edinburoh Rbvuw, 1821.] 



Most of our readers will remember, that we 
very lately published an article upon the use 
of steel traps and spring g^ns ; and, in the 
course of d^cussion, had occasion to animad- 
vert upon the report of Mr. Justice Best's 
judgment, in the case of Ilott and Wilkes, as 
reported in Cheiwynd'a Edition of Bum* 8 Jus- 
Het^ pnblished in the spring of the present year. 
In die Morning Chronicle, of the 4th of June, 
I8S1, Mr. Justice Best is reported to have made 
the following observations in the King's 
Bench: — 

,^ Mr. Justice Best said, Mr. Chetwynd's book 
having been mentioned by my learned brother 
Bayley, I must take this opportunity, not with- 
out some pain, of adverting to what I am re- 
ported, in his work, to have said in the case 
oTDott V. Wilkes, and of correcting a most 
gross misrepresentation. I am reported to 
have concurred with the other judges, and to 
have delivered my judgment at considerable 
length, and then to have said, * This case has 
been discussed at the bar, as if these engines 
were exclusively resorted to for the protection 
of game; but I consider them as lawfully ap- 
plicable to the protection of every species of 
p r v pe ity against unlawful trespassers.' This 
IS not what I stated ; but the part which I wish 
nibre particularly to deny, as ever having said, 
0^ even conceived, is this — ^But if even they 
might not lawfully be used for the protection 
of jpme, I, for one, should be extremely glad 
to fidcmt sQch means, if they were found suffi- 
elfqirt for that purpose.' I confess I am sur- 
pifiaed that this learned person should sup- 
pbie* from the note of any one, that any per- 
■dfll who ever sat in a court of justice as a 
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judge could talk such wicked nonsense as I 
am made to talk ; and I am surprised that he 
should venture to give the authority he does 
for what he has published ; for I find, that the 
reference he gives in the appendix to his book 
is 3 Bam. and Aid. 304, where there is a cor- 
rect report of that case, and where it will be 
found that every word uttered by me is directly 
contrary to what I am supposed, by Mr. Che^ 
wynd's statement of the case, to have said. 1 
don^ trouble the court with reading the whole 
of what I did say on that occasion, but I will 
just say that I said — * My brother Bayley has 
illustrated this case by the question which he 
asked, namely, Can you indict a man for putp 
ting spring guns in his enclosed field T I think 
the {Question put by Lord Chief Justice Oibbs, 
in the case of Dean v. Clayton, in the Com- 
mon Pleas, a still better illustration, viz. Can 
you justify entering into enclosed lands to take 
away guns so sett If both these questions 
must be answered in the negative, it cannot be 
unlawful to set spring guns in an enclosed 
field, at a distance from any road, giving such 
notice that they are set as to render it in the 
highest degree probable that all persons in the 
neighbourhood must know that they are so set. 
Humanity requires that the fullest notice pos» 
sible should be given ; and the law of EnMnd 
will not sanction what is inconsistent wiu hv* 
manity.' A popular work has quoted this re- 
port from Mr. Chetwynd's work, but has omit* 
ted this important fine (which omission re* 
minds one oi the progress of a thing, the name 
of which one does not choose to mention), 
' that I had concurred in what had fallen from 
the other judges ; and omitting that line, they 
state, that one had said, * It is my o^ion, that 
with notice, or without notice, this might be 
done.' Now, concurring with the ^her judger, 
it is impossible I shonld «Vf \b»X. ^ Sa tv^^ 
thai tBa% iSbff^ \m corK&xs^voiiQX^dKSixX «ecw«^ 
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tabt anj angrjr ibtlihg, for too much time baa 
elapsed since then for any aoger to remain on 
n^ mind; ^at all I claim, with respect to the 
oiwenrations made in that work, severe as they 
ere (aad I, for one, feel that I should deserve 
no mercy if I should ever entertain sudi doc- 
trines), is, that I may not be misrepresented. 
It is not necessary for me, in this place, to say, 
that no man entertains more horror of the doc- 
trine than I am supposed to have laid down than 
I do, that the life of man is to be treated lightly 
and indiflerently, in comparison with the pre- 
servation of game, and the amusement of sport- 
ing; that the laws of humanity are to be vio- 
lated for the sat:e merely of preserving the 
amusement of game. I am sure no man can 
Justly impute to me such wicked doctrines. 
It is unnecessary for me to say, that I enter- 
tain no such sentiments ; and therefore I hope 
I shall be excused, not on account of my own 
feelings, but as far as the public are interested 
in the character of a judge, in saying, that no 
person should blame a judge for what has been 
unjustly put into his mou&." 

His lordship's speech is reported in the New 
Times of the same date, as follows :•— 

"Mr. Justice Best said, *My brother Bayley 
has quoted Mr. Chetwynd's edition of Burn : I 
am surprised that the learned author of that 
^ork should have made me talk such mis- 
chievous nonsense, as he has given to the 
public, in arcn^rt of my judgment, in the case 
of nott and Wilkes. I am still more surprised, 
that he should have suffered this judgment to 
remain uncorrected, after he had seen a true 
report of the case in Bamewall and Alderson, 
to which report he has referred in his appen- 
dix.' Mr. Chetwynd's report has the follow- 
ing passage :—< Mr. Justice Best concurrid 
with the other judges.' His lordship cun 
eluded as follows : — * This case has been dis- 
cussed at the bar, as if these inquiries were 
exclusively resorted to for the protection of 
game; but I considered them as lawfully ap- 
plieable to the protection of every species of 
property against unlawful trespassers. But 
f/ eoen ihey mtghi noi lawfully be wed for the 
pr^ieeHon ofgame^ I for one should be extremely 
gfad to adopt such meaaures, if they toere found 
§mfSdentfor that purpose' 

"A popular periodical work contains the 
passage just cited, with the omission of the 
words • concurred with the other judges.' Of 
this omission I have reason to complain, be- 
cause, if it had been inserted, the writer of the 
article could not have said, *It follows, that a 
man maj put his fellow-creatures to death for 
any inftingement of his property, for picking 
the sloes and blackberries off his hedges ; for 
breaking a few dead sticks out of them by 
night or b]^ day, with renatance or without r»- 
•tftenee, vrith weemmg ot without warning/ 
The judges wiA whom Mr. Chetwynd makes 
me concur in opinion^ all gave their judgment 
ott the ground of due notice being given. I 
do not complain of the other observations c<mi- 
talned in this work; they would have been 
deserved by me had I ever uttered such an 
opinion as the report of Mr. Chetwynd has 
r4ated me to have delivered. The whole of 
arhat I said will be found to be utterly incoiip 



sistent with the statement, by thoa^ who will 
read the case in 'Bamewall and Alderson.' i 
will only trouble the court with the paae^ 
which will be found in the report of my juc&« 
ment, in ' 3 Bamewall and Alderson, 819 :* 'It 
cannot be unlawful to set spring guns ia an 
enclosed field, at a distance from any road» 
giving such notice that they are set, as to ren* 
der it in the highest degree probable that all 
persons in the neighbourhood must know that 
they are so set. Humanity required that the 
fullest notice possible should be given ; and the 
law of England will not sanction what is iu« 
consistent with humanity.' I have taken the 
first opportunity of saying this, because I thinh 
it of importance to the public that such a mis* 
representation of the opinion of one of the 
judges should not be circulated wiUiout some 
notice." 

We subjoin the report of Messrs. Bamewall 
and Alderson, here alluded to, and allowed by 
Mr. Justice Best to be correct : — 

" Best, J. The act of the plaintiff could only 
occasion mere nominal damage to the wood of 
the defendant. The injury that the plaintiff's 
trespass has brought upon himself is extremely 
severe. In such a case, one cannot, without 
pain, decide against the action. But we must 
not allow our feelings to induce us to lose 
sight of the principles which are essential to 
the rights of property. The prevention of in- 
trusion upon property is one of these rights ; 
and every proprietor is allowed to use the force 
that is absolutely necessary to vindicate it. If 
he uses more force than is absolutely necessary, 
he renders himself responsible for all the con- 
sequences of the excess. Thus, if a man 
comes on my land, I cannot lay hands on him 
to remove him, until I have desired hmi to go 
off. If he will not depart on request, I cannot 
proceed immediately to beat him, but must en- 
deavour to push him off. If he is too powerful 
for me, I cannot use a dangerous weapon, but 
must first call in aid other assistance. I am 
speaking of out-door property, and of cases in 
which no felony is to be apprehended. It is 
evident, also, that this doctrine is only appli- 
cable to trespasses committed in the presence 
of the owner of the property trespassed on. 
When the owner and his servants are absent 
at the time of the trespass, it can only be re- 
pelled by the terror of spring guns, or other 
instruments of the same kind. There is, ia 
such cases, no possibility of proportioning thf 
resisting force to the obstinacy and violence 
of the trespasser, as the owner of the close 
may and is required to do where he is preseat 
There is no distinction between the mode of 
defence of one species of out-door property aad 
another (except in cases where the taking or 
breaking into the property amounts to feloay). 
If the owner of woods cannot set spring gims 
in his woods, the owner of an orchard^ or of a 
field with potatoes or tumipsy or any other 
crop usually the object of plunder, caimot set 
them in such field. How, then, are these kinds 
of property to be protected, at a distanee ficoa 
the residence of the owner, in the ni^t, and 
in the absence of his servants 1 It has h&m. 
said, that the law has provided remedies for 
any injuries to such things by aetion. Bat dM .' 



WORKS OF THE BS7. STIHfBT miTK. 



ip«8t be detected before he ean be 
flvbjected to an action; and the expense of 
contiBQal walehing-fbr this purpose wonld often 
eveeed the TaJue of the property to be protect- 
ed. If we look at the subject in this point of 
▼kw, we may find, amongst poor tenants, who 
•re prevented A-om pajring their rents by the 
ptanider of their crops, men who are more 
objeeti of our compassion than the wanton 
trespasier, who brings on himself the injury 
which he suffers. If an owner of a close can- 
BOt set spring guns, he cannot put glass bot- 
tles or spikes on the top of a wall, or even 
have a savage dog, to prevent persons from 
entering his yard. It has been said, in argu- 
ment, that you may see the glass bottles or 
spikes; and it is admitted, that if the exact 
spot where these gtms are set was pointed out 
to the trespasser, he could not maintain any 
action (or the injury he received from one of 
them« As to seeing the glass bottles or spikes, 
that must depend on the circumstance whether 
it be light or dark at the time of the trespass. 
But what difference does it make, whether the 
trespasser be told the gun is set in such a spot, 
or that there are guns in different parts of such 
a field, if he has no right to go on any part of 
that field 1 It is absurd to say you may set 
llie guns, provided you tell the trespasser ex- 
actly where they are set, because then* the set- 
ting them could answer no purpose. My bro- 
ther BayUy has illustrated this case, by the 
question which he asked, namely,, Can you 
Indict a man for putting spring guns in his 
enclosed field 1 I think the question put by 
Lord C« J. Gibbsj in the case of the Common 
Pleas, a still better illustration, viz. : Can you 
justify entering into enclosed lands, to take 
away guns so scti If both these questions 
must be answered in the negative, it cannot be 
unlawful to set spring guns .in an enclosed 
field, at a distance from any road, giving such 
notice that they are set as to render it in the 
highest degree probable that all persons in the 
neighbourhood must know that they are so set 
Humanity requires that the fullest notice pos- 
aible should be given : and the law of England 
will not sanction what is inconsistent with hu- 
manity. It has been said in argument, that it 
IM a principle of law, that you cannot do in- 
directly what you are not permitted to do di- 
rectly. This principle is not applicable to the 
case. You cannot shoot a man that comes on 
four land, because you may turn him off by 
means less hurtful to him ; and, therefore, if 
yon saw him walking in your field, and were 
to invite him to proceed on his walk, knowing 
that he must tread on a wire, and so shoot 
himself with a spring gun, you would be liable 
to all the consequences that would follow. 
The invitation to him to pursue his walk is 
4otng indirectly what, by drawing the trigger 
of a gun with your own hand, is done directly. 
Bat the case is just the reverse, if, instead of 
iDTitiDg him to walk on your land, you tell 
him to keep off, and warn him of what will 
fioUow if he does not It is also said, Aat it is 
a maxim of law, that you must so use your 
•wn property as not to injure another's. This 
maxim I admit; but I deny its applicatioii lo 
0w ease of a maa ^r^ comes to t r e spa s s oa 



my propengr. It applies only to eases where 
a man has only a transient property, such as 
in the air or water that passes over his land, 
and which he must not corrupt by nuisance; 
or where a man has a qualified property, as ua 
land near another's ancient windows, or ia 
land over which another has a right of way. 
In the first case, he must do nothing on his 
land to stop the light of the windows, or, in the 
second, to obstruct the way. This case has 
been argued, as if it appeared in it that the 
guns were set to preserve game ; but diat is 
not so : they were set to prevent trespasses on 
the lands of the defendant Without, however» 
saying in whom the property of game is vested* 
I say, that a man has a right to keep persons 
off his lands, in order to preserve the game. 
Much money is expended in the protection of 
game ; and it would be hard, if, in one nigh^ 
when the keepers are absent, a gang of poaeb* 
ers might destroy what has been kept si eo 
much cost If you do not allow men of landed 
estates to preserve their game, you will not 
prevail on them to reside in the country. Their 
poor neighbours will thus lose their protection 
and kind offices ; and the government Uie sup- 
port that it derives from an independent, en- 
lightened, and unpaid magistracy.^ 

As Mr. Justice Best denies that he did sajr 
what a very respectable and grave law publi- 
cation reported him to have said, and as Mr. 
Chetwynd and his reporter have made no 
attempt to vindicate their report, of course our 
observations cease to be applicable. There is 
certainly nothing in the term report of Mr. 
Justice Best's speech which calls for any de- 
gree of moral.criticism ; — nothing but what a 
respectable and temperate judge might fairly 
have uttered. Had such been the report cited 
in Bum, it never would have drawn from us 
one syllable of reprehension. 

We beg leave, however, to observe, that we 
have never said that it was Mr. Justice Best*s 
opinion, as reported in Chetwyn^ that a man 
might be put to death without iiatict, but with- 
out tDormngf by which we meant a very dif- 
ferent thing. If notice was given on boards^ 
that certain grounds were guarded by watch- 
men with fire-arms, the watchmen, feeling per- 
haps some little respect for human life, would 
probably call out to the man to staind and de- 
liver himself up :—f' Stop, or m shoot you V* 
" Stand, or you are a dead man f— or some 
such compunctious phrases as the law compels 
living machines to use. But the trap can give 
no such warning— «an present to the intruder 
no alternative of death or surrender. Now^ 
these different modes of action in the dead or 
the living guard, is what we alluded to in the 
words wiMoui warning. We meant to cha- 
racterize the ferocious, unrelenting nature of 
the means used^-and the words are perfectly 
correct and applicable, after all the printed 
noHees in the world. Notice is die communi- 
cation of some^ing about to happen, after some 
little interval of time. Wanung is the coai- 
manication of some imminent danger. Nobodf 
gives another notice that he will unmediately 
shoot him through die head— or warns hiss 
that he will be a dead man in less dian tiiirtjr 
years. This, and nol the disiBgeanoiis pw* 
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pose aseribed to vs by Mr. Justice Best, is the 
explanation of the offending words. We are 
thoroughly aware that Mr. Jnstice Best was an 
advocate for notice, and never had the most 
distant intention of representing his opinion 
otherwise : and we really must say, that (if the 
report had been correct) there never was a 
Judicial speech where there was so little ne- 
cessity for having recourse to the arts of mis- 
representation. We are convinced, however, 
that the report is not correct — and we are 
heartily glad it is not There is in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle an improper and offensive 
phrase, which (now we know Mr. Justice 
Best's style better) we shall attribute to the 
reporters, and pass over without further notice. 
It would seem, from the complaint of the 
learned judge, that we had omitted something 
in the middle of the quotation from Chetwynd ; 
whereas we have quoted every word of the 
speech as Chetwynd has given it, and only 
began our quotation after the preliminary ob- 
servations, because we had not the most dis- 
tant idea of denying that Mr. Justice Best con- 
sidered ample notice as necessary to the le- 
gality of these proceedings. 

There are passages in the Morning Chronicle 
already quoted, and in the term report, which 
we must take the liberty of putting in juxtapo- 
sition to each other. 



Mr. Ju$tk§ But 
in tk* Morning 
CkrwnkU tf tSt 

I(l«iioliiee«a«i- 
nr ibr me in this 
place to say, that 
ao man entertains 
more horror of the 
doctrine I am sup- 
posed to have laid 
down than I do, 
that the life of man 
is to l>e treated 
Hfhthr and indtf- 
lerently, in compa- 
rison with the pre- 
•erration of game 
and the amuse- 
Ment of sporting— 
tliat the laws of 
humanity are to be 
violated Ibr the 
■alee merely of pre- 
serving the amuse- 
nent of game. I 
am sure no man 
«an justly Impute 
to me such wicked 
doctrines ; it is un- 
■ecassary for me 
to say I enterUin 
BO such senti- 
mente. 

In Bamewall and 
Alderaon there is a 
eorrect report of 
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Mr. Jn9tie§ Best m fJU TVna itcperte, 
BnmewM nnd JSlderson. 

When the owner and his servants 
are absent at the time of the tres- 
pass, it can only be repelled by the 
terror of spring guns, or other In- 
struments of the same kind. There 
is, in such cases, no possibility of 
proportioning the resisting force to 
the obstinacy and violence of the 
trespasser,, as the owner of the 
close may, and is re<|ttired to do, 
when he is present.— SI7. 

Without saying in whom the pro- 
perty of game is vested, I say that 
a roan has a right to keep persons 
off his lands, in order to preserve 
the game. Muchmonev Is ezpesd- 
ed on the protection of game ; and 
it would be hard if, in one night, 
when tlie keeftr* mrt Mhtenl^ a gang 
of poachers might destroy what haa 
been kept at so much cost.— 330. 

If an owner of a close cannot set 
apring guns, he cannot put glass 
botUes or spikes on the top of a 
wall.— 318. 

If both these qnestlnns mnit be 
answered in the negative, it cannot 
be unlawAilto set spring guns in an 
enclosed field, at a distance fVom any 
road ; giving such notice that they 
are set, as to render it in the highest 
degree probable that all persons in 
the neighbourhood mast know they 
are so set. Humanity requires that 
fbe Aillest notice possible should be 
given ; and the law of England win 
not sanction what h inconsistent 
with hnmanUy.— iism«io«ilaiid.d|. 
310. 



There is, perhaps, some little inconsistency 
in these opposite extracts ; but we have not the 
smallest wish to insist upon it. We are tho- 
roughly and honestly convinced that Mr. Jus- 
tice Best's horror at the destruction of human 
life for the mere preservation of game is quite 
siacere. It is impossible, indeed, that any 
hvman beiag, of eonmon good nature, could 



entertain a different feeling upon the sobjecit 
when it is earnestly pressed upon him; and 
though, perhaps, there may be judges upon the 
bench more remarkable for imperturbable 
apathy, we never heard Mr. Jnstice Best ac- 
cused of ill-natare. In condescending to notice 
our observations, in destroying the credit of 
Cheiwynd's report, and in withdrawing t^e 
canopy of his name from the bad passions of 
coaniry gentlemen ; he has conferred a real 
favour upon the public. 

Mr. Justice Best, however, must excuse us 
for saying, that we are not in the slightest 
degree convinced by his reasoning. We shall 
suppose a fifth judge to have delivered his 
opinion in the case of Ihti agaimt Wiikn, and 
to have expressed himself in the following 
manner. But we must caution Mr. Chetwynd 
against introducing this dUh judge in his next 
edition of Burn's Justice ; and we assure him 
that he is only an imaginary personage. 

** My Brother Best justly observes, that pre- 
vention of intrusion upon private piopeity is a 
right which every proprietor may act upon, 
and use force to vindicate — ^ihe force absolutely 
necessary for such vindication. If any man 
intmde upon another's lanc^, the proprietor 
must first desire him to go off, then lay hands 
upon the intruder, then push him off; and if 
that will not do, call in aid or other assistance, 
before he uses a dangerous weapon. If the 
proprietor uses more force than is absolutely 
necessary, he renders himself responsible for 
all the consequences of the excess. In this 
doctrine I cordially concur; and admire (I and 
sure, with him) the sacred regard which our 
law everywhere exhibits for the life and safety 
of man — its tardiness and reluctance to pro- 
ceed to extreme violence; but my learned 
brother then observes as folloi*^: — ^ It is evi- 
dent, also, that this doctrine is only applicable 
to trespasses committed in the presence of the 
owner of the property trespassed upon. When 
the owner aad his servants are absent at the 
time of the trespass, it can only be repelled by 
the terror of spring guns, or other instruments 
of the same kind.' If Mr. Justice Best means, 
by the terror of the ipring guns, the mere alarm 
that the notice exciles~or the powder without 
the bullets— noise without danger — it is not 
worth while to raise an argument upon the 
point; for, absent or present, notice or no no- 
tice, such means mast always be lawful. But 
if my brother Best means that in the absence 
of the proprietor, the intruder may be killed-by 
such instruments, after notice, this is a doctrine 
to which I never can assent; because it rests 
the life and security of the trespasser upon the 
accident of the proprietor's presence. In that 
presence there must be a most cautious and 
nicely graduated scale of admonition and harm- 
less compulsion ; the feelings and safety of the 
intruder are to be studiously consulted ; but if 
business or pleasure call the proprietor awsy, 
the intruder may be instantly shot dead by Aa- 
chinery. Such a state of law, I must be per- 
mitted to say, is too incongruous for this or any 
other country. 

" If the altemalive is the presence of Ae 
owner and his servants or such dreadfbl soa- 
sequences as these, why are the owner or 
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Mtiarraiits allowed to be alwentt Iftheulti- 
nate object in preveatlng sach intrusions is 
pleasiire in sporting, it is better that pleasure 
ilMiiild be rendered more expensive, than that 
the life of man should be rendered so preca- 
rionB. Bat whj is it impossible to proportion 
the resisting force to the obstinacy of the tres- 
pasaer in the absence of the proprietor t Why 
woKf not an intruder be let gently down into 
. ftre feet of liquid mud ! — why not caught in a 
box which shall detain him till the next morn- 
ing 1— why not held in a toothless trap till the 
proprietor arrives? — such traps as are sold in 
ftU Uie iron shops in this city 1 We are bound, 
according to my brother Best, to inquire if 
these means have been previously resorted to ; 
Ibr upon his own principle, greater violence 
must not be used, where less will suffice fur the 
removal of the intruder. 

«* There are crops, I admit, of essential im- 
portance to agricalture, which will not bear 
the expense of eternal vigilance; and if there 
are districts where such crops are exposed to 
SQch serious and disheartening depredation, 
that may be a good reason for additional seve- 
rity; but then it must be the severity of the 
legislator, and not of the proprietor. If the le- 
gislature enacts fine and imprisonment as the 
punishment for stealing turnips, it is not to be 
endured that the proprietor should award to 
this crime the punishment of death. If the 
fault is not su/ficiently prevented by the punish- 
ments already in existence, he must wait till 
the frequency and flagrancy of the offence 
attract the notice, and stimulate the penalties 
of those who make laws. He must not make 
laws (and those very bloody laws) for himself. 
" I do not say that the setter of the trap or 
gun allures the trespasser into it; but I say 
that the punishment he intends for the man 
who trespasses after notice, is death. He 
covers his spring gun with furze, and gives it 
the most natural appearance he can ; and in 
that gun he places the slugs by which he means 
io kill the trespasser. This killing of an un- 
challenged, unresisting person, I really cannot 
help considering to be as much murder as if 
the proprietor had shot the trespasser with his 

fm. Uiving it all the attention in my power, 
am utterly at a loss to distinguish between 
the two cases. Does it signify whose hand or 
whose foot pulls the string which moves the 
trigger! — the real murderer is he who pre- 
pares the instrument of death, and places it in 
a position that such hand or foot may touch it, 
for the purposes of destruction. My brother 
Holroyd says, the trespasser who has had a 
notice of guns being set in the wood is the real 
voluntary agent who pulls the trigger. But I 
most certainly think that he is not. He is the 
animal agent, but not the rational agent — he 
does not intend to put himself to death ; but he 
foolishly trusts in his chance of escaping, and 
is any thing but a voluntary agent in firing the 
gnn. If a trespasser were to rush into a wood, 
meaning to seek his own destruction — to hunt 
for the wire, and when found, to pull it, he 
nouJd indeed be the agent, in the most philo- 
sophical sense of the word. But, after enter- 
ing the wood, he does all he can to avoid the 
gou keeps clear of every suspicions place, 



and is baffled only by the superior cunning of 
him who planted the gun. How the firing of 
the gun then can be called his act— his volun- 
ury act — ^I am at a loss to conceive. The 
practice has unfortunately become so common, 
that the first person convicted of such a mui^ 
der, and acting under the delusion of rights 
might be a fit object for royal mercy. Still, in 
my opinion, such an act must legally be con* 
side red as murder. 

*'It has been asked, if it be an indictable 
offence to set such guns in a man's own ground: 
but let me first put a much greater question— - 
Is it murder to kill any man with such instra« 
ments 1 If it is, it must be indictable to set 
them. To place an instrument for the purpose 
of committing murder, and to surrender (as in 
such cases you must surrender) all control 
over its operation, is clearly an indictable 
offence. 

" All my brother judges have delivered their 
opinions as if these guns were often set for 
the purposes of terror, and not of destruction. 
To this I can only say, that the moment any 
man puts a bullet into his spring gun, he hak 
some other purpose than that of terror; and 
if he does not put a bullet there, he can never 
be the subject of argument in this court. 

** My Lord Chief Justice can see no distinc- 
tion between the case of tenter-hooks upon a 
wall, and the placing of spring guns, as far aa 
the lawfulness of both is concerned. But the 
distinctions I take between the case of tenter- 
hooks upon a wall, and the setting of spring 
guns, are founded — 1st, in the magnitude of 
the evil inflicted; 2dly. in the great difference 
of the notice which the trespasser receives ; 
3dly, in the very different evidence of crimi« 
nal intention in the trespasser ; 4th ly, in the 
greater value of the .property invaded; 5thly, 
in the greater antiquity of the abuse. To cut 
the fingers, or to tear.the hand, is of course a 
more pardonable injuiy than to kill. The 
trespasser, in the daytime, sees the spikes; 
and by day or night, at all events, he sees or 
feels the wall. It is impossible he should not 
understand the nature of such a prohibition, 
or imagine that his path lies over this wall ; 
whereas the victim of the spring gun may 
have gone astray, may not be able to read, or 
may first cross the armed soil in the night 
time, when he cannot read; — and so he ia 
absolutely without any notice at all. In the 
next place, tlie slaughtered man may be pep* 
fectly innocent in his purpose, which the 
scaler of the walls cannot be. No man can 
get to the top of a garden wall without a crimi- 
nal purpose. A garden, by the common con- 
sent and feeling of mankind, contains more 
precious materials than a wood, or a field, and 
may seem to justify a greater jealousy and 
care. Lastly, and for these reasons, perhaps, 
the practice of putting spikes and glass bot- 
tles has prevailed for this century past ; and 
the right so to do has become, from time, and 
the absence of cases, (for the plaintiff, in such 
a case, must acknowledge himself a thief,) 
inveterate. But it is quite impossible, because 
in some trifling instances, and in much more 
pardonable circumstances, private vengeance 
has usurped upon the province of law, that 1 



WOttKB OP TSB nv. OTmOBT fiWTH. 



eaa* from lach 8l%fat abases, confer nwm pri- 
Tltte vengtaiice the power of life and death. 
On the contraiy, I think it my imperious datj 
to contend, that punishment for such ofiences 
18 these is to be measured by the law, and not 
)ij the exaggerated notions which any indivi- 
ttal may form of the importance of nis own 
pleasures. It is my duty, instead of making 
one abuse a reason for another, to recall the 
law back to its perfect state, and to restrain as 
innch as possible the inrention and use of 
private punishments. Indeed, if this wild 
sort of justice is to be tolerated, I see no sort 
of use in the careful adaptation of punish- 
ments to crimes, in the humane labours of the 
lawgiver. Every lord of a manor is his own 
Ifycurgus, or rather his own Draco, and the 
great purpose of civil life is defeated. Btier 
I90fo tormentorumgenaa machmaaqut e^ciUakt, 
aUent legeg, 

" Whatever be the law, the question of hu- 
manity is a separate question. I shall not 
atate all I think of that person, who, for the 
preservation of game, would doom tiie inno- 
eeat— -or the guilty intruder, to a sudden death. 
I will not, however (because I am silent re- 
electing individuals), join in any undeserved 
panegyric of the humanity of the English 
law, I cannot say, at the same moment, that 
the law of England allows such machines to 
be set after public notice ; and that the law of 
ISngland sanctions nothing but what is hu- 
mane. If the law sanctions such practices, it 
sanctions, in my opinion, what is to the last 
degree odious, unchristian, and inhumane. 

''The case of the dog or bull I admit to be 
an analogous case to this : and I say, if a man 
were to keep a dog of great ferocity and power, 
ior the express i^urpose of guarding against 
trespass in woods or fields, and that dog was 
to ktil a trespasser, it would be murder in the 
person placing him there for such a purpose. 
It is indifferent to me whether the trespasser 
is slain bv animals or machines, intentionally 
brought there for that purpose : he ought not 
to be slam at all. It is murder to use such a 
pmdshment for such an offence. If a man 
puts a ferocious dog in his yardt to guard his 
ioute from burglanr, and Xhat dog strars into 
the neighbouring field and there womes the 
nan, there wants, in this case, the murderous 
and malicious spirit The dog was placed in 
dit yard for the legal purpose of guarding the 
boose against burglary; for which crime, if 



caught in the act of perpetrating U, a 
may legally be put to dew- Thm was no 
primary intention here of putting « nure irt^ 
soMcr to death. 8o,if aman keq^afenocioae 
bull, not for agricxdtoral purposes, but for Ibe 
expruM purpo9t of repellmg trespassers, and 
that bull occasion the death <^ a trespasser, if 
is murder: the inUaHonal mJUetion of dteik 
by any means for mch sort of offences tonsil 
iuies the murder.- a light to kill tor such re^ 
sons cannot be acquired by the foolhlurdinese 
of the trespasser, nor by any sort of notice or 
publicity. If a man were to blow a trumpet 
all over the country, and say that he wouM 
shoot any man who asked him how he did« 
would he acquire a right to do so by such nc^ 
tice ? Does mere publication of an unlawful 
intention make the action lawful which fol- 
lows 1 If notice is the principle which coiw 
secrates this mode of destroying human beings, 
I wish my brothers had been a little moi^ 
clear, or a little more unanimous, as to what 
is meant by this notice. Must the notice be 
always actual, or is it sufficient that it is pro* 
bable? May these guns act only against 
those who hiwe read the notice, or against aU 
who might h&ve read the notice! The truth 
is, that the practice is so enormous, and the 
opinions of the most learned men so various, 
that a declaratory law upon the subject is im- 
periously required.* Common humanity re- 
quired it, after the extraordinary difference of 
opinion which occurred in the case of Dean 
and Clayton. 

" For these reasons, I am omipelled to differ 
from my learned brothers. We have all, I am 
sure, the common object of doing justice in 
such cases as these ; we can have no possible 
motive for doing otherwise. Where such a 
superiority of talents and numbers is af^ainsC 
me, I must of course be wrong ; but I think it 
better to publish my own errors, than to sub> 
scribe to opinions of the justice of which I 
am not convinced. To destroy a trespasser 
with such machines, I think would be mur« 
der; to set such uncontrollable machines for 
the purpose of committing this murder, I think 
would be indictable ; and I am, therefore, of 
opinion, that he who suffers from such ma 
chines has a fair ground of action, in spite of 
any notice ; for it is not in the power of no» 
tice to make them lawful." 
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HAMILTOFS METHOD OF TEACHING LANGUAGES/ 



[Edtvburob Review, 1S26.] 



Ws have nothing whatever to do with Mr. 
Bunilton personally. He may be the wisest 
ffthe weakest of men; most dexterous or most 
IHtfuccessful in the exhibition of his system ; 
^pK)^st and proper, or prarient and preposte- 
lOQS in its commendation ; — by none of these 
considerations is his system itself affected. 

The proprietor of Ching's Lozenges must 
ijecessarily have recourse to a newspaper, to 
nscue from oblivion the merit of his vermi- 
filge medicines. In the same manner, the 
Amboyna tooth-powder must depend upon the 
Berald and the Morning Post. Unfortimately, 
Uie system of Mr. Hamilton has been intro- 
duced to the world by the same means, and has 
exposed itself to those suspicions which hover 
orer splendid discoveries of g«;nius, detailed 
in the daily papers, and sold in sealed boxes 
at an infinite diversity of prices — ^bnt with a 
perpetual inclusion of the stamp, and with an 
equitable discount for undelayed payment. 

It may have been necessary for Mr. Hamil- 
ton to have had recourse to these means of 
making known his discoveries, since he may 
not have had friends whose names and au- 
tidority might have attracted the notice of the 
public ; but it is a misfortune to which his 
system has been subjected, and a difficulty 
which it has still to overcome. There is also 
a singular and somewhat ludicrous condition 
of giving vxarranted lessons; by which is meant, 
ve presume, that the money is to be returned, 
if the progress is not made. We should be 
curious to know how poor Mr. Hamilton would 
protect himself from some swindling scholar, 
who, having really learnt all that the master 
professed to teach, should counterfeit the gross- 
est ignorance of the Gospel of 8t John, and 
refuse tu construe a single verse, or to pay a 
£urthing? 

Whether Mr. Hamilton's translations are 
eood or bad, is not the question. The point to 
aetermine is, whether very close interhneal 
translations are helps in learning a language ? 
not whether Mr. Hamilton has executed these 
translations faithfully and judiciously. Whe- 
Iher Mr. Hamilton is or is not the inventor of 
the system which bears his name, and what 
his claims to originality may be, are also ques- 
tions of very second-rate importance ; but they 
merit a few observations. That man is not 
the discoverer of any art who first says the 
tiling ; but he who says it so long, and so loud. 



• 1. TTkt O^tftl cf 81. Jokn^ in LaHu, oiajtU U tk§ 
Utmiltonuin Svttni, by an ^ntUytieal and InUrimmiy 
Translation. Executed under the immediate BlrectiOB of 
IawsmHamiltoii. Londou, 1834. 

S. Tke OMfsl 9f St. Jekn^ adapted to tka HamdHonimn 
Bffttenty by an Jinatytital and InierUnear^ TVwMlatiMi 
iram the Italian^ with fuU Jnslmetion* for its UoOy oven 
9f those who art vhMp ignorant ef ths LoMgnMHS. For 
ms Uss of Schools. By Jamks Hamiltok, Autlior of tko 
HmbUiodUq SyiteiD. London, ISSft. 

do 



and so clearly, that he compels mankind to 
hear him — the man who is so deeply impressed 
with the importance of the discovery that he 
will take no denial, but, at the risk of fortune 
and fame,pushes through all opposition, and 
is determined that what he thinks he has dis- 
covered shaU not perish for want of a fair 
trial. Other persons had noticed the effect of 
coal-gas in producing light; but Winsor wor- 
ried the town with bad Bnglish for three win- 
ters before he could attract any serious atten* 
tion to his views. Many persons broke stone 
before Macadam, but Macadam felt the disco- 
very more strongly, stated it more clearly, per- 
severed in it with greater tenacity, wielded his 
hammer, in short, with greater force than other 
men, and finally succeeded in bringing his 
plan into general use. 

Literal translations are not only nut used in 
our public schools, but are generally discoun- 
tenanced in them. A literal translation, or 
any translation of a school-book, is a contra- 
band article in English schools, which a 
school-master would instantly seire, as a cus- 
tom-liouse officer would a barrel (»f gm. Mr. 
Hamilton, on the other hand, niaintains, by 
.books and lectures, that all boys ought to be 
allowed to work with literal trai.slations, and 
that it is by far the best method of learning a 
language. If Mr. Hamilton's system is just, it 
is sad trifling to deny his clainr to originality, 
by stating that Mr. Locke has said thQ same 
thing, or that others have said the same thing, 
a century earlier than Ham ill >n. They have 
all said it so feebly, that th".ir observations 
have passed suh sjlenth; and if Mr. Hamilton 
succeeds in being heard and followed, to him 
be the glory — ^because fron him have pro- 
ceeded the utility and the ad vantage. 

The works upon this subject on this plan, 
published before the time of Mr. Hamilton, are 
Montanus's edition of the Bible, with Pignini's 
interlineary Latin version , Lubin's New Tes- 
^ment having the Greek interlined with Latin 
and German ; Abb6 L*01 ivet's Pensees de Ci- 
ceron ; and a French wc rk by the Abb^ R^ 
donvilliers, Paris, 1768^ and Locke upon Edu- 
cation. 

One of the first principles of Mr. Hamilton 
is, to introduce very strict literal, interlinear 
translations, as aids to lexicons and dictionap 
ries, and to make so much use of them as that 
the dictionary or lexicon will be for a long 
time little required. We will suppose the lan» 
guage to be the Italian, and the book selected 
to l^ the Gospel of 8t John. Of this Gospel 
Mr. Hamilton has published a key, cf which 
the following is an extract :— 

„j Nel princ pio era il Verbo, e ii 
In the beginning tva$ the Word, and tit 
Verbo era appresso 6io, e il Vccbo ex^ISfVa 
Wffrd woi near to Gitd,andi)ha^w4^nQ>^Qcti%. 
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^ A Qaesto era nel principio appresso Dio. 
This UHES in the oegitming near to God. 
^o Per mezzo di lui lutle le cose furon 
By means of him aU the things were 
fatte: e senza di lui nulla fu fatto di 
made : and without of him nothing was made of 
cid, che e stato iatto. 
that, which is been made, 
„ - In lui era la vita, c la vita era 
111 /um toas the life, and the life was 
la luce degli uomini : 
the light of the men .• 
M. E la luce splende tra le tenebre, 
Aiid the light shines among the darknesses, 
e le Mnebre hanno non ammessa la. 
tmdthednrknesses have not admitted her. 
„^ Vi fu un uomo mandato da Dio che 
TTtereuHU a man sent by God, who 
Bomava si Giovanni. 
did name himself John. 
^^ Quests ) venne qual testimone, affin di 
This came like as witness, in order of 
rendere testimonianza alia luce, onde per 
to render testimony to the light, whence by 
' mezzo di lui tutti credessero. 
means of him aU might believe.** 

In this way Mr. Hamilton contends (and ap- 
pears to us to contend justlyV that the language 
may be acquired with much greater ease and 
despatch, than by the ancient method of begin- 
aing with grammar, and proceeding with the 
dictionary. We will presume at present, that 
the only object is to read, not to write, or speak 
Italian, and that the pupil instructs himself 
firom the key without a master, and is not 
taught in a class. We wish to compare the 

Elan of finding the English word in such a 
teral translation, to that of finding it in dic- 
tionaries — and the method of ending with 
grammar, or of taking the grammar at an 
advanced period of k lowledge in the language, 
rather than at the be^onning. Every one will 
admit, that of all the disgusting labours of life, 
Che labour of lexicon and dictionary is the 
most intolerable. Nor is ^^ere a greater ob- 
ject of compassion than a fine boy, full of 
animal spirits, set down in a bright sunny day, 
with an heap of unkno vn words before him, 
to be turned into English, before supper, by 
the help of a ponderous dictionary alone. The 
object in looking into a dictionary can only be 
to exchange an unknown sound for one that is 
known. Now, it seems indisputable, that th^ 
sooner this exchange is made the better. The 
greater the number of such exchanges which 
can be made in a given time, the greater is the 
progress, the more abundant the copia verbo- 
rum obtained by the scholar. Would it not be 
of advantage if the dictionai y at once opened 
at the required page, and if a self-moving in- 
dex at once pointed to the reqaisite word 1 Is 
any advantage gained to the world by the time 
employed first in finding the letter P, and then 
in finding the three guiding letters P R It 
This appears to us to be pure loss of time. 
Justifiable onlv if it is inevitable ; and even 
after this is done, what an infinite multitude 
of difllculties are heaped at once upon the 
VTietched beginner I Instead of being reserved 
Jbr bis greater skill apd maturity in the lan- 
S^nge, be must employ himself in discovering 



in which of many senses which his dictionarj 
presents the word is to be used; in consider- 
ing the case of the substantive, and the sjn- 
taxical arrangement in which it is to be placed, 
and the relation it bears to other words. The 
loss of time in the merely mechanical part of 
the old plan is immense. We doubt very 
much, if an average boy, between ten and 
fourteen, will look out or find more than sixty 
words in an hour; we say nothing at present 
of the time employed in thinking of the mean- 
ing of each word when he has found it, bnt.of 
the mere naked discovery of the word in the 
lexicon or dictionary. It must be remembered, 
we say an average boy — ^not what Master 
Evans, the show boy, can do, nor what Master 
Macarthy, the boy who is whipt evexy day, can 
do, but some boy between Macarthy and 
Evans; and not what this medium boy can 
do, while his mastigophorons superior is 
frowning over him ; but what he actually does, 
when left in the midst of noisy boys, and with 
a recollection, that, by sending to thp neigh- 
bouring shop, he can obtain any quantity of 
unripe gooseberries upon credit. Now, if this 
statement be true, and if there are 10,000 words 
in the Gospel of St John, here are 160 honrs 
employed in the mere digital process of turn- 
ing over leaves ! But, in much less time than 
this, any boy of average quickness might learn, 
by the Hamiltonian method, to construe the 
whole four Gospels, with the greatest accu- 
racy, and the most scrupulous correctness. 
The inierlineal translation of course spaces 
the trouble and time of this mechanical 1»- 
bour. Immediately under the Italian word is 
placed the English word. The unknown, 
sound therefore is instantly exchanged for one 
that is known. The labour here spared is of 
the most irksome nature ; and it is spared at 
a time of life the most averse to such labour ; 
and so painful is this labour to many hoys, 
that it forms an insuperable obstacle to their 
progress. They prefer to be flogged, or to be 
sent to sea. It is useless to say of any medi- 
cine that it is valuable, if it is so nauseous 
that the patient flings it away. You must give 
me, not the best medicine you have in your 
shop, but the best you can get me to take. 

We have hitherto been occupied with find- 
ing the word ; we will now suppose, after run- 
ning a dirty finger down many columns, and 
after many sighs and groans, that the word is 
found. We presume the little fellow working 
in the true orthodox manner without any tran9» 
lation; he is in pursuit of the Greek word 
BdUXtf, and, after a long chase, seizes it as 
greedily as a bailififpossesses himself of a fu- 
gacious captain. But alas! the vanity of 
human wishes ! — the never sufficiently to be 
pitied stripling has scarcely congratulated him- 
self upon his success, when he finds haxj^ to 
contain the following meanings in Hederick's 
Lexicon : — 1. Jacio ; 2. Jaculor ; 3. Ferio ; 4. 
Figo; 6. Saucio; 6. Attingo; 7. Projicio; 8. 
Emitto; 9. Profundo; 10. Pono; II. Immitto; 
; 12. Trado; 13. Committo; 14. Condo; 1& 
ifidifieo ; 16. Verso ; 17. Flecto. Suppose the 
little rogue, not quite at home in the Latin 
tongue, to be desirous of afiixing English sig- 
m&ca!dona \o Vhoae tuxvo^ia words, he has th^ 
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at die moderate rate of six meanings to eveiy 
l4itia word, one hundred and two meanings to 
Ifae word Eshkn; or if he is content with the 
Latin, he has then only seventeen.* 

Words, in their origin, have a natural or 
primary sense. The accidental associations 
of the people who use it, afterwards give to that 
word a great number of secondary meanings. 
In some words the primary meaning is very 
common, and the secondary meaning very 
rare. In other instances it is just the reverse ; 
and in very many the particular secondary 
meaning is pointed out by some preposition 
which accompanies it, or some case by which 
it is accompanied. But an accurate translation 
points these things out gradually as it proceeds. 
The common and most probable meanings 
of the word Bsxx*, or of any other word, are, 
in the Hamiltonian method, insensibly but 
surely fixed on the mind, which, by the lexi- 
con method, must be done by a tentative pro- 
cess, frequently ending in gross error, noticed 
with peevishness, punished with severity, con- 
suming a great deal of time, and for the most 
part only corrected, after all, by the accurate 
nvA voce translation of the master — or, in other 
words, by the Hamiltonian method. 

The recurrence to a translation is treated in 
our schools as a species of imbecility and 
meanness ; just as if there was any other dig- 
nity here than utility, any other object in learn- 
ing languages, than to turn something you do 
not understand, into something you do under- 
stand, and as if that was not the best method 
which effected this object in the shortest and 
simplest manner. Hear upon this point the 
judicious Locke : — ** But if such a man cannot 
be got, who speaks good Latin, and being able 
lo instruct your son in all these parts of know- 
ledge, will undertake it by this method, the 
next best is to have him taught as near this 
way as may be — which is by taking some easy 
and pleasant book, such as iflsop^s Fables, 
and writing the English translation (made as 
literal as it can be) in one line, and the Latin 
words which answer each of them just over it 
in another. These let him read every day over 
and over again, till he perfectly understands 
the Latin ; and then go on to another fable, till 
he be also perfect in that, not omitting what he 
is already perfect in, but sometimes reviewing 
that, to keep it in his memory ; and when he 
comes to write, let these be set him for copies, 
which, with the exercise of his hand, will also 
advance him in Latin. This being a more im- 
perfect way than by talking Latin unto him, 
the formation of the verbs first, and afterwards 
the declensions of the nouns and pronouns 
perfectly learned by heart, may facilitate his 
acquaintance with the genius and manner of 

• In addhion to the other needless difficulties and mise- 
ries entailed npon children who nre learning lanniaires, 
tbeir Greek lexicons ^ive a I^tin instead of an English 
translation ; and a boy of twelve or thirteen years of 
■ffs, whose attainments in Latin are of course but modc- 
nte. Is expected to make it the vehicle of knowledge 
Ibr other lanftuages. This is setting the short-sighted 
and l»l«ar-ey«d to lead the blind ; and is one of those 
alBletinff pieces of absurdity which ejKiape antmadver- 
tioD, because they are, and have long been, of daUy oc- 
currence. Mr. Jones hns published an English and 
Grvek Lexicon, which we recommend to the notice of all 
penons engaged in education, and not aacraniented 
'aJJuB/vo! 



the Latin tongue, which varies the .significa- 
tion of verbs and nouns, not as the modem 
languages do, by particles prefixed, but by 
clumging the last syllables. More than this of 
grammar I ihmk he need not have till he can 
read himself * Sanctli Minerva' — with Sciop- 
pius and Perigonius's notes.** — Locke on Edv^ 
cation^ p. 74, folio. 

Another recommendation which we have not 
mentioned in the Hamiltonian system is, that it 
can be combined, and is constantly combined^ 
with the system of Lancaster. The Key is pro- 
bably sufficient for those who have no access to 
classes and schools : but in an Hamiltonian 
school during the lesson, it is not left to the op- 
tion of the child to trust to the Key alone. The 
master stands in the middle, translates accurate- 
ly and literally the whole verse, and then askt 
the boys the English of separate words, or chal- 
lenges them to join the words together, as he 
has done. A perpetual attention and activity 
is thus kept up. The master, or a scholar 
(turned into a tcmpofary Lancasterian master^, 
acts as a living lexicon ; and, if the thing is 
well done, as a lively and animating lexicon. 
How is it possible to compare this with the 
solitary wretchedness of a poor lad of the desk 
and lexicon, suffocated with the nonsense of 
grammarians, overwhelmed with every species 
of difficulty disproportioned to his age, and 
driven by despair to peg top or marbles 1 

"Taking these principles as a basis, the 
teacher forms his class of eight, ten, tveenty or 
one hundred. The number is of little moment, 
it being as easy to teach a greater as a smaller 
one, and brings them at once to the language 
itself, by reciting, with a loud articulate voice, 
the first verse thus : — In in, prineipio in begin- 
ning, Verbum Word, erat was, ei and, VerSum 
Word, erat was, apud at, Deum God, et and, 
Verbum Word, erat was, Deua God. Haying 
recited the verse once or twice himself, it is 
then recited precisely in the same manner by 
any person of the class whom he may judge 
most capable ; the person copying his manner 
and intonations as much as possible. — When 
the verse has been thus recited, by six or e^ghi 
persons of the class, the teacher recites the 2d 
verse in the same manner, which is recited as 
the former by any members of the class ; and 
thus continues until he has recited from ten to 
tioelve verses, which usually constitute the first 
lesson of one hour. — In three lessons, the first 
Chapter may be thus readily translated, the 
teacher gradually diminishing the number of 
repetitions of the same verse till the fourth 
lesson, when each member of the class trans- 
lates his verse in turn from the mouth of the 
teacher ; from which period /y?y, sixty y or even 
seventy, verses may be translated in the time 
of a lesson, or one hour. At the seventh lesson, 
it is invariably found that the class can trans- 
late without the assistance of the teacher, fai- 
ther than for occasional correction, and for 
those words which they may not have met in 
the preceding chapters. But, to accomplish 
this, it is absolutely necessary that every mem- 
ber of the class know every word of all th< pre- 
ceding lessons ; which is, however, an easy 
task, the words being always taught Kim. i». 
class, Bad iSht i^u^^Xwsvi^sea'^^^^ ^M^fcNa ^>k^ 
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to Uie key vhenerer he is at a Ums— the key j 
tnnslated in the very words which the teacher 
lias used in the class, from which, as was be- 
fbre remarked, he most never deviate^ — In tm 
lessons, it will be fdund that the class can 
readily translate the whole of the Gospel of 
8t. Jobn, which is called the first section of 
the course^ — Should any delay, from any cause, 
prevent them, it is in my classes always for 
account of teacher, who gives the extra lesson 
or JessoDs always gratis* — ^It cannot be too 
deeply impressed on the mind of the pupil, that 
a perfect Knowledge of evert/ word of his first 
section is most important to the ease and com- 
fort of his future progress^ — At the end of ten 
lessons, or first section, the custom of my es- 
tablishments is to give the pupil the Epitome 
Hittorim Saerm, which is provided with a key 
in Uie same manner. — ^It was first used, in our 
classes for the first and second sections ; we 
now teach it in one section often lessons, 
vhich we find easier than to teach it in two 
sections before the pupif has read the Testar 
ment^— When he has read the Epitome, it will 
be then time to give him the theorv of the 
Terbs and other words which change their ter- 
mination Sv— He has already acquired a good 
practical knowledge of these things; the theory 
becomes then very easy. — ^A grammar contain- 
ing the declensions and conjugations, and 
pnnted specially for mv classes, is then put 
into the pupil's hands, (not to be got by heart, 
nothing is ever got by rote on this system,) 
Imt that he may comprehend more readily his 
teacher who lectures on grammar generally, 
bat especially on the verbs. From this time, 
that is, from the beginning of the third section, 
the pupil studies tiiie theory and construction 
of the language as well as its practice. For 
this purpose he reads the ancient authors, be- 
ginmng with Csesar, which, together with the 
Sdeeta e Profani$^ fills usefully the Aird and 

• fourth sections. When these with the preced- 
uig books are well known, the pupil will find 
USe difficulty in reading the authors usually 
read in schools. The fifth and tixth sections 
consist of Virgil and Horace, enough of which 
is read to enable the pupil to read them wiUi 
Ikeility, and to give him correct ideas of Pro- 
sody and Versification. Five or six months, 
with mutval attention on the part of the pupil 
and teacher, will be found sufficient to acquire 
a knowledge of this language, which hitherto 
has rarely been the result of as many years.** 
We have before said, that the Hamiltonian 
system must not depend upon Mr. Hamilton's 
method of canying it into execution ; for in- 
stance, he banishes from his schools the effects 
of emulation. The boys do not take each 
ether's places. This, we think, is a sad ab- 
surdity. A cook might as well resolve to 
make bread without fermentation, as a peda- 
Bogoe to carry on a school without emulation. 
It must be a sad doughy lump without this 
Tivifying principle. Why are boys to be shut 
o«C Irom a clasiB of feelings to which society 
owes so much, and upon which their conduct 
in fbttre life must (if they are worth any 
ihing) be bo closely constructed! Poet A 
wnle0 merges to €mtabine poet B. Philosopher 

O jMflr ap roBstiag TitMoinm, mad boili&g 



Ghromium, diat he may be thought mare ef 
than philosopher D. Mr. Jacksoa strives to 
out-paint Sir Thomas ; Sir Thomas Lethbrid^ 
to overspeak Mr. Canning; and so sociefy 
gains good chemists, poets, painters, speakers, 
and orators ; and why are not boys to be emii- 
lous as well as meni 

If a boy were in Paris, would he learn the 
language better by shutting himself up to read 
French books with a dictionary, or -by con- 
versing freely with all whom he metl and 
what is conversation but an Hamiltonian 
school? Every man you meet is a living 
lexicon and grammar — ^who is perpetually 
changing your English into French, and per- 
petusdly instructing you, in spite of yourself^ 
in the terminations of French substantives 
and verbs. The analogy is still closer, if you. 
converse with persons of whom you can ask 
questions, and who will be at the trouble of 
correcting you. What madness would it be 
to run away from these pleasing facilities, as 
too dangerously easy — to stop your ears, to 
double-lock the door, and to look out ehitkene, 
taking a toalk, and fine weather^ in Beyer's 
Dictionary — and then, by the help of Cham* 
baud's Grammar, to construct a sentence which 
should signify, **Come to my hoiue, and eat 
aome ehiekeng, if it if fine P** But there is in 
England almost a love of difficulty and need- 
less labour. We are so resolute and indastri- 
ous in raising up impediments which ought to 
be overcome, that there is a sort of suspicion 
against the removal of these impediments, 
and a notion that the advantage is not fairly 
come by without the previous toil. If the 
English were in a paradise of spontaneous 
productions, they would continue to dig and 
plough, though they were never a peach nor a 
pine-apple the better for it 

A principal point to aUend to in the Hamil- 
tonian system, is the prodigious number of 
words and phrases which pass through the 
boy's mind, compared with those which are 
presented to him by the old plan. As a talka- 
tive boy learns French sooner in France than 
a silent boy, so a translator of books learns 
sooner to construe, the more he translates. 
An Hamiltonian makes, in six or seven les- 
sons, three or four hundred times as many 
exchanges of English for French or Latin, as 
a grammar schoolboy can do ; and if he loses 
50 per cent of all he hears, his progress iM 
still, beyond all possibility of comparisoOt 
more rapid. 

As for pronunciation of living languages, 
we see no reason why that consideration should 
be introduced in this place. We are decidedly 
of opinion, that all living languages are best 
learned in the country where they are spoken, 
or by living with those who come from that 
country ; but if that cannot be, Mr. Hamilton's 
method is better than the grammar and dic- 
tionary method. Cteterisparitnu, Mr. Hamil- 
ton's method, as far as rreneh is concerned, 
would be hetter in the hands of a Frenchman, 
and his Italian method in the hands of aa 
Italian ; but sll this has nothing to do with the 
system* 

^ Have I read throogfa Lilly t — have I learned 
I by YieaxV Vhax moix axcocma JMmmm e n X ei 
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lit7, the Westminster Omnmart — hxve 
t been wiiipt for the sabstantiYes 1— whipt for 
die vefbst — aod whipt for asd with the iater- 
jectionst — have I pieked the sense slowly, 
ud word by word, ont of Hederickl — and 
shall mr son Daniel be exempt from all this 
misery f—^hall a little unknown person in 
C^il 8treet» Strand, No. 25, pretend to tell me 
that all this is unnecessary 1 — Was it possible 
that I might have been spared all this t-^The 
whole system is nonsense, and the man an 
impostor. If there had been any truth in it, it 
must have occurred to some one else before 
fliis period." — ^This is a very common style of 
observation upon Mr. Hamilton's system, and 
by no means an uncommon wish of the 
mouldering and decaying part of mankind, 
tiiat the next generation should not enjoy any 
advantages from which they themselves have 
been precluded. — **Ayf ay, U*» all mighty well — 
but 1 went through Hub myKlfy and I am deter' 
mined my children shall do the same" We are 
convinced that a great deal of opposition to 
improvement proceeds from this principle. 
Crabbe might make a good picture of an un- 
benevolent old man, slowly retiring from this 
lublunary scene, and lamenting that the com- 
ing race of men would be less bumped on the 
roads, better lighted in the streets, and less 
tormented with grammars and lexicons, than 
in the preceding age. A great deal of compli- 
ment to the wisdom of ancestors, and a great 
degree of alarm at the dreadful spirit of inno- 
vation, are soluble into mere jealousy and 
envy. 

But what is to become of a boy who has no 
difficulties to grapple withi How enervated 
will that understanding be, to which every 
thing is made so clear, plain, and easy ; — no 
hills to walk up, no chasms to step over ; every 
thing graduated, soA, and smooth. All this, 
however, is an objection to the multiplication 
table, to Napier's bones, and to every invention 
for the abridgment of human labour. There 
is no dread of any lack of difficulties. Abridge 
intellectual labour by any process you please — 
multiply mechanical powers to an^ extent — 
there will be sufficient, and infinitely more 
than sufficient, of laborious occupation for the 
mind and body of man. Why is the boy to be 
idle 1 — ^By and by comes the book without a 
key; by and by comes the lexicon. They do 
come at last — though at a better period. But 
if they did not come — if they were useless, if 
language could be attained without them — 
would any human being wish to retain diffi- 
culties for their own sake, which led to nothing 
useful, and by the annihilation of which our 
faculties were left to be exercised, by diffi- 
ctdties which do lead to something useful — ^by 
mathematics, natural philosophy, and eveiy 
branch of useful knowledge? Can any one 
bt to anserous as to suppose, that the faculties 
of young men cannot be exercised, and their 
industry and activity called into proper action, 
bacsute Mr. Hamilton teaches, in three or four 
y«ara, what has (in a more vicious system) 
demanded seven or eight T Besides, even in 
the Hamiltonian method it is very easy for 
one boy to outstrip another. Why may not a 
clever and ambitions boy employ three hours 



upon his key by himself^ while another boy 
has only employed onel There is plenty oi 
com to thrash, and of chaff to be winnowed 
away, in Mr. Hamilton's system; the differ- 
ence is, that every blow tells, because it is 
properly directed. In the old way, half their 
force was lost in air. There is a mighty fool- 
ish apophthegm of Dr. Bell's,* that it is not 
what is done for a boy that is of importance» 
but what a boy does for himself. This is just 
as wise as to say, that it is not the breeches 
which are made for a boy that can cover his 
nakedness, but the breeches he makes for 
himself. All this entirely depends upon. a 
comparison of the time saved, by showing the 
boy how to do a thing, rather than by leaving 
him to do it for himself. Let the object be, for 
example, to make a pair of shoes. The boy 
will effect this object much belter if you show 
him how to make the shoes, than if-you merely 
give him wax, thread, and leather, and leare 
him to find out all the ingenious abridgments 
of labour which have been discovered by 
experience. The object is to turn Latin into 
English. The scholar will do it much better 
and sooner if the word is found for him, than 
if he finds it — much better and sooner if jron 
point out the, effect of the termination?, and 
the nature of the syntax, than if you leavft him 
to detect them for himself. The thing in at 
last done by the pupil himself-^for he reads the 
language — which was the thing to be done- 
All the help he has received has only enabled 
him to make a more economical use of his 
time, and to gain his end sooner. Never be 
afraid of wanting difficulties for your pupil; 
if means are rendered more easy, more will ' 
be expected. The animal will be compelled, 
or induced to do all that he can do. Macadam 
has made the roads better. Dr. Bell would 
have predicted, that the horses would get too 
fat ; but the actual result is, that they are com- 
pelled to go ten miles an hour instead of eight. 
«* For teaching children, this, too, I think is 
to be observed, that, in most cases, where they 
stick, they are not to be farther puzzled, by 
putting them upon finding it out diemselves ; 
as by asking such questions as these, viz^— 
whicb is the nominative case in the sentence 
they are to construe 1 or demanding what 
'aufero' signifies, to lead them to the know- 
ledge what *abstulere' signifies, Ac, when 
they cannot readily tell. This wastes time 
only in disturbing them ; for whilst they are 
learning, and apply themselves with attention» 
they are to be kept in good humour, and every 
thing made easy to them, and as pleasant as 
possible. Therefore, wherever they are at a 
stand, and are willing to go forwards, help 
them presently over the difficulty, without aay 
rebuke or chiding; remembering that, where 
harsher ways are taken, they are the efiect 
only of pride and peevishness in the teacher* 
who expects children should instantly be mas 
ters of as much as he knows ; whereas he 
should rather consider, that his business is to 
settle in them habits, not angrily to inouloaie 
ruks/* — Locke on Education, p. 74, 
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^ Suppose the first five books of Herodotas to 
be acqaired by a key, or litenl translatioii 
after the methodof Hamilton, so that the papil 
coald constme them with the greatest accara- 
cy;— we do not pretend, becaase the pupil 
conld construe this book, that he could construe 
any other book equally easy; we merely say, 
that the pupil has acquired, by these means, a 
certain copia verborum, and a certain practical 
knowledge of grammar, which must materially 
diminijih the difficulty of reading the next 
book; that his difficulties diminish in a com- 
pound ratio with every fresh book he reads 
with a key — till at last he reads any common 
book, without a key—and that he attains this 
last point of perfection in a time incomparably 
less, and with difficulties incomparably smaller, 
than in the old method. 

There are a certain number of French books, 
which when a boy can construe accurately, he 
may be said, for all purposes of reading, to be 
master of the French language. No matter 
bow he has attained this power of construing 
the books. If yon try him thoroughly, and are 
persuaded he is perfectly master of the books — 
then he possesses the power in question — he 
understand! the language. Let these books, 
for the sake of the question, be Telemachus, 
the History of Louis XIY., the Henriade, the 
Plays of Raciujs, and the Revolutions of Ver- 
tot We would have Hamilton ian keys to all 
these books, and the Lancasterian method of 
instruction. We believe these books would 
be mastered in one-sixth part of the time, 
by these means, that they would be by the 
old method of looking out the words in the 
dictionary, and then coming to say the lesson 
to the master ; and^ we believe that the boys, 
long before they came to the end of this 
series of books, would be able to do without 
their keys — to fling away their cork-jackets, 
and to swim alone. But boys who learn a 
language in four or five months, it is said, 
are apt to forget it again. Why, then, does 
not a young person, who has been five or 
six months in Paris, forget his French four or 
tve years aAer wards ? It has been obtained 
without any of that labour, which the objectors 
to the Hamiltonian system deem to l>e so e^en- 
tial to memory. It has been obtained in the 
midst of tea and bread and butter, and yet is 
in a great measure retained for a whole life. 
In the same manner, the pupils of this new 
school use a collo<}uial living dictionary, and, 
from every principle of youthful emulation, 
contend with each other in catching the inter- 
pretation, and in applying to the lesson before 
them. 

^ If yon wish boys to remember any lan- 
guage, make the acquisition of it very tedious 
and disgusting.** This seems to be an odd 
rule : but if it is good for language, it must be 
good also for every species of knowledge- 
music, mathematics, navigation, architecture. 
In all these sciences aversion should be the 
parent of memory— impediment the cause of 
perfection. If difficulty is the cause of memo- 
ry, the boy who learns with the greatest difil- 
ealif wjl} remember with the greatest tenacity ; 
— Jo other words, the aeqaiaitkmB of a dunce 
^iii he greater Mod mare iaportut than tlMS« 



of a clever boy. Where is tht loTt of dift- 
culty to endt Why not leave a boy to coq^ 
pose his own dictionary and grammar! It is j 
not what is done for a boy, but what he does ' 
for himself, that is of any importance. Are 
there diflkulties enough in the old method of 
acquiring languages? Would it be better if . 
the difficulties were doubled, and thirty years . 
given to languages, instead of fifteen 1 AH 
these arguments presume the difficulty to be ' 
^t over, and then the memory to be improve . 
But what if the difficulty is shrunk fromi 
What if it puts an end to power, instead oC 
Increasing it ; and extinguishes, instead of ex* 
citing, application? And when th^se effects 
are produced, you not only preclude all hopes 
of learning, or language, but you put an end « 
for ever to all literary habits, and to all im- 
provements from study. The boy who is lexi> 
con-struck in early youth looks upon all books 
afterwards with horror, and goes over to thei 
blockheads. Every boy would l>e pleased with 
books, and pleased with school, and be glad to 
forward the views of his parents, and obtain 
ihe praise of his master, if he found it possible 
u> make tolerably easy progress; but he is 
driven to absolute despair by gerunds, and 
wishes himself dead ! Progress it pleasure — 
activity is pleasure. It is impossible for a boy 
aot to make progress, and not to be active in 
the Hamiltonian method; and this pleasing 
state of mind we contend to be more /avourable 
to memory, than the languid, jaded spirit which 
much commerce with lexicons never fails to 
produce. 

Translations are objected to in schools justly 
enough, when they are paraphrases and not 
translations. It is impossible, from a para- 
phrase or very loose translation, to make any 
useful progress — they retard rather than acce- 
lerate a knowledge of the language to be ac- 
quired, and are the principal causes of the. 
discredit into which translations have been, 
brought, as instruments of education. 

Infkndum Regina Jatiea renovare dolorem. 
Refina, Jubei renovare dolorem infiinduni. 

Oh I QnMii, tk9U 9ri«re$t to rtntwgri^not U he tpektn ^. 

Oh ! Queen, In panraance of your conimandt, I enter 
upon tbe Barratlve of miafbrtunei almost too great for 
iitteraace. 

The first of these translations leads us di- 
rectly to the explication of a foreign language^ 
as the latter insures a perfect ignorance of it. ; 

It is difficult enough to introduce any usefhl . 
novelty in education without enhancing its 
perils by needless and untenable paradoi*, 
Mr. Hamilton has made an assertion in his . 
Preface to the Key of the Italian Gospel, which ^ 
has no kind of foundation in fact, and which - . 
has afiforded a conspicuous mark for the aim >.- 
of his antagonists. 

**I have said that each word is translated by ■ 
its am $ole undeviating meaning, assumiair, af"' 
an incontrovertible principle in all langaages^^ ' 
that, with very few exceptions, each word has ' ' 
one meaning only, and can usually be rendered '- 
correctly into another by one word only, whicll' 
one word should serve for its representative ai '- 
at all iimta and on all occasions." 
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■Maajig onlj in its origin ; bat metaphor and 
atioeiauon are so hnsj with human speech, 
tlua the tame word comes to serve in a Ttst 
Ttriely of senses^ and continues to do so long 
after the metaphors and associations which 
eailed it into this state of activity are buried 
iaobKrion. Whj may noi jubto be translated 
oriSer as well as command, or dolorem rendered 
grirf as well as aomno? Mr. Hamilton has ex- 
pressed himself loosely ; but he perhaps means 
BO more than to say, that in school translations, 
fbt metaphysical meaning should never be 
adopted, when the word can be rendered by its 
primary signification. We shall allow him, 
bqweyer, to detail his own method of making 
dM translation in question. 

^Translations on the Hamiltonian system, 
•ecording to which this book is translated, 
most not be confounded with translations made 
according to Locke, Clarke, Sterling, or even 
according to Dumarsais, Fremont, and a num- 
ber of other Frenchmen, who have made what 
have been and are yet sometimes called 
Jtere^ and interlineal translations. The latter 
are, indeed, tn/cr/itMo/, but no literal translation 
had ever appeared in any language before 
those called Hamiltonian, that is, before my 
Gospel of 8t John from the French, the Greek, 
and Latin Gospels, published in London, and 
Lllommond's Epitome of the Historia Sacra. 
These and these only were and are truly 
literal ; that is to say, Uiat every word is rea- 
died in English by a corresponding part of 
speech, that the grammatical analysis of the 
phrase is never departed from ; that the case 
of every noun, pronoun, adjective, or particle, 
and the mood, tense, and person of every verb, 
are accurately pointed out by appropriate and 
imehanging signs, so that a grammarian not 
nnderstaniUng one word of Italian, would, on 
reading any part of the translation here given, 
be instantly able to parse it. In the transla- 
tions above alluded to, an attempt is made to 
preserve the correctness of the language into 
which the different works are translated, but 
the wish to conciliate this correctness with a 
literal translation, has only produced a barba- 
roQS and uncouth idiom, while it has in every 
case deceived the unlearned pupil by a trans- 
lation altogether false and incorrect. Such 
translations may, indeed, give an idea of what 
is contained in the book translated, but they 
will not assist, or at least very little, in ena- 
bling the pupil to make out the exact meaning 
of each word, which is the principal objecjl of 
Hamiltonian translations. The reader will un- 
derstand this better by an illustration: A gen- 
tleman has lately given a translation of Juvenal 
according to the plan of the above-mentioned 
authors, beginning with the words ttrnper ego, 
which he joins and translates, * shall I alwavs 
be' — ^if his intention were to teach Latin words, 
he might as well have said, ' shall I always eat 
besC'Steaks V— True, there is nothing about 
beel^^teaks in temper ego, but neither is there 
abMt 'shall be.** the whole translation is on 
the sasM plan, that is to say, that there is not 
ont line of it correct, I had almost said one 
wood, on which the pupil can rely, as the exact 
equivalent in English of the Latin word above 
it If 01 so the translation hart givea. 



"As the object of the author has* been that 
the pupil should know every word as well as 
he knowa it himself he has uniformly given it 
the one sole, precise meaning which it has in 
our language, sacrificing everywhere the 
beauty, the idiom, and the correctness of the 
English language to the original, in order to 
show the perfect idiom, phraseology, and pic- 
ture of that original as in a glass. So far is 
this carried, that where the English language 
can express the precise meaning of the Italian 
phrase only by a barbarism, this barbarism is 
employed without scruple — as thus, *e le tene- 
bre non Thanno ammessa.* — Here the word 
tenebre being plural, if you translate it dark- 
ness, you not only give a false translation of 
the word itself, which is used by the Italians 
in the plural number, but what is much more 
important, you lead the pupil into an error 
about its government, it being the nominative 
case to hanno, which is the third person plural; 
it is therefore translated not darkness, but 
darknesses." 

To make these keys perfect, we rather think 
there should be a free translation added to the 
literal one. Not a paraphrase, but only so 
free as to avoid any awkward or barbarous 
expression. The comparison between the 
free and the literal translation would immedi- 
ately show to young people the peculiarities 
of the languaf^'c in which they were engaged. 

Literal translation or key — Oh ! Queen, thou 
ordereat me to renew grief noi to be spoken of. 

Free — ** Oh ! Queen, thou orderest me to 
renew my grief, too great for utterance." 

The want of this accompanying free trans- 
lation is not felt in keys of the Scriptures, 
because, in fact, the English Bible is a free 
translation, great part of which the scholar 
remembers. But in a work entirely unknown, 
of which a key was given, as full of awkward 
and barbarous expressions as a key certainly 
ought to be, a scholar might be sometimes 
puzzled to arrive at the real sense. We say 
as full of awkward and barbarous expressions 
as it ought to be, because we thoroughly ap- 
prove of Mr. Hamilton's plan, of always 
sacrificing English and elegance to sense, 
when they cannot be united in the key. We 
are rather sorry Mr. Hamilton's first essay has 
been in a translation of the Scriptures, because 
every child is so familiar with them, that it 
may be difficult to determine whether the ap- 
parent progress is ancient recollection or 
recent attainment ; and because the Scriptures 
are so full of Hebraisms and Syriacisms, and 
the language so different from that of Greek 
authors, that it does not secure a knowledge of 
the language equivalent to the time employed 
upon it 

The keys hitherto published by Mr. Hamil* 
ton are the Greek, Latin, French, Italian, and 
German keys to the Gospel of St John. Per* 
rin's Fables, Latin Historia Sacra, Latin* 
French, and Italian Grammar, and Studim 
Metrica. One of the difficultiea under which 
the system is labouring, is a want of mora 
keys. Some of the best Greek and Roman 
classics should be immediately published, with 
keys, and bv very good scholaxa. W^ «hdiU^ 
iuow \agf Veiot^ «w T«alVax% vk «s»wx\wi^ 
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one of the pablic papers respecting the pro- \ 
gress mad? in the Hamiltoniau schools. i 

" Extract from the Morning Ckronule of Wed- 1 
neidttt/, November, 16/A, 1825^/fam*iomim 
S^em^^We yesterday were present at an • 
examination of eight lads who have been under ! 
Mr. Hrmilton since some time in the month of ! 
May last, with a view to ascertain the efficacy 
of his system in communicating a knowledge 
of languages. These eight lads, all of them 
between the ages of twelve and fourteen, are 
the children of poor people, who, when they 
were first placed under Mr. Hamilton, pos- 
sessed no other instruction than common 
reading and writing. They were obtained 
from a common country school, through the 
interposition of a member of Parliament, who 
takes an active part in promoting charity 
schools throughout the country ; and the 
choice was dt termined by the consent of the 
parents, and n "t by the cleverness of the boys. 

"They hav^ been employed in learning 
Latin, French, und latterly Italian ; and yes- 
terday they were examined by several distin- 
. guished individuals, among whom we recog- 
nized John Smith, Esq. M. P.; G. Smith, Esq. 
M. P.; Mr. J. Mill, the historian of British 
India; Major Camac; Major Thompson ; Mr. 
Cowell, &c. dec They first read diflerent 
portions of the Gospel of St John in Latin, 
and of Caesar's Commentaries, selected by the 
visitors. The translation was executed with 
an ease which it would be in vain to expect 
in any of the boys who attend our common 
schools, ( ren in their third or fourth year; 
and proved, that the principle of exciting the 
attention of boys to the utmost, during the 
process by which the meaning of the words is 
fixed in their memory, had given them a great 
familiarity with so much of the language as is 
contained in the books above alluded to. Their 
knowledge uf the parts of speech was respect- 
able» but not so remarkable ; as the Hamilto- 
nian system follows the natural mode of 
acquiring language, and only employs the 
boys in analyzing, when they have already 
attained a certain familiarity with any lan- 
guage. 

"The «ame experiments were repeated in 
French and Italian with the same success, 
and, upon the whole, we cannot but think the 
success has been complete. It is impossible 
to conceive a more impartial mode of putting 
an/ system to the test, than to make such an 
experiment on the children of our peasantry." 

Into the truth of this statement we have 
personally inquired, and it seems to us to 
nave fallen short of the facts, from the laud- 
able fear of overstating them. The lads 
selected for the experiment were parish boys 
of the most ordinary description, reading Eng- 
lish worse than Cumberland curates, and 
totally ignorant of the rudiments of any other 
language. They were purposely selected for 
the experiment by a gentleman who defrayed 
its expense, and who had the strongest desire 
to put strictly to the test the efficacy of the 
Hamihoman system. The experiment was 
b^fg^n the middle of Mar, 1825, and concluded 
aa the dttx of November in the same yeai 



mentioned in (he extract, esaedy six montbv 
after. The Latin books set before diem wera 
the Gospel of St. John, and parts of CKsai^a 
Commentaries ; some Itatiaa book or bock* 
(what we know not}, and a selection of Frenck 
histories. The visitors put the boys on wbtetB 
they pleased, and the translation was (as th# 
reporter says) executed with an ease which U 
would be vain to expect in any of the boja 
who attend our common schools, even in their 
third or fourth year.* 

From experiments and observations whick 
have fallen under our own notice, we do not 
scruple to make the following assertions. If 
there were keys to the four Gospels, as there 
is to that of St John, any boy or girl of thirt: en 
years of age, and of moderate capacity, stady- 
ing four hours a day, and beginning with aa 
utter ignorance even of the Greek character, 
would learn to construe the four Gospels with 
the most perfect and scrupulous accuracy, in 
six weeks. Some children, utterly ignorant 
of French or Italian, would learn to constma 
the four Gospels, in either of these languages, 
in three weeks ; the Latin in four weeks ; the 
German in five weeks. We believe they 
would do it in a class; but not to run any 
risks, we will presume a master to attend 
upon one student alone for these periods. We 
assign a master principally, because the ap* 
plication of a solitar} boy at that age could 
not be depended upon ; but if the sedulity of 
the child were certain, he would do it nearly 
as well alone. A greater time is allowed for 
German and Greek, on account of the novelty 
of the character. A person of mature habits, 
eager and energetic in his pursuits, and read* 
ing seven or eight hours per day, might, 
though utterly ignorant of a letter of Greek, 
learn to construe the four Gospels with the 
most punctilious accuracy in three weeks, by 
the key alone. These assertions we make,' 
not of the Gospels alone, but of any tolerably 
easy book of the same extent We mean to 
be very accurate ; but suppose we are wrong 
— add 10, 20, 30 per cent to the time, an 
average boy of thirteen, in an average school, 
cannot construe the four Gospels in two years 
from the time of his beginning the language. 

All persons would be glad to read a foreign 
language, but all persons do not want the same 
scrupulous and comprehensive knowledge of 
grammar which a great Latin scholar pos- 
sesses. Many persons may, and do derive 
great pleasure and instruction from French, 
German, and Italian books, who can neither 
speak nor write these languages — who know 
that certain terminations, when they see them, 
signify present or past time, but who, if they- 
wished to signify present or past time, could 
not recall these terminations. For many put^ 
poses and objects, therefore, very little grain- 
mar is wanting. 

The Hamiltonian method begins with what 
all persons want, a facility of construing, and 
leaves every scholar to become al\erwards^ 



* We have left whh the bookeeller the iiimee of two 
gentleiiMn wlio have verified thie aecottni to ue, and wh» 
wera preaeni at the experiment. Their nmmea will at 
one* pax »n and \o a!A vot^\xiam mm to the Ikct Two 
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as profonnd in grammar as he (or those who 
edocate him) may choose; whereas the old 
method aims at making all more profound 
grammarians than three-fourths wish to be, or 
thin nineteen-twentieths eon be. One of the 
enormous follies of the enormously foolish 
education in England, is, that all young men 
^-ftnkes, fox-hunters, and merchants — are 
educated as if they were to keep a school, and 
senre a curacy ; while scarcely an hour in the 
Hanriltonian education is lost for any variety 
of life. A grocer may learn enough of Latin 
to taste the sweets of Virgil; a cavalry officer 
may read and understand Homer, without 
knowing that Injut comes from i» with a smooth 
breathing, and that it is formed by an impro- 
per reduplication. In the mean time, there 
u nothing in that education which prevents 
a scholar from knowing (if he wishes to 
knonr) ^hat Greek compounds draw back 
their accents. He may trace verbs in i/m 
from polysyllables in /«, or derive endless 
glory from marking down derivatives in 
wrm, changing the i of their primitives into 
iota. 

Thus in the Hamiltonian method, a good 
deal of grammar necessarily impresses itself 
upon the mind (chemin faiscait)^ as it does in 
the remacolar tongue, without any rule at all, 
and merely by habit. How is it possible to 
read many Latin keys, for instance, without 
remarking, willingly or unwillingly, that the 
first person of verbs end in o, the second in «, 
the third in / ? — that the same adjective ends 
in fit or a, accordingly as the connected sub- 
stantive is masculine or feminine, and other 
SQch gross and common niles ? An English- 
man who means to say, I will go to London, 
does not say, I could go fo London. He never 
read a word of grammar in his life ; but he 
has learnt by habit, that the word go, signifies 
to proceed or set forth, and by the same habit 
he learns tljat future intentions are expressed 
by 1 wilif and by the same habit the Hamil- 
tonian pupil, reading over, and comprehending 
twenty times more words and phrases than 
the pupil of the ancient system, insensibly but 
infallibly fixes upon his mind many rules of 
grammar. We are far from meaning to say, 
Uiat the grammar thus acquired will be suffi- 
ciently accurate for a first-rate Latin and 
Greek scholar; but there is no reason why a 
young person arriving at this distinction, and 
educated in the Hamiltonian system, may not 
carry the study of grammar to any degree of 
minuteness and accuracy. The only difference 
is, that he begins grammar as a study, after he 
has made a considerable progress in the lan- 
guage, and not before — a very important 
feature in the Hamiltonian system, and a very 
great improvement in the education of chil- 
dren. 

The imperfections of the old system proceed 
in a great measure from a bad and improvi- 
dent accumulation of difficulties, which must 
all, perhaps, though in a less degree, at one 
" time or another be encountered, but which may 
be, and in the Hamiltonian system are, much 
more wisely distributed. A boy who sits down 
to Greek with lexicon and grammar, has to 
31 



master an unknown character of an unknown 
language — to look out words in a lexicon, in 
the use of which he is inexpert — to guess, by 
many trials, in which of the numerous senses 
detailed in the lexicon he is to use the WQrd— « 
to attend to the inflexions of cases and tense — 
to become acquainted with the S3mtax of the 
language — and to become acquainted with 
these inflexions and this syntax from books 
written in foreign languages, and full of the 
most absurd and barbarous terms, and this at 
the tenderest age, when the mind is utterly un- 
fit to grapple with any great difficulty; and 
the boy, who revolts at all this folly and ab- 
surdity, is set down for a dunce, and must go 
into a marching regiment, or on board a man 
of war ! The Hamiltonian pupil has his word 
looked out for him, its proper sense ascer- 
tained, the case of the substantive, the inflex- 
ions of the verb pointed out, and the syntaxical 
arrangement placed before his eyes. Where, 
then, is he to encounter these difficulties? 
Does he hope to escape them entirely ? Cer- 
tainly not, if it is his purpose to become a 
great scholar; but he will enter upon them 
when the character is familiar to his eye- 
when a great number of Greek words are fa 
miliar to his eye and far — when heiias practi- 
cally mastered a great deal of grammar^ 
when the terminations of verbs convey to him 
diflerent modifications of time, the termina- 
tions of substantives diflerent varieties of 
circumstance — when the rules of grammar, in 
short, are a confirmation of previous observa- 
tion, not an irksome multitude of directions, 
heaped up without any opportunity of imme- 
diate application. 

The real way of learning a dead language, 
is to imitate, as much as possible, the method 
in which a living language is naturally learnt 
When do we ever find a well-educated Eng- 
lishman or Frenchman embarrassed by an 
ignorance of the grammar of their respective 
languages) They first learn it practically 
and unerringly; and then, if they choose to 
look back and smile at the idea of having 
proceeded by a number of rules without know- 
ing one of them by heart, or being conscious 
that they had any rule at all, this is a philoso- 
phical amusement: but whoever thinks of 
learning the grammar of their own tongue 
before they are very good grammarians t Let 
us hear what Mr. Locke says upon this sub- 
ject i-^** If grammar ought to be taught at any 
time, it must be to one that can speak the 
language already; how else can he be taught 
the grammar of it 1 This at least is evident, 
from the practice of the wise and learned na- 
tions amongst the ancients. They made it a 
part of education to cultivate their own, not 
foreign languages. The Greeks counted all 
other nations barbarous, and had a contempt 
for their languages. And though the Greek 
learning grew in credit amongst the Romans 
towards Uie end of their commonwealth, yet 
it was the Roman tongue that was made the 
study of their youth: their own language they 
were to make use of, and therefore it was 
their own language they were instructed and 
exercised in. 
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•But, more jarticnlarly, to determine the 
proper season for grammar, I do not see how 
It can reasonably be made any one's study, 
bat as an introduction to rhetoric. When it is 
thought time to put any one upon the care of 

gilishing his tongue, and of speaking better 
an the illiterate, then is the time for him to 
be instructed in the rules of grammar, and not 
before. For grammar being to teach men not 
to speak, but to speak correctly, and according 
to the exact rules of the tongue, which is one 
part of elegancy, there is litUe use of the one 
to him that has no need of the other. Where 
rhetoric is not necessary, grammar may be 
spared. I know not why any one should waste 
his time, and beat his heaid about the Latin 
grammar, who does not intend to be a critic, 
or make speeches, and write despatches in it. 
When any one finds in himself a necessity or 
disposition to study any 'foreign language to 
the bottom, and to be nicely exact in the know- 
ledge of i^ it will be time enough to take a 
grammatical sturrey of it. If his use of it be 
onlv to understand some books writ in it, 
wimout a critical knowledge of the tongue 
itself, reading alone, as I have said, will attain 
that end, without charging the mind with the 
multiplied rules and intricacies of grammar." 
- — Xom on EdueaHont p. 78, folio. 

In the Eton Grammar, the following very 
plain and elementary information is conveyed 
to young gentlemen utterly ignorant of every 
syllable of the language : — 

« Nomina anomala quae contrahuntur sunt, 
'OmtimtBwf quae contrahuntur in omnibus, ut yut 
y«6t, Ac OhrytantBn, quae in paucioribus casibus 
contrahuntur, ut substantiva Barytonia in i^, 
Imparyllatria in eu^," dec &c. 

From the Westminster Grammar we make 
the following extract— and some thousand 
roles, conveyed in poetnr of equal merit, must 
be fixed upon the mind of the youthful Gre- 
cian, before he advances into the interior of 
the laDgmge. 



** ta finis thematit finis t 
Post liquidam in firinio, velln nnoqooqve lecvad*, 
<a circumfleznm est. Ante w finale ebaracter 
ExplicHas vs primi est imjrtldtiisqae Aitarl 
ia itaqae in qno vgiuisi piexom est solitn in vm."' 
W9tim - ■- - - 



Ormk Orummmr, 1814. 

Such are the easy initiati&iis of our present 
methods of teaching. The Hamiltonian sy^ 
tern, on the other hand, 1. teaches an unknown 
tongue by the closest interiinear translation, 
instead of leaving a boy to explore his way by 
the lexicon or dictionary. 2. It postpones the 
study of grammar till a considerate progress 
has been made in the language, and a great 
degree of practical grammar has been ac- 
quired. 3. It substitutes the cheerfulness and 
competition of the Lancasterian system for 
the dull solitude of the dictionary. By these 
means, a boy finds he is making a progress, 
and learning something from the very l^gin- 
ning. He is not overwhebned with the first 
appearance of insuperable difficulties ; he re- 
ceives some little pay from the first moment 
of his apprenticeship, and is not compelled to 
wait for remuneration till he is out of his 
time. The student having acquired the great 
art of understanding the sense of what is 
written in another tongue, may go into the 
study of the language as deeply and as exten- 
sively as he pleases. The old system aims at 
beginning with a depth and accuracy which 
many men never will want, which disgusts 
many from arriving even at moderate attain- 
ments, and is a less easy, and not more certain 
road to a profound skill in languages, than ]i 
attention to grammar had been deferred to a 
later period. 

In fine, we are strongly persuaded, that the 
time being given, this system will make better 
scholars ; and the degree of scholarship being 
given, a much shorter time will be needed. 
If there is any truth in this, it will make Mr. 
Hamilton one of the most useful men of his 
age ; for if there is any thing which fills re- 
flecting men with melancholy and regret, it is 
the waste of mortal time, parental money, and 
puerile happiness, in the present method of 
pursuing Latin and Greek. 
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COUNSEL FOR PRISONERS/ 



[EoiNBUROB Review, 1826.] 



On the sixth of April, 1824, Mr. George 
Lamb (a gentleman who is always the advo- 
cate of whatever is honest and liberal) pre- 
sented the following petition from several jury- 
men in the habit of serving on juries at the 
Old Bailey >- 

"That your petitioners, fully sensible of the 
inralaable privilege of jury trials, and desirous 
of seeing them as complete as human institu- 
tions will admit, feel it their duty to draw the 
attention of the House to the restrictions im- 
posed on the prisoner's counsel, which, they 
humbly conceive, have strong claims to a le- 
gislative remedy. With every disposition to 
decide justly, the petitioners have found, by 
experience, in the course of their attendances 
as jurymen in the Old Bailey, that the opening 
statements for the prosecution too frequently 
leave an impression more unfavourable to the 
prisoner at the bar than the evidence of itself 
could have produced;^ and it has always 
sounded harsh to the petitioners to hear it an- 
nounced from the bench, that the counsel, to 
whom the prisoner has committed his defence, 
cannot be permitted to address the jury in his 
behalf, nor reply to the charges which have, or 
have not, been substantiated by the witnesses. 
The petitioners have felt their situation pe- 
culiarly painful and embarrassing when the 
prisoner^ faculties, perhaps surprised by such 
an intimation, are too much absorbed in the 
difficulties of his unhappy circumstances to 
admit of an effort towards his own justifica- 
tion, against the statements of the prosecu- 
tor's counsel, oflen unintentionally aggravated 
through zeal or misconception ; and it is purely 
with a view to the attainment of impartial 
justice, that the petitioners humbly submit to 
the serious consideration of the House the ex- 
pediency of allowing every accused person 
the full benefit of counsel, as in cases of mis- 
demeanour, and according to the practice of 
the civil courts." 

With the opinions so sensibly and properly 
expressed by these jurymen, we most cor- 
dially agree. We have before touched inci- 
dentally on this subject; but shall now give to 
it a more direct and a fuller examination. 
We look upon it as a very great blot in our 
over-praised criminal code ; and no effort of 
ours shall be wanting, from time to time, for 
its removal. 

We have now the benefit of discussing these 
subjects under the government of a home se- 
cretary of state, whom we may (we believe) 
fairly call a wise, honest, and high principled 
man — as he appears to us, without wishing for 
innovation, or having any itch for it, not t«> be 
afraid of innovation,! when it is gradual and 

• Sfoekton on the Practice of not allowimr Counsel for 
PrUonerM aeented of Fehnf. 8yo. London, 1826. 
f We muflt •Iwayt eiceotllio ChtlioDc qwetioD. Hi. 



well considered. He is, indeed, almost the 
only person we remember in his station, who 
has not considered soimd sense to consist in 
the rejection of every improvement, and loy* 
alty to be proved by the defence of every ac- 
cidental, imperfect, or superannuated institu- 
tion. 

If this petition of jurymen be a real band 
Jide petition, not the .result of solicitation— 
and we have no reason to doubt it — ^it is a 
warning which the legislature cannot neglect, 
if it mean to avoid the disgrace of seeing the 
lower and middle orders of mankind m airing 
laws for themselves, which the government is 
at length compelled to adopt as measures of 
their own. The judges and the Parliament 
would have gone on to this day, hanging, by 
wholesale, for the forgeries of bank notes, if 
juries had not become weary of the continual 
butchery, and resolved to acquit. The proper 
execution of laws must always depend, in 
great measure, upon public opinion ; and it is 
undoubtedly most discreditable to any men in* 
trusted with power, when the governed turn 
round upon their governors, and say, " Your 
laws are so cruel, or so foolish, we cannot, and 
wiU not act upon them." 

The particular improvement, of allowing 
counsel to those who are accused of felony, 
is so far from being unnecessary, from any 
extraordinary indulgence shown to English 
prisoners, that we really cannot help suspect* 
ing, that not a year elapses in which many in- 
nocent persons are not found guilty. How is 
it possible, indeed, that it can be otherwise 1 
There are seventy or eighty persons to be tried 
for various offences at the assizes, who have 
lain in prison for some months ; and fifty of 
whom, perhaps, are of the lowest order of the 
people, without friends in any better condition 
than themselves, and without one single penny 
to employ in their defence. How are they to 
obtain witnesses 1 No attorney can be em- 
ployed — no subpoena can be taken out; the 
witnesses are fihy miles off, perhaps — totally 
uninstructed — living from hand to mouth — ut- 
terly unable to give up their daily occupation 
to pay for their journey, or for their support 
when arrived at the town of trial — and, if Uiey 
could get there, not knowing where to go, or 
what to do. It is impossible but that a human 
being, in such a helpless situation, must be 
found guilty; for, as he cannot give evidence 
for himself, and has not a penny to fetch those 
who can give it for him, any story told against 
him must be taken for true (however false); 



Peers opinions on this subject (riving him credit forsiu • 
rerity) hnve always l>een a subject of real surprise to 
us. It must surely be some misuke between the right 
iinnourable eentleman and his chaplain ! They have 
bpen travelling together ; and some of the pareon's n<u 
tions have been put in Mr. Peel's baad by miouloa. W% 
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lincc it is impossible for the poor wretch to 
contradict it. A brother or a sister may come 
— and support every suffering and privation 
themselves in coming ; but the prisoner can- 
not often have snch claims upon the persons 
who have witnessed the transaction, nor any 
other claims but those which an unjustly ac- 
cused person has upon those whose testimony 
can exculpate him — and who probably must 
starve themselves and their families to do it 
It is true, a case of life and death will rouse 
the poorest persons, every now and then, to 
extraordinary exertions, and they may tramp 
through mud and dirt to the assize town to save 
a life— though even this effort is precarious 
enough: but imprisonment, hard labour, or 
transportation, appeal less forcibly than death, 
•^^ind would often appeal for evidence in vain, 
to the feeble and limited resources of extreme 
poverty. It is not that a great proportion of those 
accused are not guilty — ^but that some are not 
•^and are utterly without means of establish- 
ing Aeir innocence. Wc do not believe they 
are often accused from wilftil and corrupt per- 
jmy: but die prosecutor is himself mistaken. 
The crime has been committed; and in his 
thirst for vengeance, he has got hold of the 
wrong man. The wheat was stolen out of the 
bam ; and, amidst many other collateral cir- 
cumstances, the witnesses (paid and brought 
up by a wealthy prosecutor, who is repaid by 
the county) swear that they saw a man, very 
like the prisoner, with a sack of com upon 
his shoulder, at an early hour of the morning, 
going ftY)m the bam in the direction of the 
prisoner's cottage ! Here is one link, and a 
very material link, of a long chain of circum- 
stantial evidence. Judge and jury must give 
it weight, till it is contradicted. In fact, the 
prisoner did not steal the com ; he was, to be 
sure, out of his cottage at the same hour — and 
that also is proved — ^but travelling in a totally 
different direction, — and was seen to be so tra- 
velling by a stage coachman passing by, and 
by a market gardener. An attomey with 
money in his pocket, whom every moment of 
such employ made richer by six-aod-eight 
pence, would have had the two witnesses 
ready, and at rack and manger, from the first 
day of the assize ; and the innocence of the pri- 
soner would have been established: but by 
what possible means is the destitute, ignorant 
wretch himself to find or to produce such wit- 
nesses! or how can the most humane jury, 
and the most acute judge, reftise to consider 
him as guilty, till his witnesses art produced 1 
We have not the slightest disposition to exag- 
gerate, and, on the contrary, should be ex- 
tremely pleased to be convinced that our ap- 
prehensions were unfounded: but we have 
often felt extreme pain at the hopeless and un- 
protected stale of prisoners ; and we cannot 
find any answer to our suspicions, or discover 
any means by which this perversion of jus- 
tice, under the present state of the law, can be 
prevented" from taking place. Against the 
prisoner are arrayed all the resources of an 
angry prosecutor, who has certainly (let who 
will be the culprit) suffered a serious injury. 
He has his hand, too, in the public purse ; for 



he prosecutes at the expense of the county. 
He cannot even relent; for the magistrate is 
bound over to indict His witnesses cannot 
fail him ; for they are all 'bound over by the 
same magistrate to give evidence. He is out 
of prison, too, and can exert himselH 

The prisoner, on the other hand, comes into 
court, squalid and depressed from long con- 
finement — utterly unable to tell his own story 
from want of words and want of confidence, 
and is unable to produce evidence for want of 
money. His fate accordingly is obvious; — 
and that there are many innocent men pu- 
nished every year, for crimes they have not 
committed, appears to us to be extremely pro- 
bable. It is, indeed, scarcely possible it should 
be otherwise : and, as if to prove the fact, every 
now and then, a case of this kind tt detected. 
Some circumstances come to light between 
sentence and execution; immense exertions 
are made by humane men ; time is gained, and 
the innocence of the condemned person com- 
pletely established. In Elizabeth Caning\<( 
case, two women were capitally convicted, 
ordered for execution — and at last found inno- 
cent, and respited. Such, too, was the case of 
the men who were sentenced ten years ago, 
for the robbery of Lord Cowper's steward. 
'* I have mvself (says Mr. Scarlett) ofim seen 
persons I thought innocent convicted, and the 
guilty escape, for want of some acute and in- 
telligent' counsel, to show the bearings of the 
different circumstances on the conduct and 
situation of the prisoner." — (House of Com- 
mona Debates, April 25th, 1826.) We were de- 
lighted to see, in this last debate, both Mr. 
Brougham and Mr. Scarlett profess themselves 
friendly to Mr. Lamb's motion. 

But in how many cases has the injustice 
proceeded without any suspicion being ex- 
cited 1 and even if we could reckon upon men 
being watchful in capital cases, where life is 
concerned, we are afraid it is in such cases 
alone that they ever besiege the secretary of 
state, and compel his attention. We never 
remember any such interference to save a 
man unjustly condemned to the hulks or the 
treadmill; and yet there are certainly more 
condemnations to these minor punishments 
than to the gallows : but then it is all on^— 
who knows or cares about iti If Harrisoii or 
Johnson has been condemned, after regular 
trial by jury, to six months' treadmill, becmnse 
Harrison and Johnson were without a penny 
to procure evidence — who knows or cares 
about Harrison or Johnson? how can they 
make themselves heard T or in what way can 
they obtain redress 1 It worries rich and com- 
fortable people to hear the humanity of our 
penal laws called in question. There is talk 
of a society for employing discharged prison- 
ers : might not something be effected )>y a 
society instituted for the purpose of providing 
to poor prisoners a proper defence, and a due 
attendance of witnesses ? But we must hasten 
on from this disgraceful neglect of poor pri- 
soners, to the particular subject of complaint 
we have proposed to ourselves. 

The proposition is. That the prisoner aeeustd 
of felony ought to have thssams pomm of seket* 
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mtf counBd to ipeak for him om he has in casta 
ojfrt/uon and miMdemeanourt and aa defendants 
Mooe m aii dvii actions. 

Nothing can be done in any discussion upon 
sny point of law in England, without quoting 
Mr. Jnstice Blackstone. Mr. Justice Black- 
stone, we believe, generally wrote his Com- 
mcDtaries late in the evening, with a bottle 
of wine before him ; and little did he think, as 
etch sentence fell from the glass and pen, of 
tiie immense influence it might hereafter exer- 
cise npoo the laws and usages of his country. 
«'It is^ (says this favourite writer) ** not at adl 
of a piece with the rest of the humane treat- 
ment of prisoners by the English law; for upon 
what face of reason can that assistance be de- 
nied to save the life of a man, which yet is 
allowed him in prosecutions for every petty 
trespass 1" Nor, indeed, strictly speaking, is 
it a part of our ancient law ; for the Mirror, 
having observed the necessity of counsel in 
civil snits, yrho know how to forward and de- 
fend the caose by the rules of law and cus- 
toms of die realm, immediately subjoins ** and 
more necessary are they for defence upon in- 
dictment and appeals of felony, than upon any 
other venial crimes." To the authority of 
Blackstone may be added that of Sir John 
Hall* is HoUis's case ; of Sir Robert Atkyns, 
in Lord ^nsscU's case ; and of Sir Bartholo- 
mew Shower, in the arguments for a New 
Bill of Ri|^t8, in 1682. ''In the name of God," 
sajTS this judge, "what harm can accrue to the 
public in general, or to any man in particular, 
that, in cases of State-treason, counsel should 
not be allowed to the accused) What rule 
of jostice is there to warrant its denial, when, 
in a civil case of a halfpenny cake, he may 
plead either by himself or by his advocate 1 
That ttie court is counsel for the prisoner can 
be no effectual reason; for so they are for 
each party, that right may be done." — (Somer's 
TVodli, voL ii. p. 668.) In the trial of Thomas 
Rosewell, a dissentmg clergyman, for high 
treason in 1664, Jud^e Jeffries, in summing 
up, confessed to the jury, ** that he thought it 
a hard case, that a man should have counsel 
to defend Idmself for a twopenny trespass, 
and his witnesses be examined upon oath; 
but if he stole, committed murder or felony, 
nay, high treason, where life, estate, honour, 
and ail were concerned, that he should neither 
ha?e eonnsel, nor have his witnesses examin- 
ed upon oath."— /rotoe/r« State Trials, voL x. 
p. 807. 

There have been two capital errors in the 
criminal codes of feudal Europe, from which 
a great variety of mistake and injustice have 
proceeded; the one, a disposition to confound 
acensatton with guilt ; the other, to mistake a 
defence of prisoners accused by the crown, for 
disloyalty and disaffection to the crown ; and 
fram these errors our own code has been 
slowly and gradually recovering, by all those 
struggles and exertions which it always costs 
to reiaiove fdfy sanctioned by antiquity. In 
the eaiiy periods of our history, the accused 
person could oalT no evidence : — then, for a 
long time, his evidence against the king could 
not be examined upon oath ; consequently, he 



I might as well have produced none, as all the 
evidence against him was upon oath. Till 
the reign of Anne, no one accused of felony 
could produce witnesses upon oath; and the old 
practice was vindicated, in opposition to the new 
one, introduced under the statute of that day, on 
the grounds of humanity and tenderness to the 
prisoner! because, as his witnesses were not re- 
stricted by an oath, they were at liberty to indulge 
in simple falsehood as much as they pleased;-* 
so argued the blessed defenders of nonsense ia 
those days. Then it was ruled to be indecent 
and improper that counsel should be employed 
against the crown; and, therefore, the prisoner 
accused of treason could have no counseL In 
like manner, a party accused of felony could 
have no counsel to assist him in the triaL 
Counsel might indeed stay in the court, but 
apart from the prisoner, with whom they could 
have no communication. They were not 
allowed to put any question, or to suggest any 
doubtful point of law; but if the prisoner 
(likely to be a weak, unlettered- man) could 
himself suggest any doubt in matter of law, 
the court determined first if the question of 
law should be entertained, and then assigned 
counsel to argue it In those times, too, the 
Jury were punishable if they gave a false ver- 
dict against the king, but were not punishable 
if they gave a false verdict against the pri- 
soner. The preamble of the Act of 1696 runs 
thus, — ^" Whereas it is expedient that persons 
charged with high treason should make a full 
and sufficient defence." Might it not be altered 
io persons charged with any species or degree of 
crime P All these errors have given way to 
the force of truth, and to the power of common 
sense and common humanity— the Attorn^ 
and Solicitor General, for the time being, al- 
ways protesting against each alteration, and 
regularly and officially prophesying the utter 
destruction of the whole jurisprudence of Great 
Britain. There is no man now alive, perhaps, 
so utterly foolish, as to propose that prisoners 
should be prevented from producing evidence 
upon oath, and being heard by their counsel in 
cases of high treason; and yet it cost a strug- 
gle for seven sessions to get this measure 
through the two houses of Parliament. But 
mankind are much like the children they be- 
get — they always make wiy faces at what is 
to do them good ; and it is necessary some- 
times to hold the nose, and force the medicine 
down the throat. They enjoy the health and 
vigour consequent upon the medicine; but 
cuff the doctor, and sputter at his stuff! 

A most absurd argument was advanced in 
the honourable house, that the practice of em- 
ploying counsel would be such an expense to 
the prisoner ! — just as if any thing was so ex- 
pensive as being hanged ! What a fine topic 
for the ordinary! "You are going" (says that 
exquisite divine) " to be hanged to-morrow, it 
is true, but consider what a sum you have 
saved ! Mr. Scarlett or Mr. Brougham might 
certainly have presented arguments to tiie 
jury which would have insured your acquit 
tal ; but do you forget that gentlemen of their 
eminence must be recompensed by large fees, 
and that, if your life had been ea?r«d» ?|«i. 
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would actually have been ont of pocket above 
SOtI You will now die with the conscious- 
ness of having obeyed the dictates of a wise 
economy ; and with -a grateful reverence for 
the laws of your country, which prevents you 
from running into such unbounded expense — 
so let us now go to prayers." 

It is ludicrous enough to recollect, when the 
employment of counsel is objected to on ac- 
count of the expense to the prisoner, that the 
tame merciful law which, to save the prison- 
er's money, has denied him counsel, and pro- 
duced his conviction, seizes upon all his sav- 
ings the moment he is convicted. 

Of all false and foolish dietoj the most trite 
and the most absurd is that which asserts that 
Uie judge is counsel for the prisoner. We do 
Dot hesitate to. say that this is merely an un- 
meaning phrase, invented to defend a perni- 
cious abuse. The judge cannot be counsel for 
the prisoner, ought not io be counsel for the 
prisoner, never is counsel for the prisoner. 
To force an ignorant man into a court of jus- 
tice, and to tell him that the judge is his coun- 
sel, appears to us quite as fooUsh as to set a 
hungry man down to his meals, and to tell 
him that the table was his dinner. In the first 
place, a counsel should always have private 
and previous communication with the pri- 
soner, which the judge, of course, cannot have. 
The prisoner reveals to his counsel how far 
he is guilty, or he is not ; states to him all the 
circumstances of his case — and might often 
enable his advocate, if his advocate were 
allowed to speak, to explain a long string of 
circumstantial evidence, in a manner favour- 
able to the innocence of his client. Of all 
these advantages, the judge, if he had every 
disposition to befriend the prisoner, is of 
course deprived. Something occurs to a pri- 
soner in the course of the cause ; he suggests 
it in a whisper to his counsel, doubtful if it is 
a wise point to urge or not. His counsel 
thinks it of importance, and would urge it, if 
. his mouth were not shut Can a prisoner 
have this secret communication with a judge, 
and take his advice, whether or not he, the 
judge, shall mention it to the jury? The 
counsel has (after all the evidence has been 
given) a bad opinion of his client's case ; but 
he suppresses that opinion ; and it is his duty 
to do 80. He is not to decide ; that is the pro- 
vince of the jury: and, in spite of his own 
opinion — ^his client may be innocent He is 
brought there (or would be brought there if 
the privilege of speech were allowed) for the 
express purpose of saying all that could be 
said on one side of the question. He is a 
weight in one scale, and some one else holds 
the balance. This is the way in which truth 
is elicited in civil, and would be in criminal 
cases. But does the Judge ever assume the 
appearance of believing a prisoner to be in- 
nocent whom he thinks to be guilty 1 If the 
prisoner atWances inconclusive or weak argu- 
ments, does not the judge say they are weak 
and inconclusive, and does he not often sum 
up against his own client 1 How then is he 
counsel for the prisoner? If the counsel for 
i/fe pn'soner were to see a strong point, which 



the counsel for the prosecution had missed, 
would he supply the deficiency of his antago- 
nist, and urge what had been neglected to be 
urged? But is it not the imperious duty of 
the judge to do so ? How then can these two 
functionaries stand in the same- relation to the 
prisoner? In fact the only meaning of the 
phrase is this, that the judge will not suffer 
any undue advantage to be taken of the igno- 
rance and helplessness of the prisoner — ^that 
he will point out .any evidence orcircumstance 
in his favour — and see that equal justice is 
done to both parties. But in this sense he is 
as much the counsel of the prosecutor as of 
the prisoner. This is all the judge can do, or 
even pretends to do ; but he can have no pre- 
vious communication with the prisoner — he 
can have no confidential communication in 
court with the prisoner before he sums up; he 
cannot fling the whole weight of his under- 
standing into the opposite scale against the 
counsel for the prosecution> and produce that 
collision of faculties, which, in all other cases 
but those of felony, is supposed to be the hap- 
piest method of arriving at truth. Baron Gar- 
row, in his charge to the grand jury at Exeter, 
on the 16th of August, 1824, thus expressed 
his opinion of a judge being counsel for the 
prisoner. '' It has been said, and truly said, 
that in criminal courts, judges we^e counsel 
for the prisoners. So undoubtedly they were, 
as far as they could to prevent undue preju- 
dice, to guard against improper influence be- 
ing excited against prisoners ; but it was im- 
possible for Siem to go farther tiban this ; for 
they could not suggest the course of defence 
prisoners ought to pursue; for judges only 
saw the depositions so short a time before the 
accused appeared at the bar of their country, 
that it was quite impossible for them to act 
fully in that capacity." The learned Baron 
might have added, that it would be more cor* 
rect to call the judge.counsel for the prosecu- 
tion ; for his only previous instructions were 
the depositions for the prosecution, from which, 
in the absence of counsel, he examined the evi- 
dence against the prisoner. On the prisoner's 
behalf he had no instructions at all. 

Can any thing, then, be more flagrantly and 
scandalously unjust, than, in a long case of 
circumstantial evidence, to refuse to a prisoaer 
the benefit of counsel ? A foot-mark, a word, 
a sound, a tool dropped, all gave birth to the 
most ingenious inferences ; and the counsel 
for the prosecution is so far from being blame- 
able for entering into all these things, that they 
are all essential to the detection of guilt, an4 
they are all links of a long and intricate chain : 
but if a close examination into, and a logical 
statement of, all these circumstances be neces- 
sary for the establishment of guilt, is not the 
same closeness of reasoning and the same 
logical statement necessary for the establish- 
ment of innocence ? If justice cannot be done to 
society without the intervention of a pi^ctised 
and ingenious mind, who may connect all .hese 
links together, and make them clear to the «:p- 
prehension of a jury, ran justice be done u 
the prisoner, unless similar practice and simi- 
lar ingenuity ar6 employed to d«>tect the flaws 
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of the cliaiD, and to point oat the disconnection 
of the circnmstances 1 

Is there any one gentleman in the House of 
Commons, who, in yielding his vote to this 
paltry and perilous fallacy of the judge being 
eoonsel for the prisoner, does not feel, that, 
were he himself a criminal, he would prefer 
almost any counsel at tbe bar, to the tender 
mercies of the judge ? ilow strange that any 
man who could make his election would 
eagerly and diligently surrender this exquisite 
pmrilege, and addict himself to the perilous 
practice of giving fees to counsel 1 Nor let 
as forget, in considering judges as counsel for 
the prisoner, that there have been such men as 
Chief Justice Jeffries, Mr. Justice Page, and 
Mr. Justice Alybone, and that, in bad times, 
such men may reappear. ** If you do not allow 
me counsel, my lords (says Lord Lovat), it is 
impossible for me to make any defence, by 
reason of my infirmity. I do not see, I do not 
hear. I come up to the bar at the hazard of my 
life. I have fainted several times, I have been 
up so early, ever since four o*cIock this morn- 
ing. I therefore ask for assistance; and if you 
do not allow me counsel, or such aid as is ne- 
cessary, it will be impossible for me to make 
any defence at alL** Though Lord Lovat's 
guilt was evident, yet the managers of the im- 
peachment felt so strongly the injustice which 
was done, that, by the hands of Sir W. Young, 
the chief manager, a bill was brought into par- 
liament, to allow counsel to persons impeached 
by that house, which was not previously the 
case; so that the evil is already done away 
with, in a great measure, to persons of rank: 
if so happens in legislation, when a gentleman 
soffi^rs, public attention is awakened to the evil 
of laws. Every man who makeii laws says, 
"This may l>e my case:" bat it requires the 
repeated efforts of humane men, or, as Mr. 
North calls them, dilettanti philosophers, to 
awaken the attention of lawmakers to evils 
from which they are themselves exempt. We 
do not say this to make the leaders of mankind 
unpopular, but to rouse their earnest attention 
in cases where the poor only are concerned, 
and where neither good nor evil can happen to 
themselves. 

A great stress is laid upon the moderation 
of the opening counsel ; that is, he does not 
conjure the farmers in the jury-box, by the love 
which they bear to their children — he does not 
declaim upon blood*guiltiness— rhe does not 
describe the death of Abel by Cain, the first 
murderer — he does not describe scattered 
brains, ghastly wounds, pale features, and hair 
clotted with gore — he does not do a thousand 
things, which are not in English taste, and 
which it would be very foolish and very vulgar 
to do. We readily allow all this. But yet, if 
it be a cause of importance, it is essentially 
necessary to our counsellor's reputation that 
his man should be hnng! And accordingly, 
with a very calm voice, and composed manner, 
and with many expressions of candour, he sets 
himself to comment astutely upon the circum- 
stances. Distant events are immediately con- 
nected; meaning is given to insignificant facts ; 
new motives arc ascribed to innocent actions ; 



farmer gives way after farmer in the jury-box ; 
and a rope of eloquence is woven round the 
prisoner's neck ! Every one is delighted with 
the talents of the advocate; and because there- 
has been no noise, no violent action, and no 
consequent perspiration, he is praised for his 
candour and forbearance, and the lenity of oui 
laws is the theme of universal approbation. 
In the mean time, the speech-mi^er and the 
prisoner know better. 

We should be glad to know of any nation in 
the world, taxed by kings, or even imagined by 
poets (except the English), who have refused 
to prisoners the benefit of counsel. Why is 
the voice of humanity heard every where else, 
and disregarded here ? In Scotland, the accused 
have not only counsel to speak for them, bat a 
copy of the indictment, and a list of the wit- 
nesses. In France, in the Netherlands, in the 
whole of Europe, counsel aire allotted as a 
matter of course. Every where else but here, 
accusation is considered as unfavourable to 
the exercise of human faculties. It is admitted 
to be that crisis in which, above all others, an 
unhappy man wants the aid of eloquence, wis- 
dom, and coolness. In France, the Napoleon 
code has provided not only that counsel should 
be allowed to the prisoner, but that, as with us in 
Scotland, his counsel should have the last word. 

It is a most affecting moment in a court of 
justice, when the evidence has all been heard, 
and the judge asks the prisoner what he has to 
say in his defence. The prisoner, who has Qay 
great exertions, perhaps of his friends) saved 
up money enough to procure counsel, sajrs to 
the judge, ** that he leaves his defence to his 
counsel." We have often blushed for English 
humanity to hear the reply. ** Your counsel 
cannot speak for you, you must speak for 
yourself; and this is the reply given to a poor 
girl of eighteen — to a foreigner— to a deaf 
man — to a stammerer — to the sick — ^to the fee- 
ble — to the old—to the most abject and ignorant 
of human beings ! It is a reply, we must say, 
at which common sense and common feeling 
revolt :— for it is full of brutal cruelty, and of 
base inattention, of those who make laws, to 
the happiness of those for whom laws were 
made. We wonder that any jnrjrman can con- 
vict under such a shocking violation of all 
natural justice. The iron age of Clovis and 
Clotlaire can produce no more atrocious viola- 
tion of every good feeling, and every good 
principle. Can a sick man find strength and 
nerves to speak before a large assembly 1 — can 
an ignorant man find words? — can a low man 
find confidence ! Is not he afraid of becoming 
an object of ridicule ?— «an he believe that his 
expressions will be understood 1 How often 
have we seen a poor wretch, struggling against 
the agonies of his spirit, and the rudeness of 
his conceptions, an** his awe of better dressed 
men and better taught men, and the shame 
which the accusation has brought upon hia 
head, and the sight of his parents and children 
gazing at him in the court, for the last time, 
perhaps, and after a long absence 1 The 
mariner sinking in the wave does not want a 
helping hand more than does this poor wretch. 
But help is denied to all ! Age cannot haTe U» 
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nor Ignorance, nor the modesty of women ! 
One hard, UDcharitable rale silences the de- 
fenders of th«^ wretched, in the worst of human 

' evils ; and at the bitterest of human moments, 
mercy is blotted out from the ways of men ! 

Suppose a crime to have been committed 
under the inflaence of insanity; is the insane 
man, now convalescent, to plead his own 
insanity? — to offer arguments to show that he 
must have been mad ? — and, by the glimmer- 
ings of his returning reason, to prove that, at a 
former period, that same reason was utterly 
extinct ? These are the cruel situations into 
which judges and courts of justice are thrown 
by the present state of the law. 

There is a judge now upon the bench, who 
never took away the life of a fellow creature 
without shutting himself tip alone and giving 
die most profound attention to every circum- 
stance of the case! and this solemn act he 
always premises with his own beautiful prayer 
ko God, that he will enlighten him with his 
Divine Spirit in the exercise of this terrible 
privilege ! Now would it not be an immense 
satisfaction to this feeling and honourable ma- 
Ifistrate, to be sure that every witness on the 
side of the prisoner had been heard, and that 
every argument which could be urged in his 
favour had been brought forward, by a man 
whose duty it was to see only on one side of 
the questii«n, and whose interest and reputation 
were thorooghly embarked in this partial exer- 
tion ? If a judge fails to get at the truth, aAer 
these instruments of investigation are used, his 
failure must be attributed to the limited powers 

' of man — not to the want of good inclination, 
or wise institutions. We are surprised that 
such a measure does not come into Parliament, 
with the strong recommendation of the judges. 
It is surely better to be a day longer on the cir- 
cuit, than to murder rapidly in ermine. 

It is argued, that, among the various pleas 
for mercy that are offered, no prisoner has ever 
urged to the secretary of state the disadvantage 
of having no counsel to plead for him ; but a 
prisoner who dislikes to undergo his sentence, 
naturally addresses to those who can reverse 
it such arguments only as will produce, in the 
opinion of the referee, a pleasing effect. He 
does not therefore find fault with the established 
system of jurisprudence, but brings forward 
facts and arguments to prove his own inno- 
cence. Besides, how few people there are who 
can elevate themselves from the acquiescence 
in what is, to the consideration of what ought to 
be; and if they could do so, the way to get rid 
of a punishment is not (as we have just ob- 
served) to say, " You have no right to punish 
me in this manner,'* but to say, ** I am innocent 
of the offence." The fraudulent baker at Con- 
stantinople, who is about to be baked to death 
in his own oven, does not complain of the se- 
verity of baking bakers, but promises to use 
more flour and less fraud. 

Whence comes it (we should like to ask Sir 
John Singleton Copley, who seems to dread so 
much the conflicts of talent in criminal cases) 
that a method of getting at truth which is found 
so serviceable in civil cases, should be so much 
objected to in criminal cases? Would you 



have all this wrangling and bickering, it is 
asked, and contentious eloquence, when the 
life of a man is concerned ? Why not, as well 
as when his property is concerned? It is 
either a good means of doing justice, or :t is- 
not, that two understandings should be put in 
opposition to each other, and that a third should 
decide between them. Does this open every 
view which can bear upon the question ? Does 
it in the most effectual manner watch the judge^ 
detect perjury, and sift evidence 1 If not, wny 
is it suffered to disgrace our civil institniions ? 
If it effect all these objects, why is it not incor- 
porated into our criminal law ? Of what im- 
portance is a little disgust at professional tricks, 
if the solid advantage gained is a nearer ap- 
proximation to truth ? Can any thing be more 
preposterous than this preference of taste to 
justice, and of solemnity to truth? What an 
eulogium of a trial to say, " I am by no means 
satisfied that the jury were right in finding the 
prisoner guilty; but every thing was carried 
on with the utmost decorum. The verdict was 
wrong; but there was the most perfect pro- 
priety and order in the proceedings. The man 
will be unfairly hanged ; but all was genteel!" 
If solemnity is what is principally wanted in a 
court of justice, we had better study the man- 
ners of the old Spanish Inquisition; but if 
battles with the judge, and battles among the 
counsel, are the best method, as they certainly 
are, of getting at the truth, better tolerate this 
philosophical Billingsgate, than persevere, be- 
cause the life of a man is at stake, in solemn 
and polished injustice. 

Why would it not be just as wise and equita- 
ble to leave the defendant without counsel in 
civil cases — and to tell him that the judge was 
his counsell And if the reply is to produce 
such injurious effects as are anticipated upon 
the minds of the jury in criminal cases, why 
not in civil cases also? In twenty-eight cases 
out of thirty, the verdict in civil cases is cor- 
rect ; in the two remaining cases, the error 
may proceed from other causes than the right 
of reply; and yet the right of reply has existed 
in all. In a vast majority of cases, the verdict 
is for the plaintiff, not because there is a right 
of reply, but because he who has it in his 
power to decide whether he will go to law or 
not, and resolves to expose himself to the 
expense and trouble of a lav suit, has probably 
a good foundation for his claim. Nobody, of 
course, can intend to say that the majority of 
verdicts in favour of plaintiffs are against jus- 
tice, and merely attributable to the advantage 
of a last speech. If this were the case, the 
sooner advocates are turned out of court the 
better — and then the improvement of both civil 
and criminal law would be an abolition of all 
speeches ; for those who dread the effect of the 
last word upon the fate of the prisoner, must 
remember that there is at present always a last 
speech against the prisoner ; for, as the counsel 
for the prosecution cannot be replied to, iUi is 
the last speech. 

There is certainly this difference between a 
civil and a criminal case — that in one a new 
trial can be granted, in the other not. But you 
must first make up your mind whether this 
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system of contentions investigation by opposite 
advocates is or is not the best method of getting 
al trath : if it be, the more irremediable the 
decision, the more powerfal and perfect should 
be the means of deciding ; and then it would 
be a less oppression if the civil defendant were 
^teprived of counsel than the criminal prisoner. 
When an error has been committed, the ad- 
vantage is greater to the latter of these per- 
sons Uian to the former ; — the criminal is not 
tried again, bnt pardoned ; while the civil de- 
ftndant most ran the chance of another jury. 

If the effect of reply, and the contention of 
eonnsel, have all these baneful consequences 
tn felony, why not also in misdemeanour and 
bigh treason t Half the cases at sessions are 
cases of misdemeanonr, where counsel are em- 
ployed, and half-informed justices preside in- 
stead of learned judges. There are no com- 
plaints of the unfairness of verdicts, though 
there are every now and then of the severity 
of piraishments. Now, if the reasoning of Mr. 
Lamb's opponents were true, the disturbing 
force of the prisoner's counsel mustfling every 
thing into confusion. The court for misde- 
meanours must be a scene of riot and per- 
plexity ; and the detection and punishment of 
crime must be utterly impossible : and yet in 
the verv teeth of these objections, such courts 
of justice are just as orderly in one set .of 
Offices as the other ; and the conviction of a 
guilty person just as certain and as easy. 

The prosecutor (if this system were altered) 
trould have the choice of counsel ; so he has 
now— with this difference, that, at present, his 
counsel cannot be answered nor opposed. It 
would be better, in all cases, if two men of 
exactly equal talent could be opposed to each 
other; but as this is impossible, the system 
must be taken with this inconvenience; bat 
there can be no inequality between counsel so 
great as that between any counsel and the 
prisoner pleading for himself. "It has been 
lately my lot," says Mr. Denman, •• to try two 
prisoners who were deaf and dumb, and who 
could only be made to understand what was 
passing by the signs of their friends. The 
cases were clear and simple ; but if they had 
been circumstantial cases, in what a situation 
would the judge and jury be placed, when the 
prisoner could have no counsel to plead for 
him." — Debatti of the Houte of Commofis, Jfpril 
25, 1826. 

The folly of being counsel for yourself is so 
notorious in civil cases, that it has grown into 
a proverb. But the cruelty of the law compels 
a man, in criminal cases, to be guilty of a 
much greater act of folly, and to trust his life 
to an advocate, who, by the common sense of 
mankind, is pronounced to be inadequate to 
defend the possession of an acre of land. 

In all cases it must be supposed, that rea- 
sonably convenient instruments are selected to 
effect the purpose in view. A judge may be 
commonly presumed to understand his profes- 
sion, and a jury to have a fair allowance of 
common sense; but the objectors to the im- 
provement we recommend appear to make no 
such suppositions. Counsel are always to make 
flashy addresses to the passions. Juries are to 
32 



be so much struck with them, that they are 
always to acquit or to condemn, contrary to 
justice { and judg^es are always to be so biassed^ 
that they are to fling themselves rashly into the 
opposite scale against the prisoner. Many 
cases of misdemeanour consign a man to in* 
famy, and cast a blot upon his posterity. 
Judges and juries must feel these cases as 
strongly as any cases of felony; and yet, in 
spite of this, and in spite of the free permis- 
sion of counsel. to speak, they preserve their 
judgment, and command their feelings sur- 
prisingly. Oenerally speaking, we believe none 
of these evils would take place. Trumpery 
declamation would be considered as discredit- 
able to the counsel, and would be disregarded 
by the jury. The judge and jury (as in civil 
cases) would gain the habit of looking to the 
facts, selecting the arguments, and coming to 
reasonable conclusions. It is so in all other 
countries— and it would be so in this. But the 
vigilance of the judge is to relax, if there is 
counsel for the prisoner. Is, then, the relaxed 
vigilance of the judges complained of, in higb 
treason, in misdemeanour, or in civil cases! 
This appears to us really to shut up the debate^ 
and to preclude reply. Why is the practice so 
good in all other cases, and so pernicious ill 
felony alone? This question has never re- 
ceived even the shadow of an answer. Thert 
is no one objection against the allowance of 
counsel to prisoners in felony, which does not 
apply to them in all cases. If the vigilance 
of judges depend upon this injustice to the 
prisoner, then, the greater injustice to the 
prisoner, the more vigilance ; and so the true 
method of perfecting the Bench would be, to 
deny the prisoner the power of calling wiu 
nesses, and to increase as much as possible 
the disparity between the accuser and the 
accused. We hope men are selected for thi 
Judgtt of Itrael^ whose vigilance depends upon 
better and higher principles. 

There are three methods of arranging a 
trial, as to the mode of employing counsel- 
that both parties should have counsel, or nei- 
ther—or only one. The first method is the 
best ; the second is preferable to the last ; and 
the last, which is our present system, is the 
worst possible. If counsel were denied to 
either of the parties, if it Ibe necessary that 
any system of jurispradence should be dis- 
gnced by such an act of injustice, they should 
rather be denied to the prosecutor than to the 
prisoner. 

But the most singular caprice of the law 
is, that counsel are permitted in very high 
crimes, and in very small crimes, and oi- 
nied in crimes of a sort of medium descrip- 
tion. In high treason, where you mean to 
murder Loni Liverpool, and to levy war 
against the people, and to blow up the two 
houses of Parliament, all the lawyers of West- 
minster Hall may talk themselves dry, and the 
jury deaf. Lord Eldon, when at the bar, hae 
been heard for nine hours on such subjects. 
If, instead of producing the destrucnon of flro 
thousand people, you are indicted for the mur- 
der of one person, here human faculties, fVoni 
the diminution of guilt, are supposed to be so 
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clear and so tmcIoTided, that the prisoner is 
quite adequate to make his own defence, and 
no counsel are allowed. Take it then upon 
that principle ; and let the rule, and the reason 
of it, pass as sufficient. But if, instead of 
murdering the man, you have only libelled 
him, then, for some reason or another, though 
utterly unknown to us, the original imbecility 
of faculties in accused persons i respected, 
and counsel are allowed. Was ever such non- 
sense defended by public men in grave assem- 
blies 1 The prosecutor, too (as Mr. Horace 
Twiss justly observes), can either allow or 
disallow counsel, by selecting his form of pro- 
secution ; — as where a mob has assembled to 
repea],by riot and force, some unpopular statute, 
and certain persons had continued in that as- 
sembly for more than an hour after proclama- 
tion to disperse. That might be treated as 
levying war against the kmg, and then the 
prisoner would be entitled to receive (as Lord 
George Gordon did receive) the benefit of 
<Mninsel. It might also be treated as a sedi- 
tious riot; then it would be a misdemeanour, 
and counsel would still be allowed. But if 
government had a mind to destroy the prisoner 
effectually, they have only to abstain from the 
charge of treason, and to introduce into the 
indictment the aggravation, that the prisoner 
had continued with the mob for an hour after 
proclamation to disperse ; this is a felony, the 
prisoner's life is in jeopardy, and counsel are 
effectually excluded. It produces, in many 
other cases disconnected with treason, the 
most scandalous injustice. A receiver of 
stolen goods, who employs a young girl to rob 
her master, may be tried for the misdemea- 
nour; the young girl taken afterwards would 
be tried for the felony. The receiver would 
be punishable only with fine, imprisonment, 
or whipping, and he could have counsel to 
defend him. The girl indicted for felony, and 
liable to death, would enjoy no such advantage. 

In the comparison between felony and trea- 
son, there are certainly some arguments why 
counsel should be allowed in felony rather 
than in treason. Persons accused of treason 
are generally persons of education and rank, 
accustomed to assemblies, and to public speak- 
ing, while men accused of felony are com- 
monly of the lowest of the people. If it be 
true, that judges, in cases of high treason, are 
more liable to be influenced by the crown, and 
to lean against the prisoner, this cannot apply 
to cases of misdemeanour, or to the defendants 
in civil cases; but if it be necessary, that 
judges should be watched in political cases, 
how often are cases of felony connected with 
political disaffection? Every judge, too, has 
his idiosyncrasies, which require to be watched. 
Some hate Dissenters — some mobs; some 
have one weakness, some another; and the 
ultimate truth is, that no court of justice is 
safe, unless there is some one present whose 
occupation and interest it is to watch the safe- 
ly of the prisoner. Till then, no man of right 
feeling can be easy at the administration of 
justice, and the punishment of death. 

T'yo men are accused of one offence ; the 
#M7^ thxterouM, bold, subtile, gifted with speech, 



and remarkable for presence of mind; tho 
other timid, hesitating, and confused — is there 
any reason why the chances of these two men 
for- acquittal should be, as they are, so very 
different 1 Inequalities there will be in the 
means of defence under the best sjrstem, but 
there is no occasion the law should make 
these greater than they are left by chance or 
nature. 

But (it is asked) what- practical injustice is 
done— what practical evil is there in the pre- 
sent system 1 The great object of all law is, 
that the guilty should be punished, and that 
the innocent should be acquitted. A very 
great majority of prisoners, we admit, are 
guilty — and so clearly guilty, that we believe 
they would be found guilty under any system ; 
but among the number of those who are tried, 
9ome are innocent, and the chance of establish- 
ing their innocence is very much diminished 
by the privation of counseL In the course 
of twenty or thirty years, among the whole 
mass of English prisoners, we believe many 
are found guilty who are innocent, and who 
would not have been found guilty, if an able 
and intelligent man had watched over their 
interest, and represented their case. If this 
happen only to two or three every year, it is 
quite a sufficient reason why the law should 
be altered. That such cases exist we finnly 
believe; and this is the practical evil — ^per- 
ceptible to men of sense and reflection ; but 
not likely to become the subject of general 
petition. To ask why there are not peti- 
tion s-;-why the evil is not more noticed, is 
mere' parliamentary froth and ministerial 
juggling. Gentlemen are rarely hung. If 
they were so, there would be petitions without 
end for counsel. The creatures exposed to 
the cruelties and injustice of tke law are 
dumb creatures, who feel the evil without be- 
ing able to express their feeling. Besides, 
the question is not, whether the evil is foimd 
out, but whether the evil exisL MThoever 
thinks it is an evil, should vote against it, 
whether the sufferer from the injustice dis- 
cover it to be an injustice, or whether he suffer 
in ignorant silence. When the bill was en- 
acted, which allowed counsel for treason, there 
was not a petition from one end of England 
to the other. Can there be a more shocldng 
answer from the ministerial bench, than to 
say. For real evil we care nothing— only for 
detected evil 1 We will set about curing any 
wrong which aff*ects our popularity and power: 
but as to any other evil, we wait till the peo- 
ple find it out ; and, in the mean time, commit 
such evils to the care of Mr. George Lamb, 
and of Sir James Mackintosh. We are sure 
so good a man as Mr. Peel can never feel in 
this manner. 

Howard devoted himself to his country. It 
was a noble example. Let two gentlemen on 
the ministerial side of the house (we only ask 
for two) commit some crimes, which will ren- 
der their execution a matter of painful neces- 
sity. Let them feel, and report to the house, 
all the injustice and inconvenience of having 
neither a copy of the .indictment, nor a list of 
witnesses, nor counsel to dr fend them. We 
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will yeotore to saj, that the evidence of two 
such persons would do more for the improve- 
ment of the criminal law, than all the orations 
of Mr. Lamb or the lucubrations of Beccaria. 
Such evidence would save time, and bring the 
question to an issue. It is a great du^, and 
ought to be fulfilled — and, in ancient Kome, 
would have been fulfilled. 

The opponents always forget that Mr. Lamb's 
plan it not to compel prisoners to have counsel, 
out to allow them to have counsel, if they choose 
to do so. Depend upon it, as Dr. Johnson 
says, when a man is jp^oing to be hanged, his 
faculties are wonderfully concentrated. If it 
be really true, as the defenders of Mumptimu* 
observe, that the judge is the best counsel for 
the prisoner, the prisoner will soon learn to 
employ him, especially as his lordship works 
without fees. All that we want is an option 
given to the prisoner — ^that a man, left to adopt 
his own means of defence in every trifling 
civil right, may have the same power of se- 
lecting his own auxiliaries for higher interests. 

But nothing can be more unjust than to 
speak of judges, as if they were of one stan- 
dard, and one heart and head pattern. The 
great majority of judges, we have no doubt, 
are upright and pure ; but some have been 
selected for flexible politics — ^some are pas- 
sionate — some are in a harry — &ome are vio- 
lent churchmen — some resemble ancient fe- 
males — some have the gout — some are eighty 
years old— some are blind, deaf, and have lost 
the power of smelling. All one to the unhappy 
prisoner — he has no choice. 

It is impossible to put so gross an insult 
upon judges, jurymen, grand jurymen, or any 
person connected with the administration of 
justice, as to suppose that the longer time to 
be taken up by speeches of counsel constitutes 
the grand bar to the proposed alteration. If 
three hours would acquit a man, and he is 
hanged because he is only allowed two hours 
for his defence, the poor man is as much mur- 
dered as if his throat had been cut before he 
came into court. If twelve judges cannot do 
the most perfect justice, other twelve must be 
appointed. Strange administration of criminal 
law, to adhere obstinately to an inadequate 
number of judges, and to refuse any improve- 
ment which is incompatible with this arbitrary 
and capricious enactment. Neither is it quite 
certain that the proposed alteration would cre- 
ate a greater demand upon the time of the 
court. At present the counsel makes a defence 
by long cross-examinations and examinations 
in chief of the witnesses, and the judge allows 
a greater latitude than he would do, if the 
counsel of the prisoner were permitted to 
speak. The counsel by these oblique methods, 
and by staling false points of law for the ex- 
press purpose of introducing facts, endeavours 
to obviate the injustice of the law, and takes 
up more time by this oblique, than he would do 
by a direct defence. But the best answer to 
this objection of time (which, if true, is no ob- 
jection at all) is, that as many misdemeanours 
as felonies are tried in a given time, though 
counsel are allowed in the former, and not in 
the latter case. 



One excuse for the absence of counsel is, 
that the evidence upon which the prisoner is 
convicted is always so clear, that the counsel 
cannot gainsay it. This is mere absurdity. 
There is not, and cannot be, any such rule. 
Many a man has been hung upon a string of 
circumstantial evidence, which not only very 
ingenious men, but very canditl and judicious 
men, might criticise and call in question. If 
no one were found guilty but upon such evi- 
dence as would not admit of a doubt, half the 
crimes in the world would be unpunished. 
This dictum, by which the present practice has 
oAen been defended, was adopted by XK>rd 
Chancellor Nottingham. To the lot of this < 
chancellor, however, it fell to pass sentence of 
death upon Lord Stafibrd, whom (as Mr. Den- 
man justly observes) no court of justice, not 
even the house of lords (constituted as it was 
in those days), could have put to death, if he 
had had counsel to defend him. 

To improve the criminal law of England, 
and to make it really deserving of the incessant 
eulogium which is lavished upon it, we would 
assimilate trials for felony to trials for high 
treason. The prisoner should not only have 
counsel, but a copy of the indictment and a 
list of the witnesses, many days antecedent to 
the trial. It is in the highest degree unjust 
that I should not see and study the description 
of the crime with which I am charged, if the 
most scrupulous exactness be required in that 
instrument which charges me with crime. If 
the place where, the time whtn, and the manner 
how, and the persons by whom, must all be 
specified with the most perfect accuracy, if any 
deviation from this accuracy is fatal, the pri- 
soner, or his legal advisers, should ha^e a full 
opportunity of judging whether the scruples 
of the law have been attended to in the forma- 
tion of the indictment ; and they ought not to 
be confined to the hasty and imperfect con- 
sideration which can be given to an indictment 
exhibited for the first time in court. Neither 
is it possible for the prisoner to repel accusa- 
tion till he knows who is to be brought against 
him. He may see suddenly, stuck up in the 
witness's box, a man who has been writing 
him letters, to extort money from the threat of 
evidence he could produce. The character t>f 
such a witness would be destroyed in a mo- 
ment, if the letters were produced; and the 
letters would have been produced, of <2ourse, 
if the prisoner had imagined such a person 
would have been brought forward by the pro- 
secutor. It is utterly impossible for a pri- 
soner to know in what way he may be assailed, 
and against what species of attacks he i% to 
guard. Conversations may be brought against 
him which he has forgotten, and to which he 
could (upon notice) have given another colour 
and complexion. Actions are made to bear 
upon his case, which (if he had known they 
would have been referred to) might have been 
explained in the most satisfactory manner. 
Ail these modes of attack are pointed out by 
the list of witnesses transmitted to the prisoner, 
and he has time to prepare his answer, as it is 
perfectly just he should have. This is justice, 
when a prisoner has ample means of compel. 
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[EDzmnmaB Rktixw, 18S7.] 



Ir a poor man were to accept a gainer ^poo 
Ao condition that he spoke all the evil he coald 
of aiSother whom he believed to be innocent, 
and whose imprisonment he knew he shonld 
prolong, and whose privations he knew he 
ihoold increase bj his false testimony, woold 
not the person so hired be one of the worst and 
basest of hnman beings! And wonid not his 
gnilt be aggravated, if, up to the momen^f re- 
ceiving his aettdafnoj he had spoken in terms 
of high praise of the person wnom he snbse- 
qnentljr accused 1 Would not the latter feature 
of the case prove him to be as much without 
shame as the former evinced him to be without 
principle 1 Would the guilt be less, if the person 
so hired were a man of education 1 Would it be 
less if he were above want ? Would it be less, if 
the profession and occupation of his life were to 
decide men's rights, or to teach them morals and 
religioni Would it be less by the splendour of the 
bri^ ? Does a bribe of 3000/. leave a man in- 
nocent, whom a bribe of 30/. would cover with 
infamy 1 You are of a mature period of life, 
when the opinions of an hohest man ought to 
be, and are fixed. On Monday you were a bar- 
rister or a country clergyman, a serious and 
temperate friend to religious liberty and Catho- 
lic emancipation. In a few weeks from this 
time you are a bishop, or a dean, or a judge — 
pnblishmg and speaking charges and sermons 
against the poor Oalholics, and explaining 
away this sale of your soul by every species 
of falsehood, afaabbiness, and equivocation. 
Yon may earry a bit of ermine on your shoul- 
der, or hide the lower moiety of the body in a 
silken petticoat— and men may call yon Mr. 
Dean, or My Lord; but you have sold your 
honour and your conscience for money ; and, 
though better paid, you are as base as the 
witness who stands at the door of the judg- 
ment-hall, to swear whatever the suborner will 
put into his mouth, and to receive whatever he 
will put in his pocket.-|^ 

When soldiers exercise, there stands a goodly 
portly person out of the ranks, upon whom all 
eyes are directed, and whose signs and motions, 
in the performance of the manual exercise, all 
the soldiers follow. The Germans, we believe, 
call him a Flugelman, We propose Lord Nu- 
gent as a political flugelman ; — ^he is always 
consistent, plain and honest, steadily and 

•l,A PUin SlaUment in •upport oftk$ Politick CMmb 
of the lUmmn Catholies; in a Letur to the Rev. Sir Oeorjt 
Lm, Burt. By Lord Nagent, Member of Parlimmenl ^r 
AylMbury. London, Hookham. 1826. 

9. jf UtUr to FUeonnt MUton, M P. By One of hit 
Conftitnenta. London, Ridf way. 1837. 

3. Charge b J a» tr.hbiohop of Catkel. Dublin, Milli- 
ken. 
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made thia rhange from baae motiTea; it la equally fhr 
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straightly pursuing his object without hope ot 
fear, under the influence of good feelings and 
high principle. The House of Commons does 
not contain within its walls a more honest, up* 
right man. 

We seize upon the opportunity which this 
able pamphlet of his lordship affords us, to 
renew our attention to the Catholic question. 
There is little new to be said ; but we must not 
be silent, or, in these days of baseness and ter« 
gf versation, we shall be supposed to have de- 
serted our friend the Pope ; and they will say 
of us, Protiant venaki apnd Lambeth et WhittkaXL 
Ood forbid it should ever be said of us with 
justice — it is pleasant to loll and roll, and to 
accumulate — to be a purple and fine linen man,, 
and to be called by some of those nicknames 
which firail and ephemeral beings are so fond 
of accumulating upon each other; — ^but the 
best thing of all is to live like honest men, and 
to add something to the cause of liberality, jus- 
tice, and truth. 

The Letter to Lord Milton is very well and 
very pleasantly written. We were delighted 
with the liberality and candonr of the Arch- 
bishop of Cashel. The charge is in the high- 
est degree creditable to him. He must lay his 
account for the furious hatred of bigots, and 
the incessant gnawing of rats. 

There are many men who (thoroughly aware 
that the Catholic question must be ultimately . 
carried) delay their acquiescence till the last 
moment, and wait till the moment of peril and 
civil war before they yield. That this moment 
is not quite so remote as was supposed a 
twelvemonth since, the events now passing in 
the world seem to afford the strongest prood 
The truth is, that the disaffected state of Ireland 
is a standing premium for war with every cabi- 
net in Europe which has the most distant in- 
tention of quarrelling with this country for any 
other cause. ** If toe are to go to war, let ue do to 
when the diteonterUt of Ireland are at their gretdett 
height, before any epirU of etmcemon hat been thown 
by the Britith cabinet,^ Does any man imagine 
that so plain and obvious a principle has not 
been repeatedly urged on the French cabinet? 
— that the eyes of the Americans are shut upon 
the state of Ireland — and that that great and 
ambitious republic will not, in case of war, 
aim a deadly blow at this most sensitive part 
of the British empire T We should really say 
that England has fully as much to fear from 
Irish fraternization with America as with 
France. The language is the same ; the Ame- 
ricans have preceded them in the struggle ; the 
number of emigrant and rebel Irish is very 
great in America; and all parties are sure of 
perfect toleration under the protection of Ame 
rica. We are astonished at the madness^ and CaWy 
of Englishmen, who do not perceire thalbatU 
France aivi MftRiVtAW^ w^i '^isJasi'^Vix ^^ts^^ 
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venicnt opportunity to go to war with this coun- 
try; and that one of the first blows aimed at our 
indiependence would be the invasion of Ireland. 

We should like to argue this matter with a 
regular tory lord, whose members vote steadily 
against the Catholic question. **I wonder that 
mere fear does not make you give up the Ca- 
tholic question ! Do you mean to put this fine 
place in danger — ^Ihe venison — the pictures — 
the pheasants — the cellars — the hot-house and 
the grapery? Should you like to see six or 
seven thousand French or Americans landed 
in Ireland, and aided by a universal insurrec- 
tion of the Catholics 1 Is it worth your while 
to run the risk of their success ? What evil 
from the possible encroachment of Catholics, 
by civil exertions, can equal the danger of such 
a position as this ? How can a man of your 
carriages, and horses, and hounds, think of 
putting your high fortune in sach a predica- 
ment, and crying out, like a schoolboy or a 
chaplain, ** Oh, we shall beat them ! we shall 
put the rascals down !" No Popery, I admit to 
your lordship, is a very convenient cry at an 
election, and has answered your end ; but do 
not push the matter too far: to bring on a civil 
war for no popery is a very foolish proceeding 
in a man who has two courses, and a remove ' 
As you value your side-board of plate, your 
broad riband, your pier glasses*-if obsequious 
domestics and large rooms are dear to you — if 
you love ease and flattery, titles and coats of 
arms — if the labour of the French cook, the 
dedication of the expecting poet, can move you 
— if you hope for a long life of side-dishes — 
if you are not insensible to the periodical arri- 
val of the turtle fleets^-emancipate the Catho- 
lics ! Do it for your ease, do it for your indo- 
lence, do it tor your safety— emancipate and 
eat, emancipate and drink— emancipate, and 
preserve the rent-roil and the family estate !" 

The moiff common excuse of the Great Shab- 
by is, that the Catholics are their own enemies 
— that the violence of Mr. O'Connell and Mr. 
Shiel have ruined their cause — that, but for 
these boisterous courses, the question would 
have been carried before this time. The an- 
swer to this, nonsense and baseness is, that the 
very reverse is the fact The mild and the 
long-suffering may suffer for ever in this world. 
If iie Catholics had stood with their hands be- 
fore them simpering at the Earls of Liverpool 
and the Lords Bathurst of the moment, they 
would not have been emancipated till the year 
of our Lord four thousand. As long as the pa^ 
tient will suffer, the cruel will kick. No trea- 
son — no rebellion— but as much stubbornness 
and stoutness as the law permits— a thorough 
intimation that yoti know what is your due, 
and that you are determined to have it if you 
can laipfully get it. This is the conduct we 
recommend to the Irish. If they go on with- 
holding, and forbearing, and hesitating whether 
this is the time for the discussion or that is the 
time, they will be laughed at for another cen- 
tury as fools — and kicked for another century 
as slaves. " I must have my bill paid (says 
'.ne sturdy and irritated tradesman) ; your mas- 
ter has put me off* twenty times under different 
pretences. I know he is at home, and I will 
/./'/ gaj( the premises iill I get the money." 



Many a tradesman gets paid in this manner 
who would soon smirk and smile himself intc 
the gazette, if he trusted to the promises of the 
great. 

Can any thing be so utterly childish and 
foolish as to talk of the bad taste of the Catho- 
lic leaders ! — as if, in a question of conferring 
on, or withholding important civil rights from 
seven millions of human beings, any thing 
could arrest the attention of a wise man but 
the good or evil consequences of so great a 
measure. Suppose Mr. 8. does smell slightly 
of tobacco— admit Mr. L. to be occasionally 
stimulated by rum and water — allow that Mr. 
F. was unfeeling in speaking of the Duke of 
York — ^what has all this nonsense to do with 
the extinction of religious hatred and the paci- 
fication of Ireland 1 Give it if it is right, re« 
fuse it if it is wrong. How it is asked, or how 
it is given or refused, is less than the dust of the 
balance. 

What is the real reason why a good honest 
tory, living at ease on his possessions, is an 
enemy to Catholic emancipation 1 He admits 
the Catholic of his own rank to be a gentle- 
man, and not a bad subject — and about theo- 
logical disputes an excellent tory never troubles 
his head. Of what importance is it to him 
whether an Irish Catholic or an Irish Protest- 
ant is a judge in the King's Bench at Dublin T 
None ; but 1 am afraid for the church of Jreland, 
says our alarmist. Why do you care so much 
for the church of Ireland, a country you never 
live in 1 — jintwer — / do not care to muck for th€ 
church of Ireland, if I wat mre the church of Eng' 
land wmdd not he dettroycd^ — And is it for the 
Church of England alone that you fear t—jSn- 
swer — Not quite to that, but I am afraid we should 
all be lost, that every thing wmid be overturned, and- 
that I thould lose my rank and my eetate* Here, 
then, we say, is a long series of dangers, which 
(if there were any chance of their ever taking 
place) would require half a century for their 
development ; and the danger of losinj^ Ireland 
by insurrection and invasion, which may hap- 
pen in six months, is utterly overlooked and 
forgotten. And if a foreign influence should 
ever be fairly established in Ireland, how many 
hours would the Irish church, how many months 
would the English .church, live aAer such an 
event 1 How much is any English title worth 
after such an event — any English family — any 
English estate? We are astonished that the 
brains of rich Englishmen do not fall down 
into their bellies in talking of the Catholic 
question — that they do not reason through the 
cardia and the pylorus — that all the organs cf 
digestion do not become intellectual. The de- 
scendants of the proudest noblemen in England 
may become beggars in a foreign land from 
this disgraceful nonsense of the Catholic ques- 
tion—fit only for the ancient females of a mar- 
ket town. 

What alarms us in the state of England is 
the uncertain basis on tlrhich its prosperity is 
placed — and the prodigious mass of hatred 
which the English government continues, by 
its obstinate bigotry, to accumulate^ — ei^ht hun- 
dred and forty millions sterling of debt. The 
revenue depending upon the demand for the 
shoes, stockings, and breeches of Europe — a^d 
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•even millions of Catholics in a state of the 
greatest fary and exasperation. We persecute 
as if we did not owt a shilling— we spend as if 
we had no disaffection. This, by possibility, 
may go on ; bat it is dangerous walking — the 
chance is, there will be a fall. No wise man 
should take such a course. All probabilities 
are against it. We are astonished that Lord 
Hertford and Lord Lowther, shrewd and calcu- 
lating tories, do not see that it is nine to one 
against such a game. 

It is not only thte event of war we fear in the 
military struggle with Ireland ; but the expense 
of war, and the expenses of the English go- 
remment, are paving the way for future revo- 
lations. The world never yet saw so extravagant 
a government as the government of England. 
Not ^only is economy not practised — ^but it is 
despised; and the idea of it connected with 
disaffection, Jacobinism, and Joseph Hume. 
Every rock in the ocean where a cormorant 
can perch is occupied by our troops — ^has a 
governor, deputy-governor, store-keeper, and 
depnty-store-keeper — and will soon have an 
archdeacon and a bishop. Military colleges, 
with thirty-four professors, educating seventeen 
ensigns per annum, being half an ensign for 
each professor, with every species of nonsense, 
athletic, sartorial, and plomigerous. A just and 
necessary war costs this country about one 
hundr^ pounds a minute; whipcord fiAeen 
thousand pounds; red tape seven thousand 
poands ; lace for drummers and fifers, nineteen 
thousand pounds ; a pension to one man who 
has broken his head at the Pole; to another 
who has shattered his leg at the Equator ; sub- 
sidies to Persia; secret service-money to Thi- 
bet ; an annuity to Lady Henry Somebody and 
her seven daughters — the husband being shot 
at some place where we never ought to have 
had any soldiers at all ; and the elder brother 
returning four members to Parliament. Such 
a scene of extravagance, corruption^ and ex- 
pense as must paralyze the industry, and mar 
the fortunes, of the most industrious, spirited 
people that ever existed. 

Few men consider the historical view which 
wUl be taken of present events. The bubbles 
of last year; the fishing for half-crowns in 
Vigo Bay ; the Milk Muffin and Crumpet Com- 
panies; the Apple, Pear, and Plctm Associa- 
tions; tiie National Gooseberry and Current 
Company ; will all be remembered as instan- 
ces of that partial madness to which society is 
occasionally exposed. What will be said of 
all the intolerable trash which is issued forth 
at public meetings of No Popery ? The follies 
of one century are scarcely credible in that 
which succeeds it. A grandmamma of 1827 
is as wise as a very wise man of 1727. If the 
world lasts till 1927, the grandmammas of that 
period will be far wiser than the tip-top No- 
Popery men of this day. That this childish 
nonsense will have got out of the drawing- 
room, there can be no doubt. It will most pro- 
bably have passed through the steward's room 
— and butler's pantry, into the kitchen. This 
is the case with ghosts. They no longer loll 
on couches and sip tea ; but are down on their 
knees scrnbbin*; with the scullion — or stand 
sweating, and basting with the cook. Mrs. 



Abigail turns np her nose at them, and the 
housekeeper declares for flesh and blood, and 
will have none of their company. 

It is delicious to the persecution-fanciers to 
reflect that no general bill has passed in favour 
of the Protestant Dissenters. They are still 
disqualified from holding any office — and are 
only protected from prosecution by an annual 
indemnity act. So that the sword of Damocles 
still hangs over them — not suspended, indeed, 
by a threap but by a cart-rope — still it hangs 
there an insult, if not an injury, and prevents 
the. painful idea from presenting itself to the 
mind of perfect toleration, and pure justice. 
There is the larva of t3rranny, and the skeleton 
of malice. Now this is all we presume to ask 
for the Catholics — admission to Parliament, 
exclusion from every possible office by law, 
and annual indemnity for the breach of law. 
This is surely much more agreeable to feeble- 
ness, to littleness, and to narrowness, than to 
say the Catholics are as free and as eligible as 
ourselves. 

The most intolerable circumstance of the 
Catholic dispute is, the conduct of tfie Dissent- 
ers. Any man may dissent from the Church 
of England, and preach against it, by paying 
sixpence. Almost every tradesman in a mar- 
ket town is a preacher. It must absolutely be 
ride and tie with them; the butcher must 
hear the baker in the morning, and the baker 
listen to the butcher in the aAemoon, or there 
would 'be no congregation. We have, often 
speculated 'upon the peculiar trade of the 
preacher from his style of action. Some have 
a tying-up or parcel-packing action; some 
strike strongly against the anvil of the pulpit 
some screw, some bore, some act as if ihey 
were managing a needle. The occupation ot 
the preceding week can seldom be mistaken 
In the country, three or four thousand Ranters 
are sometimes encamped, supplicating in reli- 
gious platoons, or roaring psalms ont of wag> 
gons. Now all this freedom is very proper ; 
because, though it is abused, yet in truth there 
is no other principle in religious matters, than 
to let men alone as long as they keep the peace. 
Yet we should imagine this unbounded license 
of Dissenters should teach them a little charity 
towards the Catholics, and a little respect for 
their religious freedom. But the picture of 
sects is this — there are twenty fettered men in 
a jail, and every one is'vmployed in loosening 
his own fetters with one hand, and riveting 
those of his neighbour with the other. 

'''If, then,' says a minister of our own 
church, the Reverend John J'isher, rector of 
Wavenden, in this county, in a sermon pub- 
lished some years ago, and entitled •The 
Utility of the Church Establishment, and its 
Safety consistent with Religious Freedom*— 
«If, then, the Protestant religion could have on- 
ginally worked its way in this country against 
numbers, prejudices, bigotry, and interest; if, 
in times of its infancy, the power of the prince 
could not prevail against it; surely, when 
confirmed by age, and rooted in the affections 
of the people — when invested with authority, 
and in full enjoyment of wealth and power- 
when cherished by a sovereign who holds hii 
very throue b^ \iik ^at^^ vewa^> ^v.^N»>aN8*^ 
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conscientioos attachment to it well warrants 
the title of Defender of the Faith— surely any 
attack upon it must he contemptible, any alarm 
of danger must be imaginary.' " — Lard ifugent't 
Lttter, p. 18. 

To go into a committee upon the state of the 
Catholic laws is to reconsider, as Lord Nugent 
justly observes; passages in our domestic his- 
tery, which bear date about 270 years ago. 
Nowywhat human plan, device, or invention, 270 
years old, does not require reconsideration 1 If 
a man drest as he drest 270 years ago, the pug- 
dogs in the street would tear him to pieces. If 
he lived in the houses of 270 years ago, unre- 
vised and uncorrected, he would die of rheu- 
matism in a week. If he listened to the ser- 
mons of 270 years ago, he would perish with 
sadness and fatigue ; and when a man cannot 
make a coat or a cheese, for 60 years together, 
without making them better, can it be said that 
laws made in those days of ignorance, and 
framed in the fury of religious hatred, need no 
revision, and are capable of no amendment 

We have not the smallest partiality ibr the 
Catholic religion; quite the contrary. . That it 
should exist at all — that all Cathcdtcs bre not 
converted to the Protestant religion^^we con- 
sider to be a serious evil ; but there they are, 
with their spirit as strong, and their opinions as 
decided, as your own ; the Protestant part of 
the cabinet have quite given up all idea of put- 
ting them to death ; what remains to be done ? 
We all admit the evil; the object is to make it 
as little as possible. One method commonly 
resorted to, we are sure, does not lessen, but 
increase the evil ; and that is, to falsify histo- 
ry, and deny plain and obvious facts, to the 
injury of the Catholics. No true friend to the 
Protestant religion, and to the Church of Eng- 
land, wiU ever have recourse to such disin- 
genuour arts as these. 

" Our iiistories have not, I believe, stated what 
is untrue of Queen Mary, nor, perhaps, have 
they very much exaggerated what is true of 
her; but our arguers, whose only talk is of 
Smithfield, are generally very uncandid in wdiat 
they conceal. It would appear to be little kndwB * 
that the statutes which enabled Mary to bum 
those who had conformed to the church of her 
father and brother, were Protestant statutes, 
declaring the common law against heresy, and 
framed by her father Henry the Eighth, and 
confirmed and acted upon by order of council 
of her brother Edward the Sixth, enabling that 
mild and temperate young sovereign to bum 
divers misbelievers, by sentence of commis- 
sioners (little better, says Neale, than a Pro- 
testant Inquisition) appointed to 'examine and 
search after all Anabaptists, Heretics, or con- 
temners of the Book of Common Prayer.' It 
would appear to be seldom considered, that her 
zeal might very possibly have been warmed by 
the circumstance of both her chaplains having 
bcpq imprisoned for their religion, and herself 
arnilrarily detained, and her safety threatened, 
iluring ihe short but persecuting reig^ of her 
brother. The sad evidences of the violence of 
those days are by no means confined to her 
acts. The fagots of persecution were not kin- 
J/ed by Papists only, nor did they cease to blaze 
wAcn the power of usiDg them as instruments 



of conversion ceased to be in Popish hands. 
Cranmer himself, in his dreadful dea6i, msf 
with but equal measure for the flames to which 
he had doomed several who denied the tpirihml 
supremacy of Henry the Eighth; to which he 
had doomed also a Dutch Arian, in Edward the 
Sixth's reign ; and to which, with great pains 
and difficulty, he had persuaded that priiica to 
doom another miserable enthusiast, loan Bo- 
cher, for some metaphysical notions of herxnrn 
on the divine incamation. <So that on both 
sides' ^says Lord Herbert of Cherbory) ' it grew 
a bloody time.' Calvin burned Senretus at Ge- 
neva, for < discoursing concerning the Trinity 
contrary to the sense of the whole church ; and 
thereupon set forth a book wherein he giveth 
an account of his doctrine, and of whatever 
else had passed in this afiair, and teacher that 
the sword may be lawfully employed againM 
heretics.' Yet Calvin was no Papist John 
Knox extolled in his writings, as Mhe godly 
fact of James Melvil,' the savage murderer by 
which Cardinal Beaton was made to expiate his 
many and cracl persecutions; a murder to 
which, by the great popular eloquence of Knox, 
his fellow labourers in the vineyard of refor- 
mation, Lesly and Melvil, had been excited; 
and yet John Knox, and Lesly and Melvil, were 
no Papists. Henry the Eighth, whose one vir- 
tue was impartiality in these matters, (if an 
impartial and evenly balanced persecution of 
all sects be a virtue,) beheaded a chancellor 
and a bishop, because having admitted his civil 
supremacy, they doubted his spiritual. Of the 
latter of them Lord Herbert says, 'The pope, 
who suspected not perchance, that the bishop's 
end was so near, had, for more teMimony of hts 
favour to him as disaffection to our king, sent 
him a cardinal's hat; but unseasonably, his 
head being off.' He beheaded the Countess 
of Salisbury, because at upwards of eighty 
years old she wrote a letter to Cardinal Pole, 
her own son : and he bumed Barton, the <HoIy 
Maid of Kent,' for a prophecy of his death. 
He burned four Anabaptists in one day for op- 

Sosing the doctrine of infant baptism ; and he 
umed Lambert, and Anne Ascue, and Beleri- 
can, and Lassells, and Adams, on another day, 
for opposing that of transubstantiation ; with 
many others of lesser note, who refused to sob- 
scribe to his Six Bloody Articles, as they were 
called, or whose opinions fell shoit of his, or 
exceeded them, or who abided by opinions after 
he had abandoned them ; and all this after to 
Reformation. And yet Henry the Eighth was 
the sovereign who first delivered us from the 
yoke of Rome. 

<*In later times, thousands of Protestant Dis- 
senters of the four great sects were made to 
languish in loathsome prisons, and hundreds 
to perish miserably, during the reign of Charles 
the Second, under a Protestant high church go- 
vernment, who then first applied, in the prayec 
for the Parliament, the (^pithets of < most reli- 
gious and gracious,' to a sovereign whom they 
knew to be profligate and unprincipled beyond 
example, and had reason to suspect to be a con- 
cealed Papist. 

••Later still. Archbishop Sharpe was sacri- 
ficed by the murderous enthsiasm of certain 
; Scotch Covenanters, who yet appear to have 
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tittcorely believed Ihemselres inspired by Hea- 
▼ea to this act of cold-blooded barbarous as- 
smssinatioo. 

<• On subjects like these, silence on all sides, 
and a mntaal interchange of repentance, for- 
gireness, and oblivion, is wisdom. Bat to qaote 
grievances on one side only, is not honesty." — 
Lord Nvgenl't iMUr, pp. 24—27. 

Sir Richard Bimie can only attend to the 
complaints of individuals; but no cases of 
iwiodling are brought before him so atrocious 
aa the violation of the treaty of Limerick, and 
the disappointment of those hopes, and the 
frustration of that arrangement; which hopes, 
and which arrangements, were held out as 
one of the great arguments for the union. 
The chapter of English fraud comes next to 
the chapter of English cruelty, in the his- 
toty of Ireland — and both are equally dis- 
graceful. 

Nothing can be more striking than the conduct 
of the parent legislature to the legislature of the 
West Indian Islands. ** We cannot leave you to 
yourselves upon these points" (says the English 
government); *' the wealth of the planter and the 
commercial prosperity of the island are not the 
only points to be looked to. We must look to 
the general rights of humanity, and see that 
they are not outraged in the case of the poor 
slave. It is impossible we can be satisfied, till 
we know that he is placed in a state of progress 
and amelioration." How beautiful is all this ! 
and how wise, and how humane and affecting 
are our efforts throughout Europe to put an end 
to the slave trade? Wherever three or four 
negotiators are gathered together, a British di- 
pk>mate appears among them, with some arti- 
cle of kindness and pity for the poor negro. All 
is mercy and compassion, except when wretch- 
ed Ireland is concerned. The saint who swoons 
at the lashes of the Indian slave is the en- 
courager of No-Popery meetings, and the hard, 
bigoted, domineering tyrant of Ireland. 

See the folly of delaying to settle a question 
which, in the end, must be settled, and, ere long, 
to the advantage of the Catholics. How the 
price rises by delay I This argument is ex- 
tremely well put by Lord Nugent. 

<* I should observe that two occasions have 
already been lost of granting these claims, 
coupled with what were called securities, such 
as never can return. In 1808, the late Duke of 
Norfolk and Lord Grenville, in the one house, 
andMr.Ponsonby and Mr. Grattan, in the other, 
were authorized by the Irish Catholic body to 
propose a negative to be vested in the crown 
up<m the appointment of their bishops. Mr. 
Perceval, the chancellor, and the spiritual 
bench, did not see the importance of this op- 
portunity. It was rejected ; the Irish were dri- 
ven to despair; and in the same tomb with the 
question of 1808 lies forever buried the veto. 
The same was the fate with what were called 
the ' wings' attached to Sir Francis Burdett's 
bai of last year. I voted for them, not for the 
sake certainly of extending the patronage of 
the crown over a new body of clergy, nor yet 
for the sake of diminishing the popular cha- 
racter of elections in Ireland, but because Mr. 
O'Connell, and because some of the Protestant 
frieada of the measure who knew Ireland the 
99 



best, recommended them; and because I b^ 
lieved, from the language of some who sup- 
ported it only on these conditions, that they 
offered the fairest chance for the measure being 
carried. I voted for them as the price of Ca^ 
tholic emancipation, for which I can scarcely 
contemplate any Irish price that I would not 
pay. With the same object, I would vote for 
them again ; but I shall never again have the 
opportunity. For these also, if they were 
thought of any value as securities, the eventa 
of this year in Ireland have shown you that 
you have lost for ever. And the necessity of 
the great measure becomes every day more ur- 
gent and unavoidable." — Lord Nugent* t LetUtp 
pp. 71, 72. 

Can any man living say that Ireland is not 
in a much more dangerous state than it was 
before the Catholic convention began to ezistl 
that the inflammatory state of that country is' 
not becoming worse and worse? — that those ^ 
men whom we call demagogues and incendia^ 
ries have not produced a very considerable and 
alarming effect upon the Irish population? 
Where is this to end ? But the fool lifleth up 
his voice in the coffee-house, and sayeth, •« We 
shall give them an hearty thrashing : let them 
arise — the sooner the better — ^we will soon put 
them down again." The fool sayeth this in 
the coffee-house, and the greater fool praiseth 
him. But does Lord Stowell say this? does 
Mr. Peel say this ? does the Marquis of Hertford 
say this? do sensible, calm, and reflecting mea 
like these, not admit the extreme danger of 
combating against invasion and disaffection^ 
and this with our forces spread in active hos- 
tility over the whole face of the globe ? Can 
they feel this vulgar, hectoring certainty of 
success, and stupidly imagine that a thing can- 
not be because it has never yet been ? because 
we have hitherto maintained our tyranny in . 
Ireland against all Europe, that we are alwajrs 
to maintain it ? And then, what if the strugf^ 
does at last end in our favonr ? Is the loss of 
English lives and of English money not to be 
taken into account? Is this the way in which 
a nation overwhelmed with debt, and trembling 
whether its looms and ploughs will not be over- 
matched by the looms and ploughs of the rest 
of Europe — Ls this the way in which such a 
country is to husband its resources ? Is the 
best blood of the land to be flung away in a 
war of hassocks and surplices ? Are cities to 
be summoned for the Thirty-nine Articles, and 
men to be led on to the charge by professors of 
divinity ? The expense of keeping such a coun- 
try must be added to all other enormous ex- 
penses. What is really possessed of a country 
so subdued? four or five yards round a sentry- 
box, and no more. And in twenty years* time 
it is all to do over again — another war — another 
rebellion, and another enormous and ruinously 
expensive contest, with the same dreadful un- 
certainty of the issue ! It is forgotten, too, that 
a new featnre has arisen in the history of this 
country. In all former insurrections in Ireland 
no democratic party existed in England. The 
efforts of government were left free and unim- 
peded. But suppose a stoppage in your mann^ 
factures coincident with a rising of the Id^ 
.Catho\\ca>'«YiaTi r«^rj %^^v^\ \^ ^bm^^-^^A-V^ 
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the sacred duty of Papist-hnnting. Can any 
man contemplate sach a state of things without 
horror t Can any man say that he is taken hy 
sfvprise for snch a combination! Can any 
man say that any danger to chnrch or state is 
comparable to this 1 But for the prompt inter- 
ference of the militanr in the eariy part of 18tW, 
three or four hundred thousand starving manu- 
facturers would have carried ruin and destruc- 
tion over the north of England, and over Scot- 
land. These dangers are inseparable from an 
advanced state of manufactures — but they need 
not the addition of other and greater perils, 
which need not exist in any country too wise 
and too enlightened for persecution. 

Where is the weak point in these plain ar- 
gnments 1 Is it the remoteness of the chance 
of foreign warl Alas! we have been at war 
95 minutes out of every hour since the peace 
of Utrecht The state of war seems more 
natural to man than the state of peace ; and if 
we turn from general probabilities to the state 
of Europe— Greece to be liberated — ^Turkey to 
be destroyed — ^Portugal and Spain to be made 
free — the wounded vanity of the French, the 
increasing arrogance of the Americans, and 
Oftr own philopoleraical folly, are endless scenes 
of war. We believe it at all times a better 
speculation to make ploughshares into swords 
than swords into ploughshares. If war is cer- 
tain, we believe insurrection to be quite as 
certain. We cannot believe but that the French 
or Americans would, in case of war, make a 
serious attempt upon Ireland, and that all Ire- 
land would rush, tail foremost, into insurrec- 
tion. 

A new source of disquietude and war has 
lately risen in Ireland. Our saints are evan- 
gelical people, or serious people, or by what- 
ever name they are to be designated, have taken 
the field in Ireland against the pope, and are 
convening in the large way. Three or four 
Irish Catholic prelates take a post-chaise, and 
curse the converters and the converted. A 
battle ro3ral ensues with shillelas : the police- 
man comes in, and, reckless of Lambeth or the 
Vatican, makes no distinction between what is 
perpendicular, and what is hostile, but knocks 
obwn every body and every thing which is up- 
right; and so the feud ends for the day. We 
have no doubt but that these efforts will tend to 
bring things to a crisis much sooner between 
the parties, than the disgraceful conduct of the 
cabmet alone would do. 

* It is a charge not imputed bv the laws of 
Eneland, nor by the oaths which exclude the 
Catholics : for those oaths impute only spirit- 
ual errors. But it is imputed, which is more 
to the purpose, by those persons who approve 
of the excluding oaths, and wish them retained. 
Bat, to die whole of this imputation^ even if no 
other instance could be adduced, as far as a 
strong and remarkable example can prove the 
negative of an assumption wnich there is not a 
single example to support— the full, and sufii- 
clent, and mcontestable answer is Canada. 
Canada, which, until you c.an destroy the me- 
ntpry of all 'hat now remains to you of your 
sprereigBly un the North American continent, 
^im anstrer practical, memorable^ difficalt to 
h0 Meeoanted for. but bhaiag as die s«n itself \ 



in sight of the whole world, to tbewliolechtrp! 
of divided allegiance. At your conqneat of 
Canada, you found it Roman Catholic ; yon had 
to choose for her a constitntion in church and 
state. You were wise enough not to thwart 
public opinion. Tour own conduct towards 
Presbyterianism in Scotland was an ^^wrti? 
for imitation; your own conduct towards U^ 
tholocism in neland was a beacon for avoi^ 
ance; and in Canada you established and 
endowed the religion of the people. Canada 
was your only Roman Catholic colony. Tour 
other colonies revolted ; they called on a Catho 
lie power to "support them, and they achieved 
their independence. Catholic Canada, with 
what Lord Liverpool would call her ha]f-alle> 
giancc, ahne stood by you. She fought hf 
your side against the interference of Catelio 
France. To reward and encourage her loyaliyy 
you endowed in Canada bishops to say mass, 
and to ordain others to say mass, whom, at that 
very time, your laws would have hanged for 
saying mass in England ; and Canada is still 
yours in spite of Catholic France, in spite of 
her spiritual obedience to the pope, in spite eft 
Lord Liverpool's argument, and in spite of the 
independence of all the slates that surround 
her. This is the only trial you have made. 
Where you allow to the Roman Catholics their 
religion undisturbed, it has proved itself to be 
compatible with the most faithful allegiance. 
It is only where you have placed allegiance 
and religion before them as a dilemma, that 
they have preferred (as who will say they ought 
not?) their religion to their allegiance. How 
then stands the imputation 1 Disproved by 
history, disproved in all states where both reli- 
gions co-exi^t, and in both hemispheres, and 
asserted in an exposition by Lord Liverpool, 
solemnly and repeatedly abjured by all Catho- 
lics, of the discipline of lAnr church." — Isrd 
NugentU Letter, pp. 85, 38. 

Can any man who has gained permission to 
take off his strait-waistcoat, and been out of 
Bedlam three weeks, believe that the CathoKe 
question will be set to rest by the conversion 
of the Irish Catholics to the Protestant religion! 
The best chance of conversion will be gained 
by taking care that the point of honour is not 
against conversion. 

"We may, I think, collect from what we 
know of the ordinary feelings of men that, bj 
admitting all to a community of political benoo 
fits, we should remove a material impediment 
that now presents itself to the adrances of 
proselytism to our established mode of worship ; 
particularly assuming, as we do, that it is as 
purest, and that the disfranchised mode is sns» 
ported only by superstition and priestcraft. Of 
external pressure and restraint, things are cosi^ 
pacted as well in the moral as in the physical 
world. Where a sect is at spiritual rarisiwr 
with the established church, it only requires an 
abridgment of civil privileges to render it at 
once a political fat^tioo. Its members beeme 
instantly pledged, some from enthusiasm, soma 
from resentment, and many firom honourabls 
shame, to cleave with desperate fondness to the 
sudhring fortunes of an hereditary religion. Is 
this human naturo, or is it not 1 Is it a Batumi 
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«f SB wMieat Roman CacboKe (kmiljr, eiren if 
in liis heart he rejected the controverted tenet? 
of his early faith, to scorn an open conformity 
to oarsy 80 long as such confomuly brings with 
it the irremovable suspicion that faith and con- 
acience may have bowed to the base hope of 
temporal advantage ? Every man must feel 
•nd act for himself: but, in my opinion, a good 
amn might be put to difficulty to determine 
whether more harm is not done by the example 
of one changing his religion to his worldly 
advantage, than good by his openly professing 
conformity from what we think error to what 
we think trath,**— lord Nugeta*t Letter, pp. 64, 

«* We will not be bnllied out of the Catholic 
foestiott." This is a very common text, and 
veqnires some comment. If you mean that the 
aense of personal danger shall not prevent you 
lirom doing what you think right — this is a 
worthy and proper feeling, but no such motive 
ia suspected, and no such question is at issue. 
Nobody doubts but that any English gentleman 
would be ready to join his No-Popery corps, 
aad to do his doty to the community, if the 
government required it; but the question is. Is 
it worth while in the government to require itf 
Is it for the general advantage that such a war 
should be carried on for such an object 1 It is 
a question not of personal valour, but of politi- 
cal expediency. Decide seriously if it is worth 
Ae price of civil war to exclude the Catholics, 
and act accordingly ; taking it for granted that 
you possess, and that every body supposes you 
to possess, the vulgar attribute of personal 
eoQjrage; bat do not draw your sword like a 
fM>l, from the unfounded apprehension of being 
called a coward. 

We have great hopes of the Duke of Cla- 
rsBce. Whatever else he may be, he is not a 
higofr— not a person who thinks it necessary to 
show respect to his royal father, by prolonging 
the miseries and incapacities of six millions of 
people. If he ascends the throne of these 
realms, he must stand the fire of a few weeks' 
clamour and«npopularity. If the measure is 
passed by the end of May, we can promise his 
voyal highness it will utterly be forgotten be- 
fore the end of June. Of all human nonsense, 
It is surely the greatest to talk of respect to the 
late king— -respect to the memory of the Duke 
of York— by not voting for the Catholic ques- 
tion. Bad enough to bum widows when the 
hosband dies — ^bad enough to bum horses, 
dogs, butlers, footmen, and coachmen, on the 
fltneral pile of a Scythian warrior—but to offer 
mp the happiness of seven millions of people to 
the Bsemory of the dead, is certainly the most 
insane sepulchral oblation of which history 
makes mention. The best compliment to these 
daccaaed princes, is to remember their real 
good qualities, and to forget (as soon as we can 
larget it) that these good qualities were tar- 
nished by limited and mistaken views of reli^ 
fliavs liberty. 

Persecuting gentlemen forget the expense of 
pacpeeiHioB % whereas, of all luxuries, it is the 
aost expensive. The Ranters do not cost us 
a farthing, hecanse ihej are not disqualified by 
iwitijigf The Methodists and Uaitariaos are 
fratis* The Irish Cathdies, sappotiaf eTcry 



alternate year to be war, as it has been for the 
last centnry, will cost us within these nait 
twenty years, forty millions of money. Thei« 
are 20,000 soldiers there in time of peace; in 
war, including the militia, their numbers will 
be doubled — and there must be a very formida* 
ble fleet in addition. Now, when the tax paper 
comes round, and we are to make a retam of 
the greatest number of horses, bnggies, ponies^ 
dogs, cats, bulfinches, and canary binds, dte., 
and to be taxed accordingly, let us remember 
how well and wisely our money has heett 
spent, and not repine that we have porchsMdt 
by severe taxation^ the high and exalted j^ea- 
sures of intolerance and persecution. 

It is mere unsupported and unsupportaUa 
nonsense to talk of the exclusive disposition 
of the Catholics to persecute. The Protestants 
have murdered, and tortured, and laid waste aa 
much as the Catholics. Each party, as tC 
gained the upper hand, tried death as the 
remedy for heresy — ^both parties have tried it 
in vain. 

A distinction is set up between civil rights^ 
and political power, and applied against the 
Catholics: the real difference between these 
two words is, that civil comes from a LiUin 
word, and political from a Greek one; but if 
there is any difference in their meaning, the 
Catholics do not ask for political power, bnt 
for eligibility to political power. The Catho- 
lics have never orayed, or dreamt of prayingt 
that so many of the judges and king's counsel 
should necessarily be Catholics; but that no 
law should exist which prevented them item. 
becoming so, if a Protestant king chose to 
make them so. Eligibility to political power ia 
a civil privilege, of which we have no mora 
right to deprive any man than of any other 
civil privilege. The good of the state may 
require that all civil rights may be taken from 
Catholics ; but to say that eligibility to political 
power is not a civil right, and that to take it 
away without grave cause, wonld not be a 
great act of injustice, is mere declamation* 
Besides, what is called political power, and 
what are called civil rights, are given or wi^ 
holden, without the least reference to any prin- 
ciple, but by mere caprice. A right of votings 
is given — this is political power; eligihility to 
the oAce of alderman or bank director is ra* 
fused — this is a civil right: the distiaation ia 
perpetually violated, just as it has aoited the 
state of parties for the moment. And here a 
word or two on the manner of haadliag the 
question. Because some offices mnst be filled 
with Catholics, all would be: this is oae topia 
A second Ls, because there slight be'iaeonra* 
nience from a Catholic king or chaneelk>f9 
that, therefore, there would be ne ineoara- 
nience from Catholic judges or serjeants. ht 
talking of establishments, they always take 
care to blend the Irish and English ettablish- 
ments, and never to say which is meant, thongk 
the circumstances of both are as difiercat aa 
possible. It is always presumed, that seeti 
holding opinions contrary to the establishmca^, 
are hQ§tile to the establli«hment; meaning by 
the word hostile, that they are combined, of 
ready to combine, for its deatmetioa* ^ ia 
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ininK, therebf, 
__ J woold not be •»— bot CMgc4tiiis to 

tM, ilMt masjr wmU be qoite salisied— «U 
■Mr» ft' iff^, Mad less like! j to ran imo rebel- 
MoB. It is vrged that the mass of Catholics 
am iBdiflereDt to the qoe^tion ; vbereas (never 
Mind the cause) there is not a Catholic ploa^ 
hojt at this nunaeDt, vbo is not readj to risk 
bis life for it, iM>r a Protestant stable-boj, vho 
docs not give himself airs of superiority orer 
tuaj papi^JMsal cleaner of horses, who is scrub- ; 
bnc with him ander the same root | 

ne Irish were qoiet under the severe code j 
oC Qaeen Anoe — so the half-mo rdered man j 
leA on the groand bleeding by thieves is quiet; ! 
and he only moans, and cries for help as he I 
reeovers. There was a method which would 
hATC made the Irish still more quiet, and effec- 
taally hare put an end to all farther solicita- 
Mon respecting the Catholic question. It was 
adopted in the case of the wolves. 

Ijiey are forming societies in Ireland for the 
encouragement of emigration, and striving, 
and successfully striving, to push their redan- 
daat population into Great Britain. Our busi- 
■ass IS to pacify Ireland — to give confidence to 
aapitalists — and to keep their people where 
they are. On the day the Catholic question 
was passed, all property in Ireland would rise 
90 per cent. 

. Protestants admit that there are sectaries sit- 
ting in Parliament, who differ from the Church 
of England as much as the Catholics ; but it 
ia forgotten that, according to the doctrine of 
the Church of England, the Unitarians are con- 
aidered as condemned to eternal punishment in 
another world — and that many such have seats 
in ParliaoMnt. And can anything be more 

Jreposterous (as far as doctrine has any in- 
aence in these matters) than that men, whom 
we believe io be singled out as objects of God's 
eternal vengeance, should have a seat in our 
national councils : and that Catholics, whom 
we believe may be saved, should not 1 

The only argument which has any apptar' 
ami of weight, is the question of divided alle- 
giance; and, generally speaking, we should 
say it is the argument which produces the 
greatest eflect in the country at large. Eng- 
land, in this respect, is in the same state, at 
least, as the whole of Catholic Europe. Is not 
the allegiance of every French, eveiy Spanish, 
and every Italian Catholic (who is not a Ro- 
man^ divided 1 His king is in Paris, or Madrid, 
or N^les, while his high-priest is at Rome. 
We speak of it as an anomaly in politics ; 
If hereas, it is the state, and condition of almost 
the whole of Europe. The danger of this 
divided allegiance, Aiey admit, is nothing, as 
long as it is confined to purely spiritual con- 
a^rns ; but it may extena itself to temporal 
matters, and so endanger the safety of the state. 
This danger, however, is greater in a Catholic 
than in a Protestant country ; not only on ac- 
oount of the greater majority upon whom it 
might act : but because there are objects in a 
Calhollo country much more desirable, and 
attainable, than in a country like England, 
where Popery does not exist, or Ireland, where 
i/ ig hnmbled, and impoverished. Take, for 
^ 46tf ihffedooi of ihe Gallican Church.. 



What eimal dispMea did this oljcet gime birth 
lo! What a leaipcaiion to ilw F^ to iafiriage 
ia rich Caiholie coontries! How is it possible 
his holiness can keep his hands from picldng 
and stealing! It most not be imagined that 
Catholicism has been any defence against the 
hostility and aggression of the Pope ; he has 
cursed and excommunicated every CalhoUe 
state in Eorope, in their turns. Let that emi* 
nent Protestant, Lord Bathurst, state any one 
instance where, for the last century, the Pope 
has interfered with the temporal concerns of 
Great Briuin. We can mention, and his lord- 
ship will remember, innumerable instances 
where he might have done so, if soch were the 
modem habit and policy of the court of Rome. 
But the fact is, there is no court of Rome, and 
no Pope. There is a wax-w(»1t Pope, and a 
wax-work court of Rome. But. popes of flesh 
and blood have long since disappeared; and 
in the same way, those great giants of the city 
exist no more, but their truculent images are 
at Guildhall. We doubt if there is in the trea- 
sury of the Pope change for a guinea — we are 
sure there is not in his armory one gun which 
will go ofil We believe, if he attempted to 
bless any body whom Dr. Doyle cursed, or to 
curse any body whom Dr. Doyle blessed, that 
his blessings and curses would be as powei^ 
less as his artillery. Dr. Doyle* is the Pope 
of Ireland ; and the ablest ecclesiastic of that 
country will always be its Pope— and that Lord 
Bathurst ought lo know — most likely does 
know. But what a waste of life and time, to 
combat such arguments ! Can my Lord Bath- 
urst be ignorant? Can any man, who has the 
slightest knowledge of Ireland, be ignorant^ 
that the portmanteau which sets out every 
quarter for Rome, and returns from it, is an 
heap of ecclesiastical matters, which have no 
more to do with the safety of the country, than 
they have to do with the safety of the moon-— 
and which but for the respect to individual 
feelings, might all be published at Charing 
Cross? Mrs. Flanagan, intimidated by sto- 
mach complaints, wants a dispensation for 
eating flesh. ConuUut Ok BowH has intermar- 
ried by accident with his grandmother; and 
finding that she is really his grandmother, his 
conscience is uneasy. Mr, Mac TooUy, the 
priest, is discovered to be married: and to have 
two sons. Castor and PoUux Mae TooUy, Three 
or four schools-full of little boys have been 
cursed for going to hear a Methodist pfeachor*- 
Bargains for shirts and toe-nails of deceased 
saints — surplices and trencher^aps blessed by 
the Pope. These are the fruits of double alle- 
giance — the objects of our incredible fear„ and 
the cause of our incredible foUy. There is no* 
a syllable which goes to or comes from the 
court of Rome, which, by a judicious expendi 
ture of sixpence by the year, would not be open 
to the examination of every member of the 



* ** Of thii I can with great trath anvre yon ; aai 
my tesiimony, if not entiiled to respect, abould not ke 
atterly disregarded, that papal InAaence will never te- 
duee the Cathotica of this country either to contiiiM 
tranoail, or to b« disturbed, either to aid or to oppoM 
the Kovemment ; and that your lordship can eontriMte 
much more than the Pope to secure their alleffiaace, or 
to render then diasflbcted."— I>r. Jhflt'e LttUr It UH 
U n ir yss U llfc. 
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cabinet. Those who ose soch argnmeats know 
the answer to them as well as we do. The 
ival evil they dread is the destruction of the 
chorch of Ireland, and, through that, of the 
Chorch of England. To which we reply, that 
lach danger must proceed from the regular 
proceedings of Parliament, or be effected by 
insurrection and rebellion. The Catholics, re- 
stored to civil functions, would, we believe, be 
Bore likely to cling to the church than to Dis- 
senters. If not, both Catholics and Dissenters 
must be utterly powerless against the over- 
whelming English interests and feelings in the 
house. Men are less inclined to run into rebel- 
lion, in proportion as they have less to com- 
pUiin of; and, of all other dangers, the greatest 
lo the Irish and English church establishments, 
and to the Protestant faith throughout Europe, 
is io Uave Inland in il$ preunt state of di$conientm 
■ If the intention is to wait to the last, before 
concession is made, till the French or Ameri- 
cans have landed, and the holy standard has 
been unfurled, we ought to be sure of the terms 
which can be obtained at such a crisis. This 
game was played in America. Commissioners 
were sent in one year to offer and to press what 
would have been most thankfully received the 
year before; but they were always loo late. 
The rapid concessions of England were out- 
stripped by the more rapid exactions of the 
colonies ; and the commissioners returned with* 
ihe melancholy history, that they had humbled 
themrelves before the rebels in vain. If you 
ever mean to concede at all, do it when every 
concession will be received as a favour. To 
wait till you are forced to treat, is as mean in 
principle as it is dangerous in effect. 

Then, how many thousand Protestant Dis- 
senters are there who pay a double allegiance 
to the king, and to the head of their church, 
who is not the kingi Is not Mr. William 
Smith, member for Norwich, the head of the 
Unitarian Church 1 Is not Mr. Wilberforce the 
head of the Clapham Church 1 Are there not 
twenty preachers at Leeds, who regulate all the 
proceedings of the Methodists 1 The gentle- 
men we have mentioned are eminent, and most 
excellent men; but if any thing at all is to be 
Spprehended from this divided allegiance, we 
iifaonld be infinitely more afraid of some Jaco- 
binical fanatic at the head of Protestant vota- 
ries—some man of such character as Lord 
Ckorge Gordon — than we should of all the 
efforts of the Pope. 

As so much evil is supposed to proceed from 
not obeying the king as head of the church, 
it might be supposed to be a very active office 
— that the king was perpetually interfering with 
the affairs of the church — and that orders were 
in a course of emanation from the throne 
which regulated the fervour, and arranged 
the devotion, of all the members of the Church 
of England. But we really do not know 
what orders are ever given by the king to 
the church, except the appointment of a fast- 
day once in three or four years;— -nor can 
we conceive (for appointment to bishoprics 
is out of the question) what duties there 
would be to perform, if this allegiance were 
paid, instead of being withholden. Supremacy 
appears to us to be a mere name, withotii cxp 



ercise of power — and allegiance to be a dut j 
without any performance annexed. If any one 
will say what ought to be done, which is not 
done, on account of this divided allegiance, wo 
shall better understand the magnitude of the 
evil. Till then, we shall consider it as a lucky 
Protestant phrase, good to look at, like the 
mottos and omamenti on cake, but not fit to 
be eaten. 

Nothing can be more unfair than to expect, 
in an ancient church like that of the Catholics, 
the same uniformity as in churches which 
have not existed for more than two or three 
centuries. The coats and waistcoats of the 
reign of Henry VIII. bear some resemblance tc 
the same garments of the present day ; but, as 
you recede, you get to the skins of wild beasts, 
or the fleeces of sheep, for the garments of 
savages. In the same way, it is extremely- 
difficult for a church, which has to do with the 
counsels of barbarous ages, not to be detected 
in some discrepancy of opinion; while in 
younger churches, every thing is fair and fresh, 
and of modern date and figure; and it is not 
the custom among theologians to own their 
church in the wrong. *' No religion can stand, 
if men, without regard to their God, and widi 
regard only to controversy, shall rake ont of 
the rubbish of antiquity the obsolete and quaint 
follies of the sectarians, and affront the majesty 
of the Almighty, with the impudent catalogue 
of their devices ; and it is a strong argument 
against the proscriptive system, that it helps to 
continue this shocking contest. Theologian 
against theologian, polemic against polemic 
until the two madmen defame their common 
parent, and expose their common religion."— 
GrattanU Speech on the Catholic Qi(«s/«otf, 1806. 

A good-natured and well-conditioned person 
has pleasure in keeping and distributing any 
thing that is good. If he detects any thing with 
superior flavour, he presses and invites, and is 
not easy till others participate; — and so it is 
with political and religious freedom. It is a 
pleasure to possess it, and a pleasure to com» 
municate it to others. There is something 
shocking in the greedy, growling, guzzling mo- 
nopoly of such a blessing. 

France is no longer a nation of atheists ; and 
therefore, a great cause of offence to the Irish 
Roman Catholic clergyjs removed. Naviga- 
tion by steam renders all shores more accessi- 
ble, ^he union among Catholics is consoli- 
dated ; all the dangers of Ireland are redoubled^ 
every thing seems tending to an event fatal to 
England — fatal (whatever Catholics mar fool- 
ishly imagine) to Ireland — and which will 
subject them both to the dominion of France. 

Formerly a poor man might be removed 
from a parish if there was the slightest danger 
of his becoming chargeable; a hole in his coat 
or breeches excited suspicion. The church- 
wardens said, ** He hat cost us nothing, but he 
may cost us something; and we must not live 
even in the apprehension of evil." All this is 
changed ; and the law now says, " Wait till 3roa 
are hurt ; time enough to meet the evil when it 
comes ; you have no right to do a certain evil 
to others, to prevent an uncertain eiril to yr-nr- 
selves." The CathoUtvVio^«^«^^»*^«^^'^^ 
i whal \he^ d» aa>L Sa oXyv^vt^ xdA^w"^ '''^^ ^^* 
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ofwliatdk^M9adi;duit ihej smI do widn 
oat Omt wliiob is natomahk, for femrtliejshoaM 
•sk wbal is twrwgw W r . " I wooU give 700 m 
penny (says the miser to the beggar), if I was 
fuice sure yon wootd not ask me for half a 



« Nothing, I am told, is now so common on 
tfie continent as to hear oar Irish policy dis- 
entsed. Till of late the extent of the disabili- 
tits was hot little understood, and less regarded, 
partly becaase, having less liberty themselres, 
meigners coold not appreciate ihe depriraiions, 
and partly because the pre-eminence of Eng- 
land was not so decided as to draw the eyes of 
the world on all parts of oar systein. It was 
aeareely credited that England, that knight- 
errant abrcKad, should play the exetosionist at 
mmie ; that erery where else she should declaim 
agtintt oppression, but contemplate it without 
amotion at her doors. That her armies should 
autfeh, and her orators philippize, and her poets 
aJBg against continental tynmny, and jei that 
laws Mould remain extant, and principles be 
oparatire within our gates, which are a bitter 
attire on our philanthropy, and a melancholy 
negation of onr professions. Our sentiments 
hare been so loAy, our deportment to foreigners 
aa haughty, we haye set up such liberty and 
wmch Bior^ that no one could suppose that we 
were hypocrites. Still less could it be foreseen 
thai a great moralist, called Joseph Surface, 
kapi a ' little milliner^ behind the scenes, we 
too should be found out at length in taking the 
dtTersion of private tjrranny aAer the most 
approved models for that amusement''— 2>il€r 
fo Lord MUionf pp. 50, 51. 

We sincerely hope — we firmly believe — it 
never will happen ; but if it were to happen, 
whv cannot England be just as happy with 
. Ireland being Catholic, as it is with Scotland 
being Presbyterian ? Has not the Church of 
England lived side by side with the Kirk, with- 
otit crossing or jostling, for these last hundred 
years t Have the Presbyterian members enter- 
ed into any conspiracy for mincing bishoprics 
and deaneries into synods and presbyteries? 
And is not the Church of England tenfold more 
rich and more strong than when the separation 
took place 1 But however this may be, the real 
danger, even to the /church of Ireland, as we 
have before often remarked, is the refusal of 
Catholic emancipation. 

It would seem, from the phrenzy of many 
worthy Protestants, whenever the name of Ca- 
tholic is mentioned, that the greatest possible 
diversity of religious opinions existed between 
the Catholic and the Protestant— that they were 
as different as fish and flesh— as alkali and acid 
—-as cow and cart-horse ; whereas it is quite 
Clear, that there are many Protestant sects 
whose difference from each other is much more 
ijaarked, both in church discipline and in tenets 
of faith, than that of Protestants and Catholics. 
We maintain that Lambeiht ui these two points. 



ia ^te aa aear to die yatieaa as it ia lolka 
Kirk — if not maeh aearer. 

Instead of lamentiag the power of the priests 
over the fower orders of the Irish* we oight to 
congratolaie ooraelTes thai any influence can 
affect or control them. Is the tiger less formw 
dable in the forest tibaa when he has been 
caught and laagfat to obey a voice, and tremble 
at an hand ? Bat we overrate the power of 
the priest, if we suppose that the npper orders 
are to encounter all the dangers of treason and 
rebellion, to confer the revenues of the Protest- 
ant church upon the Catholic clergy. If the 
influence of the Catholic clergy upon men of 
rank and education is so nnbonnded, why can* 
not the French ^nd Italian clergy recover their 
possessions, or acquire an equivalent for them t 
They are starving in the full enjoyment of an 
influence which places (as we think) alt the 
wealth and power of the country at their feel— 
an influence which, in our opinion, overpowers 
avlrice, fear, ambition, and is the master of 
every passion which brings on change an4 
movement in the Protestant worid. 

We conclude with a few words of advice to 
the different opponents of the Catholic qiiea- 
tion. 

7b ikM NoPcpery FeoL 

You are made use of by men who langh at 
yon, and despise you for your foRy and igno* 
ranee; and who, the moment it suits meir 
purpose, will consent to emancipation of the 
Catholics, and leave yon to roar and bellow No 
Popery I to vacancy and the moon. 
To the Ifo-Poptry Rogue. 

A shameful and scandalons game, to sport 
with the serious interests of the country, in 
order to gain some increase of public power ! 
To tkt HofUit No^Pcptry PtojpU 

We respect you very sincerely— out are 
astonished at your existence. 
To thi Bme. 

Sweet children of turpitude, beware! iha 
old anti-popery people are fast perishing away» 
Take heed that you are not surprised by an 
emancipating king, or an emancipating admin* 
istration. Leave a beus pttnitfntitt ! — prepare 
a place for retreat — get ready your equivoca- 
tions and denials. The dreadful day may yet 
come, when liberality may lead to place and 
power. We understand these matters here. 
It is the safest to be moderately base — to be 
flexible in shame, and to be always ready for 
what is generous, good, and just, when any 
thing is to be gained by virtue. 
To the CathoHe*, 

Wait. Do not add to your m iseries by a mad 
and desperate rebellion. Persevere in civil 
exertions, and concede all you can concede. 
All great alterations in human affairs are pro- 
duced by compromise. 
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Ir power could be measnrcd by lerritonr, or 
eminted hy population, the inveteracy, and the 
disproportion which exists between France and 
England, mast occasion to every friend of the 
taitter conntry the most serious and well-found- 
ed apprehensions. Fortunately however for 
US, tte question of power is not only what is 
the amount of population t bat, how is that 
population governed 1 How far is a confidence 
in the tTo^t^y of political institutions establLsh- 
ed by an experience of their wisdom ? Are the 
Tarious interests of society adjusted and pro- 
tBCted by a system of laws thoroughly tried, 
gradually ameliorated, and purely administer- 
ed t what is the degree of general prosperity 
evinced by that most perfect of all criteria, ge- 
neral credit 1 These are the considerations to 
which an enlightened politician, who speculates 
on the (Uture destiny of nations, will direct his 
attention, more than to the august and impos- 
ing exterior of territorial dominion, or to those 
brilliant moments, when a nation, under the 
influence of great passions, rises above its 
neighbours, and above itself, in military re- 
nown. 

If it be visionary to suppose the grandeur 
and safety of the two nations as compatible 
and co-existent, we have the important (though 
the cruel) consolation of reflecting, that the 
French have yet to put together the very ele- 
ments of a civil and political constitution ; that 
they have to experience all the danger and all 
the inconvenience which result from the rash- 
ness and the imperfect views of legislators, 
who have ever}' thing to conjecture, and every 
thing to create'; that they must submit to the 
confusion of repeated change, or the greater 
evil of obstinate perseverance in error; that 
ftiey must live for a century in that slate of 
perilous uncertainty in which every revolution- 
ixed nation ren^ains, before rational liberty be- 
comes feeling and habit, as well as law, and is 
written in the hearts of men as plainly as in 
die letter of the statute ; and that the opportu- 
nity of beginning this immense edifice of hu- 
man happiness is so far from being presented 
to them at present, that it is extremely problem- 
atical whether or not they are to be bandied 
ftom one vulgar usurper to another, and remain 
for a century subjugated to the rigour of a 
military government, at once the scorn and the 
scourge of Europe.f 

To the more ]fleasing supposition, that the 
First Consul will make use of his power to 
give his country a free constitution, we are in- 
debted for the work of M. Neckar now before 
us, a work of which good temper is the charac- 
teristic excellence : it every where preserves 



♦ DtmUrt* FkM i§ PolHiques, et de Fhunee. Par H. 
N«ekar. An 10,1803. 

t All tbis ia, uofortanauljr, aa true now aa k waa 
Wtmn writteo thirty years ago. 



that cool impartiality which it is so diflicuU Is 
retain in the discussion of subjects connectei 
with recent and important events; mode^j 
proposes the results of reflection ; and, neither 
deceived nor wearied by theories, examines the 
best of all that mankind have said or done lor 
the attainment of rational liberty. 

The principal object of M. Neckar's book if 
to examine this question, "An opportunity of 
election supposed, and her present circumstao* 
ces considered — what is the best form of fd^ 
vermnent which France is capable of receir* 
ing t*^ and he answers his own queiy by giving 
tbepreference to a Republic One and Indivisible^ 

The work is divided into four parts. 

1. An Examination of the present constilv* 
tion of France. 

2. On the best form of a Republic One aa4 
Indivisible. 

3. On the best form of a Monarchical Go* 
vernment 

4. Thoughts upon Finance. 

From the misfortune which has hitherto at- 
tended all discussions of prennl constitutione 
in France, M. Neckar has not escaped. The 
subject has proved too rapid for the author; 
and its existence has ceased before its proper- 
ties were examined. This part of the work^ 
therefore, we shall entirely pa.ss over : becauset 
to discuss a mere name, is an idle waste of 
time; and no man pretends that the present 
constitution of France can, with propriety, be 
considered as any thing more. We shall pro* 
ceed to a description of thai form of a republi- 
can government which appears to M. Necknr 
best calculated to promote die happiness of that 
country. 

Every department is to be divided i&to five 
parts, each of which is to send one member* 
Upon the eve of an election, all persons paying 
200 livres of government taxes in direct con- 
tribution, are to assemble together, and chooee 
100 members from their own number, whe 
form what M. Neckar calls a chamber of indi- 
cation. This chamber of indication is to pre* 
sent five candidates, of whom the people are 
to elect one ; and the right of voting in tUa 
latter election is given to every body engaged 
in a wholesale or retail business ; to all super- 
intendents of manufactures and trades; to all 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers who have received their discharge; 
and to all citizens paying, in direct contribu- 
tion, to the amount of twelve livres. Volet 
are not to be given in one spot, but before iImi 
chief magistrate of each eommime where tlM 
voter resides, and there inserted in regisleri; 
from a comparison of which, the suooessirU 
candidate is to be determined. The municipal 
officers are to enjoy the right of rteommmiimg 
one of these candidates to the people, wLo era 
free to adopt Ux^vc x^oo^vjt^^ificA'^ ts^'osK^^ik 



flU 



WOKKB OP THB BEV.SymfET SMmL 



thej mw fliink proper. The right of voting is 
coDfined to qoalified single men of twenty-five 
years of age : married men of the same de- 
aeription may vote at any age. 

To this plan of election we cannot help 
thinking there are many great and insoperable 
objections. The first and infallible conse- 
quence of it would be, a devolntion of the 
whole elective franchise upon the chamber of 
iadication, and a complete exclusion of the 
people from any share in the privilege : for the 
chamber bound to return five candidates, would 
take care to return four out of the five so tho- 
roughly objectionable, that the people would 
be compelled to choose the ^fth. Such has 
been the constant effect of all elections so con- 
stituted in Great Britain, where the power of 
conferring the ofiice has always been found to 
be rested in those who named the candidates, 
not in those who selected an individual from 
dM candidates named. 

But if such were not the consequences of a 
double election ; and if it were so well consti- 
tuted, as to retain that character which the 
legislature meant to impress upon it, there are 
other reasons which would induce us to pro- 
nounce it a very pernicious institution. The 
only foundation of political liberty is the spirit 
of the people; and the only circumstance 
which makes a lively impression upon their 
senses, and powerfully reminds them of their 
importance, their power, and their rights, 
it die periodical choice of their represen- 
tatives. How easily that spirit may be to- 
tally extinguished, and of the degree of abject 
fear and slavery to which the human race may 
be reduced for ages, every man of reflection is 
sufficiently aware : and he knows that the pre- 
servation of that feeling is, of all other objects 
of political science, the most delicate and the 
most difficult. It appears to us, that a people 
who did not choose their representatives, but 
CMly those who chose their representatives, 
would very soon become indifferent to their 
elections altogether. To deprive them of their 
power of nominating their own candidate, 
would be still worse. The eagerness of the 
people to vote, is kept alive by their occasional 
expulsion of a candidate who has rendered 
himself objectionable, or the adoption of one 
who knows how to render himself agreeable 
to them. They are proud of being solicited 
finonaUy by a man of family or wealth. The 
Uproar even, and the confusion and the clamour 
of a popular election in England, have their 
use : they give a stamp to the names. Liberty^ 
CoiutituHon, and People : they infuse sentiments 
which nothing but violent passions and gross 
objects ot sense couid infuse ; and which would 
never exist, perhaps, if the sober constituents 
were to sneak, one by one, into a notary's office 
to deliver their voles for a representative, or 
were to form the first link in that long chain 
of causes and effects, which, in this compound 
kind of elections, ends with choosing a mem- 
ber of parliament. 

« Above all things (says M.Neckar) languor 

IS the most deadly to a republican government; 

Ibrwhen such a political association is animar 

tfd neither by a kind of instinctive afl*eclion 

JtrUf besutyt nor bjr the continual homage of 



reflection to the happy union of order and' 
liberty, the public spirit is half lost, and with it 
the republic The rapid brilliancy of despot- 
ism is preferred to a mere complicated mn- 
chine, from which every symptom of life and 
organization is fled." 

Sickness, absence, and nonage, would (even 
under the supposition of universal suffrage} r^ 
duce the voters of any country to one fourdi 
of its population. A qualification much lower 
than tfiat of the payment of twelve livnes ia 
direct contribution, would rediice that foQrtlb 
one half, and leave the number of voters in 
France three millions and ahalf^ which, divided 
by 600, gives between five and six thousand 
constituents for each represensative ; a num» 
her not amounting to a third part of the voters 
for many counties in England, and which eer^ 
tainly is not so unwieldy as to make it neces- 
sary to have recourse to the complex mechan- 
ism of double elections. Besides, too, if it 
could be believed that the peril were consider- 
able, of gathering men together in such masses, 
we have no hesitation in saying, that it would 
be infinitely preferable to thin their numbers, 
by increasing the value of the qualification, 
than to obviate the apprehended bad effects, by 
complicating the system of election. 

M. Neckar (much as he has seen and ob- 
served,) is clearly deficient in that kind of ex- 
perience which is gained by living under free 
governments : he mistakes the riots of a firee, 
for the insurrections of an enslaved people; 
and appears to be impressed with the most tre- 
mendous notions of an English election. The 
difference is, that the tranquillity of an arbi- 
trary government is rarely disturbed, but from 
the most serious provocations, not to be expi- 
ated by any ordinary vengeance. The excesses 
of a free people are less important, because 
their resentments are less serious ; and they - 
can commit a great deal of apparent disorder 
with very little real mischief. An English mob, 
which, to a foreigner, might convey Uie belief 
of an impending massacre, is oAen contented 
by the demolition of a few windows. 

The idea of diminishing the number of con- 
stituents, rather by extending the period of non- 
age to twenty-five years, than by increasing the 
value of the qualification, appears to us to Le 
new and ingenious. No person considers him- 
self as so completely deprived of a share in 
the government, who is to enjoy it when he be- 
comes older, as he would do, were that privi- 
lege deferred till he became richer; time 
comes to all, wealth to few. 

This assembly of representatives, as M^ 
Neckar has constituted it, appears to us to be 
in extreme danger of turning out to be a mere 
collection of country gentlemen. Every thing 
is determined by territorial extent and popnla* 
tion ; and as the voters in towns must, in any 
single division, be almost always inferior to the 
country voters, the candidates will be returned 
in virtue of large landed property ; and that iu' 
finite advantage which is derived to a populai 
assembly, from the variety of characters of 
which it is composed, would be entirely lost* 
under the system of M. Neckar. The sea-ports^ 
the universities, the great commercial towns* 
^should aVl have their separate organs in tht 
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psrliament of a great country. 
be come meaDs of brioffinc: j 



There should 
Dffing in active, able, 
voiing men, who voold snorait to the labour of 
Dosiness, from the stimnlus of hononr and 
wealth. Others should be there, expressly to 
speak the sentiments, and defend the interests 
of the execative. Every popular assembly 
nmst be grossly imperfect, that is not composed 
of such heterogeneous materials as these. Our 
own parliament may perhaps contain within 
itself too many of that species of representa- 
tiyes, who could never have arrived at the dig- 
nity under a pure and perfect system of elec- 
tion ; but, for all the practical purposes of go- 
remment, amidst a great majority fairly elected 
by the people, we should always wish to see a 
certain number of the legislative body repre- 
senting interests very distinct from those of the 
people. 

The legislative part of his constitution M. 
Neckar manages in the following manner. 
There are two councils, the great and the little. 
The great council is composed of five mem- 
l>ers from each department, elected in the man- 
ner we have just described, and amounting to 
the number of six hundred. The assembly is 
r6«lected every five years. No qaalification* 
of property is necessary to its members, who 
receive each a salary of 12,000 livres. No one 
is eligible to the assembly before the age of 
twenty-five years. The little national council 
consists of one hundred members, or from that 
nomber to one hundred and twenty ; one for 
each department It is re-elected every ten 
years ; its members must be thirty years of age ; 
and they receive the same salary as the mem- 
bers of the great council. For the election of 
the little council, each of the five chambers of 
indication, in every department, gives in the 
name of one candidate ; and, from the ff^e so 
named, the same voters who choose the great 
council select one. 

The municipal officers enjoy, in this election, 
the same right of recommending one of the can- 
didates to the people; a privilege which they 
would certainly exercise indirectly, without a 
law, wherever they could exercise it with any 
effect, and the influence of which the sanction 
of the law would at all times rather diminish 
than increase. 

The grand national council commences all 
deliberations which concern public order, and 
the interest of the state, with the exception of 
those only which belong to finance. Neverthe- 
less, the executive and the little council have 
it in their power to propose any law for the con- 
sideration of the grand council. When a law 
has passed the two councils, and received the 
sanction of the executive senate, it becomes 
binding upon the people. If the executive 
senate disapprove of any law presented to them 
for their adoption, they are to send it back to 
the two councils for their reconsideration ; but 
if it pass these two bodies again, with the ap- 
probation of two-thirds of the members of each 
assembly, the executive has no longer the 
power of withholding its assent. All measures 
of finance are to initiate with government. 

* Nothing can be more absurd than our qnallfication 
tar parliament : it is notbing but a foolisb and expen- 
rive lie on parduneat. 
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We believe M. Neckar to be right In his idea 
of not exacting any qualification of property in 
his legislative assemblies. When men are led 
to choose their own governors, they are guided 
in their choice by some one of those motives 
which has always commanded their homage 
and admiration : — if they do not choose wealth, 
they choose birth or talents, or military fame ; 
and of all these species of pre-eminence, a large 
popular assembly should be constituted. In 
England, the laws, requiring that members of 
parliament should be possessed of certain pro- 
perty, are (except in the instance of members 
for counties) practically repealed. 

In the salaries of the members of the two 
councils, with the exception of the expense, 
there is, perhaps, no great balance of good or 
harm. To some men it would be an induce- 
raent to become senators; to others, induced by 
more honourable motives, it would afford the 
means of supporting that situation without dis. 
grace. Twenty-five years of age is certainly 
too late a period for the members of the great 
council. Of what astonishing displays of elo- 
quence and talent should we have been de- 
prived in this country under the adoption of a 
similar rale! 

The institution of two assemblies constitutes 
a check upon the passion and precipitation by 
which the resolutions of any single popular as- 
sembly may occasionally be governed. The 
chances, that one will correct the other, do not 
depend solely upon their dividoality, but upon 
the different ingredients of which they are com- 
posed, and that difference of system and spirit, 
which results from a difference of conforma* 
tion. Perhaps M. Neckar has not sufficiently 
attended to this consideration. The difference 
between his two assemblies is not very mate- 
rial ; and the same popular fury which marked 
the proceedings of the one, would not be very 
sure of meeting with an adequate corrective in 
the dignified coolness and wholesome gravity 
of the other. 

All power which is tacitly allowed to devolve 
upon the executive part of a government, from 
the experience that it is most convenit,ntly 
placed there, is both safer, and less likely to be 
complained of, than that which is conferred 
upon it by law. If M. Neckar had placed some 
agents of the executive in the great council, all 
measures of finance would, m fact, have origi* 
nated in them, without any exclusive right to 
such initiation; but the right of initiation, from 
M. Neckar*s contrivance, is likely to excite that 
discontent in the people, which alone can render 
it dangerous and objectionable. 

In this plan of a republic, every thing seems 
to depend upon the purity and the moderation 
of its governors. The executive has no con- 
nection with the great council ; the members of 
the great council have no motive of hope^ or 
interest, to consult the wishes of the executive. 
The assembly, which is to give example to the 
nation, and enjoy its confidence, is composed of 
six hundred men, whose passions have no other 
control than that pure love of the public, which 
it is hoped they may possess, and that cool inves- 
tigation of interests, which it is Aoptd they may 
pursue. 

Of the effects oC ^ucVw ^ ^A'&siQ^sQSo«s^^E%^3c^ 
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Uriag aiMt be canjeotcired ; for expcrieoee ena- 
Met us to make no assertion respecting it 
There is on^ one govemment in the modem 
worid, which, from the effects it has produced, 
and the time it has endured, can with justice t>e 
called good and free. Its constitation, in books, 
aontains the description of a legislative assem- 
•Uj, similar to that of M. Neckar's. Happily, 
lierhaps, for the people, the share they have 
iwaUy enjoyed in its election, is mach less ample 
than that allotted to them in this repablic of the 
eloset How long a really popular assembly 
wouki tolerate any rival and co-existing power 
m the state — for what period the feeble ezecn- 
live, and the untitled, unblazoned peers of a 
republic, could not stand against it — ^whether 
any institutions, compatible with the essence 
and meaning of a republic, could prevent it 
from absorbing all the dignity, the popularity 
and the power of the state* — are questions that 
.we leave for the resolution of wiser heads ; with 
Ihesincerest joy, that we have only a theoretical 
interest in stating them.* 
. The executive senate is to consist of seven ; 
And the right of presenting the candidates, and 
•electing from the candidates alternately from 
one assembly to the other, i. e. on a vacancy, 
4ke great council present three candidates to 
the little council, who select one from that 
Aomber ; and, on the next vacancy, by the in- 
version of this process, the little council pre- 
sent, and the great council select ; and so alter- 
nately. The members of the executive must 
be thirty-five years of age. Their measures 
are determined by a majority. The president, 
called the Consul, has a casting vote : his sal- 
ary is fixed at 300,000 livres ; that of all the 
other senators at 60,000 livres. The office of 
consul is annual. Every senator enjoys it in 
his turn. Every year one senator goes out, 
unless re-elected ; which he may be once, and 
even twice, if he unites three-fourths of the 
votes of each council in his favour. The exe- 
cutive shall name to all civil and military of- 
fices, except to those of mayors and municipali- 
ties. Political negotiations, and connections 
with foreign countries, fall under the direction 
of the executive. Declarations of war or 
peace, when presented by the executive to the 
legislative body, are to be adopted, the first by 
a majority of three-fiAhs, the last by a simple 
majority. The parade, honours, and ceremo- 
nies of the executive, devolve upon the consul 
alone. The members of the senate, upon going 
oat of office, become members of the little 
council, to the number of seven. Upon the 
vacation of an eighth senator, the oldest ex- 
tenator in the little council resigns his seat to 
make room for him. All responsibility rests 
upon the consul alone, who has a right to stop 
the proceedings of a majority of the executive 
senate, by declaring them unconstitutional; 
and if the majority persevere, in spite of this 
declaration, the dispute is referred to and de- 
cided by a secret committee of the little coun- 
cil. 

M. Neckar takes along with him the same 
uistake through the whole of his constitution, 
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hf conferring the cMce cf candidates on one 
body, and the election of the member on nn- 
other: so that tbon^^ thcaltemnlion wonM tniee 
place between the two council^ it wonld tnrm 
out to be in an order direcdy opposite to iIki 
which was intended. 

We perfectly acquiesce im die reasons iL 
Neckar has alleged for the preference given lo 
an executive constituted of many individiudi^ 
rather than of one. ne prise of snnreBse 
power is too tempting to admit of fair play in 
the game of ambition ; and it is wise lolnsen 
its value by dividing it : at least it is wise Is 
do so under a form of government that cannot 
admit the better expedient of rendering the en>,. 
ecutive hereditary; an expedient (gross nnd 
absurd as it seems to be) the liest calculated, 
perhaps, to obviate the effiscts of ambition upon 
the stability of governments, by narrowing the 
field on which il acts, and the object for which 
it contends. The Americans have determined 
otherwise, and adopted an elective presidency: 
but there are innumerable circumstances, as 
M. Neckar venr justly observes, which lender 
the example of America inapplicable to otiier 
governments. America is a federative repob- 
lic, and the extensive jurisdiction of the in^ 
vidual states exonerates the president from so 
great a portion of the cares of domestic go* 
vemment, that he may almost be eonsiderad 
as a mere minister of foreign affairs. America 
presents such an immediate, and such a sedoc> 
mg species of provision to all its inhabitants, 
that it has no idle discontented populace, its 
population amounts only to six millions, and it 
is not condensed in such masses as the popnp- 
lation of Europe. AAer all, an experiment of 
twenty years is never to be cited in polities ; 
nothing can be built upon such a slender infer« 
ence.* Even if America were to remain sta* 
tionary, she might find that she had presented 
too fascinating and irresistible an object to hi^ 
man ambition: of course, that peril is increas- 
ed by every augmentation of a people, who are 
hastening on, with rapid and irresistible pace, 
to the highest eminences of human grandear. 
Some contest for power there must be in eveiy 
free state : but the contest for vicarial and de* 
puted power, as it implies the presence of a 
moderator and a master, is more prudent than 
the struggle for that which is original and sn* 
preme. 

The difficulty of reconciling the responsi- 
bility of the executive with its dignity, HL 
Neckar foresees ; and states, but does not ress^ 
dy. An irresponsible executive, the jeadonsy 
of a republic would never tolerate ; and its 
amenability to punishment, by degrading it in 
the eyes of the people, diminishes its power. 

All the leading features of ciml hhtrty are 
copied from the constitution of this country, 
with hardly any variation. 

Having thus finished his project of a repub- 
lic, M. Neckar proposes the government of this 
country as the best model of a temperate and 
hereditary monarchy ; pointing out such alter- 
ations in it as the genius of the French people^ 
the particular circumstances in which they am 
placed, or the abuses which have crept into 
our policy, may require. From one or the 
other of these motives lie re-esublishes the 
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. Mliqot law ;* Ibrnis kb deotioM mfttr die 
•MM maBner as that previooslT deacribed la 
kis acb«me of a repablic; and ezclodet the 
ciergj from the bouse of peers. This latter 
assembly M. Neekar composes of 360 heredi- 
tary peers chosen from the best families in 
France, and of 60 assistant peers enjoying that 
dignity for life only, and nominated bj the 
«rown. The number of hereditary peers is 
limited as above ; the peerage goes only in the 
-male line ; and upon each peer is perpetaally 
entailed landed property to the amount of 
. dO,000 livres. This partial creation of peers 
for. life only, appears to remedy a very material 
defect in the English consiiiuiion. An heredi- 
tary legislative aristocracy not only adds to the 
dignity of the throne, and establishes that gra- 
dation of ranks which is, perhaps, absolutely 
aeoessary to its security, but it transacts a con- 
ai^rable share of the business of the nation, 
as well in the framing of laws as in the dis- 
charge of its juridical functions. But men of 
tank and wealth, though they are interested by 
a splendid debate, will not submit to the drudg- 
try of business, much less can they be supposed 
•oaversant in all the niceties of law questions. 
It i» therefore necessary to add to their number 
a eertain portion of novi honnnttf men of estab- 
lished character for talents, and upon whom 
the previous tenor of their lives has necessa- 
rily impressed the habits of business. The 
evil of this is, that the title descends to their 
posterity, without the talents and the utility 
that procured it; and the dignity of the peerage 
is impaired by the increase of its numbers : 
act only so, but as the peerage is the reward 
of military, as well as the earnest of civil ser- 
vices, and as the annuity commonly granted 
with it is only for one or two lives, we are in 
some danger of seeing a race of nobles wholly 
dependent upon the crown for their support, 
and sacrificing their political freedom to their 
aecessities. These evils are effectually, as it 
should seem, obviated by the creation of a eer^ 
tMi»r\ wHmber of peers for life only ; and the in- 
crease of power which it seems to give to the 
crown, is very fairly counteracted by the ex- 
clusion of the episcopacy, and the limitation 
of the hereditary peerage. As the weight of 
business in the upper house would principally 
devolve upon the created peers, and as they 
would hardly arrive at that dignity without 
having previously acquired great civil or mili- 
tary reputation, the consideration they would 
aajoy would be little inferior to that of the 
other part of the aristocracy. When the no- 
Wffte of nature are fairly opposed to ihe nobleut 
created by political institutions, there is little 
fear that the former should suffer by the com- 
parison. 

If the clergy are suffered to sit in the lower 
house, the exclusion of the episcopacy from 
ihe upper house is of less importance : but, in 
•ome nart of the legislative bodies, the inter- 



• A iHMt Penslbte and valaable law, l>anl«hinK gnl- 
.kuKry And chivalry from cahineu, and preveDtiag the 
'amiab.e antics of grave tlatetmen. 

t The moat naeleas and oflfenalve tumour in the body 
politic, is the titled son of a great man whose merit has 

Steed him in the peerage. The name. Ace, slid per- 
pe the pension, remain. The da:mon is gone; or 
srs b a uWtla tUvovr from the cask, but K b empty. 



•Sis of the church ought miqaestioDably to be 
represeated. This eonaidefation M. Neekar 
wholly passes over.* 

Though this gentleman considers an heredU 
tary monarchy as preferable in the abstract, he 
de«tts it impossible that such a govemmepi 
could be established in France, under her pra- 
sent circumstances, from Ihe impracticabili^ 
of establishing with it an hereditary aristocra- 
cy; because the property, and the force of 
opinion, which constituted their real power, aie 
no more, and cannot be restored. Though we 
entirely agree with M. Neekar, that an heredi- 
tary aristocracy is a Mctsnary part of temperate 
monarchy, and that the latter must exist upos 
the base of the former, or not at all — we are bf 
no means converts to the very decided opiniom 
he has expressed of the impossibility of restofu 
ing them both to France. 

We are surprised that M. Neekar should «l- 
tempt to build any strong argument upon tht 
durability of opinions in nations that are about 
to underg:o, or that have recently undergoaob 
great political changes. What opinion was 
there in. favour of a republic in 17801 Or 
against it in 17941 Or, what opinion is there 
now in favour of it in 18U21 Is not the tide 
of opinions, at this moment, in France, setting 
back with a strength equal to its flowl and is 
there not reason to presume, that, for some timie 
to come, their ancient institutions may be 
adored with as much fury as they were de- 
stroyed 1 If opinion can revive in favour of 
kings (and M. Neekar allows it may), why not 
in favour of nobles 1 It is true their property 
is in the hands of other persons ; and the whola 
of that species of proprietors will exert theo^ 
selves to the utmost to prevent a restoration sa 
pernicious to their interests. The obstacle it 
certainly of a very formidable nature. But 
why this weight of property, so weak a'weapom ' 
of defence to its ann'rn/, should be deemed so 
irresistible in the hands of its prtunt possesso^8^ 
we are at a loss to conceive; unless, indeed, it 
be supposed, that antiquity of possession dv 
minishes the sense of right and the vigour of 
retention ; and that men will struggle harder to 
keep what they have acquired, only yesterday, 
than that which they have possessed, by then- 
selves or their ancestors, for six centuries. 

In France, the inferiority of the price of 
revolutionary lands to others, is immense. Of 
the former species, church land is consideraUjr 
dearer than the forfeited estates of emigranta. 
Whence the difference of price, but from the 
estimated difference of security 1 Can any fact 
display more strongly the state of public opiniom 
with regard to the probability of a future rest^ 
ration of these estates, either partial or total I 
and can any circumstance facilitate the execu- 
tion of such a project more than the general 
belief that it will be executed 1 M. Neekar 
allows, that the impediments to the formation 
of a republic are very serious ; but thinks they 
would all yield to the talents and activity of 
Buonaparte, if he were to dedicate himself to 

• The parochial clergy are aa much unrepresented la 
the Enclish Parliament as they are In the ParllsmeM 
of Brobdif nag. The bishops make Just what laws th«y 
pleaau, and the hearing they may have on the happtaMS 
of the clergy at large never for one mQm«,%Vt««M^ -aA* 
tiM iai\o«s tQ^1^a«flX\ltttk «\ ^v^^WMiX. 
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the soperinteBdeBe* of snob a govenment 
doring the period of its infancy : of eoone* 
tlierefore, lie is to suppose the same power 
dedicated to the formation of an heredilaiy 
flKmarchy: or his parallel of difficolties is an- 
JDSt, and his preference irrationaL Buonaparte 
eonld represent the person of a monarch, doring 
his life, as well as he could represent the ezecu- 
tive of a repuhlic ; and if he could overcome 
the turbulence of electors, to whom freedom 
was new, he could appease the jealousy that 
his generals would entertain of the returning 
nobles. Indeed, without such powerful inter- 
rention, this latter objection does not appear to 
OS to be by any means insuperable. K Uie his- 
tory of our own restoration were to be acted 
oirer again in France, and royally and aristo- 
Cfacy brought back by the military successor 
of Buonaparte, it certainly could not be done 
without a very liberal distribution of favours 
among the great leaders of the army. 

Jealousy of the executive is one feature of a 
republic; in consequence, that government is 
dogged with a multiplicity of safeguards and 
restrictions, which render it unfit for investi- 
gating complicated details, and managing ex- 
tensive relations with vigour, consistency, and 
despatch. A republic, therefore, is better fitted 
ibr a little state than a large one. 

A love of equality is another very strong 
principle in a republic ; therefore it does not 
tolerate hereditary honour or wealth ; and all 
the effect produced upon the minds of the people 
by this factitious power is lost, and the govern- 
ment weakened; but, in proportion as the 
government is less able to command, the people 
should be more willing to obey; therefore a 
republic is better suited to a moral than an im- 
moral people. 

A people who have recently experienced great 
evils from the privileged orders and from mon- 
archs, love republican forms so much, that the 
warmth of their inclination supplies, in some 
degree, the defect of their institutions. Immt' 
Mately, therefore, upon the destruction of des- 
potism, a republic may be preferable to a limited 
monarchy. 

And yet, though narrowness of territory, 
purity of morals, and recent escape from des- 
potism, appear to be the circumstances which 
most strongly recommend a republic, M. Neckar 
proposes it to the most numerous and the most 
profligate people in Europe, Vho are disgusted 
with the very name of liberty, from the incredi- 
ble evils they have suffered in pursuit of it. 

Whatever be the species of free government 
adopted by France, she can adopt none without 
the greatest peril. The miserable dilemma in 
uhich men living under bad governments are 
placed,, is, that, without a radical revolution, 
they may never be able to gain liberty at all ; 
and, with it, the attainment of liberty appears 
to be attended with almost insuperable difficul- 
ties. To call upon a nation, on a sudden, totally 
destitute of such knowledge and experience, to 
perform all the manifold functions of a free 
constitution, is to entrust valuable, delicate, and 
abstruse mechanism, to the rudest skill and the 
grossest ignorance. Public acts may confer 
iibertyf biit experience only can teach a people 
»t asff it; and, till they hare gained that expe- 



rience, tbcT are liable to tumult, to jealoMr* to 
edliskm of powers, and to every erii to which 
men are espKieed, who are desirous of present- 
ing a great good, withont knowing bow to set 
about it In an oldestaUisbed system of liberty^ 
like our own, the encroachments whidi one de> 
partment of the state makes on any other, are 
slow, and hardly intentional ; the political feeU 
ings and the constitutional knowledge whidi 
every Englishman possesses, create a poldic 
voice, which tends to secure the tranquillity of 
the whole. Amid the crude sentiments asd 
new-bom precedents of sudden liberty, the 
crown might destroy the commons, or the 
commons the crown, almost before the people 
had formed any opinion of the nature of their 
contention. A nation grown free in a single 
day, is a child bom with the limbs and the 
vigour of a man, who would take a drawn 8|ford 
for his rattle, and set the house in a blaze, that 
he might chuckle over the splendour. 

Why can factious eloquence produce such 
limited effects in this country 1 Partly because 
we are accustomed to it, and know how to a^ 
predate it. We are acquainted with popular 
assemblies ; and the language of our Parli^ 
ment produces the effect it ought upon pnblie 
opinion, because long experience enables as to 
conjecture the real motives by which men are 
actuated ; to separate <he vehemence of party 
spirit from the language of principle and tmth; 
and to discover whom we can trust, and whom 
we cannot The want of all this, and of much 
more than this, must retard, for a very long pe- 
riod, the practical enjoyment of liberty in 
France, and present very serious obstacles to 
her prosperity ; obstacles little dreamed of by 
men who seem to measure the happiness and 
future grandeur of France by degrees of Ion*, 
gitude and latitude, and who believe she might 
acquire liberty with as much facility as she 
could acquire Switzerland or Naples. 

M. Neckar's observations on the finances of 
France, and on finance in general, are usefuK 
entertaining, and not above the capacity of 
every reader. France, he says, at the begin- 
ning of 1781, had 438 millions of revenue; 
and, at present 540 millions. The state paid, 
in 1781, about 315 millions in pensions, the in- 
terest of perpetual debts, and debts for life. It 
pays, at present, 80 millions in interests and 
pensions ; and owes about 12 millions for anti- 
cipations on the public revenue. A considera- 
ble share of the increase of the revenue is 
raised upon the conquered countries ; and the 
people are liberated from tithes, corv^es, and 
the tax on salt. This, certainly, is a magnifi- 
cent picture of finance. The best informed 
people at Paris, who would be very glad to con- 
sider it as a copy from life, dare not contend 
that it is so. At least, we sincerely ask pardon 
of M. Neckar, if our information as to this 
point be not correct : but we believe he is gen^ 
rally considered to have been misled by the 
public financial reports. 

In addition to the obvious causes which keep 
the interest of money so high in France, M. 
Neckar states one which we shall present to 
our readers : — 

** There is one means for the establishment 
of credit," he says, « equally important with 



WOBKS OF THE RBT. STDNBT BBflTH. 



Ilie oidiere which I have stated — a sentiment of 
respect for morals, sufficiently difiased to over- 
awe Uie government, and intimidate it from 
treating with bad faith any solemn engagements 
ocmtraeted in the name of the state. It it tki$ 
rtipceC for moralt wpkieh ttemt at pruent to haoe<H»' 
appeand? a respect which the Revolation has 
d^troyed, and which is unquestionably one of 
the firmest supports of national faith." 

The terrorists of this country are so ex- 
ttemdy alarmed at the power of Buonaparte, 
dMrt they ascribe to him resources which M. 
Neekar very justly observes to be incompati- 
ble— despotism and credit Now, clearly, if he 
is so omnipotent in France as he is represented 
10 be, there is an end of all credit; for nobody 
will trust /Urn whom nobody can compel to pay ; 
and if he establishes a credit, he loses all that 
temporary vigour which is derived from a re- 
vokitionary govemmenL Either the despotism 
or the credit of France directed against this 
eoontry would be highly formidable ; but, both 
together, can never be directed at the same 



Id this' part of his work, M. Neekar very 
joMAy points out one of the most capital defects 
of Mr. Pitt's administration ; who always sup- 
posed that the power of France was to cease 



with her credit, and measured the period of her 
existence by the depreciation of her assignats. 
Whereas, France was never more powerful 
than when she was totally unable to borrow a 
single shilling in the whole circumference of 
Europe, and when her assignats were not worth 
the paper on which they were stamped. 

Such are the principal contents of M. Neck- 
ar*s very respectable work. Whether, in the 
course of that work, his political notions ap- 
pear to be derived from a successful study of 
the passions of mankind, and whether his plan 
for the establishment of a republican govern** 
ment in France, for the ninth or tenth time, 
evinces a more sanguine, or a more sagaciotn 
mind, than the rest of the world, we would rft* 
ther our readers should decide for themselves, 
than expose ourselves to any imputation of ar* 
rogance, by deciding for them. But when we 
consider the pacific and impartial disposition 
which characterizes the Lait Viewt on PoHtin 
and Finance, the serene benevolence which it 
always displays, and the pure morals which it 
always inculcates, we cannot help entertaining 
a high respect for its venerable author, and fee- 
ing a fervent wish, that the last views of every 
public man may proceed from a heart as up- 
right, and be directed to objects as good. 
s3 



CATTEAU, TABLEAU DES ETATS DAIJOIS.* 
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T» object of this book is to exhibit a pie- 
t«re of the kingdom of Denmark, ander all its 
social relations, of politics, statistics, science, 
Morals, manners, and eTery thing vhich can 
iaflaence its character and importance, as a 
free and independent collection of human 
bnngs« 

This book 19, upon the whole, execnted with 
great diligence and good sense. Some sab- 
jecis of importance are passed over, indeed, 
witfa too moch haste; bat if the poblication 
httd exceeded its present magnitude, it would 
aooo have degenerated into a mere book of 
reference, impossible to be read, and fit only, 
like a dictionary, for the purposes of occasional 
appeal : It would not have been a picture pre- 
senting us with an interesting epitome of the 
w^le; but a typographical plan, detailing, 
with minute and fatiguing precision, every 
trifling circumstance, and every subordinate 
feature. Wc shonld be far from objecting to a 
much more extended and elaborate perform- 
ance than the present; because those who 
read, and those who write, are now so nume- 
rous, that there is room enough for varieties 
and modifications of the same subject: but 
information of this nature, conveyed in a form 
and in a size adapted to continuous reading, 
gains in surface what it loses in depth, — and 
gives general notions to many, though it can- 
not afibrd all the knowledge which a few have 
it in their power to acquire, from the habits 
of more patient labour, and more profound 
research. 

This work, though written at a period when 
enthusiasm or disgust had thrown most men's 
minds off their balance, is remarkable, upon 
the whole, for sobriety and moderation. The 
observations, though seldom either strikingly 
ingenious or profound, are just, temperate, and 
always benevolent We are so far from per- 
iCeiving any thing like extravagance in Mr. 
Catteau, that we are inclined to think he is 
occasionally too cautious for the interests of 
truth; that he manages the court of Den- 
mark with too much delicacy; and exposes, 
by distant and scarcely perceptible touches, 
that which it was his duty to have brought 
out boldly and strongly. The most disa- 
greeable circumsUince in the style of the 
book is, the author's compliance with that 
irresistible avidity of his country to declaim 
upon common-place subjects. He goes on, 
mingling bucolic details and sentimental effu- 
sions, melting and measuring, crying and cal- 
culating, in a manner which is very bad, if it 
is poetry, and worse if it is prose. In speaking 
of the mode of cultivatiqg potatoes, he cannot 
avoid calling the potato a modest vegetable : and 
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when he comes to the exportatiiMi «>f hofses 
from the duchy of Holstein, we laara llfett 
** these animals are dragged from the bosom of 
their peaceable and modest country, to hear, ia 
foreign regions, the sound of the warlike trm^ 
pet; to carry the combatant amid the hostils 
ranks ; to increase the ^lat of some ponqwas 
procession; or drag, ia gilded oar, soma 
favourite of fortune." 

We are sorry to be compelled to aoCiet 
these untimely effusions, especially as they 
may lead to a suspicion of the fidelity of tw 
work ; of which fidelity, from .actual examiaa* 
tion of many of the authorities referred to, va 
have not the most remote doubt. Mr. Catleaa 
is to be depended upon as securely as any 
writer, going over such various and extensiva 
ground, can ever be depended upon. Hb is 
occasionally guilty of some trifling ioaoeura* 
cies; but what he advances is commonly de> 
rived from the most indisputable authorities ; 
and he has condensed together a mass of infor- 
mation, which will render his book the most 
accessible and valuable road of knowledge, to 
those who are desirous of making any re 
searches respecting the kingdom of Den 
mark. 

Denmark, since the days of piracy, has 
hardly been heard of out of the Baltic. Mar- 
garet, by the union of Calmar, laid the founda* 
tion of a monarchy, which (could it have been 
preserved by hands as strong as those which 
created it) would have exercised a powerful 
influence upon the destinies of Europe, and 
have strangled, perhaps in the cradle, the in- 
fant force of Russia. Denmark, reduced to 
her ancient bounds by the p^riotism and 
talents of Gustavus Vasa, has never since 
been able to emerge into notice by her. own 
natural resources, or the genius of her minis* 
ters and her monarchs. During that period; 
Sweden has more than once threatened to give 
laws to Europe ; and, headed by Charles and 
Gustavus, has broke out into chivalrous eniei» 
prises, with an heroic valour, which merited 
wiser objects, and greater ultimate success^ 
The spirit of the Danish nation has, for the 
last two or three centuries, been as little ear* 
ried to literature or to science, as to war. 
They have written as little as they have donei 
With the exception of Tycho Brah6 and • 
volume of shells, there is hardly a Danish 
book, or a Danish writer, known five mika 
from the Great Belt. It is not sufficient to say^ 
that there are many authors read and admired 
in Denmark : there are none that have passed 
the Sound, none that have had energy enough 
to force themselves into the circulation of E«> 
rope, to extort universal admiration, and livc^ 
without the aid of municipal praise, and loeal 
approbation. From the perioo, however, of the 
ftrsx of \\ie BetiisxoT{!t&^ u«nmaxk has made • 
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rt spriag, M4 htt advaiiced more within 
last tweatj or thirty yean, than .for the 
iset preocding eeatories. The peasants are 
low emancipated; the laws of commerce, 
fiveiini and interior, are simpli^ed and ex- 
panded; the transport of com and cattle is 
made free ; a considerable degree of liberty is 
granted to the press ; and slavery is to cease 
tkis very year in their West Indian possessions. 
If Bmest Bemstorff was the author of some 
kas considerable measures, they are to be 
amibnted more to the times, than to the defects 
of his understanding, or of his heart To this 
great minister sncceeded the favourite Struen- 
aae, and to him Ove Guildberg: the first, with 
viows of improvements, not destitute of libe- 
nitty or genius, but little guided by judgment, 
or marked by moderation ; the latter, devoid 
of that energy and firmness which were ne- 
eeasary to execute the good he intended. In 
1TB8, when the king became incapal)Ie of bo- 
aimess, and the crown-prince assumed the go- 
fvnimeat, Count Andrew DernstorflT, nephew 
of Ernest, was called to the ministry: and, 
while some nations were shrinking from the 
vary name of innovation, and others overturn- 
nf every establishment and violating every 
pnnciple, Demstorff steadily pursued, and ulti- 
mately efi*ected, the gradual and bloodless 
iBMlioration of his country. His name will 
•tor form a splendid epoch in the history of 
Denmark. The spirit of economical research 
and improvement which emanated from him 
Mill remains ; while the personal character of 
the prince of Denmark, and the zeal with 
which he seconded the projects of his favourite 
minister, seem to afl^ord a guarantee for the 
oontin nation of the same system of adminis- 
nation. 

In his analysis of the present state of Den- 
mark, Mr. Catteau, after a slij?ht historical 
rimtch of that country, di\ndes his subject into 
sixteen sections. 

1. Geographical and physical qualities of 
the Danish territory : 2, Form of Government: 
S. Administration: 4. Institutions relative to 
government and administration : 5. Civil and 
eriminal laws, and judiciary institutions: 6. 
Military system, land, army, and marine : 7. 
Finance : 8. Population: 9. Productive indus- 
tiy, comprehending agriculture, the fisheries, 
and the extraction of mineral substances : 10. 
Mannfactnring indnstry: 11. Commerce, in- 
terior and exterior, including the state of the 
grant roads, the canals of navigation, the mari- 
time insurances, the bank, dec. dec. : IS. Es- 
tablishments of charity and public utility : 13. 
Rsligion: 14. Education : 15. Language, cha- 
neter, manners, and customs: 16. Sciences 
mid arts^ — This division we shall follow. 

From the southern limits of Holstein to the 
ionthem extremity of Norway, the Danish do- 
minions extend to 300 miles* in length, and 

* The mHe aHaded to hrre, nnd thrmif h tt»e whole of 
m» keek. It tlie DanMi mile, IS to n defrae, or 400D toiaea 
iqjmuMi luuMben : iIm ancieiU mUo of Nnrwar ta Madi 
owrt con»lderaMe. 1i niav be as welt to mentioo hore, 
IHm the IHum reckon their money br rixdollan. marks, 
•a4«eh«Uia«a. A risdollar cofsiains 6 marks, and a lautc 
If achelliafii ; M arhalllnss are equal !• oim Uvm ; ooa- 
saneently, tlteMind sterliaf la equal to 4 r. 4 m. 14acfa., 



are, upon an average, from about 50 to 60 in 
breadth ; the whole forms an area of about 
8000 square miles. The western coast of 
Jutland, from Riba to I^emvig, is principally 
alluvial, and presents much greater advan- 
tages to the cultivator than he has yet drawn 
from it. The eastern coast is also extremely 
favourable to vegetation. A sandy and barren 
ridge stretching from north to south, between 
the two coasts, is unfavourable to every spe- 
cies of culture, and hardly capable of support- 
ing the wild and stunted shrubs which lan- 
guish upon its surface. Towards the north, 
where the Jutland peninsula terminates in the 
Baltic, every thing assumes an aspect of bar* 
renness and desolation. It is Arabia, withont 
its sun or its verdant islands ; but not withont 
its tempests or sands, which sometimes over- 
whelm what little feeble agriculture they may 
encounter, and convert the habitual wretched- 
ness of the Jutlanders into severe and cruel 
misfortune. The Danish government has at- 
tempted to remedy this evil, in some measure, 
by encouraging the cultivation of those kinds 
of shrubs which grow on the sea-shore, and 
by their roots give tenacity and aggregation 
to the 'sand. The Elymtu Arenariaj thonj^ 
found to be the most useful for that purpose, 
is still inadequate to the prevention of the ca- 
lamity.* 

The DanLsh isles are of a green and pleasant 
aspect The hills are turfed up to the top, or 
covered with trees ; the valleys animated by 
the passage of clear streams ; and the whole 
strikingly contrasted with the savage sterility, 
or imposing grandeur, of the scenes on the op- 
posite coast of Jutland. All the seas of Den- 
mark are well stored ii-ith fish ; and a vast 
number of deep friths and inlets affords a cheap 
and valuable communication with the interior 
of the country. 

The Danish rivers are neither numerous nor 
considerable. The climate, generally speaking, 
is moist and subject to thick fogs, which al- 
most obscure the horizon. Upon a mean of 
twenty-six years, it has rained for a hundred 
and thirty days every year, and thundered for 
thirteen. Their summer begins with June, and 
ends with September. A calm serene sky, and 
an atmosphere free from vapours, are very 
rarely the lot of the inhabitants of Denmark ; 
but the humidity with which the air is impreg>» 
nated is highly favourable to vegetation ; and 
all kinds of com and grass are cultivated 
there with great success. To the south of 
Denmark are the countries of Sleswick and 
Holstein. Nature has divided these countriea 
into two parts; the one of which is calM 
Gtetsland, the other Marsehland, Geetsland it' 
the elevated ground situated along the Baltlo. 
The soil resembles that of Denmark. The di- 
visitm of Marsehland forms a band or stripe, 
which extends from the Elbe to the frontiers 
of Jutland, an alluvium gained and preserved 
fit>m the sea, by a labour which, though vigi- 
lant and severe, is repaid by the most ample 

* There Is a Danbb work, by Pmfrssor Vlborf , upqa 
i those plants whirh grow in sand. It has been rnry ac- 
lively dbirlbitted In Jutland, by the Daaish adninfaim 
; Umi. and mif ht be of consldtcaMa «ixiWa^ ^ ^Mi%ft ^ 
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profits. The sea, howerery in all these allu- 
yial coontriea, seldom forgets his original 
rights. Marsehland, in the midst of all its 
tranqnillity, fat, and silence, was invaded by 
diis element in the year 1634, with the loss of 
whole villages, many thousands of homed cat- 
tle, and 1600 haman beings. 

Nature is as wild and grand in Norway as 
she is productive in Marsehland. Cataracts 
amid the dark pines ; the eternal snow on the 
monntains; seas that bid adieu to the land, 
and stretch out to the end of the world ; an end- 
leas succession of the great and the terrible^ — 
leave the eye and the mind without repose. 
The climate of Norway is extremely favoura- 
ble to the longevity of the human race, and 
sufficiently so to the life of many animals do- 
mesticated by man. The horses are of good 
breed; the homed cattle excellent, though 
small. Crops of grain are extremely precari- 
ous, and often perish before they come to ma- 
turity.* 

In 16C0, the very year in which this happier 
ooantry was laying the foundations of rational 
liberty by the wise restrictions imposed upon 
its returning monarch, the people of Denmark, 
1^ a solemn act, surrendered their natural 
rights into the hands of their sovereign, en- 
dowed him with absolute power, and, in express 
words, declared him, for all his political acts, 
accountable only to him to whom all kings 
aad govemors are accountable. This revolu- 
tion, similar to that effected by the king and 
people at Stockholm in 1772, was not a change 
from liberty to slavery; but from a worse sort 
of slavery to a better ; from the control of an 
insolent and venal senate, to that of one man : 
it was a change which simplified their degra- 
dation, and, by lessening the number of their 
urrants, put their servitude more out of sight 
There ceased immediately to be an arbitrary 
monarch in every parish, and the distance of 
the oppressor either operated as a diminution 
of the oppression, or was thought to do so. 
The same spirit, to be sure, which urged them 
to victory over one evil, might have led them 
on a little farther to the subjugation of both ; 
and they might have limited the king, by the 
same powers which enabled them to dissolve 
the senate. But Europe, at that period, knew 
no more of liberty than of galvanism ; and the 
peasants of Denmark no more dreamt of be- 
coming free than the inhabitants of Paris do 
at this moment 

At present, Denmark is in theory one of the 
most arbitrary governments on the face of the 
earth. It has remained so ever since the revo- 
lution to which we have just alluded ; in all 
which period the Danes have not, by any im- 
portant act of rebellion, evinced an impatience 
of their yoke, or any sense that the enormous 
power delegated to their monarchs has been 
improperly exercised. In fact, the Danish go- 
vernment enjoys great reputation for its for- 
bearance and mildness; and sanctifies, in a 
rertain degree, its execrable constitution, by 
the moderation with which it is administered. 

* We shall uke little notice of Iceland in this review, 
Ama the attootioa we mean to pay to that raliject in 
gM0 rerJewof " Vome enJceUad, fiut par ordre «ie «a 
if4f0gU VMnoite, "SrJM, 1809, 



We regret extreme! j that Mr. Gattean haj 
given us, upon this curious subject of the 
Danish government, such a timid and sterile 
dissertation. Many governments are despotie 
in law, which are not despotie in fact ; not be* 
cause they are restrained by their own made* 
ration, but because, in spite of their theoretical 
omnipotence, they are compelled, in man/ 
important points, to respect either publie 
opinion or the opinion of other balancing pow^ 
ers, which, without the express recognition <»f 
law, have gradually sprang up in the state. 
Russia, and Imperial Rome, had its praetorian 
guards. Turkey has its uhlema. Public opi* 
nion almost always makes some exceptions to 
its blind and slavish submission ; and in bow* 
ing its neck to the foot of a sultan, stipnlates 
how hard he shall tread. The very fact of en- 
joying a mild government for a century and a 
half, must, in their own estimation, have given 
the Danes a sort of right to a mild govern- 
ment Ancient possession is a good title in aU 
cases ; and the King of Denmark may have 
completely lost the power of doing many just 
and many unjust actions, from never having 
exercised it in particular instances. What 
he has not done for so long a period, he may 
not dare to do now ; and he may in vain pro- 
duce constitutional parchment, abrogated bj 
the general feelings of those whom they were 
intended to control. Instead of any informa- 
tion of this kind, the author of the Tableau haa 
given U3 at full length the constitutional act 
of 1660, and has afforded us no other knowledge 
than we could procure from the most vulgar 
histories; as if state papers were the best 
place to look for constitutions, and as if the 
rights of king and people were really adjusted, 
by the form and solemnity of covenant and 
pacts ; by oaths of allegiance, or oaths of coro- 
nation. 

The king has his privy council, to which he 
names whom he pleases, with the exceptiooi 
of the heir-apparent, and the princes of the 
blood, who sit there of right It is customaiy, 
also, that the heads of colleges should sit 
there. These colleges are the offices in which 
the various business of the state is carried on. 
The chancelry of Denmark interprets all laws 
which concern privileges in litigation, and the 
different degrees of authority belonging to va- 
rious public bodies. It watches over the in- 
terests of church and poor: issues patents, 
edicts, grants, letters of naturalization, legiti- 
macy, and nobility. The archives of the state 
are also under its custody. The German 
chancelry has the same powers and privileges 
in Sleswick and Holstein, which are fiefs of 
the empire. There is a college for foreign al^ 
fairs ; two colleges of finance ; and a college 
of economy and commerce; which, divided 
into four parts, directs its attention to four ob- 
jects: 1. Manufacturing industry: 2. Con^ 
merce : 3. Productions : 4. Possessions in the 
East Indies. AU projects and speculationSf 
relative to any of these objects, are referred lo 
this college ; and every encouragement given 
to the prosecution of such as it may approve* 
There are two other colleges, which respe^ 
lively manage the army and navy. The total 
numbex ia uin«. 
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The court of Denmark is on a footing of 
great simplicity. The pomp introduced by 
uhristian IV., who modelled bis establishments 
after those of Louis XIV., has been laid aside, 
ifid a degree of economy adopted, much more 
congenial to the manners of the people, and 
the resources of the country. The hereditary 
nobility of Denmark may be divided into those 
of the ancient, those of the modem fiefs, and 
the personal nobility. The first class are only 
distinguished from the second, by the more 
extensive privileges annexed to their fiefs ; as 
it has been the policy of the court of Denmark, 
in latter times, not to grant such immunities 
to the possessors of noble lands as had been 
accorded to them at earlier periods. Both of 
these classes, however, derive their nobility 
firom their estates, which are inalienable, and 
descend according to. the laws of primogeni- 
ture. In the third class, nobility derives from 
the person, and not from the estate. To pre- 
vent the female noblesse from marrying be- 
neatli their rank, and to preserve the dignity 
of their order, nine or ten Protestant nunne- 
ries have been from time to time endowed, in 
each of which about twelve noble women arc 
accommodated, who, not bound by any vow, 
find in these societies an economical and ele- 
gant retirement. The nobility of Norway 
have no fiefs. The nobility of Holstein and 
Sleswick derive their nobility from their fiefs, 
and are possessed of very extensive privileges. 
Every thing which concerns their common 
interest is discussed in a convention held 
periodically in the town of Keil ; during the 
vacations of the convention, there is a perma- 
nent deputation resident in the same town. 
Interests so well watched by the nobles them- 
selves, are necessarily respected by the court 
of Denmark. The same institution of free 
nunneries for the female nobility prevails in 
these provinces. Societies of this sort might 
perhaps be extended to other classes, and to 
other countries with some utility. The only 
objection to a nunnery is, that those who 
change their mind cannot change their situa- 
tion. That a number of unmarried females 
should collect together into one mass, and 
subject themselves to some few rules of con- 
venience, is a system which might afford great 
resources and accommodation to a number of 
helpless individuals, without proving injurious 
to the community ; unless, indeed, any very 
timid statesman shall be alarmed at the pro- 
gress of celibacy, and imagine that the increase 
and multiplication of the human race may be- 
come a mere antiquated habit. 

The lowest courts in Denmark are com- 
posed of a judge and a secretary, both chosen 
by the landed proprietors within the jurisdic- 
tion, but confirmed by the king,ln whose name 
all their proceedings are carried on. These 
courts have their sessions once a week in 
Denmark, and are attended by four or five 
burgesses or farmers, in the capacity of asses- 
sors, who occasionally give tlieir advice upon 
subjects of which their particular experience 
may entitle them to judge. From this juris- 
diction there is appeal to a higher court, held 
every month in different places in Denmark, 
ny judges paid by the crown. The last appeal 
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for Norway and Denmark is to the Hoiate 
Rtitf or supreme court, fixed at Copenhagen, 
which is occupied for nine months in the 
year, and composed half of noble, half of 
plebeian judges. This is the only tribunal ia 
which the advocates plead vM voce/ in all the 
others, litigation is carried on by writing. 
The king takes no cognisance of pecuniaxy 
suits determined by this court, but reserves to 
himself a revision of all its sentences which 
affect the life or honour of the subject It hat 
always been the policy of the court of Den- 
mark to render justice as cheap as possible. 
We should have been glad to have learned 
from Mr. Catteau, whether or not the cheap- 
ness of justice operates as an encouragement 
to litigation ; and whether (which we believe 
is most commonly the case) the quality of 
Danish justice is not in the ratio of the price* 
But this gentleman, as we have before re- 
marked, is so taken up by the formal part of 
institutions, that he has neither leisure nor 
inclination to say much of their spirit Thn 
Tribunal of Conciliaiion, established since 1795^ 
is composed of the most intelligent and re- 
spectable men in the vicinage, and its sessions 
are private. It is competent to determine 
upon a great number of civil questions ; and 
if both parties agree to the arrangement pro- 
posed by the court, its decree is registered, and 
has legal authority. If the parties cannot he 
brought to agreement by the amicable inter- 
ference of the mediators, they are at ftJl 
liberty to prosecute their suit in a court of 
justice. All the proceedings of the Tribunal 
of Conciliation are upon unstamped paper, 
and they cannot be protracted longer tnan 
fiAeen days in the country, and eight days in 
the towns, unless both parties consent to a 
longer delay. The expenses, which do not 
exceed three shillings, are not payable, bat in 
case of reconciliation. During the three years 
preceding this institution, there came before 
the courts of law, 25,521 causes; and, for the 
three years following, 9653, making the att»^ 
niahing difference of fifteen thotuand eight Jlmft- 
dred and sixty-three latvstUta, The idea of this 
court was taken from the Dutch, among whom 
it likewise produced the most happy effects. 
And when we consider what an important 
point it is, that there should be time for dis- 
putants to cool; the strong probability there 
is, that four or five impartial men from the 
vicinage will take a right view of the case^ 
and the reluctance that any man must feel to 
embark his reputation and property in opposi- 
tion to their opinion, we cannot entertain a 
doubt of the beauty and importance of the 
invention. It is hardly possible that it should 
be bad justice which satisfies both parties, and 
this species of mediation has no validity but 
upon such condition. It is carious, loo, to* 
remark, how much the progress of ranconi 
obstructs the natural sense of justice ; it vp- 
pears that plaintiff and defendant were hoik 
satisfied in 15,868 causes: if all these catises 
had come on to a regular hearing, and the 
parties been inflamed by the expense and the 
publicity of the quarrel, we doubt if there 
would have been one single man oat of the 
whole number who would Vivi^ %fi2EBkS!r«\%A^^ 
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4tM his cause was jnstijr given against 



There are some provisions in the criminal 
law of Denmark, for the personal liberty of 
flie subject, which cannot be of mnch import- 
ance, 80 long as the dispensing power is vested 
in the crown ; however, though they are not 
ttnch, they are better than nothing ; and have 
probably some effect in offences merely crimi- 
nal, where the passions and interests of the 
governors do not interfere. Mr. Catteau con- 
siders the law which admits the accused to 
bail, upon finding proper security, to be unjust, 
because die poor cannot avail themselves of 
it But this is bad reasoning : for every coun- 
tey has a right to impose such restrictions and 
liens upon the accused, that they shall be 
forthcoming for trial ; at the same time, those 
restrictions are not to be more severe than the 
necessity of the case requires. The primary 
•nd most obvious method of security is im- 
prisonment Whoever can point out any 
alher method of effecting the same object, less 
oppressive to himself and as satisfactory to 
tne justice of the country, has a right to re- 
fnire that it be adopted; whoever cannot, 
mast remain in prison. It is a principle that 
should never be lost sight of, that an accused 
person is presumed to be innocent; and that 
no other vexation should be imposed upon 
bim than what is absolutely necessary for the 
purposes of future investigation. The im- 
msonment of a poor man, because he cannot 
find bail, is not a gratuitous vexation, but a 
necessary severity ; justified only, because no 
other nor milder mode of security can, in that 
particular instance, be produced. 

Inquisitorial and penal torture is, in some 
instances, allowed by the laws of Denmark : 
tiie former, after having been abolished, was 
re-established in 1771. The corporations have 
been gradually and covertly attacked in Den- 
mark, as they have been in Great Britain. 
The peasants, who had before been attached 
to the soil, were gradually enfranchised be- 
tween 1788 and 1800; so that, on the first day 
of the latter year, there did not remain a single 
slave in the Danish dominions ; or, to speak 
more correctly, slavery was equalized among 
an ranks of people. We need not descant on 
the immense importance of this revolution ; and 
if Mr. Catteau had been of the same opinion, we 
should have been spared two pages of very bad 
declamation; beginning, in the true French 
Style, with "oh toi," and going on with what 
might be expected to follow such a beginning. 

The great mass of territorial proprietors in 
Denmark are the signiors, possessing fiefs with 
very extensive privileges and valuable exemp- 
tions from taxes. Many persons hold lanas 
under these proprietors, with interests in the 
land of very difl^rent descriptions. There are 
•ome cultivators who possess freeholds, but 
Ifae number of ihese is very inconsiderable. 
The greater number of farmers are what the 
Trench call Metayers, put in by the landlord, 
ibmished with stock and seed at his. expense, 
and repaying him in product, labour, or any 
other manner agreed on in the contract. This 
2r the Brat, or lowest stage of tenantry, and 
/r ibe sareat sign of a poor country. The 



feudal system aerer took root very deeply in 
Norway: the greater part of the lands are 
fieehold, and cultivated by their owners. 
Those which are held under the few privil^;ed 
fiefs which still exist in Norway, are subjetSed 
to less galling conditions than farms of a simi- 
lar tenure in Denmark. Marriage is a mere 
civil contract among the privileged orders: 
the presence of a priest is necessary for jts 
celebration among the lower orders. In eveiy 
lai^^e town, there are two public tutors ap- 
pointed, who, in conjunction with the magis- 
trates, watch over the interests of wards, at 
the same time that they occupy themselves 
with the care of the education of children 
within the limits of their jurisdiction. Natural 
children are perhaps more favoured in Den- 
mark than in any other kingdom of Enrope; 
they have half the portion which the law 
allots to legitimate children, and the whole i£ 
there are no legitimate. 

A very curious circumstance took place in 
the kingdom of Denmark, in the middle of the 
last century, relative to the infliction of capital 
punishments upon malefactors. They were 
attended from the prison to the place of execu- 
tion by priests, accompanied by a very nu- 
merous procession, singing psalms, dbc. Ac : 
which ended, a long discourse was addressed 
by the priest to the culprit, who was hung as 
soon as he had heard it. This spectacle, and 
all the pious cares bestowed upon the cri^ 
minals, so far seduced the imaginations of the 
common people, that many of Uiem committed 
murder purposely to enjoy such inestimable 
advantages, and the government was positively 
obliged to make hanging dull as well as deadly, 
before it ceased to be an object of popular 
ambition. 

In 1796, the Danish land forces amounted 
to 74,654, of which 60,880 were militia.* 
Amongst the troops on the Norway establish- 
ment, is a regiment of skaters. The pay of a 
colonel in the Danish service is about 1740 
rixdoUars />er annum, with some perquisites; 
that of a private 6 schellings a day. The 
entry into the Danish states from the German 
side is naturally strong. The passage between 
Lubeck and Hamburg is only eight miles^and 
the country intersected by marshes, rivers, 
and lakes. The straits of the Baltic afford 
considerable security to the Danish isles ; and 
there are very few points in which an army 
could penetrate through the Norway moun- 
tains to overrun that country. The principal 
fortresses of Denmark are Copenhagen, 
Rendsbhurg, Gluchstadt, and Frederickshall. 
In 1801, the Danish navy consisted of 3 ships 
of 80 guns, 12 of 74, 2 of 70, 3 of 64, and 2 of 
60 ; 4 frigates of 40, 3 of 36, 3 of 24, and a 
number of small vessels ; in all, 22 of the Hne, 
and 10 frigates.f 



* The militia is not embodied in regimente bj indi; 
but divided amoriK the various reffiments of the Irae. 

f In 1791, the Swedish army amounted to 47,000 men, 
reffniara and militia ; their navjr to not more itMa IS 
ships of the line : before the war it was about equal to 
the Danish navy. The author of Voyagt des deux #>««• 
fit places the reirular troops of Russia at 350,000 Men 
exclusive of foards and farrisoiM; and her navy.M ft 
•xlsiad hi 1701, at SO fHffates, awl 50 saU of the ttna, of 
wkkk 9 were of 110 guns. TlUa is a brkf picture of tht 
Ibftm «f tlM BalUe powers. 
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The revenues of Denmark are derived from 
the interest of a capital formed by die sale of 
crown lands ; from a share in the tithes ; from 
the rights of fishing and hunting let to farm ; 
from licenses granted to the farmers to distil 
their own spirits ; from the mint, post, turn- 
pikes, lotteries, and the passage of the Sound. 
About the year 1760, the number of vessels 
which passed the Sound both ways, was 
annually from 4000 to 5000; in 1762, the 
number of 6000 was considered as very er 
traordinary. They have increased since in 
the following ratio ; — 



1770 


7,736 


1777 


9,047 


1783 


11,166 


1790 


9,734 


1796 


12,113 


1800 


9,048 



In 1770, the Sound duties amounted to 
469,890 rixdoUars; and they have probably 
been increased since that period to about half 
a million. To these sources of revenue are 
to be added, a capitation tax, a land tax, a tax 
on rank, a tax on places, pensions, and the 
clergy ; the stamps, customs, and excise ; con- 
stituting a revenue of 7,270,172 rixdollars.* 
The following is a table of the expenses of the 
Danish government. 

Rizdollan. 

The court 350,000 

The minor brancbee of the royal fkmUy - 180,000 

Chril tervanta 707,500 

8«eret terrice money and penaiona - • S31,000 

Army 9,060,000 

Navy 1,300,000 

East India colonies 180,000 

JBonnties to commerce and manuftictorea - 300,000 
▲nnuities ....... S7,000 

BttiMingt and repairs ..... 130,000 

Interest ofthe public debt .... 1,100,000 

Mnkinf Aind 150,000 



Total 



- 0,535,500 



The state of the Danish debt does not ap- 
pear to be well ascertained. Voyagt dts deux 
FrttngcM makes it amount to 13,646,046 rix- 
dollars. Catteau seems to think it must have 
been above 20,000,000 rixdollars at that period. 
The Danish government has bad great re- 
course to the usual expedient of issuing paper 
money. So easy a method of getting rich has 
of course been abused ; and the paper was, in 
the year 1790, at a discount of 8, 9, and 10 
per cent. There is, in general, a great want 
of specie in Denmark; for, though all the 
Sound duties are paid in gold and silver, the 
government is forced to export a considerable 
quantity of the precious metals, for the payment 
of its foreign debts and agents ; and, in spite 
of the rigid prohibitions to the contrary, the 
Jews, who swarm at Copenhagen, export 
Danish ducats to a large value. The court of 
Denmark has no great credit out of its own 
dominions, and has always experienced a con- 
siderable difficulty in raising its loans in 

* Upon the subject ofthe Danish revenuea, see Toze's 
Introduction to the Statistics, edited and iraproTed by 
Relnz, 1799, torn. xl. From this work, Mr. €3atteaa baa 
takan his information concerning the Daoiato reTenuea. 
Bee also the lOtb cap. vol. li. of Vvyagt its deux fVaiifsi*, 
which is admirable for extent ana preelston of foAMva- 
tlon. in general. Indeed, this work caanot ke Kw auMh 
attended to by those who wteh to becont acqaatiifd 
. with the atatbtka ofthe north of Europe. 



Switzerland, Genoa, and Holland, the usual 
markets it has resorted to for that purpose. 

In the census taken in 1769, the return wa» 
as follows : — 

In Denmark ..... 785^600 

Norway 7M,14I 

Iceland ..... 40,V1 

Ferrolslea ..... 4,744 

Bleswick ..... iS43!60B 

Ilolstein . . . - . 194,006 
Oldenbourg and Delmenhtint . 79,071 

This census was taken during the summer^ 
a season in which great numt^rs of sailoft 
are absent from their families ; and as it doM 
not include the army, t!he total ought, perhaps^ 
to be raised to 3,225,000. The present popuu^ 
tion of the Danish states, calculating fVom the 
tables of life and death, should be about two 
millions and a half; the census lately taken 
has not yet been published. From registers 
kept for a number of years, it appears that the 
number of marriages were to the whole popula- 
tion, as 1 to 125; and the number of births to 
the whole population, were as I to 32 or 88 ; 
of deaths, as 1 to 38. In 1797, in the diocese 
of Vibourg, out of 8600 children, 80 were 
bastard : in the diocese of Fionia, 280 out of 
1 146. Out of 1356, dead in the first of these 
dioceses, 100 had attained the age of 80, aad 
one of 100. In 1769, the population of tlie 
towns was 144,105; in 1787, it was 143,888. 
In the first of these years, the population of 
the countnr was 641,485; and in the latter, 
667,165. The population of Copenhagen con- 
sisted, in the year 1799, of 42,142 males, and 
41,476 females. The deaths exceeded the 
births, says Mr. Catteau ; and to prove it, be 
exhibits a table of deaths and births for uiz 
years. Upon calculating this table, howerery 
it appears, that the sum. of the births, at Co- 
penhagen, during that period, exceeds the sum 
of the deaths by 491, or nearly S2per annutH/ 
about jjf\fjf of the whole population of the citF. 
The whole kingdom increases jrAjt or neaiiT 
7J7 in a year.* There is no city in Denmin 
proper, except Copenhagen, which has a po- 
pulation of more than 5000 souls. The density 
of population in Denmark proper is abojt 
1300 to the square mile.f The proportion of 
births and deaths in the duchies is the same 
as in Denmark ; that of marriages, as 1 to 118. 
Altona, the second city in the Danish domi- 
nions, has a population of 30,000. The density 
of population in Marschland is 6000 per sqnare 
mile. The paucity of inhabitants m Norwky 
is not merely referable to the difficulties of sob- 
sistence, but to the administrative system 
established there, and to the bad state of its 
civil and economical laws. It has been mofe 
than once exposed to the horrors of famine, b/ 
the monopoly of the commerce of grain ekb 
blished there, from which, however, it has at 
length been delivered. The proportion <^ 
births to Uie living, is as 1 to 35 ; that of deaftt 
to the living, as 1 to 494 80 that the wboje 



• The aTerife time in which old eonntrlea doaMt tktk 
popttlackm ia stated by Adam SmMi to be about «• 
rears. 

♦ The aaoM mla la naed her« •• ia p. 879. 

t Thia proportio n la very rtmarfeaUt pfoot of <lie 
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Danish dominions increase, every year, by 
abont jlg ; and Norway, which has the wor^t 
climate and soil, by about A^ ; exceeding the 
common increase by nearly ^g^ of the whole 
population. Out of 26,197 persons who died 
m Denmark in 1799, there were 165 between 
80 and 100; and out of 18,354 who died in 
Norway the same year, there were 208 indi- 
viduals of the same advanced age. The 
countiy population is to the town population 
in the ratio of 13 to 137. In some parts of 
Nordland and Finmarken, the population is as 
low as 15 to the square mile. 

Within the last twenty or thirty years, the 
Danes have done a great deal for Jhe improve- 
ment of their country. The peasants, as we 
have before mentioned, are freed from the soil. 
The greater part of the clerical, and much of 
the lay tithes are redeemed, and the corv^es 
and other servile tenures begin to be commuted 
for money. A bank of credit is established 
at Copenhagen, for the loan of money lo per- 
sons engaged in speculations of agriculture 
and mining. The interest is 4 per cent., and 
the money is repaid by instalments in the 
course of from 21 to 28 years. In the course 
of 12 years, the bank has lent about three mil- 
lions of rixdoUars. The external and domestic 
commerce of grain is now placed upon the 
most liberal footing. The culture of potatoes 
(ce fruit modeate) has at length found its way 
into Denmark, aAcr meeting with the same 
objections which, it experienced at its first in- 
troduction from every nation in Europe. Hops 
are a good deal attended to in Fionia, though 
enough are not yet grown for the supply of 
the country. Tobacco is cultivated in the en- 
virons of Fredericia, in Jutland, by the indus- 
trious descendants of a French colony planted 
there by Frederick IV. Very little hempand 
flax are grown in the Danish dominions. They 
had veterinary schools previous to the present 
establishment of them in Great Britain. In- 
deed, there was a greater necessity for them in 
Denmark ; as no country in Europe has suf- 
fered so severely from diseases among its 
animals. The decay of the woods begins to 
be very perceptible ; and great quantities, both 
for fuel and construction, are annually im- 

fi}rted from the other countries bordering the 
altic. They Lave pit-coal ; but, either from 
its inferior quality, or their little skill in work- 
ing it, they are forced to purchase to a con- 
liaerable amount from England. The Danes 
have been almost driven out of the herring 
market by the Swedes. Their principal ex- 
. port of this kind is dried fish ; though, at Altona, 
their fisheries are carried on with more ap- 

Searance of enterprise than elsewhere. The 
iatricts of Hedemarken, Hodeland, Toten, and 
Bomerige, are the parts of Norway most cele- 
brated for the cultivation of grain, which prin- 
cipally consists of oats. The distress in Nor- 
way is sometimes so great, that the inhabitants 
. are compelled to make bread of various sorts 
of lichens, mingled with their grain. It has 
lately been discovered that the Liehen rangif- 
tiru»t or rein-deer's moss, is extremely well 
calculated for that purpose. The Norway 
JIAeiies bri^ to the amount of a million and 
4f half of rijaoUtLn ajumalJy into the country. 



The most remarkable mines in Norway are, 
the gold mines of Edsvold. the silver mines of 
Konigsberg, the copper mines of Rasraas, and 
the iron mines of Arendal and Kragerae, the 
cobalt mines of Fossum, and the black-lead 
mines of Englidal. The court of Denmaric is 
not yet cured of the folly of entering into com- 
mercial speculations on its own account. From 
the year 1769 to 1792, 78,000 rixdoUars per 
annum have been lost on the royal mines alone. 
Norway produces marble of different colours, 
very beautiful granites, mill, and whet-stones, 
and alum. 

The principal manufactures of Denmark are 
those of cloth, cotton-printing, sugar refining^ 
and porcelain ; of which latter manufactures, 
carried on by the crown, the patient proprie- 
tors hope that the profits may at some future • 
period equal the expenses. The manufactories 
for large and small arms are at Frederick- 
waerk and Elsineur ; and, at the gates of Co- 
penhagen, there has lately been erected a cot- 
ton spinning-mill upon the construction so 
well known in England. At Tendem, in Sles- 
wick, there is a manufacture of lace ; and very 
considerable glass manufactories in several 
parts of Norway. All the manufacturing arts 
have evidently travelled from Lubeck and 
Hamburg; the greater part of the manufac- 
turers arc of German parentage; and vast 
numbers of manufacturing Germans are to be 
met with, not only in Denmark, but throughout 
Sweden and Russia. 

The Ho] stein canal, uniting the Baltic and 
the North Sea, is extremely favourable to the 
interior commerce of Denmark, by rendering 
unnecessary the long and dangerous voyage 
round the peninsula of Jutland. In the year 
1785, there passed through this canal 409 
Danish, and 44 foreign ships. In the year 
1798, 1086 Danish, and 1164 foreign. This 
canal is so advantageous, and the passage 
round Jutland so very bad, that goods, before 
the creation of the canal, were very often sent 
by land from Lubeck to Hamburg. The 
amount of cargoes despatched from Copenha- 
gen for Iceland, between the years 1764 and 
1784, was 2,560,000 rixdoUars; that of the 
returns, 4,665,000. The commerce with the 
isles of Foeroe is. quite inconsiderable. The 
exports from Greenland, in the year 1787, 
amounted to 168,475 rixdoUars; its imports 
to 74,427. None of these possessions are suf- 
fered to trade with foreign nations, but through 
the intervention of the mother country. The 
cargoes despatched to the Danish West Indies 
consist of all sorts of provisions, of iron, of 
copper, of various Danish manufactures, and 
of some East India goods. The returns are 
made in sugar, rum, cotton, indigo, tobacco, 
and coffee. There are about 75 vessels cm- 
ployed in this commerce, from the burden of 
40 to 200 tons. 

If the slave trade, in pursuance of the laws 
to that effect, ceases in the Danish colonies, 
the establishments on the coast of Africa will 
become rather a burden than a profit. What 
measures have been taken to insure the aboli- 
tion, and whether or not the philanthropy of 
the mother country is likely to be defeated by 
the interested views of the colonists, are deU- 
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eate points, which Mr. Cattean, who oAen 
seems to think more of himself than of his 
reader, passes over with his usual timidity and 
caution. The present year is the period at 
which all further importation of negroes ought 
to cease ; and if this wise and noble law be 
really carried into execution, the Danes will 
enjoy the glory of having been the first to 
erase this foulest blot in the morality of Europe, 
and to abolish a wicked aud absurd traihc, 
which purchases its luxuries at the price of 
impending massacre, and present oppression. 
De^i^rred revenge is always put out to com- 
pound interest, and exacts its dues with more 
than Judaical rigour. The Africans have 
begun with the French : 

Jam proxmut aritt 

Ucalegon. 

Tea, rhubarb, and porcelain are the princi- 
pal articles brought from China. The factories 
in the East Indies send home cotton cloths, 
silk, sugar, rice, pepper, ginger, indigo, opium, 
and arrackv Their most important East Indian 
settlement is Fredcricksnager.* Denmark, 
after having been long overshadowed by the 
active industry of the Hanseatic towns, and 
embarrassed by its ignorance of the true prin- 
ciples of commerce, has at length established 
important commercial connections with all the 
nations of Europe, and has regulated those 
connections by veiy liberal and enlightened 
principles. The regulations for the customs, 
published in 1791, are a very remarkable 
proof of this assertion. Every thing is there 
arranged upon the most just and simple prin- 
ciples; and the whole code evidences the 
striking progress of mercantile knowledge in 
that country. In looking over the particulars 
of the Danish commerce, we were struck with 
the immense increase of their freightage dur- 
ing the wars of this country; a circumstance 
which should certainly have rendered them 
rather *ess disposed to complain of the vexa- 
tions imposed upon the neutral powers during 
such periods.f In the first six months of the 
year 1796, 60.32 lasts of Danish shipping were 
taken up by strangers for American voyages 
only. The commercial tonnage of Denmark 
is put at about 85,000 lasts. 

There appears to exist in the kingdom of 
Denmark, according to the account of Mr. 
Catteau, a laudable spirit of religious tolera- 
tion; such as, in some instances, wc might 
copy, with great advantage, in this island; It 
is not, for instance, necessary in Denmark, 
that a man should be a Lutheran, before he 
can be the mayor of a town ; and, incredible 
as it may seem to some people, there are many 
officers and magistrates, who are found capable 
of civil trusts, though they do not take the 
sacraments, exactly in the forms prescribed 
by the established church. There is no doubt. 



* We should very willingly have (one through every 
branch of the Danish commerce, if wc had not been ap- 
prehensive of extending this article too ftir. Mr. Cattean 
fives no general tables of the Danish exports and im- 
porta. A German work places them, for the year 1768, 
aa follows :— Exports, 3,067.051 rixdollars; iniporta, 
8,215.085.— (7r. Kunden, par Gatgpari. 

f To say nothing of the increased sate of Norway thn- 
ber, out of 86,000 lasts exported tyom Norway, 179Q, 
76,000 come to Great Britaiu. 



however, of the existence of this very extraor- 
dinary fact; and, if Mr. Catteau*s authority is 
called in question, we are ready to corroborate 
it by the testimony of more than one dozen 
German statists. The Danish church consists 
of 13 bishops, 227 archpriests, and 2462 priests. 
The principal part of the benefices are, in 
Norway, in the gift of the crown. In some 
parts of Denmark, the proprietors of the pri- 
vileged lands are the patrons ; in other parts, 
the parishes. The revenues of the clergy are 
from the same sources as our own Sergy. 
The sum of the church revenues is computed 
to be 1,39 1,895 rixdollars ; which is little more 
than 600 for each clergyman.* The court of 
Denmark is so liberal upon the subject of sec- 
taries, that the whole royal family and the 
Bishop of Seland assisted at the worship of the 
Cal vinists in 1789, when they celebrated, in the 
most public manner, the centenary of the 
foundation of their church. In spite of this 
tolerant spirit, it is computed that there are not 
more than 1800 Calvinists in the whole Danish 
dominions. At Christianfield, on the frontiers 
of Slcswick and Jutland, there is a colony of 
Northern Quakers, or Hernhutes, of which 
Mr. Catteau has given a very agreeable 
account They appear to be characterized by 
the same neatness, order, industry, and ab- 
surdity, as their brethren in this country ; tak- 
ing the utmost care of the sick and destitute, 
and thoroughly persuaded that by these good 
deeds, aided by long pockets and slouched hats, 
they are acting up to the true spirit of the 
Gospel. The Greenlanders were converted to 
Christianity by a Norwegian priest, named 
John Egede. He was so eminently successful 
in the object of his mission, and contrived to 
make himself so very much beloved, that his 
memory is still held among them in the highest 
veneration ; and they actually date their chro- 
nology from the year of his arrival, as we do 
ours from the birth of our Saviour. 

There are, in the University of Copenhagen, 
seven professors of theology, two of civil Uv, 
two of mathematics, one of Latin and rhetoric, 
one of Greek, one of oriental languages, one 
of history, five of medicine, one of agriculture, 
and one of statistics. They enjoy a salary of 
from 1000 to 1500 rixdollars, and are well 
lodged in the university. The University of 
Copenhagen is extremely rich, and enjoys an 
income of 3,000,000 rixdollars. Even Iff. 
Catteau admits that it has need of reform. In 
fact, the reputation of universities is almost 
always short-lived, or else it survives their 
merit. If they are endowed, professors be- 
come fatrwitted, and never imagine that the 
arts and sciences are any thing else bnt in- 
comes. If universities, slenderly endowed 
are rendered famous by the accidental occniw 
rence of a few great teachers, the number of 
scholars attracted there by the reputation of 
the place, makes the situation of a professor 
worth intriguing for. The learned pate is not 
fond of ducking to the golden fool. He who 
has the best talents for getting the office, has 
most commonly the least for filling it; and 



* Tbe Jewa, however, a«« itUl vn»blhM«A.tRBa^ t 
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men are made moral and mathematical teaclH 
era by the same trick and filthiness with which 
they are made tide-waiters, and clerks of the 
kitehen. 

The number of students in the University 
of Copenhagen is about 700 : they come not 
only u-om Denmark, but from Norway and 
Ic^and: the latter are distinguished as well 
§ar the regularity of their mauners, as for the 
intensity of their application ; the instruments 
of which application are furnished to them by 
m Ubrary containing 60,000 volumes. The 
Danes have primary schools established in 
the towns, but which have need of much re- 
form, before they can answer all the beneficial 
cads of such an institution. We should have 
been happy to have learned from Mr. Catteau, 
die degree of information diffused among the 
lower orders in the Danish dominions; but 
moon, this subject he is silent In the Univer- 
sity of Keil there is an institution for the in- 
struction of schoolmasters ; and in the list of 
students in the same university, we were a 
sood deal amused to find only one student 
dedicating himself to belles lettres. 

Hie people of Holstein and Sleswick are 
Dntch in meir manners, character, and ap- 
pearance. Their language is in general the 
low German ; though the better sort of peo- 
ple in the towns begin to speak high German.* 
ui Jutland and the isles, the Danish language 
is spoken : within half a century this language 
kas been cultivated with some attention : be- 
fore that period, the Danish writers preferred to 
make use of the Latin or the German language. 
It is in the island of Finland that it is spoken 
with the greatest purity. The Danish charac- 
ter is not agreeable. It is marked by silence, 
phlegm, and reserve. A Dane is the excess 
and extravagance of a Dutchman; more 
breeched, more ponderous, and more satur- 
nine. He is not oflen a bad member of society 
in the great points of morals, and seldom a 
.flood one in the lighter requisites of manners. 
His understanding is alive only to the useful 
and the profitable ; he never lives for what is 
merely gracious, courteous, and ornamental. 
His faculties seem to be drenched and slack- 
ened by the eternal fogs in which he resides ; 
be is never alert, elastic, nor serene. His state 
of animal spirits is so low, that what in other 
eountries would be deemed dejection, proceed- 
ing firom casual misfortune, is the habitual 
lenour and complexion of his mind. In all 
Ihe operations of his understanding, he must 
bave time. He is capable of undertaking 
great journeys; but he travels only a foot 
pace, and never leaps nor runs. He loves 
arithmetic better than lyric poetry, and affects 
Cocker rather than Pindar. He is slow to 
speak of fountains and amorous maidens ; but 
oan take a spell at porisms as well as. another ; 
and wilt msJte profound and extensive com- 
binations of thought, if you pay him for it, 
and do not insist that he shall either be brisk 
or brief. There is something, on the contrary, 

* Mr. CattTOU ■ description of HeliKolmnd li entertain- 

tef. In an island conuinint a population of 2000, there 

ir aefiher hone, cart, nor ptoufrh. We could not have 

img^ b frn t Ou pomtblUty of §ueh a Ikct is any put of 

rurope. 



extremely pleasing in the Norwegian style of 
character. The Norwegian expresses firm 
ness and elevation in all that he says and does. 
In comparison with the Danes, he has always 
been a free man ; and you read his history in 
his looks. He is not apt, to be sure, to for- 
give his enemies; but he does not deserve 
any ; for he is hospitable in the extreme, and 
prevents the needy in their wants. It is not 
possible for a writer of this countiy to speak 
ill of the Norwegians; for, of all strangers, 
the people of Norway love and admire the 
British the most. In reading Mr. Catteau's 
account of the congealed and blighted Lap- 
landers, we were struck with the infinite de- 
light they must have in dying ; "the only cir- 
cumstance in which they can enjoy any supe- 
riority over the rest of mankind; or which 
tends, in their instance, to verify the theory 
of the equality of human condition. 

If we pass over Tycho Drah^, and the well 
known history of the Scal4es, of the chronicles 
of Isleif, Saem under, Hiinfronde, Snorro, Sturle- 
son, and other Islandic worthies, the list of 
Danish literati will best prove that they have 
no literati at all. Are there twenty persons in 
Great Britain who have ever heaid of Longo- 
montanus, Nicholas Stenaonis, Sperling Lan- 
rcnburg, Huitfeild, Gramn, Holberg, Lange* 
beck, Carstens, Suhm, Kofod, Anger 1 or of 
the living Wad, Fabricius, Hanch, Tode, and 
Zaega 1 We do not deny merit to these various 
personages ; many of them may be much ad- 
mired by those who are more conversant in 
Danish literature than we can pretend to be : 
but they are certainly not names on which the 
learned fame of any country can be built veiy 
high. They have no classical celebrity and 
diffusion : they are not an universal language; 
they have not enlarged their original dominion, 
and become the authors of Europe instead of 
the authors of Denmark. It would be loss of 
time to speak of the fine arts in Denmark : 
they hardly exist 

We have been compelled to pass over many 
parts of Mr. Catteau's book more precipitately 
than we could have wished; but we hope we 
have said and exhibited enough of it, to satisfy 
the public that it is, upon the whole, a very 
valuable publication. The two great requisites 
for his undertaking, moderation and industry, 
we are convinced this gentleman possesses in 
an eminent degree. He represents every thing 
without prejudice, and he represents every thing 
authentically. The Same cuol and judicious 
disposition which clears him from the spirit 
of party, makes him perhaps cautious in excess. 
We are convinced that every thing he says 
is true ; but we have been sometimes induced 
to suspect that we do not see the whole truth. 
AAer all, perhaps, he has told as much truth 
as he could do, compatibly with the opportunity 
of telling any. A person more disposed to 
touch upon critical and offensive subjects 
might not have submitted as diligently to the 
investigation of truth, with which passion 
was not concerned. How few writers are, at 
the same time, laborious, impartial, and in- 
trepid ! 

We cannot conclude this article without 
i expressm^ \!iie \d^\i sense we entertain of the 
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importance of such researches as those in 
which Mr. Catteau has been engaged. They 
must form the basis of all interior regulations, 
and ought principally to influence the conduct 
of every country in its relations towards fo- 
reign powers. As they contain the best esti- 
mate of the wealth and happiness of a people, 
they bring theory to the strictest test; and 
measure, better than all reasoning, the wisdom 
tvith which laws are made, and the mildness 
with which they are administered. If such 
judicious and elaborate surveys of the state 
of this and other countries in Europe, had 
been made from time to time for the last two 



centuries, they would have quickened and 
matured the progress of knowledge, and Hm 
art of governing by throwing light on the spi- 
rit and tendency of laws ; they would hare 
checked the spirit of officious interference in 
legislation; have softened persecution, and 
expanded narrow conceptions of national po« 
licy. The happiness of a nation would have 
been proclaimed by the fulness of its garnen^ 
and the multitudes of its sheep and oxen ; ani 
rulers might sometimes have sacrificed their 
schemes of ambition, or their unfeeling spl^ip 
dour, at the detail of silent fields, empty haiw 
hours, and famished peasants. 



THOUGHTS ON THE RESDENCE OF THE CLERGY.* 

[Edinburgh Review, 1803.] 



This pamphlet is the production of a gen- 
tleman who has acquired a right to teach the 
duties of the clerical character by fulfilling 
them ; and who has exercised that right in the 
present instance, with honour to himself, and 
benefit to the public. From the particular 
character of understanding evinced in this 
work, we should conceive Dr. Sturges to pos- 
sess a very powerful claim to be heard on all 
questions referable to the decision of practi- 
cable good sense. He has availed himself of 
his experience to observe ; and of his observa- 
tion, to judge well : he neither loves his pro- 
fession too little, nor too much ; is alive to its 
interests, without being insensible to those of 
the community at large; and treats of those 
points where his previous habits might render 
a little intemperance venial, as well as proba- 
ble, with the most perfect good humour and 
moderation. 

As exceptions to the general and indisputa- 
ble principle of residence, Dr. Sturges urges 
the smallness of some livings; the probability 
that their incumbents be engaged in the task 
of education, or in ecclesiastical duty, in situa- 
tions where their talents may be more appro- 
priately and importantly employed. Dr. Stur- 
ges is also of opinion, that the power of en- 
forcing residence, under certain limits, should 
be invested in the bishops ; and that the acts 
prohibiting the clergy to hold or cultivate land 
should be in a great measure repealed. 

We sincerely hope that the two cases sug- 
gested by Dr. Sturges, of the clergyman who 
may keep a school, or be engaged in the duty 
of some parish not his own, will be attended 
to in the construction of the approaching bill, 
and admitted as pleas for non-residence. It 
certainly is better that a clergyman 'should do 
the duty of his own benefice, rather than of 
any other. But the injury done to the com- 
munity, is not commensurate with the vexa- 
tion imposed upon the individual. Such a 
measure is either too harsh, not to become 
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obsolete; or, by harassing the clergy with ft 
very severe restriction, to gain a very dispro* 
portionate good to the community, would bring 
the profession into disrepute, and have a te^ 
dency to introduce a class of men into tlM 
church, of less liberal manners, education, and 
connection ; points of the utmost importaneo^ 
in our present state of religion and wealth. • 
Nothing has enabled men to do wrong with 
impunity so much as the extreme severity of 
the penalties with which the law has threatened 
them. The only method to insure success to 
the bill for enforcing ecclesiastical residenc6| 
is to consult the convenience oT the clergy im 
its construction, as far as is possibly consial* 
ent with the object desired, and even to sacil* 
fice something that ought to be donet in order 
that much may be done. Upon this principle, 
the clergyman should not be confined to bti 
parsonage-house, but to the precincts of hJB 
parish. Some advantage would certainly at- 
tend the residence of the clergy in their official 
mansions ; but, as we have before observedf 
the good one party would obtain, bears no sort 
of proportion to the evil the other would 
suffer. 

Upon the propriety of investing the bench 
of bishops with a power of enforcing resi- 
dence, we confess ourselves to entertain very 
serious doubts. A bishop has frequently a 
very temporary interest in his diocese : he has 
favours to ask; and he must grant them. ' 
Leave of absence will be granted to powerfhl 
intercession ; and refused, upon stronger pleas, 
to men without friends. Bishops are frequently 
men advanced in years, or immersed in study* 
A single person who compels many others to 
their duty, has much odium to bear, and mnch 
activity to exert. A bishop is subject to ca- 
price, and enmity, and passion, in common 
with other individuals ; there is some danger, 
also, that his power over the clergy may bo 
converted to a political purpose. From innu- 
merable causes, which might be reasoned 
upon to great length, we are apprehensive the 
object of the legislature will \» «o*aat^ Sawa.- 
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tnled in a few years, if it be committed to 
espiscopal superintendence and care ; though, 
upon the first view of the subject, no other 
scheme can appear so natural and so wise. 

Dr. Sturges observes, that after all the con- 
eeiyable justifications of non-residence are 
enumerated in the act, many others must from 
time to time occur, and indicate' the propriety 
of resting somewhere a discretionary power. 
If Ais be true of the penalties by which the 
clergy are governed, it is equally true of all 
other pefial laws ; and the law should extend 
to every oflTence the contingency of discre- 
tionary omission. The objection to this sys- 
tem is, that it trusts too much to the sagacity 
and the probity of the judge, and exposes a 
eonntry to the partial, lax, and corrupt admi- 
nistration of its laws. It is certainly incon- 
venient, in many cases, to have no other guide 
10 resort to but the unaccommodating man- 
dates of an act of Parliament: yet, of the two 
ineonvenfences, it is the least. It is some pal- 
liation of the evils of discretionary power, 
tfiat it should be exercised (as by the court 
of chancery^ in the face of day, and that the 
Bioderator or law should himself be moderated 
bjr the force of precedent and opinion. A 
bishop will exercise his discretionary power 
in the dark ; he is at full liberty to depart to- 
morrow from the precedent he has established 
to-day; and to apply the same decisions to 
different, or different decisions to the same cir- 
cumstances, as his humour or interest may 
dictate. Such power may be exercised well 
under one judge of extraordinary integrity; 
but it is not very probable he will find a pro- 
per successor. To suppose a series of men 
80 much superior to temptation, and to con- 
struct a system of church government upon 
such a supposition, is to build upon sand, with 
materials not more durable than the founda- 
tion. 

Sir William Scott has made it very clear, by 
his excellent speech, that it is not possible, in 
the present state of the revenues of the En- 
glish church, to apply a radical cure to the 
erii of non-residence. It is there stated, that 



out of 11,700 livings, there are 6000 under 
80^ per anmum / many of those, 20iL, dOil, and 
some as low as 2iL or 8A per annum. In such 
a state of endowment, all idea of rigid resi- 
dence is out of the question. Emoluments 
which a footman would spurn, can hardly re- 
compense a scholar and a gentleman. A mere 
palliation is all that can be applied ; and these 
are the ingredients of which we wish such a 
palliation should be composed : — 

1. Let the clerg3rmen have the full liberty of 
farming, and be put in this respect exactly upon 
a footing with iajrmen. 

2. Power to reside in any other house in 
the parish, as well as the parsonage-house, and 
to be absent five months in the year. 

3. Schoolmasters, and ministers honh fide 
discharging ministerial functions in another 
parish, exempt from residence. 

4. Penalties in proportion to the value of 
livings, and number of times the offence has 
been committed. 

6. Common informers to sue as at present; 
though probably it might be right to make the 
name of one parishioner a necessary addition; 
and a proof of non-residence might be made to 
operate as a nonsuit in an action for tithes. 

6. No action for non-residence to lie where 
the benefice was less than 80iL per annum: 
and the powers of bishops to remain precisely 
as they are. 

These indulgences would leave the clergy 
without excuse, would reduce the informations 
to a salutary number, and diminish the odium 
consequent upon them, by directing their ef- 
fects against men who regard church prefer- 
ment merely as a source of revenue, not as an 
obligation to the discharge of important duties. 

We venture to prognosticate, that a bill of 
greater severity either wiU not pass the House 
of Commons, or will fail of its object Con- 
sidering the times and circumstances, we are 
convinced we have stated the greatest quan- 
tum of attainable good ; which of course will 
not be attained, by the customary error, of at- 
tending to what is desirable to be done, rather 
than to what it is practicable to do. 
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TRAVELS FROM PALESTINE/ 

[Ediwbukgh Revikw, 1807.1 



Iji the year 1432, many great lords in the 
dominions of Burgundy, holding offices under 
Doke Philip le Bon, made a pilgrimage to Je- 
rusalem. Among them was his first esquire- 
carver La Brocquiere, who, having performed 
many devout pilgrimages in Palestine, re- 
turned sick to Jerusalem, and during his con- 
valescence, formed the bold scheme of return- 
ing to France over land. This led him to 
traverse the western parts of Asia, and East- 
em Europe; and, during the whole journey, 
except towards the end of it, he passed through 
the dominions of the Musselmen. The execu- 
tion of such a journey, even at this day, 
would not be without difficulty; and it was 
then thought to be impossible. It was in vain 
that his companions attempted to dissuade 
him ; he was obstinate ; and, setting out, over- 
came every obstacle ; returned in the course 
of the year 1433, and presented himself to the 
Duke in his Saracen dress, and on the horse 
which had carried him during the whole of 
his journey. The duke, after the fashion of 
great people, conceiving that the glory of his 
esquire-carver was his own, caused the work 
to be printed and published. 

The following is a brief extract of this va- 
liant person's peregrin ations. " After perform- 
ing the customary pilgrimages, we went," says 
La Brocquiere, " to the mountain where Jesus 
fasted forty days; to Jordan, where he was 
baptized ; to the church of St. Martha, where 
Lazarus was raised from the dead ; to Bethle- 
hem, where he was born ; to the birth-place of 
St John the Baptist ; to the house of Zacha- 
riah ; and, lastly, to the holy cross, where the 
tree grew that formed the real cross." From 
Jerusalem the first gentleman-carver betook 
himself to Mount Sinai, paying pretty hand- 
somely to the Saracens for that privilege. 
These infidels do not appear to have ever pre- 
vented the Christian pilgrims from indulging 
their curiosity and devotion in visiting the 
most interesting evangelical objects in the 
Holy Land ; but, after charging a good round 
price for this gratification, contented them- 
selves with occasionally kicking them, and 
spitting upon them. In his way to Mount Si- 
nai, the esquire-carver passed through the Val- 
ley of Hebron, where he tells us, Adam was 
created; and from thence to Gaza, where they 
showed him the columns of the building which 
Samson pulled down ; though, of the identity 
of the building, the esquire seems to entertain 
some doubts. At Gaza five of his companions 
fell sick and returned to Jerusalem. The se- 
cond day's journey in the desert the carver 
fell ill also, — returned to Gaza, where he was 

• The Travel* of Bertrandon de la Brocqidh^ Fir$t Et- 
^mire- Carter to Philip le Bon, Duke of Burjfundp^ during 
the years 1432, 1433.— Translated from the Frencb, by 
TaoiiAM JoHifica. Esq. 
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cured by a Samaritan, — and finding his way 
back to Jerusalem, hired some pleasant lod^ 
ings on Mount Sion. 

Before he proceeded on his grand expedi- 
tion over land, he undertook a little expedition 
to Nazareth, hearing, first of all, divine service 
at the Cordeliers, and imploring, at the tomb 
of our lady, her protection for his journey, 
t^rom Jerusalem their first stage was Acre, 
where they gave up their intended expedition, 
and repaired to Baruth, whence Sir Samson 
de Lalaing and the author sallied afresh, un- 
der better auspices, to Damascus. He speaks 
with great pleasure of the valley where Noah 
built the ark, through which valley he passed 
in his way to Damascus ; upon entering which 
town he was knocked lAown by a Saracen for 
wearing an ugly hat, — as he probably wonld 
be in London for the same offence in the year 
1807. At Damascus, he informs us the Chris- 
tians are locked up every night, — as they are 
in English workhouses, night and day, when 
they happen to be poor. The greatest misfor- 
tune attendant upon this Damascene incarce- 
ration, is the extreme irregularity with which 
the doors are opened in the morning, their 
janitor having no certain hour of quitting his 
bed. At Damascus, he saw the place where 
St Paul had a vision. " I saw also," says he, 
" the stone from which Sl George mounted his 
horse, when he went to combat the dragon. 
It is two feet square ; and they say that, when 
formerly the Saracens attempted to carry it 
away, in spite of all the strength they cm- 
ployed, they could not succeed." After hay- 
ing seen Damascus, he returns witft Sir Sam- 
son to Baruth ; and communicates his inten- 
tions of returning over land to France to his 
companions. They state to him the astonish- 
ing difficulties he will have to overcome in the 
execution of so extraordinary a project; but 
the admirable carv.er, determined to make no 
bones, and to cut his way through every ob- 
stacle, persists in his scheme, and bids them a 
final adieu. He is determined, however, not 
to be baffled in his subordinate expedition to 
Nazareth ; and, having now got rid of his timid 
companions, accomplishes it with ease. We 
shall here present our readers with»an extract 
from this part of his journal, requesting them 
to admire the naif manner in which he speaks 
of the vestiges of ecclesiastical history. 

"Acre, though in a plain of about fonr 
leagues in extent, is surrounded on three sides 
by mountains, and on the fourth by the seiu 
I made acquaintance there with a Venetian 
merchant called Aubert Franc, who received 
me well, and procured me much useful infop* 
mation respecting my two pilgrimages, by 
which I profited. With the aid of his advvMU 
I took the TO^ji \o '^^x'kc^^n 'KcA.^ Vtc^vr^ 
\cTosseeL ^n ex\«na\N^ ^Vsxdl^ ^^wafc v^ ^-^ ^«^»«► 
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tain, the water of which our Lord changed into 
wine at the marriage of Arch^tr^clin; it is 
near a village where St. Peter is said to have 
been bom. 

''Nazareth is another large village, built 
between two mountains ; but the place where 
the angel Gabriel came to announce to the 
Virgin Mary that she would be a mother, is in 
a pitiful state. The church that had been there 
built is entirely destroyed ; and of the house 
wherein our lady was when the angel ap- 
peared to her, not the smallest remnant exists. 

"From Nazareth I went to Mount Tabor, 
the place where the transfiguration of our Lord, 
and many other miracles took efiTect These 
pasturages attract the Arabs who come thither 
with their beasts ; and I was forced to engage 
Ibtir additional men as an escort, two of whom 
were Arabs. The ascent of the mountain is 
riigged, because there is no road ; I performed 
i^ on the back of a mule, but it took me two 
hours. The summit is terminated by an al- 
xpost circular plain of about two bow-shots in 
length, and one in width. It was formerly en- 
closed with walls, the ruins of which, and the 
pitches, are still visible : within the wall, and 
around it, were several churches, and one es- 
pecially, where, although in ruins, full pardon 
for vice and sin is gained. 

•* We went to lodge at Samaria, becaus'e I 
. wished to see the lake of Tiberias, where it is 
said St Peter was accustomed^ to fish; and, 
by 80 doing, some pardons may be gained, for 
it was the ember week of September. The 
Moucre left me to myself the whole day. Sa- 
maria is situated on the extremity of a moun- 
tain* We entered at the close of day, and left 
it at midnight to visit the lake. The Moucre 
had proposed this hour to evade the tribute 
exacted from all who go thither; but the 
night hindered me from seeing the surround- 
iog country. 

"I* went first to Joseph's Well, so called 
fipom his being cast into it by his brethren. 
There is a handsome mosque near it, which I 
entered with my Moucre, pretending to be a 
Saracen. 

. ** Further on is a stone bridge over the Jar- 
don, called Jacob's Bridge, on account of a 
house hard by, said to be the residence of that 
patriarch. The river flows from a gentle lake 
situated at the foot of a mountain to the north- 
west, on which Namcardiu has a very hand- 
some castle."— (pp. 122—128.) 

From Damascus, to which he returns after 
bis expediiion to Nazareth, the first carver of 
Philip le Bon sets out with the caravan for 
Bursa. Before he begins upon his journey, 
he expatiates with much satisfaction upon the 
admirable method of shoeing horses at Damas- 
cus, — a panegyric which certainly gives us 
Ihe lowest ideas of that art in the reign of 
Philip le Bon ; for it appears that, out of fifty 
flays, his horse was lame for twenty-one, owing 
t0 this ingenious method of shoeing. As a 
laark of gratitude to the leader of the caravan, 
Ihe esquire presents him with a pot of green 
ffinger; and the caravan proceeds. Before it 
Ass advanced one day's journey, the esquire, 
however, deviates from the road, to pay his 
dsvoJrs to a miraculoas image of our Lady of 



Serdenay, which always sweats — ^not ordinary 
sudorific matter — but an oil of great ecclesias- 
tical efficacy. While travelling with the cara* 
ran, he learnt to sit cross-legged, got drunk 
privately, and was nearly murdered by some 
Saracens, who discovered that be had money, 
[n some parts of Syria, M. de la Brocqoiere 
met with an opinion, which must have been 
extremely favourable to the spirit of proseljrt- 
ism, in so very hot a country — an opinion 
that the infidels have a very bad smell, and that 
this is only to be removed by baptism. Bat as 
the baptism was according to the Greek ritnal, 
by total immersion, Bertrandon seems to have 
a distant suspicion that this miracle may be 
resolved into the simple phenomenon of wash- 
ing. He speaks well of the Turks, and repre- 
sents them, to our surprise, as a very gay, 
laughing people. We thought Turkish gravity 
had been almost proverbial. The natives of 
the countries through which we passed pray 
(says he) for the conversion of Christians; 
and especially request that there may be never 
sent among them again such another terrible 
man as Godfrey of Boulogne. At Couhongne 
the caravan broke up ; and here he quitted a 
Mameluke soldier, who had kept him company 
during the whole of the journey, and to whose 
courage and fidelity Europe, Philip le Bon, and 
Mr. Johnes of Hafod, are principally indebted 
for the preservation of the first esquire-carver. 

"I bade adieu," he says, " to my Mameluke. 
This good man, whose name was Mohammed, 
had done me innumerable services. He was 
very charitable, and never refused alms when 
asked in the name of God. It was through 
charity he had been so kind to me ; and I must 
confess that, without his assistance, I could 
not have performed my journey without in» 
curring the greatest danger; and that had it 
not been for his kindness, I should often hav« 
been exposed to cold and hunger, and moch 
embarrassed with ray horse. 

** On taking leave of him, I was desirous of 
showing my gratitude; but he would not ac» 
cept of any thing except a piece of our fine 
European cloth to cover his head, which seem- 
ed to please him much. He told roe all the 
occasions that had come to his knowledge, oa 
which, if it had not been for him, I should have 
run risks of being assassinated, and warned 
me to be very circumspect in my connections 
with the Saracens, for that there were among 
them some as wicked as the Franks. I write 
this to recall to my reader's memory, that the 
person who, from his love to God, did me so 
many and essential kindnesses, was a man 
not of our faith."— (pp. 196, 197.) 

For the rest of the journey, he travelled with 
the family of the leader of the caravan, without 
any occurrence more remarkable than those 
we have already noticed; — arrived at Con- 
stantinople, and passed through Germany to 
the court of Philip le Bon. Here his narrative 
concludes. Nor does the carver vouchsafe to 
inform us of the changes which time had made 
in the appetite of that great prince, — whether 
veal was more pleasing to him than lamb, — if 
his favourite morsels were still in request,r~ 
\ if animsX snec^aiWnce were as grateful to hisn 
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ts before the departure of the carver,— or if 
this semisanguineous partiality had given way 
to. a taste for cioereoas and torrefied meats. 
All these things the first esqaire-carver might 
have said, — none of them he does say, — ^nor 
does Mr. Johnes of Hafod sapply, by any 
antiquarian conjectures of his own, the dis- 
tressing silence of the original. Saving such 



omissions, there is something pleasant in the 
narrative of this arch-divider of fowls. He ia 
an honest, brave, liberal man; and tells bifl 
singular story with great brevity and plainness. 
We are obliged to Mr. Johnes for the amuse- 
ment he has afforded us ; and we hope he wiU 
persevere in his gentlemanlike, honourable^ 
and useful occupations. 



LETTER* ON THE CURATE'S SALARY BILL.t 



[Edinbusgh Revixw, 1808.] 



Th» poverty of curates has long been a 
favourite theme with novelists, sentimental 
tourists, and elegiac poets. But notwith- 
standing the known accuracy of this class of 
philosophers, we cannot help suspecting that 
there is a good deal of misconception in the 
popular estimate of the amount of the evil. 

A very great proportion of all the curacies 
in England are filled with men to whom the 
emolument is a matter of subordinate import- 
ance. They are filled by young gentlemen 
who have recently left college, who of course 
are able to subsist as they had subsisted for 
seven years before, and who are glad to have 
an opportunity, on any terms, of acquiring a 
practical familiarity with the duties of their 
profession. They move away from them to 
higher situations as vacancies occur; and 
make way for a new race of ecclesiastical 
apprentices. To those men, the smallness of 
the appointment is a grievance of no very 
great magnitude ; nor is it fair with relation to 
them, to represent the ecclesiastical order as 
degraded by the indigence to which some of 
its members are condemned. With regard, 
again, to those who take curacies merely as a 
means of subsistence, and with the prospect 
of remaining permanently in that situation, it 
is certain that by far the greater part of them 
are persons born in a very humble rank in 
society, and accustomed to no greater opulence 
than that of an ordinary curate. There are 
scarcely any of those persons who have taken 
a degree in an university, and not very many 
who have resided there at all. Now the son 
of a small Welsh farmer, who works hard 
every day for less than 40/. a year, has no 
great reason to complain of degradation or 
disappointment, if he get from 60/. to 100/. 
for a moderate portion of labour one day in 
seven. The situation, accordingly, is looked 
upon by these people as extremely eligible; 
and there is a great competition for curacies, 
even as they are now provided. The amount 

* A Letter to the Rifkt Honourable Spencer Perceval, on 
I Sulfjtct connected with hie Bill, now under Diecuseien tn 
Parliament^ for improvinf the Situation of Stipendiarf 
Vuratee. 8vo. Hatrhard. London. 1808. 

t Now we are all dead, it may be amuvinq; to itate 
thnt I was excited to this article by Sir William Seott, 
who brouffbt me the book in his pocket ; and begged I 
would attend to it, careAilly concealing hia name ; my 
•wn opiotomi luppened entirely to tfree with his. 



of the evil, then, as to the curates themselvM, 
cannot be considered as very enormous, when 
there are so few who either actually feel, or 
are entitled to feel, much discontent on th« 
subject. The late regulations about residence, 
too, by diminishing the total number of cu- 
rates, will obviously throw that office chiefly 
into the hands of the well educated and com- 
paratively independent young men, who seek 
for the situation rather for practice than pro- 
fit, and do not complain of the want of emolu- 
ment. 

Still we admit it to be an evil, that the resi- 
dent clergyman of a parish should not be ena^ 
bled to hold a respectable rank in society fVom 
the regular emoluments of his office. But it 
is an evil which does not exist exclusivel/ 
among curates ; and which, wherever it exists, 
we are afraid is irremediable, without the de- 
struction of the Episcopal church, or the aug^ 
mentation of its patrimony. More than one- 
half of the livings in England are under 80L 
a year ; and the whole income of the churchy 
including that of the bishops, if thrown into a 
common fund, would not afford above 180/. for 
each living. Unless Mr. Perceval, therefore, 
will raise an additional million or two for tha 
church, there must be poor curates, — and poor 
rectors also; and unless he is to reduce the 
Episcopal hierarchy to the republican equality 
of our Presbyterian model, he roust submit to 
very considerable inequalities in the distriblk 
tion of this inadequate provision. 

Instead of applying any of these remedies, 
however, — instead of proposing to increase 
the income of the church, or to raise a fund 
for its lowest servants by a general assess- 
ment upon those who are more opulent, — ^in- 
stead of even trying indirectly to raise the pay 
of curates, by raising their qualifications in 
respect of regular education, Mr. Perceval hat 
been able, after "long and profound study, to 
find no better cure for the endemic poverty of 
curates, than to ordain all rectors of a certain 
income to pay them one-fifth part of HMt 
emoluments, and to vest certain alarming 
powers in the bishops for the purpose of con- 
trolling their appointment Now this scheme, 
it appears to us, has all the faults which it ia 
possible for such a scheme to have. It la. 
unjust and paniai viv\\& y^^^"^^-*""'^'^ '^^ ^^^^ 
\ dentin «XXo^«Ctitx wA^jJCuK^Vi Ssifc^^^K^^^^'*^'^^ 
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eorrection of the evil in question^ — and it in- 
troduces other evils infinitely greater than that 
which it vainly proposes to abolish. 

To this project, however, for increasing the 
aalary of curates, Mr. Perceval has been so 
long and so obstinately partial, that he re- 
turned to tbe charge in Uie last session of Par- 
liament, for the third time ; and experienced, 
in spite'of his present high situation, the same 
defeat which had baffled him in his previous 
attempts. 

Though the subject is gone by once more 
for the present, we cannot abstain from be- 
stowing a little gentle violence to aid its 
merited descent into the gulf of oblivion, and 
to extinguish, if possible, that resurgent prin- 
ciple which has so oAen disturbed the serious 
business of the country, and averted the atten- 
tion of the public from the great scenes that 
are acting in the world — ^to search for some 
golden medium between the selfishness of the 
sacred principal, and the rapacity of the sacred 
deputy. 

If church property is to be preserved, that 
precedent is not without danger which dis- 
poses at once of a fifth of all tlie valuable 
livings in England. We do not advance this 
as an argument of any great importance 
against the bill, but only as an additional rear 
son why its utility should be placed in the 
clearest point of view, before it can attain the 
assent of well-wishers to the English establish- 
ment 

Our first and greatest objection to such a 
measure, is the increase of power which it 
gives to the bench of bishops, — an evil which 
may produce the most serious efiects, by 
placing the whole body of the clergy under the 
absolute control of men who are themselves 
so much under the influence of the crown. 
This, indeed, has been pretty efiectually ac- 
complished, by the late residence bill of Sir 
William Scott ; and our objection to the pre- 
sent bill is, that it tends to augment that ex- 
cessive power before conferred on the prelacy. 

If a clergyman lives in a situation which is 
destroying his constitution, he cannot ex- 
change with a brother clergyman without the 
consent of the bishop ; in whose hands, under 
snch circumstances, his life and death are 
actaally placed. If he wishes to cultivate a 
little land for his amusement or better sup- 
port^ — he cannot do it without the license of 
the bishop. If he wishes to spend the last 
three or four months with a declining wife or 
child at some spot where better medical assist- 
ance can be procured — he cannot do so with- 
out permission of the bishop. If he is struck 
with palsy, or racked with stone — the bishop 
can confine him in the most remote village in 
England. In short, the power which the 
bishops at present possess over their clergy 
is so enormous, that none but a fool or a m^- 
man would think of compromising his future 
happiness, by giving the most remote cause 
of ofience to his diocesan. We ought to re- 
tu>nect, however, that the clergy constitute a 
body of 12 or 15,000 educated persons; that 
the whole concern of education devolves upon 
:bem; that some share of the talents and in- 
ibmuuion which exist in the country muFt 



natarally fall to their lot; and that the com- 
plete subjugation of snch a body of men can* 
not, in any point of view, be a matter of in- 
difference to a free country. 

It is in vain to talk of the good character 
of bishops. Bishops are men ; not always the 
wisest of men ; not always preferred for emi- 
nent virtues and talents, or for any good rea- 
son whatever known to the public. They are 
almost always devoid of striking and indeco- 
rous vices ; but a man may be very shallow, 
very arrogant, and very vindictive, though a 
bishop ; and pursue with unrelenting hatred a 
subordinate clergyman, whose principles he 
dislikes,* and whose genius he fears. Bishops, 
besides, are subject to the infirmities of old age, 
like other men ; and in the decay of strength 
and understanding, will be governed as other 
men are, by daughters and wives, and who- 
ever ministers to their daily comforts. We 
have no doubt that such cases sometimes oc« 
cur; and produce, whenever they do occur, a 
very capricious administration of ecclesiasti- 
cal affairs.f As the power of enforcing resi- 
dence must be lodged somewhere, why not 
give the bishop a council, consisting of two- 
thirds ecclesiastics, and one-third laymen : and 
meeting at the same time as the sessions and 
deputy sessions ; — the bishop's license for non- 
residence to issue, of course, upon their re* 
commendation. Conside^ng the vexatious 
bustle of a new, and the laxity of an aged 
bishop, we cannot but think that a diocese 
would be much more steadily administered 
under this system than by the present means. 

Examine the constitutional effects of the 
power now granted to the bench. What hin- 
ders a bishop from becoming in the hands of 
the court a very important agent in all county 
elections 1 what clergjrman would dare to re- 
fuse him his vote 1 But it will be said that no 
bishop will ever condescend to such sort of 
intrigues : — ^a most miserable answer to a most 
serious objection. The temptation is admit- 
ted, — the absence of all restraint ; the danger* 
ous consequences are equally admitted ; and 
the only, preservative is the personal charac- 
ter of the individual. If this style of reason- 
ing were general, what would become of law, 
constitution, and every wholesome restraint 
which we have been accumulating for. so 
many centuries? We have no intention to 
speak disrespectfully of constituted authori- 
ties; but when men can abuse power with 
impunity, and recommend themselves to their 
superiors by abusing it, it is but common 
sense to suppose that power will be abused ; 
if it is, the country will hereafter be convulsed 
to its very entrails, in tearing away that power 
from the prelacy which has been so iniprovi- 
dently conferred upon them. It is useless to 
talk of the power they anciently possessed. 
They have never possessed it since England 
has been what it now is. Since wc have en- 
joyed practically a free constitution, the 
bishops have, in point of fact, possessed little 
or no power of oppression over their clergy. 



* Bold Imngua^e for the year 1806. 
f I have seen in the course of my life, aa tbe niiMl of 
tbe prelate decayed, wife biabopt, daag bter bftbope, bul. 
I lei btebopa, %nA e\eu cook axuiYuvoMhMi^T blabopa. 
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It must be remembered, however, that we 
are speaking only of probabilities: the fact 
may turn out to be quite the reverse; the 
power vested in the bench may be exercised 
for spiritual purposes only, and with the great- 
esit moderation. We shall be extremely happy 
to fmd that this is the case; and it will reflect 
great honour upon those who have corrected 
the improvidence of the legislature by their 
own sense of propriety. 

It is contended by the friends of this law, 
that the respectability of the clergy depends in 
Kome measure on their wealth; and that, as 
the rich bishop reflects a sort of worldly con- 
sequence upon the poor bishop, and the rich 
rector upon the poor rector ; — so, a rich class 
of curates could not fail to confer a greater 
degree of importance upon that class of men 
in general. This is all very well, if you in- 
tend to raise up some new fund in order to 
enrich curates : but you say that the riches 
of some constitute the dignity of the whole ; 
and then you immediately take away from the 
rector the superfluous wealth which, according 
to your own method of reasoning, is to deco- 
rate and dignify the order of men to whom 
he belongs ! The bishops constitute the first 
class in the church ; the beneficed clergy the 
second; the curates the last. Why are you 
to lake from the second to give to the lastl 
Why not as well from the first* to give to the 
second — if you really mean to contend that 
the first and second are already too rich 1 

It is not true, however, that the class of rec- 
tors' is generally either too rich, or even rich 
enough. There are 6000 livings below 80/. 
per annum, which is not very much above the 
average allowance of a curate. If every rec- 
tor, however, who has more than 500/. is 
obliged to give a fifth part to a curate, there 
seems to be no reason why every bishop who 
has more than 1000/. should not give a fifth 
part among the poor rectors in his diocese. It 
is in vain to say this assessment upon rectors 
is reasonable and right, because they may re- 
side and do duty themselves, and then they 
will not need a curate; — that their non-resi- 
dence, in short, is a kind of delinquency for 
which they compound by this fine to the 
parish. If more than half of the rectories in 
England are under 80/. a year, and some thou- 
sands of them under 40/., pluralities are a6«>- 
lutcly ntctuary ; and clerg3rmen, who have not 
the gift of ubiquity, mtitt be non-resident at 
some of them. Curates, therefore, are not the 
deputies of negligent rectors; — they are an 
order of priests absolutely necessary in the 
present form of the Church of England : and 
a rector incurs no shadow of delinquency by 
employing one, more than the king does by 
appointing a lord-lieutenant of Ireland, or a 
commissioner to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, instead of doing the duty 
of these oflices in person. If the legislature, 
therefore, is to interfere to raise the natural, 
t. f. the actual wages of this order of men, at 
the expense of the more opulent ministers of 
the Gospel, there seems to be no sort of reason 
fox exempting the bishops from their share in 



• TIm Ant oBfbrtUBateljr make tke tewv. 



this pious contribution, or for refusing to make 
a similar one for the benefit of all rectors who 
have less than 100/. per annum. 

The true reason, however, for exempting 
my lords the bishops from this imposition is, 
that they have the privilege of voting upon all 
bills broueht in by Mr. Perceval, and of ma- 
terially affecting his comfort and security by 
their parliamentary control and influence. 
This, however, is to cure what you believe to 
be unjust, by means which you must know to 
be unjust; to fly out against abuses which 
may be remedied without peril, and to con- 
nive at them when the attempt at a remedy is 
attended with political danger; to be mule and 
obsequious towards men who enjoy church pro- 
perty to the amount of 8 or 19,000/. per an- 
num ; and to be so scandalized at those who 
possess as many hundreds, that you must melt 
their revenues down into curacies, and save 
to the eye of political economy the spectacle 
of such flagrant inpouality! 

In the same style of reasoning, it may be 
asked why the lay improprielors are not com- 
pelled to advance the salary of iheir perpetual 
curacies, up to a fifth of their estates? The 
answer, too, is equally obvious — Many lay im- 
proprietors have votes in both houses of Par- 
liament; and the only class of men this 
cowardly reformation attacks, is that which 
has no means of saying any thing in its own 
defence. 

Even if the enrichment of curates were the 
most imperious of all duties, it might very 
well be questioned, whether a more unequal and 
pernicious mode of fulfilling it could be devised 
than that enjoined by this bill. Curacies are 
not granted for the life of the curate; but for 
the life or incumbency or good-liking of the 
rector. It is only rectors worth 500/. a-year 
who are compelled by Mr. Perceval to come 
down with a fifth to their deputy ; and these 
form but a very small proportion of the whole 
non-resident rectors ; so that the great multi- 
tude of curates must remain as poor as for- 
merly, — and probably a little more discontented. 
Suppose, however, that one has actually entered 
on the enjoyment of 250/. per annum. His 
wants, and his habits of expense, are enlarged 
by this increase of income. In a year or two 
his rector dies, or exchanges his living ; and 
the poor man is reduced, by the effects of com- 
parison, to a much worse state than before the 
operation of the bill. Can any person say that 
this is a wise and effectual mode of ameliorat- 
ing the condition of the lower clergy 1 To qs 
it almost appears to be invented for the expresa 
purpose of destroying those habits of economy 
and caution, which are so indispensably neces- 
sary to their situation. If it is urged that the 
curate, knowing his wealth only to be tempo- 
rary, will make use of it as a means of laying 
up a fund for some future day, — we admire the 
good sense of the man : but what becomes of 
all the provisions of the billl what becomes 
of that opulence which is to confer respeeHh 
bility upon all around it, and to radiate eren 
upon the curates of Wales ? The money was 
expressly given to blacken his coat,— to render 
him convex and rosyr-to give him asoct^ 
pteado-rectorial %.vv^vn:Bk<^^ v&.^v^ ^sbaaft^'^ 
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Mrisbioners at the rate of tSOL ftr mm 
The poor man, aetaated by those principles of 
eonmoD sense vbich are so cootrarj to all the 
IproTisions of the bill, chooses to make a good 
thiag of it, because he knows ii will not last; 
wears hi^ old coat, rides his lean horse, and 
defraods the class of carates of all the adrao- 
tages which they were to derire from the sleek- 
ness and splendoar of his appearance. 

It is of some importance to the welfare of a 
parish, and the credit of the charcb, that the 
eorate and his rector shoald live apon good 
terms together. 8och a bill, howerer, throws 
between them elements of mistmst and hatred, 
which mast render their agreement highly im- 
probable. The carate wonld be perpetually 
plying into every little advance which the 
reetor made apon his tithes, and claiming his 
proportionate increase. No respectable man 
could brook sach inquisition ; some, we fear, 
wonld endeavour to prcTcnt its effects by clan- 
destine means. The church would t>e a per- 
petnal scene of disgraceful animosities ; and 
the ears of the bishop never free from the 
elamours of rapacity and irritation. 

It is some slight defect in such a bill, that it 
does not proportion reward to the labour done, 
hat to the wealth of him for whom it is done. 
The curate of a parish containing 400 persons, 
may be paid as much as another person who 
has the care of 10,000 ; for, in England, there 
is very little proportion between the value of a 
liring, and the quantity of duty to be performed 
by its clergyman. 

The bill does not attain its object in the best 
way. Let the bishop refuse to allow of any cu- 
rate upon a living above 5002. ptr annum^ who is 
not a Master of Arts of one of the universities. 
Such carates will then be obtained at a price 
which will render it worth the while of such 
men to take curacies ; and such a degree and 
situation in society wilUsecure good curates 
mach more effectually than the complicated 
provisions of this bill: for, primd /art«, it ap- 
pears to us much more probable, that a curate 
should be respectable, who is a Master of Arts 
in some English university, than if all that we 
knew about him was, that be had a fi(\h of the 
profits of the living. The object is, to fix a 
good clergyman in a parish. The law will not 
trust the non-resident rector to fix both the price 
and the person ; but fixes the price, and then 
lea/es him the choice of the person. Our'plan 
IS, to fix upon the description of person, and 
then to leave the price to find its level ; for the 
good price by no means implies a good person, 
Sat the good person will be sure to get a good 
price. 

Where the living will admit of it, we have 
commonly observed that the English clergy are 
desirous of putting in a proper substitute. If 
this is so, the bill is unnecessary; for it pro- 
ceeds on the very contrary supposition, that 
the great mass of opulent clergy consult no- 
thing but economy in the choice of their 
carates. 

It is very galling an4 irksome to any class 

of men to be compelled to disclose Uieir pri- 

rtle circumstances ; a provision contained in, 

Mad Mbsolutely neeeasary to this bill, under 

wAiah ib/f diooesBn can always compd the { 



miaister to disclose the fidl Yalae of his 
liTing. 

After all, however, the main and conclusive 
objection to the bill is, that its^ provisions are 
drawn from such erroneous principles, and 
betraj snch gipss ignorance of human nature, 
that though it wonld infallibly produce a 
thousand mischiefs foreseen and not foreseen, 
it would evidently have no effect whatsoever 
in raising the salaries of curates. We do not 
put this as a case of common buyer and seller; 
we allow that the parish is a third party, having 
an interest;* we folly admit tht right of the le- 
gislamre to interfere for their relief. We only 
contend, that such interference would be neces- 
sarily altogether ineffectual, so long as men 
can be found capable of doing the duty of cu- 
rates, and willing to do it for less than the 
statutory mimtmuiu, 

If there is a competition of rectors for cu- 
rates, it is quite unnecessary and absurd to 
make laws in favour of curates. The demand 
for them will do their business more effectually 
than the law. If, on the contrary (as the fact 
plainly is), there is a competition of curates for 
employment, is it possible to prevent this order 
of men from labouring under the regulation 
price 1 Is it possible to prevent a curate from 
pledging himself to his rector, that he will 
accept only half the legal salary, if he is so 
fortunate as to be preferred among an host of 
rivals, who are willing to engage on the same 
terms 1 You may make these contracts illegal: 
What then 1 Men laugh at such prohibitions ; 
and they always become a dead letter. In nine 
instances out of ten, the contract would be 
honourably adhered to ; and then what is the 
use of Mr. Perceval's law! Where the con- 
tract was not adhered to, whom would the law 
benefit t — A man utterly devoid of every par- 
ticle of honour and good faith. And this is 
the new species of curate, who is to reflect dig- 
nity and importance upon his poorer brethren ! 
The law encourages breach of faith between 
gambler and gambler ; it arms broker against 
broker : — but it cannot arm clergyman against 
clergyman. Did any human being before, ever 
think of disseminating such a principle among 
the teachers of Christianity? Did any eccle- 
siastic law, before this, ever depend for its 
success upon the mutual treachery of men who 
ought to be examples to their fellow-creatures 
of every thing that is just and upright. 

We have said enough already upon the ab- 
surdity of punishing all rich rectors for noa- 
residence, as for a presumptive delinquency. 
A law is already passed, fixing what shall be 
legal and sufficient causes for non-residence. 
Nothing can be more unjust, then, than to 
punish that absence which you admit to be 
legal. If the causes of absence are too nume- 
rous, lessen them ; but do not punish him who 
has availed himself of their existence. We 
deny, however, that they are too numeroos. 
There are 6000 livings out of 11,000 in the 
English church under 80/. jmt annum; maty 



« We remember Horace's description of tlie nriMry ef 
a pmrltik wliere there is no resident clergymui. 

•« Illacrymabflee 

VrfSMtar, IgaoUqM lonft 
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of these 20/., many 80/. per annum. The whole 
task of education at the university, pablic 
schools, private families, and in foreign travel, 
devolves upon the clergy. A great part of the 
literature of their country is in their hands. 
Residence is a very proper and necessary mea- 
sure ; but, considering all these circumstances, 
it requires a great deal of moderation and 
temper to carry it into effect, without doing 
more mischief than good. At present, how- 
ever, the torrent sets the other way. Every 
lay plunderer, and every fanatical coxcomb, is 
forging fresh chains for the English clergy; 
and we should not be surprised, in a very little 
time, to see them absenting themselves from 
their benefices by a kind of day-rule, like 
prisoners in the king's bench. The first bill, 
which was brought in by Sir William Scott, 
always saving and excepting the power granted 
to the bishops, is full of useful provisions, and 
characterized throughout by great practical 
wisdom. We have no doubt but that it has, 
ypcn the wtwUy improved the condition of the 
English church. Without caution, mildness, 
or information, however, it was peculiarly un- 



fortunate to follow such a leader. We are 
extremely happy the bill was rejected. We 
have seldom witnessed more of ignorance and 
error stuffed and crammed into so very narrow 
a compass. Its origin, we are confident, is 
from the Tabernacle; and its consequences 
would have been, to have sown the seeds of 
discord and treachery in an ecclesiastical con- 
stitution, which, under the care of prudent and 
honest men, may always be rendered a source 
of public happiness. 

One glaring omission in this bill we had 
almost forgotten to mention. The chancellor 
of the exchequer has entirely neglected to • 
make any provision for that very meritorious 
class of men, the lay curates^ who do all the 
business of those offices, of which lazy and 
non-resident placemen receive the emoluments. 
So much delicacy and conscience, however, 
are here displayed on the subject of pocketing 
unearned emoluments, that we have no doubt 
the moral irritability of this servant of the 
crown will speedily urge him to a species of 
reform, of which he may be the object as well 
as the mover. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE 
SUPPRESSION OF VICE/ 



[EniiiBUROH Revisw, 1809.] 



A 80C1ETT that holds out as its object the 
suppression of vice, must at first sight con- 
ciliate the favour of every respectable person; 
and he who objects to an institution calculated 
apparently to do so much good, is bound to 
give very clear and satisfactory reasons for 
his dissent from so popular an opinion. We 
certainly have, for a long time, had doubts of 
its utility; and now think ourselves called 

V opon to state the grounds of our distrust. 

Though it were clear that individual inform- 
ers are useful auxiliaries to the administration 
of the laws, it would by no means follow that 
these informers should be allowed to com- 
bine, — to form themselves into a body, — to 
make a public purse, — and to prosecute under 
a common name. An informer, whether he 
is paid by the week, like the agents of this 
society — or by the crime, as in common cases — 
is, in general, a man of a very indifferent 
character. So much fraud and deception are 

y^ necessary for carrying on his trade — it is so 
odious to his fellow subjects, — that no man of 
;«spectability will ever undertake it It is 
evidently impossible to make such a character 
rtherwise than odious. A man who receives 



* Stafeirtfnt of fA« Proceedtngs tf tk* S0ei$tji for tJu 
Buffregsio-n of Virf^ from Juh 9 to ^ovomier 1% road t 
tkoir General Meetinff, held Jfovember \% 1804. With on 
JSppendiif rontainivg the Plan of tko Soeiotpj ^e. ^e. 4*0. 
London. 1S01. 

A% Jiddreit to the Pmhlit from tht Soeiehtfor the Suf- 
froosion of Viee, instituted in London, IWk. Fart ikt 



^oeond. 
Medet^ from ii 



Containing- an Jtecomni of tko /VaeMtftMV ^f tk§ 
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weekly pay for prjring into the transgressions 
of mankind, and bringing them to conse- 
quent punishment, will always be hated by 
mankind; and the office must fall to the lot of 
some men of desperate fortunes and amblgn* 
ous character. The multiplication, therefoi'e, 
of such officers, and the extensive patronage 
of such characters, may, by the management 
of large and opulent societies, become an evil 
nearly as great as the evils they would snp- ^ 
press. The alarm which a private and dis- 
guised accuser occasions in a neighbourhood, 
is known to be prodigious, not only to the, 
guilty, but to those who may be at once inno-' . 
cent, and ignorant, and timid. The destruction^ 
of social confidence is another evil, the conse- 
quence of information. An informer gets 
access to my house or family, — worms my 
secret out of me, — and then betrays me to the 
magistrate. Now, all these evils may be 
tolerated in a small .degree, while, in a greater 
degree, they would be perfectly intolerable. 
Thirty or forty informers roaming about the 
metropolis, may frighten the mass of offenders 
a little, and do some good : ten thousand in 
formers would either create an insurrection, 
or totally destroy the confidence and checrftil* 
ness of private life. Whatever may be said, 
therefore, of the single and insulated informer, 
it is quite a new question when we come to a 
corporation of informers supported by large 
contributions. The one may be a good, the 
other a very serious evil\ tbfc WkR. \sfe«i^-k'*^*- 
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xrhicli oflen, and very wisely, allows indiyidu- 
als to do what it forbids to many individaals 
assembled. 

If once combination is allowed for the sup- 
pression of vice, where are its limits to be ! 
Its capital may as well consist of 100,0002. per 
annutrit as of a thousand: its numbers may 
increase from a thousand subscribers, which 
this society, it seems, had reached in its 
second year, to twenty thousand : and, in that 
case, what accused persons of an inferior 
condition of life would have the temerity to 
stand against such a society 1 Their man- 
^ dates would very soon be law ; and there is 
no compliance into which they might not 
fVighten the common people, and the lower 
orders of tradesmen. The idea of a society 
of gentlemcQ, calling themselves an associa- 
tion for the suppression of vice, would alarm 
any small offender to a degree that would 
make him prefer any submission to any re- 
sistance. He would consider the very fact of 
being accused by them, as almost sufficient to 
ruin him. 
An individual accuser accuses at his own 
J expense; and the risk he runs is a good 
f security that the subject will not be harassed 
by needless accusations, — a security which, 
of course, he cannot have against such a 
society as this, to whom pecuniary loss is an 
object of such little consequence. It must 
never be forgotten, that this is not a society 
/ for p\inishiiif; people who have been found to 
V transgress the law, but for acctuing persons of 
transgressing the law; and that before trial, 
the accused person is to be considered as 
innocent, and is to have every fair chance of 
establishing his innocence. lie must be no 
common defendant, however, who does not 
contend against such a society with very fear- 
ful odds; — the best counsel engaged for his 
opponents, — great practice in the particular 
court, and particular species of cause, — wit- 
nesses thoroughly hackneyed in a court of 
justice, — and an unlimited command of money. 
It by no means follows, that the legislature, in 
allowing individuals to be informers, meant 
to subject the accused person to the superior 
weight and power of such societies. The 
very influence of names must have a con- 
siderable weight with the jury. Lord Dart- 
mouth, Lord Radstock, and the Bishop of 
Durham, ver»M a Whitechapel butcher or a 
publican ! Is this a fair contest before a jury t 
It is not so even in London ; and what must it 
be in the country, where a society for the sup- 
pression of vice may consist of all the prin- 
cipal persons in the neighbourhood 1 These 
societies are now established in York, in 
Reading, and in many other large towns. 
Wherever this is the case, it is far from 
improbable that the same persons, at the 
■ Quarter or Town Sessions, may be both 
judges and accusers; and still more fatally 
so, if the offence is tried by a special jury. 
This is already most notoriously the case in 
societies for the preservation of game. They 
prosecute a poacher; — the jury is special; 
And the poor wretch is found guilty by the 
re/y same persons who have accused him. 
If/e Ls lawful for respectahle men to com- 



bine for the purpose of turning informers, it 
is lawful for the lowest and most despicable 
race of informers to do the same thing ; and 
then it is quite clear that every species of 
wickedness and extortion would be tlie conse- 
quence. We are rather surprised that no 
society of perjured attorneys and fraudulent 
bankrupts has risen up in this metropolis, for 
the suppression of vice. A chairman, deputy- 
chbirman, subscriptions, and an annual ser- 
mon would give great dignity to their proceed- 
ings ; and they would soon begin to ta!ke some 
rank in the world. 

It is true that it is the duty of grand juries 
to inform against vic^ ; but the law knows the 
probable number of grand jurymen, the times 
of their meeting, and the description of per- 
sons of whom they consist. Of voluntary 
societies it can know nothing, — their numbers, 
their wealth, or the character of their mem- 
bers. It may therefore trust to a grand jury 
what it would by no means trust to an un- 
known combination. A vast distinction is to / 
be made, too, between official duties and^ 
voluntary duties. The first are commonly 
carried on with calmness and moderation; 
the latter often characterized, in their execu- 
tion, by rash and intemperate zeal. *^' 

The present society receives no members 
but those who are of the Church of England, v^ 
As we are now arguing the question generally, 
we have a right to make any supposition. It 
is equally free, therefore, upon general princi- 
ples, for. a society of sectarians to combine 
and exclude members of the Church of Eng- 
land; and the suppression of vice may thus 
come in aid of Methodism, Jacobinism, or 
of any set of principles, however perilous, 
either to church or state. The present society 
may, perhaps, consist of persons whose senti- 
ments on these points are rational and respecta- 
ble. Combinations, however, of this sort may 
give birth to something far diflfercni ; and such a 
supposition is the fair way of trying the question. 

We doubt if there be not some mischief in 
averting the fears and hopes of the people 
from the known and constituted authorities of 
the country to those self-created powers ; — a 
society that punishes in the Strand, — another 
which rewards at Lloyd's Coffee-house ! If 
these things get to any great height, they throw 
an air of insignificance over those branches 
of the government to whom these cares pro- 
perly devolve, and whose authority is by 
these means assisted, till it is superseded. It ' 
is supposed that a project must necessarily be 
good, because it is intended -for the aid of law 
and government. Atlliis rate, there should be 
a society in aid of the government, for pro- 
curing intelligence from foreign parts, with 
accredited agents all over Europe There 
should be a voluntary transport boaiii, and a 
gratuitous victualling* office. There should be 
a duplicate, in short, of every department of 
the state, — the one appointed by the king, the 
other by itself. There should be a real Lord 
Glenbervie in the woods and forests,- -and with 
him a monster, a voluntary Lord Glenbervie, 
serving without pay, and guiding gratis, with 
secret counsel, the axe of his prototype. If it 
\ \it asked, ^Vio «x« the constituted authorities 
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who are legally appointed to watch over morals, 
and whose functions the society usurp 1 our an- 
swer is, that there are in England about 12,000 
clergy, not unhandsomely paid for persuading 

/ the people, and about 4000 justices, 30 grand 
juries, and 40,000 constables, whose duty and 
whose inclination it is to compel them to do 
right. Under such circumstances, a voluntary 
moral society docs indeed seem to be the purest 
result of volition ; for there certainly is not the 
smallest particle of necessity mingled with its 
existence. 
It is hardly possible that a society for the 
^ suppression of vice can ever be kept within 
the bounds of good sense and moderation. If 
there are many members who have really be- 
come so from a feeling of duty, there will ne- 
cessarily be some who enter the society to 
hide a bad character, and others whose object 
it is to recommend themselves to their betters 
by a sedulous and bustling inquisition into the 
immoralities of the public. The loudest and 
noisiest suppressors M'ill always carry it against 
the more prudent part of the community ; the 
most violent will be considered as the most 
moral ; and those who sec the absurdity will, 
from the fear of being thought to encourage 
vice, be reluctant to oppose it 

It is of great importance to keep public 
opinion on the side of virtue. To their autho- 
rized and legal correctors, mankind are, on 

^ common occasions, ready enough to submit ; 
but there is something in the self-erection of 
a voluntary magistracy which creates so much 
disgust, that it almost renders vice popular, 
and puts the offence at a premium. We have 
no doubt but that the immediate effect of a 
voluntary combination for the suppression of 
vice, is an involuntary combination in favour 
of the vices to be suppressed ; and this is a 
very serious drawback from any good of 
which such societies may be the occasion; 
for the state of morals, at any one period, de- 
pends much more upon opinion than law; 
and to bring odious and disgusting auxiliaries 
to the aid of virtue, is to do the utmost possi- 
ble good to the cause of vice. We regnret that 
mankind are as they are ; and M-e sincerely 
wish, that the species at large were as com- 
pletely devoid of every vice and infirmity as 
the president, vice-president, and committee of 
the suppressing society ; but, till they are thus 
regenerated, it is of tlie greatest consequence 
to teach them virtue and religion in a manner 

V which will not make them hate both the one 
' and the other. The greatest delicacy is re- 
quired in the application of violence to moral 
and religious sentiment. Wo forget that the 
object is, not to produce the outward compli- 

4^nce, but to raise up tlic inward feeling, which 
secures the outward compliance. You may 
drag men into church by main force, and pro- 
secute thcin for buying a pot of beer, — and cut 
them ofl'from the enjoyment of a leg of mut- 
ton ; — and you may do all this, till you make 
the common people hate Sunday, and the 
clergy, and religion, and ever>' thing which re- 
lates to such subjects. There arc many crimes, 
ind«^(.Ml. wlii-n* pcrsua!?ioii «*;uin«.i be wailed for, 
and wli'Tt' the untau<j:!it ft'olirigs of all men go 
alon:: with the viulcncr of tli^ law. A robber 



and a murderer must be knocked on the head 
like mad dogs ; but we have no great opinion 
of the possibility of indicting men into piety, 
or of calling in the quarter sessions to the aid 
of religion. You may produce outward con- 
formity by these means.; bat you are so far from 
producing (the only thing worth producing) 
the inward feeling, that you incur a great risk * 
of giving birth to a totally opppsite sentiment 

The violent modes of making men good* 
just alluded to, have been resorted to at pe- 
riods when the science of legislation was not so. 
well understood as it now is; or when the 
manners of the age have been peculiarly 
gloomy or fanatical. The improved know- 
ledge, and the improved temper of later times, 
push such laws into the back ground, and 
silently repeal them. A suppressing society, 
hunting every where for penalty and informap 
tion, has a direct tendency to revive ancient t< 
ignorance and fanaticism, — and to re-enact 
laws, which, if ever they ought to have existed 
at all, were certainly calculated for a very dif- 
f^ent style of manners, and a very diflerent 
degree of information. To compel men to go 
to "church, under a penalty, appears to us to be 
absolutely absurd. The bitterest enemy of 
religion will necessarily be that person who 
is driven to a compliance with its outward 
ceremonies, by informers and justices of the 
peace. In the same manner, any constable 
who hears another swear an oath, has a right 
to seize him, and carry him before a magistrate, 
where he is to be fined so much for each exe- 
cration. It is impossible to carry such laws 
into execution ; and it is lucky that it is im- 
possible, — for their execution would create an 
infinitely greater evil than it attempted to 
remedy. The common sense and. common 
feeling of mankind, if leA to themselves, wonld 
silently repeal such laws ; and it is one of the 
evils of these societies, that they render ab- 
surdity eternal, and ignorance indestructible. 
Do not let us be misunderstood : upon the ob- . 
ject to be accomplished, there can be but one I 
opinion ; — it is only upon the means employed, 1 
that there can be the slightest difierence of 
sentiment. To go to church is a duty of the 
greatest possible importance ; and on the blas- 
phemy and vulgarity of swearing, there can 
be j3Ut one opinion. But such duties are not 
the objects of legislation ; they must be left to 
the general state of public sentiment ; which 
sentiment must be influenced by example, bjr 
the exertions of the pulpit and the press, and, 
above all, by education. The fear of God can 
never be taught by constables, nor the pleap 
sures of religion be learnt from a common in- 
former. 

Beginning with the best intentions in the . 
worldC such societies must, in all probability, v 
degenerate into a receptacle for evejry species 
of tittle-tattle, impertinence, and malice. Men, 
whose trade is rat-catching, love to catch rat& ; 
the bug-destroyer seizes on his bug with de- 
light ; and the suppressor is gratified by find- 
ing his vice. The last soon becomes a mere 
tradesman like the others ; none of them mo- 
ralize, or lament that their respective evils 
I should exist in the world. The public feeling 
I is swallowed up in the pursuit of a daily oc^^ 
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eitLOQ, and in the display of a technical skill, 
ere, then, is a society of men, who invite 
accusation, — who receive it (almost unknown 
to themselves) with pleasure, — and who, if they 
hate dulness and inoccupation, can have very 
little pleasure in the innocence of their fellow- 
,creatures. The natural consequence of all 
this is, that (besides that portion of rumour 
which every member contributes at the weekly 
meeting), fiieir table must be covered with 
anonymous lies against the character of indi- 
viduals. Every servant discharged from his 
master's service,— every villain who hates the 
man he has injured, — every cowardly assassin 
of character, — now knows where his accusa- 
tions will be received, and where they cannot 
fidl to produce some portion of the mischievous 
effects which he wishes. The very first step 
of such a society should be, to declare, in the 
plainest manner, that they would never receive 
any anonymous accusation. This would be 
the only security to the public, that they were' 
not degrading themselves into a receptacle for 
malice and falsehood. Such a declaration 
would inspire some species of confidence ; and 
make us believe that their object was neither 
the love of power, nor the gratification of un- 
charitable reelings. The society for the sup- 
pression, however, have done no such thing. 
They request, indeed, the signature of the in- 
formers whom they invite ; but they do not (as 
they ought) make that signature an indispen- 
sable condition. 

Nothing has disgusted us so much in the 
proceedings of this society, as the control 
which they exercise over the amusements of 
the poor. One of the specious titles under 
which this legal meanness is gratified is. Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to ^nimalt. 

Of cruelty to animals, let the reader take the 
following specimens : — 

Running an iron hook in the intestines of 
an animal; presenting this first animal to 
another as his food ; and then pulling this se- 
cond creature up, and suspend[ing him by the 
barb in his stomach. 

Riding a horse till he drops, in order to see 
an innocent animal torn to pieces by dogs. 

Keeping a poor animal upright for many 
weeks, to communicate a peculiar hardness to 
his flesh. 

Making deep incisions into tlie flesh of 
another animal, while living, in order to make 
the muscles more firm. 

Immersing another animal, while living, in 
hot water. 

Now we do fairly admit, that such abomi- 
nable cruelties as these are worthy of the inter- 
ference of the law : and that the society should 
have punished them, cannot be matter of sur- 
prise to any feeling mind. — ^But stop, gentle 
reader ! these cruelties are the cruelties of the 
bopprcssing committee, not of the poor. You 
must not think of punishing these^ — ^The first 
^ of these cruelties passes under the pretty 
name of angling ^ — ^and therefore there can be 
no harm in it — the more particularly as the 
liresident himself has one of the best preserved 
trout streams in England. — ^The next is hunt- 
^«Ajf . — and us many of the vice-presidents and 
of the committee hunt, ii is not possible there 



can be any cruelty in hunting.* The next is, / 
a process for making brawn — a dish never ^ 
tasted by the poor, and therefore not to be dis- 
turbed by indictment The fourth is the mode 
of crimping cod ; and the fifth of boiling lob- ^ 
sters ; all high-life cruelties, with which a jus- 
tice of the peace has no business to meddle. 
The real thing which calls forth the sympa- 
thies, and harrows up the soul, is to see a 
number of boisterous artisans baiting a bull, 
or a bear ; not a savage hare, or a camivDrous 
stag, — but a poor, innocent, timid bear; — not 
pursued by magistrates, and deputy lieutenants, 
and men of education, — but by those who 
must necessarily seek their relaxation in noise 
and tumultuous merriment, — by men whose 
feelings are blunted, and whose understanding 
is wholly devoid of refinement The society 
detail, with symptoms of great complacency, 
their detection of a bear-beating in Black-boy 
Alley, Chick Lane, and thb prosecution of the 
offenders before a magistrate. It appears to 
us, that nothing can be more partial and un- 
just than this kind of proceedings. A man of 
ten thousand a year may worry a fox as much 
as he pleases, — may encourage the breed of a 
mischievous animal on purpose to worry it ; 
and a poor labourer is carried before a ma- 
gistrate for paying sixpence to see an exhibi- 
tion of courage between a dog and a bear ! 
Any cruelty may be practised to gorge the ^ 
stomachs of the rich, — ^none to enliven the % 
holidays of the poor. We venerate those ^ 
feelings which really protect creatures sus- 
ceptible of pain, and incapable of complaint 
But heaven-bom pity, now-a-days, calls for 
the income tax, and the Court Guide; and 
ascertains the rank and fortune of the tor- 
mentor before she weeps for the pain of the 
sufiferer. It is astonishing how the natural 
feelings of mankind are distorted by false 
theories. Nothing can be more mischievous 
than to say, that the pain inflicted by the dog 
of a man of quality is not (when the strength 
of the two animals is the same) equal to that 
produced by the cur of a butcher. Haller, in 
his Pathology, expressly says, that the animal 
bitten knowtno difference in the quality of the 
biting anitnari master; and it is now the uni- 
versal opinion among all enlightened men, 
that the misery of the brawner would be very 
little diminished, if he could be made sensible 
that he was to be eaten up only by persons of 
the first fashion. The contrary supposition 
seems to us to be absolute nonsense; it is the 
desertion of the true Baconian philosophy, and 
the substitution of mere unsupported conjec- 
ture in its place. The trespass, however, 
which calls forth all the energies of a sup- 
pressor, is the sound of a fiddle. That the 



« ** JTow reasonable creatures*' (says the society) 
*'caii enjoy a pastime which is the cause of such suffer- 
infs to brute animals, or how they can consider them- 
selves entitled, for their own amusement, to stimulate 
those animals, by means of the antipathies which Pro- 
Yidence has thought proper to place between them, to 
worry and tear, and often to destroy each other, it is 
difficult to conceive. So inhuman a practice, by a retri- 
bution peculiarly Just, tends obviously to render the 
human character brutal and ferocious,'* tec. tee. 
(MdrtsM, p. 71, 73.) We Uke it for granted, that the 
reader sees clearly that no part of this description can 
potalbly apply to the case otkuntinj^- 
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•H)mmoii people are really enjoying Ihcra- 
selves, is now beyond all doubt: and aw^y 
rush secretary, president, and committee, lo 
clap the cotillon mto the compter, and to bring- 
back the life of the poor to its regular standard 
of decorous gloom. The gambling houses of 
St. James's remain untouched. The peer 
ruins himself and his family with impunity ; 
while the Irish labourer is privately whipped 
for not making a better use of the excellent 
moral and religious education which he ha^s 
received in the days of his youth ! 

It is not true, as urged by the society, that 
the vices of the poor arc carried on in houses 
of public resort, and those of the rich in their 
own houses. The society cannot be ignoratii 
of the innumerable gambling houses resorted 
to by men of fashion. Is there one they have 
suppressed, or attempted to suppress 1 Can 
any thing be more despicable than such dis- 
tinctions as these 1 Those who make them 
seem to have for other persons* vices all the 
rigour of the ancient Puritans — without a par- 
ticle of their honesty, or their courage. To 
suppose that any society will ever attack the 
vices of people of fashion, is wholly out of the 
question. If the society consisted of trades- 
men, they would infallibly be turned off by the 
vicious customers whose pleasures they inter- 
rupted : and what gentlemen so fond of sup- 
pressing, as to interfere with the vices of good 
company, and inform against persons who 
were really genteel? He knows very well 
that the consequence of such interference 
would be a complete exclusion from elegant 
society ; that the upper classes could not and 
would not endure it; and that he must imme- 
diately lose his rank in the world, if his zenl 
subjected fashionable offenders to the slight*? ^t 
inconvenience from the law. Nothing, there- 
fore, remains, but to rage against the Simday 
dinners of the poor, and to prevent a brick- 
layer's labourer from losing, on the seventh 
day, that beard which has been augmenting' 
the other six. We see at the head of thi-s 
society the names of several noblemen, and of 
other persons moving in the fashionable world. 
Is it possible they can be ignorant of the in- 
numerable offences against the law and mo- 
rality which are committed by their own 
acquaintances and connections 1 Is there one 
single instance where they have directed the 
attention of the society to this higher species 
of suppression, and sacrificed men of cor ii- 
deration to that zeal for virtue w'lh the greater 
so acutely over the vices of the'piwl it in^ 
would give us very little pleasure to see a 
duchess sent to the Poultry compter ; but if we 
saw the society flying at such high game, we 
should at least say they were honest and 
courageous, whatever judgment we might 
form of their good sense. At present they 
should denominate themselves a society for 
suppressing the vices of persons whose income 
does not exceed 500/. per annum; and then, to 
put all classes upon an equal footing, there 
must be another society of barbers, butchers, 
and bakers, to return to the higher classes that 
moral characier, by which tliey are so highly 
benofitrd. 
To : l)«>w how impossiblr it is to keep such 



f societies within any kind of botmds, we shall 
I quote a passage respecting circulating librsr 
' ries, from their proceedings. 

"Your committee have good reasons for 
believing, that the circulation of their notices 
among the printsellers, warning them against 
the sale or exhibition of indecent representa- 
tions, has produced, and continues to produce, 
the best eflects. '^ 

" But they have to lament that the extended 
establishments of circulating libraries, how- 
ever useful they may be, in a variety of 
respects, to the easy and general diffusion of 
knowledge, are extremely injurious to morals 
and religion, by the indiscriminate admission 
which they give to works of a prurient and 
immoral nature. It is a toilsome task to any 
virtuous and enlightened mind, to wade through 
the catalogues of these collections, and much 
more to select such books from them as have 
only an apparent bad tendency. But your 
committee being convinced that their attention 
ought to be directed to those institutions which 
possess such powerful and numerous means 
of poisoning the minds of young persons, and 
especially of the female youth, have therefore 
begun to make some endeavours towards their 
belter regulation." — Statement of the Proceedingi 
/or 1804, pp. 11, 12. 

In the same spirit, we see them writing to a 
country magistrate in Devonshire, respecting 
a wake advertised in the public papers. No* 
thing can be more presumptuous than such 
conduct, or produce, in the minds of impartial 
men, a more decisive impression against the 
society. 

The natural answer from the members of 
the society (the only answer they have ever 
made to the enemies of their institution) will 
be, that we are lovers of vice,— desirous of 
promoting indecency, of destroying the Sab- 
bath, and of leaving mankind to the unre- 
strained gratification of their passions. We 
have only very calmly to reply, that we are 
neither so stupid nor so wicked as not to con- 
cur in every scheme which has for its object 
the preservation of rational religion and sound 
morality ;-;-but the scheme must be well con* 
certed, — and those who are to carry it into 
execution must deserve our confidence, from 
their talents and their character. Upon reli- 
gion and morals depends the happiness of 
pressed' J — but the fortune of knaves and the 
I sequence fools are sometimes made to rest on 
I dition. -' apparent basis ; and we will never 
(if we can help it) allow a rogue to get rich* 
or a blockhesid to get powerful, under the 
sanction of these awful words. We do not by 
any means intend to apply these contemptuous 
epithets to the Society for the Suppression. 
That there are among their number some very 
odious hypocrites, is not impossible; that 
many men who believe they come there from 
the love of virtue, do really join the society 
from the love of power, we do not doubt: but 
we see no reason to doubt that the great mass 
of subscribers consists of persons who have 
very sincere intentions of doing good. Thai 
they have, in some instances, done a great 
deal of good, wc 9jitf\\V '"•iJJx ^^ 
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pleasore. We believe, that in the hands of 
truly honest, intrepid, and above all, discreet 
men, such a society might become a valuable 
institution, improve in some degree the public 
morals, and increase the public happiness. 
80 many qualities, however, are required to 
carry it on well, — the temptations to absurdity 
and impertinence are so very great, — that we 
ever despair of seeing our wishes upon this 
subject realized. In the present instance, our 
object has been to suppress the arrogance of 
suppressors, — ^to keep them within due bounds. 



— to show them that to do good requires a 
little more talent and reflection than they are 
aware of^ — ^and, above all, to impress upon 
them that true zeal for virtue knows no dis- 
tinction between the rich and the poor; and 
that the cowardly and the mean can never be 
the true friends of morality, and the promoters 
of human happiness. If they attend to these 
rough doctrines, they will ever find in the 
writers of this journal their wannest ad- 
mirers, and their most sincere advocates and 
friends. 



CHARACTERS OF FOX.* 

[Edinburgh Review, 1809.] 



This singular work consists of a collection^ 
of all the panegyrics passed upon Mr. Fox, 
after his decease, in periodical publications, 
speeches, sermons, or elsewhere, — in a pane- 
gyric upon Mr. Fox by Philopatris himself,— 
and in a volume of notes by the said Philo- 
patris upon the said panegyric. 

Of the paneg3rrics, that by Sir James Mack- 
intosh appears to us to be by far the best It 
is remarkable for good sense, acting upon a 
perfect knowledge of his subject, for simpli- 
ciQry and for feeling. Amid the languid or 
torgid eSbrts of mediocrity, it is delightful to 
notice the skill, attention, and resources, of a 
superior man,— of a man, too, who seems to 
fed what he writes, — ^who does not aim at 
conve3ring his meaning in rhetorical and omsr 
mental phrases, but who uses plain words to 
express strong sensations. We cannot help 
wishing, indeed, that Sir James Mackintosh 
had been more diffuse upon the political cha- 
racter of Mr. Fox, the great feature of whose 
life was the long and unwearied opposition 
which he made to the low cunning, the profli- 
gate extravagance, the sycophant mediocrity, 
and the stupid obstinacy of the English court 

To estimate the merit and the £fficulty of 
this opposition, we must remember the enor- 
mous influence which the crown, through the 
medium of its patronage, exercises in Sie re- 
motest comers of the kingdom, — the; 
of pubjects whom it pays, — ^the mucHiving, in 
number whom it keeps in a state of . 
tion,— and the ferocious turpitude ol luu^ 
mercenaries whose present profits and future 
hopes are threatened by honest, and exposed 
hf eloquent men. It is the easiest of all things, 
too, in this country, to make Englishmen be- 
lieve that those who oppose the government 
wish to ruin the country. The English are a 
very busy people; and, with all the faults of 
their governors, Ihey are still a very happy 
people. They fcave, as they ought to have, a 
perfect confidence in the administration of 
justice. The rights which the diflTerent classes 
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of mankind exercise the one over the other 
are arranged upon equitable principles. Life, 
liberty, and property are protected from the 
violence and caprice of power. The visible 
and immediate stake, therefore, for which 
English politicians play, is not large enough 
to attract the notice of the people, and to call 
them off from their daily occupations, to in- 
vestigate thoroughly the characters and mo- 
tives of men engaged in the business of legis- 
lation. The people can only understand, and 
attend to the last results of a long series of 
measures. They are impatient of the details 
which lead to these results; and it is the 
easiest of all things to make them believe that 
those who insist upon such details are actuated 
only by factious motives. We are all now 
groaning under the weight of taxes : but how 
often was Mr. Fox followed by the curses of 
his country for protesting against the two 
wars which have loaded us with these taxes 1 
— ^the one of which wars has made America 
independent, and the other rendered France 
omnipotent The case is the same with all 
the branches of public liberty. If the broad 
and palpable question were, whether every 
book which issues from the press should be 
subjected to the license of a general censor, 
it would be impossible to blacken the charac- 
ter of any man who, so called upon, defended 
♦He liberty of publishing opinions. But, when 
seems lo wi* /'enelal for the time being ingra- 
desert ion ot Jh'^th the court, by nibbling at 
"Si^o .aiuable privilege of the people, it is very 
easy to treat hostility to his measures as a 
minute and frivolous opposition to the govern- 
ment, and to persuade the mass of. mankind 
that it is so. In fact, when a nation has be- 
come free, it is extremely difficult to persuade 
them that their freedom is only to be preserved 
by perpetual and xllinute jealousy. They do 
not observe that there is a constant, periiaps 
an unconscious, eflbrt, on the part of their' 
governors, to diminish, and so ultimately to 
destroy, that freedom. They stupidly imagine 
that what is, will always be ; and, consented 
with the good they have already gained, are 
easily persuaded to suspect and vilify those 
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friends— the object of whose life it is to pre- 
terve that good, and to increase it 

It was the lot of Mr. Fox to fight this battle 
for the greater part of his life ; in the course 
of which time he never was seduced by the 
love of power, wealth, or popularity, to sacri- 
fice the happiness of the many to the interest 
of the few. He rightly thought, that kings, and 
all public officers, were instituted only for the 
good of those over whom they preside ; and 
he acted as if this conviction was always 
present to his mind; disdaining and with- 
standing that idolatrous tendency of mankind, 
by which they so often not only suffer, but 
invite ruin from that power which they them- 
selves have wisely created for their own hap- 
piness. He loved, too, the. happiness of his 
countrymen more than their favour; and while 
others were exhausting the resources, by flat- 
tering the ignorant prejudices and foolish 
passions of the country, Mr. Fox was content 
to be odious to the people, so Ibng as he could 
be useful also. It will be long before we wit- 
ness again such pertinacious opposition to the 
alarming power of the crown, and to the fol- 
lies of our public measures, the necessary 
consequence of that power. That such oppo- 
sition should ever be united again with such 
extraordinary talents, it is, perhaps, in vain 
to hope. 

One little exception to the eulogium of Sir 
James Mackintosh upon Mr. Fox, we cannot 
help making. We are no admirers of Mr. 
Fox's poetry. His Ven de Sociili appears to 
us flat and insipid. To write verses was the 
cnly thing which Mr. Fox ever attempted to 
do, without doing it well. In that single in- 
stance he seems to have mistaken his talent 

Immediately after the collection of panegy- 
rics which these volumes contain, follows tiie 
eulogium of Mr. Fox by Philopatris himself; 
and then a volume of notes upon a variety of 
topics which this eulogium has suggested. Of 
the laudatory talents of this Warwickshire 
patriot, we shall present our readers with a 
specimen. 

" Mr. Fox, though not an adept in the use 
of political wiles, was very unlikely to be the 
dupe of them. He was conversant in the 
ways of man, as well as in the contents of 
books. He was acquainted with the peculiar 
language of states, their peculiar forms, and 
the grounds and effects of their peculiar 
usages. From his earliest youth, he had in- 
vestigated the science of politics in the greater 
and the smaller scale; he had studied it in 
the records of history, both popular and rare 
— in the conferences of ambassadors — ^in the 
archives of royal cabinets — in the minuter 
detail of memoirs — and in collected or strag- 
gling anecdotes of the wrangles, intrigues, and 
cabals, which, springing up in the secret re- 
cesses of courts, shed their baneful influence 
on the determinations of sovereigns, the for- 
tune of favourites, and the tranquillity of king- 
doms. But that statesmen of all ages, like 
priests of all religions, are in all respects 
alike, is a doctrine the propagation of which 
he left, as an inglorious privilege, to the misan- 
thrope, to the recluse, to the factious incen- 
diary, and to the unlettered multitade. For 



himself he thought it no very extraordinary 
stretch of penetration or charity, to admi that 
human nature is everywhere nearly as capable 
of emulation in good, as in eriL He boasted 
of no very exalted heroism, in opposing the 
calmness and firmness of conscious integrity 
to the shuffling and slippery movements, tlie 
feints in retreat, and feints in advance, the 
dread of being over-reached, or detected in 
attempts to over-reach, and all the other humi- 
liating and mortifjring anxieties of the most 
accomplished proficients in the art of diplo- 
macy. He reproached himself for no guilt, 
when he endeavoured to obtain that respect 
and confidence which the human heart una^ 
voidably feels in its intercourse with persons 
who neither wound our pride, nor take aim at 
our happiness, in a war of hollow and ambi- 
guous words. He was sensible of no weak- 
ness in believing that politicians, who, after 
all, * knew only as they are known,' may, like 
other human beings, be at first the involuntary 
creatures of circumstances, and seem incoi^ 
rigible from the want of opportunities or in- 
citements to correct themselves; that, bereft 
of the pleas usually urged in vindication of 
deceit, by men who are fearftd of being de- 
ceived, they, in their official dealings with him, 
would not wantonly lavish the stores they had 
laid up for huckstering in a traffic, which, 
ceasing to be profitable, would begin to be 
infamous ; and that, possibly, here and there, 
if encouraged by example, they might learn 
to prefer the shatter process, and surer results 
of plain dealing, to the delays, the vexittions, 
and the uncertain or transient success, both of 
old-fashioned and new-fangled chicanery."—* 
(1.209—211.) 

It is impossible to read this singular book 
without being everywhere struck with the 
Aofij and honourable feelings, the enlightened 
benevolence, and sterling honesty with which 
it abounds. Its author is everywhere the cir- 
cumspect fHend of those moral and religions 
principles upon which the happiness of so- 
ciety rests. Though he is never timid, nor 
prejudiced, nor bigoted, his piety, not prudish 
and full of antiquated and anected tricks, pre- 
sents itself with an earnest aspect, and in a 
manly form ; obedient to reason, prone to in- 
vestigation, and dedicated to honest j^nrposet 
The writer, a clergyman, speaks of himself as 
a very independent man, who has always e:^ 
pressed his opinion without any fear of con- 
sequences, or any hope of bettering his con- 
dition. We sincerely believe he speaks the 
truth; and revere him for the life he has led. 
Political independence— discouraged enon^ 
in these times among all classes of men— is 
sure, in the timid profession of the church, to 
doom a man to eternal poverty and obscnrity* 

There are occasionally, in Philopatris, a 
great vigour of style and felicity of ezpre^ 
sion. His display of classical learning is 
quite unrivalled — ^his reading various ana 
good; and we may observe, at intervals, a 
talent for wit, of which he might have availed 
himself to excellent purpose, had it been com- 
patible with the dignified style in which 1m 
generally conveys his sentiments. With uii 
these excellent aualiXMa t& ^owilL «^\««rw«^ 
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I a writer more fall of 
ftmhs than Phiiopaths. Tliere is aa ereat re- 
corded in tbe BiUe, which mea who write 
booia shooM keep coastaatl j ia their rea^m- 
braaee. It is there set forth, that maa j cea- 
mies ago, the earth was eorered with a great 
iood, by which the whole of the hnmaa race, 
with the exception of oae familj, were de- 
stroyed. It appears also, that from thence, a 
great alteration was laade ia the longeritr of 
flMakind, who, from a ran^^ of seren or eisfat 
hnadred jears, which thejr enjojed before the 
iood, were confiaed to their present period of 
serentf or eigfatj years. This epoch in the 
history of man zs^re birth to the twofold diri- 
lion of the antedilaTian and postdilnvian style 
of writing, the latter of which naturally con- 
tracted itself into those inferior limits which 
were better accommodated to the abridged da- 
ration of hnman life and literary labour. Now, 
to forget this eventy — to write without the fear 
of the deluge before his eyes, and to handle a 
•■biect as if mankind could lounge over a 
pamphlet for ten years, as before their sub- 
■wrsioD^ — is to be guilty of the most grierous 
•rror ialo which a writer can possibly fall. 
The author of this book should call in the aid 
of some brilliant pencil, and cause the dis- 
tressing scenes of the deluge to be portrayed 
ia the most lively colours for his use. He 
should gaze at Noah and be brief. The ark 
should constantly remind him of the little time 
there is leA for reading ; and he should learn, 
as they did in the ark, to crowd a great deal 
of matter into a very little compass. 

Philopatris must not only condense what he 
says into a narrower compass, but he must 
. say it in a more natural manner. Some per- 
sons can neither stir hand nor foot without 
making it clear that they are thinking of them- 
selres, and laying little traps for approbation. 
In the course of two long volumes, the Patriot 
of Warwick is perpetually studying modes 
Bnd postures : — ^the subject is the second con- 
sideration, and the mode of expression the 
first Indeed, whole pages together seem to 
be mere exercises upon the English language, 
to evince the copiousness of our synonymes, 
and to show the various methods in which 
the parts of speech can be marshalled and 
arrayed. This, which would be tiresome 
in the ephemeral productions of a newspa- 
per, is intolerable in two closely printed 
volumes. 

Again, strange as it may appear to this au- 
thor to say so, he must not fall into the fre- 
quent mistake of rural politicians, by sup- 
posing that the understandings of all Europe 
arc occupied with him and his opinions. His 
Itidicrous self-importance is perpetually de- 
Btro3ring the effect of virtuous feeling and just 
observation, leaving his readers with a dispo- 
sition to laugh, where they might otherwise 
learn and admire. 

•*! have been asked, why, after pointing out 
by name the persons who seemed to me most 
qnalified for reforming our ponal code, I de- 
elined mentioning such crr.Ipsiastirs as mi^ht 
with propriety be employed in preparing for 
/he use of the churches a qrrave and impres- 
'r/r»djscoarw on the authority of human laws •, 



f and as otker sen may ask the ajoe qoesupa 
[ which my tneod did, I have determined. aAer 
: some deliberation, to insert the substaikce of 
'. my answer in this place. 
\ *^ If the public service of cor chnrrh shoold 
'. ever be directly employed in giving ecect to 
I the sanctions of our penal code, the ofice of 
! drawing up soch a discourse as I have vea- 
tnred to recommend would, I suppose, he as- 
signed to more than one person. My eccle- 
siastical superiors will, I am sure, make a 
wise choice. But they will hardly condeam 
me for saying, that the best sense expressed in 
the best language may be expected from the 
Bishops of I*andaflr, Lincoln, 8l David's, 
■ Cloyne, and Norwich, the Dean of Christ 
' Church, and the President of Magdalen Col- 
lege, Oxford. I mean not to throw tbe slightest 
reproach upon other dignitaries whom I have 
not mentioned. But I should imagine that 
few of my enlightened contemporaries hold an 
opinion different from my own, upon the mas- 
culine understanding of a Watson, the sound 
judgment of a TomUn, the extensive erudition 
of a Burgess, the exquisite taste and good na- 
ture of a Bennet, the calm and enlightened 
benevolence of a Bathurst, the various and 
valuable attainments of a Cyril Jackson, or 
the learning, wisdom, integrity, and piety of a 
Martin Routh."— (pp. 624, 625.) 

In the name of common modesty, what 
could it have signified whether this author had 
given a list of ecclesiastics whom he thought 
qualified to preach about human laws 1 what 
is his opinion worth ? who called for it 1 who 
wanted it 1 how many millions will be influ- 
enced by it 1 — and who, oh gracious Heaven ! 
who are a Burgess, — a Tomlin, — a Bennet, — a 
C3rril Jackson, — a Martin Routh ! — A Tom, — a 
Jackf — a Harry, — a Peter? All good men 
enough in their generation doubtless they are. 
But what have they done for the broad a? 
what has any one of them perpetrated, which 
win make him be remembeiisd, out of tbe 
sphere of his private virtues, six months after 
his decease! Surely, scholars and gentlemen 
can drink tea with each other, and eat bread 
and butter, without all this laudatory crack- 
ling. 

Philopatris has employed a great deal of 
time upon the subject of capital punishments, 
and has evinced a great deal of very laudable 
tenderness and humanity in discussing it. We 
are scarcely, however, converts to that system 
which would totally abolish the punishment 
of death. That it is much too frequently in- 
flicted in this country, we readily admit ; but 
we suspect it will be always necessary to re- 
serve it for the most pernicious crimes. Death 
is the most terrible punishment to the common 
people, and therefore the most preventive. It 
does not perpetually outrage the feelings of 
those who are innocent, and likely to remain 
innocent, as would be the case from the spec- 
tacle of convicts working in the highroads 
and public places. Death is the most irrevo- 
cable punishment, which is in some sense a 
prood ; for, however necessary it might be to 
inflict labour and imprisonment for life, it 
would never be done. Kings and legislatures 
would take pity after a great lapse of years ; 
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the punishment would be remitted, and its pre- 
ventive efficacy, therefore, destroyed. We 
agree with Philopatris, that the executions 
should be more solemn ; but still the English 
are not of a very dramatic turn, and the thing 
must not be got up too finely. Philopatrist 
and Mr. Jeremy Bentham before him, lay a 
vast stress upon the promulgation of laws, 
and treat the inattention of the English govern- 
ment to this point as a serious evil. It may 
be so — but we do not happen to remember any 
man punished for an o£fence which he did not 
know to be an oflfence ; though he might not 
know exactly the degree in which it was 
punishable. Who are to read the laws to the 
people 1 who would listen to them if they 
were readi who would comprehend them if 
they listened 1 In a science like law there 
must be technical phrases known only to pro- 
fessional men : business could not be carried 
on without them : and of what avail would it 
be to repeat such phrases to the people 1 
Again, what laws are to be repeated, and in 
what places 1 Is a law respecting the number 
of threads on the shuttle of a Spitalfields 
weaver to be read to the corn-growers of the 
Isle of Thanet? If not, who is to make the 
selection ? If the law cannot be comprehended 
by listening to the viva voce repetition, is the 
reader to explain it, and are there to be law 
lectures all over the kingdom ? The fact is, 
that the evil does not exist. Those who are 
most likely to commit the offence soon scent out 



the newly devised punishments, and have been 
long thoroughly acquainted with the old ones. 
Of the nice applications of the law they ore 
indeed ignorant; but they purchase the requi- 
site skill of some man whose business it Is to 
acquire it ; and so they get into less mischief 
by trusting to others than they would do if 
they pretended to inform themselves. The 
people, it is true, are ignorant of the laws; 
but they are ignorant only of the laws that do 
not concern them. A poacher knows nothing 
of the penalties to which he exposes himself 
by stealing ten thousand pounds from the pub- 
lic. Commissioners of public boards are 
unacquainted with all the decretals of our 
ancestors respecting the wiring of hares ; but 
the one pockets his extra per centage, and the 
other his leveret, with a perfect knowledge of 
the laws— the particular laws which it ia bis 
business to elude. Philopatris will excuse «s 
for dififering from him upon a subject where 
he seems to entertain such strong opinions. 
We have a real respect for all his opinions >— 
no man could form them who had not a good 
heart and a sound understanding. If we have 
been severe upon his style of writing, it is be- 
cause we know his weight in the common- 
wealth: and we wish that the many young 
persons who justly admire and imitate Mtn 
should be turned to the difficult task of imi- 
tating his many excellences, rather than ^e 
useless and easy one of copjring his few de- 
fects. 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE HISTORICAL WORK OF THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES JAMES FOX.* 



[EniNBuaGH Review, 1809.] 



This is an extraordinary performance in 
itself; — but the reasons assigned for its publi- 
cation are still more extraordinary. A per- 
son of Mr. Rose's consequence — ^incessantly 
occupied, as he assures us, " with official du- 
ties, which take equally," according to his ele- 
gant expression, ** from the disembarrassment 
of the mind and the leisure of time," — thinks it 
absolutely necessary to explain to his country 
the motives which have led him to do so idle 
a thing as to write a book. He would not 
have it supposed, however, that he could be 
tempted to so qaestionable an act by any light 
or ordinary consideration. Mr. Fox and other 
literary loungers may write from a love of 
fame, or a relish for literature ; but the official 
labours of Mr. Rose can only be suspended'by 
higher calls. All his former publications, he 
informs us» originated in a "sense of public 
duty ;" and the present, in " an impulse of pri- 
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vate friendship." An ordinary reader may, 
perhaps, find some difficulty in comprehending 
how Mr. Rose could \}e^^impeUed by private 
friendship," to publish a heavy quarto of po* 
litical observations on Mr. Fox's history ^— and 
for our own part, we must confess, that after 
the most diligent perusal of his long explana- 
tion, we do not in the least comprehend it jret. 
The explanation, however, which is very ea- 
rious, it is our duty to lay before our readers. 

Mr. Rose was much patronised by the lata 
Earl of Marchmont, who left him his family 
papers, with an injunction to make use of 
them, « if it should ever become necessair." 
Among these papers was a narrative by Sir 
Patrick Hume, the earl's grandfather, of tlM 
occurrences which befell him and his a&8oei> 
ates in the unfortunate expedition tmdertatai 
by the Earl of Argyle in 1686. Mr. Fox, in 
detailing the history of that expedition, has 
passed a censure, as Mr. Rose thinks, on the 
character of Sir Patrick ; and, to obviate die 
effects of that censure, he now finds it ** ne- 
cessary" to publish this volume. 

All this sounds very cVu?t%it!QBQ& %xk^ ^ 
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a pa^e of it that does not show the jealous and conscience of Lord Marchmonfs execator to 
eontroUin^ spirit which was exercised towards ! fare to the world this IoBs4ost jostincadon of 
their leader ; and, with regard to the conclad- 1 his ancestor ? The censure did not appear for 
iaf flceae. Sir Patrick's own account makes ; the first time in Mr. Foxs book. It was re^ 
iaiailely more s trongi j against himself and peated, daring Sir Patrick's own lile, in all the 
0ir John Cochrane, than the general state- 1 papers of the time, and in all the historians 
»eat of Mr. Fox. So far from staying to argue since. Sir Patrick lired nearij for^ good 
with their general before parting with him, it years aAer this accusation of Argyle was made 
appears that Sir Patrick did not so much as ! public; and thirty-six of those years in great 



ftM him ; and that Cochrane, at whose su^es- 
Ikm be deserted him, had in a manner ordered 
that anfortanate nobleman to leave. their com- 
paay. The material words of the narrative 
are these :-« 

" On coming down to Kilpatrick, I met Sir 
John (Cochrane), with others accompanieing 
bis ; who takeing met by the hand, lumed mre, 
•aying. My heart, goe you with mee 1 Whither 
floe yon, said 1 1 Over Clide by boate, said 
M^-*4 : Whcr is Argyle ? I must see him-— 
He : He is gone away to his owne countrey, 
jrott cannot see him* — ^I: How comes this 
ehange of reftolation, and that wee went not 
together to Glasgow ?— He ; It i.s no lime to 
»»*^tr qiicstious, but I shall sati.sfy you after- 
ward« To the boato.s wee carne, I'iiled 2, and 
mwcd over," dtc^— <' An honest gentleman who 



credit, honour, and publicity. If he had 
thought that the existence of such an accusa- 
tion constituted a kind of moral mettuiif for 
the publication of his narrative, it is evident 
that he would himself have published it; and 
if it was not necessary then, while he was 
alive, to suffer by the censure of his leader, or 
to profit by its refutation, it is not easy to un- 
derstand how it should be necessary now, when 
130 years have elapsed from the date of it, and 
th% bones of its author have reposed for nearly 
a century in their peaceful and honoured 
monument 

That the narrative never was published be- 
fore, though the censure, to which it is supposed 
to be an antidote, had been published for more 
than a century, is a pretty satisfactory proof 
that those who were most interested and best 
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qualified to jadge, either did not consider the 
censure as very deadly, or the antidote as very 
effectaa). We are very well contented to leave 
it doubtful which of these was the case ; and 
we are convinced that all the readers of Mr. 
Rose's book will agree that it is still very 
doubtful. Sir Patrick, in his narrative, no 
doabt, says that Argyie was extremely arrogant, 
self-willed, and obstinate ; but it is equally cer- 
tain, that the earl said to him that he was 
jealous, disobedient, and un tractable. Both 
were men of honour and veracity; and, we 
doubt not, believed what they said. It is even 
possible that both may have said truly; i>ut, at 
this distance of time, and with no new evidence 
but the averment of one of the parties, it would 
be altogether ridiculous to pretend to decide 
which may have come nearest to an impartial 
statement. Before the publication of the pre- 
sent narrative, it is plain from Wodrow, Bur- 
net, and other writers, that considerable blame 
was generally laid on Argyie for his perempto- 
riness and obstinacy; and, now that the narra- 
tive is published, it is still more apparent than 
ever that he had some ground for the charges 
he made against his officers. The whole 
tenour'of it shows that they were constantly in 
the habit of checking and thwarting him ; and 
we have already seen that it gives a very lame 
and unsatisfactory account of their strange 
desertion of him, when their fortunes appeared 
to be desperate. 

It is perfectly plain, therefore, we conceive, 
that the publication of Mr. Fox's book consti- 
tuted neither a necessity nor an intelligible in- 
ducement for the publication of this narrative; 
and that the narrative, now that it is published, 
has no tendency to remove any slight shade 
of censure that history may have thrown over 
the temper or prudence of Sir Patrick Hume. 
But, ev^ if all this had been otherwise — ^if 
Mr. Fox had, for the first time, insinuated a 
censure on this defunct whig, and if the narra- 
tive had contained the most complete refuta- 
tion of such a censure, — this might, indeed, 
have accounted for the publication of Sir 
Patricks narrative ; but it could not have ac- 
counted at all for the publication of Mr. Rose's 
book — the only thing to be accounted for. The 
narrative is given as an appendix of 66 pages 
to a volume of upwards of 300. In publishing 
the narrative, Mr. Rose did not assume the 
character of **an author," and was not called 
upon, by the responsibility of that character, 
to explain to the world bis reasons for *' sub- 
mitting himself to their judgment" It is only 
for his book, then, exclusive of the narrative, 
that Mr. Rose can be understood to be offering 
any apology ; and the apology he offers is, that 
it sprung from the impulse of private friend- 
ship. When the matter is looked into, how- 
ever, it turns out, that though private friendship 
may, by a great stretch, be supposed to have 
dictated the publication of the appendix, it can 
by no possibility account, or help to account, 
for the composition of the book. Nay, the ten- 
dency and tenour of the book are such as this 
ardent and romantic friendship must necessa- 
rily condemn. It contains nothing whatever 
in praise or in defence of Sir Patrick Home ; 
but it contains a very keen, and not a very 
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candid, attack upon his party and his principles. 
Professing to be published from anxiety to via- '^ 
dicate and exalt the memory of an insurgent 
revolution whig, it consists almost entirely of 
an attempt to depreciate whig principles, and 
openly to deciy and vilify such of Mr. Fox's 
opinions as Sir Patrick Hume constantly ex- 
emplified in his actions. There never was aa 
effect, we believe, imputed to so improbable a 
cause. 

Finally, we may ask, if Mr. Rose's view, ia 
this publication, was merely to vindicate the 
memory of Sir Patrick Hume, why he did not 
put into Mr. Fox's hands the information which 
would have rendered all vindication unneces- 
sary 1 It was known to all the world, for 
several years, that Mr. Fox was engaged in the 
history of that period ; and if Mr. Rose really 
thought that the papers in his custody gave a 
different view of Sir Patrick's conduct from 
that exhibited in the printed authorities, was it 
not his duty to put Mr. Fox upon his guard 
against being misled by them, and to commu- 
nicate to him those invaluable documents to 
which he could have access in no other way 1 
Did he doubt that Mr. Fox would have candour 
to state the truth, or that he would have stated 
with pleasure anything that could exalt the 
character of a revolution whigt Did he 
imagine that any statement of his could ever 
obtain equal notoriety and effect with a state- 
ment in Mr. Fox's history t Or did he poorly 
withhold this information, that he might detract 
from the value of that history, and have to 
boast to the public that there was one point 
upon which he was better informed than that 
illustrious statesman 1 As to the preposterous 
apology which seems to be hinted at in the 
book itself, viz., that it was Mr. Fox's business 
to have asked for these papers, and not Mr. 
Rose's to have offered them, we shall only 
observe, that it stands on a point of etiquette, 
which would scarcely be permitted to govern 
the civilities of tradesmen's wives ; and that it 
seems not a little unreasonable to lay Mr. Fox 
under the necessity of asking for papers, the 
very existence of which he could have no 
reason to expect. This narrative, of Sir Pat- 
rick Hume has now lain in the archives of 
his family for ISO years, unknown and unsus 
pected to all but its immediate proprietor; and, 
distinguished as Sir Patrick was in his day in 
Scotland, it certainly does not imply any extra- 
ordinary stupidity in Mr. Fox, not to know, by 
intuition, that there were papers of his in exist- 
ence which might afford him some light on the 
subject of his history. 

We may appear to have dwelt too long on 
these preliminary considerations, since the 
intrinsic value of Mr. Rose's observations cer- 
tainly will not be affected by the truth or the 
fallacy of the motives he has assigned for pub- 
lishing them. It is impossible, however, not 
to see that, when a writer assigns a falM 
motive for his coming forward, he is commonly 
conscious that the real one is discreditable: 
and that to expose the hollowness of such a 
pretence, is to lay the foundation of a whol«^ 
some distrust of his general fairness and tem 
per. Any body certainly had a right to publish 
remarks on Mr. Coz^a vockr— %a^^ TksiucA^ ^ 
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IntroH'iciion, pp. xxiv. xxv. 

Truly all this is very inieres'.in?. and very 
much io the purpose; — but scarcely more * :> 
than ei?ht or nine pa^es that follow, contain in? 
a Ion? account of the conversations vhic.^ 
Lord Marchmont had with Lord B>>!ingbroke. 
about the politics of Queen Anne's ministers, 
and which Mr. Kose now i^ives to the world 
from hi.s recollertion of various conversations 
betwe<*n himself and Lord Marchmont He 
teilH iiH, moreover, that, ** accustomed as he has 
been to ojjfirial armrary in statement,** he had 
naturally a quick eye for mistakes in fact or 
in deduction ; — that •• havini^ long enjoyed the 
cohfirience and afToctionate friendship of .Mr. 
Put," hn has been more scrupulous than he 
would oihffrwise have been in ascertaining: the 
ffroiin'K nf his ariimadversjoiis on the work of 
hii (^rf-at riv.il; — ;ind that, notwithntandin^? a<l 
IhiH aniK'ty, and the want of "di:>cmbarrass- 
ni«*nt of rnind'* and "leisure of time,*' he has 
compiled \)ii9 volume in about as' many wrcilr« 
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Iz. ±* ir^: T.ire. •hfr*' are ail the passages 
'•a-h::'- :: —r'l-i *re -<i''fss ani tedious to re- 

c::*' in -s-'z::-. :ii-? ri:r.::i>n and public virtue 
-:*S:r P. H^ine :Lr4 heii '-? to the admiration 
: :' 7 : 5--?r.:r. N : t. ^:r P. H:ime, that true and 
i.zLZ-zT'* 1 rer ::' r.:< c:u2:ry. whose *• talents 
5-i v:r:"-r5 h.- srv-rrei;?. ackr.owledsred and 
r-?--ir:ei." cr.i - -V:<f borionrs have been 
a::-::, iei ry :>.- s"5.-ai:e :: his c:ur-Try and the 
arrrcba:: r. o:' coo-i in?r.." was, even in the 
T'^-.zzk >:i Charles, crn.-err.ed in desisns analo- 
?■ us t? :h;5C of Ru5sell and Sydney; — and, 
. very 50'-n a:':er the accessi.ra of James, and 
^as Mr. R-<e think?) before that monarch had 
done any thin? in the lea>t decree blameabie, 
ro<e up openly in arin<. and endeavoured to 
stir up the people to overthrow the existing 
srovcrnment. Even Mr. Fox hesitated as to 
' the wisdom and the virtue of those ensraged in 
' such enterprises ; — and yet Mr. Rose, profess- 
I ing to see danger in that wTiter s excessive 
i zeal f«.»r liberty, writes a book to extol the pa- 
triotism of a premature insursrent 

After this we need not quote our author's 
warm pane«r>'rics on the Revolution — ''that 
g/orroMf event to which the measures of James 
neretsarily led,'*— or on the character of Lord 
Sommers. "whose wisdom, talents, political 
amroKe and virtue, would alone have been suffi- 
cient to insure the success of that measure.** 
It may surprise some of his political admirers 
a little more, however, to find him professing 
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fchat he ** concurs with Mr. Fox as to the "expe- 
diency of the bill of exclusion," (that boldest 
and most decided of all whig measures) ; ^d 
thinks " that the events wiiich took place*' in 
the next reign aflbrd a strong justification of 
the conduct of the promoters of that measure." 
When his tory friends have digested that sen- 
timent, they may look at his patriotic invec- 
tives aigainst the degrading connection of the 
two last of the Stuart princes with the court 
of France ; and the " scandalous profligacy by 
which Charles and Iiis successor betrayed the 
best interests of their country for miserable 
stipends." There is something very edifying, 
indeed, though we should fear a little alarm- 
ing to courtly tempers, in the warmth with 
which our author winds up his diatribe on 
this interesting subject " Every one," he ob- 
serves, " who carries on a clandestine corre- 
spondence with a foreign power, in matters 
touching the interests of Great Britain, is pru 
md fade guilty of a great moral, as well as po- 
litical, crime. If a subject, he is a traitor to 
his king and his country ; and if a monarch, 
ht it a traitor to the crown which he treart, and to 
the empire which he governs. There may, by 
possibility, be circumstances to extenuate the 
former ; there can be none to lessen our de- 
testation of the latter." — (pp. 149, 150.) 

Conformably to these sentiments, Mr. Rose 
expresses his concurrence with all that Mr. 
Fox says of the arbitrary and oppressive mea- 
sures which distinguished the latter part of 
Charles's reign ; — declares that " he has mani- 
fested great temperance and forbearance in 
the character which he gives of Jefferies ; — 
and understated the enormity of the cruel and 
detestable proceedings of the Scottish govern- 
ment, in its unheard of acts of power, and the 
miseries and persecutions which it inflicted ;" 
admits that Mr. Fox's work treated of a period 
*'in which the tyranny of the sovereign at home 
was not redeemed by any glory or success 
abroad ;" — and speaks of the Revolution a.s the 
era " when the full measure of the monarch^ 
tyrannical usurpations made resistance a duty para' 
motmt to every consideration of personal or public 
danger." 

It is scarcely possible, we conceive, to read 
these, and many other passages which might 
be quoted from the work before us, without 
taking the author for a whig ; and it certainly 
is not easy to comprehend how the writer of 
them could quarrel with any thing in Mr. 
Fox's history, for want of deference and vene- 
ration for the monarchical part of our consti- 
tution. To say the truth, we have not always 
been able to satisfy ourselves of the worthy 
author's consistency ; and holding, as we are 
inclined to do, that his natural and genuine 
sentiments are liberal and manly, we can only 
account for the narrowness and unfairness of 
some of his remarks, by supposing them to 
originate from the habits of his practical poli- 
tics, and of that long course of opposition, in 
which he learned to consider it a duty to hiis 
party to discredit every thing that came from 
the advocate of the people. We shall now say 
a word or two on the remarks themselves, 
which, as we have already noticed, will be 
found to be infinitely fewer, and more insigai- 



ficant, than any one, looking merely at the 
bulk of the volume, could possibly have con- 
jectured. 

The first, of any sort of importance, is it ade 
on those passages in which Mr. Fox caL^ the 
execution of the king *< a far less violent mea^ 
sure than that of Lord Strafibrd;" and says, 
'* that there was something in the splendour and 
magnanimity of the act, which has served to 
raise the character of the nation in the opinion 
of Europe in general.'- Mr. Rose takes great 
offence at both these remarks ; and says, that 
the constitution itself was violated by the exe- 
cution of the king, while the case of Lord 
Strafford was but a private injury. We are 
afraid Mr. Rose does not perfectly understand 
Mr. Fox, — otherwise it would be difficult not 
to agree with him. The grossness of Lord 
Strafford's -case consisted in this, that a bill of 
attainder was brought in, after a regular pro- 
ceeding by impeachment had been tried against 
him. He was substantially acquitted, by the 
most unexceptionable process known in our 
law, before the bill of attainder can^e to declare 
him guilty, and to punish him. There was 
here, therefore, a most flagrant violation of all 
law and justice, and a precedent for endless 
abuses and oppressions. Ih the case of the 
king, on the other hand, there could be no vio- 
lation of settled rules or pracxjtce ; because the 
case itself was necessarily out of the purview 
of every rule, and could oe ^rawn into no pre- 
cedent The constitution, no doubt, was ne- 
cessarily destroyed or suspended by the trial ; 
but Mr. Rose appears to forget that it had been 
destroyed or suspended before, by the war, or 
by the acts of the king which brought on the 
war. If it was lawful to fight against the king, 
it must have been lawful to take him prisoner: 
after he was a prisoner, it was both lawful and 
necessary to consider what should be done 
with him ; and every deliberation of this sort 
bad all the assumption, and none of the fair- 
ness of a trial. Yet Mr. Rose has himself 
told us, that " there are cases in which resist- 
ance becomes a paramount duty;" and pro- 
bably is not prepared to say, Uiat it was more 
violent and criminal to drive King James from 
the throne in 1688, than to wrest all law and 
justice to take the life of Lord StraflTord in 
1641. ifet the constitution was as much 
violated by the forfeiture of the one sove- 
reign, as by the trial and execution of the 
other. It was impossible that the trial of King 
Charles might have terminated in a sentence 
of mere deprivation ; and if James had fought 
against his people, and been conquered, he 
might have been tried and executed. The con- 
stitution was gone for the time, in both cases, 
as soon as force was mutually appealed to ; 
and the violence that followed thereafter, to 
the person of the monarch, can receive no ag- 
gravation from any view of that nature. 

With regard, again, to the loyal horror which 
Mr. Rose expresses, when Mr. Fox speaks of 
the splendour and magnanimity of the pro 
ceedings against the king, it is probable that 
this zealous observer was not aware, that hit 
favourite " prerogative writer," Mr. Hume, had 
used the same, or still loftier expressions, in 
relation tcT the same 4T«aiU 8omft.^l^^^^^^<N 
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of that loyal and nnsaspected historian are as 
follows: — ^'the pomp, the dignity, the cere- 
mony of this transaction, correspond to the 
greatest conceptions that are suggested in the 
annaU of human kind ; — the delegates of a 
great people sitting in judgment upon their 
supreme magistrate, and trying him for his 
mismanagement and breach of trust"* Cor- 
dially as we agree with Mr. Fox in the unpro- 
fitable severity of this example, it is impossi- 
ble, we conceive, for any one to consider the 
great, grave, and solemn movement of the 
nation that led to it, or the stem and dispas- 
sionate temper in which it was conducted, 
without feeling that proud contrast between 
this execution and that of all other deposed 
sovereigns in history, — ^which led Mr. Fox, in 
common with Mr. Hume, and every other 
writer on the subject, to make use of the ex- 
pressions which have been alluded to. 

When Mr. Rose, in the close of his remarks 
upon this subject, permits himself to insinu- 
ate, that if Mr. Fox thought such high praise 
due to the publicity, &c., of King Charles's 
trial, he must have felt unbounded admiration 
at that of Lewis XYL, he has laid himself open 
Co a charge of such vulgar and uncandid un- 
fairness, as was not to have been at all ex- 
pected from a person of his rank and descrip- 
tion. If Lewis XVI. had been openly in arms 
against his people, — if the Convention had 
required no other victim — and had settled into 
a regular government as soon as he was re- 
moved, — there might have been more room 
for a parallel, — ^to which, as the fact actually 
stands, every Briton must listen with indigna- 
tion. Lewis XVL was wantonly sacrificed to 
the rage of an insane and bloodthirsty faction, 
and tossed to the executioner among the com- 
mon supplies for the g^llotine. The publi- 
city and parade of his trial were assumed from 
no love of justice, or sense of dignity; but 
from a low principle of profligate and clamo- 
rous defiance to every ^ng &at had become 
displeasing: and ridiculous and incredible as 
it would appear of any other nation, we have 
not the least doubt that a certain childish emu- 
lation of the avenging liberty of the English 
had its share in producing this paltry copy of 
our grand and original daring. The insane 
coxcombs who blew out their brains, aAer a 
piece of tawdry declamation, in some of the 
provincial assemblies, were about as like Cato 
or Hannibal, as the trial and execution of 
Lewis was like the condemnation of King 
Charles. Our regicides were serious and ori- 
ginal at least, in the bold, bad deeds -which 
fiiey committed. The regicides of France 
were poor theatrical imitators, — intoxicated 
with blood and with power, and incapable even 
of forming a sober estimate of the guilt or the 
consequences of their actions. Before leav- 
ing this subject, we must remind our readers 
that Mr. Fox unequivocally condemns the exe- 
cution of the king; and spends some time in 
showing that it was excusable neither on the 
^und of present expediency nor future warn- 
ing. After he had finished that statement, he 
proceeds to say, that notwithstanding what the 
more reasonable part of mankind may think, | 
^ Hame't HIttory, vol. vil. p. 141. ' 



it is to be doubted, whether that prooeeding 
has not served to raise the national character 
in the eyes of foreigners, dec; and then goes 
on to refer to the conversations he had him- 
self witnessed on that subject abroad. A maa 
must be a very zealous royalist, indeed, to dis- 
believe or be offended with this* 

Mr. Rose's next observation is in favoar of 
General Monk; upon whom he is of 'opinion 
that Mr. Fox has been by far too severe^— al 
the same time that he faUs utterly in obviatiBg 
any of the grounds upon which that severity 
is justified. Monk was not responsible aUme, 
indeed, for restoring the king, without taking 
any security for the people ; but as wielding 
the whole power of the army, by which dial 
restoration was effected, he is certainly cAt^y 
responsible for that most criminal omission. 
As to his indifference to the fate of his com- 
panions in arms, Mr. Rose does, indeed, quote 
the testimony of Ait chaplain, who wrote a 
complimentaiy life of his patron, to prove 
that, on the trial of the regicides, he behaved 
with great moderation. We certainly do not 
rate this testimony very highly ; and do think 
it far more than compensated by that of Mrs. 
Hutchinson, who, in the life of her husband, 
says, that on the first proceedings against the 
regicides in the House of Commons, «Monk 
sate still, and had not one word to interpose 
for any man, but wa$ om forward lo tet vengtsnoi 
on foot as any one*** And a little afterwards 
she adds, apparently from her own personal 
knowledge and observation, that *' before die 
prisoners were brought to the Tower, Monk 
and his wife came one evening to the garden, 
and caused them to be brought down, only to 
stare at them, — ^which was such a behaviour 
for that man, who had betrayed so many of 
those that had honoured and trusted him, dec, 
as no story can parallel the inhumanity of."f 

With regard again to Mr. Fox's charge of 
Monk's tamely acquiescing in the insults so 
meanly put on the illustrious corps of his old 
commander Blake, it is perfectly evident, even 
from the authorities referred to by Mr. Rose, 
that Blake's body was dug up by the king's 
order, among others, and removed out of the 
hallowed precincts of Westminster, to be re- 
interred, with twenty more, in one pit at Bl 
Margaret's. 

But the chief charge is, that on the trial of 
Argyle, Monk spontaneously sent down some 
confidential letters, which turned the scale of 
evidence against that unfortunate nobleman. 
This statement, to which Mr. Fox is most ab- 
surdly blained for giving credit, is made on 
the authority of the three historians who lived 
nearest to the date of the transaction, and who 
all report it as quite certain and notorious. 
These historians are Burnet, Baillie, and Cun- 
ningham; nor are they contradicted by any 
one writer on the subject, except Dr. Camp- 
bell, who, at a period comparatively recent, 
and without pretending to have discovered any 
new document on the subject, is pleased to dis- 
believe them upon certain hypothetical and ar- 
gumentative reasons of his own. These rea^ 
sons Mr. Leung has examined and most satis- 
factorily obviated in his history ; and Mr. Rose 
^Uft of Oolonal Hntchlmon, p. S71. f Ibid. p. STB 
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has exerted incredible industry to defend. The 
Scottish records for that period have perished ; 
and for this reason, and because a collection 
of pamphlets and newspapers of that age, in 
Mr. Rose's possession, make no mention of the 
circumstance, he thinks fit to discredit it alto- 
gether. If this kind of scepticism were to be 
indulge^! there would be an end of all reliance 
on history. In this particular case, both Bur- 
net and Baillie speak quite positively, from 
the information of contemporaries ; and state a 
circumstance that would very well account 
for the silence of the formal accounts of the 
trial, if any such had been preserved, viz., that 
Monk*s letters were not produced till after the 
evidence was finished on both sides, and the 
debate begun on the result; — an irregularity, 
by the way, by much too gross to have been 
charged against a public proceeding without 
any foundation. 

Mr. Rose's next observation is directed rap 
ther against Judge Blackstone than against 
Mr. Fox; and is meant to show, that this 
learned person was guilty of great inaccuracy 
in representing the year 1679 as the era of 
good laws and bad government It is quite 
impossible to follow him through the dull de- 
tails and feeble disputations by which he la- 
bours, to make it appear that our laws were 
not very good in 1679, and that they, as well 
as the administration of them, were much 
mended after the Revolution. Mr. Fox's, or 
rather Blackstone's remark is too obviously 
and strikingly true in substance, to admit of 
any argument or illustration.* 

The next charge against Mr. Fox is for say- 
ing, Uiat if Charles IL's ministers betrayed 
him, he betrayed them in return; keeping, 
from some of them at least, the secret of what 

• Mr. Row talks a frreat deal, and Justly, aboot the 
advantafea of the Judges not bein; removable at plea- 
sure ; and, with a great air of erudition, informs us, 
that after Charles, all the commissions were made 

Smamdiu n»ku plaeuerit. Mr. Rose's researches, we fear, 
o not often go beyond the records in his custody. If he 
had looked into Rushworth^s Collection, he would hare 
fband, that, in 1641, King Charles agreed to make the 
commission, quam^u »e bene gteeerint ; and that some 
of those illegally removed in the following reign, though 
not ofBclating in court, still retained certam ftinctlons in 
consequence of that appointment. The following is the 
passage, at p. 1365, vol. iii. of Rushworth: ** After the 
passlngof these votes (16th December, 1640) against the 
Judges, and transmitting them to the House of Peers, 
and their concurring with the House of Commons therein, 
an address was made unto the king shortly after, that 
his majesty, for the future, would not make any Judge 
bv patent durinj^ pleasure ; but that thev may hold their 
INaces hereafter, quamdiu ee betu geeeerint : and his ma- 

iesty iid really prant the same. And in his speech to 
oth houses of Parliament, at the time of giving his 
royal assent to two hills, one to take away the High 
Commission C:ourt, and the other the Court of Star- 
Chamber, and regulating the power of the council table, 
he hath this passage ; * If you consider what I have 
done this Parliament, discontents will not sit In your 
hearts ; for I hope you remember, that I have granted, 
that the Judges hereafter shall hold their places quamdiu 
St bene resserint.* And likewise, his gracious majesty 
King Charles the Second observed the same rule and 
method in granting patents to judges, quamdiu §§ bene 
wesserint ; as appears upon record in the Rolls ; vis., to 
Sergeant Slide to be Lord Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench. Sir Orlando Bridgeman to be Lord Chief Baron, 
and afterwards to be Lord Chief Justice of Common 
Pleas ; to Sir Robert Forster, and others. Mr. Sergeant 
Archer, now living, notwUhsUnding kit removal^ still en- 
joys his patent, being quamdiu ss bene geseerint ; and re- 
ceives a ekare in the proJUs of the eourtt as to ftes and 
othrr proceedings, by virtue of his said patent: and his 
name is used in those fines, iie., as a judge of that court." 



he was pleased to call his religion, and the 
state of his connections with France. After 
the furious attack which Mr. Rose has made 
in another place upon this prince and his 
French connections, it is rather surprising to 
see with what zeal he undertakes his defence 
against this very venial sort of treachery, of 
concealing his shame from some of his more 
respectable ministers. The attempt, however, 
is at least as unsuccessful as it is unaccount- 
able. Mr. Fox says only, that umu of the 
ministers were not trusted with the secret; 
and both Dalr3rmple and Macpherson say, that 
none but the Catholic counsellors were admit- 
ted to this confidence. Mr. Rose mutters, that 
there is no evidence of this ; and himself pro- 
duces an abstract of the secret treaty between 
Lewis and Charles, of May, 1670, to which the 
subscriptions of four Catholic ministers of the 
latter are affixed ! 

Mr. Fox is next taxed with great negligence 
for saying, that he does not know what 

groof there is of Clarendon*s being privy to 
!harles receiving money from France; and 
very long quotations are inserted from the 
correspondence printed by Dalrymple and 
Macpherson— ^which do not prove Clarendon's 
knowledge of any money being received, though 
they do seem to establish that he must have 
known of its being stipulated for. 

Afler this comes Mr. Rose's grand attafik ; 
in which he charges the historian with his 
whole heavy artillery of argument and quota- 
tion, and makes a vigorous effort to drive him 
from the position, that the early and primary 
object of James's reign was not to establish 
popery in this cotmtry, but in the first place 
to render himself absolute : and that, for a • 
considerable time, he does not appear to have 
aimed at any thing more than a complete tole 
ration for his own religion. The grounds 
upon which this opinion is maintained by Mr. 
Fox are certainly very probable. There is, in 
the first place, his zeal for the Church of Eng- 
land during his brother's life, and the violent 
oppressions by which he enforced a Protestant 
test in Scotland ; secondly, the fact of his carry- 
ing on the government and the persecution of 
nonconformist's by Protestant ministers; and, 
thirdly, his addresses to his Parliament, and 
the tenour of much of his correspondence with 
Lewis. In opposition to this, Mr. Rose quotes 
an infinite variety of passages from Barillon's 
correspondence, to snow in general the un- 
feigned zeal of this unfortunate prince for his 
religion, and his constant desire to glorify and 
advance it Now, it is perfectly obvious, in 
the first place, that Mr. Fox never intended to 
dispute James's zeal for popery ; and, in the 
second place, it is very remarkable, that in the 
first ffven passages quoted by Mr. Rose, nothing 
more is said to be in the king's contemplation 
than the complete toleralion of that religion. 
** The free exercise of the Catholic religion in 
their own houses,"-— the abolition of the penal 
laws against Catholics, — ^**the free exercise 
of that religion," dec. dtc., are the only objects 
to which the zeal of the king is said to bf 
directed ; and it is not till a(\er the suppression 
of Monmouth's rebellion, that these phrase> 
are exr.han;i;pd for " a t<».s>csV^V.\wft.\» t^abVvs^ ^^^ 
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t;'.f; ',f I*.*: ^Vi.',:.'-. B>.r.:>>y. ^a;.- Tex. 
A;/ji. fi. Jxr^y, thi» "?ri«^ kj;.:' rfr^n dcrclarp'- 
l/'j*/!:':!/, !hat :»!! C;slvjjji-i* a''»r fiat 'J rally «jne- 
f/ij'": !o r'»y;i!»y, ;:fid .'ir,';'.'': a! I. t/j roya!?;.- in 

|i, 7»^, *hat ih'r kifjif »oJ/l h;rii, " ?ha*. arnon?/ 
oth#-f i,n'/iAjtf; )it. h;i'J a'/ai;j t the Pro:':«-tariT 
fijjf^j'ifj, ♦hj". w;i\ i^w.f iliat h:> ^r/?i'r and 
h J r/j ■■«•)( L"j/i'/ ifi rririfiy roi/ij/aiji*?- in Pari^ 
tnfOf(ntto fi\ntiii'/ thr' (>jfiijji'..n*A''ra!th^, wher*? 
th«'f" 'A'T'* l'f/»<'" t;if,!' , h't /oijri'! th'-y wt-r^ ail 
n\i"u:iUi{ itinu iI.'-j/i, and /n-at adrnirr-rs of 
Or'ir«%'«'Jl ; /o /!/■ hthind thnj vrtre all rthth in 
thnr hrttrff" It will hot !»*• inrir.fttu*n cither, 
tlia* ill h\H fir'.t :uMrf".'> to thrr coiinrjl, on his 
nf.tfr.^ittUf he rn;ide u*-'* of tho'.e mrrnorahle 
wronN : — "I know the firineij)|es rif the Church 
of Knrdan'l ar»' for monarchy, and therrfore 1 
hhali iilwnyrs lake rare to ilefr-nd and hupport 
il." While he r't.'iirifrl tliis r»fMnion of its 
loyalty, areordin^jly, he did defi-nd and sup- 
port il ; and did persocule ail dissidents from 
lt« dortrine, at least as violently as he after- 
wards did those who opposed popery. It was 
only when he found tliat the orthodox doc- 
trines of non-resi^{!lnee and jum tlivinum would 
not ^'o all lengths, and that even the hishop.s 
Would not send his proclamation to their 
clergy, that he came to class them with the 
rnst of the heretics, and to ndy entirely upon 
the slavish votaries of the Koman supersti- 
tion. 

The tn'xi set of remarks is introduced for 
ihe piirposj'of showing: Ihat Mr. Fox has jrone 
rnlln-r loo far, in sialinj,' that the (d)jeet both 
of Clmrlrs nml James in taking money from 
/.ru'j.. Wti.\ fn /r/j./rj- fhenr elves independent 
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^r.i.;*:. Mr. Fi's ::iii*i:* -i. L_5 arc^racT. 
T:.» t:.5"B-€r :: •=■:..:-. ;":-.:-5> is. lis.: lis 
rL*-:* :.-h:L*-rr. -s-ifr* h.? jt.ti::^ :r:eresi 
Ti; ctLcerLef-cii. ^ 71 z: reiser- frrdrnbi- 
::.? i:- arcuraz.nrii'ri :: --as r.:: ir*c»d. 

Il :r.e cMrlui-nr 5»c-.:- cf h:? rcnarkss. 
Mr. R: =• re:.:ne5 h.s tz>z::izz :- Sir Pasick 
l{-:rr.*^. — iiTri-dice? a 5rl?-i:i €i.z-:rzi^i3x on 
the Mtrc-iis of Mi-Ltr'se. — bn:::rs aaihorliy 
to ^^Ti'.-'X' that to rare "c-as asf*i :c> eitc-n con- 
fts^io:^ in Srcotla:. i even after lixe Rcroln- 
ti«>n. — arid then breaks oat iiito a hizii xctj 
rar.t ai-am-t Mr. Foi. for sappc^sir.s that the 
eo*ir.c:i-ors who Cvr^demnei Arsnrle laisrht not 
be very eavy in their cr-LscieLces. and f.^r call- 
inz ih'/*e who were har.t:ne down that coble- 
man''^ di-persed f:;!:wer5 - authorized assas- 
••ins." Jame<:, he says, was their hirfu! iwf- 
reisn: and the parties in question ha vin? been 
in open rehellK'n. it was the evident duly of 
all who had not joined with them lo suppress 
them. Wc are not ver>- fond of ar^in? eene- 
ral points of this nature; and the question 
here is f)rtunalely special and simple. If ihc 
tyranny and oppression r)f James in Scotland — 
■ tlic unhcard-4jf enormity of which Mr. Rose 
I owns that Mr. Fox has understated — ^had al- 
ready given that country a far juster title to 
renounce him than England had in 168S; then 
James was not " their lawful sovereign" in any 
sense in which that phrase can be understood 
by a free people ; and those whose cowardice 
or despair made them submit to be the instru- 
ments of the tyrant's vengeance on one who 
had armed for their deliverance, may very in- 
nocently be presumed to have suflered some 
remorse for their compliance. With rej^rd, 
again, to the phrase of "authorized assassins," 
it is plain, from the context of Mr. Fox, that 
it is not applied to the regular forces acting 
against the remains of Argyle's f/rn»f/f follow- 
ers, but to those individuals, whciher military 
or not, who pursued the disarmed an<l suli- 
tarv fugitives, for ihe purpose of butchering 
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them in cold blood, in their caverns and moun- 
tains. 

Such is the snbstance of Mr. Rose's obser- 
rations ; which certainly do not appear to us 
of any considerable yalue — though they indi- 
cate, throoghout, a laudable industry, and a 
still more laudable consciousness of inf)B- 
riority, — together with (what we are deter- 
mined to believe) a natural disposition to 
liberality and moderation, counteracted by the 
littleness of party jealousy and resentment 
We had noted a great number of petty mis- 
representations and small inaccuracies; but 
in a work which is not likely either to be 
much read, or long remembered, these things 
are not worth the trouble of correction. I 

Though the book itself is very dull, how- 
ever, we must say that the Appendix is very , 
entertaining. Sir Patrick's narrative is clear 
and spirited; but what delights us far more, is ; 
another and more domestic and miscellaneous 
narrative of the adventures of his family, from 
the period of Argyle's discomfiture till their 
return in the train of King William. This is 
from the hand of Lady Murray, Sir Patrick's | 
grand-daughter ; and is mostly furnished from S 
the information of her mother, his favourite , 
and exemplary daughter. There is an air of 
cheerful magnanimity and artless goodness 
about this little history, which is extremely 
engaging : and a variety of traits of ScottUh 
simplicity and homeliness of character, which 
recommend it, in a peculiar manner, to our 
national feelings. Although we have already 
enlarged this article beyond its proper limits, 
we must give our readers a few specimens of 
this singular chronicle. 

Af\er Sir Patrick's escape, he made his way 
to his own castle, and was concealed for some 
time in a vault under the church, where his 
daughter, then a girl under twenty, went alone, 
every night, with an heroic fortitude, to com- 
fort and feed him. The gaiety, however, 
which lightened this perilous intercourse, is to 
us still more admirable than its heroism. 

•* She went every night by herself, at mid- 
night, to carry him victuals and drink; and 
stayed with him as long as she could to get 
home before day. In all this time, my grand- 
father showed Uie same constant composure, 
and cheerfulness of mind, that he continued to 
possess to his death, which was at the age of 
eighty-four; all which good qualities she in- 
herited from him in a high degree. Often did 
they laugh heartily in that doleful habitation, at 
different accidents that happened. She at that 
time had a terror for a churchyard, especially 
in the dark, as is not uncommon at her age, 
by idle nursery stories ; but when engaged by 
concern for her father, she stumbled over the 
graves every night alone, without fear of any 
kind entering her thoughts, but for soldiers 
and parties in search of him, which the least 
noise or motion of a leaf put her in terror for. 
The minister's house was near the church. 
The first night she went, his dogs kept such a 
barking as put her in the utmost fear of a dis- 
covery. My grandmother sent for the minister 
next day, and, upon pretence of a mad dog, 
got him to hang all his dogs. There was also 
difficulty of getting victuaU to carry JlinitwU'* 



out the servants suspecting: the only way it 
was done, was by stealing it off her plate at 
ilinner, into her lap. Many a diverting story 
she has told about this, and other things of the 
like ntture. Her father liked sheep's head; 
and, while the children were eating their broth, 
8he had conveyed most of one into her lap. 
When her brother Sandy (the late Lord March 
mont) had done, he looked up with astonish- 
ment and said, 'Mother, will you look at 
Grizzel ; while we have been eating our broth, 
she has eat up the whole sheep's head.' Thig 
Deeationed io much mirth among them, that her 
father, at night, was greatly entertained by it; and 
detired Sandy might have a share in the next J*'-' 
App. p. [v.] 

They then tried to secrete him in a low room 
in his own houses and, for this purpose, to con- 
trive a be^ concealed under the floor, which 
this affectionate ^nd light-hearted girl secretly 
excavated herself, by scratching up the earth 
with her nails, **till she left not a nail on her 
fingers," and carrying it into the garden at 
night in bags. At last, however, they all got 
over to Holland, where they seem to have lived 
in great poverty, — but in the same style of 
magnanimous gaiety and cordial affection, of 
which some instances have been recited. This 
admirable young woman, who lived afterwards 
with the same simplicity of character in the 
first society in Enjg^land, seems to have exerted 
herself in a way that nothing but affection 
could have rendered tolerable, even to one bred 
ap to drudgery. 

"All the time they were there" (says his 
daughter), *' there was not a week my mother 
did not sit up two nights, to do the business 
that was necessary. She went to market; 
t^ent to the mill to have their com ground, 
which, it seems, is the way with good mana- 
gers there; dressed the linen; cieaned the 
house ; made ready dinner; mended the child- 
ren's stockings, and other clothes ; made what 
she could for them ; and, in short, did every 
thing. Her sister Christian, who was a year 
or two younger, diverted her father and mother, 
and the rest, who were fond of music. Out of 
their small income they bought a harpsichord 
for little money (but is a Rucar*), now in my 
custody, and most valuable. My aunt played 
and sung well, and had a great deal of life and 
humour, but no turn to business. Though my 
mother had the same qualifications, and liked 
it as well as she did, she was forced to drudge; 
and many jokes used to pass betwixt the sisters 
about their different occupcUtonsJ* — p. [ix.] 

** Her brother soon afterwards entered into 
the Prince of Orange's guards : and her con- 
stant attention was to have him appear right in 
his linen and dress. They wore little point 
cravats and cuffs, which many a night she sat 
up to have in as good order for him as any in 
the place ; and one of their greatest expenses 
was in dressing him as he ought to be. As 
their house was always full of the unfortunate - 
banished people like themselves, they seldom 
went to dinner, without three, or four, or five 
of them, to share with them ; and many a hikn- 
dred times I have heard her sa}*, she could 
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never look back npon their mumer of living 
there, withoat thinking it a miracle. Thej had 
no want, but plenty of everj thing they desired, 
and mnch contentment ; and always declared 
It die most pleasing part of her life, Uraogh 
they were not withoat their little distresses; 
bmt to them they wen rather jokes than grievances. 
The professors, and men of learning, in the 
place, came often to see my grandfather. The 
best entertainment he could give them was a 
glass of alabast beer, which was a better kind 
of ale than common. He sent his son An- 
drew, the late Lord Kimmerghame, a boy, to 
draw some for them in the cellar : he brought 
it ap with great diligence; but in the other 
hand the spigot of the barreL My grandfather 
said, 'Andrew, what is that in your handl* 
When he saw it he run down with speed ; but 
the beer was all run out before he got there. 
This occasioned much mirth; though, perhaps, 
they did not well know where to get more." — 
pp. [X. xi.] 



Sir Patrick, we are glad to hear, retained this 
kindly cheerfulness of. character to the last; 
and, after he was an earl and chancellor of 
Scotland, and unable to stir with goiit» had 
himself carried to the room where his children 
and grandchildren were dancing, and insisted 
on beating time with his foou Nay, when 
<fyMg at the advanced age of elghty4bar, he 
conld not resist his old projpensity to jolring^ 
but uttered various pleasantries on the disap- 
pointment the worms would meet with, when, 
after boring through his thick coffin* they 
would find Uttle but bones. 

There is, in the Appendix, besides these 
narrations, a fierce attack upon Burnet, which 
is full of inaccuracies and ill temper; and 
some interesting particulars of Monmouth's 
imprisonment and execution. We dare say 
Mr. Rose could publish a volume or two of 
very interesting tracts; and can ventore lo 
predict that his collections will be much more 
popular than his observations. 



DISTURBANCES AT MADRAS/ 
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T&K disturbances which have lately taken 
place in our East Indian possessions, would, 
at any period, have excited a considerable de- 
gree of alarm; anfl those feelings are, of 
course, not a Uttle increased by the ruinous 
aspect of our European afiairs. The revolt 
of an army of eighty thousand men is an event 
which seems to threaten so nearly the ruin of 
the country in which it happens, that no com- 
mon curiosity is excited as to the causes which 
could have led to it, and the means by which 
its danger was averted. On these points, we 
shall endeavour to exhibit to our readers the 
informatlcn aflbrded to us by the pamphlets 
whose titles we have cited. The first of these 
is understood to be written by an agent of Sir 
George Barlow, sent over for the express pur- 
pose of deftnding his measures ; the second is 
most probably the production of some one of 
the dismissed officers, or, at least, founded upon 
their representations ; the third statement is by 
Mr. Petrie, — and we most cordially recommend 
it to the perusal of our readers. It is charac- 
terized, throughout, by moderation, good sense, 
and a feeling of duty. We have seldom read 
a narrative, which, on the first face of it, look- 
ed so Inuch like truth. It has, of course, pro- 
duced the ruin and dismissal of this gentleman, 
though we have not the shadow of doubt, that 
if his advice had been followed, every unplea- 

* Jfamtio« tff tk§ Orifin and Prorrtae of ike DUten' 
Hmm at tk§ Presidency of Madras^ founded on Original 
Papere and Correnondenee. Lloyd, London, 1810. 

Aeeonnt of the Origin and Progre$e of the late Diecen- 
*^^jf (** -^""y <>» '*« J^adrae EetabUehmeiU. Cadell 
and Daviefl, London, 1810. 

StmUment of Paet» delivered to the Right Hononrahle 
I^ Minto;% By William Pbtsib Esq. Stookdale, 



sant occurrence which has happened in India 
might have been efiectually prevented. 

In the year 1802, a certain monthly allow- 
ance, proportioned to their respective ranks, 
was given to each officer of the coast army, to 
enable him to provide himself with camp 
equipage ; and a monthly allowance was also 
made to the commanding officers of the native 
corps, for the provision of the camp equipage 
of these corps. This arrangement was com- 
monly called the tent contract. Its intention (as 
the pamphlet of Sir George Barlow's agent 
very properly states) was to combine iacility 
of movement in military operations with views 
of economy. In the general revision of its 
establishments, set on foot for the purposes of 
economy by the Madras government, this con- 
tract was considered as entailing upon them a 
very unnecessary expense ; and the then com- 
mander-in-chief. General Qraddock, directed 
Colonel Munro, the quartermaster-general, to 
make a report to him upon the subject. The 
report, which was published almost as soon as 
it was made up, recommends the abolition of 
this contract; and, among other passages for 
the support of this opinion, has the following 
one: — 

"Six years' experience of the practical 
efiects of the existing system of the camp 
equipage equipment of the native army, has 
afibrded means of forming a judgment relative 
to its advantages and efficiency which were 
not possessed by the persons who proposed 
its introduction ; and an attentive examination 
of its operations during that period of time 
has suggested the following observations re- 
garding it : — " 

After stating that the contract is needlessly 
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expensive — that it subjects (he Company to | 
the same charges for troops in garrison as for 
those in the field — the report pn/ceeds to state 
the following observation, made on the autlio- 
lityof fix ytara' erptrience and attentive examina' 
ium, 

** Thirdly. By granting the same allowances 
in peace and war for the equipment of native 
eorps, while the expenses incidental to that 
charge are unavoidably much greater in war 
than peace, it places the interest and duty of 
officers commanding native corps in direct 
opposition to one another. It m^es it their 
interest that their corps should not be in a 
state of efficiency fit for field service, and 
therefore furnishes strong inducements to 
neglect their most important duties." — Accurate 
and Jutheniic Narrative, pp. 117, 118. 

Here, then, is not only a proposal for re- 
ducing the emoluments of the principal offi- 
cers of the Madras army, but a charge of the 
most flagrant nature. The first they might 

Sossibly have had some right to consider as a 
ardship ; but, when severe and unjust invec- 
tive was superadded to strict retrenchment — 
when their pay and their reputation were 
diminished at the same time — it cannot be 
considered as surprising, that such treatment, 
on the part of the government, should lay the 
foundation for a spirit of discontent in those 
troops who had recently made such splendid 
additions to the Indian empire, and establish- 
ed, in the progress of these acquisitions, so 
high a character for discipline and courage, 
(t must be remembered, that an officer on 
European and one on Indian service are in 
very difierent aituations, and propose to them- 
selves very different objects. The one never 
thinks of making a fortune by his profession, 
while the hope of ultimately gaining an inde- 
pendence is the principal motive for which 
the Indian officer banishes himself from his 
country. To diminish the emoluments of his 
profession is to retard the period of his return, 
and to frustrate the purpose for which he ex- 
poses his life and health in a burning climate, 
on the other side of the world. We make 
these observations, certainlv. without any idea 
of denying the right of the East inaia Com- 
pany to make any retrenchments they may 
think proper, but to show that it is a right 
which ought to be exercised with great deli- 
cacy and with sound discretion — ^that it should 
only be exercised when the retrenchment is of 
reai importance — and above all, that it should 
always be accompanied with every mark of 
suavity and conciliation. Sir George Barlow, 
on the contrary, committed the singular im- 
prudence of stigmatizing the honour, and 
wounding the feelings of the Indian officers. 
At the same moment that he diminishes their 
emoluments he tells them, that the India Com- 
pany take away their allowances for tents, 
because those allowances have been abused 
ill the meanest, most profligate, and most un- 
soldier-like manner; for this and more than 
this is conveyed in the report of Colonel 
Munro, published by order of Sir George Bar- 
K.w. If it was right, in the fii^Jt instance, tci 
diminish the emoluments of so vast an army- 

ag 



It was certainly indiscreet to give such reasons 
for it. If any individual had abused the ad« 
(r-antages of the tent-contract, he might have 
been brought to a couit-martial ; and, if his 
guilt had been established, his punishment, we 
will venture to assert, would not have occa- 
sioned a moment of complaint or disafiTectioQ 
in the army ; but that a civilian, a gentleman 
accustomed only to the details of commercet 
should begin his government, over a settle- 
ment with which he was utterly unacquainted^ 
by telling one of the bravest set of officers in 
the world, that, for six years past, they had 
been, in the basest manner, sacrificing their 
duty to their interest, does appear to us an in- 
stance of indiscretion which, if firequentty 
repeated, would soon supersede the necessity 
of any further discussion ui>on Indian afiairs. 

The whole transaction, indeed, appears to 
have been gone into with a disregam to the 
common professional feelings of an armyt 
which is to us utterly inexplicable. The. 
opinion of the commander-in-chief, General 
Macdowall, was never asked upon the sub- 
ject ; not a single witness was examined; the 
whole seems to have depended upon die 
report of Colonel Munro, the youngest stafi^ 
officer of the army, published in spite of tlie 
earnest remonstrance of Colonel Capper, the 
adjutant-general, and before three days had 
been given him to substitute his own plan, 
which Sir George Barlow had promised to 
read before the publication of Colonel Munro's 
report. Nay, this great plan of reduction was 
never even submitted to the military board, by 
whom all subjects of that description were, 
according to the orders of the court of directory 
and the usage of the service, to be discussea 
and digested, previous to their coming before 
government. 

Shortly after the promulgation of this very 
indiscreet paper, the commander-in-chief. Ge- 
neral Macdowall, received letters from almost 
all the officers commanding native corpse 
representing, in terms adapted to the feelings 
of each, the stigma which was considered to 
attach to them individually, and appealing to 
the authori^ of the commander-in-chief for 
redress against such charges, and to his per- 
sonal experience for their falsehood. To these 
letters the general replied, that the orders in 
question had been prei)*rcd without any rtftt' 
ence to hi$ opinion, and that, as the matter was 
so far advanced, he deemed it inexpedient to 
interfere. The officers commanding corps, 
finding that no 5teps were taken to remove tne 
obnoxious insinuations, and considering dial, 
while they remained, an indelible disgrace waj 
cast upon their characters, prepared charges 
against Colonel Munro. These chaives were 
fonranled to General Macdowall, referred by 
him to the judge advocate general, and re- 
turned, with his objections to them, to the 
officers who had preferred the charges. For 
two months after this period. General Mac* 
I dowall appears to have remained in a state of 
I uncertainty, as to whether he would or would 
I not bring Colonel Munro to a court-martial 
upon the charges preferred against him by the 
commanders of corps. At last, urged by tne 
discontents of the ana^^Vvft ^^^jsCTsixasLVxa.'^^ 
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for the a'jth'.-rity of ^ov#rnim':;ii 'A-a-, LfTordrd 
t/i hirii f'-r a Y^ry diiT"r'rni purpose. In this 
vifw of Ihf; r ;•*#:, w«? cannot *'•.».• how the dig- 
nity of pov«?rrirn':ni vas attacked by the pro- 
posal of the conri-iTrtiiial, or to what other 
rrm"dyth'»/r who had «4fp-rcd from his abuse 
<A \\y> powercoti!-! have ha.i recofjr'-.e. CV^Jf.r.e! 
Munro had b'-^n prorni^r-d, by Of-^r-ral Mac- 
dowall, that the conrt-rnartrai -.hould consist 
of kint^V". officer. : th'-r^* co'iM not, therefore, 
have \n\f\\ any rational Mi'-picior. tr^t hi.-j trial 
would have be^-n unfair, or his ju'fj.^e unduly 
influenced. 

Hwin aftr-r Hir C;er.rj?e Ilarh^w had :\hf»vrn 
thi'-. relurlanre to j^ive the cf>mplainin:.f officers 
an opportunity of n'-''.'itabli-.!iitj:^ th**ir injured 
rhanictiT, Cicnr-rnl Mardowall sailed f(»r Enj^- 
land. and b*ft behind him, fnr publication, an 
ordrr, in which ('olrmrl Munro was repri- 
inandH fur a vi«dent breach in military disci- 
pline, ill appraliuK to thr- governor otherwise 
than ihronifh thr cnsUimary and prescrib/'d 
rh:iiinel '•'' •»•- ronimander-in-chicf. As this 
paper rf, and at the samp time very 



'::i\'^\Ti^ l^i^ -:t-i_1 fr:"k Xi rrs-t ▼:!_ prercai 
:..- ".'' , ' • \ "-' ~^\ :■=■" r^ ;u ' ^^t"' ~ ^^;^^' *^''-i*t *- 
C. . ■. ■ -I.*:: X lir: . : liTiSnmsr-rsitdl- xo trial 
;■:- iLrr'-rT'i-:-: -*:" ii-* :rrTT?.TTr^r-3Hf>i«"f. for 
i_:--. :•=•:_ '.-i.:' ::' : :itr-- lii ::t rrcuea^ of 

i: :l-7 Lz-r.— -l 2-LT.i-r ri-=.:r:*l lo xhe 

T*: V*-: :■: -.l* '.—L r:Tfrz_2jrr- iz. npfiiacg of 
li* .-^iriLii: n iii if^riT l: ii-* hoii of die 
LTn^. Ti: 1.11 :-i:ti "? t -iZiifr arresL en 
iLLTrti Tri.'-rrrf-i i.n-M.n "r"^ -T * x."sni*r 
; . . ±:: f n' : . — ?:■:" : r u^ts r : tt^ ir co&se- 
::*::* : : -r:_ : 1 1; r-i i_ r.- .■: i; -J:rf biionrable 
iL'. TTr :.:«.". 11 'I'-i:— Li-f".** T-'^.^Geagal 
Vl:_ "p-L- i-ii rrr-:.Tfi roj_t.r- :ri£rs frDin 

-^i:l ::iii:: :« iiA T-iJt c:' Li^3Senaa:- 
C■: . : l^ . y ^ 1 .-_ : if .1^ if j-rr: r -T* cc snbordi- 
L2.- 1. 5-LTrrr.-* .:' =Li_:irr ziscipliae. a 
v.._ii.:i. :: n* strr*i r-zsis of uie eom- 
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r*r:i= *i2:=T.i i: il: «:t:». Lienienani- 
G^LtT^ Mcci:-5-il- iz. Fzrr^r: if i» dizniir 
:: 11* Tr::>5 ?-.:!.. a^i h_i en: scaacm as'd 
:':.2.ric*er. fc^li i: ii.:-:::^:*:.: * - tic to express 
:. . = 5 :: ; - r i_ jfi-r? ~- "r^i:: : - c : L,* i :<z an:-Colonel 
Mii.r:*= 'Li.*ii=.r!ii rrKK-iizx.^ and con- 
-.i-j-'s :: ^ >:lez:i. i~ :z:pn5--i rpc-a him to 
r-ir.iLiii L:«;::e-ar.:X'-c::":iel M3£n? in gene- 
ra, rier?; tni h* is hereiv repriaaaded 
acc:ri:L2ly. Sisnri* T. Boxj;^. d. a. e." — 
-i-mr. A- .fi*:-. ,Y;-. 77.' 651, 69. 

• .Sir Gerrr^ Bir'i-jr. iz ccr.s€q«*ac* of this 
■Tcier. irr.neiia'.e'.T ifrnT*i Geaera] Mac- 
; 'f '.vt:: c:" h:? fir-a:-;! of ccaniasder-in-chief. 
■ -shlch he bai l:: vc: resirnei. thoTjgh he had 
: iu:fei the serpen*!: : and as die ozSclal sig- 
r-ature cf :he deputy Ed;i:!aa:-EeEeral appeared 
■ > the paper, that oScer also tras suspended 
. from h:s s-taatics. Colonel Capper. the adju- 
' rant-ecaeral. in !he most hoacuraWe manner 
infr.irmed Sir Gecrre Barlow, that he was the 
culpable and responsible person : and that the 
nariie of his deparr only appeared to the paper 
in coj«equence cf h:> posiuve order, and be- 
ca'j'-e he him«elf happened to be absent on 
shipboard with General Macdowall. Tti\% 
Kcnerous coriduct on the part of Colonel Cap- 
per involved himself in punishment, without 
extricating the innocent person whom he in- 
tended to protect. The Madras trovernrrfent, 
always swifl to condemn, doomed him to the 
!<amc punishment as Major Boles; and he 
was suspended from his office. 

This paper we have read over with great 
attention ; and we really cannot see wherein 
its criminality consists, or on what account it 
could have drawn down upon General Mac- 
dowall iro severe a puni.shment as the priva- 
tion of the high and dignified office which 
he held. The censure upon Colonel Munro 
was for a violation of the regular etiquette 
of the army, in appealing to the governor 
otherwise than through the channel of the 
commander-in-chief. This was an entirely 
new oflfence on the part of Colonel Munrn. 
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Sir George Barlow had given no opinion upon 
it; it had not been discussed between him 
and the commander-in-chief; and the com- 
mander-in-chief was clearly at liberty to act 
in this point as he pleased. He does not repri- 
mand Colonel Munro for obeying Sir George 
Barlow's orders ; for Sir George had given no 
orders upon the subject; but he blames him' 
for transgressing a well-known and important 
rule of the service. We have great doubts if 
he was not quite right in giving this reprimand. 
But at all events, if he was wrong, — ^if Colonel 
Munro was not guilty of the offence imputed, 
still the erroneous punishment which the 
general had inflicted merited no such severe 
retribution as that resorted to by Sir George 
Barlow. There are no refleciions in the 
paper on the conduct of the governor or the 
government The reprimand is grounded en- 
tirely upon the breach of that military disci- 
pline which it was undoubtedly the business 
of General Macdowall to maintain in the most 
perfect purity and vigour. Nor has the paper 
any one expression in it foreign to this pur- 
pose. We were, indeed, not a little astonished 
at reading it We had imagined that a 
paper, which drew after it such a long train 
of dismissals and suspensions, must have 
contained a declaration of war against the 
Madras government, — an exhortation to the 
troops to throw off their allegiance,— or an 
advice to the natives to drive their intrusive 
masters away, and become as free as their 
forefathers had left them. Instead of this, we 
find nothing more than a common reprimand 
from a commander-in-chief to a subordinate 
officer, for transgressing the bounds of his 
duty. If Sir George Barlow had governed 
kingdoms six months longer, we cannot help 
thinking he would have been a little more 
moderate. 

But whatever difference of opinion there 
may be respecting the punishment of General 
Macdowall, we can scarcely think there can 
be any with regard to the conduct observed 
towards the adjutant-general and his deputy. 
They were the subordinates of the commander- 
in-chief, and were peremptorily bound to pub- 
lish any general orders which he might com- 
mand them to publish. They would have 
been liable to very severe punishment if they 
had not ; and it appears to us the most flagrant 
outrage against all justice to convert their 
obedience into a fault It is true, no subordi- 
nate officer is bound to obey any order which 
IS plainly, and to any common apprehension, 
illegal ; but then the illegality must be quite 
manifest ; the order must imply such a contra- 
diction to common sense, and such a violation 
of duties superior to the duty of military 
obedience, that there can be scarcely two 
opinions on the subject Wherever any fair 
doubt can be raised, the obedience of the 
infeiinr officer is to be considered as proper 
au«l meritoiions. Upon any other principle, 
his situation is the most cruel imaginable: 
lie is liable to the severest punishment, even 
to instant death, if he refuses to obey; and if 
he does obey, he is exposed to the animadfer- 
siou of the civil power, which teaches him 
that he ought to have canvassed the order. — 



to have remonstrated against it, — and, in case 
this opposition proved ineffectual, to have 
disobeyed it We have no hesitation in pro- 
notmcing the imprisonment of Colonel Capper 
and Major Boles to have been an act of great 
severity and great indiscretion, and su<£ as 
might very fairly give great offence to an army, 
who saw themselves exposed to the same 
punishments, for the same adherence to their 
duties. 

^'I'he measure of removing Lieutebant- 
Colonel Capper and Major Boles," says >(r. 
Petrie, *<was universally condemned by the 
most respectable officers in the army, and not 
more so by the officers in the Company's ser- 
vice, than by those of his majesty's regiments. 
It was felt by all as the introduction of a most 
dangerous principle, and setting a pernicious 
example of disobedience and insubordination 
to all the gradations of military rank and 
authority; teaching inferior officers to ques- 
tion the legality of Sie orders of their superiors, 
and bringing into discussion qugstions which 
may endanger the very existence of govern- 
ment Our proceedings at the time operated 
like an electric shock, and gave rise to combi- 
nations, associations, and discussions, preg- 
nant with danger to eyery constituted authority 
in India. It was observed that the remoral 
of General Macdowall (admitting the expe- 
diency of the measure) sufficiently vindicated 
the authority of government, and exhibited to 
the army a memorable proof that the supreme 
power is vested in the civil authority. 

''The offence came from the general, and 
he was punished for it; but to suspend from 
the service the mere instruments of office, for 
the ordinary transmission of an order to the 
army, was universally condemned as an act 
of inapplicable seventy, which might do infi- 
nite mischief, but could not accomplish any 
good oY beneficial purpose. It was to court 
unpopularity, and adding fuel to the flame, 
which was ready to burst forth in every divi- 
sion of the army ; that to vindicate the mea- 
sure on the assumed illegality of the order, is 
to resort to a principle of a most dangerous 
tendency, capable of being extended in its ap- 
plication to purposes subversive of the foun- 
dations of all authority, civil as well as mili- 
tary. If subordinate officers are encouraged 
to judge of the legality of the orders of their 
superiors, we introduce a precedent of incal- 
culable mischief, neither justified by the spirit 
nor practice of the laws. Is it not better to 
have the responsibility on the head of the 
authority which issues the order, except in 
cases so plain that the most common capacity 
can judge of their being direct violations or 
the established and acknowledged laws! Is 
the intemperance of the expressions, the indis- 
cretions of the opinions, the ."flammatory 
tendency of the order, so eminently dangerous, 
so evidently calculated to excite to mutiny and 
disobedience, so strongly marked with features 
of criminality, as not to be mistaken 1 Was 
the order, I beg leave to ask, of this descrip- 
tion, of such a nature as to justify the adjutant- 
general and his deputy in their refusal to pub- 
lish it, to disobey the order of the commander* 
I in-chief, to revolt fcorcL bi» %ssaasso»?i> -^^^ ^"<^ 
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complain of him to the government! Such 
were the views I look of that unhappy trans- 
action; and, as I foresaw serious mischief 
from the mcasare, not only to the discipline 
oi the army, but even to the secnriiy of the 
civil government, it was my duty to state my 
opinion to Sir G. Barlow, and to use every 
argument which my reason suggested, to pre- 
vent Uie publication of the order. In this I 
completely failed; the suspension took effect; 
and the match was laid that has communicated 
the llame to almost every military mind in 
India. I recorded no dissent; for, as a formal 
opposition could only tend to exonerate myself 
from a certain degree of responsibilit}', with- 
out effecting any good public purpose, and 
might probably be misconstrued or miscon- 
ceived by those to whom our proceedings were 
made known, it was a more honourable dis- 
charge of my duty to relinquish this advan- 
tage, than to comply with the mere letter of 
the order respecting dissents. I explained this 
motive of my conduct to Sir G. Barlow.*' — 
Slatettunt ofFaeti, pp. 30—23. 

After these proceedings on the part of the 
Madras government, the disaffection of the 
troops rapidly increased ; absurd and violent 
manifestoes were published by the general 
officers; government was insulted; and the 
army soon broke out into open mutiny. 

When the mutiny was fairly begun, the con- 
duct of the Madras government in quelling it, 
seems nearly as objectionable as that by which 
it had been excited. The governor, in attempt- 
ing to be dignified, perpetually fell into the most 
puerile irritability; and wishing to be firm, 
was guilty of injustice and viulcnce. Invita- 
tions to dinner were made an affair of state. 
Long negotiations appear respecting whole 
corps of officers who refused to dine with Sir 
George Barlow; and the first persons in the 
settlement were employed to persuade them to 
eat the repast which his excellency had pre- 
pared for them. A whole school of military- 
lads were sent away, for some trifling display 
of partiality to the cause of the army ; and 
every unfortunate measure recurred to, which 
a weak understanding and a captious temper 
c-onld employ to bring a governmrnt into con- 
tampu Officers were dismissed; but dismissed 
without trial, and even without nrcnsation. 
The object seemed to be Xxi ])uniNh somebody: 
whether it was the right or the wrong person 
was less material. Sometimes the sul)ordinat/> 
was selected, where the principal was guilty; 
sometimes the superior was sacrificed for the 
ungovernable conduct of those who were un- 
der his charge. The blows were strong 
enough ; but they came from a man who shut 
his eyes, and struck at random: — conscious 
that he must do something to repel the danger ; 
^but so agitated by its proximity that he could 
not look at it, or take a proper aim. 

Among other absurd measures resorted to 
by this new eastern emperor, was the notable 
expedient of imposing: a test upon the officers 
<if the army, expressive of their loyalty and 
attHchmont to the government ;' and as this 
was done at a time when s«)mr officers were in 
^i|)«Mi rebi>Ilion, others fluctuating, Tind many 
%Jmp' to adhere to their duty, it had 



the very natural and probable effect of miiuiig 
them all in opposition to goTcmmexi:. To 
impose a test, or trial of opinions, is at ail 
times an unpopular species of inqoisitioD ; and 
at a period when men were hesiiaxiDg whether 
they should obey or not, was certainly a Tciy 
dangerous and rash measure. It could bo do 
security ; for men who would otherwise rebel 
against their government, certainly would doc 
be restrained by any verbal barriers of this 
kind ; and, at the same time that it promised 
no effectual security, it appeared to increase 
the danger of irritated combination. This 
very rash measure immediately prodaced the 
strongest representations and remonstrances 
from king's offiwrt of th* mott unquaHomabU 
loyalty. 

** Lieutenant-Colonel Vesey, commanding at 
Palamcotah, apprehends the most fatal conse- 
quences to the tranquillity of the southern pro- 
vinces, if Colonel Wilkinson makes any hos- 
tile movements from Trichinopoly. In different 
letters he states, that such a step must inevi- 
tably throw the company's troops into open 
revolt. He has ventured to write in the 
strone:est terms to Colonel Wilkinson, entreat- 
ing him not to march against the southern 
troops, and pointing out the ruinous conse- 
quences which may be expected £rom such a 
measure. 

" Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart in Travancore, 
and Colonel Forbes in Malabar, have written, 
that they are under no apprehension for the 
tranquillity of those provinces, or for the fide- 
lity of the company s troops, if government 
does not insist on enforcing the orders for the 
signature of the test; but that, if this is at- 
tempted, the security of the country will be 
imminently endangered. These orders are to 
be enforced; and I tremble for the conse- 
quences." — Statement of Facts, pp. 63, 54. 

The following letter from the Honourable 
Colonel Stuart, commanding a king's regi- 
ment, was soon after received by Sir George 
Barlow : — 

" The late measures of government, as car- 
ried into effect at the Presidency and Trichi- 
nopoly, have created a most violent ferment 
among the corps here. At those places where 
the European force was so far superior in 
number to the native, the measure probably 
was executed without difficult}'; but here, 
where there are seven battalions of sepoys, 
and a company and a half of artillery, to our 
one regiment, I found it totally impossible to 
carry tho business to the same length, parti- 
cularly as any tumult among our own corps 
would certainly bring the people' of Travan- 
core upon us. 

" It is in vain, therefore, for me, with the 
small force I can depend upon, to attempt to 
stem the torrent here by any acts of violence. 

"Most sincerely and anxiously do I wish 
that the present tumult may subside, without 
fatal consequences; which, if the present vio- 
lent measures are continued, I much fear will 
not be the case. If blood is once spilt in tiie 
cause, there is no knowing where it may end; 
and the probable consequences will br*, thai 
India will be lost for ever. So many officers 
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of the army have gone to such lengths, that, 
unless a general amnesty is granted, tranquil- 
lity can never be restored. 

''The honourable the governor in council 
will not, I trust, impute to me any other mo- 
lives for having thus gvren my opinion. I am 
actuated solely by anxiety for the public good 
and the benefit of my country ; and I think it 
my dnty, holding the responsible situation I 
now do, to express my sentiments at so awful 
a period. 

« Where there are any prospects of success, 
it might be right to persevere; but, where 
every day's experience proves, that the more 
coercive the measures adopted, the more vio- 
lent are the consequences, a different and 
more conciliatory line of conduct ought to be 
adopted. I have the honour, AcJ* — Statement 
of Facts, pp. 55, 56. 

"A letter from Colonel Forbes, commanding 
in Malabar, states, that to prevent a revolt in 
the province, and the probable march of the 
compan)r's troops towards Serin gapatam, he 
had accepted of a modification in the test, to 
be signed by the officers on their parole, to 
make no hostile movements until the pleasure 
of the government was known. — Disapproved 
by government, and ordered to enforce the 
former orders." — Statement of Facts, p. 61. 

It can scarcely be credited, that in spile of 
these repeated remonstrances from officers, 
whose loyalty and whose knowledge of the sub- 
ject could not be suspected, this test was or- 
dered to be enforced, and the severest rebukes 
infiicted upon those who had presumed to 
doubt of its propriety, or suspend its operation. 
Nor let any man say that the opinionative 
person who persevered in this measure saw 
more clearly and deeply into the consequence 
of his own measures than those who were 
about him; for unless Mr. Petrie has been 
guilty, and repeatedly guilty, of a most down- 
right and wilful falsehood. Sir George Barlow 
had not the most distant conception, during all 
these measures, that the army would ever 
venture upon revolt. 

" Government, or rather the head of the go- 
vernment, was never correctly informed of the 
actual state of the army, or I think he would 
have acted otherwise; he was told, and he 
was willing to believe, that the discontents 
were confined to a small part of the troops ; 
that a great majority disapproved of their 
proceedings, and were firmly and unalterably 
attached to government" — StfitemenC of FaetSi 
pp. 23, 34. 

In a conversation which Mr. Petrie had with 
Sir George Barlow upon the subject of the 
army — and in the course of which he recom- 
mends to that gentleman more lenient mea^ 
sures, and warns him of the increasing disaf- 
feciiou of the troops — ^he gives us the foUowing 
account of Sir George Barlow's notions of the 
then state of the army : — 

** Sir G. Barlow assured mc I was greatly 
misinformed ; that he could rely upon his in- 
telligence ; and would produce to council the 
must satisfactory and unequivocal proofs of 
the fidcliiy of ninc-ienths of the army ; that 



discontents were confined almost exclusively 
to the southern division of the army ; that the 
troops composing the subsidiary force, those 
in the ceded districts, in the centre, and a part 
of the northern division, were all untainted 
by those principles which had misled the rest 
of the army."— Ao/emenf (i^l'adf, pp. 37, 38. 

All those violent measures, then, the spirit 
and wisdom of which have been so much ex- 
tolled, were not measures of the consequences 
of which their author had the most distant 
suspicion. They were not the acts of a man 
who knew that he must unavoidably, in the 
discharge of his duty, irritate, but that he 
could ultimately overcome that irritation. 
They appear, on the contrary, to have pro- 
ceeded from a most gross and scandalous 
ignorance of the opinions of the army. He 
expected passive submission, and met with 
universal revolt So far, then, his want of 
intelligence and sagacity are unquestionably 
proved. He did not proceed with useAil mea- 
sures, and run the risk of a rev^ for which 
he was fully prepared; but he carried these 
measures* into execution, firmly convinced 
that they would occasion no revolt at all.* 

The fatal nature of this mistake is best ex« 
emplified by the means recurred to for its 
correction. The grand expedient relied upoa 
was to instigate the natives, men and officers, 
to disobey dieir European commanders; an 
expedient by which present safety was secured 
at the expense of every principle upon which 
the permanence of our Indian empire rests. 
There never was in the world a more singular 
spectafele than to see a few thousand Europeans 
governing so despotically fifty or sixty mil* 
lions of people, of different climate, religion, 
and habits — ^forming them into large and well- 
disciplined armies— and leading them out to 
the further subjugation of the native powers 
of India. But can any words be strong 
enough to paint the rashness of provoking a 
mutiny, which could only be got under by 
teaching these armies to act against their Eu- 
ropean commanders, and to use their actual 
strength in overpowering their officers 1— or, 
is any man entitled to die praise of firmness 
and sagacity, who gets rid of a present danger 
by encouraging a principle iHiich renders that 
danger more frequent and more violent 1 We 
will venture to assert, that a more unwise or 
a more unstatesmanlike action was never 
committed by any man in any country; and 
we are grievously mistaken, if any length of 
time elapse before the evil consequences of it 
are felt and deplored by every man who deems 
the welfare of our Indian colonies of any im 
portance to the prosperity of the mother coun 
try. We cannot help contrasting the manage- 
ment of the discontent of the Madras army, 
with the manner in which the same diffieul^r 
was got over with the army at BengaL A 
little increase of attention and emolument to 
the head of that army, under the management 
of a man of rank and talents, dissipated ap 
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pearances which the sceptred pomp of a mer- 
chant's clerk would have blown up into a 
rebellion in three weeks; and yet the Bengal 
army is at this moment in as good a state of 
discipline, as the English fleet to which Lord 
Howe made such abject concessions — and in 
a state to be much more permanently depended 
upon than the army which has been so effec- 
tually ruined by the inconveniently great soul 
of the present governor of Madras. 

Sir Creorge Barlow's agent, though faithful 
to his employment of calumniating those who 
were in any degree opposed to his principal, 
seldom loses sight of sound discretion, and 
confines his invectives to whole bodies of men, 
except where the dead are concerned. Against 
Colonel Capper, General Macdowall, and Mr. 
Roebuck, who are now no longer alive to 
answer for themselves, he is intrepidly severe; 
in all these instances he gives a full loose to 
his sensp of duty, and inflicts upon them the 
severest chastisement. In his attack upon the 
civilians, h%is particularly careful to keep to 
generals ; and so rigidly does he adhere to this 
principle, that he does not support -his asser- 
tion, that ihe civil service was disaffected as 
well as the military, by one single name, one 
sia^e fact, or by any other means whatever, 
thma his o#n affirmation of the fact The 
tmth (as might be supposed to be the case 
from such sort of evidence) is diametrically 
opposite. Nothing could be more exemplary, 
daring the whole of the rebellion, than the con- 
dnci of the civil servants; and though the 
courts of justice were interfered wiih,-^though 
the most respectable servants of the company 
were punished for the verdicts they had given 
as jurymen^— though many were dismissed for 
the slightest opposition to the pleasure of go- 
vernment, even in the discharge of official 
duties, where remonf;trance was absolutely ne- 
cessary, — though the greatest provocation was 
given, and the greatest opportunity afforded to 
the civil servants for revolt^ — there is not a 
single instance in which the shadow of disaf- 
fection has been proved against any civil ser- 
vant This we say, from an accurate exami- 
nation of all the papers which have been 
published on the subject ; and we do not hesi- 
tate to affirm, that there never was a more 
unjust, unfounded, and profligate charge made 
against any body of men; nor have we 
often witnessed a more complete scene of 
folly and violence, than the conduct of the 
Madras government to its civil servants, 
exhibited during the whole period of the 
mutiny. 

Upon the whole, it appears to us, that the 
Indian army was ultimately driven into revolt 
by the indiscretion and violence of the Madras 
government; and that every evil which has 
happened might, with the greatest possible fa- 
cility, have been avoided. 

We have no sort of doubt that the governor 
always meant well; but, we are equally certain 
that he almost always acted ill ; and where in- 
capacity rises to a certain height, for all prac- 
tical purposes the motive is of very little con- 
sequence. That the late Gen. Macdowall was 
a weak tnaD, is unquestionable. He was also 
irritated (aid not without reason), because he 



was deprived of a seat in council, which the 
commanders before him had commonly en- 
joyed. A little attention, however, on the part 
of the government — the compliment of con« 
suiting him upon subjects connected with his 
profession-— ^any of those little arts which are 
taught, not by a consummate political skill, but 
dictated by common good nature, and by the 
habit of mingling with the world, would have 
produced the effects of conciliation, and em- 
ployed the force of General Macdowall's au- 
thority in bringing the army into a better 
temper of mind. Instead of this, it appears to 
have been almost the object, and if not the 
object, certainly the practice of the Madras 
government, to neglect and insult this officer. 
Changes of the greatest importance were made 
without his advice, and even without any com- 
munication with him ; and it Was too visible 
to those whom he was to command, that he 
himself possessed no sort of credit with his 
superiors. As to the tour which General Mac- 
dowall is supposed to have made for the pur- 
pose of spreading disaffection among the 
troops, and the part which he is represented 
by the agents to have taken in the quarrels of 
the civilians with the government, we utterly 
discredit these imputations. They are unsup- 
ported by any kind of evidence ; and we believe 
them to be mere inventions, circulated by the 
friends of the Madras government General 
Macdowall appears to us to have been a weak, 
pompous man ; extremely out of humour ; of- 
fended with the slights he had experienced; 
and whom any man of common address might 
have managed with the greatest ease : but we 
do not see, in any part of his conduct, the 
shadow of disloyalty and disaffection ; and we 
are persuaded that the assertion would never 
have been made, if he himself had been alive 
to prove its injustice. 

Besides the contemptuous treatment of Gen. 
Macdowall, we have great doubts whether the 
Madras government ought not to have suffered 
Colonel Mnnro to be put upon his trial ; and 
to punish the officers who solicited that trial 
for the purgation of their own characters, 
appears to us (whatever the intention was) to 
have been an act of mere tjrranny. We thmk, 
too, that General Macdowall was very hastily 
and unadvisedly removed from his situation , 
and upon the unjust treatment of Colonel 
Capper and Major Boles there can scarcely be 
two opinions. In the progress of the mutiny, 
insteacf of discovering in the Madras govern- 
ment any appearances of temper and wisdom, 
they appear to us to have been quite as much 
irritated and heated as the army, and to have 
been betrayed into excesses nearly as criminal, 
and infinitely more contemptible and puerile. 
The head of a great kingdom bickering with 
his officers about invitations to dinner — the 
commander-in-chief of the forces negotiating 
that the dinner should be loyally eaten — the 
obstinate absurdity of the test — the total want 
of selection in the objects of punishment — and 
the wickedness, or the insanity, of teaching the 
Sepoy to rise against his European officer — the 
contempt of the decision of juries in civil 
cases — and the punishment of the juries them- 
selves ; such a system of conduct as this would 
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infallibly doom aoy individual to punishment, 
if it did not, fortunately for him, display pre- 
cisely that contempt of men's feelings, and that 
passion for insulting multitudes, which is so 
congenial to our present government at home; 
and which passes now so currently for wisdom 
and courage. By these means, the liberties 
of great nations are frequently destroyed — and 
destroyed with impunity to the perpetrators of 
the crime. In distant colonies, however, go- 
vernors who attempt the same system of 
tyranny are in no little danger from the indig- 



nation of their subjects ; for though men will 
oAen yield up their happiness to kings who 
have been always kings, they are not inclined 
to show the same deference to men who have 
been merchants' clerks yesterday, and are 
kings to-day. From a danger of this kind, the 
governor of Madras appears to us to have very 
narrowly escaped. We sincerely hope that 
he is grateful for his good luck ; and that he 
will now awake from his gorgeoqs dreams of 
mercantile monarchy, to good nature, modera- 
tion, and common sense. 



BISHOP OF LINCOLN'S* CHARGE.t 

[Edixburgh REfiEW, 1813.] 



It it a melancholy thing to see atnafif clothed in 
soft rainuntt lodged in a public palace, endowed unth 
a rick portion of .the product of other men's ind%tstry, 
using all the influence of his splendid situation, houy 
ever conscientiously, to deepen the ignorance, and 
inflame the fury, of his fellouMreatures, These are 
the miserable results of that policy which has been so 
frequently pursued for these fifty years past, of 
placing men of mean, or middling abilities, in high 
ecclesiastical stations. In ordinary times, it is of 
less importance who fills them; biU when the bitter 
period arrives, in which the people must give up some 
of their darling absurdities,' — when the senseless 
clamour, which has been carefully handed down from 
father fool to son fool, can be no longer indulged ^^^ 
when it it of incalculable importance to turn the 
people to a better way of thinking; the greatest im- 
pediments to all amelioration are too of ten found 
among those to whose councils, at such periods, the 
country ought to look for wisdom and peace. We 
will suppress, however, the feelings of indig- 
nation which such productions, from such 
men, naturally occasion. We will give the 
Bishop of Lincoln credit for being perfectly 
sincere; — we will suppose, that every argu- 
ment he uses has not been used and refuted 
ten thousand times before ; and we will sit 
down as patiently to defend the religious liber- 
ties of mankind, as the reverend prelate has 
done to abridge them. 

We must begin with denying the main posi- 
tion upon which the Bishop of Lincoln has 
built his reasoning — The Catholic religion is not 
tolerated in England, No man can be fairly 
said to be permitted to enjoy his own worship 
who is punished for exercising that worship. 
His lordship seems to have no other idea of 
punishment, than lodging a man in the Poultry 
compter, or flogging him at the cart's tail, or 
fining him a sum of money ;— just as if inca-_ 
pacitating a roan from enjoying the dignities 
and emoluments to which men of similar con- 
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fit is inipoiwitile to conceive the mischief which this 
OMan aud cunuiny prolate did at this period. 



dition, and other faith, may fairly ^pire, was 
not frequently the most severe and galling of 
all punishments. This limited idea of the 
nature of punishments is the more extraordi- 
nary, as incapacitation is actually one of the 
most common punishments in some branches 
of our law. The sentence of a court-martial 
frequently purports, that a man is rendered for 
ever incapable of serving his majesty, &c. dx. ; 
and a person not in holy orders, who performs 
the functions of a clergyman, is rendered ibr 
ever incapable of holding any preferment in the 
church. There are, indeed, many species of 
oflTence for which no punishment more appo- 
site and judicious could be devised. It would 
be rather extraordinary, however, if the court; 
in passing such a sentence, were to assure the 
culprit, " that such incApaCitation was not by 
them considered as a punishment ; that it was 
only exercising a right inherent in all govern- 
ments, of determining who should be eligible 
for office and who ineligible." His lordship 
thinks the toleration complete, because be sees 
a permission in the statutes for the exercise of 
the Roman Catholic worship. He sees the per- 
mission — ^but he does not choose to see the 
consequences to which they are expcsed who 
avail themselves of this permission. It is the 
liberality of a father who says to a son, *'Do as 
you please, my dear boy; follow your own in- 
clination. Judge for yourself; you are free as 
air. But remember, if you marnr that lady, I 
will cut you oflT with a shilling." We have 
scarcely ever read a more solemn and frivoloos 
statement than the Bishop of Lincoln's anti- 
thetical distinction between persecution and 
the denial of political power. 

*<It is sometimes said, that Papists, being 
excluded from power, are consequently perse- 
cuted; as if exclusion from power and reli- 
gious persecution were convertible terms. But 
surely this is to confound things totally distinct 
in ihcir nature. Persecution inflicts positive 
punishment upon persons who hold certain 
religious tenets, and endeavours to accomplish 
the renunciation and extinction of those tenets 
by forcible means ; exclusion from power is 
entirely negative in its operation.— \t qj^"^ ^ft> 
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dares that those who hold certain opinions shall 
not fill certain situations ; bat it acknowledges 
men to be perfectly free to hold those opinions. 
Persecution compels men to adopt a prescribed 
Ikith, or to saffer the loss of liberty, property, 
or even life : exclusion from power prescribes 
no faith ; it allows men to think and believe as 
they please, without molestation or interfer- 
ence. Persecution requires men to worship 
Crod in one and in no other way : exclusion 
fVom power neither commands nor forbids any 
mode of divine worship— it leaves the busi- 
ness of religion, where it ought to be left, to 
every man's judgment and conscience. Per- 
secution proceeds from a bigoted and sangui- 
nary spirit of intolerance; exclusion from 
power is founded in the natural and rational 
principle of self-protection and self-preserva- 
tion, equally applicable to nations and to indi- 
viduals. History informs us of the mischiev- 
ous and fatal effects of the one, and proves the 
expediency and necessity of the other." — (pp. 
16, 17.) 

We will venture to say, there is no one sen- 
tence in this extract which does not contain 
either a contradiction, or a misstatement For 
how can that law acknowledge men to be per- 
fectly free to hold an opinion, which excludes 
from desirable situations all who do hold that 
opinion 1 How can that law be said neither 
to molest, nor interfere, which meets a man in 
every branch of industry and occupation, to 
institnte an inquisition into his religious opi- 
nions ? And how is the business of religion 
left to every man's judgment and conscience, 
where so powerful a bonut is given to one set 
of religious opinions, and such a mark of in- 
fannr and degradation fixed upon all other 
modes of belief 1 But this is comparatively a 
very idle pwt of the question. Whether the 
present condiUon of the Catholics is or is not 
to be denominated a perfect state of toleration 
is more a controversy of word* than things! 
That they are subject to som« restraints, the 
bishop will admit : the important question is, 
whether or not these restraints are necessary 1 
For his lordship will, of course, allow, that 
every restraint upon human liberty is an evil 
in itself; and can only be justified by the su- 
perior good which it can be shown to produce. 
My lord's fears upon the subject of Catholic 
emancipation are conveyed in the following 
paragraph :— 

* It is a principle of our constitution, that the 
king should have advisers in the discharge of 
every part of his royul functions — and is it to 
be imagined that Papists would advise mea- 
Bures in support of the cause of Protestantism 1 
A similar observation may be applied to the 
two Houses of Parliament : would popish peers 
or popish members of the House of Commons, 
enact laws for the security of the Protestant 
government 1 Would they not rather repeal 
the whole Protestant code, and make Popery 
again the established religion of the countrv-V* 

— (p- u.) •" 

And these are the apprehensions which the 
clergy of the diocese have prayed my lord to 
aakrpabUc. 



Kind Providence never sends an evil witoout 
a remedy: — and arithmetic m the natural cure 
for the passion of fear. If a coward can be 
made to count his enemies, his terrors may be 
'r^asotted with, and he may think of ways and 
means of coimteraction. Now, might it not 
have been expedient that the reverend prelate, 
before be had alarmed his country clergy with 
the idea of so large a measure as the repeal 
of Protestantism, should have counted up the 
probable number of Catholics who would be 
seated in both houses of Parliament 1 Does 
he believe that there would be ten Catholic 
peerSf and thirty Catholic commoners 1 But, 
admit double that number (and more. Dr. 
Duigenan himself would not ask), — will the 
Bishop of Lincoln seriously assert, that he 
thinks the whole Protestant code in danger of 
repeal from such an admixture of Catholic 
legislators as this ? Does he forget, amid the 
innumerable answers which may be made to 
sQch sort of apprehensions, what a picture he 
is draining of the weakness and versatility of 
Protestant principles 1 — that an handful of 
Catholics, in the bosom of a Protestant legis- 
lature » is to overpower the ancient jealousies, 
the fixed opinions, the inveterate habits of 
twelve millions of people 1 — that the king is to 
apostatize, the clergy to be silent, and the Par- 
liament be taken by surprise ? — that the nation 
is to %Q to bed over night, and to see the Pope 
walking arm in arm with Lord CasUereagh the 
next morning 1 — One would really suppose, 
from the bishop's fears, that the civil defences 
of man kind were, like their military bulwarks 
transferred, by superior skill and courage, in 
a few hours, from the vanquished to the victoi 
— that the destruction of a church was like the 
blowing up of a mine,— deans, prebendaries, 
churchwardens and overseers, all up in the air 
in an instant Does his lordship really ima- 
^ne, when the mere dread of &e CaU&olics 
becoming legislators has induced him to 
change his clergy, and his agonized cleiigy, to 
extort from their prelate the publication of 
the charge, that the full and mature danger 
will produce less alarm than the distant suspi- 
cion of it has done in the present instance t— 
that tbe Protestant writers, whose pens are 
now up 10 the feather in ink, will, at any future 
period, yield up their church, without pa.ssion, 
pamphlet, or pugnacity 1 We do not blame 
th(? Bishop of Lincoln for being afraid; but 
we blame him for not rendering his fears in- 
telligible and tangible — for not circumscribing 
and particularizing them by some individual 
case — for not showing us how it is possible 
that the Catholics (granting their intentions to 
be as bad as possible) should ever be able to 
ruin the Church of England. His lordship 
appears to be in a fog; and, as daylight breaks 
in upon him, he will be rather disposed to dis- 
own hiij panic. The noise he hears is not 
Toaringr— but braying; the teeth and the mane 
are all imaginary; there is nothing but ears. 
It is not a lion that stops the way, but an ass. 

One method his lordship takes, in handling 
this question, is by pointing out dangers that 
are bartltf possible, and then treating of them as 
if they deserved the active and present atten- 
tion of serious men. But if na measure is to 
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be carried into execntion, and if no provision 
is safe in which the minnte inspection of an 
ingenious man cannot find the possitnlity of 
danger, then all human action is impeded, and 
no human institution is safe or commendable. 
The king has the power of pardoning,— and so 
every species of guUtmay remain unpunished: 
he has a negative upon legislative acts, and so 
no law may pass. None but Presb3rterians 
mav be returned to the House of Commons, — 
and so the Church of England may be voted 
down. The Scottish and Irish members may 
join together in both houses, and dissolve both 
unions. If probability is put out of sight, — 
and if, in the enumeration of dangers, it is 
sufficient to state any which, by remote con- 
tingency, may happen, then is it time that we 
should begin to provide against all the host of 
perils which we have just enumerated, and 
which are many of them as likely to happen, 
as those which the reverend prelate has stated 
in his charge. His lordship forgets that the 
Catholics are not asking for election but for 
thgibiliiy — ^not to be admitted into the cabinet, 
but not to be excluded from it. A century may 
elapse before any Catholic actually becomes a 
member of the cabinet; and no event can be 
more utterly destitute of probability, than that 
they should gain an ascendency there, and 
direct that ascendency against the Protestant 
interest If the bishop really wishes to know 
upon what our security is founded; it is upon 
tht prodigious and decided superiority of the Pro- 
testant interest in the British nation, and in the 
Unittd Parliament, No Protestant king would 
select such a cabinet, or countenance such 
measures ; no man would be mad enough to 
attempt them ; the English Parliament and the 
English people would not endure it for a mo- 
ment No man, indeed, but under the sanctity 
of the mitre, would have ventured such an ex- 
travagant opinion. — Wo to him, if he had been 
only a dean. But, in spite of his venerable 
office, we must express our decided belief, that 
his lordship (by no means averse to a good 
bargain) would not pay down five poun£, to 
receive fifty millions for his posterity, when- 
ever the majority of the cabinet should be 
(Catholic emancipation carried) members of 
Uie Catholic religion. And yet, upon such 
terrors as these, which, when put singly to 
him, his better senses would laugh at, he has 
thought fit to excite his clergy to petition, and 
done all in his power to increase the mass of 
hatred against the Catholics. 

It is true enough, as his lordship remarks, 
that events do not depend upon laws alone, but 

Xn the wishes and intentions of those who 
tinister these laws. But then his lordship 
totally puts out of sight two considerations — 
the improbability of Catholics ever reaching 
the highest offices of the state — and those fixed 
Protestant opinions of the country, which 
would render any attack upon the established 
church so hopeless, and therefore, so impro- 
bable. Admit a supposition (to us perfectly 
ludicrous, but still necessary to the bishop^ 
ar^tment), that the cabinet council consisted 
entirely of Catholics, we should even then have 
no more fear of their making the English 
40 



people Catholics, than we should have of a cabi- 
net of butchers making the Hindoos eat beef. 
The bishop has not stated the true and great 
security for any course of human actions. It 
is not the word of the law, nor the spirit of 
the government, but the general way of think- 
ing among the people, especially when that 
way of thinking is ancient, exercised upon 
high interests, and connected with striking 
passages in history. The Protestant church 
does not rest upon the little narrow founda- 
tions where the Bishop of Lincoln supposes it 
to be placed : if it did, it would not be worth 
saving. It rests upon the general opinion en- 
tertained by a free and reflecting people, that 
the doctrines of the church are true, her pre- 
tensions moderate, and her exhortations useful. 
It is accepted by a people who have, from good 
taste, an abhorrence of sacerdotal mummery; 
and from good sense, a dread of sacerdotal « 
ambition. Those feelings, so generally dififused, 
and so clearly pronounced on all occasions, 
are our real bulwarks against the Catholic re- 
ligion, and the real cause which makes it so 
safe for the best friends of the church to di- 
minish (by abolishing the test laws) so very 
fertile a source of hatred to the state. 

In the 15th page of his lordship's charge, 
there is an argument of a very curious nature. 

** Let us suppose," (says the Bishop of Lin- 
coln), ** that there had been no test laws, no 
disabling statutes, in the year 1745, when an 
attempt was made to overthrow the Protestant 
government, and to place a popish sovereign 
upon the throne of these kingdoms ; and let 
us suppose, that the leading men in the houses 
of Parliament, that the ministers of state, and 
the commanders of our armies, had then been 
Papists. Will any one contend, that that for- 
midable rebellion, supported as it was by a 
foreign enemy, would have been resisted 
with the same zeal, and suppressed with the 
same facility, as when all me measures were 
planned and executed by sincere Protestants 1** 
(p. 16.) 

And so his lordship means to infer, that it 
would be foolish to abolish the laws against 
the Catholics now, because it would have been 
foolish to have abolished them at some other 
period ; — ^that a measure must be bad, because 
there was formerly a combination of circum- 
stances, when it would have been bad. His 
lordship might, with almost equ# propriety, 
debate what ought to be done if Julius Cecsar 
were about to make a descent upon our coasts ; 
or lament the impropriety of emancipating 
the Catholics, because the Spajiish Armada 
was putting to sea. The fact is that Julius 
Csesar is dead — the Spanish Armada was de- 
feated in the reign of Queen Elizabeth — ^for 
half a century there has been no disputed suc- 
cession — the situation of the world is changed 
— and, because it is changed, we can do now 
what we could not do then. And nothing can 
be more lamentable than to see this respecta- 
ble prelate wasting his resources in putting 
imaginary and inapplicable cases, and reason- 
ing upon their solution, as if they had any 
thing to do with present afiTairs. 
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These remarks enrirelj pat an end to the 
common mode of arguing a Gulieimto. What 
did King William do ! — what woold King 
William say ! 6u:. King William was in a 
veiy diflerent sitoation from that in which we 
are placed. The whole world was in a veiy 
diferent situation. The great and glorious 
aathors of the Revolution (as thej are com- 
monly denominated) acquired their greatness 
and their glory, not by a superstitious reverence 
for inapplicable precedents, but by taking hold 
cxf present circumstances to lay a deep founda- 
tion for liberty ; and then using old names for 
new things, they left the Bishop of Lincoln, 
and other good men, to suppose that they had 
been thinking all the time about ancestors. 

Another species of fidse reasoning, which 
pervades the Bishop of Lincoln's charge, is 
this : He states what the interests of men are, 
and then takes it for granted that they will 
eagerly and actively pursue them; laying 
totally out of the question the probability or im- 
probability of their effecting their object, and the 
influence which this balance of chances must 
produce upon their actions. For instance, it is 
the interest of the Catholics that our church 
should be subservient to theirs. Therefore, 
says his lordship, the Catholics will enter into 
a conspiracy against the English church. But, 
is it not also the decided interest of his lord- 
ship^s butler that he should be bishop, and the 
bishop his butler 1 That the crozier and the 
corkscrew should change hands,— and the 
washer of the bottles which they had emptied 
become the diocesan of learned divines 1 Wliat 
has prevented this change, so beneficial to the 
upper domestic, but the extreme improbability 
of success, if the attempt were made ; an im- 
probability so great that we will venture to 
say, the very notion of it has scarcely once 
entered into the understanding of the good 
man. Why, then, is the reverend prelate, who 
lives on so safely and contentedly with John, 
so dreadfully alarmed at the Catholics ? And 
why does he so completely forget, in their in- 
stance alone, that men do not merely strive to 
obtain a thing because it is good, but always 
mingle with the excellence of the object a con- 
sideration of the chance of gaining it ? 

The Bishop of Lincoln (p. 19} states it as 
an argument against concession to the Catho- 
lics, that we have enjoyed ** internal peace and 
entire freedom from sdl religious animosities 
and feuds since the Revolution." The fact, 
however, is not more certain than conclusive 
against his view of the question. For, since 
that period, the worship of the church of Eng- 
land has been abolished in Scotland — the cor- 
poration and test acts repealed in Ireland — 
and the whole of this king's reign has been 
one scries of concessions to the Catholics. 
Relaxation, then (and we wish this had been 
remembered at the charge), of penal laws, on 
subjects of religious opinion, is perfectly com- 
patible with internal peace and exemption from 
religious animosity. But the bishop is always 
fond of lurking in generals, and cautiously 
avoids coming to any specific instance of the 
dangers which he fears. 

•* It is declared in one of the 39 Articles, 
iAat the king i> head of our church, without I 



' being subject to any foreign power ; and it is 
I expressly said that the Bishop of Rome has no 
jurisdiction within these reahns. On the eon- 
I trary. Papists assert, that the pope is supreme 
head of the whole Christian church, and that 
allegiance is doe to him from every indiridual 
member, in all spiritual matters. This direct 
opposition to^ne of the fundamental princi- 
ples of the ecclesiastical part of our constitu- 
tion, is alone sufficient to justify the exdusion 
of Papists from all situations of authority. 
They acknowledge, indeed, that obedience in 
civil matters is due to the king. But cases 
must arise, in which civil and religions duties 
will clash ; and he knows but little of the influ- 
ence of the Popish religion over the mind of 
its votaries, who doubts which of these duties 
would be sacrificed to the other. Moreover, 
the most subtle casuistry cannot alwajrs dis- 
criminate between temporal and spiritual 
things ; and in truth, the concerns of this life 
not un£requently partake of both characters.**— 
(pp. 21, 22.) 

We deny entirely that any case can occur, 
where the exposition of a doctrine purely spe- 
culative, or the arrangement of a mere point 
of church discipline, can interfere with civil 
duties. The Roman Catholics are Irish and 
English citizens at this moment ; but no such 
case has occurred. There is no instance in 
which obedience to the civil magistrate has 
been prevented, by an acknowledgment of the 
spiritual supremacy of the pope. The Catho- 
lics have given (in an oath which we suspect 
the bishop never to have read) the most solemn 
pledge, that their submission to their spiritual 
ruler should never interfere with their civil 
obedience. The hypothesis of the Bishop of 
Lincoln is, that it must very oflen do so. The 
fact is, that it has never done so. 

His lordship is extremely angxy with the 
Catholics for refusing to the crown a veto upon 
the appointment of their bishops. He forgets, 
that in those countries of Europe where the 
crown interferes with the appointment of bish- 
ops, the reigning monarch is a Catholic, — 
which makes all the difference. We sincerely 
wish that the Catholics would concede this 
point; but we cannot be astonished at their 
reluctance to admit the interference of a Pro- 
testant prince with their bishops. What would, 
his lordship say to the interference of any 
Catholic power with the appointment of the 
English sees 1 

Next comes the stale and thousand times re- 
futed charge against the Catholics, that they 
think the pope has the power of dethroning 
heretical kings ; and that it is the duty of every 
Catholic to use every possible means to root 
out and destroy heretics, &c. To all of which 
may be returned this one conclusive answer, 
that the Catholics are ready to deny these doc- 
trines upon oath. And as the whole contro- 
versy is, whether the Catholic shall, by means 
of oaths, be excluded from certain offices in 
the state ; — those who contend that the con- 
tinuation of these excluding oaths is essential 
to the public safety, must admit, that oaths are 
binding upon Catholics, and a security to the 
stale that what they swear to is true. 

It is right to keep these things in view — and 
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to omit DO opportunity of exposing and conn* 
teracting that spirit of intolerant zeal or intol- 
erable time-serving, which has so long dis* 
graced and endangered this country. But the 
truth is, that we look upon this cause as already 
gained; — and while we warmly congratulate 
the nation on the mighty step it has recently 
made towards increased power and entire 
security, it is impossible to avoid saying a 
word upon the humiliating and disgusting, but 
at the same time most edifying spectacle, 
which has lately been exhibited by the anti- 
Catholic addressers. That so great a number 
of persons should have been found with such 
a proclivity to servitude (for honest bigotry 
had but little to do with the matter^, as to rush 
forward with clamours in favour of intolerance, 
upon a mere surmise that this would be ac- 
counted as acceptable service by the present 
possessors of patronage and power, afibrds a 
more humiliating and discouraging picture 
of the present spirit of the country, than 
any thing else that has occurred in our re- 
membrance. The edifying part of the spec- [ 



tacle is the contempt with which their officious 
devotions have been received by those whose 
favour they were intended to purchase, — and 
the universal scorn and derision with which 
they were regarded by independent men of all 
parties and persuasions. The catastrophe, we 
think, teaches two lessons ; — one to the time- 
servers themselves, not to obtrude their servi- 
lity on the government, till they have reason- 
able ground to think it is wanted; — and the 
other to the nation at large, not to imagine that 
a base and interested clamour in favour of 
what is supposed to be agreeable to govern- 
ment, however loudly and extensively sounded, 
affords ;>ny indication at all, either of the ge- 
neral sense of the country, or even of what is 
actually contemplated by those in the adminis- 
tration of its affairs. The real sense of the 
country has been proved, on this occasion, to 
be directly against those who presumptuously 
held themselves out as its organs ; — and even 
the ministers have made a respectable figure, 
compared with those who assumed the charac- 
ter of their champions. 



MADAME D'EPINAY/ 



[EniNBVEGH Review, 1818.] 



Tbbbx used to be in Paris, under the ancient 
regime, a few women of brilliant talents, who 
violated all the -common duties of life, and 
gave very pleasant little suppers. Among 
these supped and sinned Madame d'Epinay — 
the friend and companion of Rousseau, Dide- 
rot, Grimm, Holbach, and many other literary 
persons of distinction of that period. Her 
principal lover was Grimm ; with whom was 
deposited, written in feigned names, the history 
of her life. Grimm died — his secretary feold 
the histonr — the feigned names have been ex- 
changed for the real ones — and her works now 
appear abridged in three volumes octavo. 

Madame d'Epinay, though far from an im- 
maculate character, has something to say in 
palliation of her irregularities. Her husband 
behaved abominably; and alienated, by a series 
of the most brutal injuries, an attachment 
which seems to have been very ardent and 
sincere, and which, with better treatment, 
would probably have been lasting. For, in all 
her aberrations, Mad. d'Epinay seems to have 
had a tendency to be constant. Though ex- 
tremely young when separated from her hus- 
band, she indulged herself with but two lovers 
for the rest of her life ; — to the first of whom she 
seems to have been perfectly faithful, till he 
lefl her at the end of ten or twelve years ; — and 
to Grimm, by whom he was succeeded, she 
appears to have given no rival till the day of 
her death. The account of the life she led, 
both with her husband and her lovers, brings 
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'upon the scene a great variety of French eha« 
racters, and lays open very completely the 
interior of French life and manners. But 
there are some letters and passages which 
ought not to have been published; which a 
sense of common decency and morality ought 
to have suppressed; and which, we feel as- 
sured, would never have seen the light in this 
country. * 

A French woman seems almost always to 
have wanted the flavour of prohibition, as a ne- 
cessary condiment to human life. The provided 
husband was rejected, and the forbidden hus- 
band introduced in ambiguous light, through 
posterns and secret partitions. It was not the 
union to one man that was objected to — ^for 
they dedicated themselves with a constancy 
which the most household and parturient wo- 
man in England could not exceed; — but the 
thing wanted was the wrong man, the gentle- 
man without the ring — the master unsworn to 
at the altar — the person unconsecrated by 
priests — 

** Oh! let me taste thee nnexcised by kingi." 

The following strikes us as a very lively 
picture of the ruin and extravagance of a fash- 
ionable house in a great metropolis. 

<*M. d'Epinay a compl^t^ son domestique. 
II a trois laquais, et moi deux ; je n'en ai pas 
voulu davantage. U a un valet de chambre ; 
et il vouloit aussi que je prisse une seconde 
femme, mais comme je n'en ai que faire, j'ai 
tenu bon. Enfin les officlers, les femmes, le9 
valets se montent au nombre de seize. Quoi<\a<& 
la vie que \t xok^^. ^ovv ^.vi^T.'^\C^^Ta«.%*^^'^v^'^^ 
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n>ire pa« cbl'z^c d'en chaoeer. CeiiC de M. ' 
d*EpinaTe?tdi5crec:*. Loraqu'il e<t leTe,K>ci 
▼alct de cbambre <e met en deroir de raccom- 
moder. Deaz laqaais soot deboat a auendre 
ordre^. L? premier secreuire vient avec 
rictention de lui reiidre compie des lettres 
qa'it a redoes de son departement, et qa'il est 
charge d*oarrir ; il doit lire les reponses eties 
Cure sisrner; mais il est interrompa deax cents 
fois dans cetie occupation par toates sortes 
d'ejtpeces imaginables. (Test on maqni^on 
qni a des cbevaoz uniques a reodre, mais qai 
sont retenas par un seignear; ainsi il est vena 
poor ne pas manquer a sa parole ; car on loi 
eo donneroit le duuble, qa*on ne poamoit faire 
affaire. II en fait une description s^aisante, 
on demande le priz. Le seignear an tel en 
offre soixante loais^ — Je toos en donne cent. — 
Cela est inutile, a moins qa'il ne se dedise. 
Cependant l*on cone lot a cent loais sans les 
avoir vas, car le lendemain le sei§niear ne 
manque pas de se dedire : voila ce que j*ai ru 
et enienda la semaine demiere. 

** Ensuite c*est un polisson qai yient brailler 
an air, et a qui on accorde sa protection pour 
le faire entrer a TOpera, apres lui avoir donne 
qnelques lecon^ de bon godt, etlui avoir appris 
ce que c'est que la proprete dn chant fran^ois ; 
c*est une demoiselle qn'on fait attendre pour 
savoir si je sais encore la. Je me leve et je 
m'en vais ; les deux laquais oavrent les deux 
battans pour me laisser sortir, moi qui passe- 
rois alors par le trou d*une aiguille; et les 
deux estafiers orient dans Tanti-chambre : Ma- 
dame, messieurs, voila madame. Tout le 
monde s« range en haie, et ces messieurs sont 
des marcband[s d*etofies, des marebands d'in- 
strumens, des bijontiers, des colporteurs, des 
laquais, des d^roteurs, des cr^anciers; enfin 
tout ce que yous pouvez imaginer de plus ridi- 
cule et de plus affligeant Midi oa une heure 
Sonne avant que cette toilette soit achev^, et 
le secretaire, qui, sans doute, salt par experi- 
ence rimpossibilit^ de rendre nn compte d^ 
taillc des affaires, a un petit bordereau qa'il 
remet entre les mains de son maitre pour Tin- 
struire de ce qu'il doit dire a Tassembl^. Une 
autre fois il sort a pied on en fiacre, rentre i 
deux heures, fait comme un brdleur de maison, 
dine tete d tcte avec moi, ou admet en tiers 
son premier secretaire qui lui parle de la 
n^essit^ de fixer ehaque article de depense, 
de donner des delegations pour tel ou tel objeL 
La seule r^ponse est: Nous yerrons cela. 
Ensuite il court ie monde et les spectacles; et 
il soupe en ville quand il n'a personne 4 souper 
chez lui. Je vois que mon temps de repos 
est fini."— L pp. 308—310. 

A very prominent person among the early 
friends of Madame d'Epinay is Mademoiselle 
d'Ettc, a woman of great French respectabi- 
lity, and circulating in the best society ; and, 
as wc arc painting French manners, we shall 
make no apology to the serious part of our 
En;,'lish. readers, for inserting this sketch of 
her history and character by her own hand. 

* Je connois, mc dit-elle ensuite, votre fran- 
chise et votrc discretion; dites-moi naturelle- 
meni quelle opinion on a de moi dans le monde. 
t0a iociUcure, lui dis-je, et telle q\Le vous ne 



poarriez la conserrer si toils pratiqaiez It 
morale qae vcos renez de me pi^ber. VoiU 
ou je Tons attendoif, me dit-clle. Depnis diz 
ans qae j*ai perdu ma mere, je fus seooite par 
le chevalier de Valorr qai m'aroit ru, pour 
ainsi dire, elever; mon extreme jexmesse et la 
confiance que j'avois en lui ne me pennxmi 
pas d'abord de me dbfier de ses reus. Je fas 
longtemps a m*en apercevoir, et lorsqne je 
m'en aperpus. j'avois pris tant de godt poor 
loi. que je n'eos pas la force de lai resister. 
n me vi:;t des scrupules; xl les leva, en me 
prometiant de m'epouser. II j travmilla, ca 
effet ; mais voyant Topposition qae sa famiUe 
y apportoic a cause de la disproportion d'dge 
et de men peu de fortone; et me tronvant, 
d'aiUeurs, heurease comme j^etois, je fas la 
premiere a etoaffer mes scrapoles, d'antant 
plus qu'il est assez pauvre. 11 commenpoit 
a £aire des reflexions, je lui proposal de con- 
tinner a vivre comme nous etions; il I'accepta. 
Je quittai ma province, et je le snivis a Fans; 
vons voyez comme j'y vis. Qoaxre fois la se- 
maine il passe sa joamee chez moi; le reste 
du temps nous nous contentons reciproque- 
ment d apprendre de nos noavelles, a moins 
que le hasard ne noas fasse rencontrer. Nous 
vivons heureax, contens ; peut-^tre ne le se- 
rious nous pas tant si noos etions manes."— 
L pp. Ill, 112. 

This seems a very spirited, nnincambered 
way of passing through life ; and it is some 
comfort, therefore, to a matrimonial English 
reader, to find Mademoiselle d'Ette kicking the 
chevalier out of doors towards the end of the 
second volume. As it is a scene very edifying 
to rakes, and those who decry the happiness 
of the married state, we shall giye it in the 
words of Madame d'Epinay. 

''Une nait, dont elle avoit pass^ la plus 
grande partie dans rinquietude, elle entre chez 
le chevalier : il dormoit ; elle le reveille, s'as- 
sied snr son lit, et entame one explication 
avec toute la violence et la furear qui Fani- 
moient Le chevalier, apres avoir employ^ 
vainement, pour le calmer, tons les moyens 
que sa bonte naturelle lui suggera, lai signifia 
enfin tres-precisement qu'il alloit se separer 
d'elle pour toujours, et fair un enfer aaqael il 
ne pouvoit plus tenir. Cette confidence, qui 
n'etoit pas &ite pour I'appaiser, redoabia sa 
rage. Puis-qu'il est ainsi, dit-elle, sortez tout 
a I'heure de chez moi; vous deviez partir dans 
quatre jours, c'est vous rendre service de vous 
faire partir dans I'instant Tout ce qui est ici 
m'apparticnt ; le bail est en mon nom : il oe 
me convicnl plus de vous souffrir chez moi : 
Icvez-vous, monsieur, et songvz a ne rien em- 
porter sans ma permission." — ^11. pp. 193, 194. 

Our English method of asking leave to sepa- 
rate from Sir William Scott and Sir John Nicol 
is surely better than this. 

Any one who provides good dinners for 
clever people, and remembers what they say, 
cannot fail to write entertaining Memoires. 
Among the early friends of Madame d'Epinay 
was Jean Jacques Roasseau^ — she lived with 
him in considerable intimacy ; and no small 
part of her book is taken up with accounts of 
his eccentricity, insanity, and vice 
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" NoQS avons debute par VEngagimtnt tSmi- 
raire, com^die noavelle, de M. Rousseau, ami 
de Francueil qui nous Ta present^. L'auteur 
a jou6 un r61e dans sa piece. Quoique ce ne 
soit qu*une ' com^e de soci6te, elle a eu un 
grand succ^s. Je doute cependant qn'elle pdt 
rinssir au th^tre ; mais e'est Touvrage d^un 
homme de beaucoup d'esprit, et peut-6tre d'un 
homme singulier. Je ne sais pas trop cepen* 
dant si c'est ce que j'ai tu de Tauteur ou de 
la pi^ce qui me fait juger ainsi. II est com- 
plimenteur sans 6tre poli, ou au moins sans 
en avoir I'air. II paroit ignorer les usages du 
monde ; mais il est aise de voir qu'il a infini- 
ment d'esprit. II a le teint brun : et des yeux 
pleins de feu animent sa physionomie. Lors- 
qu'il a parl^ et qu'on le regarde, il paroft joli ; 
mais lorsqu'on se le rappelle, c'est toujours en 
laid. On dit qu'il est d'une mauvaise sant^, 
et qu'il a des souffrances qu'il cache avec soin, 
par je ne sais quel principe de vanit^ ; c'est 
apparemment ce qui lui donne, de temps en 
temps, Vair farouche. M. de Bellegarde, avec 
qui il a caus^ long-temus, ce matin, en est en- 
chant^, et I'a engage a nous venir voir sou- 
vent. Ten suis bien aise; je me promets 
de profiler beaucoup de sa conversation." — 
I. pp. 176, 176. 

Their friendship so formed, proceeded to a 
great degree of intimacy. Madame d'Epinay 
admired his genius, and provided him with 
hats and coats ; and, at last, was so far de- 
luded by his declamations about the country, 
as to fit him up a little hermit cottage, where 
iiere were a great many birds, and a great 
many plants and flowers — and where Rous- 
seau was, as might have been expected, su- 
premely miserable. His friends from Paris 
did not come to see him. The postman, Uie 
butcher, and the baker, hate romantic scenery; 
duchesses and marchionesses were no longer 
found to scramble for him. Among the real 
inhabitants of the country, the reputation of 
reading and thinking is fatal to character; and 
Jean Jacques cursed his own successful elo- 
quence whhh had sent him from the suppers 
and flattery of Paris to smell to daflbdils, 
watch sparrows, or project idle saliva into 
the passing stream. Very few men who have 
gratified, and are gratifying their vanity in a 
great metropolis, are qualified to quit it. Few 
have the plain sense to perceive that they 
mu%t soon inevitably be forgotten,— or the for- 
titude to bear it when they are. They repre- 
sent to themselves imaginary scenes of de- 
ploring friends and dispirited companies, — 
but the ocean might as well regret the drops 
exhaled by the sunbeams. Life goes on ; and 
whether the absent have retired into a cottage 
or a grave, is much the same thing.^ — ^In Lon- 
don, as in law, de non apparerUibui, et non exist' 
entibug eadem est ratio. 

This is the account Madame d'Epinay gives 
of Rousseau soon after he had retired into the 
hermitage. 

" J'ai M il y a deux jours d la Chevrette, 
pour terminer quelques affaires avant de m'y 
etablir avec mes enfans. J'avois fait pr^venir 
Rousseau de mon voyage : il est venu me voir. 
Je crois qu'il a besoin de ma prince, et qu^ 



la solitude a d^ji agit^ sa bile, n se plaint de 
tout le monde. Diderot doit toujours aller, et 
neva jamais le voir; M. Grimm le neglige; 
le Baron d'Holbach I'oublie; Gauffecourt et 
moi seulement avons encore des ^gards pour 
lui, dit-il ; j*ai voulu les justifier ; cela n'a pas 
r^ussi. J'espere qu'il sera beaucoup plus a la 
Chevrette qu a THermitage. Ja sHis persuad^e 
qu'il n'y a que fa9on de prendre cet homme 
pour le rendre heureux ; c est de feindre de ne 
pas prendre garde k lui, et s*en occuper sans 
cesse; c'est pour cela que je n'insistai point 
pour le retenir, lorsqu'il m'eut dit qu'il vouloit 
s'en retoumer a rHermitage,quoiqu'il fUttardet 
malgr6 le mauvais temps." — II. pp. 253, 254. 

Jean Jacques Rousseau seems, as the reward 
of genius and fine writing, to have claimed an 
exemption from all moral duties. He borrowed 
and begged, and never paid ; — ^put his children 
in a poor-house — ^betrayed his friends — insulted 
his benefactors — and was guilty of every spe- 
cies of meanness and mischief. His vanity 
was so great, that it was almost impossible to 
keep pace with it by any activity oi attention; 
and his suspicion of all mankind amounted 
nearly, if not altogether, to insanity. The fol- 
lowing anecdote, however, is totally clear of 
any s3rmptom of derangement, and carries only 
the most rooted and disgusting selfishness. 

** Rousseau vous a done dit qu'il n'avoit pas 
port^ son ouvrage i Paris ? H en a menti, car 
il n'a fait son voyage que pour cela. J'ai re^u 
hier une lettre de Diderot, qui peint votre her- 
mite comme si je le voyois. n a fait ces deux 
lieues d pied, est venu s'^tablir chez Diderot 
sans I'avoir prevenu, le tout pour faire avec 
lui la revision de son ouvrage. Au point oik 
lis en ^toient ensemble, vous conviendrez que 
cela est assez Strange. Je vois, par certains 
mots ^chapp^s a mon ami dans sa lettre, qu'il y 
a quelque sujet de discussion entre eux ; mais 
comme il ne s'explique point, je n'y comprends 
rien. Rousseau I'a tenu impitoyablement d 
I'ouvrage depuis le Samedi dix heures du matin 
jusqu'au Lundi onze heures du soir, sans lui 
donner d peine le temps de boire ni manger. 
La revision finie, Diderot cause avec lui d'un 
plan qu'il a dans la t^te, et prie Rousseau de 
raider d arranger un incident, qui n'est pas en- 
core trouv^ d sa fantaisie. Cela est trop diffi- 
cile, r^pond froidement Thermite, il est tard, 
je ne suis point accoutum^ d veiller. Bon 
soir, je pars demain d six heures du matin, il 
est temps de dormir. II se Icve, va se coucher, 
et laisse Diderot p^trifi^ de son proc^^. Yoild 
cet homme que vous croyez si p6n^tr6 de vos 
le^ns. Ajoutez d cette reflexion un propos 
singulier de la femme de Diderot, dont je vous 
prie de faire votre profit. Cette femme n'est 
qu'une bonne femme, mais ell# a la tact juste, 
Voyant son mari diksolk le jour du depart de 
Rousseau, elle lui en demande la raison ; il la 
lui dit : C'est le manque de d^licatesse de cet 
homme, ajoute-t-il, qui m'affligc; il me fait 

i travailler comme un manceuvre, je ne m'en 
serois, je crois, pas aper^u, s'il ne m'avoit re 

j fus^ aussi sechement de s'occuper pourmoi un 
quart4*heure . . . Yous ^tes ^tonn^ de cela, lui 
n^pond sa femme, vous ne le connoissez done 

, past II est d^vors d'envie\ il «^t«!^ 5a{k»»^ 



9\% 



WORKS OP THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



il paroit quelque chose de bean qui n'est pas 
de lui. On lui verra faire un jour qnclques 
grands forfaits plut6t que de se laisser ignorer. 
Tene2, je ne jurerois pas qu'il no se rangefit 
da parti des J6suites, et qu*il n'enterprit leur 
apologie."— n. pp. 60, 61. 

The horror which Diderot ultimately con- 
ceived for him, is strongly expressed in the 
following letter to Grimm, — ^written after an 
interview which compelled him, with many 
pangs, (o renounce all intercourse with a man 
who had, for years, been the object of his ten- 
derest and most pa rtial feelings. 

" Get homme est un forcenl. Je Tai vu, je 
lui ai reprocb^, avec toute la force que donne 
rhonn6tetc et une sorte d'intir^t qui reste au 
fond du ccBur d'un ami qui lui est d^vou^ de- 
puis long-temps, T^normit^ de sa conduite ; les 
pleurs versus aux pieds de Madame d'Epinav, 
dans le moment m^me oA il la chargeoit pres 
de moi des accusations les plus graves ; cette 
odieuse apologie qu'il vous a envoyee, et od il 
n'y pas une seule des raisons qu'il avoit i dire ; 
cette letlre project^e pour Saint-Lambert, qui 
devoit le tranquilliser sur des sentimens qu'il 
se reprochoit, et od, loin d'avouer une passion 
n^e dans son coeur son malgr^ lui, il s'cx- 
cuse d'avoir aJarm^ Madame d Houdetot sur la 
sienne. Que sais-je encore ? Je ne suis point 
content de ses responses; je n'ai pas eu le 
courage de le lui lemoigner j'ai mieux aim6 
lui laisser la miserable consolation de croire 
qu'il m*a tromp^. Qu'il vive! H a mis dans 
sa defense un emportement froid qui m'a 
afflig^. J'ai peur qu'il ne soit endurci. 

"Adieu, mon ami; soyons et continuous 
d'etre honn^tes gens: I'Stat de ceux qui out 
cess«^ a r^tre me fait peur. Adieu, mon ami ; 

je vous embrasse bien tendrement Je ne 

jette dans vos bras comme un homme eiTray^ ; 
je tdchc en vain de faire de la po^sie, mais cet 
homme me revient tout d travers mon travail; 
il me trouble, et je suis comme si j'avois dcdt^ 
de moi un damn^ ; il est damn^, cela est sdr. 

Adieu, mon ami Grimm, vioU Tefiet que 

je ferois sur vous, si je devenois jamais im 
m^chant: en v^rit^, j'aimerois mieux ^tre mort 
11 n'y a peut-^tre pas le sens commun dans 
tout ce que je vous ^cris, mais je vous avoue 
que je n'a^ jamais ^prouv^ un trouble d'ame 
si terrible que cela que j'ai. 

''Oh! mon ami, quel spectacle que celui 
d'un homme m^hant et bourrel^! Brdlez, 
d^chirez ce papier, qu'il ne retombe plus sous 
vos yeux ; que je ne revoie plus cet homme 
U, il me feroit croire aux diables et d Tenfer. 
Si je suis jamais forc6 de retourner chez lui, 
je suis sdr que je fr^mirai tout le long du che- 
min: j'avois la fi^vre en revenant. Je suis 
fUch^ de ne lui avoir pas laiss^ voir I'horreur 
qu'il m'inspiroil, et je ne me r^concilie avec 
moi qu'en pensant, que vous, avec toute votre 
fermete, vous ne I'auriez pas pu d ma place ; 
je ne sais pas s'il ne m'auroit pas tue. On 
entendoit ses cris jusqu'au bout du jar Jin ; et 
je le voyois ! Adieu, mon ami, j'irai demain 
vouy voir; j'irai chercher un homme de bien, 
aupres duquel je m'ass6ye, qui nie rassure, et 
qui chasse de mon arae je ne sais quoi d'in- 
fcrnal qui la tourmente et qui s'y est attach^. 
Leif poites out bien fait de mettre un inter- 



valle immense -entre le del et les enfers, Ea 
v^rit6, la main me tremble."— IIL pp. 148, 149 

Madame d'Epinay lived, as we before ob« 
served, with many persons of great eelebrit^. 
We could not help smiling, among many 
others, at this anecdote of our countiyiiiaiit 
David Hume. At the beginning of his spleik- 
did career of fame and fashion at Paris, the 
historian was persuaded to appear in the cha- 
racter of a sultan ; and was placed on a sofk 
between two of the most beautiful women of 
Paris, who acted for that evening the part of 
inexorables, whose favour he was supposed to 
be soliciting. The absurdity of this scene can 
easily be conceived. 

<* Le c^l^bre David Hume, grand et gros his- 
toriographe d'Angleterre, connu et estim^ par 
ses Merits, n'a pas autant de talens pour ce 
genre d'amusemens auquel toutes nos jolies 
femmes I'avoient d^cid^ propre. D fit son d^but 
chez Madame de T * * * ; on lui avoit destine 
le rdle d'un sultan assis entre deux esdares, 
employant toute son Eloquence pour s'en faire 
aimer; les trouvant inexorables, il devoit 
chercher le sujet de leurs peines et de lenr rt- 
sistance : on le place sur un sopha entre les 
deux plus jolies fenunes de Paris, il les regarde 
attentivement, il se frappe le ventre et les ge- 
noux d plusieurs reprises, et ne trouve jamais 
autre chose d leur dire que . Eh bien I ma d^ 
moiseUes . . . . £A bien ! wme voild done .... £1 
bien! vous voild .... vous voild ieif .... Cette 
phrase dura un quart-d'heure,sans qu'il pAt en 
sortir. Une d'elles se leva d'impatience : Ah! 
dit-elle, je m'cn ^tois bien dout^, cet homme 
n'est bon qu'd manger du veau ! Dupuis ce 
temps il est rel^gu^ au rdle de spectateur, et 
n'en est pas moins let^ et cajol^. C'est en jp6- 
rit6 une chose plaisante que le rdle qu'il jone 
ici ; malheureusement pour lui, ou plutdt pour 
la dignity philosophique, car, pour lui, il paroit 
s'accommoder fort de ce train de vie ; il n'y 
avoit aucune manie dominante dans ce pajrs 
lorsqu'il y est arriv^ ; on I'a regard^ comme 
une trouvaille dans cette circonstance, et I'ef- 
fervescence de nos jcunes t^tes s'est toum^ 
de son c6t^. Toutes les jolies femmes s'en sont 
empar^es ; il est de tons les soupers fins, et il 
n'est point de bonne fSte sans lui : en un mot, 
il est pour nos agr^ables ce que les Genevois 
sont pour moi."— HI. pp. 284, 285. 

There is always some man, of whom the 
human viscera stand in greater dread than of 
any other person, who is supposed, for the time 
being, to be the only person who can dart his 
pill into their inmost recesses ; and bind them 
over, in medical recognisance, to assimilate 
and digest. In the Trojan war, Podalirius and 
Machaon were what Dr. Baillie and Sir Henry 
Halford now are — they had the fashionable 
practice of the Greek camp ; and, in all pro- 
bability, received many a guinea from Aga- 
memnon dear to Jove, and Nestor the tamer 
of horses. In the time of Madame d'Epinay, 
Dr. Tronchin, of Geneva, was in vogue, and 
no lady of, fashion could recover without 
writing to him, or seeing him in person. To 
the Esculapius of this very small and irritable 
republic, Madame d'Epinay repaired; and, 
after a struggle between me and death, and 
Dr. Tronchin, recovered her health. During 



WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEV SMITH. 



ai9 



her residence at Geneva, she l)ecame acquaint- 
ed with Voltaire, of whom she has left the 
following admirable and original account — the 
truth, talent, and simplicity of which, are not 
a little ei^ianced, by the tone of adulation or 
abase which has been so generally employed 
in speaking of this celebrated person. 

<*£h bien! mon ami, je n'aimerois pas d 
vivre de suite avec lui; il n'a nul principe ar- 
rMj il compte trop sur sa memoire, et il en 
abuse souvent ; je trouve qu'elle fait tort quel- 
quefois i sa conversation ; il redit plus qu'il 
ne dit, et ne laisse jamais rien d faire auz 
autres. n ne sait point causer, et il humilie 
Tamour-propre ; il dit le pour et le centre, tant 
qu'on veut, toujours avec de nouvelles graces 
d la v^riti^, et n^uimoins il a toujours I'air de 
se moquer de tout, jusqu'd lui-m6me. II n'a 
nnlle philosophie dans la t^te ; il est tout h^ 
riss^ de petits prSjng^s d'enfans; on les lui 
passeroit peat^tre en faveur de ses graces, du 
brilliant de son esprit et de son originality, s*il 
ne s'affichoit pas pour les secouer tons. II a 
des incons^uences plaisantes, et il est au 
milieu de tout cela tres-amusant d voir. Mais 
je n'aime point les gens qui ne font que 
m'amuser. Pour madieune sa niece, elle est 
tout-a-ikit comique. 

"II parott ici depnis quelques jours un livre 
qui a vlvement ^chaufie les tdtes, et qui cause 
des discussions fort int^ressantes entre difii^r- 
entes personnes de c« pays, parce que Ton 
pretend que la constitution de leur gouveme- 
ment y est int^ress^e : Voltaire s'y trouve 
m^l^ pour des propos assez vifs qu'il a tenu tL 
ce'sujet centre les pr^tres. La grosse ni^e 
trouve fort mauvais que tons les magistrals 
n'ayent pas pris fait et cause pour son oncle. 
Sile jette tour d tour ses grosses mains et ses 
petits bras par dessus sa t^te, maudissant avec 
des cris inhumains les lois, les r^publiques, et 
surtout ces polissoDs de r^publicains qui vont 
d pied, qui sont obliges de souffrir les criail- 
leries de leurs prStres, et qui se croient libres. 
Cela est tout-a-fait bon d entendre et d voir." 
in. pp. 196,197. 

Msidame D'Epinay was certainly a woman 
of very considerable talent. Rousseau accuses 
her of writing bad plays and romances. This 
may b^ ; but her epistolary style is excellent 
— her remarks on passing events lively, acute, 
and solid — and her delineation of character 
admirable. As a proof of this, we shall give 
her portrait of the Marquis de Croismare, one 
of the friends of Diderot and the Baron d*Hol- 
bach. 

«'J«» lui crois bien soixante ans; il ne les 



parott pourtant pas. II est d'une taillc mediocre, 
sa figure a dil etre trcs-agr^able : elle se dis- 
tingue encore par un air de noblesse et d*ais- 
ance, qui r6pand de la grace sur tout sa 
personne. Sa physionomie a de la finesse. 
Ses gestes, ses attitudes ne sont jamais 
recherch^s; mais ils sont si bien d'accord 
avec la toumure de son esprit, qu'ils semblent 
ajouter d son originality. II parle des choses 
les plus sinenses et les plus importantes d*un 
ton si gai, qu'on est souvent tent^ de ne rien 
croire de ce qu'il dit. On n'a presque jamais 
rien a citer de ce qu'on lui entend dire ; mais 
lorsqu'il parle, on ne veut rien perdre de ce 
qu''ii dit; s'il se tait, on desire qu'il parle 
encore. Sa prodigieuse vivacity, et une sin- 
guli^re aptitude d toutes sortes de talens et de 
connoissances, I'ont porte d tout voir et d tout 
connottre ; au moyen de quoi vous comprenez 
qu'il est fort instruit II a bien lu, bien vu, et 
n'a retenu que ce qui valoit la peine de I'dtre. 
Son esprit annonce d'abord plus d'agi^ment 
que de solidit^, mais je crois que quiconque 
le jugeroit frivole lui feroit tort. Je le soup- 
ponne de renfermer dans son cabinet les Opines 
des roses qu'il distribue dans la soci^t^ : assez 
constamment gai dans le monde, seul je le 
crois m^lancolique. On dit qu'il a I'ame aussi 
tendre qu'honn^te ; qu'il sent vivement et qu'il 
se livre avec impetuosity d ce qui trouve le 
chemin de son coeur. Tout le monde ne lui 
plait pas ; il faut pour cela de I'originalit^, on 
des vertus distingu^es, ou de certains vices 
qn'il appelle passions ; n^anmoins dans le 
courant de la vie, il s'accommode de tout. 
Beaucoup de curiosity et de la facility dans le 
caract^re (ce qui*va jusqu'd la foiblesse) 
I'eotralnent souvent d n^gliger ses meilleurs 
amis et d les perdre de vue, pour se livrer d 
des.goilts factices et passagers: il en rit avec 
eux ; mais on voit si clairement qu'il en rougit 
aVec lui-m^me, qu'on ne pent lui savoir 
mauvais gr^ de ses disparates." — ^III. pp. 324 
—326. 

The portrait of Grimm, the French Boswell, 
vol. iii. p. 97, is equally good, if not superior; 
but we have already extracted enough to show 
the nature of the work,' and the talents of the 
author. It is a lively, entertaining book,— 
relating in an agreeable manner the opinions 
and habits of many remarkable men — ^mingled 
with some very scandalous and improper pas- 
sages, which degrade the whole work. But if 
all the decencies and delicacies of life were in 
one scale, and five francs in the other, what 
French bookseller would feel a single moment 
of doubt in making his selection 1 
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POOR-LAWS/ 

[ElDUTBimoH Review, 1820.] 



Ova readers, we fear, will require some 
apology for being asked to look at anything 
upon the poor-laws. No subject, we admit, 
can be more disagreeable, or more trite. But, 
unfortunately, it is the most important of all 
the important subjects which the distressed 
state of the country is now crowding upon our 
notice. 

A pamphlet on the poor-laws generally con- 
tains some little piece of favourite nonsense, 
by which we are gravely told this enormous 
evil may be perfectly cured. The first gentle- 
man recommends little gardens ; the second 
cows ; the third a village shop ; the fourth a 
spade ; the fitUi Dr. Bell, and so forth. Every 
man rushes to the press with his small morsel 
of imbecility ; and is not easy till he sees his 
impertinence stitched in blue covers. In this 
list of absurdities, we must not forget the pro- 
ject of supporting the poor from national funds, 
or, in other words, of immediately doubling the 
expenditure, and introducing every possible 
abuse into the administration of it. 

Then there are worthy men, who call upon 
gentlemen of fortune and education to become 
overseers*— meaning, we suppose, that the pre- 
sent overseers are to perform the higher duties 
of men of fortune. Then Inerit is set up as 
the test of relief; and Uieir worships are k> 
enter into a long examination of the life and 
character of each applicant, assisted, as they 
doubtle; s would be, by candid overseers, and 
neighboars divested of every feeling of malice 
and partiality. The children are next to be 
taken from their parents, and lodged in im- 
mense pedagogueries of several acres each, 
where they are to be carefully secluded from 
those fathers and mothers they are commanded 
to obey and honour, and are to be brought up 
in virtue by the churchwardens. — And this is 
gravely intended as a corrective of the poor- 
laws ; as if (to pass over the many other ob- 
jections which might be made to it,) it would 
not set mankind populating faster than carpen« 
ters ^d bricklayers could cover in their child- 
ren, or separate twigs to be bound into rods for 
their flagellation. An extension of the poor- 
laws to personal property is also talked of. 
We should be very glad to see any species of 
property exempted from these laws, but have 
no wish that any which is now exempted should 
be subjected to their influence. The case 
would infallibly be like that of the income-tax, 
— the more easily the tax was raised, the more 
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profligate would be the ezpenditore. It is no- 
posed also that alehouses should be diminisoed, 
and that the children of the poor should bo 
catechized publicly in the chnreh/-*both very 
respectable and proper suggestions but of them- 
selves hardly strong enough for the evil. We 
have every wish that the poor should accus- 
tom themselves to habits of sobriety; but w« 
cannot help reflecting, sometimes, that an ale- 
house is the only place where a poor tired 
creature, haunted with every species of wretch- 
edness, can purchase three or four times a 
year three pennyworth of ale— a liquor upon 
which wine-drinking moralists are always ex- 
tremely severe. We must not foTget» among 
other nostrums, the eulogy of small farms — in 
other words, of small capital, and profound ig- 
norance in the arts of agriculture ;— and the 
evil is also thought to be curable by periodical 
contributions from men who have nothing^ and 
can earn nothing without charity. To one of 
these plans, and perhaps the most plausible, 
Mr. Nicol has stated, in the following passage, 
objections that are applicable to almost aU the 
rest. 

*< The district school would no doubt be well 
superintended and well regulated; magistrates 
and country gentlemen would be its visitors. 
The more excellent the establishment, the 
greater the mischief; because the greater tM 
expense. We may talk what we will of econ- 
omy, but where the car6 of the poor is taken 
exclusively into the hands of the rich, compa- 
rative extravagance is the necessary conse- 
quence: to say that the gentleman, or even the 
overseer, would never permit the poor to live 
at the district school, as they live at home, is 
saying far too little. English humanity will 
never see the poor in any thing like want, when 
that want is palpably and visibly brought be- 
fore it : first, it will give necessanes, next com- 
forts ; until its fosterinj^ care rather pampers, 
than merely relieves. The humanity itself is 
highly latidable ; but if practised on an exten- 
sive scale, its consequences must entail an al- 
most unlimited expenditure. 

<* Mr. Locke computes that the labour of a 
child from 3 to 14, being set against its nourish- 
ment and teaching, the result would be exone- 
ration of the parish from expense. Nothing 
could prove more decisively the incompetency 
of the board of trade to advise on this question. 
Of the productive labour of the workhouse, I 
shall have to speak hereafter; I will only ob- 
serve in this place, that after the greatest care 
and attention bestowed on the subject, after ex- 
pensive looms purchased, dtc^ the 50 boys of 
the blue coat school earned in the year 1810, 
59/. ID*. 3</.; the 40 girls earned, in the same 
time, 40/. 7*. 9^/. The ages of these children 
are from 8 to 16. They earn about one pound 
in the year, and cost about twenty. 
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*The greater ihc call for labour in public 
institations, be they prisons, workhonses, or 
schools, the more difficalt to be procured that 
labour must be. There will theoce be both 
much less of it for the comparative numbers, 
and it will afford a much less price ; to get any 
labour at all, one school must underbid an- 
other. 

"It has just been observed, that *the child 
of a poor cottager, half clothed, half fed, with 
the enjoyment of home and liberty, is not only 
happier but better than the little automaton of 
a parish workhouse :* and this I believe is ac- 
curately true. I scarcely know a more cheer- 
ing sight,, though certainly many more elegant 
ones, than the youthful gambols of a village 
green. They call to mind the description given 
by Paley of the shoals of the fry of fish : « They 
are so happy that they know not what to do 
with themselves ; their attitude, their vivacity, 
their leaps out of the water, their frolics in it, 
all conduce to show their excess of spirits, and 
are simply the effects of that excess.^ 

"Though politeness may be banished from 
the cottage, and though the anxious mother may 
sometimes chide a little too sharply, yet here 
both maternal endearments and social affection 
exist in perhaps their greatest vigour: the at- 
tachments of lower life, where independent of 
attachment there is so little to enjoy, far out- 
strip the divided if not exhausted sensibility 
of tne rich and great ; and in depriving the 
poor of these attachments, we may be said to 
rob them of their little all. 

** But it is not to happiness only I here refer ; 
It is to morals. I listen with great reserve to 
that system of moral instruction, which has 
not social affection for its basis, or the feelings 
of the heart for its ally. It is not to be con- 
cealed, that every thing may be taught, yet no- 
thing learned, that systems planned with care, 
and executed with attention, may evaporate 
into unmeaning forms, where the imagination 
is ndt roused, or the sensibility impressed. 

" Let us suppose the children of the * district 
school,' nurtured with that superabundant care 
which such institutions, when supposed to be 
well conducted, are wont to exhibit ; they rise 
with the dawn ; after attending to the calls of 
cleanliness, prayers follow; then a lesson; 
then breakfast ; then work, till noon liberates 
ihem, for perhaps an hour, from the walls of 
their prison to the walls of their prison court. 
Dinner follows ; and then, in course, work, les- 
sons, supper, prayers ; at length, after a day 
dreary and dull, the counterpart of every day 
which has preceded, and of all that are to fol- 
low, the children are dismissed to bed.^ — This 
syslen may construct a machine, but it will 
not fr nn a man. Of what does it consist t of 
pray««rs parroted without one sentiment in ac- 
cord witn the words uttered : of moral lectures 
which the understanding does not comprehend, 
or the heart feel ; of endless bodily constraint, 
intolerable to youthful vivacity, and injurious 
laAhe perfection of the human frame— The 
cottage day may not present so imposing a 
scene; no decent uniform; no well trimmed 
locks ; no glossy skin ; no united response of 
hundreds of conjoined voices ; no lengthened 
procession, misnamed exercise ; but if it has 
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less to strike the eye, it has far more to engage 
the heart. A trifle in the way of cleanliness 
must suffice ; the prayer is not forgot ; it is per- 
haps imperfectly repeated, and confusedly un« 
derstood; but it is not muttered as a vain 
sound ; it is an earthly parent that tells of a 
heavenly one; duty, love, obedience, are not 
words without meaning, when repeated by a 
mother to her child : to God, the great unknown 
Being that made all things, all thanks, all praise, 
all adoration is due. The young religionist 
may be in some measure bewildered by all 
this ; his notions may be obscnre, but his feel« 
ings will be roused, and the foundation at least 
of true piety will be laid. 

" Of moral instruction, the child may be 
taught less at home than at school, but he will 
be taught better; that is, whatever he is taught 
he will feel : he will not have abstract proposi- 
tions of duty coldly presented to his mind ; but 
precept and practice will be conjoined ; what 
he is told it is right to do will be instantly done. 
Sometimes the operative principle on the child's 
mind will bdilove, sometimes fear, sometimes 
habitual sense of obedience ; it is always some- 
thing that will impress, always something that 
will be remembered." 

There are two points which we consider as 
now admitted by all men of sense, — l$t. That 
the poor-laws must be abolished; Srf/y, That 
they must be very gradually abolished.* We 
hardly think it worth while to throw away pea 
and ink upon any one who is still inclined to 
dispute either of these propositions. 

With respect to the gradual abolition, it must 
be observed, that the present redundant popu- 
lation of the country has been entirely produced 
by the poor-laws: and nothing could be so 
grossly unjust as to encourage people to suck 
a vicious multiplication, and then, when yon 
happen to discover your folly, immediately to 
starve them into annihilation. You have been 
calling upon your population for two hundred 
years to beget more children — furnished them 
with clothes, food, and houses — ^taught ihem to 
lay up nothing for matrimony, nothing for 
children, nothing for age— but to depend upon 
justices of the peace for every human want 
The folly is now detected; but the peonle, who 
are the fruit of it, remain. It was madness to 
call them in this manner into existence ; but 
it would be the height of cold-blooded cmel^ 
to get rid of them by any other than the moe^ 
gentle and gradual means ; and not only woold 
it be cruel, but extremely dangerous, to malce 
the attempt. Insurrections of the most san* 
guinary and ferocious nature would be the 
immediate consequence of any very sudden 
change in the system of the poor-laws; not 
partial, like those which proceeded from an 
impeded or decaying state of manufactures^ 
but as universal as the poor-laws themselves. 



* 1 am not quite bo wrong in tbii ai 1 feem to be, Mr 
after all our experience am I aatisfled that there buM 
been a good deal of raabnen and precipiution fm tkt 
conduct of this admirable measure. You have MCbM« 
able to carry the law into manufkctnring eovatriii. 
ParlUment will compel you to soften some of Um PMffe 
severe cUuses. It has been the nucleus of mMial fai- 
surrection and chartism. The IHike of WelllBftMi 
wisely recommended that the eipertaMiit ■hpvld b# 
first tried in a few conaUei round Um «m!«s»V)M^ 
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ftn^ as ferocious as insnrrections alw&jrs are 
which are led on by hunger and despair. 

These obsenralions may serve as an answer 
to those angry and impatient gentlemen, who 
are always crying out, what has the committee 
of the House of Commons donel — ^What hare 
fhey to show for their labours 1— Are the rates 
lessened t— Are the eirils removed 1 The com- 
mittee of the House of Commons would have 
shown themselves to be a set of the most con- 
temptible charlatans, if they had proceeded 
with any such indecent and perilous haste, or 
paid the slightest regard to the ignorant folly 
which required it at their hands. They have 
Tery properly begun, by collecting all possible 
information upon the subject; by consulting 
npeeulative and practical men ; by leaving lime 
lor the press to contribute whatever it could of 
thought or knowledge to the subject; and by 
introducing measures, the effects of which will 
be, and are intended to be, gradual. The lords 
•eemed at first to have been surprised that the 
poor4aws were not abolished before the end of 
the first session of Parliament ; anS accordingly 
set up a little rival committee of their own, 
which did little or nothing, and will not, we 
believe, be renewed. We are so much less 
sanguine than those noble legislators, that we 
shall think the improvement immense, and a 
subject of very general congratulation, if the 
poor-rates are perceptibly diminished, and if 
the system of pauperism is clearly going down 
in twenty or thirty years hence. 

We think, upon the whole, that government 
has been fortunate in the selection of the gen- 
tleman who is placed at the head of the com- 
mittee for the revision of the poor-laws; or 
rather, we should say, (for he is a gentleman 
of very independent fortune), who has consented 
that he should be placed there. Mr. Sturges 
Bourne is undoubtedly a man of business, and 
of very good sense : he has made some mis- 
takes ; but, upon the whole, sees the subject as 
a philosopher and a statesman ought to do. 
Above all, we are pleased with his good nature 
and good sense in adhering to his undertaking, 
alter the Parliament has flung out two or three 
of his favourite bills. Many men would have 
surrendered so unthankful and laborious an 
undertaking in disgust; but Mr. Bourne knows 
better what appertains to his honour and cha- 
racter, and, above all, what he owes to his 
eotmtry. It is a great subject ; and such as will 
secure to him the gratitude and favour of pos- 
terity, if he brings it to a successful issue. 

We have staled our opinion that all remedies, 
without gradual abolition, are of little impor- 
tance. With a foundation laid for such gradual 
sbolition, every auxiliary improvement of the 
poor-laws (while they do remain) is worthy the 
attention of Parliament: and, in suggesting a 
few alterations as fit to be immediately adopted, 
we wish it to be understood, that we have in 
view the gradual destruction of the system, as 
well as its amendment while it continues to 
operate. 

It seems to us, then, that one of the first and 

greatest improvements of this unhappy system 

woald be a complete revision of the law of set- 

thment Since Mr. East's act for preventing 

tte removal of the poor till they are actually 



chargeable, any man may live where he pleaseii 
until he becomes a be^ar, and asks alias of 
the place where he resides. To gain a settle 
ment, tiien, is nothing more than to gain a DjAl 
of begging: it is not, as it used to be before Jv. 
East's act, a power of residing where, in tlit 
judgment of the resident, his industry and exer- 
tion will be best rewarded; but a power of tax* 
ing the industry and exertions of other persons 
in the place where his settlement falls. This 
privilege produces all the evil complained of in 
the poor-laws ; and instead, therefore, of being 
conferred with the liberality and profusion 
which it is at present, it should be maaeof very 
difiicult attainment, and liable to the fewest 
possible changes. The constant policy of onr 
courts of justice has been, to make settlements 
easily obtained. Since the period we have be- 
fore alluded to, this has certainly been a veiy 
mistaken policy. It would be a far wiser 
course to abolish all other means of settlement 
than those of birth, parentage, and marriage— 
not for the limited reason stated in the com- 
mittee, that it would diminish the law expenses* 
(though that, too, is of importance,) but because 
it would invest fewer residents with the fatal 
privilege of turning bejrgars, exempt a greater 
number of labourers from the moral corruption 
of the poor-laws, and stimulate them to exertion 
and economy, by the fear of removal if they are 
extravagant and idle. Of ten men who leave 
the place of their birth, four, probably, get a 
settlement by yearly hiring, and four others by 
renting a small tenement ; while two or three 
may return to the place of their nativity, and 
settle there. Now, under the present system, 
here are eight men settled where they have a 
right to beg without being removed. The pro- 
bability is, that they will all beg ; and that their, 
virtue will give way to the incessant temptation 
of the poor-laws : but if these men had felt from 
the very beginning, that removal from the place 
where they wished most to live would be the 
sure consequence of their idleness and extrava- 
gance, the probability is, that they would have 
escaped the contagion of pauperism, and been 
much more useful members of society than 
they now are. The best labourers in a village 
are commonly those who are living where they 
are legally settled, and have therefore no right to 
ask charity— for the plain reason, that they have 
nothing to depend upon but their own exertions: 
in short, for them the poor-laws hardly exist; 
and they are such as the great mass of English 
peasantry would be, if we had escaped the curse 
of these laws altogether. 

It is incorrect to say, that no labourer would 
settle out of the place of his birth, if the means 
of acquiring a settlement were so limited. Many 
men begin the world with strong hope and 
much confidence in their own fortune, and 
without any intention of subsisting by charity ; 
but they see others subsisting in greater ease, 
without their toil — and their spirit gradually 
sinks to the meanness of mendicity. 

An affecting picture is sometimes drawn of a 
man falling into want in the decline of life, and 
compelled to remove from the place where be 
has spent the greatest part of his days. These 
things are certainly painful enough to him who 
/has \he misCorlune to witness them. But they 
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mnst be taken npon a large scale; and the 
whole good and evil which they prodnce dili- 
gently weighed and considered. The question 
then will be, whether any thing can be more 
really hamane, than to restrain a system which 
relaxes the sinews of industry, and places the 
dependence of laborious men upon any thing 
but themselves. We must not think only of 
the wretched Sufferer who is removed, and, at 
the sight of his misfortunes, call out for fresh 
facilities to beg. We must remember the in- 
dustry, the vigour, and the care which the dread 
of removal has excited, and the number of per- 
sons who owe their happiness and their wealth 
to that salutary feeling. The very person, who, 
in the decline of life, is removed from the spot 
where he has spent so great a part of his time, 
would, perhaps, have been a pauper half a cen- 
tuiy before, if he had been afflicted with the 
right of asking alms in the place where he 
lived. 

It has been objected, that this plan of abolish- 
ing all settlements but those of birth, would 
send a man, the labour of whose youth had 
benefited some other parish, to pass the useless 
part of his life in a place for which he. existed 
only as a burden. Supposing that this were 
the case, it would be quite sufficient to answer, 
that any given parish would probably send 
away as many useless old men as it received ; 
and) after all, little inequalities must be borne 
for the general good. But, in truth, it is rather 
ridiculous to talk of a parish not having bene- 
fited by the labour of the man who is returned 
upon their hands in his old age. If such parish 
resembles most of those in England, the absence 
of a man for thirty or forty years has been a 
great good instead of an evil ; they have had 
many more labourers than they could employ ; 
and the very man whom they are complaining 
of supporting for his few last years, would, in 
aJl probability, have been a beggar forty years 
before, if he had remained among them ; or, by 
pushing him out of work, would have made 
some other man a beggar. Are the benefits de- 
rived from prosperous manufactures limited to 
the parishes which contain them 1 The indus- 
try of Halifax, Huddersfield, or Leeds, is felt 
across the kingdom as far as the Eastern Sea. 
The prices of meat and corn at the markets of 
York and Malton are instantly affected by any 
increase of demand and rise of wages in the 
manufacturing districts to the west They 
have benefited these distant places, and found 
labour for their superfluous hands by the pros- 
perity of their manufactures. Where, then, 
would be the injustice, if the manufacturers, in 
the time of stagnation and poverty, were re- 
turned to their birth settlements 1 But as the 
law now stands, population tumors^ of the most 
dangerous nature, may spring up in a parish : 
— a manufacturer, concealing his intention, may 
settle there, take 300 or 300 apprentices, fail, 
and half ruin the parish which has been the 
scene of his operations. For these reasons, 
we strongly recommend to Mr. Bourne to nar- 
row as much as possible, in all his future bills, 
the means of acquiring settlements,* and to re- 
duce them ultimately to parentage, birth and 
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marriage — convinced that, in so dobg,he wil!» 
in furtherance of the great object of abolishing 
the poor-laws, be only limiting the right of beg» 
gingt and preventing the resident and almsman 
from being (as they now commonly are) one 
and the same person. But, before we dismiss 
this part of the subject, we must say a few 
words upon the methods by which setUementt 
are now gained. 

In the settlement by hiring it is held, that s 
man has a claim upon the parish for support 
where he has laboured for a year; ana yet 
another, who has laboured there for twen^ 
years by short hirings, gains no settlement at 
all. When a man was not flowed to live 
where he was not settled, it was wise to lay 
hold of any plan for extending settlements. But 
the whole question is now completely changed ; 
and the only point which remains is, to find out 
what mode of conferring settlements produces 
the least possible mischief. We are convinced 
it is by throwing every possible difficulty in the 
way of acquiring them. If a settlement here- 
aAer should not be obtained in that parish in 
which labourers have worked for many yean* 
it will be because it contributes materially to 
their happiness that they should not gain a 
settlement there ; and this is a full answer to 
the apparent injustice. 

Then, upon what plea of common sense 
should a man gain a power of taxing a parish 
to keep him, because he has rented a tenement . 
of ten pounds a year there t or, because he has 
served the ofiice of clerk, or sexton, or hoff- 
ringer, or bought an estate of thirty pounds 
value 1 However good these various pleas 
might be for conferring settlements, if it wae 
desirable to increase the facility of obtaining 
them, they are totally inefikacious if it can be 
shown that the means of gaining new settle- 
ments should be confined to the limits of the 
strictest necessity. 

These observations (if they have the honow 
of attracting his attention) will show Mr. Bourne 
our opinion of his bill for giving the privilege 
of settlement only to a certain length of reu> 
dence. In the fir$t place, such a bill wotild be 
the cause of endless vexation to the poor, from 
the certainty of their being turned out of their 
cottages, before they pushed their legal taproot 
into the parish ; and, ueondly, it would TdMiSif 
extend all the evils of the poor laws, by identic 
fying, much more than they are at present 
identified, the resident and the settled man — the 
very opposite of the policy which ought to be • 
pursued. 

Let us suppose, then, that we have got rid of 
all the means of gaining a settlement, or ri^ 
to become a beggar, except by birth, parentace* 
and marriage ; for the wile, of course, must (Uk 
into the settlement of the husband; and thg 
children, till emancipated, must be removed* u 
their parents are removed. This point gainejt 
the task of regulating the law expenses of ihp 
poor-laws would.be nearly accomplished: fbr 
the most fertile causes of dispute would te 
removed. Every first settlement is an inex- 
haustible source of litigation and expense to 
the miserable rustics. Upon the simple fae^ 
for example, of a farmer Mtiaj^^-^Vasis^xfiK^ 
for a. ^tax, ws.^^'t VJ^«w^»%^SK«a«3w^, v«k^^ 
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turns >— Was it an expressed contract! Was it 
an implied contract! Was it an implied hiring 
of the ploughman, rebutted by circnmstances ? 
Was tne ploughman's contract for a year's 
prospective service 1 Was it a cnstomary*hir- 
mg of the ploughman! Was it a retrospective 
hiring of the ploaghman 1 Was it a condi- 
tional hiring 1 Was it a general hiring 1 Was 
it a special, or a special yearly hiring, or a 
special hiring with wages reserved weekly ? — 
Did the farmer make it a special conditional 
hiring with warning, or an exceptive hiring ? 
Was the service of the ploaghman actual or 
contractive 1 Was there any dispensation ex- 
pressed or implied 1— or was there a dissolution 
implied 1 — by new agreement 1— or mutaa] con- 
s«Dtt— or by justices ! — or by any other of the 
ten thousand means which the ingenuity of 
lawyers has created! Can any one be sur- 
pruwd, aAer this, to learn, that the amount of 
appeals for removals, in the four quarter ses- 
sions ending Mid-summer, 1817, were four 
tktmtand teven hundred ?* Can any man doubt 
that it is necessary to reduce the hydra to as 
few heads as possible 1 or can any other objec- 
tion be stated to such reduction, than the 
number of attorneys and provincial counsel, 
whom it will bring into the poor-house 1 Mr. 
Nieol says, that the greater number of modes 
of settlement do not increase litigation. He 
nay just as well say, that the number of the 
streets in the Seven Dials does not increase the 
difficulty of finding the way. The modes of 
settlement we leave, are by far the simplest, 
and the evidence is assisted by registers. 

Under the head of law expenses, we are 
convinced a great deal may be done, by making 
some slight alteration in the law of removals. 
At present, removals are made without any 
warning to the parties to whom the pauper is 
removed; and the first intimation which the 
defendant parish receives of the projected in- 
crease of their population is, by the arrival of 
the father, mother, and eight or nine children at 
the overseer's door — where they are tumbled 
oat, with the justice's order about their necks, 
and left as a spectacle to the assembled and 
indignant parishioners. No sooner have the 
poor wretches become a little familiarized to 
tjjeir new parish, than the order is appealed 
against, and they are recarted with the same 
precipitate indecency — Quo fata trahunt, retra- 



nrecipita 
mtntauf. 



No removal should ever take place without 
doe notice to the parish to which the pauper is 
to be removed, nor till the time in which it may 
be appealed against is passed by. Notice to be 
according to the distance— either by letter, or 
personally; and the decision should be made 
by the justices at their petty sessions, with as 
mnch care and attention as if there were no 
appeal from their decision. An absurd notion 
prevails among magistrates, that they need not 
take much trouble in the investigation of re- 
movals, because their errors may be corrected 
by a superior court ; whereas, it is an object of 
great importance, by a fair and diligent inves- 
tigation in the nearest and cheapest court, to 
convince the country people which party is 

* Commou' Keport, 1917. 



right and which is wrong: and in this manner 
to prevent them from becoming the prey of law 
vermin. We are convinced Uiat this subject 
of the removal of poor is well worthy a short 
and separate bill. Mr. Bourae thinks it would 
be very difficult to draw up such a bill. We 
are quite satisfied we could draw up one in tea 
minutes that would completely answer the end 
proposed, and cure the evil complained of. 

We proceed to a number of small details^ 
which are well worth the attention of the legis- 
lature. Overseers' accounts should be given 
in quarterly, and passed by the justices, as they 
now are, annually. The office of overseer 
should be triennial. The accounts which hare 
nothing to do with the poor, such as the con-> 
stable's account, should be kept and passed 
separately from them ; and the vestry should 
have the power of ordering a certain portion 
of the superfluous poor upon the roads. But 
we beseech all speculators in poor-laws to re- 
member, that the machinery they must work 
with is of a very coalrsc description. An over- 
seer must always be a limited, uneducated 
person, but little interested in what he is alx>nt, 
and with much business of his own on his 
hands. The extensive interference of gentle- 
men with those matters is quite visionary and 
impossible. If gentlemen were tide-waiters, the 
custom-house would be better served ; if gen- 
tlemen would become petty constables, the 
police would be improved; if bridges were 
made of gold, instead of iron, they would not 
rust. But there are not enough of these arti- 
cles for such purposes. 

A great part of the evils of the poor-laws, 
has been occasioned by the large powers in- 
trusted to individual justices. Every body is 
full of humanity and good-nature when hp can 
relieve misfortune by putting his hand — In his 
neighbour's pocket Who can bear to see a 
fellow-creature suffering pain and poverty, when 
he can order other fellow-creatures to relieve 
him t Is it in human nature, that A should see 
B in tears and misery, and not order C to assist 
him 1 Such a power must, of ct^urse, be liable 
to eveqr degree of abuse ; and the sooner the 
power of ordering relief can be taken out of 
the hands of magistrates, the sooner shall we 
begin to experience some mitigation . of the 
evils of the poor-laws. The special-vestry bill 
is good for this purpose, as* far as it goes ; but 
it goes a very little way ; and we much doubt 
if it will operate as any sort of abridgment to 
the power of magistrates granting relief. A 
single magistrate must not act under this bil 
but in cases of special emergency. But every 
case of distress is a case of special emergen- 
cy : and the double magistrates, holdm^ their 
petty sessions at some little alehouse, and over- 
whelmed with all the monthly business of the 
hundred, cannot possibly give to the pleadings 
of the overseer and pauper half the attention 
they would be able to afford them at their own 
houses. 

The common people have been so much 
accustomed to resort to magistrates for relief, 
that it is certainly a delicate business to wean 
them from this bad habit; but it is essential to 
the great objects which the poor-committee 
have in view, that the power of magistrates of 
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ordering relief should be gradaallj taken away. 
When this is once done, half the difficulties of 
the abolition are accomplished. We will sug- 
gest a few hints as to the meaas by which this 
desirable end may be promoted. 

A poor man now comes to a magistrate any 
day in the week, and any hoar in any day, to 
complain of the overseers, or of the select 
committee. Suppose he were to be made to 
wait a little, and to feel for a short time the bit- 
terness of that poverty which, by idleness, ex- 
travagance, and hasty marriage, he has proba- 
bly brought upon himself. To effect this object, 
we would prohibit all orders for relief, by jus- 
tices, between the 1st and 10th of the month ; 
and leave the poor entirely in the hands of the 
overseers, or of the select vestry, for that 
period. Here is a beginning — a gradual aboli- 
tion of one of the first features of the poor- 
laws. And it is without risk of tumult ; for 
no one will run the risk of breaking the laws 
for an evil to which he anticipates so <tpeedy a 
termination. This Decameron of overseers* 
despotism, and paupers' suffering, is the very 
thing wanted. It will teach the parishes to 
administer their own charity responsibly, and 
to depend upon their own judgment It will 
teach the poor the miseries of pauperism and 
dependence ; and will be a warning to unmar- 
ried young men not hastily and rashly to place 
themselves, their wives and children, in the 
same miserable situation ; and it will effect all 
these objects gradually, and without danger. 
It would of course be the same thing on prin- 
ciple, if relief were confined to three days be- 
tween the 1st and the 10th of each month; 
tiiree between the 10th and the 20th; three 
between the 20th and the end of the month ; — 
or in any other manner that would gradually* 
crumble away the power, and check the gratui- 
tous munificence of justices, — give authority 
over their own affairs to the heads of the parish, 
and teach the poor, by little and little, that they 
must suffer if they are imprudent. It is under- 
stood in all these observations, that the over- 
seers are botfnd to support their poor without 
any order of justices ; and that death arising 
from absolute want should expose those officers 
to very severe punishments, if it could be traced 
to their inhumanity and neglect. The time must 
come when we must do without this; but we 
are not got so far yet — and are at present only 
getting rid of justices, not of overseers. 

Mr. Davison seems to think that the plea of 
old age stands upon a different footing, with 
respect to the poor-laws, from all oiher pleas. 
But why should this plea be more favoured 
than that of sickness 1 why more than losses 
in trade, incurred by no imprudence 1 In 
reality, this plea is less entitled to indulgence. 
Every man knows he is exposed to the help- 
lessness of age ; but sickness and sudden ruin 
are very of\en escaped— comparatively seldom 
happen. Why is a man exclusively to be pro- 
tected against that evil which he must have 
foreseen longer than any other, and has had 
the longest time to guard against? Mr. Davi- 
son's objections to a limited expenditure are 



• All gradation and caution have been banished 8lne« 
the reform bill— rapid high-priiaure wiadom la the only 
tf eat hi pablie affairs. 



much more satisfactory. These we shall lay 
before oor readers ; and we recommend them 
to the attention of Uie committee. 

•* I shall advert next to the plan of a limitatioA 
upon the amount of rates to be assessed in fu- 
ture. This limitation, as it is a pledge of some 
protection to the property now snbiected to the 
maintenance of the poor against the indefinite 
encroachment which otherwise threatens it, iSf 
in that light, certainly a benefit ; and supposing 
it were rigorously adhered to, the Yery know- 
ledge, among the parish expectants, that there 
was some limit to their range of expectation, 
some barrier which they could not pass, might 
incline them to turn their thoughts homeward 
again to the care of themselves. But it is an 
expedient, at the best, far from being satisfhe- 
tory. In the first place, there is much reason 
to fear that such a limitation would not eventu- 
ally be maintained, a(\er the example of a simi- 
lar one having failed before, and considering 
that the urgency of the applicants as long as 
they retain the principle of dependence upon 
the parish unqualified in any one of its main 
articles, would probably overbear a mere bar- 
rier of figures in the parish account Then 
there would be much real difficultv in the pro- 
ceedings, to be governed by such a limiting 
rule. For the use of the limitation would be 
chiefly, or solely, in cases where there is some 
.struggle between the ordinary supplies Of the 
parish rates, and the exigencies ot the poor, or 
a kind of run and pressure upon the parish by 
a mass of indigence : and in circumstances or 
this kind, it would be hard to know how to dis- 
tribute the supplies under a fair proportion lo 
the applicants, known or expected ; ^hard to 
know how much might be granted for the pre- 
sent, and how much should be kept in reserve 
for the remainder of the year's service. The 
real intricacy in such a distribution of account 
would show itself in disproportions ilnd ine- 
qualities of allowance, imposaible to be avoid- 
ed; and the applicants would have one pretext 
more for discontent 

" The limitation itself in many places would 
be only in words and figures. It would be mt, 
I presume, by an average of certain precedii^ 
years. But the average taken upon the preee£ 
ing years might be a sum exceeding in its real 
value the highest amount of the assessments of 
any of the averaged years, under the great 
change which has taken place in the value of 
money itself. A given rate, or assessment 
nominally the same, or lower, might in this way 
be a greater real money value than it was some 
time before. In many of the most distressed 
districts, where the parochial rates have nearhf 
equalled the rents, a nominal average would* 
therefore, be no effectual benefit ; and yet it is 
in those districts that the alleviation of the bur- 
then is the most wanted. 

«It is manifest also that a peremptory re- 
striction of the whole amount of money nwfiU 
cable to the parochial service, though aimii- 
dantly justified in many districts bjr their par- 
ticular condition being so impovenshed as to 
make the measure, for them, almost a measure 
of necessity, if nothing can be substituted fcr 
it ; and where the same extreme necessity does 
not exist, still justified by the );)rudAUfiA<^ ^j«^ 
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ventiiig in tome way Ihit iolerminable increase 
of die parochial bortbens ; siill, that such a re- 
striction is an ill-adja&ied measure in iist\t, and 
would, in many instances, operate very ineqai- 
lably. It woold fall unfairly in some parishes, i 
where the relative state of the poor and the j 
parish might render an increase of the relief as . 
just and reasonable as it is possible for any | 
thing to be under the poor-laws at alL It would . 
deny to many possible fair claimants the whole, ' 
or a part, of that degree of relief commonly j 
granted elsewhere to persons in their condition, , 
on this or that account of claim. Leaving the j 
leaaon of the present demands wholly unim- . 
peached, and unexplained ; directing no distinct , 
warning or remonstrance to the parties, in the j 
line of their affairs, by patting a check to their : 
expectations upon positive matters implicated 
ip their conduct ; which would be speaking to | 
them in a definite sense, and a sense applicable , 
to all: this plan of limitation would nurture the , 
whole mass of the claim in its origin, and deny , 
the allowance of it to thousands, on account of ' 
reasons properly affecting a distant quarter, of 
vbich they know nothing. The want of a clear 
method, and of a good principle at the bottom j 
of it, in this direct compulsory restriction, ren- , 
ders it, I think, wholly unacceptable, unless it . 
be the only possible plan that can be devised { 
ibr accomplishing the same end. If a parish . 
had to keep its account with a single dependant, | 
the plan would be much more useful in that , 
case. For the ascertained fact of the total : 
ftmount of his expectations might set bis miud | 
to rest, and put him on a decided course of pro- 
viding for himself. But, in the limitation pro- 
posed to be made, the ascertained fact is of a 
general amount only, not of each man's share 
m it. Consequently, each man has his inde^- 
mte expectations left to him, and every separate 
specific ground of expectation remaining as 
bcfbre." 

Mr. Davison talks of the propriety of refusing . 
to find labour for able labourers after the lapse 
often years, as if it was some ordinary bill he 
was proposing, unaccompanied by the slightest 
risk. It is very easy to make such laws, and 
to propose them; but it would be of immense 
difficulty to carry them into execution. Done 
it must be, every body knows that ; but the real 
merit will consist in discovering the gradual 
and gentle means by which the difiiculties of 
getting parish labour may be increased, and 
the life of a parish pauper be rendered a life of 
salutary and deterring hardship. A law that 
rendered such request for labour perfectly law- 
ful for ten years longer, and then suddenly 
abolished it, would merely bespeak a certain, 

feneral, and violent insurrection for the year 
830. The legislator, thank God, is in his 
nature a more cunning and gradual animal. 

Before we drop Mr. Davison, who writes like 
a very sensible man, we wish to say a few 
words about his style. If he would think less 
about it, he would write much better. It is 
always as plethoric and full-dressed as if he 
were writing a treatise deftnilna bonorum et ma. 
lontm. He is sometimes obscure ; and is occar 
sionally apt to dress up common-sized thoughts 
in big clothes, and to dwell a little too long in 
proving what every man of sense knows and 



admits. We hope we shall not oAeiid Mr. Dt^ 
vison by these remarks ; and we have really no 
intention of doing so. His views upon the 
poor-laws are, generally speaking, very correct 
and philosophical; he writes like a gentleman^ 
a scholar, and a man capable of eloquence; 
and we hope he will be a bishop. If his miire4 
prodnction!^ are as enlightened and liberal aa 
this, we are sure he will confer as much honour 
on the bench as he receives from it. There is 
a good deal, however, in Mr. Davison's book 
alK>ut the *< virtuous marriages of the poor.** 
To have really the charge of a family as a hus- 
band and father, we are told — to have the privi- 
lege of laying out his life in their service, is the 
poor man's boast, — ** his home is the school of 
his sentiments," dec dec. This is viewing 
human life through a Claude Lorraine glass, 
and decorating it with colours which do not 
belong to it. A ploughman marries a plough- 
woman because she is plump ; generally uses 
her ill; thinks his children an incumbrance; 
very oAen flogs them; and, fur sentiment, has 
nothing more nearly approaching to it, than the 
ideas of broiled bacon and mashed potatoes. 
This is the state of the lower orders of mankind 
— deplorable, but true — and yet rendered much 
worse by the poor-laws. 

The system of roundsmen is much com- 
plained of; as well as *Jiat by which the labour 
of paupers is paid, partly by the rate, partly by 
the master — and a long siring of Sussex jus* 
tices send up a petition on the subject . But 
the evil we are suffering under is an excess of 
population. There are ten men applying for 
work, when five only are wanted ; of course, 
such a redundance of labouring persons must 
depress the rate of their labour far beyond 
what is sufficient for the support of their fami- 
lies. And how is that deficiency to be made up 
but from the parish rates, unless it is meant 
suddenly and immediately to abolish the whole 
system of the poor-laws 1 To state that the 
rate of labour is lower than a man can live by, 
is merely to state that we have had, and Aarr, 
poor-laws— of which this practice is at length 
the inevitable consequence ; and nothing could 
be more absurd than to attempt to prevent, by 
acts of Parliament, the natural depreciation of 
an article which exists in much greater abun- 
dance than it is wanted. Nor can any tiling 
be more unjust than the complaint, that rounds- 
men are paid b> their employers at an inferior 
rate, and that the difference is made up by the 
parish funds. A roundsman is commonly an 
inferior ' description of labourer who cannot 
get regularly hired ; — he comes upon his parish 
for labour commonly at those periods when 
there is the least to do ; — he is not a servant of 
the farmer's choice, and probably docs not suit 
him ; — he goes off to any other labour at a mo- 
ment's warning, when he finds it more profit- 
able ; — and the farmer is forced to keep nearly 
the same number of labourers as if (here were 
no roundsmen at all. Is it just, then, that a 
labourer, combining every species of imper- 
fection, should receive the same wages as a 
chosen, ref;ular, stationary person, who is 
always ready at hand, and whom the farmer 
has selected for his dexterity and character? 
Those persons who do not, and cannot em 
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ploy labourers, have no kind of right to com- 
plain of the third or foarth part of the wages 
being paid by the rates ; for if the farmers did 
not agree among themselves to take snch occa- 
sional labourers, the whole of their support 
mast be paid by the rates, instead of one-third. 
The order is, that the pauper shall be paid snch 
a sum as will support himself and fhmily; and if 
this agreement to take roundsmen was not enter- 
ed into by the farmers, they must be paid, by the 
rates, the whole of the amount of the order, for 
doing nothing. If a circulating labourer, there- 
fore, with three children, to whom the justices 
would order 125. per week, receives 8f. from 
his employer, and 4s. from the rates, the parish 
is not bunlened by this system to the amount 
of 4«., but relieved to the amount of 8f. A 
parish manufacture, conducted by overseers, is 
mfinitely more burdensome to ihe rates than 
any system of roundsmen. There are undoubt- 
edly a few instances to the contrary. Zeal and 
talents will cure the original defects of any 
system ; but to suppose that average men can 
do what extraordinary men have done, is the 
cause of many silly projects and extravagant 
blunders. Mr. Owen may give his whole heart 
and soul to the improvement of one of his 
parochial parallelograms ; but who is to suc- 
ceed to Mr. Owen's enthusiasm t Before we 
have quite done with the subject of roundsmen, 
we cannot help noticing a strange assertion of 
Mr. Nicol, that the low rate of wages paid by 
the master is an injustice to the pauper — that 
he is cheated, forsooth, out of 8«. or 10s. per 
week by this arrangement. Nothing, however, 
can possibly be more absurd than such an alle- 
gation. The whole country is open to him. 
Can he gain more anywhere else 1 If not, this 
is the market price of his labour; and what 
right has he to complain ? or how can he say 
he is defrauded 1 A combination among far- 
mers to lower the price of labour would be 
impossible, if labour did not exist in much 
greater quantities than was wtfbted. All such 
things, whether labour, or worsted stocking, or 
broadcloth, are, of course, always regulated by 
the proportion between the supply and demand. 
Mr. Nicol cites an instance of a parish in Suf- 
folk, where the labourer receives sixpence from 
the farmers, and the rest is made up by the 
rates ; and for this he reprobates the conduct 
of the farmers. But why are they not to take 
labour as cheap as they can get itt Why are 
they not to avail themselves of the market 
price of this, as of any other commodity t The 
rates are a separate consideration; let them 
supply what is wanting ; but the farmer is right 
to get his iron, his wood, and his labour, as 
cheap as he can. It would, we admit, come 
nearly to the same thine:, if 1002. were paid in 



wages rather than 26/. in wages, and 75/. by 
rate ; but then, if the farmers were to agree to 
give wages above the market price, and suffi- 
cient for the support of the labourers without 
any rate, such an agreement could never be 
adhered to. The base and the crafty would 
make their labourers take less, and fling hea- 
vier rates upon those who adhered to the con- 
tract; whereas, the agreement, founded upon 
giving as little as can be given, is pretty sore 
of being adhered to ; and be who breaks 1^ 
lessens the rate to his neighbour, and does not 
increase it The problem to be solved is tkdf i 
If you have ten or twenty labourers who Wf 
they can get no work, and you cannot dispqM 
this, and the poor-laws remain, what bettsf 
scheme can be devised, than that the ftonart 
of the parish should employ them in th«if 
turns?— and what more absurd than to sop 
pose that farmers so employing them shond 
give jne farthing more than the market ptiso 
for their labour ! 

It is contended, that the statute of Elizabett^ 
rightly interpreted, only compels the overseer 
to assist the sick and old, and not to .find labour 
for strong and healthy men. This is true 
enough; and it would have been eminently 
useftil to have attended to it a century past: 
but to find employment for all who apply* ti 
now, by long use, become a practical part of 
the poor-laws, and will require the same care, 
and dexterity for its abolition as any other part* 
of that pernicious svstem. It would not be 
altogether prudent suddenly to tell a million of 
stout men, with spades and hoes in their hands, 
that the 43d of Elizabeth had been miscon- 
strued, and that no more emplo3rment would be 
found for them. It requires twenty or thirty 
years to state such truths to such numbers. 

We think, then, that the diminution of the 
claims of settlement, and of the authority of 
justices, coupled with the other subordinate 
improvements we have stated, will be the best 
steps for beginning the abolition of the poor- 
laws. When these have been taken, the de- 
scription of persons entitled to relief may be 
narrowed by degrees. But let no man hope to 
get rid of these laws, even in the gentlest and 
wisest method, without a great deal of misery, 
and some risk of tumult If Mr. Bourne thinks 
only of avoiding risk, he will do nothing. Some 
risk must be incurred : but the secret is gra- 
dation ; and the true reason for abolishing these 
laws is, not that they make the rich poor, but 
that they make the poor poorer.* 



* The boldness of modem leftilatlon hai thrown all 
my caution into the backgroniid. Wac it wise to •&• 
counter such a rislcl Is the danger overY Cam tke 
vital parts of the blU be maintained Y 



W0RIB OP THB REV. STDNET SMITEi 



PUBLIC CHARACTERS OF 1801, 1802/ 

[Edixburoh Rbyhw, 1802.] 



Tte design of this book appeared to us so 
extremely reprehensible, and so capable, even 
in the hands of a blockhead, of giving pain to 
families and indiTidaals,;that we considered it 
as a fair object of literary police, and had pre- 
pared for it a very severe chastisement Upon 
the perusal of the book, however, we were en- 
tirely disarmed. It- appears to be written by 
tome very innocent scribbler, who feels him- 
self under the necessity of dining, and who 
preserves, throughout the whole of the work, 
that degree of good humour, which the terror 
of indictment by our lord the king is so well 
ctlenlated to inspire. It is of some import- 
ance, too, that grown-up country gentlemen 
should be habituated to read prmted books; 
and such may read a story book about their 
living friends, who would read nothing else. 



• FukUc CJUnuUn tf 1801— 180S. Richard PUlUps, 
iLPMil'*. 1to1.8to. 



We suppose the booksellers have authors 
at two dmerent prices. Those who dp write 
grammatically, and those who do not ; and that 
Uiey have not thought fit to put any of their 
best hands upon this woric whether or not 
there may be any improvement on this point 
in the next volume, we request the biographer 
will at least give us some means of ascertain* 
ing when he is comical, and when serious. 
In the life of Dr. Rennell, we find this pas- 
sage >— 

** Dr. Rennell might well look forward to the 
highest dignities in the establishment ; but, if 
our information be right, and we have no rea^ 
son to question it, this is what he by no means 
either expects or courts. There is a primitive 
simplicity in this excellent man, which much 
resembles that of the first prelates of the Chris- 
tian church, who were with great difficulty pre- 
vailed upon to undertake the episcopal oflte.** 
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ANASTASIUS/ 

[Cdivbuxgr Retibw, 1821.] 



AjrisTAtirt is a sort of oriental Gil Bias, 
who is tossed abont from one state of life to 
another^ — ^sometimes a beggar in the streets 
of Constantinople, and, at others, an officer of 
the highest distinction under an Egyptian Qey, 
— ^with that mixture of good and evil, of loose 
principles and popular qualities, which, against 
our moral feelings and better judgment, ren- 
der a novel pleasing, and an hero popular. 
Anastasius is a greater villain than Gil DLas^ 
merely because he acts in a worse country, 
and under a worse government Turkey i^ a 
country in the last stage of Cattlenaghrtry and 
VmmiiiartiMm ; it is in that condition to which 
we are steadily approaching — a political ^iti«4 ; 
—the sure result of just and necessary wars, 
interminable burthens upon affectionate p sim- 
ple, green bags, strangled sultanas, and mur* 
dened mobs. There are, in the world, all 
shades and gradations of tyranny. The Turk- 
ish, or last, puts the pistol and stiletto in ac- 
tion. Anastasius, therefore, among his other 
pranks, makes nothing of two or three mur- 
ders^ but they are committed in character* 
and are suitable enough to the temper ai^d 
disposition of a lawless Turkish soldier; and 
this is the justification of the book, which is 
called wicked but for no other reason than be- 
cause it accurately paints the manners of a 
people become wicked from the long and un- 
corrected abuses of their government 

One cardinal fault which pervades this 
work is, that it is too long ; — ^in spite of the 
numerous fine passages wifii which it abounds, 
there is too much of it; — and it is a relief, not 
a disappointment, to get to the end. Mr. Hope, 
too, should avoid humour, in which he certain^ 
ly does not excel. His attempts of that nature 
are among the most serious parts of the book« 
With all these objections, (and we only men- 
tion them in case Mr. Hope writes again,) 
there are few books in the English language 
which contain passages of greater power, ft el* 
ing, and eloquence than this novel, — which de- 
lineate frailty and vice with more energy and 
acuteness, or describe historical scenes with 
such bold imagery, and such glowing language. 
Mr. Hope will excuse us, — but we could not 
help exclaiming, in reading it. Is this Mr. 
Thomas Hope! — Is this the man of chairs 
and tables — the gentleman of sphinxes — the 
CEdipus of coal-boxes — ^he who meditated on 
muffineers and planned pokers ? — Where ba-s 
he hidden all this eloquence and poetry up to 
this hour ? — How is it that he has, all of a 
sudden, burst out into descriptions which 
would not disgrace the pen of Tacitus — and 
displayed a depth of feehng and a vigour of 
imagination which Lord Byron could not 
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excel ! We do not shrink from one syllable 
of this eulogium. The work now before us 
places him at once in the highest list of elo* 
quent writers, and of superior men. 

Anastasius, the hero of the tale, is a native 
of Chios, the son of the drogueman to the 
French consul. The drogueman, instead of 
bringing him up to make Latin verses, suffer- 
ed him to run wild about the streets of Chios, 
where he lives for some time a lubberly boy, 
and. then a profligate youth. His first exploit 
is to debauch the daughter of his acquaintance, 
from whom (leaving her in a state of prcg^ 
nancy) he runs away, and enters as a cab&i 
boy in a Venetian brig. * The brig is taken \fw 
Maynote pirates: the pirates by a Turldsn 
frigate, by which he is landed at Nauplia, and 
marched away to Argos, where the captain, 
Hassan Pacha, was encamped with his army. 

** I had never seen an encampment : and the 
novel and striking sight absorbed all my fa^ 
culties in astonishment and awe. There 
seemed to me to be forces sufficient to subda^ 
the whole world : and I knew not which most 
to admire, the endless clusters of tents, the 
enormous piles of armour, and the rows of 
threatening cannon, which I met at every step, 
or the troops of well mounted spahees, whc^ 
like dazzling meteors, darted by us on eveiy 
side, amid clouds of stifling dust The veiy 
dirt with which the nearer horsemen bespa;u 
tered our humble troop, was, as I thought, im- 
posing; and every thing upon which I cast 
my eyes gave me a feeling of nothingness, 
which made me shrink within myself like a snail 
in its cell. I envied not only those who wen 
destined to share in all the glory and success 
of the expedition, but even the meanest folp 
lower of the camp, as a being of a superior 
order to myself; and, when suddenly there 
arose a loud flourish of trumpets, which, end- 
ing a concert of cymbals and other waiiikt 
instruments, re-echoed in long peals from all 
the surrounding moimtains, Uie clank shook 
every nerve in my body, thrilled me to the very 
soul, and infused in all my veins a species oil 
martial ardour so resistless, that it made me 
struggle with my fetters, and try to tear them 
asunder. Proud as I was by nature, I would 
have knelt to whoever had ofiered to liberate 
my limbs, and to arm my hands with a sword 
or a batUeaxe."— (L 36, 37.) 

From his captive state he passes into the 
service of Mavroyeni, Hassan's drogueman, 
with whom he ingratiates himself, and becomes 
a person of consequence. In the service of 
this person, he receives from old Demo, a 
brother domestic, the following admiraUbS 
lecturp on masters : — 

** * Listen, young man,' said he, * whether you 
I like it or not For my ow^^^M\>W%R^'«S^'^^«t^ 
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had too much indolence, not to make it my 
stady Uironghont life rather to secure ease 
than to labour for distinction. It has, there- 
fore, been my rule to avoid cherishing in my 

patron any outrageous admiration of my capa^ , . _ ^ ^ 

city, which would have increased my depend- aecansc tiiey come not from himsel£. Yindi- 
ence while it lasted, and expose me to perse- cate not your innocence when unjustly re- 
cution on wearing out:— but you, I see, are of buked: rather submit for the moment; and 
a different mettle : I therefore may point out , ;rust that, though Mavroyeni never will ex- 



take care how yon appear cleverer than Toar 
Lord, even in the splitting of a pen ; or» if yon 
cannot avoid excelling him in some trifle, give 
his own tuition all the credit of your pn^ 
ciency. Many things he will dislike, only 



to you the surest way to that more perilous 
height, short of which your ambition, I doubt, 
will not rest satisfied. When you have com- 
passed' it, you may remember old Demo, if 
yt>u please. 

"'Know first that all masters, even the least 
tovable, like to be loved. All wish to be served 
from affection rather than duty. It flatters 
their pride, and it gratifies their selfishness. 
They expect from this personal motive a greater 
devotion to their interest, and a more unlimited 
obedience to their commands. A master looks 
upon mere fidelity in his servant as his due — 
as a thing scarce worth his thanks : but at- 
tachment be considers as a compliment to his 
merit, and if at all generous, he will reward it 
with liberality. Mavroyeni is more open than 
any body to this species of flattery. Spare it 
not, therefore. If he speak to you kindly, let 
your face brighten up. If he talk to you of his 
own affairs, though it should only be to dispel 
die tedium of conveying all day long other 
men's thoughts, listen with the greatest eager- 
ness. A single yawn, and you are undone! 
Yet let not curiosity appear your motive, but 
the delight only of being honoured with his 
confidence. The more you appear grateful 
for the least kindness, the often er you will re* 
ceive important favours. Our ostentatious 
drogueman will feel a pleasure in raising your 
astonishment His vanity knows no bounds. 
Give it scope, therefore. When he comes 
home choking with its suppressed ebullitions, 
be their ready and patient receptacle :— do 



more ; discreetly help him on in venting his > jriory.* " f I. 54 65.) 

conceit; provide him with a cue? hint what «5 >• v • t -^ 



pressly acknowledge his error, he will in dne 
time pay you for your forbearance.' "— (L 43 
—46.) 

In the course of his service with Mavroyeni, 
be bears arms against the Amoots, under the 
Captain Hassan Pacha ; and a very animaled 
description is given of his first combat. 

"I undressed the dead man completely^— 
When, however, the business which engaged 
all my attention was entirely achieved, and 
that human body, of which, in the eagerness 
for its spoil, I had only thus far noticed the 
separate limbs one by one, as I stripped them, 
all at once struck my sight in its full dimen* 
sions, as it lay naked before me ; — when I con- 
templated that fine athletic frame, but a moment 
before full of life and vigour unto its fingers' 
ends, now rendered an insensible corpse by the 
random shot of a raw youth whom in close 
combat its little finger might have crushed, I 
could not help feeling, mixed with my exulUk- 
tion, a sort of shame, as if for a cowardly ad- 
vantage obtained over a superior being; and, 
in order to make a kind of atonement ta the 
shade of an Epirote— of a kinsman — ^I ex« 
claimed with outstretched hands, ' Cursed be 
the paltry dust which turns the warrior's arm 
into a mere engine, and, striking from afar an 
invisible blow, carries death no one knows 
whence to no one knows whom; levels the 
strong with the weak, the brave with the das- 
tardly ; and, enabling the feeblest hand to wield 
its fatal lightning, makes the conqueror slay 
without anger, and the conqueror die without 



hint what 
you heard certain people, not knowing you to 
be so near, say of his capacity, his merit, and 
his influence. He wishes to persuade the 
world that he complctely'rules the pasha. Tell 
him not flatly he does, but assume it as a thing 
of general notoriety. Be neither too candid 
in your remarks, nor too fulsome in your flat- 
tery. Too palpable deviations from fact might 
appear a satire on your master's understand- 
ing. Should some disappointment evidently 
mflle his temper, appear not to conceive the 
possibility of his vanity having received a 
mortification. Preserve the exact medium 
between too cold a respect, and too presump- 
tuous a forwardness. However much Ma- 
vroyeni may caress you in private, never 
seem quite at ease with him in public. A 
master still likes to remain master, or, at least, 
to appear so to others. Should you get into 
tome scrape, wait not to confess your impru- 
dence, until concealment becomes impossible ; 
nor try to excuse the offence. Rather than 



The campaign ended, he proceeds to Constan- 
tinople with the drogueman, where his many 
intrigues and debaucheries end with the drogue- 
man's turning him out of doors. He lives for 
some time at Constantinople in great misery; 
and is driven, among other expedients, to the 
trade of quack-doctor. 

** One evening, as we were returning from 
the Blacquemes, an old woman threw herself 
in our way, and, taking hold of my master's 
garments, dragged him almost by main force 
after her into a mean-looking habitation just 
by, where lay on a couch, apparently at the 
last gasp, a man of foreign features. * I have 
brought a physician,' said the female to the 
patient, * who, perhaps, may relieve you.' * Why 
will you' — answered he faintly — * still persist 
to feed idle hopes ! I have lived an outcast: 
suffer me at least to die in peace ; nor disturb 
my last moments by vain illusions. My soul 
pants to rejoin the Supreme Spirit ; arrest not 
lis flight; it would only be delaying my eternal 



that you should, by so doing, appear to make i bliss !' 
light of your guilt, exaggerate your self-up- 1 **As the stranger spoke these words- -v'h*ch 
braidiui/**, and throw yourself entirely upon i struck even Yacoob sufficiently to make bim 
ite droguemoD^s mercy. On all occasions I suspend his professional grimace — the la&t 
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beams of the setting 8an darted aeross tha 
casement of the window upon his pale yet 
swarthy features. Thus visited, he seemed for 
a moment to revive. *I have always,' said he, 
'considered my fate as connected with the 
great luminary that rules the creation. I have 
always paid it due worship, and firmly believed 
I could not breathe my last while its rays shone 
upon me. Carry me, therefore, out, that I may 
take my last farewell of the heavenly ruler of 
my earthly destinies !* 

•* We all rushed forward to obey the man- 
date; but the stairs being too narrow, the 
woman only opened the window, and placed 
the dying man before it, so as to enjoy the full 
view of the glorious orb, just in the act of 
dropping beneath the horizon. He remained 
a few moments in silent adoration; and me- 
chanically we all joined him in fixing our eyes 
on the object of his worship. It set in all its 
splendour; and when its golden disk had en- 
tirely disappeared, we looked round at the 
Parsee. He, too, had sunk into everlasting 
rest."— (L 103, 104.) 

From the dispensation of chalk and water, 
he is then ushered into a Turkish jail, the de- 
scription of which, and of the plague with 
which it is visited, are very finely written ; and 
we strongly recommend them to the attention 
of our readers. 

"Every day a capital, fertile in crimes, pours 
new offenders into this dread receptacle ; and 
its high walls and deep recesses resound every 
instant with imprecations and curses^ uttered 
in all the various idioms of the Ottoman 
empire. Deep moans and dismal yells leave 
not its frightful echoes a moment's repose. 
From morning till night, and from night till 
morning, the ear is stunned with the clang of 
chains, which the galley-slaves wear while 
confined in their cells, and which they still 
drag about when toiling at their tasks. Linked 
together two and two for life, should they sink 
under their sufferings, they still continue un- 
severed aAer death ; and the man doomed to 
live on, drags after him the corpse of his dead 
companion. In no direction can the eye es- 
cape the spectacle of atrocious punishments 
and of indescribable agonies. Here, perhaps, 
you see a wretch whose stiffened limbs refuse 
their otfice, stop suddenly short in the midst of 
his labour, and as if already impassible, defy 
the stripes that lay open his flesh, and wait in 
total immobility the last merciful blow that is 
to end his misery; while there, you view his 
companion foaming with rage and madness, 
turn against his own person his desperate 
hands, tear his clotted hair, rend his bleeding 
bosom, and strike his skull, until it burst, 
against the wall of his dungeon." — (1. 110, 111.) 

A few survived. 

** I was among these scanty relics. I who, 
indifferent to life, had never stooped to avoid 
the shafts of death, even when they flew 
thickest around me, had more than once laid 
my finger on the livid wound they inflicted, 
had probed it as it festered ; I yet remained un- 
hurt : for sometimes the plague is a magnani- 
mous enemy, and, while it seldom spares the 
f Qsillanimous victim whose blood, rannixig 



cold ere it is tainted, lacks the energy neces 
sary to repel the infection when at hand, it will 
pass him by who dares its utmost fury, and 
advances undaunted to meet its raised dart."— 
(1. 121.) 

. In this miserable receptacle of guilty and 
unhappy beings, Anastasius forms and cements 
the strongest friendship with a young Greek, 
of the name of Anagnosti. On leaving Uie 
prison, he vows to make every exertion for the 
liberation of his friend — vows that are for- 
gotten as soon as he is clear from the prison 
walls. After being nearly perished with 
hunger, and after being saved by the charity 
of an hospital, he gets into an intrigue widi a 
rich Jewess — is detected — pursued— and, to 
save his life, turns Mussulman. This exploit 
performed, he suddenly meets his friend Anag- 
nosti — treats him with disdain->-and, in a quar- 
rel which ensues between them, stabs him to 
the heart. 

** *Life,' says the dying Anagnosti, * has long 
been bitterness : death is a welcome guest : I 
rejoin those that love me, and in a better place.- 
Already, methinks, watching my flight, they 
stretch out their arms from heaven to their 
dying Anagnosti. Thou, — if there be in thy 
breast one spark of pity left for him thou one* 
namedsi thy brother ; for him to whom a holy 
tie, a sacred vow .... Ah ! suffer not the starv- 
ing hounds in the street .... See a little hal- 
lowed earth thrown ovet- my wretched corpse*' 
These words were his last." — (I. 209.) 

The description of the murderer's remorse 
is among the finest passages in the work. 

"From an obscure aisle in the church I 
beheld the solemn service; saw on the field 
of death the pale stiff corpse lowered into its 
narrow cell, and hoping to exhaust sorrow's 
bitter cup, at night, when all mankind hushed 
its griefs, went back to my friend's final resU 
ing-place, lay down upon his silent grave, and 
watered with my tears the fresh-raised hollow 
mound. 

" In vain ! Nor my tears nor my sorrows 
could avail. No offerings nor penance could 
purchase me repose. Wherever I went, the 
beginning of our friendship and its issue stiU 
alike rose in view; the fatal spot of blood still 
danced before my steps, and the reeking daggefi 
hovered before my aching eyes. In the silent 
darkness of the night I saw the pale phantoia 
of my friend stalk round my watchful couch, 
covered with gore and dust : and even during 
the unavailing riots of the day, I still beheld 
the spectre rise over the festive board, glare oa 
me with piteous look, and hand me whatever I 
attempted to reach. But whatever it presented 
seemed blasted by its touch. To my wine it 
gave the taste of blood, and to my bread the 
rank flavour of death !"— (I. 212, 213.) 

We question whether there is in the English 
language a finer description than this. We 
request our readers to look at the very beauti- 
ful and affecting picture of remorse, pp. S14 
215, vol. i. 

Equally good, but in another way, is the de- 
scription of the opium coffee-house. 

'*In this tehartchee might be seen any day a 
nameroos coUectioa of \hi»M ^Vs*s&. ^^sccra^ 
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•orrows have driven to a pnblie exhilntion of 
insanitj. There each reeling idiot might take 
his neighbour hj the hand, and say, ' Brother, 
and what ailed thee, to seek so dire a cure V 
There did I, with the rest of its familiars, now 
take my habitnal station in my solitary niche, 
like an insensible, motionless idol, sittings with 
dghtless eyeballs staring on vacnity. 

** One day, as I lay in less entire absence 
than nsaal onder the pnrple vines of the porch, 
admiring the gold-tipped domes of the majestic 
Bnlimanye, the appearance of an old man with 
a snow-white beard, reclining on the conch 
beside me, canght my attention. Half plunged 
in stupor, he every now and then burst out 
into a wild laugh, occasioned by the grotesque 
phantasms which the ample dose of madjoon 
he had just swallowed was sending up to his 
brain. I sat contemplating him with mixed 
coriosity and dismay, when, as if for a moment 
roused from his torpor, he took me by the 
band, and fixing on my countenance his dim, 
vacant eyes, said, in an impressive -tone, 
* Young man, thy days are yet few; take the 
advice of one who, alas ! has counted many. 
Lose no time ; hie thee hence, nor cast behind 
one lingering look : but if thou hast not the 
strength, why tarry even here t Thy journey 
is but half achieved. At once go on to that 
large mansion before thee. It is thy ultimate 
destination : and by thus beginning where thou 
most end at last, thou mayest at least save both 
thy time and thy money.' " — (I. 216, 216.) 

Lingering in the streets of Constantinople, 
Anastasius hears that his mother is dead, and 
proceeds to claim that heritage which, by the 
Turkish law in favour of proselytes, had de- 
volved upon him. 

''How oAen," he exclaims (after seeing his 
father in the extremity of old age) — ** how often 
does it happen in life, that the most blissful 
moments of our return to a long-leA home are 
those only that just precede the instant of our 
arrival; those during which the imagination 
ttill is allowed to paint in its own unblended 
colours the promised sweets of our reception ! 
How oAen, after this glowing picture of the 
phantasy, does the reality which follows appear 
eold and dreary! How oAen do even those 
who grieved to see us depart, grieve more to 
see ns return ! and how often do we ourselves 
encounter nothing but sorrow, on again behold- 
'ing the once happy, joyous promoters of our 
own hilarity, now mournful, disappointed, and 
themselves needing what consolation we may 
bring!"— (I. 239, 240.) 

During his visit to Chios, he traces and de- 
•cribes the dying misery of Helena, whom he 
had deserted, and then debauches her friend 
Agnes. From thence he sails to Rhodes, the 
remnants of which produce a great deal of 
eloquence and admirable description. — (pp. 
276, 276, vol. i.) From Rhodes he sails to 
ISgypt; and chap. 16 contains a short and 
very well written history of the origin and 

Progress of the Mameluke government. The 
ight of Mourad, and the pursuit of this chief 
in the streets of Cairo (p. 326, vol. i.), would 
he considered as very fine passages in the best 
Jusiaries of sukUqaity. Oar limits prevent ns 



from quoting them. Anattiihis then teewttci 
a Mameluke; marries his maiter'a daughter, 
and is made a kiasheC In the numerovs 
skirmishes into which he falls in his new 
military life, it falls to his lot to shoot, from 
an ambush, Assad, his inveterate «ieiiij« 

''Assad, though weltering in his blood, was 
still alive: but already the angel of death 
flapped his dark wings over the traitor's brow. 
Hearing footsteps advance, he made an eflfbrt 
to raise his head, probably in hopes of ap- 
proaching succour : but beholding, bnt reec^p- 
nising only me, he felt that no hopes remained, 
and gave a groan of despair. Life was flow- 
ing out so fast, that I had only to stand still — 
my arms folded in each other, — and with a 
steadfast eye to watch its departure. One in- 
stant I saw my vanquished foe, agitated by a 
convulsive tremor, open his eyes and dart at 
me a glance of impotent rage ; but soon he 
averted them again, then gnashed his leeth, 
clenched his fist, and expired." — (XL 92.) 

We quote this, and such passages as these, 
to show the great power of description which 
Mr. Hope possesses. The vindictive man 
standing with his arms folded, and watching 
the blo^ flowing from the wound of his 
enemy, is very new and very striking. 

After the death of his wife, he collects his 
property, quits Eg}7t, and visits Mekkah, and 
acquires the title and prerogatives of an 
Hadjee. AAer this he returns to the Turkish 
capital, renews his acquaintance with Spiri- 
dion, the friend of his youth, who in vain 
labours to reclaim him, and whom he at last 
drives away, disgusted with the vices and 
passions of Anastasius. We then find our 
oriental profligate fighting as a Turkish cap- 
tain in Eg}'pt, against his old friends the 
Mamelukes ; and afterwards employed in 
Wallachia, under his old friend Mavroyeni, 
against the Russians and Austrian s. In this 
part of the work, we strongly recommend to 
our readers to look at the Mussulmans in a 
pastry-cook's shop during the Rhamadam, voU 
ii. p. 164 ; the village of beggars, voL ii. p. 266 ; 
the death of the Hungarian officer, vol. ii. p. 
327 ; and, in the last days of Mavroyeni, voL 
ii. p. 366 ; — not forgetting the walk over a field 
of battle, vol. ii. p. 262. The character of 
Mavroyeni is extremely well kept up through 
the whole of the book ; and his decline and 
death are drawn in a very spirited and masterly 
manner. The Spiridion part of the novel we 
are not so much struck with ; we entirely ap- 
prove of Spiridion, and ought to take more 
interest in him; but we cannot disguise the 
melancholy truth that he is occasionally a little 
long and tiresome. The next characters as- 
sumed by Anastasius are, a Smyrna debauchee, 
a robber of the desert, and a Wahabce. AAer 
serving some time with these sectaries, he re- 
turns to Smyrna, — finds his child missing 
whom he had leA there, — traces the little boy 
to Egypt, — recovers him, — then loses him by 
sickness, — and wearied of life, retires to end 
his days in a cottage in Carinthia. For strik- 
ing passages in this part of the novel, we refer 
our readers to the description of the burial- 
places near Constantinople^ voL iiL 11—13; 
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the account of Djezzar Pacha's retirement to 
his harem daring the revolt^— equal to an\r 
thing in Tacitus ; and, above all, to the land- 
ing of Anastasius with his sick child, and the 
death of the infant It is impossible not to 
see that this last picture is faithfully drawn 
from a sad and cruel reality. The account of 
the Wahabees is very interesting, voL iii. 128; 
and nothing is more so than the story of Eu- 
phrosjrne. Anaitasius had gained the affec- 
tions of Euphrosyne, and ruined her reputa- 
tion; he then wishes to cast her off, and to 
remove her from his house. 

"*Ah no!' now cried Euphrosjrne, convul- 
sively clasping my knees, * be not so barba- 
rous! Shut not your own door against her 
against whom you have barred every once 
friendly door. Do not deny her whom you 
have dishonoured the only asylum she has 
left. If I cannot be your wife, let me be your 
slave, your drudge. No service, however 
mean, shall I recoil from when you command. 
At least before you I shall not have to blush. 
In your eyes I shall not be what I must seem 
in those of others ; I shall not from you in- 
cur the contempt which I must expect from 
my former companions; and my diligence 
to execute the lowest offices you may require, 
will earn for me, not only as a bare alms at 
your hands, that support which, however 
scanty, I can elsewhere only receive as an 
unmerited indulgence. Since I did a few days 
please your eye, I may still please it a few 
days longer: — perhaps a few days longer, 
therefore, I may still wish to live ; and when 
that last blessing, your love, is gone by^ — 
when my cheek, faded with grief, has lost the 
last attraction that could arrest your favour, 
then speak, then tell me so, that, burthening 
you no longer, I may retire — and die !* " — (III. 
64, 65.) 

Her silent despair, and patient misery, when 
she finds that she has not only ruined herself 
with the world, but lost his affections also, 
have the beauty of the deepest tragedy. 

^ Nothing but the most unremitting tender- 
ness on my part could in some degree have 
revived her drooping spirits. — But when, after 
my excursion, and the act of justice on Sophia, 
in which it ended, I reappeared before the 
still trembling Euphrosyne, she saw too soon 
that that cordial of the heart must not be ex- 
pected. One look she cast upon my counte- 
nance, as I sat down in silence, sufficed to 
inform her of my total change of sentiments ;— 
and the responsive look by which it was met, 
lore for ever from her breast the last seeds of 
hope and confidence. Like the wounded snail, 
she shrunk within herself, and thenceforth, 
cloaked in unceasing sadness, never more ex- 



panded to the sunshine of joy. With her 
buoyancy of spirits she seemed even to lose 
all her quicknes* of intellect, nay, all her 
readiness of speech : so that, not only fearing 
to embark with her in serious conversation, 
but even finding no response in her mind to 
lighter topics, I at last began to nauseate her 
seeming torpor and dulness, and to roam 
abroad even more frequently than before a 
partner of my fate remained at home, to count 
the tedious hours of my absence ; while she, 
poor, miserable creature, dreading the sneers 
of an unfeeling world, passed her time under 
my roof in dismal and heart-breaking solitude. 
— ^Had the most patient endurance of the most 
intemperate sallies been able to soothe my 
disappointment and to soften my hardiness, 
Euphrosyne'^ angelic sweemess must at last 
have conquered: but, in my jaundiced eye, 
her resignation only tended to strengthen the 
eonviction of her shame ; and I saw in her 
forbearance nothing but the consequence of 
her debasement, and the consciousness of her 
guilt 'Did her heart,' thought I, <bear wit- 
ness to a purity on which my audacity dared 
first to cast a blemish, she could not remain 
thus tame, thus spiritless, under such an ag- 
gravation of my wrongs ; and either she wouM 
be the first to quit my merciless roof, or, at 
least, she would not so fearfully avoid giving 
me even the most unfounded pretence for 
denying her its shelter^ — She must merit her 
sufferings, to bear them so meekly !' — Henoe, 
even when moved to real pity by gentleness 
so enduring, I seldom relented in my apparent 
sternness."— (m. 72—74.) 

With this, we end our extracts from Anasta- 
sius. We consider it as a work in which great 
and extraordinary talent is evinced. It alxHinds 
in eloquent and sublime passages, — ^in sense/— 
in knowledge of history^ — and in knowledge 
of human character; — but not in wit It is 
too long; and if this novel perishes, and is 
forgotten, it will be solely on that account 
If it is the picture of vice, so is Clarissa Har- 
lowe, and so is Tom Jones. There are no 
sensual and glowing descriptions in Anasta- 
sius, — ^nothing which corrupts the morals bj 
inflaming the imagination of youth ; and we 
are quite certain that every reader ends this 
novel with a greater disgust at tice, and a 
more thorough conviction of the necessity of 
subjugating passion, than he feels from reacU 
ing either of the celebrated works we have 
just mentioned. The sum of our eulogium ia, 
that Mr. Hope, without being very successful 
in his story, or remarkably skilful in the 
delineation of character, has written a novel, 
which all clever peo]>le of a certain age 
should read, because it is full of marvellotuuf 
fine things. 
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SCARLETT'S POOR BILL* 

[Edinburgh Retixw, 1821.] 



Wi are friendly to the main principle of Mr. 
Scarlett's bill ; but are rather surprised at the 
unworkmanlike manner in which he has set 
about it. 

To fix- a maximum for the poor-rates, we 
should conceive to be an operation of suffi- 
cient difficulty and novelty for any one bill. 
There was no need to provoke more prejudice, 
to rouse more hostility, and create more alarm, 
than such a bill would naturally do. But Mr. 
Scarlett is a very strong man ; and before he 
works his battering-ram, he chooses to have 
the wall made of a thickness worthy of his 
blow— capable of evincing, by the enormity of 
its ruins, the superfluity of his vigour, and the 
certainty of his aim. Accordingly, he has in- 
troduced into his bill a number of provisions, 
which have no necessary, and, indeed, no near 
connection with his great and main object ; 
Irat which are sure to draw upon his back all 
the Sir Johns and Sir Thomases in the House 
of Commons. It may be right, or it may be 
wrong, that the chargeable poor should be re- 
moved; but why introduce such a controverted 
point into a bill framed for a much more im- 

Sortant object, and of itself calculated to pro- 
uce so much difference of opinion! Mr. 
Scarlett appears to us to have been not only 
indiscreet in the introduction of such hetero- 
geneous matter, but very much mistaken in 
the enactments which that matter contains. 

"And be it further enacted, that from and 
after the passing of this act, it shall not be 
lawful for any justice of peace or other per- 
son to remove, or cause to be removed, any 
poor person or persons from any parish, 
to^ivnsnip or place, to any other, by reason of 
such person or persons being chargeable to 
such parish, town ship or place, or being unable 
to maintain him or themselves, or under colour 
of such person or persons being settled in any 
other parish, township or place, any law or 
statute to the contrary notwithstanding : Pro- 
vided always, that nothing in this act shall in 
any wise be deemed to alter any law now in 
force for the punishment of vagrants, or for 
removing poor persons to Scotland, Ireland, or 
the Isles of Guernsey, Jersey, and Man. — And 
be it further enacted, that in all cases where 
any poor person, at the time of the passing of 
this act, shall be resident in any parish, town- 
ship or place, where he is not legally settled, 

♦ 1. Lttter to James Scarlett, E»q., M. P., on his Bill 
relating to the Poov'LawM. By a Surrey Magistraie. 
London, 1821. 

S. An, Jlddre*9 to the Imperial Parliament^ upon the 
Practical Meant ofgradnaUy Obelisking the Poor-I^tcs, 
mnd Mineating the Poor Systematically. Illustrated by an 
Aatunt of the Colonies of Fredericks- Oord in Holland, 
•"•■••C** C*«iiM>« Mountain in the South of Ireland. 
WHk General Observations. Third Edition. By Wil- 
Al^M HsBBBKT SAVMDnii, Esq. London, 1831. 
A On jPamyerumand tks Poor-Lawt. With a Sufplt- 
mtmt, London, leu. 



and shall be receiving relief from the orer* 
seers, guardians, or directors of the poor of 
the place of his legal settlement, the said over- 
seers, guardians, or directors, are hereby 
required to continue such relief, in the same 
manner, and by the same means, as the same 
is now administered, until one of his majesty's 
justices of the peace, in or near the place of 
residence of such poor person, shall, upon ap- 
plication to him, either by such poor person, 
or any other person on his behalf, for the con- 
tinuance thereof, or by the said overseers, 
guardians, or directors of the poor, pa3riiig 
such relief, for the discharge thereof, certify 
that the same is no longer necessary." — BUI, 
pp. 3, 4.) 

Now, here is a gentleman, so thoroughly 
and so justly sensible of the evils of the poor- 
laws, that he introduces into the House of 
Commons a very plain, and very bold measure 
to restrain them ; and yet, in the very same 
bill, he abrogates the few impediments that 
remain to universal mendicity. The present 
law says, " Before you can turn beggar in the 
place of your residence, you must have been 
bom there, or you must have rented a farm 
there, or served an office ;" but Mr. Scarlett 
says, "You may beg anjrwhere where you 
happen to be. I will have no obstacles to 
your turning beggar ; I will give every facility 
and every allurement to the destruction of 
your independence." We are quite confident 
that the direct tendency of Mr. Scarlett's en- 
actments is to produce these effects. Labourers 
living in one place, and settled in another, are 
uniformly the best and most independent cha- 
racters in the place. Alarmed at the idea of 
being removed from the situation of their 
choice, and knowing they have nothing to de- 
pend upon but themselves, they are alone 
exempted from the degrading influence of the 
poor-laws, and frequently arrive at independ- 
ence by their exclusion from that baneful pri- 
vilege which is offered to them by the incon- 
sistent benevolence of this bill. If some are 
removed, after long residence in parishes 
where they are not settled, these examples 
only insure the beneficial effects of which we 
have been speaking. Others see them, dread 
the same fate, quit the mug, and grasp the 
flail. Our policy, as we have explained in a 
previous article, is directly the reverse of that 
of Mr. Scarlett. Considering that a poor man, 
since Mr. East's bill, if he asks no charity, has 
' a right to live where he pleases, and that a 
settlement is now nothing more than a beggar's 
i ticket, we would gradually abolish all means 
■ of gaining a settlement, but those of birth, 
' parentage, or marriage ; and this method 
I would destroy litigation as effectually as the 
I method proposed by Mr. Scarlett.'* 
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Mr. Scarlett's plan, too, we are firmly per- 
suaded, would completely defeat his own 
intentions ; and would inflict a greater injury 
upon the poor than this very hill, intended to 
prevent their capricious removal. If his bill 
had passed, he could not have passed. His 
post-chaise on the northern circuit would have 
been impeded by the crowds of houseless vil- 
lagers, driven from their cottages by landlords 
rendered merciless by the bill. In the mud — 
all in the mud (for such cases made and pro- 
vided) would they have rolled this most excel- 
lent counsellor. Instigated by the devil and 
their own malicious purposes, his wig they 
would have polluted, and tossed to a thousand 
winds the parchment bickerings of Doe and 
Roc. Mr. Scarlett's bill is so powerful a mo- 
tive to proprietors for the depopulation of a 
village — ^for preventing the poor from living 
where they wish to live, — that nothing but the 
conviction that such a bill would never be 
suffered to pass, has prevented those effects 
from already taking place. Landlords would, 
in the contemplation of such a bill, pull down 
all the cottages of persons not belonging to the 
parish, and eject the tenants ; the most vigor- 
ous measures would be taken to prevent any 
one from remaining or coming who was not 
absolutely necessary to the lord of the soil. 
At present, cottages are let to anybody: be- 
cause, if they are burthensome to the parish, 
the tenants can be removed. But the impos- 
sibility of doing this would cause the imme- 
diate demolition of cottages ; prevent the 
erection of fresh ones where they are really 
wanted ; and chain a poor man for ever to the 
place of his birth, without the possibility of 
moving. If everybody who passed over Mr. 
Scarlett's threshold were to gain a settlement 
for life in his house, he would take good care 
never to be at home. We all boldly let our 
friends in, because we know we can easily get 
them out So it is with the residence of Uie 
poor. Their present power of living where 
they please, and going where they please, 
entirely depends upon the possibility of their 
removal when they become cha.rgeable'. If 
any mistaken friend were to take from them 
this protection, the whole power and jealousy 
of property would be turned against their 
locomotive liberty ; they would become arf- 
tcripli ghbitt no more capable of going out 
of the parish than a tree is of proceeding, with 
its roots and branches, to a neighbouring wood. 

The remedy here proposed for these evils 
is really one of the most extraordinary we ever 
remember to have been introduced into any 
act of Parliament. 

" And whereas it may happen, that in seve- 
ral parishes or townships now burdened with 
the maintenance of the poor settled and re- 
siding therein, the owners of lands or inha- 
bitants may, in order to remove the residence of the 
labouring poor from such parishes or places, 
destroy the cottages and habitations tnerein, 
n9w occupied by the labourers and their 
families : And whereas, also, it may happen, 
that certain towns and villages, maintaining 
their own poor, may, by the residence therein 
of labourers employed and working in other 
parishes or townships Ijin^ near the said 



towns and villages, be charged with the burden 
of maintaining those who do not work, and 
before the passing of this act were not settled 
therein : For remedy thereof, be it enacted, by 
the authority aforesaid, that, in either of the 
above cases, it shall be lawful for the justices, 
at any quarter-sessions of the peace held for 
the county in which such places shall be, upon 
the complaint of the overseers of the poor of 
any parish, town or place, that by reason of 
either of the causes aforesaid, the rates for the 
relief of the poor of such parish, town, or 
place, have been materially increased, whilst 
those of any other parish or place have been 
diminished, to hear and fully to inquire into 
the matter of such complaint; and in casie 
they shall be satisfied of the truth thereof, then 
to make an order upon the overseers of the 
poor of the parish or township, whose rates 
have been diminished by the causes aforesaid, 
to pay to the complainants such sum or sums, 
from time to time, as the said justices shall 
adjudge reasonable, not exceeding, in any 
case, together with the existing rates, 'the 
amount limited by this act, as a contribution 
towards the relief of the poor of the parish, 
town, or place, whose rates have been in- 
creased by the causes aforesaid ; which order 
shall continue in force until the same shall 
be discharged by some future order of ses^ 
sions, upon the application of the overseer* 
paying the same, and proof that the occasion 
for it no longer exists : Provided, always, that 
no such order shall be made, without proof of 
notice in writing of such intended application, 
and of the grounds thereof, having been served 
upon the overseers of the poor of the parish or 
place, upon whom such order is prayed, foup- 
teen days at the least before the first day of 
the quarter-sessions, nor unless the justices 
making such order shall be satisfied that no 
money has been improperly or unnecessarily 
expended by the overseers of the poor praying 
for such order ; and that a separate and distinct 
account has been kept by them of the addi* 
tional burden which has been thrown upon 
their rates by the causes alleged."— (Bi//, pp. 

4, 6.) 

Now this clause, we cannot help saymg, ap- 
pears to us to be a receipt for universal and 
interminable litigation all over England— a 
perfect law-hurricane — a conversion of all 
flesh into plaintiffs and defendants. The parish 
A. has pulled down houses, and burthened the 
parish B.; B. has demolished to the misery of 
C; which has again misbehaved itself in the 
same manner to the oppression of other letters 
of the alphabet. All run into parchment, and 
pant for revenge and exoneration. Though 
the fact may be certain enough, the causes 
which gave rise to it may be very uncertain ; 
and assuredly will not be admitted to have 
been those against which the statute has de- 
nounced these penalties. It will be alleged, 
therefore, that the houses were not pulled 
down to get rid of the poor, but because they 
were not worth repair — ^because they obstruct* 
ed the squire's view — because rent was not 
paid. All these motives must go before the 
sessions, the last resource of le^v9XAtowp-*5RA 
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tremity of their wit by the plump contradictions 
of parish perjury. 

Another of the many sources of litigation, in 
this clause, is as follows :— A certain number 
of workmen live in a parish M., not being 
settled in it, and not working in it before the 
passing of this act After the passing of this 
act, they become chargeable to M., whose poor- 
rates are increased. M. is to find out the 
parishes relieved from the burthen of these 
men, and to prosecute at the quarter-sessions 
• for relief. But suppose the burthened parish 
to be in Yorkshire, and the relieved parish in 
Cornwall, are the quarter-sessions in Yorkshire 
to make an order of annual payment upon a 
parish in Cornwall 1 and Cornwall, in turn, 
upon Yorkshire! How is the money to be 
transmitted? What is the easy and cheap 
remedy, if neglected to be paid ? And if all 
this could be effected, what is it, after all, but 
the present system of removal rendered ten 
times more intricate, confused and expensive! 
Perhaps Mr. Scarlett means, that the parishes 
where these men worked, and which may hap- 
pen to be within the jurisdiction of the justices, 
are to be taxed in aid of the parish M., in pro- 
portion to the benefit they have received from 
the labour of men whose distresses they do not 
relieve. We must have, then, a detailed ac- 
count of how much a certain carpenter work- 
ed in one parish, how much in another ; and 
enter into a species of evidence absolutely 
interminable. We hope Mr. Scarlett will not 
be angry with us : we entertain for his abilities 
and character the highest possible respect; 
but great lawryers have not leisure for these 
trifling details. It is very fortunate that a 
clause so erroneous in its view should be so 
inaccurate in its construction. If it were easy 
to comprehend it, and possible to execute it, it 
would be necessary to repeal it. 

The shortest way, however, of mending all 
this, will be entirely to omit this part of the 
bill. We earnestly, but with very little hopes 
of success, exhort Mr. Scarlett not to endanger 
the really important part of his project, by the 
introduction of a measure which has little to do 
with it, and which any quarter-session country 
squire can do as well or better than himself. 
The real question introduced by his bill is, 
whether or not a limit shall be pot to the poor- 
laws; and not only this, but whether their 
amount shall be gradually diminished. To 
this belter and higher part of the law, we shall 
now address ourselves. 

In this, however, as well as in the former 
part of his bill, Mr. Scarlett becomes frighten- 
ed at his own enactments, and repeals himself. 
Parishes are first to relieve every person ac- 
tually resident within them. This is no sooner 
enacted than a provision is introduced to 
relieve them from this expense, tenfold more 
burthensome and expensive than the present 
system of removal. In the same manner, a 
maximum is very wisely and bravely enacted; 
and in the following clause is immediately 
repealed. 

** Provided, also, and be it further enacted, 
that if, by reason of any unusual scarcity of 
provisions, epidemic disease, or any other 



cause of a temporary or local natiire, it-fliian 
be deemed expedient by the overseers of the 
poor, or other persons having, by virtae of any 
local act of Parliament, the authority of over- 
seers of the poor of any parish, townaliipy or 
place, to make any addition to the snm assened 
for the relief of the poor, beyond the amount 
limited by this act, it shall be lawful for the 
said overseers, or such other persons, to give 
public notice in the several churches, and 
other places of worship, within the same pa- 
rish, township, or place, and if there be no 
church or chapel within such place, then in 
the parish church or chapel next adjoining the 
same, of the place and time of a general meet- 
ing to be held by the inhabitants paying to the 
relief of the poor within such parish, town- 
ship, or place, for the purpose of considerioc 
the occasion and the amount of the proposed 
addition ; and, if it shall appear to the majority 
of the persons assembled at such meeting, that 
such addition shall be necessary, then it shall 
be lawful to the overseers, or other persons 
having power to make assessments, to increase 
the assessment by the additional sum proposed 
and allowed, at such meeting, and for Uie jus- 
tices, by whom such rate is to be allowed, npon 
due proof upon oath to be made before them, 
of the resolution of such meeting, and Uiat the 
same was held after sufficient public notice to 
allow such rate with the proposed addition, 
specifying the exact amount thereof, with the 
reasons for allowing the same, upon the face 
of the rate."— (2Ji7/, p. 3.) 

It would really seem, from these and other 
qualifying provisions, as if Mr. Scarlett had 
never reflected upon the consequences of his 
leading enactments till he had penned them; aiul 
that he then set about finding how he could 
prevent himself from doing what he meant to do. 
To what purpose enact a maximum, if that 
maximum may at any time be repealed by the 
majority of the parishioners ? How will the 
compassion and charity which the poor4aws 
have set to sleep be awakened, when such a 
remedy is at hand as the repeal of the maxi- 
mum by a vote of the parish ? Will ardenl 
and amiable men form themselves into volun- 
tary associations to meet any sudden exigency 
of famine and epidemic disease, when this 
sleepy and sluggish method of overcoming the 
evil can be had recourse to ? As soon as it 
becomes really impossible to increase the poor 
fund by law — when there is but little, and there 
can be no more, that little will be administered 
with the utmost caution; claims will be mi- 
nutely inspected ; idle manhood will not receive 
the scraps and crumbs which belong to (ailing 
old age ; distress will make the poor provident 
and cautious ; and all the good expected from 
the abolition of the poor-laws will begin to 
appear. But these expectations will be entirely 
frustrated, and every advantage of Mr. Scar- 
lett's bill destroyed, by this fatal facility of 
eluding and repealing it 

The danger of insurrection is a circumstance 
worthy of the most serious consideration, ia 
discussing the propriety of a maximum. Mr. 
Scarlett's bill is an inlallible receipt for tamtiU 
and agitation, whenever corn is a little dearer 
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than common. " Repeal the mazimnm," will 
be the clamoar in every village; and woe be 
to tihose members of the tillage vestry who 
shoald oppose the measure. Whether it was 
really a year of scarcity, and whether it was a 

{>roper season for expanding the bounty of the 
aw, woald be a question constantly and fierce- 
ly agitated between the fanners and the poor. 
If the maximum is to be quietly submitted to, 
its repeal most be -rendered impossible but to 
the legislature. ** Burn your ships, Mr. Scar- 
lett You are doing a wise and necessary 
thing; don't be afraid of yourself. Respect 
your own nest. Don't let clause A repeal 
clause B. Be stout Take care that the rat 
lawyers on the treasury bench do not take the 
(nrsters dm of your bill, and leave you the 
shell. lib not yield one particle of the wisdom 
and philosophy of your measure to the country 
gentlemen of the earth." 

We object to a maximum which is not ren- 
dered a decreasing maximum.- If definite 
sums were fixed for each village, which they 
could not exceed, that sum would, in a very 
few years, become a minimum, and an esta- 
blished claim. If 80«. were the sum allotted 
for a particular hamlet, the poor would very 
soon come to imagine that they were entitled 
to that precise sum, and the farmers that they 
were compelled to give it Any maximum 
established should be a decreasing, but a very 
slowly decreasing maximum, — perhaps it 
should not decrease at a greater rate than lOf. 
per cent per annnm. 

It may be doublful also, whether the first 
bill should aim at repealing more than 20 per 
cent of the present amount of the poor-rates. 
This would be efi[ected in forty years. Long 
before that time, the good or bad efi^ects of the 
measure would be fairly estimated; if it is 
wise that it should proceed, let posterity do the 
rest It is by no means necessary to destroy, 
in one moment, upon paper, a payment which 
cannot, without violating every principle of 
justice, and every consideration of safety and 
humanity, be extinguished in less than two 
centuries. 

It is important for Mr. Scarlett to consider 
whether he will make the operation of his bill 
immediate, or interpose two or three years 
between its enactment and first operation. 

We entirely object to the following clause ; 
the whole of which ought to be expunged: — 

*<And be it further enacted, that it shall not 
be lawful for any churchwarden, overseer, or 
guardian of the poor, or any other person 
having authority to administer relief to the poor, 
to allow or give, or for any justice of the peace 
to order, any relief to any person whatsoever, 
who shall be married af\er the passing of this 
act, for himselff herself, or any part of his or 
her family, unless such poor person shall be 
actually, at the time of asking such relief, by 
reason of age, sickness, or bodily infirmity, 
unable to obtain a livelihood, and to support 
his or her family by work : Provided, always, 
that nothing in this clause contained shall be 
construed so as to authorize the granting 
reUef, or making any order for relief, in cases 
where the same was not lawful before the 
passing of this act** 

43 



Nothing in the whole bill will occasion so 
much abuse and misrepresentation as this 
clause. It is upon this that the radicals will 
first fasten. It will, of course, be explained 
into a prohibition of marriage to the poor ; and 
will, in fact, create a marked .distinction be- 
tween two classes of paupers, and become a 
rallying point for insurrection. In fact, it is 
wholly unnecessary. As the funds for the re- 
lief of pauperism decrease, under the operap 
tion of a diminishing maximum, the first to 
whom relief is refused will be the young and 
the strong ; in other words, the «iost absurd 
and extravagant consequences of the present 
poor-laws will be the first cured. 

Such, then, is our conception of the lull 
which ought to be brought into Parliament— a 
maximum regulated by the greatest amount of 
poor-rates ever paid, and annually diminishing 
at the rate of lOs, per cent till they are reduced 
20 per cent of their present value ; with such 
a preamble to the bill as will make it fair and 
consistent for any future Parliament to con- 
tinue the reduction. If Mr. Scarlett will bring 
in a short and simple bill to this efiect, and not 
mingle with it any other parochial improve- 
ments, and will persevere in such a bill for 
two or three years, we believe he will canr 
it ; and we are certain he will confer, by such 
a measure, a lasting benefit upon his country— 
and upon none more than upon its labouring 
poor. 

We presume there are very few persons who 
will imagine such a measure to be deficient in 
vigour. That the poor-laws should be stopped 
in their fatal encroachment upon property, and 
unhappy multiplication of the human species, 
— and not only this, but that the evil should 
be put in a state of diminution, would be an 
improvement of our condition almost beyond 
hope. The tendency of fears and objections 
will all lie the other way ; and a bill of this 
nature will not be accused of inertness, but of 
rashness, cruelty, and innovation. We can- 
not now enter into the question of the poor- 
laws, of all others that which has undergone 
the most frequent and earnest discussion. Our 
whole reasoning is founded upon the assump- 
tion, that no system of laws was ever so com- 
pletely calculated to destroy industry, foresight, 
and economy in the poor ; to extinguish com- 
passion in the rich; and, by destroying th* 
balance between the demand for, and supply 
of, labour, to spread a degraded population 
over a ruined land. Not to attempt the cure 
of this evil, would be criminal indolence ; not 
to cure it gradually and compassionately, 
would be very wicked. To Mr. Scarlett 
belongs the real merit of introducing lhe bilL 
He will forgive us the freedom, perhaps the 
severity, of some of our remarks. We are 
sometimes not quite so smooth as we ought to 
be ; but we hold Mr. Scarlett in very high 
honour and estimation. He is the greatest 
advocate, perhaps, of his time ; and without 
the slightest s}T(nptom of tail or wkitken-' 
decorations, it is reported, now as character 
istic of the English bar as wigs and gowns in 
days of old — ^he has never carried his soul to 
the treasury, and said. What will you give me 
for this !— he has never sold thA^^ctaAvSissqB^ 
^Y 
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and honourable motiyes of his yoath and man- 
hood ibr an annual sum of money and an 
office-^ie has neyer taken a price for pnblic 
liberty and pnblic happine88--he has neyer 
loached the political Aceldama, and signed 
dM deyil's bond for cursing to-morrow what 



he has blessed to-day. laying in tfie midatoT 
men who hay e disgraced it, he has cast faonovr 
upon his honourable profession; and hat 
sought dignity, not fix>m the ermine and f 
mace, but firom a straight path and a i 
life. 



^MEMOIRS OF CAPTAIN ROCK/ 

[Edutbuboh Rrview, 1824.] 



This agreeable and witty book is generally 
supposed to haye been written by Mr. Thomas 
Xoore, a gentleman of small stature, but full 
of genius, and a steady friend of all that is 
honourable and just He has here borrowed 
the name of a celebrated Irish leader, to typify 
that spirit of yiolence and insurrection which 
is necessarily generated by systematic oppres- 
sion, and rudely ayenges its crimes ; and the 
picture he has drawn of its preyalence in that 
unhappy country is at once piteous and fright- 
All. Its effect in exciting our horror and in- 
dif^tion is in the long run increased, we 
thinks — though at first it may seem counter- 
acted, by the tone of leyity, and even jocularity, 
under which he has chosen to veil the deep 
sarcasm and substantial terrors of his story. 
We smile at first, and are amused — and won- 
der, as we proceed, that the humorous narra- 
tiye should produce conviction and pity — 
ahame, abhorrence, and despair ! 

England seems to have treated Ireland much 
in the same way as Mrs. Brownrigg treated 
her apprentice^for which Mrs. Brownrigg is 
hanged in the first volume of the Newgate 
Calendar. Upon the whole, we think the ap- 
mrentice is better off than the Irishman : as 
Krs. Brownrigg merely starves and beats her, 
without any attempt to prohibit her from going 
to any shop, or praying at any church, appren- 
tice might select; and once or twice, if we 
remember rightly, Brownrigg appears to have 
felt some compassion. Not so Old England, 
who indulges rather in a steady baseness, uni- 
form brutality, and unrelenting oppression. 

Let us select from this entertaining little 
book a short history of dear Ireland, such as 
eyen some profligate idle member of the House 
eif Commons, voting as his master bids him, 
may perchance throw his eye upon, and reflect 
fbr a moment upon the iniquity to which he 
lends his support 

For some centuries after the reign of Henry 
IT. the Irish were killed like p:ame, by persons 
qualified or unqualified. Whether dogs were 
used does not appear quite certain, though it 
is probable they were, spaniels as well as 

Bnnters; and that, after a regular point by 
asto, well backed by Ponto and Cagsar, Mr. 
O'Donncl or Mr. O'Leary bolted from the 
'Jiicket, and were bagged by the English sports- 
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man. With Henry H. came in tithes, to idiich» 
in all probability, about one million of liyes 
may have been sacrificed in Ireland. In tha 
reign of Edward I., the Irish who were settled 
near the English requested that the benefit of 
the EngUsh laws might be extended to them; 
but the remonstrance of the barons with the 
hesitating king was in substance this: — ^ Yon 
have made us a present of these wild gentl»* 
men, and we particularly request that no mei^ 
sures may be adopted to check us in that full 
range of tyranny and oppression in which we 
consider the value of such a gift to consist 
You might as well give us sheep, and preyent 
us from shearing the wool, or roasting the 
meat.*' This reasoning prevailed, and the 
Irish were kept to their barbarism, and dw 
barons preserved their live-stock. 

" Read * Orange faction' (says Captain Rock) 
here, and you have the wisdom of our rulersj 
at the end of near six centuries, in statu quo^^ 
The grand periodic year of the stoics, at the 
close of which every thing was to begin again, 
and the same events to be all reacted in the 
same order, is, on a miniature scale, repre- 
sented in the history of the English govern- 
ment in Ireland^-every succeeding century 
being but a renewed revolution of the same 
follies, the same crimes, and the same turbu- 
lence that disgraced the former. But * Vive 
I'ennemi !* say I : whoever may suffer by such 
measures, Captain Rock, at least, will prosper. 

** And such was the result at the period of 
which I am speaking. The rejection of a pe- 
tition, so humble and so reasonable, was fol- 
lowed, as a matter of course, by one of those 
daring rebellions into which the revenge of an 
insulted people naturally breaks forth. The' 
M*Cartys, the O'Briens, and all the other Macs 
and O's, who have been kept on the alert by 
similar causes ever since, flew to arms undei 
the command of a chieftain of my family; and. 
as the proflered handle of the sword had been 
rejected, made their inexorable masters at least 
feel its «(/ge."— (pp. 23—25.) 

Fifty years afterwards the same request 
was renewed and refused. Up again rose Mae 
and O, — a just and necessary war ensued; and 
after the usual murders, the usual chains were 
replaced upon the Irishry. All Irishmen were 
excluded from every species of office. It was 
high treason to marry with the Irish blood, and 
highly penal to receive the Irish into religious 
houses. War was waged also against tiidr 
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Thomas Moores, Samuel Rogerses, and Walter 
Scotts, who went about the country harping 
and singing against English oppression. No 
sach tarbtUent guests were to be received. 
The plan of maSnng them poets-lanreate, or 
converting them to loyalty by pensions of 1001, 
per annum, had not then been thought of. 
They debarred the Irish even from the plea^ 
sure of running away, and fixed them to the 
soil like negroes. 

**I have thus selected," says the historian 
of Rock, '* cursorily and at random a few fea^ 
tures of the reigns preceding the Reformation, 
in order to show what good use was made of 
those three or four hundred years in attaching 
the Irish people to their English governors; 
and by wnat a gentle course of alternatives 
they were prepared for the inoculation of a 
new religion, which was now about to be at- 
tempted upon them by the same skilful and 
friendly hands. 

"Henry the Seventh appears to have been 
iha first monarch to whom it occurred, that 
matters were not managed exactly as they 
ought in this part of his dominions ; and we 
find him — ^with a simplicity which is still fresh 
and youthful among our rolers — expressing 
his ntrprite that * his subjects of this land 
should be so prone to faction and rebellion, 
and that so little advantage had been hitherto 
derived from the acquisitions of his predeces- 
sors, notwithstanding the fruitfulness and na- 
tural advantages of Ireland.' — Surprising, in- 
deed, that a policy, such as we have been 
describing, should not have converted the 
whole countr)' into a perfect Atalantis of hap- 
piness — should not have made it like the ima- 
ginary island of Sir Thomas More, where 
• iota iriMula velut una familia est /' — most stub- 
bom, truly, and ungrateful must that people 
be, u^on whom, up to the very hour in which 
I wnte, such a long and unvarying course of 
penal laws, confiscations, and insurrection acts 
has been tried, without making them in the 
least degree in love with their rulers. 

**Helorsc tells her tutor Abelard, that the 
correction which he inflicted upon her only 
served to increase the ardour of her affection 
forliim; but bayonets and hemp are no such 
*amoris ttimuli,* — One more characteristic 
anecdote of those times, and I have done. At 
the battle of Knocktow, in the reign of Henry 
Vn., when that remarkable man, the Earl of 
Kildare, assisted by the great O'Neal and 
other Irish chiefs, gained a victory over Clan- 
ricard of Connaught, most important to the 
English government, Lord Gormanstown, afler 
the battle, in the first insolence of success, 
said, turning to the Earl of Kildare, * We have 
now slaughtered our enemies, but to complete 
the good deed, we must proceed yet further, 
and— cut the throats of those Irish of our own 
party !'• Who can wonder that the Rock family 
were active in those times 1" — (pp. 33 — 35.) 

Henry VIII. persisted in all these outrages, 
and aggravated them by insulting the prejudices 
of the people. England is almost the only 
country in the world (even at present), where 

« Leland givtt this anecdote oa the ftnthority of an 



there is not some favourite religious spot, 
where absurd lies, little bits of cloth, featheny 
rusty nails, splinters, and other invaluable 
relics, are treasured up, and in defence of 
which the whole population are wiUing to turn 
out and perish as one man. Such was tha- 
shrine of 8t Kieran, the whole treasures of 
which the satellites of that corpulent tyrant 
turned out into the street, pillaged the sacred 
church of Clonmacnoise, scattered the holy 
nonsense of the priests to the winds, and 
burnt the real and venerable crosier of St. 
Patrick, fresh from the silversmith's shop, and 
formed of the most costly materials. Modera 
princes change the uniform of regiments ; Hen- 
ry changed the religion of kingdoms, and was 
determined that the belief of the Irish should 
undergo a radical and Protestant conversion* 
With what success this attempt was made, the 
present state of Ireland is sufficient evi* 
dence. 

** Be not dismayed," said Elizabeth, on hear> 
ing that O'Neal meditated some desi^s against 
her government ; " tell my friends, if he arise^ 
it will turn to their advantage — there wiU b9 
estates for those who want.** Soon after this pro* 
phetic speech, Munster was destroyed by fa- 
mine and the sword, and near 600,000 acres 
forfeited to the crown, and distributed among 
Englishmen. Sir Walter Raleigh (the vir- 
tuous and good) butchered the garrison of 
Limerick in cold blood, afler Lord Deputj 
Gray had selected 700 to be hanged, liters 
were, during the reign of Elizabeth, three in- 
vasions of Ireland by the Spaniards, produced 
principally by the absurd measures of thir 
princess for the reformation of its religion* 
The Catholic clergy, in consequence of mess 
measures, abandoned their cures, the churches 
fell to ruin, and the people were led without 
any means of instruction. Add to these cir* 
cumstances the murder of M*Mahon, the im- 
prisonment of M'Toole* and O'Doghertv, and 
the kidnapping of 01)onnel — all truly Anglo- 
Hibernian proceedings. The execution of the 
laws was rendered detestable and intolerable 
by the queen's officers of justice. The spirit 
raised by these transactions, besides innume- 
rable smaller insurrections, gave rise to tht 
great wars of Desmond and Hugh O'Neal; 
which, afler they had worn out the ablest 
generals, discomfited &e choicest troops, ex- 
hausted the treasure, and embarrassed the 
operations of Elizabeth, were terminated bj 
the destruction of these two ancient families* 
and by the confiscation of more than half the 
territorial surface of the island. The two last 
years of O'Neal's wars cost Elizabeth 140,000& 
per annum, though the whole revenue of 
England at that period feU considerably short 
of 600,000/. Essex, afler the destruction of 
Norris, led into Ireland an army of above 
20,000 men, which was totally baffled and de- 



* There are not a few of the beet and i 



i boi 



Enfliahmen of the .present day, who. when under Urn 
influence of fear or anger, would think it no peat nlnn 
to put to death people whoee namea begin with O or Mae 



The violent death of Smith, Oreen, or TbooMoa, woaM 
throw the neighbourhood into convulaiotts,and the regu- 
lar fbrmi woidd be adhered to— but little would be raallf 
thought of the death of any body calM O'DocImiut ok 
O^oole. 
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•troTcd hy Tyrone, within two years of their 
Undung. Bach was the importance of Irish 
sebellions two centuries before the time in 
which we live. Sir G. Carew attempted to 
assassinate the Lagan earl — ^Mountjoy com- 
pelled the Irish rebels to massacre each other. 
in the course of a few months, 8000 men were 
atarv^ed to death in Tjrrone. Sir Arthur Chi- 
chester, Sir Richard Manson, and other com- 
manders, saw three children feeding on the 
flesh of their dead mother. Such were the 
golden days of good queen Bess ! 

By the rebellions of Dogherty in the reign 
of James L, six northern counties were con- 
fiscated, amounting to 600,000 acres. In the 
same manner, 64,000 acres were confiscated 
in Athlone. The whole of his confiscations 
amount to nearly a million of acres ; and if 
Leland means plantation acres, they consti- 
tute a twelfth of the whole kingdom according 
lo Newenham, and a tenth according to Sir 
W. Petty. The most shocking and scanda- 
lous action in the reign of James, was his at- 
tack upon the whole property of the province 
of Connaught, which he would have efl*ected, 
if he had not been bought off by a sum greater 
than he hoped to gain by his iniquity, besides 
the luxury of confiscation. The Irish, during 
the reign of James I., suffered under the doubU 
evils of a licentious soldiery, and a religious 
persecution. 

Charles the First took a bribe of 120,000/. 
from his Irish subjects, to grant them what in 
those days were called gracet, but in these 
days would be denominated the elements of 
justice. The money was paid, but the graces 
were never granted. One of these graces is 
curious enough: "That the clergy* were not to 
be permitted to keep henceforward any private 
prisons of their own, but deliuqucnts were to 
be committed to the public jails." The idea 
of a rector, with his own private jail full of 
dissenters, is the most ludicrous piece of ty- 
ranny we ever heard of. The troops in the 
beginning of Charles's reign were supported 
by the weekly fines levied upon the Catholics 
for non-attendance upon established worship. 
The Archbishop of Dublin went himself, at 
the head of a file of musketeers, to disperse a 
Catholic congregation in Dublin, — which ob- 
* . Ject he effected, after a considerable skirmish 
with the priests. "The favourite object"' 
(says Dr. Leland, a Protestant clergyman, and 
dignitary of the Irish church) " of the Irish 
government and the English Parliament, was 
iht wUter extermiHalion of all the Catholic inha- 
bitants of Ireland." The great rebellion took 
place in this reign, and Ireland was one scene 
of blood and cruelty and confiscation. 

Cromwell began his career in Ireland by 
massacreing for five days the garrison of Drc- 

fheda, to whom quarter had been promised. 
'wo millions and a half of acres were confis- 
cated. Whole towns were put up in lots, anti 
sold. The Catholics were banished from 
three-fourths of the kingdom, and confined to 
C !onnaught. After a certain day, every Catho- 
lic found out of Connaught was to be punishevJ 
with death. Fleetwood complains peevishly 
" that the people do not transport recuiily** — bui 
adds, ** iiitthuldleu a work in which tht Lord wiii 



appear^ Ten thousand Irish were sent as i«» 
emits to the Spanish army. 

«Such was CromwelFM way of aettOng iIm 
affairs of Ireland— and if a nation it to be 
ruined, this method is, perhaps, as good as any;. 
It is, at least, more humane than the alow lin- 
gering process of exclusion, disappointme&t, 
and degradation, by which their hearts are worn 
out under more specious forms of tjnaoBys 
and that talent of despatch which Moli^re at- 
tributes to one of his phjrsicians, is no ordi' 
nary merit in a practitioner like Cromwell >— 
' C*est un homme exp^tif, qui aime i dep^ 
cher ses malades ; et quand on a i mourir, eels 
se fait avec lui le plus vite do monde.' A 
certain military duke, who complains that Ire- 
land is but half conquered, would, no donbt, 
upon an emergency, try his hand in the same 
line of practice, and, like that 'stem hero^' 
Mirmillo, in the Dispensary, 



* While otbera meanly take whole roontha to alay. 
Deapatch the gratefUl patient in a day !* 

" Among other amiable enactments against 
the Cathohcs at this period, the price of five 
pounds was set on the head of a Romish priest 
^being exactly the same sum offered by the 
same legislators for the head of a wolf. The 
Athenians, we are told, encouraged the destruc- 
tion of wolves by a similar reward (five 
drachmas) ; but it does not appear that these 
heathens bought up the heads of priests at the 
same rate — such zeal in the cause of religion 
being reserved for times of Christianity and 
Protestantism."— (pp. 97—99.) 

Nothing can show more strongly the light 
in which the Irish were held by Cromwell, than 
ihe correspondence with Heniy Cromwellt 
respecting the peopling of Jamaica from Ire- 
land. Secretaiy Thurloe sends to Henry, the 
lord-deputy in Ireland, to inform him, that ''a 
stock of Irish girls, and Irish young men, are 
wanting for the peopling of Jamaica." The 
answer of Henry Cromwell is as follows :— 
" Concerning the supply of young men, al- 
though we must use force in taking them up, 
yet it being to much for their own good^ and likely 
to be of so great advantage to the public, it is 
not the least doubted but that you may have 
such a number of them as you may think fit 
to make use of on this account. 

" I shall not need repeat any thing respect- 
ing the girls, not doubting to answer your ex* 
pectations to the full in that ; and I think it 
might be of like advantage to your affairs 
there, and ours here, if you should think fit to 
send 1500 or 2000 boys to the place above men- 
tioned. We can tcell tpare them; and who 
knows that it may be the means of making 
them Englishmen, I mean rather Christians. 
As for the girls, I suppose you will make pro- 
visions of clothes, and other accommodations 
for them." Upon this, Thurloe informs Henry 
Cromwell, that the council have voted 4000 
giV/jr, and at many boyt, to go to Jamaica. 

Every Catholic priest found in Ireland was 
hanged, and five pounds paid to the informer. 

"About the year 1652 and 1653," says 
Colonel Lawrence in his Interttis of IrtUmA, 
" the plague and famine had so swept away 
whole counties, that a man might traTel tweutj 
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or thirty miles and not see a living ereatore, 
either man, or beast, or bird, — they being all 
dead, or had quitted those desolate places. 
Our soldiers would tell stories of the places 
where they saw smoke^ — it was so rare to see 
either smoke by day, or fire or candle by night" 
In this manner did the Irish live and die under 
Cromwell, suffering by the sword, famine, pesti- 
lence, and persecution, beholding the confisca- 
tion of a kingdom and the banishment of a 
race. " So that there perished (says S. W. 
Petry) in the year 1641, 650,000 human beings, 
whose blood somebody must atone for to God 
and the king ! I" 

In the reign of Charles 11^ by the Act of Set- 
tlement, four millions and a half of acres were 
for ever taken from the Irish. " This country," 
says the Earl of Essex, lord-Iicutenant in 1675, 
"has been perpetually rent and torn, since his 
majesty's restoration. I can compare it to 
nothing better than the flinging the reward on 
the death of a deer among the packs of hounds 
— where every one pulls and tears where he 
can for himself." All wool grown in Ireland 
was, by act of Parliament, compelled to be sold 
to England; and Irish cattle were excluded 
from England. The English, however, were 
pleased to accept 30,000 head of cattle, sent as 
a gift from Ireland to the sufferers in the great 
fire ! — and the first day of the sessions, after 
this au^t of munificence, the Parliament passed 
fresh acts of exclusion against the productions 
of that country. 

"Among the many anomalous situations in 
which the Irish have been placed, by those 
• marriage vows, false as dicers* oaths,* which 
bind their country to England, the dilemma in 
which they found themselves at the Revolution 
was not the least perplexing or cruel.* If they 
were loyal to the king rfe jure, they were hanged 
by the icing, de facto ; and if they escaped with 
life from the king de facto, it was but to be 
plundered and proscribed by the king dej'ure 
, afterwards. 

**H«c gener dtque 3oeer coeant mercede suorum." — 

ViROIL. 

** In t manner so ftummary, prompt, and high-mettled, 
'Twixt father and son-in-law matters were settled." 

"In fact, most of the outlawries in Ireland 
were for treason committed the very day on 
which the Prince and Princess of Orange ac- 
cepted the crown iu the banquet ing-house ; 
though the news of this event could not possi- 
bly have reached the other side of the Chan- 
nel on the same day, and the lord-lieutenant 
of King James, with an army to enforce obedi- 
ence, was at that time in actual possession of 
the government, — so little was common sense 
consulted, or the mere decency of forms ob- 
served by that rapacious spirit, which nothing 
less than the confiscation of the whole island 
could satisfy ; and which having, in the reign 

• " Amon(( the persons most puzzled and perpleied by 
the two opposite royal claims on their allegiance, were 
the clergymen or the established church ; who, having 
first prayed Tor King James as their lawfUl sovereign, as 
soon as William was proclaimed, took to praying for him; 
but again, on the success of the Jacobite forces in the 
north, very prudently prayed for King James once more, 
till the arrival of Bchomberg, wh^n.'as fhr as his quar- 
ters reached, they returned to praying for King William 



of James L and at the restoration, despoiled 
the natives of no less than ten millions six 
himdred and thirty-six thousand eight hundred 
and thir^-seven acres, now added to its plunder 
one million sixty thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two acres more, being the amount, alto* 
gether, (according to Lord Clare's calciUation), 
of the whole superficial contents of the island. 

** Thus not only had all Ireland suffered con- 
fiscation in the course of this century, but no 
inconsiderable portion of it had been twice 
and even thrice confiscated. Well might Lord 
Clare say, < that the situation of the Irish nap 
tion, at the revolution, stands unparalleled in 
the history of the inhabited world.*" — f pp. Ill 
—113.) 

By the articles of Limerick, the Irish were 
promised the free exercise of their religion ; 
but from that period till the year 1788, every 
year produced some fresh penalty against that 
religion — some liberty was abridged, some 
right impaired, or some suffering increased^ 
By acts in King William's reign, they were 
prevented from being solicitors. No Catholic 
was allowed to marry a Protestant ; and any 
Catholic who sent a son to Catholic countries 
for education was to forfeit all his lands. In 
the reign of Queen Anne, any son of a Cath(^ 
lie who chose to turn Protestant got possession 
of his father's estate. No Papist was allowed 
to purchase freehold property, or to take a 
lease for more than thirty years. If a Protest- 
ant dies intestate, the estate is to go to the 
next ProtettarU heir, though all to the tenth 
generation should be Catholic. In the same 
manner, if a Catholic dies intestate, his estate 
is to go to the next Protestant No Papist is 
to dwell in Limerick or Galway. No rapist 
is to take an annuity for life. The widow of 
a Papist turning Protestant to have a portion 
of the chattels of deceased, in spite of any will. 
Every Papist teaching schools to be presented 
as a regular Popish convict. Prices of catch- 
ing Catholic priests from 60«. to 10/., accord- 
ing to rank. Papists are to answer all ques- 
tions respecting other Papists, or to be com- 
mitted to jail for twelve months. No trust to 
be undertaken for Papists. No Papist to be 
on grand juries. Some notion may be formed 
of the spirit of those times, from an order of 
the House of Commons, " that the sergeant-at- 
arms should take into custody all Papists that 
should presume to come into the galUryf*^ 
(Commons' Journal, vol. iii. foL 976.) Daring 
this reign, the English Parliament legislated 
as absolutely for Ireland as they do now for 
Rutlandshire — an evil not to be complained 
of, if they had done it as justly. In the reign 
of George I. the horses of Papists were seized 
for the militia, and rode by Protestants, towards 
which the Catholics paid double, and were 
compelled to find Protestant substitutes. They 
were prohibited from voting at vestnes, or 
being high or petty constables. An act of the 
English Parliament in this reign opens as 
follows : — ** Whereas attempts have been lately 
made to shake off the subjection of Ireland to 
the imperial crown of these realms, be it en 
acted," &c. &c. In the reign of Gteorge II. 
four-sixths of the population were cut off Ct«». 
the rights of \o\i\i% ^x ^^^oJvnra&^Xs^ '^^^ar^^ 
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sity andcr which they were placed of takin|: 
the oath of supremacy. Barristers and soli- 
citors marrying Catholics are exposed to all 
the penalties of Catholics. Persons rohhed hy 
prirateers during a war with a Catholic state, 
are to be indemnified by a levy on the Catholic 
Inhabitants of the neighbourhood. All mar- 
riages between Catholics and Protestants are 
annulled. All Popish priests celebrating them 
are to be hanged. " This system" (says Ar- 
thur Young) <* has no other tendency than that 
of driving out of the kingdom all the personal 
wealth of the Catholics, and extinguishing 
tfieir industry within it ! and 4be face of the 
country, every object which presents itself to 
travellers, tell him how efiectually this has 
been done." — Younf^t Tour in Ireland, vol. ii. 
p. 48. 

Such is the history of Ireland — ^for we are 
now at our own times ; and the only remain- 
ing question is, whether the system of improve- 
ment and conciliation begun in the reign of 
George III. shall be pursued, and the remain- 
ing incapacities of the Catholics removed, or 
all these concessions be made insignificant by 
an adherence to that spirit of proscription 
which they professed to abolish 1 Looking to 
the sense and reason of the thing, and to the 
ordinary working of humanity and justice, 
when assisted, as they are here, by self-interest 
and worldly policy, it might seem absurd to 
doubt of the result But looking to the facts 
and the persons by which we are now sur- 
rounded, we are constrained to say that we 
creatly fear that these incapacities never will 
be removed, till they are removed by . fear. 
What else, indeed, can we expect when we see 
them opposed by such enlightened men as Mr. 
Peel — faintly assisted by men of such admira- 
Dle genius as Mr. Canning — when royal dukes 
consider it as a compliment to the memory of 
their fathers to continue this miserable system 
of bigotry and exclusion, — when men act igno- 
miniously and contemptibly on this question, 
^ho do so on no other question, — when al- 
most the only persons zealously opposed to 
this general baseness and fatuity are a few 
whigs and reviewers, or here and there a vir- 
tuous poet, like Mr. Mooro 1 We repeat again, 
that the measure never will be effected but by 
fear. In the midst of one of our just and 
necessary wars, the Irish Catholics will com- 
pel this country to grant tliem a great deal 
more than they at present require, or even 
contemplate. We regret most severely the 
protraction of the disease, and the danger of 
the remedy; — ^but in this way it is that human 
affairs are carried on ! 

We are soriy we have nothing for which to 
praise the administration on the subject of the 
Catholic question — but, it is but justice to say, 
that they have been very zealous and active in 
detecting fiscal abuses in Ireland, in improving 
mercantile regulations, and in detecting Irish 
jobs. The commission on which Mr. Wallace 
presided has been of the greatest possible 
utility, and does infinite credit to the govern- 
ment. The name of Mr. Wallace, in any com- 
mission, has now become a pledge to the pub- 
Jic that there is a real intention to investigate 



and correct abuse. He stands in the singalar 
predicament of being equally trusted by the 
rulers and the ruled. It is a new era la go- 
vernment, when such men . are called into 
action ; and, if there were not proclaimed and 
fatal limits to that ministerial liberality — which, 
so far as it goes, we welcome without a gradge, 
and praise without a sneer — we might yet 
hope that, for the sake of mere consistency, 
they might be led to falsify our forebodings. 
But alas ! there are motives more immediate, 
and therefore irresistible ; and the time is not 
yet come, when it will be believed easier to 
govern Ireland by the love of the many than by 
the power of the few — when the paltry and 
dangerous machinery of bigoted faction and 
prostituted patronage may be dispensed with, 
and the vessel of the state be propelled by the 
natural current of popular interests and the 
breath of popular applause. In the mean 
time, we cannot resist the temptation of gracing 
our conclusion with the following beautifiH 
passage, in which the author alludes to the 
hopes that were raised at another great era of 
partial concession and liberality — that of the 
revolution of 1782, — when, also, benefits were 
conferred which proved abortive because they 
were incomplete — and balm poured into the 
wound, where the envenomed shaft was yet left 
to rankle. 

*< And here," says the gallant Captain Rock,— 
" as the free confession of weaknesses consti- 
tutes the chief charm and use of biography— I 
will candidly own that the dawn of prosperity 
and concord, which I now saw breaking over 
the fortunes of my country, so dazzled and de- 
ceived my youthful eyes, and so unsettled every 
hereditary notion of what I owed to my name 
and family, that — shall I confess it? — ^I even 
hailed with pleasure the prospects of peace 
and freedom that seemed opening around me; 
nay, was ready, in the boyish enthusiasm of 
the moment, to sacrifice all my own personal 
interest in all future riots and rebellions, to the 
one bright, seducing object of my country's 
liberty and repose. 

*<When I contemplated such a man as the 
venerable Charlemont, whose nobility was to 
the people like a fort over a valley— elevated 
above them solely for their defence ; who in- 
troduced the polish of the courtier into the 
camp of the freeman, and served his country 
with all that pure, Platonic devotion, which a 
true knight in the times of chivalry proffered 
to his mistress ; — when I listened to the elo- 
quence of Grattan,the very music of freedom— 
her first, fresh matin song, aAer a long night 
of slavery, degradation, and sorrow ; — when I 
saw the bright offerings whicn he brought to 
the shrine of his country, — wisdom, genius, 
courage, and patience, invigorated and embel- 
lished by all those social and domestic virtues, 
without which the loAiest talents stand isolated 
in the moral waste around them, like the pillars 
of Palmjrra towering in a wilderness! — ^when 
I reflected on all this, it not only disheartened 
me for the mission of discord which I had un- 
dertaken, but made me secretly hope that it 
might be rendered unnecessary; and that a 
country, which could produce such men and 
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■mM»ve such a revolntion, might yel— in spite 
of Uie joint efforts of the government and my 
.Hunily-^take her rank in the scale of nations, 
and be happy! 

" My father, however, who saw the momen- 
tary daxzle by which I was affected, soon drew 
me out of this false light of hope in which I 
lay basking, and set the truth before me in a 
way but too convincing and ominous. 'Be 
not deceived, boy,' he would say, * by the fal- 
laeious appearances before you. Eminently 
^reat and good as is the man to whom Ireland 



owes this short era of glory, imr work, believe 
me, will last longer than his. We have- a 
power on our side that 'will not willingly let 
us die;' and, long after Grattan shall have 
disappeared from earthy — like that arrow shot 
into the clouds by Alcestes, effecting nothing, 
but leaving a long train of light behind himr— 
the family of the Rocks will continue to flonrieh 
in all their native glory, upheld by the ever- 
watchful care of the legislature, and fostei^ 
ed by that * nursing-mother of Liberty,' tiM 
Church.'" 



GRANBY.* 

[EniNBTTaaH Review, 1826.] 



Taaas is nothing more amusing in the spec- 
tacles of the present day, than to see the Sir 
Johns and Sir Thomases of the House of Com- 
mons struck aghast by the useful science and 
wise novelties of Mr. Huskisson and the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. Treason, Disaffection, 
Atheism, Republicanism, and Socinianism — 
the great guns in the Noodle's park of artillery 
-»they cannot bring to bear upon these gentle- 
men. Even to charge with a regiment of an- 
cestors is not quite so efficacious as it used to 
be ; and all that remains, therefore, is to rail 
against Peter M'Culloch and political econo- 
my! In the mean time, day after day, down 
goes one piece of nonsense or another. The 
most approved trash, and the most trusty cla- 
mours, are found to be utterly powerless. Two- 
penny taunts and trumpery truisms have lost 
their destructive omnipotence; and the ex- 
hausted commonplace-man, and the afflicted 
fool, moan over the ashes of imbecility, and 
strew flowers on the urn of ignorance! Gene- 
ral Elliot found the London tailors in a state 
of mutiny, and he raised from them a regiment 
of light cavalry, which distinguished itself in 
a very striking manner at the battle of Minden. 
In humble imitation of this example, we shall 
avail ourselves of the present political disaf- 
fection and unsatisfactory idleness of many 
men of rank and consequence, to request their 
attention to the Novel of Granby — written, as 
we have heard, by a young gentleman of the 
name of Lister,f and from which we have de- 
rived a considerable deal of pleasure and en- 
tertainment 

The main question as to a novel is—did it 
amuse ? were you surprised at dinner coming 
so soon ! did you mistake eleven for ten, and 
twelve for eleven 1 were you too late to dress? 
and did you sit up beyond the usual hour ? If 
a novel produces these effects, it is good ; if it 
does not — story, language, love, scandal itself, 
cannot save it. It is only meant to please; and 
it must do that, or it does nothing. Now 

* Oreinby. A ^Tevel in Three Volwmu. London, Col- 
burn, 1820. 

t Tbis la the gentleman who now keeps the kayi of 
liUb and Death, the Janitor of the world. 



Granby seems to us to answer this test ex- 
tremely well; it produces unpunctuality, makes 
the reader too late for dinner, impatient of con- 
tradiction, and inattentive,— even if a biriiop 
is making an observation, or a gentlemaa 
lately from the Pyramids, or the Upper Cata- 
racts, is let loose upon the drawing-room. The 
objection, indeed, to these compositions, whea 
they are well done, is, that it is impossible to do 
any thing, or perform any human duty, while 
we are engaged in them. Who can read Mr. 
Hallam's Middle Ages, or extract the root of 
an impossible quantity, or draw up a bond, 
when he is in the middle of Mr. Trebeck and 
Lady Charlotte Duncan 1 How can Ae hofn 
lesson be heard, about the Jove-nourished 
Achilles, or his six miserable verses upon Dido 
be corrected, when Henry Granby and Mr. 
Courtenay are both making love to Miss ier* 
myn? Common life palls in the middle- of 
these artificial scenes. All is emotion wlien 
the book is open — all dull, flat, and feeble whea 
it is shut. 

Granby, a young man of no profession, living 
with an old uncle in the country, falls in love 
with Miss Jermyn, and Miss Jermyn with him; 
but Sir Thomas and Lady Jerm3m, aa tiw 
young gentleman is not rich, having discover- 
ed, by long living in the world and patteat 
observation of its ways, that young people are 
commonly Malthus-proof and have children, 
and that young and old must eat, very naturally 
do what they can to discourage the union. The 
young people, however, both go to town — meet 
at balls — flutter, blush, look and cannot speak 
— speak and cannot look« — suspect, misinter- 
pret, are sad and mad, peevish and jeakras* 
fond and foolish; but the passion, after all« 
seems less near to its accomplishment at tiw 
end of the season than the beginning. The 
uncle of Granby, however, dies, and leavee to 
his nephew a statement accompanied with die 
requisite proofs — that Mr.Tyrrel,the snppoeed 
son of Lord Malton, is illegitimate, and that 
he, Granby, is the heir to I^rd Malton's for- 
tune. The second volu me is now far advanced, 
and it is time for Lord Malton to die. AcoorA* 
ing\y Mr. Lister very \udifiiai«uk| ^^-^t&^M^ 
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him; Granbj inherits the estate — ^his virtves 
(for what shows off virtiie like landl) are 
diseoyered bj the Jermjms — and they many in 
the last act. 

Upon this slender story, the author has snc- 
eeeded in making a very agreeable and inte- 
resting novel ; and he has succeeded, we thinks 
chiefly, by the very easy and natural picture 
of manners, as they really exist among the 
vpper classes ; by the description of new cba- 
racters judiciously drawn and faithfully pre- 
served ; and by the introduction of many strik- 
ing and well-managed incidents ; and we are 
particularly struck throughout the whole with 
the discretion and good sense of the author. 
He is never nimiout ; there is nothing in ex- 
cess ; there is a good deal of fancy and a great 
deal of spirit at work, but a directing and 
snperintending judgment rarely quits him. 

We would instance, as a proof of his tact 
and talent, the visit at Lord Daventry*s, and 
the description of characters of which the party 
is composed. There are absolutely no events ; 
nobody runs away, goes mad, or dies. There 
in little of love, or of hatred ; no great passion 
comes into play ; but nothing can be farther 
removed* from dulness and insipidity. Who 
has ever lived in the world without often 
meeting the Miss Cliflons ? 

"The Miss Cliftons were good-humoured 
girls ; not handsome, but of pleasing manners, 
and sufficiently, clever to keep up the ball of 
conversation very agreeably for an occasional 
half hour. They were always au courant du 
jour, and knew and saw the first of every thing 
—were in the earliest confidence of many a 
bride elect, and could frequently tell that a 
marriage was * off* long after it had been an- 
nounced as *on the tapis* in the morning 
papers — always knew something of the new 
opera, or the new Scotch novel, before any 
body else did — ^were the first who made fizgigs, 
or acted charades— contrived to have private 
views of most exhibitions, and were suppose^] 
to have led the fashionable throng to the 
Caledonian Chapel, Cross Street, Hatton Gar- 
den. Their employments were like those of 
most other girls; they sang, played, drew, 
rode, read occasionally, spoiled much muslin, 
manufactured purses, handscreens, and reti- 
cules for a repositor}', and transcribed a con- 
aiderable quantity of music out of large fair 
print into diminutive manuscript 

"Miss Clifton was clever and accomplished; 
ralher cold, but very conversable; collected 
seals, franks, and anecdotes of the day ; and 
was a greater retailer of the latter. Anne was 
odd and entertaining; was a formidable quiz- 
ler, and no mean caricaturist; liked fun in 
most shapes; and next to making people 
laugh, had rather they stared at what she said. 
Maria was the echo of the other two: vouched 
for all Miss Clifton's anecdotes, and led the 
laugh at Anne*s repartees. They were plain, 
and they knew it; and cared less about it than 
Toimg ladies usually do. Their plainness, 
aowever, would have been less striking, but 
for that hard, pale, par-boiled town look,— that 
stamp of fashion, with which late hours and 
hot rooms generally endow the female face.*' i 
— ^/7. 103—105.) I 



Having introduced onr reader to the Mifli 
Cliftons, we must make him acquainted with 
Mr. Trebeck, one of those universally appear* 
ing gentlemen and tremendous table tyrantib 
by whom London society is so firequectly go* 
vemed>— 

*< Mr. Trebeck had great powers of enter- 
tainment, and a keen and lively turn for . 
satire; and could talk down his superiors* 
whether in rank or talent, with very imposing 
confidence. He saw the advantages of being 
formidable, and observed with derision how 
those whose malignity he pampered with 
ridicule of others, vainly thought to purchase 
by subserviency exeoiption for themselves. 
He had sounded the gullibility of the world ; 
knew the precise current value of pretension ; 
and soon found himself the acknowledged 
umpire, the last appeal, of many contented 
followers. 

*<He seldom committed himself by praise or 
recommendation, but rather left his example 
and adoption to work its way. As for censure 
he had both ample and witty store ; but here 
too he often husbanded his remarks, and where 
it was needless or dangerous to define a faulu 
could check admiration by an incredulous 
smile, and depress pretensions of a season's 
standing by the raising of an eyebrow. He 
had a quick perception of the foibles of others* 
and a keen relish for bantering and exposing 
them. No keeper of a menagerie could better 
show off a monkey than he could an ' originaL' 
He could ingeniously cause the unconscious 
subject to place his own absurdities in the 
best point of view, and would cloak his deri- 
sion under the blandest cajolery. Imitators he 
loved much; but to bafHe them — more. He 
loved to turu upon the luckless adopters of 
his last folly, and sec them precipitately back 
out of the scrape into which himself had led 
them. 

" In the art of cutting he shone unrivalled : 
he knew the *when,* the * where,* and the 
'how.* Without affecting useless short-sight- 
edness, he could assume that calm but wan- 
dering gaze which veers, as if unconsciously, 
round the proscribed individual ; neither fix- 
ing, nor to be fixed; not looking on vacancy, 
nor on any one object ; neither occupied nor 
abstracted ; a look which perhaps excuses you 
to the person cut, and, at any rate, prevents 
him from accosting you. Originality was his 
idol. He wished to astonish, even if he did 
not amuse ; and had rather say a silly thing 
than a commonplace one. He was led by this 
sometimes even to approach the verge of 
rudeness and vulgarity ; but he had consider- 
able tact, and a happy hardihood, which gene- 
rally carried him through the difficulties into 
which his fearless love of originality brought 
him. Indeed, he well knew that what would, 
in the present condition of his reputation, be 
sconted in any body else, would pass current 
with the world in him. Such was the fai^ 
famed and redoubtable Mr. Trebeck." — (pp. 
109—112.) 

This sketch we think exceedingly clever. 
But we are not sure that its merit is fully sus« 
iained by the actual presentment of its subieou 
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He makes bis debut at dinner very cbaracter- 
istically, by gliding in quietly after it is half 
over ; but in the dialogue which follows with 
Miss Jermyn, he seems to us a little too reso- 
lutely witty, and somewhat affectedly odd — 
though the whole scene is executed with spirit 
and talent 

*• The duke had been discoursing on cookery, 
when Mr. Trebeck turned to her, and asked in 
a low tone if she had ever met the duke before 
— * I assure you,' said he, ' that upon that sub- 
ject he is welhworth attending to. He is sup- 
posed to possess more true science than any 
amateur of his day. By the bye, what is the 
dish before you 1 It looks well, and I see you 
are eating some of it Let me recommend it 
to him upon your authority ; I dare not upon 
my own.* — *Then pray do not use mine.' — 
'Yes, I will, with your permission; I'll tell 
him you thought, by what dropped from him 
in conversation, that it would exactly suit the 
genius of his taste. Shall 11 Yes* — Duke,* 
(raising his voice a little, and speaking across 
the table, W* Oh, no ! how can you V — * Why 
nott — ^Duke,* (with a glance at Caroline,) 

* will you allow me to take wine with you V — 

* I thought,' said she, relieved from her trepida- 
tion, and laughing slightly, * you would never 
say any thing so very strange.* — * You have too 
good an opinion of me ; I blush for my un- 
worthiness. But confess, that in fact you were 
rather alarmed at the idea of being held up to 
such a critic as the recommender of a bad 
dish.' — ^*0h, no, I was not thinking of that; 
but I hardly know the duke: and it would 
have seemed so odd; and perhaps he might 
have thought that I had really told you to say 
something of that kind-* — ' Of course he would; 
but you must not suppose that he would have 
been at all surprised at it I'm afraid you are 
not aware of the full extent of your privileges, 
and are not conscious how many things young 
ladies can, and may, and will do.* — * Indeed I 
am not — perhaps you will instinct me.* — *Ah, 
I never do that for any body. I like to see 
young ladies instruct themselves. It is better 
for them, 'and much more amusing to me. 
But, however, for once I will venture to tell 
you, that a very competent knowledge of the 
duties of women may, with proper attention, 
be picked up in a ball room.* — * Then I hope,' 
said she, laughing, *you will attribute my defi- 
ciency to my little experience of ball. I have 
only been at two.* — ^•Only two! and one of 
them L suppose a race ball. Then you have 
not yet experienced any of the pleasures of a 
London season 1 Never had the dear delight 
of seeing and being seen, in a well of tall 
people at a rout, or passed a pleasant hour at 
a ball upon a staircase 1 I envy you. You 
have much to enjoy.' — * You do not mean that 
I really have?' — *Yes — really. But let me 
give you a caution or two. Never dance with 
any man without first knowing his character 
and condition, on the word of two credible 
chaperons. At balls, too, consider what you 
come for — to dance of course, and not to con- 
verse ; therefore, never talk yourself, nor 
encourage it in others.' — * I'm afraid I can only 
»mswer for myself.* — * Why, if foolish, well- 
meaning people will choose to be entertaining, 
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I question if you have the power of frowning 
them down in a very forbidden manner: but I 
would give them no countenance neverthe- 
less.' — * Your advice seems a little ironical.'-^ 

* Oh, you may either follow it or reverse it — 
that is its chief beauty. It is equally good 
taken either way.* — After a slight pause, he 
continued — * I hope you do not sing, or play, 
or draw, or do any thing that every body else 
does.' — 'I am obliged to confess that I do* a 
little — very little — in each.' — ^* I 'understand 
your " very little :** I'm afraid you are accom- 
plished.' — ^*You need have no fear of that 
But why are you an enemy to all accomplish- 
ments V — * All accomplishments 1 Nay, surely, 
you do not think me an enemy to alii What 
can you possibly lake me fori* — *I do not 
know,' said she, laughing slightly. — ^* Yes, I see 
you do not know exactly what to make of me 
— and you are not without your apprehensions. 
I can perceive that, though you try to conceal 
them. — But never mind. I am a safe person 
to sit near — sometimes. I am to-day. This is 
one of my lucid intervals. I'm much better, 
thanks to my keeper. There he is, on the • 
other side of the table — the tall man in black,' 
(pointing out Mr. Bennet) * a highly respect- 
able kind of person. I came with him here 
for change of air. How do you think I look 
at present?' — Caroline could not answer him 
for laughing. — * Nay,' said he, * it is cruel to 
laugh' on such a subject It is very hard that 
you should do that, and misrepresent my 
meaning too.' — ^*Well then,' said Caroline, 
resuming a respectable portion of gravity, 

• that I may not be guilty of that again, what 
accomplishments do you allow to be tolerable t' 
— * Let me see,* said he, with a look of consi- 
deration ; * you may play a waltz with one 
hand, and dance as little as you think conve- 
nient You may draw caricatures of your 
intimate friends. You may not sing a note of 
Rossini; nor sketch gateposts and donkeys • 
after nature. You may sit to a harp, but you 
need not play it You must not paint minia- 
tures nor copy Swiss costumes. But you may 
manufacture any thing — from a cap down to 

a pair of shoes — always remembering that the 
less useful your work the better. Can you 
remember all this?' — ^*I do not know,' said 
she, * it comprehends so much ; and I am 
rather puzzled between the "mays" and "must 
nots." However, it seems, according to your 
code, that very little is to be required of me ; 
for you have not mentioned any thing that I 
positively mu»t do' — *Ah, well, I can reduce 
all to a ycry small compass. You must be an 
archcress in the summer, and a skater in the 
winter, and play well at billiards all the year; 
and if you do these extremely well, my admira- 
tion will have no bounds.' — * I believe I must 
forfeit all claim to your admiration then,.for 
unfortunately I am not so gifted.'— ' Then you 
must place it to the account of your other 
gifts.' — * Certainly — when it comes.' — ^ Oh it is 
sure to come, as you well know : but, never* 
theless, I like that incredulous look extremely.' 
— Re then turned away, thinking probably 
that he had paid her the compliment of sum 
cient attention, and hegan a conversation with 
the duchess, which was caxyvrA. ^jkv 'vbl "«»^.'%. 
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well-regulated under tone, as to be perfectly 
inaudible to any but themselves." — (pp. 92 — 
990 

The bustling importance of Sir Thomas 
Jermyu, the fat duke and his right hand man, 
the blunt toad-eater, Mr. Charlecote, a loud 
noisy sportsman, and Lady Jermyn's worldly 
prudence, are all displayed and managed with 
considerable skill and great power of amusing. 
One little sin against good taste, our author 
sometimes commits — an error from which Sir 
Walter Scott is not exempt. We mean the 
humour of giving characteristic names to per- 
sons and places; for instance, Sir Thomas 
Jermyn is Member of Parliament for the town 
of Rottenborough. This very easy and appel- 
lative jocularity seems to us, we confess, to 
savour a little of vulgaritv ; and is therefore 

Suite as unworthy of Mr. Lister, as Dr. Dryas- 
nst is of Sir Walter Scott. The plainest 
■ames which can be found (Smith, Thomson, 
Johnson, and Simson, always excepted) are 
the best for novels. Lord Chesterton we have 
often met with ; and suffered a good deal from 
.his lordship: a heavy, pompous, meddling 
peer, occupying a great share of the conversa- 
tion — saying things in ten words which re- 
quired only two, and evidently convinced that 
he is making a great impression ; a large man, 
with a large head, and very landed manner ; 
knowing enough to torment his fellow-crea- 
tures, not to instruct them — the ridicule of 
young ladies, and the natural butt and target 
of wit. It is easy to talk of carnivorous ani- 
mals and beasts of prey ; but does such a man, 
who lays waste a whole party of civilized 
beings by prosing, reflect upon the joy he 
Spoils, and the misery he creates, in the course 
of his life? and that any one who listens to 
him through politeness, would prefer tooth- 
ache or earache to his conversation? Does 
he consider the extreme uneasiness which 
ensues, when the company have discovered a 
man to be an extremely absurd person, at the 
. same time that it is absolutely impossible to 
convey, by words or manner, the most distant 
suspicion of the discovery? And then, who 
punishes this bore ? What sessions and what 
assizes for him? What bill is found against 
him? Who indicts him? When the judges 
have gone their vernal and autumnal rounds 
^he sheep-stealer disappears — the swindler 
gets ready for the Bay — the solid parts of the 
murderer are preserved in anatomical collec- 
tions. But, after twenty years of crime, the 
bore is discovered in the same house, in the 
same attitude, eating the same soup, — unpu- 
nished, untried, undisscctcd — no scafl^bld, no 
skeleton — no mob of gentlemen and ladies to 
gupc over his last dying speech and confes- 
sion. 

The scene of quizzing the country neigh- 
bours is well imagined, and not ill executed ; 
though there are many more fortunate pas- 
sages in the book. The elderly widows of the 
metropolis beg, through us, to return their 
tiianks to Mr. Lister for the following agree- 
able portrait of Mrs. Dormer. 

" It would be difficult to find a more pleasing 

example than Mrs. Dormer, of that much 

/JlM^JJod class of elderly ladies of the world, 



who are presumed to be happy only at tha 
card table; to grow in bitterness as they 
advanced in years, and to haunt, like restless 
ghosts, those busy circles which they no 
longer either enliven or adorn. Such there 
may be ; but of these she was not one. She 
was the frequenter of society, but not its slave. 
She had great natural benevolence of disposi- 
tion ; a friendly vivacity of manners, which 
endeared her to the young, and a steady good 
sense, which commanded the respect of her 
contemporaries ; and many, who did not agree 
with her on particular points, were willing to 
allow that there was a good deal of reason in 
Mrs. Dormer's prej'udicet. She was, perhaps, a 
little blind to the faults of her friends ; a defect 
of which the world could not cure her; but 
she was very kind to their virtues. She was 
fond of young people, and had an unimpaired 
gaiety about her, which seemed to expand in 
the contact with them ; and she was anxious 
to promote, for their sake, even those amuse- 
ments for which she had lost all taste herseUl 
She was — ^but aAer all, she will be best de- 
scribed .by negatives. She was not a match- 
maker, or mischief-maker; nor did she plume 
herself upon her charity, in implicitly believ- 
ing only just half of what the world says. 
She was no retailer of scandalous *oh diitJ 
She did not combat wrinkles with rouge ; nor 
did she labour to render years less respected 
by a miserable affectation of girlish fashions. 
She did not stickle for the inviolable exclosive- 
ness of certain sects ; nor was she afraid of 
being known to visit a friend in an unfashion- 
able quarter of the town. She was no wor- 
shipper of mere rank. She did not patronize 
oddities; nor sanction those who delight in 
braving the rules of common decency. She 
did not evince her sense of propriety, by 
shaking hands with the recent defendant in a 
crim. con. cause ; nor exhale her devotion in 
Sunday routs."— (pp. 243, 244.) 

Mrs. Clotworthy, we are afraid, will not be 
quite so well pleased with the description of 
her rout. Mrs. Clotworthy is one of those 
ladies who have ices, fiddlers, and fine rooms^ 
but no fine friends. But fine friends may 
always be had, where there are ices, fiddlers, 
and fine rooms : and so, with ten or a dozen 
stars and an Oonalaska chief; and, followed 
by all vicious and salient London, Mrs. Clo^ 
worthy takes the field. 

" The poor woman seemed half dead with 
fatigue already; and we cannot venture to say 
whether the prospect of five hours more of 
this high-wrought enjoyment tended much to 
brace her to the task. It was a brilliant sight, 
and an interesting one, if it could have been 
viewed from some fair vantage ground, with 
ample space, in coolness and in quiet. Rank, 
beauty, and splendour, were richly blended. 
The gay attire ; the glittering jewels ; the more 
resplendent features they adorned, and too 
frequently the rouged cheek of the sexage- 
narian; the vigilant chaperon; the fair but 
languid form which she conducted ; well curled 
heads, well propped with starch; well whis- 
kered guardsmen; and here and there fat, good- 
humoured, elderly gentlemen, with stars upon 
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their coats; — all these united in one close | 
medley — a cnrioos piece of living mosaic* 
Most of them came to see and be seen; some 
of the most youthful professedly to dance; 
yet how could they 1 at any rate they tried.^ — 
They stood, if they could, with their Tis-i*vis 
facing them, — and sidled across — and back 
again, and made one step— or two if there was 
room, to the right or left, and joined handf^j 
and set — ^perhaps, and turned their partners^ 
or dispensed with it if necessary — and so on 
to the end of < La Finale ;* and then comes a 
waltz for the few who choose it — and then 
another squeezy quadrille — and so on — ^aud on, 
till the weary many * leave ample room and 
verge enough' for the persevering few to figure 
in with greater freedom. 

"But then they talk ; oh! ay! true, we must 
not forget the charms of conversation. Aud 
what passes between nine-tenths of ih&xn \ 
Remarks on the heat of the room; the ^tate 
of the crowd; the impossibility of dancing,', 
and the propriety nevertheless of attenijitin!^^ 
it; that on last Wednesday was a bad Almnok's, 
and on Thursday a worse Opera ; that the new 
ballet is supposed to be good; mutual inquiri<?!^ 
how they like Pasta, or Catalani, or wh<n?rcr 
the syren of the day may be; whether ihpy 
have been at Lady A/s, and whether thf^y are 
going to Mrs. B.*s; whether they think ML^^ 
Such-a-one handsome ! and what is the tiamc 
of the gentleman talking to her; whether Ros- 
sini's music makes the best quadrilles, and 
whether CoUinet's band are the best to pJay 
them. There are many who pay in better 
coin ; but the small change is much of Ihia 
description."— (L 249—251.) 

We consider the following description of 
London, as it appears to a person walking 
home after a rout, at four or five o'clock in 
the morning, to be as poetical as any thing 
written on the forests of Guiana, or the falls 
of Niagara: — 

" Granby followed them with his eyes j and 
now, too full of happiness to be accessible to 
any feelings of jealousy or repining, aft^r a 
short reverie of the purest satisfaction, Ik.^ U'U 
the ball, and sallied out into the fresh cfH^l nir 
of a summer morning — suddenly passing fVoni 
the red glare of lamp-light, to the clear BfthcT 
brightness of returning day. He walked cht'cr- 
fully onward, refreshed and exhilarated by tlie 
air of morning, and interested with the scene 
around him. It was broad day-light, and he 
viewed the town under an aspect in which it 
is alike presented to the late retiring votary 
of pleasure, and to the early rising sotjs of 
business. He stopped on the pavement of 
Oxford street, to contemplate the effect. The 
whole extent of that long vista, unclouded by 
the mid-day smoke, was distinctly visible \o 
his eye at once. The houses shrunk to half 
their span, while the few visible spires of the 
adjacent churches seemed to rise less distant 
than before, gaily lipped with early sunshine, 
and much diminished in apparent size, but 
heightened in distinctness and in beauty. Had 
it not been for the cool gray tint which slis^hily 
mingled with every object, the brightness wa-s 
almost that of noon. But the life, the bustle 



the busy din, the flowing tide of humian exis^ 
enee, were all wanting to complete the simili- 
tude. All was hushed and silent; and this 
mighty receptacle of human beings, which i^ 
few short hours would wake into active energy 
and motion, seemed like a city of the dead. 

** There was little to break this solemn illu- 
sion. Around were the monuments of human 
exertion, but the hands which formed them 
were no longer there. Few, if any, were the 
S3rmptoms of life. No sounds were heard but 
the heavy creaking of a solitary wagon ; the 
twittering of an occasional sparrow ; the mo- 
notonous tone of the drowsy watchman ; and 
the distant rattle of the retiring carriage, fading 
on the ear till it melted into silence : and the 
eye that searched for living objects fell on 
nothing but the grim great-coated guardian of 
the night, muffled up into an appearance of 
doubtful character between bear and man, and 
scarcely distinguishable, by the colour of his 
dress, from the brown flags along which he 
sauntered-"— (pp. 297—299.) 

One of the most prominent characters of 
the book, and the best drawn, is that of Tyrrel, 
son of Lord Malton, a noble blackleg, a titled 
gamester, and a profound plotting villain— a 
man, in comparison of whom, nine-tenths of 
the persons hung in Newgate are pure and per- 
fect. The profound dissimulation and wicked 
artifices of this diabolical person are painted, 
with great energy and power of description.' 
The party at whist made to take in Granby is 
very good, and that part of the story where 
Granby compels Tyrrel to refund what he has 
won of Courtenay is of first-rate dramatic ex- 
cellence ; and if any one wishes for a short 
and convincing proof of the powers of tfie 
writer of this novel — to that scene we refer 
him. It shall be the taster of the cheese, and 
we are convinced it will sell the whole article. 
We are so much struck with it, that we advise 
the author to consider seriously whether he 
could not write a good play. It is many years 
since a good play has been written. It is about 
time, judging from the common economy of 
nature, that a good dramatic writer should ap- 
pear. We promise Mr. Lister sincerely, that 
the Edinburgh Review shall rapidly undeceive 
him if he mistakes his talents ; and that his 
delusion shall not last beyond the first trage^ 
or comedy. 

The picture at the exhibition is extremely 
well managed, and all the various love-tricks 
of attempting to appear indifferent, are, aa 
well as we can remember, from the life. 
But it is thirty or forty years since we have 
been in love. 

The horror of an affectionate and dexterous 
mamma is a handsome young man without 
money : and the following lecture deserves to 
be committed to memory by all managing 
mothers, and repeated at proper intervals to 
the female progeny. 

" * True, my love, but understand me. I don't 
wish you positively to avoid him. I would not 
go away, for instance, if I saw him coming, or 
even turn my head that I might not see him as 
he passed. That would be too broad and 
marked. People might notice iu \.^ nr^s^S*.^ 
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look partieular. We should never do any thing 
that looks particular. No, I would answer him 
ciyilly and composedly whenever he spoke to 
me, and then pass on, just as you might in the 
case of any body else. But I leave ail this to 
vour own tact and discretion, of which nobody 
has more for her age. I am sure you can 
enter into all these niceties, and that my obser- 
vations will not be lost upon you. And now, 
my love, let me mention another thing. You 
must get over that little embarrassment which 
I see you show whenever you meet him. It 
was very natural and excusable the first time, 
considering our long acquaintance with him and 
ihe General: but we must make our conduct 
conform to circumstances ; so try taget the bet- 
ter of this little flutter : it does not look well, and 
might be observed. There is no quality more 
valuable in a young person than self-posses- 
sion. So you must keep down these blushes,' 
uiid she, patting her on the cheek, < or I believe 
I must rouge you: — though it would be a 
thousand pities, with the pretty natural colour 
you have. But you must remember what I 
have been saying. Be more composed in your 
behaviour. Try to adopt the manner which I 
• do. It may be diiiicult ; but ypu see I con- 
trive it, and I have known Mr. Granby a great 
deal longer than you have, Caroline.' " — (pp. 
81, 22.) 

These principles are of the highest practical 
importance in an age when the art of marrying 
daughters is carried to the highest pitch of 
excellence, when love must be made to the 
young men of fortune, not only by the young 
lady, who must appear to be dying for him, but 
by the father, mother, aunts, cousins, tutor, 
gamekeeper, and stable-boy — assisted by the 

8 arson of the parish, and the churchwardens. 
f any of these fail. Dives pouts, and the match 
is off. 

The merit of this writer is, that he catches 
delicate portraits, which a less skilful artist 
would pass over, from not thinking the fea- 
tures sufficiently marked. We are struck, 
however, with the resemblance, and are pleased 
with the conquest of difficulties — ^we remem' 
ber to have Seen such faces, and are sensible 
that they form an agreeable variety to the ex- 
pression of more marked and decided cha- 
racter. Nobody, for instance, can deny that he 
is acquainted with Miss Darrell. 

"Miss Darrell was not strictly a beauty. She 
had not, as was frequently observed by her 
female friends, and unwillingly admitted by 
her male admirers, a single truly good feature 
in her face. But who could quarrel with the 
tout tntemble? who but must be dazzled with 
tb« graceful animation with which those fea- 
lares were lighted up 1 Let critics hesitate to 



pronounce her beautiAil; at any rate they 
must allow her to be fascinating. Place a 
perfect stranger in a crowded assembly, and 
she would first attract his eye ; correcter bean- 
ties would pass unnoticed, and his first atten- 
tion would be riveted by her. She was all 
brilliancy and effect ; but it were hard to say 
she studied it ; so little did her spontaneous, 
airy graces convey the impression of premedi- 
tated practice. She was a sparkling tissue of 
little affectations, which, however, appeared so 
interwoven with herself, that their seeming 
artlessness disarmed one's censure. Strip 
them away, and you destroyed at once the 
brilliant being that so much attracted you ; and 
it thus became difficult to condenm what you 
felt unable, and, indeed, unwilling, to remove. 
With positive affectation, malevolence itself 
could rarely charge her ; and prudish censure 
seldom exceeded the guarded limits of a diy 
remark, that Miss Darrell had < a good deid 
of manner.* 

''Eclat she sought and gained. Indeed, she 
was both formed to gain it, and disposed to 
desire it. But she required an extensive sphere. 
A ball-room was her true arena; for she waltz- 
ed ' a ravir* and could talk enchantingly about 
nothing. She was devoted to fashion, and all 
its fickleness, and went to the extreme when- 
ever she could do so consistently with grace. 
But she aspired to be a leaidcr as well as a fol- 
lower ; seldom, if ever, adopted a mode that 
was unbecoming to herself, and dressed to suit 
the genius of her face." — (pp. 28, 29.) 

Tremendous is the power of a novelist ! If 
four or five men are in a room, and show a 
disposition to break the peace, no human ma- 
gistrate (not even Mr. Justice Bayley) could 
do more than bind them over to keep the peace, 
and commit them if they refused. But the 
writer of the novel stands with a pen in his 
hand, and can run any of them through the 
body,— can knock down any one individual, 
and keep the others upon their legs ; or, like 
the last scene in the first tragedy written by a 
young man of genius, can put them all to 
death. Now, an author possessing such ex- 
traordinary privileges, should not have allowed 
Mr. Tyrrel to strike Granby. This is ill-ma- 
naged ; particularly as Granby docs not return 
the blow, or turn him out of the house. Nobody 
should suffer his hero to have a black eye, or 
to be pulled by the nose. The Iliad would 
never have come down to these times if Agar 
memnon had given Achilles a box on the 
ear. We should have trembled for the ^neid, 
if any Tyrian nobleman had kicked the pious 
iEneas in the 4th book. iEneas may have de- 
served it ; but he could not have founded the 
Roman empire after so distressing an accident. 
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It is now little more than half a century 
since the English first began to establish them- 
selves in any force upon the peninsula of 
India ; and we at present possess in that coun- 
try a more extensive territory, and a more nu- 
merous population, than any European power 
can boast of at home. In no instance has the 
genius of the English, and their courage, shone 
forth more conspicuously than in their contest 
with the French for the empire of India. The 
numbers on both sides were always inconsider- 
able ; but the two nations were fairly matched 
against each other, in the cabinet and in the 
field ; the struggle was long and obstinate; and, 
at the conclusion, the French remained mas- 
ters of a dismantled town, and the English of 
the grandest and most extensive colony that 
the world has ever seen. To attribute this 
success to the superior genius of Clive, is not 
to diminish the reputation it confers on his 
country, which reputation must of course be 
elevated by the number of great men to which 
it gives birth. But the French were by no 
means deficient in casualties of genius at that 
period, unless Bussy is to be considered as a 
man of common stature of mind, or Dupleix to 
bs classed with the vulgar herd of politicians. 
Neither was Clive (though he clearly stands 
forward as the most prominent figure in the 
group) without the aid of some military men 
of very considerable talents. Clive extended 
our Indian empire; but General Lawrence 
preserved it to be extended; and the former 
caught, perhaps, from the latter, that military 
spirit by which he soon became a greater 
soldier than him, without whom he never 
would have been a soldier at all. 

Gratifying as these reflections upon our 
prowess in India are to national pride, they 
bring with them the painful reflection, that so 
considerable a portion of our strength and 
wealth is vested upon such precarious founda- 
tions, and at such an immense distance from 
the parent country. The glittering fragments 
of the Portuguese empire, scattered up and 
down the East, should teach us the instability 
of such dominion. We are (it is true) better 
capable of preserving what we have obtained, 
than any other nation which has ever colonized 
in Southern Asia: but the object of ambition 
is so tempting, and ihe perils to which it is 
exposed so numerous, that no calculating mind 
can found any durable conclusions upon this 
branch of our commerce, and this source of 
our strength. 

In the acquisition of Ceylon, we have ob- 
tained the greatest of all our wants — a good 
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harbour. For it is a very singular fact, tha^ 
in the whole peninsula of India, Bombay is 
alone capable of afibrding a safe retreat to 
ships during the period of the monsoons. 

The geographical figure of our possessions 
in Ceylon i$ whimsical enough : we possess 
the whole of the sea-coast, and enclose in a pe- 
riphery the unfortunate King of Candia, whose 
rugged and mountainous dominions maybe 
compared to a coarse mass of iron, set in ft 
circle of silver. The Popilian ring, in which 
this votary of Buddha has been so long held 
by the Portuguese and Dutch, has infused tiie 
most vigilant jealousy into the government, 
and rendered it as difficult to enter the king- 
dom of Candia, as if it were Paradise or China ; 
and yet, once there, always there ; for the dif- 
ficulty of departing is just as great as the diffi- 
culty of arriving; and his Candian excellency, 
who has used every device in his power to 
keep them out, is seized with such an afi*ection 
for those who bafiSe his defensive artifices, 
that he can on no account sufier them to de- 
part He has been known to detain a string 
of four or five Dutch embassies, till various 
members of the legation died of old age at his 
court, while they were expecting an answer to 
their questions, and a return to their presents :* 
and his majesty once exasperated a little 
French ambassador to snch a degree, by the 
various pretences under which he kept him at 
his court, that this lively member of the corps 
diplomatique, one day, in a furious passion, 
-attacked six or seven of his majesty^s largest 
elephants sword in hand, and would, in all 
probability, have reduced them to mince-meat^ 
if the poor beasts had not been saved from the 
unequal combat 

The best and most ample account of Ceylon 
is contained in the narrative of Robert Knox, 
who, in the middle of the 17th century, was 
taken prisoner there (while refitting his ship) 
at the age of nineteen, and remained nineteen 
years on the island, in slavery to the King of 
Candia. During this period, he learnt the 
language, and acquired a thorough knowledge 
of the people. The account he has given of 
them is extremely entertaining, and written in 
a very simple and unaffected style ; so mueh 
so, indeed, that he presents his reader with a 
very grave account of the noise the deftl 
makes in the woods of Candia, and of the fre- 
quent opportunities he has had of hearing him* 

Mr. Percival does not pretend to deal with 
the devil; but appears to have used the hit 
and natural resources of observation and good 
sense, to put together an interesting description 
of Ceylon. There is nothing in «he book very 
animated, or very profound, but It is withoat 



* Knox*s Ceylon. 



WORKS OF THE KEY. SYDNEY SMITH. 



pretensions ; and if it does not excite attention 
by any unnsaal powers of description, it never 
disgusts by credulity, wearies by prolixity, or 
ofiends by aflectation. It is such an account 
as a plain military man of diligence and com- 
mon sense might be expected to compose ; and 
narratives like these we must not despise. To 
military men we have been, and must be, in- 
debted for our first acquaintance with the inte- 
rior of many countries. Conquest has explored 
more than, ever curiosity has done ; and the 
|Mith for science has been commonly opened 
oj the sword. 

We shall proceed to give a very summary 
abstract of the principal contents of Mr. Per- 
cival's book. 

The immense accessions of territory which 
the English have acquired in the East Indies 
since the American war, rendered it absolutely 
necessary, that some effort should be made to 
obtain possession of a station where ships might 
remain in safety during the violent storms in- 
cidental to that climate. As the whole of that 
large tract which we possess along the Coro- 
mandel coast presents nothing but open roads, 
all vessels are obliged, on the approach of 
th« monsoons, to stand out in the open seas ; and 
there are many parts of the coast that can be 
approached only during a few months of the 
year. As the harbour of Trincomalee, which 
IS equally secure at all seasons, afforded the 
means of obviating these disadvantages, it is 
evident that, on the first rupture with the Dutch, 
onr countrymen would attempt to gain posses- 
sion of it. A body of troops was, in conse- 
quence, detached in the year 1795, for the 
conquest of Ceylon, which (in consequence 
of the indiscipline which political dissension 
had introduced among the Dutch troops) was 
effected almost without opposition. 

Ceylon is now inhabited by the English; 
the remains of the Dutch, and Portuguese, the 
Cinglese or natives, subject to the dominion 
of the Europeans ; the Candians, subject to the 
king of their own name ; and the Yaddabs, or 
wild men, subject to no power. A Ceylonese 
Dotchman is a course, grotesque species of 
animal, whose native apathy and phlegm is 
animated only by the insolence of a colonial 
tyrant: his principal amusement appears to 
consist in smoking; but his pipe, according to 
Mr. PercivaPs account, is so seldom out of his 
month, that his smoking appears to be almost 
as ranch a necessary function of animal life as 
bis breathing. His day is eked out with gin, 
ceremonious visits, and prodigious quantities of 
gross food, dripping with oil and butter; his mind, 
just able to reach from one meal to another, is 
mcapable of farther exertion ; and, after the pant- 
ing and deglutition of a long protracted dinner, 
reposes on the sweet expectation that, in a few 
hours, the carnivorous toil will be renewed. 
He lives only to digest, and, while the organs 
of gluttony perform their office, he has not a 
wish beyond; and is the happy man which 
Horace describes : — 

— in seipto totuty teret, atque rotundui* 

The descendants of the Portuguese differ 
materially from the Moors, Malabars, and other 
MiAbometatts. Thtir great object is to show i 



the worid they are Europeans and ChrisliMs. 
Unfortunately, their ideas of Christianity are ao 
imperfect, that the only mode they can hit upon 
of displaying their faith, is by wearing hats and 
breeches, and by these habiliments they con- 
sider themselves as showing a proper degree 
of contempt, on various parts of the body, to- 
wards Mahomet and Buddha. They are laay, 
treacherous, effeminate, and passionate to ex> 
cess ; and are, in fact, a locomotive and ani« 
mated farrago of the bad qualities of all 
tongues, people, and nations, on the face of 
the earth. 

' The Malays, whom we forgot before to enu- 
merate, form a very considerable portion of 
the inhabitants of Ceylon. Their original em- 
pire lies in the peninsula of Malacca, from 
whence they have extended themselves over 
Java, Sumatra, the Moluccas, and a vast num- 
ber of other islands in the peninsula of India. 
It has been many years customary for the 
Dutch to bring them to Ceylon, for the purpose 
of carrying on various branches of trade and 
manufacture, and in order also to employ them 
as soldiers and servants. The Malays are the 
most vindictive and ferocious of living beings. 
They set little or no value on their own exist- 
ence, in the prosecution of their odions pas- 
sions; and having thus broken the great tie 
which renders man a being capable of being 
governed, and fit for society, they are a constant 
source of terror to all those who have any 
kind of connection or relation with them. A 
Malay servant, from the apprehension excited 
by his vindictive disposition, often becomes 
the master of his master. It is as dangerous 
to dismiss him as to punish him ; and the 
rightful despot, in order to avoid assassination, 
is almost compelled to exchange characters 
with his slave. It is singular, however, that 
the Malay, incapable of submission on any 
other occasion, and ever ready to avenge in- 
sult with death, submits to the severest military 
discipline with the utmost resignation and 
meekness. The truth is, obedience to his oA- 
cers forms part of his religious creed ; and 
the same man who would repay the most in- 
significant insult with death, will submit to be 
lacerated at the halbert with the patience of « 
martyr. This is truly a tremendous people! 
When assassins and blood-hounds will fall mto 
rank and file, and the most furious savages 
submit (with no diminution of their ferocity) 
to the science and discipline of war, they only 
want a Malay Bonaparte to lead them to the 
conquest of the world. Our curiosity has al- 
ways been very highly excited by the accounts 
of this singular people; and we cannot help 
thinking, that, one day or another, when they 
are more full of opium than usual, they \cul 
run a muck from Cape Comorin to the Caspian. 

Mr. Percival does not consider the Ceylonese 
as descended from the continentals of the 
peninsula, but rather from the inhabitants of 
the Maldive Islands, whom they very much 
resemble in complexion, features, language, 
and manners. 

"The Ceylonese (says Mr. Percival) are 
courteous and polite in their demeanour, even 
to a degree far exceeding their civilization. In 
several qualities they are greatly superior to 
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all other Indians who have fallen within the 
sphere of my observation. I have already ex- 
empted them from the censure of stealing and 
lying, which seem to be almost inherent in the 
nature of an Indian. They are mild, and by 
no means captious or passionate in their in- 
tercourse with each other ; though, when once 
their anger is roused, it is proportionably fu- 
rious and lasting. Their hatred is indeed 
mortal, and they will frequently destroy them- 
selves to obtain the destruction of the detested 
object. One instance will serve to show the 
extent to which this passion is carried. If a 
Ceyionese cannot obtain money due to him by 
another, he goes to his debtor, and threatens 
to kill himself if he is not instantly paid. This 
threat, which is sometimes put in execution, 
reduces the debtor, if it be in his power, to 
immediate compliance with the demand : as, 
by their law, if any man causes the loss of 
another man's life, his own is the forfeit ' An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,' is a pro- 
verbial expression continually in their mouths. 
This is, on other occasions, a very common 
mode of revenge among them; and a Cey- 
ionese has often been known to contrive to kill 
himself in the company of his enemy, that the 
latter might suffer for it. 

"This dreadful spirit of revenge, so incon- 
sistent with the usually mild and humane sen- 
timents of the Ceyionese, and much more con- 
genial to the bloody temper of a Malay, still 
continues to be fostered by the sacred cus- 
toms of the Candians. Among the Cinglese, 
however, it has been greatly mitigated by 
their intercourse with Europeans. The despe- 
rate mode of obtaining revenge which I have 
just described, has been given up, from having 
been disappointed of its object ; as, in all those 
parts under our dominion, the European modes 
of investigating and punishing crimes are en- 
forced. A case of this nature occurred at 
Caltura in 1799. A Cinglese peasant hap- 
pening to have a suit or controversy with an- 
other, watched an opportunity of going to bathe 
in company with him, and drowned himself, 
with the view of having his adversary put to 
death. The latter was upon this taken up, and 
sent to Columbo to take his trial for making 
away with the deceased, upon the principle of 
having been the last seen in his company. 
There was, however, nothing more than pre- 
sumptive proof against the culprit, and he was 
of course acquitted. This decision, however, 
did not by any means tally with the sentiments 
of the Cinglese, who are as much inclined to 
continue their ancient barbarous practice, as 
their brethren the Candians, although they are 
deprived of the power." — (pp. 70 — 72.) 

The warlike habits of the Candians make 
them look with contempt on the Cinglese, 
who are almost entirely unacquainted with the 
management of arms. They have the habit 
and character of mountaineers — ^warlike, hardy, 
enterprising, and obstinate. They have, at 
various times, proved themselves very formi- 
dable enemies to the Dutch ; and in that kind 
of desultory warfare, which is the only one 
their rugged country will admit of, have cut 
off large parties of the troops of both these 
nations. The King of Candia, as we have be- 



fore mentioned, possesses only the middle of 
the island, which nature, and his Candian ma* 
jesty, have rendered as inaccessible as possi- 
ble. It is traversable only by narrow wood- 
paths, known to nobody but the natives, 
strictly watched in peace and war, and where 
the best troops in the world might be shot in 
any quantities by the Candian marksmen, 
without the smallest possibility of resisting 
their enemies ; because there would not be the 
smallest possibility of finding them. The King 
of Candia is of course despotic ; and the Ms- 
tory of his life and reign presents the same 
monotonous ostentation, and baby-like caprice, 
which characterize oriental governments. In 
public audiences he appears like a gpreat foc^ 
squatting on his hams ; far surpassing ginger- 
bread in splendour; and, afler asking some 
such idiotical question, as whether Europe is 
in Asia or Africa, retires with a flourish of 
trumpets very much out of tune. For his pri- 
vate amusements, he rides on the nose of an 
elephant, plays with his jewels, sprinkles his 
courtiers with rose-water, and feeds his gold 
and silver fish. If his tea is not sweet enough, 
he impales his footman ; and smites off Uie 
heads of half a dozen of his noblemen, if ha 
has a pain in his own. 

— JL«^ yet^ (says Aristotle) nxte^m fkKrtTm tair 

jfy^i^rut n-Arruf. Polit 

The only exportable articles of any imporK 
ance which Ceylon produces, are pearls, cinni^ 
mon, and elephants. Mr. Percival has pre* 
seated us with an extremely interesting account . 
of the pearl fishery, held in Condatchy Bite, 
near the island of Manaar, in the straits which 
separate Ceylon from the main land. 

" There is perhaps no spectacle which the 
island of Ceylon affords more striking to ai^ 
European, than the bay of Condatchy, during 
the season of the pearl fishery. This desert 
and barren spot is at that time converted into 
a scene, which exceeds, in novelty and variety, 
almost any thing I ever witnessed. Several 
thousands of people of different colours, coun- 
tries, castes, and occupations, continually pass- 
ing and repassing in a busy crowd ; the vast 
number of small tents and huts erected on the 
shore, with the bazaar or market-place before 
each ; the multitude of boats returning in the 
afternoon from the pearl banks, some of them 
laden with riches ; the anxious expecting coun- 
tenances of the boat-owners, while the boats 
are approaching the shore, and the eagerness 
and avidity with which they run to them when 
arrived, in hopes of a rich cargo ; the vast 
numbers of jewellers, brokers, merchants of 
all colours and all descriptions, both natives 
and foreigners, who are occupied in some way 
or other with the pearls, some separating and 
assorting them, others weighing and ascer- 
taining their number and value, while others 
are hawking them about, or drilling and boriikg 
them for future use ; — all these circumstances 
tend to impress the mind with the value and 
importance of that object, which can of itself 
create this scene. 

"The bay of Condatchy is the most central 
rendezvous for the boats cm^jlo^ed. vbw ^Jm^ 
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iishery. The banks where it is carried on ex- 
tend several miles along the coast from Manaar 
southward off Arippo, Condatchy, and Pompa^ 
ripo. The principal bank is opposite to Con- 
datchy, and lies out at sea about twenty miles. 
The 6rst step, previous to the commencement 
of the fishery, is to have the different oyster 
banks surveyed, the state of the oysters ascer- 
tained, and a report made on the subject to 
government If it has been found that the 
quantity is suiUcient, and that they are arrived 
at a proper degree of maturity, the particular 
banks to be fished that year are put up for sale 
to the highest bidder, and are usually pur- 
chased by a black merchant. This, however, 
is not always the course pursued : government 
sometimes judges it more advantageous to fish 
the banks on its own account, and to dispose 
of the pearls afterwards to the merchants. 
When this plan is adopted, boats are hired for 
the season on account of government, from 
different quarters ; the price varies considera- 
bly according to circumstances, but is usually 
from five to eight hundred pagodas for each 
boat There are, however, no slated prices, 
and the best bargain possible is made for each 
boat separately. The Dutch generally followed 
this last system; the banks were fished on 
government account, and the pearls disposed 
of in different parts of India or sent to Europe. 
When this plan was pursued, the governor and 
councU of Ceylon claimed a certain per cent- 
age on the value of the pearls; or, if the 
fishing of the banks was disposed of by public 
sale, they bargained for a stipulated sum to 
themselves over and above what was paid on 
account of government The pretence on 
which they founded their claims for this per- 
quisite, was their trouble in surveying and 
valuing the banks." — (pp. 69 — 61.) 

The banks arc divided into six or seven por- 
tions, in order to give the oysters time to grow, 
which are supposed to attain their maturity in 
about seven years. The period allowed to the 
merchant to complete his fishery is about six 
weeks, during which period all the boats go 
out and return together, and are subject to 
very rigorous laws. The dipxterity of the di- 
vers is very striking ; they are as adroit in the 
use of their feet as their hands ; and can pick 
up the smallest object under water with their 
toes. Their descent is aided by a great stone, 
which they slip from their feet when they ar- 
rive at the bottom, where they can remain 
about two minutes. There are instances, how- 
evcTf of divers, who have so much of the 
aquatic in their nature, as to remain under 
water for five or six minutes. Their great 
enemy is the ground-shark; for the rule of 
eat and be eaten, which Dr. Darwin called the 
great law of nature, obtains in as much force 
fathoms deep beneath the waves as above 
them : this animal is as fond of the Ic^s of 
Hindoos, as Hindoos are of the pearls of oys- 
ters ; and as one appetite appears id him much 
more natural, and less capricious than the 
other, he never fails to indulge it Where fur- 
tune has so much to do with peril and profit, 
of course there is no deficiency of conjurers, 
who, by divers enigmatical grimaces, endea- 
vour to asiracite this submarine invader. If 



they are successful thev are well paid in pearls ; 
and when a shark indulges himself with the 
leg of a Hindoo, there is a witch who lires at 
Colang, on the Malabar coast, who always 
bears the blame. 

A common mode of theft practised bj the 
common people engaged in the pearl fishery, 
is by swallowing the pearls. Whenever any 
one is suspected of having swallowed these pre^ 
cious pills of Cleopatra, the police apotheca- 
ries are instantly sent for ; a brisk cathartic is 
immediately despatched after the truant peari, 
with the strictest orders to apprehend it, in 
whatever comer of the viscera it may be found 
lurking. Oyster btteries are carried on Iftre to 
a great extent They consist in purchasing a 
quantity of the oysters unopened, and mnning 
the chance of either finding or not finding 
pearls in them. The European gentlemen 
and officers who attend the pearl fisheir, 
through duty or curiosity, are partienlarly 
fond of these lotteries, and frequently malce 
purchases of this sort The whole of this ac- 
count is very well written, and has afforded ns 
a great degree of amusement By what curious 
links, and fantastical relations, are mankind 
connected together ! At the distance of half 
the globe, a Hindoo gains his support by 
groping at the bottom of the sea, for the mor- 
bid concretion of shell-fish, to decorate the 
throat of a London alderman's wife. It is said 
that the great Linnaeus had discovered the 
secret of infecting oysters with this pcrligenons 
disease : what is become of the secret we do 
not know, as the only interest we take in 
oysters is of a much more vulgar, though, per- 
haps, a more humane nature. 

The principal woods of cinnapnon lie in the 
neighbourhood of Columbo. They reach to 
wi^in half a mile of the fort and fill the 
whole surrounding prospect The grand gar- 
den near the town 19 so extensive, as to occu- 
py a tract of country from 10 to 15 miles in 
length. 

"Nature has here concentrated both the 
beauty and the riches of the island. Nothing 
can be more delightful to the eye than the 
prospect which stretches around Columbo. 
The low cinnamon trees which cover the plain, 
allow the view to reach the groves of ever- 
greens, interspersed with tall clumps, and 
bounded everywhere with extensive ranges of 
cocoa-nut and other large trees. The whole 
is diversified with small lakes and green 
marshes, skirted all round with rice and pas- 
ture fields. In one part the intertwining cin- 
namon trees appear completely to clothe the 
face of the plain; in another, the openings 
made by the intersecting footpaths just serve 
to show lliat the thick underwood has been 
penetrated. One large road, which goes out 
at the west gate of the fort, and returns by the 
gate on the south, makes a winding circuit of 
seven miles among the woods. It is here that 
the officers and gentlemen belonging to the 
garrison of Columbo take their morning ride, 
and enjoy one of the finest scenes in nature." — 
(pp. 336, 337.) 

As this spice constitutes the wealth of Cey- 
lon, great pains- are taken to ascertain its 
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^alities, and propagate its choicest kinds. 
The prime sort is obtained from the Lannu 
Cinnamonnm. The leaf resembles the laurel 
in shape, bat is not of so deep a green. When 
chewed it has the smell and taste of cloTes. 
There are several different species of cinna- 
mon trees on the island ; but four sorts only 
are cultivated and barked. The picture which 
we have just quoted from Mr. JPercival, of a 
morning ride in a cinnamon wood, is so en- 
chanting, that we are extremely sorry the 
addition of aromatic odours cannot with ve- 
racity be made to it The cinnamon has, un- 
fortunately, no smell at all but to the nostrils of 
the poet Mr. Percival giv(fs us a very inte- 
resting account of the process of making up 
cinnamon for the market, in which we are 
sorry our limits wiU not permit us to follow 
him. The different qualities of the cinnamon 
bundles can only be estimated by the taste; 
an oflce which devolves upon the medical 
men of the settlement, who are employed for 
several daye together in chewing cinnamon, the acrid 
juice of which excoriates the mouth, and puts 
them to the most dreadful tortures. 

The island of Ceylon is completely divided 
into two parts by a very high range of moun- 
tains, on the two sides of which the climate 
and the seasons are entirely different These 
mountains also terminate completely the effect 
of Che monsoons, %rhich set in periodically 
from opposite sides of them. On the west 
side, the rains prevail in the months of May, 
June, and July, the season when they are felt 
on the Malabar coast This monsoon is usual- 
ly extremely violent during its continuance. 
The northern parts of the island are very little 
affected. In the months of October and No- 
vember, when the opposite monsoon sets in 
on the Coromandel coast, the north of the 
island is attacked ; and scarcely any impres- 
sion reaches the southern parts. The heat 
during the day is nearly the same throughout 
the year : the rainy season renders the nights 
much cooler. The climate, upon the whole, 
is much more temperate than on the continent 
of India. "Die temporate and healthy climate 
of Ceylon is, however, confined to the sea^ 
coast. In the interior of the country, the ob- 
structions which the thick woods oppose to 
the free circulation of air, render the heat al- 
most insupportable, and generate a low and 
malignant fever, known to Europeans by the 
name of the Jungle fever. The chief harbours 
of Ceylon are Trincomalee, Point de Galle, 
and, at certain seasons of the year, Columbo. 
The former of these, from its nature and situa- 
tion, is that which stamps Ceylon one of our 
most valuable acquisitions in the East Indies. 
As soon as the monsoons commence, every 
vessel caught by them in any other part of the 
Bay of Bengal is obliged to put to sea imme- 
diately, in order to avoid destruction. At these 
sea-^ons, Trincomalee alone, of all the parts 
on this side of the peninsula, is capable of 
affjrdins: to vessels a safe retreat; which a 
vessel from Madras may reach in two days. 
These circumstances render the value of 
Trincomalee much greater than that of the 
whole island ; the revenue of which will cer- 
tainly be hardly safiicien|rto delWy the expense 



of the establishments kept up there. Th^ 
agricoltore of Ceylon is, in faet, in such nil 
imperfect state, and the natires have so little 
availed themselves of its natural fertihty, thai 
great part of the provisions necessary for its 
support are imported from BengnL 

Ceylon produces the elephant, the buflUo, 
tiger, elk, wild-hog, rabbit, hare, flying-fox, and 
musk-rat. Many articles are rendered entirely 
useless by the smell of mask, which this latter 
animal communicates in merely running over 
them. Mr. Percival asserts (and the fact has 
been confirmed to us by the most respectable 
authority), that if it even pass over a bottle of 
wine, however well corked and sealed up, the 
wine becomes so strongly tainted with mnsk^ 
that it cannot be used; and a whole cask may 
be rendered useless in the same manner. 
Among the great variety of birds, we were 
struck with Mr. Percival's account of the 
honey-bird, into whose body the soul of a com- 
mon informer appears to have .migrated. II 
makes a loud and shrill noise, to attract th« 
notice of anybody whom it may perceive; and 
thus inducing him to follow the oonrse it 
points out, leads him to the tree where the bees 
have concealed their treasnre ; after the apiary 
has been robbed, this feadiered scoundrel 
gleans his reward from the hive. The list of 
Ceylonese snakes is hideous ; and we beeome 
reconciled to the crude and cloudy land in 
which we live, from reflecting, that the indis^ 
criminate activity of the sun generates what is' 
loathsome, as well as what is lovely ; that the 
asp reposes under the rose ; and the scorpion 
crawls under the fragrant flower and the las* 
cious fruit. 

The usual stories are repeated here, of the 
immense size and voracious appetite of a cer- 
tain species of serpent The best history of 
this kind we ever remember^ have read, was 
of a serpent killed near one of onr settlements, 
in the East Indies ; in whose body they foand 
the chaplain of the garrison, all in black, the 
Rev. Mr.— ^(somebody or other, whose naaie 
we have forgotten), and who, after having been 
missiug for above a week, was discovered in 
this very inconvenient situation. The domi- 
nions of the King of Candia are partly defended 
by leeches, which abonnd in the woods, and 
from which our soldiers sofTered in the most 
dreadful manner. The Ceylonese, in oompen- 
sation for their animated plagues, are endcnred 
with two vegetable blessings, the eoeoft-not 
tree and the talipot tree. The latter affords a 
prodigious leaf, impenetrable to son or rain, 
and large enough to shelter ten men. It is a 
natural umbrella, and is of as eminent service 
in that country as a great-coat tree woold be 
in this. A leaf of the talipot tree is a tent to 
the soldier, a paraM>f to the traveller, and a 
book to the scholar.* The cocoa tree affords ' 
bread, milk, oil, wine, ^irits, vinegar, yeasty 
sugar, cloth, paper, huts, and ships. 

We could with great pleasure vroeeed to' 
give a farther abstract of this very agreeable 
and interesting publication, which we very 
strongly recommend to the public. It is writ- 
ten with great modesty, entirely without pre 
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tensionf, and abounds with cnrioos and import- 
ant information. Mr. PerciTal will accept onr 
best thanks for the amusement he has afforded 
vs. When we can praise with sach justice, 
we are always happy to do it; and regret that 
the rigid and independent honesty which we 
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have made the Tery basis of our liteniy on* 
denaking, should so frequently compel as to 
speak of the authors who come befbra ii8» in a 
style so different from that in whieh ve hava 
vindicated the merits of Mr. FereiTaL 



DELPHINE/ 

[EniiniuiiGH Review, 1803.] 



This dismal trash, which has nearly dislo- 
cated Uie jaws of every critic among us with 
gaping, has so alarmed Bonaparte, that he has 
seized the whole impression, sent Madame de 
WmHi out of Paris, and, for aught we know, 
atoeps in a night<ap of steel, and dagger- 
proof blankets. To us it appears rather an 
attack upon tiie Ten Commandments than the 
government of Bonaparte, and calculated not 
so much to enforce the ri^ts of the Bourbons, 
as the benefits of adultery, murder, and a great 
number of other vices, which have been some- 
how or other strangely neglected in this coun- 
try, and too much so (according to the ap 
parent opinion of Madame de StaSI) even in 
France. 

It happens, however, fortunately enough, 
that her book is as dull as it could have been 
if her intentions bad been good; for wit, dex- 
terity, and the pleasant energies of the mind, 
seldom rank themselves on the side of virtue 
and social order; while vice is spiritual, elo- 
quent, and alert, .ever choice in expression, 
happy ia aUusion, and judicious in arrange- 
ment * 

The story is simply this^ — ^Delphine, a rich 
yoimg widow, presents her cousin Matilda de 
Vernon with a considerable estate, in order to 
enable her to marry Leonce Mondeville. To 
this action she is excited by the arts and the 
intrigues of Madame de Vernon, an hackneyed 
Parisian lady, who hopes, by this marriage, to 
be able to discharge her numerous and pressing 
debts. Leonce, who, like all other heroes of 
novels, has fine limbs, and fine qualities, comes 
to Paris— dislikes Matilda — ^falls in love with 
Delphme, Delphine with him; and Uiey are 
upon the eve of jilting poor Matilda, when, 
fiom some false reports spread abroad respectr 
ing the character of Delphine (which are ag- 
gravated by her own imprudences, and by the 
artifices of Madame Vernon), Leonce, not in a 
fit of honesty, but of revenge, marries the lady 
whom he came to marry. Soon aAer, Madame 
de Vernon dies— discovers the artifices by 
which she had prevented the union of Leonce 
and Delphine — and then, aAer this catastrophe, 
which ought to have terminated the novel, 
come two long volumes of complaint and 
despair. Delphine becomes a nun — runs 
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away from the nunnery with Leonce, who if 
taken by some French soldien, upon the sup- 
position that he has been serving in the French 
emigrant army against his countij — is shot, 
and upon his dead body falls Delphine as ikad 
as he. 

Making every allowance for reading this 
book in a translation, and in a very bad trans- 
lation, we cannot but deem it a heavy per* 
formance. The incidents are vulgar ; the eha- 
racters vulgar, too, except those of Delphine 
and Madame de Vernon. Madame de 8laA 
has not the artifice to hide what ia comingi 
In travelling through a fiat country, or a fiat 
book, we see our road before us for half the 
distance we are going. There are bo agree- 
able sinuosities, and no speculations whether 
we are to ascend next, or descend ; what new 
sight we are to enjoy, or to which side we ars 
to bend. Leonce is robbed and half murdered i 
the apothecary of the place is certain be will 
not live; we were absolutely certain that he 
would live, and could predict to an hour the 
time of his recovery. In the same manner 
we could have prophesied every event of Uie 
book a whole volame before its occurrence. 

This novel is a perfect AUxandnam, The 
two last volumes are redundant, and drag their 
wounded length : it should certainly have ter- 
minated where the interest ceases, at the death 
of Madame de Vernon ; but, instead of this, 
the scene-shiAers come and pick up the (feed 
bodies, wash the stage, sweep it, and do every 
thing which the timely fall of the curtaia 
should have excluded from the sight, aod left 
to the imagination of the audience. We hum- 
bly apprehend, that young gentlemen do not ia 
general make their tutors the confidams of 
their passion ; at least we can find no rule of 
that kind laid down either by Miss' Hamilton 
or Miss Edgeworth, in their treatises on educa- 
tion. The tutor of Leonce is Mr. Barton, a 
grave old gentleman, in a peruke and snulP 
coloured clothes. Instead of writing to this 
solemn personage about second causes, the 
ten categories, and the eternal fitness of things, 
the young lover raves to him, for whole pages, 
aboat the white neck and auburn hair of his 
Delphine; and, shame to tell! the liquorish 
old pedagogue seems to think these amorous 
eballitions the pleasantest sort of writing m 
ufum Delphini that he has yet met with. 

Bv ^vcm^ oroft word, and making oii/y one 
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lalse quantity,* we sliall change the rule of 
Horace to 

'* Nee /c(m interiit sl«l dignui ▼liidic« nodiu 
Inciiterit.'* 

Delphine and Leonce have eight very bad ty- 
phut fevers between them, besides hamoptoty 
hemorrhage, deliquium animij tingtdtuSf hy^eria, 
and foBtmMn uhUalta, or screams innumerable. 
Now, that there should be a reasonable allow- 
ance of sickness in every novel, we are will- 
ing to admit, and will cheerfully permit the 
heroine to be once given over, and at the point 
of death; but we cannot consent, that the in- 
terest which ought to be excited by the feel- 
ings of the mind should be transferred to the 
sufierings of the body, and a crisis of perspi- 
ration be substituted for a crisis of passion. 
Let us see difficulties overcome, if our appro- 
bation is required ; we cannot grant it to such 
cheap and sterile artifices as these. 

The characters in this novel a.re all said to 
be drawn from real life ; and the persons for 
whom they are intended are loudly whispered 
at Paris. Most of them we have forgotten ; 
but Delphine is said to be intended for the au- 
thoress, and Madame de Vernon (by a slight 
sexual metamorphosis) for Talleyrand, minis- 
ter of the French republic for foreign affairs. 
As this lady (once the friend of the authoress) 
may probably exercise a considerable influ- 
ence over the destinies of this country, we 
shall endeavour to make our readers a little 
better acquainted with her ; but we must first 
remind them that she was once a bishop, a 
nigher dignity in the church than was ever at- 
tained by any of her sex since the days of 
Pope Joan; and that though she swindles 
Delphine out of her estate with a considerable 
degree of address, her dexterity sometimes 
fails her, as in the memorable instance of the 
American commissioners. Madame de Stael 
gives the following description of this pasto- 
ral metropolitan female : 

"Though she is at least forty, she still ap- 
pears charming even among the young and 
beautiful of her own sex. The paleness of 
her complexion, the slight relaxation of her 
features, indicate the languor of indisposition, 
and not the decay of years ; the easy negli- 
gence of her dress accords with this impres- 
sion. Every one concludes, that when her 
health is recovered, and she dresses with more 
care, she must be completely beautiful : this 
change, however, never happens, but it is al- 
ways expected; and that is sufficient to make 
the imagination still add something more to the 
natural effect of her charms."— (VoL I. p. 31.) 

Nothing can be more execrable than the 
manner in which this book is translated. The 
bookseller has employed one of our country- 
men for that purpose, who appears to have 
been very lately caught. The contrast between 
the passionate exclamations of Madame de 
Stac), and the barbarous vulgarities of poor 
SaAvnev, produces a mighty ludicrous effect. 
One of' the heroes, a man of high fastidious 
temper, exclaims in a letter to Delphine, "I 

* Perhaps a faolt of all others which the Enjdiah are 
least dinpnited to parilon. A young man, who, on a pub- 
lic ocrai«ion, makcii a false quantity at the outset of life, 
ean nr.liluni ur never v&t uv«r it. 



cannot endure this Paris ; I have mtt witkeotr 
90 many people whom my soul abhors." And Um, 
accomplished and enrapmred Leonce termi- 
nates one of his letters thus: *^ Adieu! Adieu, 
my dearett Delphine t JtM give you a call to- 
morrow." We doubt if Grub street ever im 
ported from Caledonia a more abominable 
translator. 

We admit the character of Madame de Ver- 
non to be drawn with considerable skill. There 
are occasional traits of eloquence and pathos 
in this novel, and very many of those obser- 
vations upon manners and character, which 
are totally out of the reach of all who have 
lived not long in the world, and observed it 
well. 

The immorality of any book (in our estima- 
tion) is to be determined by the general im- 
pression it leaves on those minds, whose prin- 
ciples, not yet oeetfied^ are capable of affording 
a less powerful defence to its influence. The 
most dangerous^ effect that an^flctitious cha* 
racter can produce, is when two or three of its . 
popular vices are varnished over with every 
thing that is captivating and gracious in the 
exterior, and ennobled by association with 
splendid virtues : this apology will be more 
sure of its effect, if the faults are not against 
nature, but against society. The aversion to 
murder and cruelty could not perhaps be so 
overcome ; but a regard to the sanctity of mar- 
riage vows, to the sacred and sensitive delicacy 
of the female character, and to numberless re- 
strictions important to the well-being of our 
species, may easily be relaxed by this subtle and 
voluptuous confusion of good and eviL It is 
in vain to say the fable evinces, in the last act, ^ 
that vice is productive of misery. We may 
decorate a villain with graces and felicities 
for nine volumes, and hang him in the last 
page. This is not teaching virtue, but gilding 
the gallows, and raising up splendid associa- 
tions in favour of being hanged. In such an 
union of the amiable and the vicious, (espe- 
cially if the vices are such, to the commission 
of which there is no want of natural disposi- 
tion,) the vice will not degrade the man, but 
the man will ennoble the vice. We shall 
wish to be him we admire, in epiu of his vices, 
and, if the novel be weU written, even in coti- 
eequence of his vice. There exists, through the 
whole of this novel, a show of exquisite sen- 
sibility to the evils which individuids suffer by 
the inflexible rules of virtue jprescribed by so- 
ciety, and an eager dis]K>sition to apologize 
for particular transgressions. Such doctrine 
is not confined to Madame de 8ta61 ; an Arcsp 
dian cant is gaining fast upon Spartan gravi^; 
and the happiness diffused, and the beautinil 
order established in society, by this unbending 
discipline, are wholly swallowed up in com- 
passion for the unfortunate and interesting in- 
^viduaL Either the exceptions or the role 
must be given up: every highwayman who 
thrusts his pistol into a chaise window has 
met with unforeteen miefortunee; and every loose 
matron who flies into the arms of her GreviUi 
I was compelled to marry an old man whom she 
detested, by an avaricious and unfeeling fa- 
ther. The passions want not accelerating, but 
retarding machinery. This fatal and foolish 
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sophistry %as power enough over cTery heart, 
not to need toe aid of fine composition, and 
weU-contrived incident— anxilianes which Ma- 
dame de Staei intended to bring forward in the 
canse, though she has fortunately not suc- 
ceeded. 

M. de Serbellone is received as a guest into 
the house of Bl d'Ervins, whose wife he de- 
bauches as a recompense for his hospitalinr. 
Is it possible to be disgusted with ingratitude 
and mjustice, when united to such an assem- 
blage of talents and virtues as this man of pa- 
per possesses t Was there ever a more de 
lij^tAiI, fascinating adulteress than Madame 
dTrvins is intended to be 1 or a pocero comuto 
less capable of exciting compassion than her 
husband t The morality of all this is the old 
morality of Farquhar, Tanbui^h, and Con- 
greve— that every witty man may transgress 
the seventh commandment, which was never 
meant for the wotection of husbands who la- 
bour under the mcapacity of making repartees. 
In Matilda* religion is always as unamiable as 
dissimvJation is graceilil in Madame de Ver- 
non, and imprudence generous in Delphine. 
This said l^lphine, with her fine auburn hair, 
and her beautiM blue or green eyes (we forget 
which), cheats her cousin Matilda out of her 
lover, alienates the affections of her husband, 
and keeps a sort of assignation house for Ser- 
bellone and his chert a$nii, justifying herself 
b^ the most touching complaints against the 
ngour of the world, and using the customary 
phrases, mitbii of ttmU, married in the eye of hea- 
ven, dbc. dtc. dec, and such like diction, the 



tjrpes of which Mr. Lane^ of the Minenrs Presi^ 
very prudently keeps ready composed, in oirder 
to facilitate the printing of the Adfc nU ife a of 

Captain C and Miss F , and odier in 

teresting stories, of which he, the said inimi* 
table Mr. Lane, of the Minerva Press, well 
knows these sentiments must make a ptrL 
Another perilous absurdity which iSiis mefii 
production tends to cherish, is the eommion no- 
tion, that contempt of rule and order is a proof 
of greatness of mmd. Delphine is ererywhere 
a great spirit struggling with the shackles im- 
posed upon her in common with the little 
world around her; and it is managed so that 
her contempt of restrictions shall ^ways ap- 
pear to flow from the extent, variety, and splen- 
dour of her talents. The vulgarity of this he- 
roism ought in some degree to dimini sh iti 
value. Mr. Colquhoun, in his Police of the 
Metropolis, reckons up above 40,000 heroines 
of this species, most of whom, we dare to say, 
have at one time or another reasoned like the 
sentimental Delphine about the judgments of 
the world. 

To conclude — Our general opinion of this 
book is, that it is calculated to shed a mild 
lustre over adultery ; by gentle and convenient 
gradation, to destroy the modesty and the cau- 
tion of women ; to facilitate the acquisition of 
easy vices, and encumber the difficulty of vir- 
tue. What a wretched qualification of this 
censure to add, that the badness of the princi- 
ple is alone corrected by the badness of the 
style, and that this celebrated lady would have 
been very guilty, if she bad not been very dull! 



MISSION TO ASHANTEE/ 

[EDiirBUROB Review, 1819.] 



Cafb Coast Castle, or Cape Corso, is a 
factory of Africa, on the Gold Coast. The 
Portuguese settled here in 1610, and built the 
citadel; from which, in a few years after- 
wards, they were dislodged by the Dutch. In 
1661, it was demolished by the English under 
Admiral Hohoaes ; and by the treaty of Breda, 
it was made over to our government. The 
latitude of Cape Coast Castle is 5^* 6' north ; 
the longitude 1® 61' west The capital of the 
kingdom of Ashantee is Coomassie, the lati- 
tude of which is about 6® 80' 20" north, and 
the longitude 2® 6' 30" west The mission 
quitted Cape Coast Castle on the 22d of April, 
and arrived at Coomassie about the 16th of 
M^ — ^halting two or three days on the route, 
and walking tlie whole distance, or carried by 
hammock-bearers at a foot-pace. The dis- 
tance between the fort and the capital is not 
more than 150 miles, or about as far a» from 

mstUtkatAatnnt ef that Kingdom, and Otogrcpkical 
AMeM afaek^r Part$ •/ the rmtarUr •/ 4frk^. hv T. 

^•TiS? ■^»«?»» JB^-. ConJ«cV»T Lradon. Mur- 
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Durham to Edinburgh ; and yet the kingdom 
of Ashantee was, before the mission of Mr. 
Aowdich, almost as much unknown to us as 
if it had been situated in some other planet. 
The country which surrounds Cape Coast 
Castle belongs to the Fantees ; and, about the 
year 1807, an Ashantee army reached the 
coast for the first time. They invaded Fantee 
again in 1811, and, for thtf third time, in 1816. 
To put a stop to the horrible cruelties com- 
mitted by the stronger on the weaker nation ; 
to secure their own safety, endangered by the 
Ashantees ; and to enlarge our Iropwledge of 
Africa — the government of Cape Coast Castle 
persuaded the African committee to send a 
deputation to the kingdom of Ashantee ; and 
of this embassy the publication now before us 
is the narrative. The embassy walked through 
a beautiful country, laid waste by the recent 
wars, and arrived in the time we have men- 
tioned, and without meeting with any remark- 
able accident at Coomassie, the capital. The 
account of their first reception there we shall 
lay before our readers. 
" Wc entered Coomassie at two o'clock, pas^. 
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Isf iiiider a fetisli, or sacrifice of a dead sheep, 
wrapped up in red silk, and suspended be- 
tween two lotty poles. Upwards of 5000 peo- 
ple, the greater part warriors, met us with 
awful bursts of martial music, discordant only 
in its mixture ; for horns, drums, rattles, and 
gOBg-gongs, were all exerted with a zeal bor- 
dering on Dtenzy, to subdue us by the first im- 
pression* The smoke which encircled Us from 
the incessant discharges of musketry, confined 
our glimpses to the foreground; and we were 
haltd whilst the captains performed their 
Pyrrhic dance, in the centre of a circle formed 
by their warriors; where a confusion of flags, 
English, Dutch, and Danish, were waved and 
flourished in all directions ; the bearers plung- 
ing and springing from side to side, with a 
passion of enthusiaam only equalled by the 
captains, who followed them, discharging their 
Shining blunderbusses so close, that the flags 
DOW and then were in a blaze ; and emerging 
from the smoke with all t^e gesture and dis- 
tortion of maniacs. Their followers kept up 
the firing around us in the rear. The dress 
of the captains was a war cap, with gilded 
rams' horns projecting in front, the sides ex- 
tended beyond all proportion by immense 
plumes of eases' feathers, and fastened under 
the chin with bands of cowries. Their vest 
was of red cloth, covered with fetishes and 
saphies in gold and silver ; and embroidered 
cases of almost every colour, which flapped 
against their bodies as they moved, intermixed 
with small brass bells, the horns and tails of 
animals, shells, and knives; long leopards' 
tails hung down their backs, over a small bow 
covered with fetishes. They wore loose cot- 
ton trowsers, with immense boots of a dull red 
leather, coming half way up the thigh, and 
fastened by sniall chains to their cartouch or 
waist belt ; these were also ornamented with 
bells, horses' tails, strings of amulets, and in- 
numerable shreds of leather ; a small quiver 
of poisoned arrows hung from their right 
wrist, and they held a long iron chain between 
their teeth with a scrap of Moorish writing 
affixed to the end of it A small spear was 
in their left hands, covered with red cloth and 
silk tassels ; their black countenances heightr 
ened the effect of this attire and completed a 
figure scarcely human. 

** This exhibition continued about half an 
hour, when we were allowed to proceed, en- 
circled by the warriors, whose numbers, with 
the crowds of people, made our movement as 
gradual as if it had taken place in Cheapside ; 
the several streets branching off to the right 
presented long vistas crammed with people ; 
and those on the led hand being on an accli- 
vity, innumerable rows of heads rose one 
above another: the large open porches of the 
houses, like the fronts of stages in small thea^ 
ires, were filled with the better sort of females 
and children, all impatient to behold white 
men for the first lime ; their exclamalions were 
drowned in the firing and music, but their ges- 
tures were in character with the scene. When 
we reached the palace, about half a mile from 
the place where we entered, we were again 
halted, and an open file was" made, through 
which the bearers were passed, to deposit the 



presents and baggage ia the house aasigiied to 
us. Here we were gmtified by observing seve- 
ral of the caboceers (chiefs) pass by wi& their 
trains, the novel splendour of which astonished 
us. The bands, principally composed of 
horns and flutes, trained to play in eenecit, 
seemed to soothe omr hearing into its naival 
tone again by their wild mek>die8; whilst the 
immense umbrellas, made to wik and rise 
from the jerkings of the bearers, and the 
large fans waving around, refreshed us with 
small currents of air, under a burning sub, 
clouds of dust, aod a density oi atmosphere 
almost sufibcating. We were then squeeied, 
at the same funeral pace, up a long street, to 
an open-fronted house, where we were desired 
by a royal messenger to wait a farther i&vtt»- 
tion from the kingi*' — (pp. 81^-88.) 

The embassy remained about four months, 
leaving one of their members behind as a 
permanent resident. Their trMitmenl; though 
subjected to the fluctuating passions of bar- 
barians, was, upon the whole, not bad; and a 
foundation appears to have been laid iac fix- 
ture intercourse with the Ashsjitees, and a 
mean opened, through them, of becoming bet- 
ter acquainted with the interior of Africa. 

The Moors, who seem (barbarians as tl^r 
are) to be the civilizers of internal Africa, 
have penetrated to the capital of the Ashao- 
tees : they are bigoted and intderant to Chria- 
tians, but not sacriflcers {>£ buman victims in 
their religious ceremonies ^— nor averse to 
commerce; and civilized in comparison to 
most of the idolatrous natives of Africa. From 
their merchants who resorted from various 
parts of the interior, Mr. Bowdich employed 
himself in procuring all the geographical 
details which their travels enaUed them to 
afford. Timbucloo they described as inferior 
to Houssa, and not at all comparable to Boomoo. 
The Moorish influence was stated to be power- 
ful in it, but not predominant. A small rivec 
goes nearly round the town, overflowing in the 
rains, and obliging the people of the suburbs 
to move to an eminence in the centre of the 
town where the king lives. The king, a 
Moorish negro called Billabahada, had a few 
double-barrelled gims, which were fired on 
great occasions ; and gunpowder was as dear 
aa gold. Mr. Bowdich calculates Houssa to 
be N. E. from the Niger 90 da^' journey of 
18 miles each day; and the latitude and Ion* 
gitudetobel8^58'N.and8^58'E. Boomoo 
was spoken of as the first empire in Africa. 
The Mahometans of Sennaar reckon it among 
the four powerful empires of the woria; 
the other three being Turkey, Persia, and 
Abyssinia. 

The Niger is only known to the Moon by 
the name of the QuoUa, pronounced as Qntorru 
by the negroes, who, from whatever countries 
they come, all spoke of this as the largest river 
with which they were acquainted; and it was 
the grand feature in all the routes to Ashantee, 
whether from Houtuh BoomoOf or the interme- 
diate countries. The Niger, after leaving the 
lake Dibbri, was invariably described as divid- 
ing into two large streams ; the QuoUa, or the 
greater division, pursuing its course south- 
eastward, till it joined the Bakr Abimd .an«t 
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the other branch rmming northward of east, 
near to Timbnctoo, and dK'iding again soon af- 
terwards — the smaller division running north- 
wards by Yttkoodet^ a place of great trade, and 
the larger mnning directly eastward, and en- 
tering ue lake Ca%i^ under the name of Gam-, 
•baroo. ^The variety of this concurrent evi- 
dence respecting the Qambaroo^ made an im- 
pression on my mind," says Mr. Bo wdich, ''al- 
most amounting to conviction." The same 
author adds, that he found the Moors very cau- 
tious in their accounts ; declining to speak un- 
less they were positive — and frequenUy refer- 
ring doubtful points to others whom they knew 
to be better acquainted with them. 

The character of the present king is, upon 
die whole, respectable; but he la ambitious, 
has conquered a great deal, and is conquering 
ttilL He has a love of knowledge ; and was 
always displeased when the European objects 
which attracted his attention were presented 
to him as gifts. His motives, he said, ought to 
be better understood, and more respect paid 
to his dignity and friendship. He is acute, 
capricious, and severe, but not devoid of hu- 
manity; and has incurred unpopularity on 
some occasions, by limiting the number of 
human sacrifices more than was compatible 
with strict orthodoxy. His general subjects 
of discourse with the mission were war, legis- 
lation, and mechanics. He seemed very de- 
sirous of standing well in the estimation of his 
European friends ; and put ofi* a conversation 
once because he was a little tipsy, and at 
another time because he felt himself cross and 
out of temper. 

The king, four aristocratical assessors, and 
the assembly of captains, are the three estates 
of the Ashantee government The noble quar- 
tumvirate, in all matters of foreign policy, 
have a veto on the king's decisions. They 
watch, rather than share, the domestic admi- 
nistration; generally influencing it by their 
opinion, rather than controlling it by their au- 
thority. In exercising his ju£cial functions, 
the king always retirca in private with the 
arisiMcracy, to hear their opinions. The course 
of succession in Ashantee is the brother, the 
sister's son, the son, and the chief s>lave. 

The king's sisters may marry, or intrigue 
with any person they please, provided he is 
▼enr strong and handsome ; and these elevated 
and excellent women are always ready to set 
an example of submission to the laws of their 
country. The interest of money is about 800 
per cent. A man may kill his own slave ; or 
an inferior, for the price of seven slaves. Tri- 
lling thefts are punished by exposure. The 
property of the wife is distinct from that of the 
husband— though the king is heir to it Those 
accused of witchcraft are tortured to death. 
Slaves, if ill treated, are allowed the liberty of 
transferring themselves to other masters. 

The Ashantees believe that an higher sort 
of god takes care of the whites, and that they 
are left to the care of an inferior species of 
deities. Still the black kings and black nobi- 
lity are to go to the upper gods after death, 
where they are to enjoy eternally the state and 
luxury which was their portion on earth. For 
ihis reMxon a eertain number of cooks, butlers, ' 



and domestics of every descriptidn, are naU^ 
ficed on their tombs. They have two sets of 
priests: the one dwell in the temples, and 
communicate with the idols ; the other species 
do business as conjurors and cunning men, 
tell fortunes, and detect small thefts. Half 
the offerings to the idols are (as the priests 
say) thrown into the river, the other half they 
claim as their own. The doors of the temples 
are, from motives of the highest humanity, 
open to runaway slaves ; but shut, upon a fee 
paid by the master to the priest Every per- 
son has a small set of household gods, bought 
of the Fetishmen. They please their gods by 
avoiding particular sorts of meat; but the 
prohibited viand is not always the same. 
Some curry favour by eating no veal ; some 
seek protection by avoiding pork ; others say, 
that Uie real monopoly which the celestials 
wish to establish, is that of beef— and so ihqr 
piously and prudently rush into a course of 
mutton. They have the customary nonsense 
of lucky days, trial by ordeal, and libations 
and relics. The most horrid and detestable 
of their customs is their sacrifice of human 
victims, and the tortures preparatory to it 
This takes place at all their great festivals, or 
customs, as they are called^— Some of tiiese 
occur every twenty-one days; and there are 
not fewer Uian a hundred victims imwyiimH 
at each. Besides these, there are sacrifices at 
the death of every person of rank, more or less 
bloody according to their dignity. On the 
death of his mother, the king butchered no 
less than thne thoutand victims; and on his 
own death this number would probably be 
doubled. The funeral rites of a great captain 
were repeated weekly for three months ; and 
200 persons, it is said, were slaughtered each 
time, or 2400 in all. The author gives an ac^ 
count of the manner of these abominations, in 
one instance of which he was an unwilling 
spectator. On the funeral of the mother of 
Quatchie Quofie, which was by no means a 
great one, — 

** A dash of sheep and rum was exchanged 
between the king and Quatchie Quofie, and 
the drums announced the sacrifice of the vic- 
tims. All the chiefs first visited them in turn; 
I was not near enough to distinguish where- 
fore. The executioners wrangled and struggled 
for the office : and the indifference with which 
the first poor creature looked on, in the torture 
he was from the knife passed through his 
cheeks, was remarkable. The nearest execu- 
tioner snatched the sword from the others, the 
nght hand of ih« victim was then lopped off, 
he was thrown down, and his head was sawed 
rather than cut off: it wms cruelly prolong^, 
I will not say wilfully. Twelve more were 
dragged forward, but we forced our way 
through the crowd, and retired to our quarters. 
Other sacrifices, principally female, were made 
in the bush where the body was buried. It is 
usual to * wet the grave' with the blood of a 
freeman of respectability. All the retainers 
of the family being present, and the heads of 
all the victims deposited in the bottom of the 
grave, several are unsuspectingly called on in 
a hurry to assist in placing the coflin or bas- 
ket; and just as it rests on the head or skulls. 
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4L slave tcgm behinQ stuns one of these free- 
men by a violent blow, followed by a deep 
gash in the back part of the neck, and he is 
rolled in on the top of the body, and the grave 
instantly filled ap. — (pp. 287, 288.) 

'* About a hundred persons, mostly culprits 
reserved, are generally sacrificed, in difierent 
quarters of the town, at this custom (that is, 
jftt the ftast for the new year). Several slaves 
were also sacrificed, at Bantama, over the large 
brass pan, their blood mingling with the vari- 
ous vegetable and animal matter within (fresh 
and putrefied), to complete the charm, and 
produce invincible fetisn. All the chiefs kill 
severid slaves, that their blood may flow into 
the hole from whence the new yam is taken. 
Those who cannot afibrd to kill slaves, take 
the head of one already sacrificed, and place 
it on the hole."— (p. 279.) 

The Ashantees are very superior in disci- 
pline and courage to the water-side Africans : 
they never pursue when it is near sunset ; the 
general is always in the rear, and the fugi- 
tives are instantly put to death. The army is 
prohibited, during the active part of the cam- 
paign, from all food but meal, which each man 
carries in a small bag by his side, and mixes 
in his hands with the first water he comes to; 
no fires are allowed, lest their position should 
be betra3red ; they eat little select bits of the 
first enemy's heart whom they kill; and all 
wear ornaments of his teeth and bones. 

In their buildings, a mould is made for re- 
ceiving the clay, by two rows of stakes placed 
at a distance equal to the intended thickness 
of the wall: the interval is then filled with 
gravelly clay mixed with water, which, with 
the outward surface of the frame-work, is plas- 
tered so as to exhibit the appearance of a thick 
mud wall. The captains have pillars which 
assist to support the roof, and form a prosce- 
nium, or open front. The steps and raised 
floors of the rooms are clay and stone, with a 
thick layer of red earth, washed and painted 
daily. 

" While the walls are still soft, they formed 
moulds or frame-works of the patterns in deli- 
cate slips of cane, connected by grass. The 
two first slips (one end of each being inserted 
in the soft wall) projected the relief, com- 
monly mezzo: the interstices were then filled 
up with the plaster, and assumed the appear- 
ance depicted. The poles or pillars were 
sometimes encircled by twists of cane, inter- 
secting each other, which, being filled up with 
thin plaster, resembled the lozenge and cable 
ornaments of the Anglo-Norman order; the 
quatre-foil was very common, and by no means 
rude, from the symmetrical bend of the cane 
which formed it I saw a few pillars (after 
they had been squared with the plaster), with 
numerous slips of cane pressed perpendicular- 
ly on to the wet surface, which, being covered 
again with a very thin coat of plaster, closely 
resrmbled fluting. When they formed a large 
arch, they inserted one end of a Uiick piece of 
cane in the wet clay of the floor or base, and, 
bending the other over, inserted it in the same 
manner; the entablature was filled up with 
wattle-work plastered over. Arcades and 



piazzas were common. A white wash, very 
frequently renewed, was made from a clay in 
the neighbourhood.^ Of course the plastering 
is very frail, and in the relief frequently dis- 
closes the edges of the cane, giving, however, 
a piquant effect, auxiliaxy to the ornament. 
The doors were an entire piece of cotton wood, 
cut with great labour out of the stems or but- 
tresses of that tree ; battens variously cut and 
painted were afterwards nailed across. So 
disproportionate was the price of labour to 
that of provision, that I gave but two tokoos 
for a slab of cotton wood, five feet by three. 
The locks they use are from Houssa, and quite 
original : one will be sent to the British Mi;b- 
seum. Where they raised a first floor, the 
under room was divided iuto two by an intei^ 
secting wall, to support the rafters for the 
upper room, which were generally covered 
with a frame-work thickly plastered over with 
red ochre. I saw but one attempt at flooring 
with plank; it was cotton wood shaped en* 
tirely with an adze, and looked like a ship*t 
deck. The windows were open wood-work, 
carved in fanciful flgures and intricate pat- 
terns, and painted red ; the frames were fre> 
quently cased in gold, about as thick as 
cartridge paper. What surprised me most, 
and is not the least of the many ciroumstanees 
deciding their great superiority over the gene- 
rality of negroes, was the discovery that every 
house had its cloacae, besides the common 
ones for the lower orders without the town." 
—(pp. 806, 306.) 

llie rubbish and ofial of each house are 
burnt every morning at the back of the street; 
and they are as nice in their dwellings as in 
their persons. The Ashantee loom is precisely 
on the same principles as the English: the 
firmness, variety, brilliancy, and size of their 
cloths are astonishing. They paint white 
cloths, not inelegantly, as fast as an European 
can write. They excel in pottery, and are 
good goldsmiths. Their weights are very 
neat brass casts of almost every animal, ftnit, 
and vegetable, known in the country. The 
king's scales, blow-pan, boxes, weights, and 
pipe-tongs were neatly made of the purest 
gold. They work finely in iron, tan leather, 
and are excellent carpenters. 

Mr. Bowdich computes the number of mea 
capable of bearing arms to be 204,000. The 
disposable force is 160,000; the population a 
million ; the number of square miles 14^000. 
Polygamv is tolerated to the greatest extent; 
the king^s allowance is 3383 wives; and the 
full complement is always kept up. Four of 
the principal streets in Coomassie are half a 
mile long, and from 60 to 100 yards wide. 
The streets were all named, and a superior 
j captain in charge of each. The street where 
the mission was lodged was called Apperemsoo, 
or Cannon Street; anotiier street was called 
Daebrim, or Great Market Street / another, PK- 
ion Street, and so on. A plan of the town is 
given. The Ashantees persisted in raving 
that the population of Coomassie was above 
100.000 ; but this is thought, by the gentlemen 
of the mission, to allude rather to the popula- 
tion .collected on great occasions, than the 
permanent residents, not computed by them at 
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more than 16,000. The markets were daily ; 
and the articles for sale, beef, mutton, wild- 
hog, deer, monkejrs' flesh', fowls, yams, plan- 
tains, com, sugarcane, rice, peppers, vegetable 
batter, oranges, papaus, pine-apples, bananas, 
salt and dried fisl^ large snails smoke-dried ; 
pabn wine, mm, pipes, beads, looking-glasses ; 
sandals, silk, cotton cloth, powder, small pil- 
mrs, white and blue thread, and calabashes. 
The cattle in Ashantee are as large as English 
cattle; their sheep are hairy. They have no 
implement but the hoe ; have two crops of 
eora in the year ; plant their yams at Christ- 
mas, and dig them up in September. Their 
plantations, extensive and orderly, have the 
appearance of hop gardens well fenced in, and 
regularly planted hi lines, with a broad walk 
aronnd, and a hut at each wicker-gate, where 
a slave and his family reside to protect the 
plantation. All the fraits mentioned as sold in 
the market grew in spontaneous abundance, 
aa did the sugarcane. The oranges were of a 
large size and exquisite flavour. There were 
BO cocoa trees. The berry which gives to 
acids the flavour of sweets, making limes 
taste like honey, is common here. The castor- 
oil plant rises to a large tree. The cotton tree 
sometimes rises to the height of 150 feet 

The great obstacle to the improvement of 
commerce with the Ashantee people (besides 
die jealousy natural to barbarians) is our re- 
jection of the slave trade, and the continuance 
of that detestable traffic by the Spaniards. 
While the mission was in that country, one 
thousand slaves left Ashantee for two Spanish 
•chooners on the coasts — ^How is an African 
monarch to be taught that he has not a right 
to tum human creatures into mm and tobacco ? 
CHT that the nation which prohibits such an in- 
tercourse are not his enemies t To have free 
access to Ashantee, would command Dag- 
wumba. The people of Inta and Dagwumba 
being commercial, rather than warlike, an in- 
tercourse with them would be an intercourse 
with the interior, as far as Timbuctoo and 
Houssa northwards, and Gassina, if not Boor- 
noo, eastwards. 

After the observations of Mr. Bowdich, se- 
nior officer of the mission, follows the narra- 
tive of Mr. Hutchinson, left as charg6 d'af- 
faires, upon the departure of the other gentle- 
men. Mr. Hutchinson mentions some white 
men residing at Yenn^, whom he supposes to 
have been companions of Park ; and Ali Baba, 
a man of good character and consideration, 
upon the eve of departure from these regions, 
assured him, that there were two Europeans 
thea resident at Timbuctoo.— In his observa- 
tions on the river Gaboon, Mr. Bowdich has 
the following information on the present state 
of the slave trade : — 

"Three Portuguese, one French, and two 
large Spanish ships, visited the river for slaves 
during our stay ; and the master of a Liver- 
pool vessel assured me that he had fallen in 
with twenty-two between Gaboon and the Con- 
go. Their grand rendezvous is Ma3rumba. 
The Portuguese of St. Thomas's and Prince's 
Islands send small schooner boats to Gaboon 
for slaves, which are kept, after they are trans- 
pofted this short distance, until the coast is 



clear for shipping them to America. A thirA 
large Spanish ship, well armed, entered the 
river the^night before we quitted it, and hurried 
our exit, for one of that character was commit- 
ting piracy in the neighbouring rivers. Having 
suffered from falling into their hands before, I 
felicitated myself on the escape. We were 
afterwards chased and boarded by a Spanish 
armed schooner, with three hundred slaves on 
board ; they only desired provisions.** 

These are the most important extracts from 
this publication, which is certainly of conside- 
rable importance, from the account it gives us 
of a people hitherto almost entirely nidmown ; 
and rrom the light which the very diligent and 
laborious inquiries of Mr. Bowdich have 
thrown upon the geography of Africa, and the 
probability held out to us of approaching the 
great kingdoms on the Niger, by means of an 
intercourse by no means difficult to be esta- 
blished with the kingdoms of Inta and Dag^ 
wumba. The river Volta flows into the Oulf 
of Guinea, in latitude 7° north. It is naviga- 
ble, and by the natives navigated for ten days, 
to Odentee. Now, from Odentee to SaUagfaa, 
the capital of the kingdom of Inta, is but foor 
days' journey ; and seven days' journey from. 
Sailagha, through the Inta Jam of Zengoo, is 
Yahndi, the capital of Dagwumba. Yahndi is 
described to be beyond comparison larger than 
Coomassie, the houses much better built and 
ornamented. The Ashantees who had visited 
it, told Mr. Bowdich they had frequently lost 
themselves in the streets. The king has beea 
converted by the Moors, who have settled 
themselves therein great numbers. Mr. Lucas 
calls it the Mahometan kingdom of D^gomba; 
and it was represented to him as pecnliariy 
wealthy and civilized. The maricets of Yahndi 
are described as animated scenes of commerce, 
constantly crowded with merchants from al- 
most all Uie countries of the interior. It seems 
to us, that the best way of becoming acquainted 
with Africa, is not to plan such sweeping ex* 
peditions as have been lately sent out by go- 
vernment, but to submit to become acquainted 
with it by degrees, and to acquire by little and 
little a knowledge of the best methods of arrang- 
ing expeditions. The kingdom of Dagwumba, 
for instance, is not 200 miles ftom a well-known 
and regular water carriage, on the Volta. 
Perhaps it is nearer, but the distance is not 
greater than this. It is one of the most com- 
mercial nations in Africa, and one of the most 
civilized ; and yet it is utterly unknown, ex- 
cept by report, to Europeans. Then why not 
plan an expedition to Dagwumba? Tlie ex- 
pense of which would be very trifling, and the 
issue known in three or four months. The in- 
formation procured from such a wise and 
moderate undertaking, would enable any future 
mission to proceed with much greater ease 
and safety into the interior ; or prevent them 
from proceeding, as they hitherto have done 
to their own destmction. We strongly be» 
lieve, with Mr. Bowdich, that this is the right 
road to the Niger. 

Nothing in this world is created in vain : 
lions, tigers, conquerors, have their use. Am- 
bitious monarchs. who are the curse of civi- 
lized nations, are the civilizers of savage people. 
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With a nundier of little iDdependent hordes, 
ciTilizatioB is impossible. The/ must hare a 
common interest before there can be peace ; 
and be directed by one will before there can 
be order. When mankind are prevented from 
dai^ quarrelling and fitting, they first begin 
to improre; and all this, we are afraid, is 
only to be accomplished, in the first instance. 



by some great conqueror. We sympathize, 
therefore, with the victories of the King of 
Ashantee— and feel ourselves, for the first 
time, in love with military glory. The ex- 
emperor of the French wonld, at Coomassie, 
Dagwomba, or Intat be an eminent benefactor 
to the human race. 



WITTMAN'S TRAVELS/ 

[EnufBUKOH Rbvisw, 1803.] 



Dr. Wittxav was sent abroad with the 
military mission to Turkey, towards the spring 
of 1799, and remained attached to it daring 
its residenee in the neighbourhood of Con- 
stantinople, its march through the desert, and 
it% short operations in Egypt. The military 
mission, consisting of General Koehler, and 
some officers and privates of the artillery and 
engineers, amounting on the whole to seventy, 
ware assembled at Oonstantinople, June, 1799, 
whieh fhey left in the same month of the fol- 
lowing 3rear, joined the grand vizier at Jafia in 
Joly, and entered Egypt with the Turks in 
April, 1801. After Uie military operations 
were concluded there, Dr. Wittman returned 
home by Constantinople, Vienna, dec. 

The travels are written in the shape of a 
journal, which begins and concludes with the 
events which we have just mentioned. It is 
obvious that the route described by Dr. Wittman 
is not new: he could make no cursory and 
superficial observations upon. the people whom 
he saw, or the countries through which he 
passed, with which the public are not already 
familiar. If his travels were to possess any 
merit at all, they were to derive that merit 
from accurate physical researches, from copi- 
ous information on the state of medicine, sur- 
gery, and disease in Turkey ; and above all, 
perhaps, from gratifjring the rational curiosity 
which all inquiring minds must feel upon the 
nature of the plague, and the indications of 
cure. Dr. Wittman, too, was passing over 
the same ground trodden by Bonaparte in 
his Byrian expedition, and had an ample 
oppprtunity of inquiring its probable object, 
and the probable success.which (but for the 
heroic defence of Acre) might have attended 
it ; he was on the theatre of Bonaparte's im- 
puted crimes, as well as his notorious defeat ; 
and might have brought us back, not anile 
conjecture, but sound evidence of events 
which must determine his character, who may 
determine our fate. We should have been 
happy also to have found in the travels of Dr. 
Wittman a full account of the tactics and 
mahcBuvres of the Turkish army; and this it 
would not have been difficult to have obtained 
through the medium of his military com- 
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panions. 8uch appear to us to be the snb* 
jects, from an able discussion of which, Dr. 
Wittman might have derived considerable 
reputation, by gratifjring the ardour of tempo- 
rary curiosity, and adding to the stock of per> 
manent knowledge. 

Upon opening Dr. Wittman's book, we 
turned, with a considerable degree of interest, 
to the subject of Jaffii; and to do justice to ^ 
doctor, we shall quote all that he has said upon 
the subject of Bonaparte's conduct at this place. 

''After a breach had been efiected, the French 
troops stormed and carried the place. It was 
probably owing to the obstinate defence mads 
by the Turks, that the French commander-in- 
chief was induced to give orders for the horrid 
massacre which succeeded. Four thousand 
of the wretched inhabitants who had sur- 
rendered, and who had in vain implored the 
mercy of their conquerors, were, together 
with a part of the late Turkish garrison of 
El-Arish (amounting, it has been said, to %Ya 
or six hundred^ dragged out in cold blood, 
four days after the French had obtained poaieesian 
of Jaffa, to the sand hills, about a league dis- 
tant, in the way to Gaza, and there most 
inhumanly put to death. I have seen the 
skeletons of these unfortunate victims, which 
lie scattered over the hills ; a modem Golgotha, 
which remains a lasting disgrace to a nation 
calling itsdf civilized. It would give pleasure 
to the author of this work, as well as to every 
liberal mind, to hear these facts contradicted 
on substantial evidence. Indeed, I am sorry 
to add, that the charge of cruelty against the 
French general does not rest here. It having 
been reported, that, previously to the retreat 
of Uie French army from Syria, their com- 
mander-in-chief had ordered all the French 
sick at Jafia to be poisoned, I was led to make 
the inquiry to which every one who should 
have visited the spot would naturally have 
been directed, respecting an act of such sin 
gular, and, it should seem, wanton inhumanity. 
It concerns me to have to state, not only that 
such a circumstance was positively asserted 
to have happened, but that, while in Egvpt, aa 
individual was pointed out to us, as naving 
been the executioner of these dianoAcal com 
mands."— (p. 128.) 

Now, in this pa88a%e^'Iit*Vl\\xsB»!CL^«Kt^t<^ 



9^ 



WC«KB OF THE RET. SYDNEY fflimi. 



other evidence whaterer of the massacre, than 
that he had seen the skeletons scattered orer 
the hills, and that the fact was universally 
believed. But how does Dr. Wittman know 
what skeletons those were which he sawt 
An oriental camp, affected by the plague, 
ieares as many skeletons behind it as a mas- 
sacre. And though the Turks bury their dead, 
the doctor complains of the very little depth 
at which they are interred; so that jackals, 
high winds, and a sandy soil, might, with great 
facility, undo the work of Turkish sextons. 
Let any one read Dr. Wittman's account of 
the camp near Jaffa, where the Turks remained 
so long in company with the military mission, 
and he will immediately perceive that, a year 
afler their departure, it might have been mis- 
taken, with great ease, for the scene of a 
massacre. The spot which Dr. Wittman saw 
might have been the spot where a battle had 
been fought In the turbulent state of Syria, 
and amidst the variety of its barbarous inhabit- 
ants, can it be imagined that every bloody 
battle, with its precise limits and circumscrip- 
tion, is accurately committed to tradition, and 
faithfully reported to inquirers t Besides, why 
scattered among hills 1 If 5000 men were 
marched out to a convenient spot and mas- 
sacred, :heir remains would be heaped up in a 
small ^ace, a mountain of the murdered, a 
vast bridge of bones and rottenness. As the 
doctor has described the bone scenery, it has 
much more the appearance of a battle and 
pursuit than of a massacre. After all, this 
gentleman lay eight months under the walls 
of Jaffa; whence comes it he has given us 
no better evidence 1 Were 6000 men mur- 
dered in cold blood by a division of the French 
army, a year before, and did no man remain 
in Jaffa, who said, I saw it done — ^I was pre- 
sent when they were marched out — ^I went the 
next day, and saw the scarcely dead bodies of 
the victims 1 If Dr. Wittman received any 
such evidence, why did he not bring it forward 1 
If he never inquired for such evidence, how is 
he qualified to write upon the subject 1 If he 
inquired for it and could not find it, how is the 
fact credible t 

■ This autho** cannot make the same excuse 
as Sir Robe/c Wilson, for the suppression of 
his evidence, as there could be no probability 
that Bonaparte would wreak his vengeance 
upon Soliman Aga, Mustapha Cawn, Sidi 
Mahomet, or any given Turks, upon whose 
positive evidence Dr. Wittman might have 
rested his accusation. Two such wicked acts 
as the poisoning and the massacre, have not 
been committed within the memory of man ; — 
within the same memory, no such extraordinary 
person nas appeared, as he who is said to have 
committed them ; and yet, though their com- 
mission must have been public, no one has 
yet said, Ftrft ego. The accusation still rests 
upon hearsay. 

At the same time, widely disseminated as 
this accusation has been over Europe, it is 
extraordinary that it has not been contradicted 
in print: and, though Sir Robert Wilson's 
book must have been read in France, that no 
officer of the division of Bon has come for- 
ward in vindicatiou of a criminal who couLd 



repay incredulity so welL General Andpeoni, 
who was with the First Consul in Syria, treats 
the accusations as contemptible ialaehaods. 
But though we are convinced he is a man of 
character, his evidence has certainly less 
weight, as he may have been speakiiig m. Um 
mask of diplomacy. As to the general eireii- 
lation of the reiK>rt, he must diink Brash 
higher of the sagacity of multitudes than we 
do, who would convert this into a reason of 
belief. Whoever thinks it so easy to get at 
truth in the midst of passion, should lei^ the 
various histories of the recent rebellion in 
Ireland; or he may, if he chooses, believe, 
with thousands of worthy Frenchmen, that the 
infemah was planned by Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Melville. As for us, we will state what ^ipears 
to us to be the truth, should it even chance to 
justify a man in whose lifetime Europe can 
know neither h^piness nor peace. 

The story of the poisoning is given by Dr. 
Wittman precisely m the same'desultonraiaa* 
ner as that of the massacre. "An individaal 
was pointed out to us as the executioner o€ 
these diabolical commands." By how aanj 
persons was he pointed out as tho executioBer! 
by persons of what authority 1 and €i ' 
credibility 1 Was it asserted from 
knowledge, or merely from rumour 1 
comes it that such an agent, after the lUghlcf 
his employer, was not driven awsy bf the 
general indignation of the annjT If Be* 
Wittman had combined this species of infbf^ 
mation with his stories, his conduct would 
have been more just, and his accusatioBS 
would have carried greater weight. At pie- 
sent, when he, who had the opportunity of lefr 
ing us so much, has told us so little, we are 
rather less inclined to believe than we wers 
before. We do not say these accusations are 
not true, but that Dr. Wittman has not proved 
them to be true. 

Dr. Wittman did not see more than two 
cases of plague : he has given both of than 
at full length. The sjrmptoms were, thint, 
headache, vertigo, pains in the limbs, bUious 
vomitings, and painful tumours in Uie groins 
The means of^cure adopted were, to evacuate 
the primae viae ; to give diluting and refreshing 
drinks; to expel the redundant bile by emeties; 
and to assuage the pain in the groin by fomcnlah 
tions and anodynes ; both cases proved fatal 
In one of the cases, the friction with warm oil 
was tried in vain ; but it was thought nsdbl 
in the prevention of plague : the immediats 
effect produced was, to throw the person 
rubbed into a very copious perspiration. A 
patient in t3rphus, who was given over, re- 
covered afler this discipline was administered. 

The boldness and enterprise of medical men 
are quite as striking as the courage displayed 
in battle, and evinces how much the power of 
encountering danger depends upon habits- 
Many a military veteran would tremble to feed 
upon pui; to sleep in sheets running with' 
water ; or to draw up the breath of feverish 
patients. Dr. White might not, perhaps, have 
marched up to a battery with great fdacrity; 
but Dr. White, in the year 1801, inoculated 
himself in the arms, with recent matter taken 
tcom *the bubo of a pestiferous paticiit, and 
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rubbed the same matter upon difierenc parts 
of hia body. With somewhat less of courage, 
and more of injustice, he wrapt his Arab ser- 
vant in the bed of a person just dead of the 
plague* The doctor died; and the doctor's 
man (perhaps to prove his master's theory, 
that the plague was^not contagious) ran away. 
The bravery aC our naval officers never pro- 
' duced any thing superior to this therapeutic 
' heroism of the doctor's. 

Dr. Wittman has a chapter which he calls 
^n Hutorieal Journal of the Plague; but the in- 
formation which it contains amounts to nothing 
at alL He confesses that he has had no expe- 
rience in the complaint; that he has no remedy 
to offer for its cure, and no theory for its 
cause.* The treatment of the minor plague 
of Egypt, ophthalmia, was precisely the me- 
thod common in this country ; and was gene- 
rally attended with success, where the remedies 
were applied in time. 

Nothing can be conceived more dreadful 
than was the situation of the military mission 
in the Turkish camp ; exposed to a mutinous 
Turkish soldiery, to infection, famine, and a 
scene of the most abominable filth and putre- 
faction ; and this they endured for a year and 
a half, with the patience of apostles of peace, 
rather than war. Their occupation was to 
teach diseased barbarians, who despised them, 
and thought it no small favour that they should 
be permitted to exist in their neighbourhood. 
They had to wimess the cruelties of despotism, 
and the passions of armed and ignorant multi- 
tudes ; and all this embellished with the fair 
probability of being swept off, in some grand 
engagement, by the superior tactics and ac- 
tivity of the enemy to whom the Turks were 
opposed. To the filth, irregularity, and tumult 
of a Turkish camp, as it appeared to the 
British officers in 1800, it is curious to oppose 
the picture of one drawn by Busbequius in the 
middle of the sixteenth century: "Turcae in 
proximis campis tendebant ; cum vero in eo 
loco tribus mensibus vixerim,fuit mihi facultas 
videndorum ipsorum castrorum, et cognos- 
cendse aliqua ex parte discipline ; qua de re 
nisi pauca attingam, habeas fortasse quod me 
accuses. Sumpto habitu Christianis homini- 
bus in illis locis usitato, cum uno aut altero 
comite quacunque vagabar ignotus : primum 
videbam summo ordlne cujusque corporis 
milites suis locis distributos, et, quod vix cre- 
dat, qui nostratis militiae consuetudinem novit, 
summum erat ubique silentium, summa quies, 
rixa nulla, nullum cujusquam insolens factum : 
sed ne nox quidem aut vitulatio per lasciviam 
aut ebrietatem emissa. M hetc ewmma mundi' 
tieSf nulla eterquilinia, nulla purgamenta, nihil 
quod oculos aut nares ofienderet Quicquid 
est hujusmodi, aut defodiunt Turce, aut procul 
a conspectn submovent Sed nee ullas com- 
potationes aut convivia, nullum aleae genus, 
magnum nostratis militiae flagitium, videre 
erat : nulla lusoriarum chartarum, neque tes- 
serarum damna norunt Turc8e.'*«-^«^en' Bu*" 
bfquiiy Epitt. 3, p. 187. Hanovur. 1622. There 



* OiM fliet mentioned by Dr. Wittman appears tn be 
curloaa ;— that Constantinoplo wai nearly free flrom 

flafue during tbe interruption of its commanication with 
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is at present, in the Turkish army, a curious 
mixture of the severest despotism in the com- 
mander, and the most rebellious insolence in 
the soldier. When the soldier misbehaves, 
the vizier cuts his head off, and places it im* 
der his arm. When the soldier is dissatisfied 
with his vizier, he fires his ball through his 
tent, and admonishes him, by these messen- 
gers, to a more pleasant exercise of his au- 
thority. That such severe punishments should 
not confer a more powerful authority, and give 
birth to abetter discipline, is less extraordinary, 
if we reflect, that we hear only that the punish- 
ments are severe, not that they are steady, and 
that they are just ; for, if the Turkish soldiers 
were always punished with the same severity 
when they were in fault, and never but then, it is 
not in human nature to suppose, that the Turk- 
ish army would long remain in as contemptible 
a state as it now is. But the governed soon 
learn to distinguish between systematic energy, 
and the excesses of casual and capricious cru- 
elty ; the one awes them into submission, the 
other rouses them to revenge. 

Dr. Wittman, in his chapter on the Turkish 
army, attributes much of its degradation to the 
altered state of the corps of Janissaries ; the 
original constitution of which corps was cei^ 
tainly botli curious and wise. Tl^e children 
of Christians madeprisoners in the predatory 
incursions of the Turks, or procured in any 
other manner, were exposed in the public 
markets of Constantinople. Any farmer or 
artificer was at liberty to take one into his 
service, contracting with government to pro- 
duee him again when he should be wanted t 
and in the mean time to feed and clothe him, 
and to educate him to such works of labour as 
are calculated to strengthen the body. As the 
Janissaries were kill^ off, the government 
drew upon this stock of hardy orphans for its 
levies ; who, instead of hanging upon weeping 
parents at their departure, came eagerly to the 
camp, as the situation which they had always 
been taught to look upon as the theatre of 
their future glory, and towards which all their 
passions and affections had been bent, from 
their earliest years. Arrived at the camp, they 
received at first low pay, and performed me- 
nial offices for the little division of Janissaries 
to which they vere attached: "Ad Gianizaros 
rescriptus primo meret menstruo stipendio, 
paulo plus minus, unius ducati cum diimidio. 
Id enim militi novitio, et rudi satis esse cen- 
sent Sed tamen ne quid victus necessitati 
desit, cum ea decuria, in cujus contuemium 
adscitus est, gratis cibum capit, ed conditione, 
ut in culinft reliquoque ministerio ei decuriae 
serviat; usum armorum adeptus tyro, cnedum 
tamen suis contubemalibus honore neque sti- 
pendio par unam in sold virtute, se illis aequan- 
di, spem habet: utpote si militiae quae prima 
se obtulerit, tale specimen sui dederit, ut dignus 
judicetur, qui tyrocinio exemptus, honoris 
gradu et stipendii magnitudine, reliquis Gian- 
izaris par habeatur. Qud quidem spe plerique 
tyrones impulsi, multa praeclare audent, et 
fortitudine cum veteranis certant" — Buebegui' 
ut, De Re Mil. eont, Ture. Inttii, Conn/tMm.* The 
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same author observes, that there was no rank 
or dignity in the Tarkish army, to which a 
common Janissary might not arriTe, by his 
courage or his capacity. This last is a most 
powerful motive to exertion, and is, perhaps, 
•one leading cause of the superiority of the 
French arms. Ancient governments promote, 
from numberless causes which ought to have 
no concern with promotion : revolutionary go- 
vernments, and military despotisms, can miUce 
generals of persons who are fit for generals : 
Co enable them to be unjust in all other in- 
stances, they are forced to be just in this. 
What, in fact, are the sultans and pashas of 
Paris, but Janissaries raised from the ranks 1 
At present, the Janissaries are procured from 
the lowest of tiie people, and the spirit of the 
corps is evaporated. The low state of their 
armies is in some degree imputable to this ; 
but the principal reason why the Turks are no 
longer as powerful as they were, is, that they 
are no longer enthusiasts, and that war is now 
become more a business of science than of 
personal courage. 

The person of the greatest abilities in the 
Turkish empire is the capitan pasha; he has 
disciplined some ships and regiments in the 
European fashion, and would, if he were well 
eeconded, bring about some important reforms 
in the Turkish empire. But what is become 
of all the reforms of the famous Oazi Hassan t 
The blaze of partial talents is soon extin- 
guished. Never was there so great a prospect 
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of improvement as that afforded by the exer 
dons of this celebrated man, who, in spite of 
the ridicule thrown upon him l^ Baron de 
Tott, was such a man as the Turks cannot 
txpett to see again once in a century. He 
had the whole power of the Tarkish empire at 
his disposal for fifteen years; and, after re- 
peated efforts to improve the army, abandoned 
the scheme as totally impracticable. The cele- 
brated. Bonneval, in his time, and Be Tott 
since, made the same attempt with the same 
success. They are not to be taught; and six 
months after his death, every thing ttte pretent 
c^itan pasha has done will be immediately 
puUed to pieces. The present grand vizier i» 
a man of no ability. There are soma very 
entertaining instances of his gross ignofaaet 
cited in the ISSd page of the Travekk D^ 
die news being communicated to him tliat the 
earth was round, he observed that this eooM 
not be the case : for the people and the objeeis 
on the other side would in that ease Wi off; 
and that the earth could not move itnmd tiM 
sun ; for if so, a ship bound from Jallk to Co»> 
stantinople, instead of proceeding to die cft^^tal, 
would be carried to London, or elsewhere. We 
cannot end this article without confessing with 
great pleasure the entertainment we hava re- 
ceived from the work which occasions it It 
is an excellent lounging-book, ftill oi ptnaaat 
details, never wearying by prolixity, or offcad> 
ing by presumption, and is apparenUy the pro- 
duction of a respectable, worthy man. 80 to 
we can conscientiously recommend it to the 
public ; for any thing else, 

Non cniTis homini contlofit adire, fcc. Ifce. te. 
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CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 

A l^peech at a Meeting of the Clergy of the Jrehdeaeonrif of the Eatt Biding of VoribMiv, held at Be* 
verley, in that Riding, on Monday, Jpril 11, 1826, /or the Purpo§e of Petitioning ParKamenf, ffc* 



Ma. AKCEDXAcoKr— It U very disagreeable to 
me to difer from so many worthy and respect* 
able clergymen here assembled, and not only 
to differ from them, but, I am afraid, to stand 
alone among them. I woald much rather vote 
in majorities, and join in this, or any other po- 
litical chorus, than to stand unassisted and 
alone, as I am now doing. I dislike such meet- 
ings for such purposes — ^I wish I could* recon- 
cile it to my conscience to stay away from 
them, and to my temperament to be silent at 
them ; but if they are called by others, I deem 
it right to attend—if I attend I must say what 
I think. If it is unwise in us to mret in taverns 
to discuss political subjects, the fault is not 
mine, for I should never think of calling such 
a meeting. If the subject is trite, no blame is 
imputable to me : it is as dull to me to handle 
such subjects, as it is to you to hear them. 
The customary promise on the threshold of an 
inn is good entertainment for man and horse, 
— ^If there is any truth in any part of this sen- 
tence at the Tiger, at Beverley, our horses at 
this moment must certainly be in a state of 
much greater enjoyment than the masters who 
rode them. 

It will be some amusement, however, to this 
meeting, to observe the schism which this 
question has occasioned in my own parish of 
Londesborough. My excellent and respecta- 
ble curate, Mr. Milestones, alarmed at the effect 
of the pope upon the East Riding, has come 
here to oppose me, and there he stands, breath- 
ing war and vengeance on the Vatican. We 
ha^ some previous conversation on this sub- 
ject, and, in imitation of our superiors, we 
agreed not to make it a cabinet question. — ^Mr. 
Milestones, indeed, with that delicacy and pro- 
priety which belong to his character, expressed 
some scruples upon the propriety or voting 
against his rector, but I insisted he should come 
and vote against me. I assured him nothing 
would give me more pain than to think I had 
prevented, in any man, the free assertion of 
honest opinions. That such conduct, on his 
part, instead of causing jealousy and animosi- 
ty between us, could not, and would not fail to 
increase my regard and respect for him. 

I beg leave, sir, before I proceed on this sub- 
ject, to state what I mean by Catholic emanci- 
pation. I mean eligibility of Catholics to all 
civil offices, with the usual exceptions intro- 
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duced into all bills— jealous safeguards for the 
preservatfon of the Protestant church, and for 
the regulation of the intercourse with Homel- 
and, lastly, provision for the Catholic clergy. 

I object, sir, to the law as it stands at pre- 
sent, because it is impolitic, and because it is 
unjust It is impolitic, because it exposes this 
country to the greatest danger in time of war. 
Can you believe, sir, can any man of the most 
ordinary turn for observation, believe, that Uie 
monarchs of Europe mean to leave this coun- 
try in the quitt possession of the high station 
which it at present holds t Is it not obvious 
that a war is coming on between the govern^ 
ments of law and the governments of despot- 
ism 1 — that the weak and tottering race of the 
Bourbons will (whatever our wishes may be) 
be compelled to gratify the wounded vanity of 
the French, by plunging them into a war with 
England. Already they are pitying the Irish 
people, as yon pity the West Indian slaves— 
already they are opening colleges for the recep- 
tion of Irish priests. Will they wait for your 
tardy wisdom and reluctant liberality? Is not 
the present state of Ireland a premium upon 
early invasion t Does it not hold out the most 
alluring invitation to your enemies to begin t 
And if the flag of any hostile power in Europe 
is unfurled in that unhappy country, is there 
one Irish peasant who will not hasten to join 
iti — and not only the peasantrv, sir; the peas- 
antry begin these things, but the peasantry do 
not end them — ^they are soon joined bv an 
order a little above tiiem — and then, after a 
trifling success, a still superior class think it 
worth while to try the risk: men are hurried 
into a rebellion, as the oxen are P]cdled into the 
cave of Cacus — ^tail foremost. The mob first, 
who have nothing to lose but their lives, of 
which every Irishman has nine — then comes 
the shopkeeper— then the parish priest — then 
the vicar-general— then Dr. Doyle, and, lastly, 
Daniel O'Connell. But if the French were to 
make the same blunders respecting Ireland as 
Napoleon committed, if wind and weather pre. 
served Ireland for you a second time, still all 
your resources would be crippled by watching 
Ireland. The force employed for this might 
liberate Spain and Portugal, protect India, or 
accomplish any great purpose of offence or 
defence. 

War, sir, seems to be almost as natural a 
state to mankind as peace ; but if you could 
hope to escape war, is there a more powerlut 
receipt for destroying the prosperity of any 
country than these etennaX ^caKsa^^SK^ ^»ssl^ ^^- 
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tinctions between the two religions? What 
man will carry his industry and his capital 
into a country where his yard measure is a 
sword, his pounce.box a powder-flask* and his 
ledger a return of killed and wounded ? Where 
a cat will get, there I know a cotton-spinner 
will penetrate ; but let these gentlemen wait till 
a few of their factories have been burnt down, 
till one or two respectable merchants of Man- 
chester have been carded, and till they have 
seen the cravatists hanging the shanavlsts in 
cotton twist. In the present fervour for spin- 
ning, ourang^mtangs, sir, would be employed 
to spin, if they could be found in sufficient 
quantities ; but miserably will those reasoners 
be disappointed who repose upon cotton — not 
upon justice — and who imagine this great 
question can be put aside, because^a few hun- 
dred Irish spinners are gaining a morsel of 
bread by the overflowing industry of the Eng- 
lish market. 

But what right have yon to continue these 
rules, sir, these laws of exclusion 1 What ne- 
cessity can you show for it 1 Is the reigning 
monarch a concealed Catholic? — ^Is his suc- 
cessor an open one ? — ^Is there a disputed suc- 
cession ?— Is there a Catholic pretender ? If 
some of these circumstances arc said to have 
justified the introduction, and others the con- 
tinuation of these measures, why does not the 
disappearance of all these circumstances jus- 
tify the repeal of the restrictions ? If you must 
be unjust— if it is a luxury you cannot live 
without — reserve your injustice for the weak, 
and not for the strong—- persecute the Unitari- 
ans, muzzle the Ranters, be unjust to a few 
thousand sectaries, not to six millions — gal- 
vanize a frog, don't galvanize a tiger. 

If you go into a parsonage house iif the 
country, Mr. Archdeacon, you see sometimes a 
style and fashion of furniture which does very 
well for us, but which has had its day in Lon- 
don. It is seen in London no more ; it is ban- 
ished to the provinces ; from the gentlemen's 
houses of the provinces these pieces of furni- 
ture, as soon as they are discovered to be un- 
fashionable, descend to the farm-houses, then 
to cottages, then to the faggot-heap, then to 
the dunghill. As it is with furniture, so is it 
with arguments. I hear at country meetings 
many arguments against the Catholics which 
are never heard in London ; their London ex- 
istence is over — they are only to be met with in 
the provinces, and there they are fast hastening 
down, with clumsy chairs and ill-fashioned 
sofas, to another order of men. But, sir, as 
they are not yet gone where I am sure they are 
going, I shall endeavour to point out their de- 
fects, and to accelerate their descent. 

Many gentlemen now assembled at the Tiger 
Inn, at Beverley, believe that the Catholics do 
Dot keep faith with heretics; these gentlemen 
ought to know that Mr. Pitt put this very ques- 
tion to six of the leading Catholic universities 
in Europe. He inquired of them whether this 
tenet did or did not constitute any part of the 
Catholic faith. The question received from 
these universities the most decided negative; 
they denied that such doctrine formed any part 
of the creed of Catholics. Such doctrine, sir, 
m denird upon oath, in (he bill now pending in 



Parliament, a copy of which I hold ia my hand 
The denial of such a doctrine upon oath is the 
only means by which a Catholic caa relieva 
himself from his present incapacities. If a 
Catholic, therefore, sir, will not take the oath, 
he is not relieved, and remains where yoa wish 
him to remain ; if he does take the oath, yon 
are safe from his peril : if he has no scrapie 
about oaths, of what consequence is it whether 
this bill passes, the very object of which is to 
relieve hmi from oaths ? Look at the fact, sir. 
Do the Protestant cantons of Switzerland, living 
under the same state with the Catholic cantons, 
complain that no faith is kept with heretics 1 
Do not the Catholics and Protestants in the 
kingdom of the Netherlands meet in one com- 
nion Parliament ? Could iheyf pursue a com- 
mon purpose, have common friends, and com- 
mon enemies, if there was a shadow of truth in 
this doctrine imputed to the Catholics ? The 
religious afiairs of this last kingdom are lAan- 
aged with the strictest impartiality to both sects? 
ten Catholics and ten Protestants (gentlemen 
need not look so much surprised to hear it), 
positively meet together, sir, in the same room. 
They constitute what is called the religious 
committee for the kingdom of the Netherlands, 
and so extremely desirous are they of presenring 
the strictest impartiality, that they have cbosea 
a Jew for their secretary. Their conduct has 
been unimpeachable and unimpeached; the 
two sects are at peace with each other ; and 
the doctrine, that no faith is kept with heretics, 
would, I assure you, be very little credited at 
Amsterdam or the Hague, cities as essentially 
Protestant as the town of Beverley. 

Wretched is our condition, and still mortf 
wretched the condition of Ireland, if the Catho- 
lic does not respect his oath. He serves on 
grand and petty juries in both countries ; we 
trust our lives, our liberties, and our properties, 
to his conscientious reverence of an oath, and 
yet, when it suits the purposes of party to bring 
forth this argument, we say he has no respect 
for oaths. The right to a landed estate of 
3000/. per annum was decided last week, in 
York, by a jury, the foreman of which was a 
Catholic; does any human being, harbour a 
thought, that this gentleman, whom we all 
know and respect; would, under any circum- 
stances, have thought more lightly of the obli- 
gation of an oath, than his Protestant brethren 
of the box ? We all disbelieve these arguments 
of Mr. A. the Catholic, and of Mr. B. the Catho- 
lic : but we believe them of Catholics in gen- 
eral, of the abstract Catholics, of the Catholic 
of the Tiger Inn, at Beverley, the formidable un- 
known Catholic, that is so apt to haunt our 
clerical meetings. 

I observe that some gentlemen who argue 
this question, are very bold about other offices, 
but very jealous lest Catholic gentlemen should 
become justices of the peace. If this jealousy 
is justifiable anywhere, it is justifiable in Ire- 
land, where some of the best and most respect- 
able magistrates are Catholics 

It is not true that the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion is what it was. I meet that assertion with 
a plump denial. The pope does not dethrone 
kings, nor give away kingdoms, does not ex- 
tort money, has given up, in some in^^tanccs, 
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the nomination of bishops to Catholic pnnces, 
in some, I beliere, to Protestant princes ; Pro* 
tesiant worship is now carried on at Rome. In 
the Low Countries, the seat of the Duke of 
Alva's cruelties, the Catholic tolerates the Pro* 
testant, and sits with him in the same Parlia- 
ment— the same in Hongary — the same in 
France. The first use which even the Spanish 
people made of their ephemeral liberty, was to 
destroy the Inquisition. It was destroyed also 
by the mob of Portugal. I am so far from 
thinldng the Catholic not to be more tolerant 
than he was, that I am much afraid the English, 
who gave the first lesson of toleration to man- 
kind, will very soon have a great deal to learn 
from their pupils. 

Some men quarrel with the Catholics, be* 
cause their language was violent in the Asso- 
ciation ; but a groan or two, sir, aAer two hun* 
dred years of incessant tyranny, may surely be 
forgiven. A few warm phrases to compensate 
the legal massacre of a million of Irishmen are 
not unworthy of our pardon. All this hardly 
deserves the eternal incapacity of holding civH 
offices. Then they quarrel with the Bible Soci- 
ety; in other woMs they vindicate that ancient 
tenet of their church, that the Scriptures are not 
to be left to the unguided judgment of the laity. 
The objection to Catholics is, that they did what 
Catholics ought to do — and do not many pre* 
lates of our church object to the Bible Society, 
and contend that the Scriptures ought not to be 
circulated without the comment of the Prayer 
Book and the Articles 1 If they are right, the 
Catholics are not wrong; and if the Catholics 
are wrong, they are in such good company, that 
we ought to respect their errors. 

Why not pay their clergy 1 the Presbyterian 
clergy in the north of Ireland are paid by the 
state : the Catholic clergy of Canada are pro- 
vided for: the priests of the Hindoos are, I 
believe, in some of their temples, paid by the 
Company. You must surely admit that the 
Catholic religion (the religion of two-thirds of 
Europe), is better than no religion. I do not 
regret that the Irish are under the dominion of 
the priests. I am glad that so savage a people 
as the lower orders of Irish are under the do- 
minion of their priests ; for it is a step gained 
to place such beings under any influence, and 
the clergy are always the first civilizers of man- 
kind. The Irish are deserted by their natural 
aristocracy, and I should wish to make their 
priesthood respectable in their appearance, and 
easy in their circumstances. A government 
provision has produced the most important 
changes in the opinions of the Presbyterian 
clergy of the north of Ireland, and has changed 
them from levellers and Jacobins into reasona- 
ble men; it would not fail to improve most 
materially the political opinions of the Catholic 
priests. This cannot, however, be done, with- 
out the emancipation of the laity. No priest 
would dare to accept a salary from government, 
unless this preliminary was settled. I am 
aware it would give to government a tremen- 
dous power in that country ; but I must choose 
the least of two evils. The great point, as phy- 
sicians say, in some diseases, is to resl<«t the 
tendency to death. The great object of our day 
is to prevent the loss of Ireland, and the conse- 



quent ruin df England; to obviate the tendency 
to death ; we will first keep the patient alive, 
and then dispute about his diet and his medi- 
cine^ 

Suppose a law were passed, that no clergy- 
man who had ever held a living in the East 
Riding, could be made a bishop. Many gentle- 
men here (who have no hopes of ever being 
removed m>m their parishes) would feel the 
restriction of the law as a considerable degra- 
dation. We should soon be pointed at as A 
lower order of clergymen. It would not be 
long before the common people would find some 
fortunate epithet for us, and it would not be long 
either before we should observe in our brethren 
of the north and west an air of superiority, 
which would aggravate not a little the justice 
of the privation. Every man feels the insult 
thrown upon his caste ; tiie insulted partyfalls 
lower, every body else becomes higher. There 
are heart-burnings and recollections. Peace 
flies from that land. The volume of parlia- 
mentary evidence I have brought here is loaded 
with the testimony of witnesses of all ranks and 
occupations, stating to the House of Commons 
the undoubted eflTects produced upon the lower 
order of Catholics by these disqualifying laws, 
and the lively interest they take in their re- 
moval. I have seventeen quotations, sir, from 
this evidence, and am ready to give any gen- 
tleman my references ; but I forbear to read 
them, from compassion to my reverend breth- 
ren, who have trotted many miles to vote 
against the pope, and who will trot back in the 
dark, if I attempt to throw additional light upon 
the subject. 

I have also, sir, a high-spirited class of gen- 
tleman to deal with, who will do nothing from 
fear, who admit the danger, but think it dis- 
graceful to act as if they feared it. There is a 
degree of fear, which destroys a man's faculties, 
renders him incapable of acting, and makes 
him ridiculous. There is another Sort of fear, 
which enables a man to foresee a coming evil, 
to measure it, to examine his powers of resist- 
ance, to balance the evil of submission against 
the evils of opposition or defeat, and if he thinks 
he must be ultimatelsr overpowered, leads him 
to find a good escape in a good time. I can see 
no possible disgrace in feeling this sort of fear, 
and in listening to its suggestions. But it is 
mere cant to say, that men will not be actuated 
by fear in such questions as these. Those who 
pretend not to fear now, would be the first to 
fear upon the approach of danger ; it is always 
the case with this distant valour. Most of the 
concessions which have been given to the Irish 
have been given to fear. Ireland would have 
been lost to this country, if the British legisla- 
ture had not, with all the rapidity and precipi- 
tation of the truest panic, passed those acts 
which Ireland did not ask, but demanded in the 
time of her armed associations. I should nol 
think a man brave, but mad, who did not fear 
the treasons and rebellions of Ireland in time 
of war. I should think him not dastardly, bui 
consummately wise, who provided against them 
in time of peace. The Catholic question has 
made a greater progress since the opening of 
this Parliament than I ever remember it to have 
made, and it has made that \^tns8CQ»&^s^^»< ^^ 
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alone. The House of Commons were aston- 
ished by the union of the Irish Catholics. They 
saw that Catholic Ireland had discovered her 
strength, and stretched out her limbs, and felt 
manly powers, and called for manly treatment ; 
and the Hoase of Commons wisely and practi- 
cally yielded to the innovations of time, and the 
shining attitude of hun^an affairs. 

I admit the church, sir, to be in great danger. 
I am sure the state is so also. My remedy for 
these evils is, to enter into an alliance with the 
Irish people — to conciliate the clergy, by giving 
them pensions — ^to ioyalize the laity, by putting 
them on a footing with the Protestant. My 
remedy is the old one, approved of from the 
beginning of the world, to lessen dangers, by 
increasing friends, and appeasing enemies. I 
think it most probable, that under this system 
of crown patronage, the clergy will be quiet. 
A Catholic layman, who finds all the honours of 
the state open to him, will not, I think, run into 
treason and rebellion — will not live with a rope 
about his neck, in order to turn our bishops out, 
and put his own in ; he may not, too, be of 
opinion that the utility of his bishop will be 
four times as great, because his income is four 
tiibes as large ; but whether he is or not, he 
will never endanger his sweet acres (large mea- 
sure) for such questions as these. Anti-Trini- 
tarian Dissenters sit in the House of Com- 
mons, whom we believe to be condemned to the 
punishments of another world. There is no 
limit to the introduction of Dissenters into 
both houses — Dissenting Lords or Dissenting 
Commons. What mischief have Dissenters 
for this last century and a half plotted against 
the Church of England 1 The Catholic lord 
and the Catholic gentleman (restored to their 
fair rights) will never join with levellers and Ico- 
noclasts. You will find them defending you 
hcreaAer against your Protestant enemies. — 
The crosier in any hand, the mitre on any head, 
are more tolerable in the eyes of a Catholic 
than dojkological Barebones and tonsured Crom- 
well. 

Wc preach to our congregations, sir, that a 
tree is known by its fruits. By the fruits it 
produces I will judge your system. What has 
It done for Ireland 1 New Zealand is emerg- 
ing — Otaheite is emerging — ^Ireland is not 
emerging — she is still veiled in darkness — her 
children, safe under no law, live in the very 
shadow of death. Has your system of exclu- 
sion made Ireland rich 1 Has it made Ireland 
loyal? Has it made Ireland free! Has it 
made Ireland happy 1 How is the wealth of 
Ireland proved 1 Is it by the naked, idle, suf- 
fering savages, who are slumbering on the mud 
floor of their cabins ? In what does the loyalty 
of Ireland consist 1 Is it in the eagerness with 
which they would range themselves under the 
hostile banner of any invader, for your destruc 
lion and for your distress 1 Is it liberty wften 
men breathe and move among the bayonets of 
English soldiers t Is their happiness and their 
history any thing but such a tissue of murders, 
burnings, hanging, famine, and disease, as never 
existed before in the annals of the world ! — 
This is the system which, I am sure, with very 
different intentions, and different views of its 
rdects,jroa an met this day to uphold. These 



are the dreadful eonsequeneafl^ which ifcoM 
laws your petition prays may be continiMd, 
have produced upon Ireland. From the prin- 
ciples of that 8]r8tem» from the crodty of thote 
laws, I turn, and turn with die homage of my 
whole hear^ to that memorable proelammtioii 
which the head of our church — the present nu^ 
narch of these realms — ^has lately made to his 
hereditary dominions of Hanover— 2^l4if«o0tM 
thould be tubfeded to cwil inetgtaeitia on aceommt of 
reUgiotti opinioru. Sir, there have been many 
memorable things done in this reign. Hostile 
armies have been destroyed; fleets have been 
captured ; formidable combinations have been 
broken to pieces — but this tenHmentt m iht wtontk 
of a kingf deserves more than all glories and 
victories the notice of that historian who is des- 
tined to tell to future ages the deeds of the Eng- 
lish people. I hope he will lavish upon it 
every gem which glitters in the cabinet of geaiiiSv 
and so uphold it to the world that it will be re 
membered when Waterloo is foiigotten, and 
when the fall of Paris is blotted oat from the 
memory of man. Great as it is, sir, this ia not 
the only pleasure I have received in these lat- 
ter days. I have seen, within these few week«, 
a degree of wisdom in our mercantile laws, 
such superiority to vulgar prejudice, views so 
just and so profound, that it seemed to me as if 
I was reading the works of a speculative econo- 
mist, rather than the improvement of a practical 
politician, agreed to by a legislative assembly, 
and upon the eve of being carried into execu- 
tion, for the benefit of a great people. Let who 
will be their master, I honour and praise the 
ministers who have learnt such a lesson. I re- 
joice that I have lived to see such an improve- 
ment in English affairs — that the stabborn resis- 
tance to all improvement — the contempt of all 
scientific reasoning, and the rigid adhesion to 
every stupid error which so long characterized 
the proceedings of this country, are fast giving 
away to better things, under better men, jdaeed 
in better circumstances. 

I confess it is not without severo pain that, 
in the midst of all this expansion and improve- 
ment, I perceive that in our profession we are 
still calling for the same exclusion — still ask- 
ing that the same fetters maybe riveted on oar 
fellow-creatures — still mistaking what consti* 
tutes the weakness and misfortune of tht 
church, for that which contributes to its glory, 
its dignity, and its strength. Sir, there are two 
petitions at this moment in this house, against 
two of the wisest and best measures which 
ever came into the British Parliament, against 
the impending corn law and against the Catholic 
emancipation — the one bill intended to increase 
the comforts, and the other to allay the bad pas- 
sions of man. — Sir, I am not in a situation of life 
to do much good, but I will take caro that I will 
not willingly do any evil^ — ^llie wealth of the 
Riding should not tempt me to petition against 
either of those bills. With the corn bill, I have 
nothing to do at this time. Of the Catholic 
emancipation bill, I shall say, that it will be 
the foundation stone of a lasting religious 
peace; that it will give to Ireland not all diat 
it wants, but what it most wants, and without 
which no other boon will be of any avail. 

When this bill passes, it will be a signal to 
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all (he religfoas sects of that unhappy country 
to lay aside their mataal hatred, and to liye in 
peace, as equal men should live under equal 
law — when this bill passes, the Orange flag 
will fall — when this bill passes, the Green flag 
of the rebel will fall— *when this bill passes, no 



other flag will fly in the land of Erin than that 
flag which blends the lion with the harp — that 
flag which, wherever it does fly, is the sign of 
freedom and of joy — the only banner in Europe 
which floats over a limited king and a free 
people. 



SPEECH AT THE TAUNTON REFORM MEETING-' 



Ma. Bjliltff, — ^This is the greatest measure 
which has ever been before Parliament in my 
l^me, and the most pregnant with good or evil 
to the country; and though I seldom meddle 
with political meetings, I could not reconcile it 
to my conscience to be absent from this. 

Every year, for this half century, the ques- 
tion of reform has been pressing upon us, till 
it has swelled up at last into this great and 
awful combination ; so that almost every city 
and every borough in England are at this mo- 
ment assembled for the same purpose, and are 
doing the same thing we are doing. It damps 
the ostentation of argument and mitigates the 
pain of doubt, to believe (as I believe) that the 
measure is inevitable ; the consequences may 
be good or bad, but done it must be ; I defy the 
most determined enemy of popular influence, 
either now or a little lime from now, to prevent 
a reform in Parliament. Some years ago, by 
timely concession, it might have been prevent- 
ed. If members had been granted to Birming' 
ham, Leeds, and Manchester, and other preat 
towns, as opportunities occurred, a spirit of 
conciliation would have been evince<lf and the 
people might have been satisiied irfth a reform, 
which though remote would h^re been gradual ; 
but with the customary blio<ftiess and insolence 
of human beirfgs, the d^y of adversity was for- 
gotten, the rapid imfjfovement of the people 
was not noticed ; tf^e object of a certain class 

* 1 WM a siiMsere friend to reform; I am lo itlll. It 
wai a great dt^\ too violent— bat the only iuttlficatlon 
i«, tliat yoH cannot reform as yoa wish, by degrees ; 
yoa roii«t avail yourielf of the few opportnnitiei that 
present themselves. The reform earned, it became ibe 
business of every honest man to turn it to good, and to 
see that the people (drunk with their new power) did 
not ruin our ancient institutions. We have been in 
considerable danger, and that danger it not over. What 
alarms me most Is the large price paid by both parties 
for popular ftivour. The yeomanry were put down: 
nothing could be more grossly absurd — the people were 
rising up against the poor-laws, and such an excellent 
and permanent force was abolished because they were 
not deemed a proper force to deal with popular Insur- 
rections. You may Just as well object to put out a fire 
with pond water because pump water is better for the 
purpose : I say, put out the fire with the first water you 
can get ; but the truth is, radicals don't like armed yeo- 
men : they have an ugly homicide appearance. Again, 
—a million of revenue Is given up in the nonsensical 
penny-post scheme, to please my old, excellent, and 
universally dissentient Mend, Noah Warburton. I ad- 
mire the whig ministry, and think they have done more 
good things than all the ministries since the Revolu- 
tion ; but these concessions are sad and unworthy 
marks of weakness, and fill reasonable men with Just 
alarm. All this folly has uken place since they have 
become ministers upon principles of chivalry and gal- 
lantry ; and the toHes, too, for fiear of the people, have 
been much too quiet. There \b only one principle of 
public conduct — Do wAat von think rigki, and UUuvlme* 
nnd power n* an oeeidenL Upon any Other plan, ofllce is 
habbincis, labour, and sorrow. 
47 



of politicians was to please the court and to 
gratify their own arrogance by treating every 
attempt to expand the representation, and to 
increase the popular influence, with every spe- 
cies of contempt and obloquy : the golden op- 
portunity was lost ; and now proud lips must 
swallow bitter potions. 

The arguments and the practices (as I re- 
member to have heard Mr. Huskisson say), 
which did very well twenty years ago, will not 
do now. The people read too much, think too 
much, see too many newspapers, hear too 
many speeches, have their eyes too intensely 
fixed upon political events. But if it was pos- 
sible to put ofi* parliamentary^ reform a week 
ago, is it possible now! When a monarch 
(whose amiable and popular manners have, I 
verily beHeve, saved us from a revolution) ap- 
proves the measure — when a minister of exaU- 
ed character plans and fashions it — ^when a 
^ cabinet of such varied talent and disposition 
protects it — when such a body of the aristocra- 
cy vote for it — when the hundred-horse power 
of the press is labouring for it ; — who does not 
know, afVe^ this, (whatever be the decision of 
the present Parliament,) that the measure is 
virtually carried — and that all the struggle 
between such annunciation of 'such a plan* 
Etnd its completion, is tumult, disorder, <usaf- 
fection, and (it may be) ]K>litical ruin t 

An honourable member of the honourable 
house, much connected with this town, and 
once its representative, seems to be amazingly 
surprised, and equally dissatisfied, at this com- 
bination of king, ministers, nobles, and people, 
against his opinion : — like the gentleman who 
came home from serving on a jury very much 
disconcerted, and complaining he had met with 
eleven of the most obstinate people he had ever 
seen in his life, whom he found it absolutely 
impossible by the strongest arguments to bring 
over to his way of thinking. 

They tell you, gentlemen, that you have grown 
rich and powerful with these rotten boroughs, 
and that it would be madness to part with 
them, or to alter a constitution which had pro- 
duced such happy eflects. There happens, 
gentlemen, to live near my parsonage a labour 
ing man, of very superior character and under 
standing to his fellow-labourers ; and who has 
made snch good use of that superiority, that 
he has saved what is (for his station in life) 
a very considerable snm of money, and if his 
existence is extended to the common period^ 
he will die rich. It happens, however, that ha 
is (and long has been) troubled with violei. 
stomachic pains, for whicK hft \ba& VoiSfiftxNK^ ^ 
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tained no relief, and which reiHy are the bane 
and torment of his life. Now, umj excellent 
labonrer were* to send for a phjrsician, and to 
eonsalt him respecting this malady, would it 
not be very singalar langoage if our doctor 
were to say to him, « My good friend, yon snre. 
W will not be so rash as to attempt to get rid of 
these pains in yonr stomach. Have yoa not 
arown rich with these pains in your stomach 1 
have yon nof risen nnder them from poverty 
to prosperity 1 has not your situation, since you 
were first attacked, been improving every year t 
You surely will not be so foolish and so indis- 
creet as to part with the pains in yonr sto- 
mach 1" — Whjr, what would be the answer of 
the rustic to this nonsensical monition t *< Mon- 
ster of rhubarb ! (he would say) I am not rich 
in consequence of the pains in my stomach, 
hot in spite of the pains in my stomach ; and 
I should have been ten times richer, and fiAy 
times happier, if I had never had any pains in 
my stomach at all.** Gentlemen, these rotten 
boroughs are your pains in the stomach— and 
you would have been a much richer and greater 
people if you had never had them at all. Your 
wealth and your power have been owing, 
not to the debased and corrupted parts of 
the House of Commons, but to the many inde- 
pendent and honourable members whom it has 
always contained within its walls. If there 
bad been a few more of these very valuable 
members for close boroughs, we should, I verily 
believe, have been by this time about as free 
as Denmark, Sweden, or the Get manized slates 
of Italy. 

They tell you of the few men of name antl 
character who have sat for boroughs ; but no- 
thing is said of those mean and menial men 
who are sent down every day by their aristo- 
cratic masters to continue unjust and unneces- 
sary wars, to prevent inquiring into profligate 
expenditure, to take money out of your pock- 
ets, or to do any other bad or base thing which 
the minister of the .day may reauire at their 
andean hands. What mischief, it is asked, 
have these boroughs done ! I believe there is 
not. a day of your lives in which you are not 
suffering in all the taxed commodities of life 
from the accumulation of bad votes of bad 
men. But, Mr. Bailiff, if this wen othtrufue, if 
If really were a great political invention, that 
eities of 100,000 men should have no repre- 
sentatives, because those representatives were 
wanted for political ditches, political walls, and 
political parks; that the people should be 
Dought and sold like any other commodity; 
that a retired merchant should be able to go 
into the market and buy ten shares in the go- 
yemmefit of twenty millions of his fellow- 
subjects ; yet can such asseverations be made 
openly before the people? Wise men, men 
conversant with human affairn, may whisper 
such theories to each other in retirement ; but 
can the people ever be taught that it is right 
they should be bought and sold ? Can the ve- 
hemence of eloquent democrats be met with 
such arguments and theories ? Can the doubts 
of honest and limited men be met by such ar- 
guments and theories t The moment such a 
government is looked at by all the people it is 
if»9* ft is impoatible to explain, defend* and 



recommend it to the mass of miikiiMl. And 
true enough it is, that as often as misfivtono 
threatens us at home, or imitation excites at 
from alHoad, political reform is elnmond tot 
by the people — there it stands, and ever wiH 
stand, in the apprehension of the muHit o ds 
reform, the cure of every evil — corruption, thi 
source of every misfortune — (amine, deleatp 
decayed trade, depressed agriculture, will all. 
lapse into the question of reform. Till that 
question is set at rest (and it may be set at 
rest), all will be disaffection, tumult, and pei^ 
haps (which God avert !^ destruction. 

But democrats and agitators (and democrats 
and agitators there are in the world), will not 
be contented with this reform. Perhaps no^ 
sir; I never hope to content men whose game 
is never to be contented^but if they are aol 
contented, I am sure their discontent wiU thea 
comparatively be of little importance. I am 
afraid of them now; I have no arguments to 
answer them : but I shall not be afraid of them 
aAer this bill, and would tell them boldly, ia 
the middle of their mobs, that there was no 
longer cause for agitation and excitement, and 
that they were intending wickedly to the pco* 
pie. You may depend upon it such a measors 
would destroy their trade, as the repeal of do- 
ties would destroy the trade of the smuggler; 
their functions would be carried on faintly, and 
with little profit; you would soon feel thatyoar 
position was stable, solid, and safe. 

All would be well, it is urged, if they woald 
but let the people alone. But what chance is 
there, I demand, of these wise politicians, that 
the people will ever be let alone ; that the on^ 
tor will lay down his craft, and the demagogue 
forgei his cunning t If many things were let 
alone, wlUch never will be let* alone, the aspect 
of human affairs would be a little varied. U 
the winds would let the waves alone, there 
would be no storms. If gentlemen would let 
ladies alone, there wciqld be no unhappy mar- 
riages, and deserted damsels. If persons who 
can reason no better than this, would leave 
speaking alone, the school of eloquence might 
be improved. I have little hopes, however, of 
witnessing any of these acts of forbearance, 
particularly the last, and so we must (however 
foolish it may appear), proceed to make laws 
for a people who, we are sure, will not be let 
alone. 

We might really imagine, from the obje^ 
tions made to the plan of reform, that the great 
mass of Englishmen were madmen, robbers, 
and murderers. The kingly power is to be de* 
stroyed, the House of Loitis is to be annihilat- 
ed, the church is to be ruined, estates are to be 
confiscated. I am quite at a loss to ^M in 
these perpetrators of crimes — in this mass id 
pillagers and lunatics — the steady and respect- 
able tradesmen and farmers, who will hare 
votes to confer, and the steady and respectable 
country gentlemen, who will probably have 
votes to receive ; — it may be true of the trades- 
men of Mauritania, it may be just of the conn- 
tij gentlemen of Fex — ^it is any thing but true 
of the English people. The English are a 
tranquil, phlegmatic money-loving, money.get 
ting people, who want to be quiet — and would 
be quiet if they were not surrounded by evUs 
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of such magnitude, that it would be baseness 
and pusillanimity not to oppose to them the 
strongest constitutional resistance. 

Then it is said that there is to be a lack of 
talent in the new Parliament: it is to be conu 
posed of ordinary and inferior persons, who 
will bring the government of the country into 
contempt. But the best of all talents, gentle- 
men, is to conduct our aff^rs honestly, dili- 
gently, and economically — and this talent will, 
I am sure, abound as much in the new Parlia- 
ment as in many previous parliaments. Par- 
liament is not a school for rhetoric and decla- 
mation, where a stranger would go to hear a 
speech, as he would go to the opera to hear a 
song ; but if it were otherwise — ^if eloquence 
be a necessary ornament of, and an indispen- 
sable adjunct to, popular assemblies — can it ever 
be absent from popular assemblies t I have 
always found that all things moral or physical 
grow in the soil best suited for them. Show 
me a deep and tenacious earth — and I am sure 
the oak will spring up in iu In a low and damp 
soil I am equally certain of the alder and the 
willow. Gentlemen, the free Parliament of a 



free people is the native soil of eloquent 
and in that soil will it ever flourish and abound 
—there it will produce those intellectual effects 
which drive before them whole tribes and na- 
tions of the human race, and settle the desti- 
nies of man. And, gentlemen, if a few persons 
of a less elegant and aristocratic description 
were to become members of the House of Com- 
mons, where would be the evil 1 They would 
probably understand the common people a 
great deal belter, and in this way the feelings 
and interests of all classes of people would be 
better represented. The House of Commons, 
thus organized, will express more faithfuUy 
the opinions of the people. 

The people are sometimes, it is urged, gross- 
ly mistaken; but are kings never mistaken 1 
Are the higher orders never mistaken! — never 
"wilfully corrupted by their own interests 1 The 
people have at least this superiority, that they 
always intend to do what is right 

The argument of fear is very easily disposed 
of: he who is afraid of a knock on the head 
or a cut on the cheek is a coward ; he who is 
afraid of entailing greater evils on the country 
by refusing the remedy than by applying it, 
and who acts in pursuance of that conviction, 
is a wise and prudent man — nothing can be 
more different than personal and political fear; 
it is the artifice of our opponents to confound 
them together. 

The right of disfranchisement, gentlemen, 
must exist somewhere, and where but in Par- 
liament 1 If not, how was the Scotch union, 
how was the Irish union, effected 1 The Duke 
of Wellington's administration disfranchised 
at one blow 200,000 Irish voters— for no fault 
of theirs, and for no other reason than the best 
of all reasons, that public expediency required 
It These very same politicians are now look- 
ing in an agony of terror at the disfranchise- 
ment of corporations cdfaiaining twenty or 
thirty persons, sold to their representatives, 
who.are themselves perhaps sold to the govenft> 



ment: and to put an end to these enormous 
abuses is called corporatkm robbenff and there 
are some persons wild enough to talk of com- 
pensation. This principle of compensation 
you will consider perhaps in the following in- 
stance to have been carried as far as sound 
discretion permits. When I was a young man, 
the place in England I remember as most no- 
torious for highwaymen and ihe[r exploits was 
Finchley Common, near the metropolis; but 
Finchley Common, gentlemen, in the progress 
of improvement, came to be enclosed, and th« 
highwaymen lost by these means the opportiH 
nity of exercising their gallant Tocatiou. I 
remember a friend of mine proposed to draw 
up for them a petition to the House of Com- 
mons for compensation, which ran in this man- 
ner—*' We, your loyal highwajrmen of Finch* 
ley Common, and its neighbourhood, having, 
at great expense, laid in a stock of blunder* 
busses, pistols, and other instruments for plan* 
dering the public, and finding ourselves impeded 
in the exercise of our calling by the said en- 
closure of the said Common of Finchley, 
humbly petition your honourable house will be 
pleased to assign to us such compensation as 
your honourable house in its wisdom and jus- 
tice may think fit" Gentlemen, I most leave 
the application to you. 

An honourable baronet sajrs, if Parliament 
is dissolved. I will go to my boroush with ths 
bill in my hand, and will say, "I know of no 
crime you have committed, I found nothing 
proved against you : I voted against the bill, 
and am come to fling myself upon your kind- 
ness, with the hope that my conduct will be 
approved, and that you will return me again to 
Parliament" That honourable baronet may, 
perhaps, receive from his borough an answer 
he little expects — ^ We are above being bribed 
by such a childish and unworthy artifice ; we 
do not choose to consult oar own interest at 
the expense of the general peace and happi- 
ness of the country ; we are thoroughly con- 
vinced a reform ought to take place ; we are 
very willing to sacrifice a privilege we ought 
never to have possessed to the good of the 
community, and we will return no one to Par- 
liament who is not deeply impressed with the 
same feeling." This I hope is the answer that 
gentleman will receive, and this, I hope, will 
be the noble and generous feeling of every bo- 
rough in England. 

The greater part of human improvemeiits, 
gentlemen, I am sorry to say, are made after 
war, tumult, bloodshed, and civil eommotioa : 
mankind seem to object to every species of 
gratuitous happiness, and to consider every 
advantage as too cheap, which is not purchased 
by some calamity. I shall esteem it as a sin- 
gular act of God's providence, if this gre«t 
nation, guided by these warnings of histoiy, 
not waiting till tumult for reform, nor trusting 
reform to tiie rude hands of the lowest of the 
people, shall amend their decayed iastitnttons 
at a period when they are mled hf a popular 
monarch, guided by an upright mmister, and 
blest with profound peace. 
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Mm. CHJLimxjLW,— I am particularly happy to 
assist on this occasion, beeause I think that the 
accession of the present king is a marked and 
important era in English history. Aiiother 
coronation has taken place since I have been 
in the world, but I never assisted at its celebra- 
tion. I saw in it a change of masters, not a 
change of system. I did not understand the joy 
which it occasioned. I did not feel it, and I did 
not counterfeit what I did not feel. 

I think very differently of the accession of his 
present majesty. I believe I see in that acces- 
sion a great probability of serious improvement, 
and a great mcrease of public happiness. The 
evils which have been long complained of by 
bold and intelligent men are now universally 
admitted. The public feeling, which has been so 
often appealed to, is now intensely excited. The 
remedies which have so often been called for 
are now at last vigorously, wisely and faith- 
fully applied. I admire, gentlemen, in the pre- 
sent king, bis love of peace — ^I admire in him 
his disposition to economy, and I admire in 
him, above all, his faithful and honorable con- 
duct to those who happen to be his ministers. 
He was, I believe, quite as faithful to the Duke 
of Wellington as to Lord Grey, and would, I 
have no doubt, be quite as faithful to the politi- 
cal enemies of Lord Grey (if he thought fit to 
employ them), as he is to Lord Grey himself. 
There is in this reign, no secret influence, no 
double ministry — on whomsoever he confers 
the office, to him he gives that confidence with- 
out which the office cannot be holden with 
honour, nor executed with effect He is not 
only a peaceful king, and an economical king, 
but he is an honest king. So far, I believe, 
every individual of this company will go with 
me. There is another topic of eulogium, on 
which, before I sit down, I should like to say 
a few words — ^I mean the willingness of our 
present king to investigate abuses and to re- 
form them. If this subject is not unpleasant, I 
will offer upon it a very few observations — a 
few, because the subject is exhausted, and be- 
cause, if it were not, I have no right, from my 
standing or my situation in this county, to de- 
tain you long upon that or any other subject. 

In criticising this great question of reform, I 
think there is some injustice done to its authors. 
Men seem to suppose that a minister can sit 
down and make a plan of reform with as much 
ease and as much exactness, and with as com- 
plete a gratification of his own will, as an 
architect can do in building or altering a house. 
But a minister of state (it should be in justice 
observed), works in the midst of hatred, injus- 
tice, violence, and the worst of human passions 
— his works are not the works of calm and 
aaembarrassed wisdom — they are not the best 
that a dreamer of dreams can imagine. It is 
enough if they are the best plans which the 
passions, parties, and prejudices of the times 
m which he acts will permit In passing are- 
form bill, the minist<*r overthrows the long and 
deep iaterest which powerful men have in 



existing abuses — he subjects himself to Ac 
deepest hatred, and encounters the bitterest ofN 
position. Auxiliaries he must have, and auxili- 
aries he can only 'find among the people — ooC 
the mob — but the great mass of those who have 
opinions worth hearing, and property worth de* 
fending — a greater mass, I am happy to say, in 
this country than exists in any other countiyoii 
the face of the earth. Now, before the mid- 
dling orders will come forward with one great 
impulse, they must see that something is oH 
fered them worth the price of contention ; they 
must see that the object is great and the gain 
serious. If you call them in at all, it most not 
be to displace one faction at the expense of 
another, but to put down all factions — ^to sub. 
stitute purity and principle for corruption— 4o 
give to the many that political power which the 
few have unjustly taken to themselves — to get 
rid of evils so ancient and so vast that any 
other arm than the public arm would be lifted 
up a^inst them in vain. This, then, I say, it 
one of the reasons why ministers have been 
compelled to make their measures a little more 
vigorous and decisive than a speculative phi* 
losoper, sitting in his closet might approve ot 
They had a mass of opposition to contend with 
which could be encountered only by a general 
exertion of public spirit — they had a long^uf- 
fering and an often deceived public to appeal 
to, who were determined to suffer no longer, 
and to l>e deceived no more. The alternative 
was to continue the ancient abuses, or to do 
what they have done — and most firmly do I be- 
lieve that you and I, and the latest posterity of 
us all, will rejoice in the decision they have 
made. Gradation has been called for in re- 
form : we might, it is said, have taken thirty or 
forty years to have accomplished what we have- 
done in one year. <It is not so much the mag- 
nitude of what you are doing we object to, as 
the suddenness.' But was not gradation ten- 
dered % Was it not said by the friends of re- 
form — <Give us Birmingham and Manchester, 
and we will be satisfied V and what was the 
answer 1 *No Manchester, no Birmingham, 
no reform in any degree — all abuses as i]iey 
are — all perversions as we found them — the 
corruptions which our fathers bequeathed nt 
we will hand down unimpaired and unpurified » 
to our children.' But I would say to the gra- 
duate philosopher, — « How often does a refqrni< 
ing minister occur V and if such are so com^ 
mon that you can command them when yon 
please, how often does a reforming monarch 
occur 1 and how often does the conjunction 
occur! Are you sure that a people, bursting * 
into new knowledge, and speculating on every 
public event, will wait for your protracted re- 
form 1 Strike while the iron is hot — ^up with 
the arm, and down with the hammer, and up 
again with the arm, and down again with the 
hammer. The iron is hot — the opportunity 
exists now — ^if you neglect it, it may not retnm 
for an hundred years to come. 
There is an argument I have often heanl, and 
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ihat is this— Are we to be afraid t — ^is this mea- 
sare to be carried by iDtimidation ? — is the 
House of Lords to be overawed 1 Bat this 
style of argument proceeds from confoundiDg 
together two sets of feelings which are entirely 
distinct — ^personal fear and political fear. If 
I am afraid of voting against this bill, because 
a mob may gather about the house of Lords— 
because stones may be flung at my head— be- 
cause my house inay be attacked by a mob, I 
am a poltroon, and unfit to meddle with public 
affairs ; but I may rationally be afraid of pro- 
ducing great public agitation — ^I may be honour- 
ably afraid of flinging people into secret clubs 
and conspiracies — ^I may be wisely afraid of 
making the aristocracy hateful to ^e great body 
of the people. This surely has no more to do 
with fear than a loose identity of name ; it is in 
fact prudence of the highest order; the delibe- 
rate reflection of a wise man who does not like 
what he is going to do, but likes still less the 
consequence of not doing it, and who, of two 
evils, chooses the least. 

There are some men much afraid of what is 
to happen: my lively hope of good is, I con- 
fess, mingled with very little apprehension, but 
of one thing I must be candid enough to say 
that I am much afraid, and that is of the opinion 
DOW increasing, that the people are become in- 
different to reform ; and of that opinion I am 
afraid, because I believe in an evil hour it may 
lead some misguided members of the upper 
house of Parliament to vote against the bill. 
As for the opinion itself, I hold it in the utmost 



contempt. The people are waiting in virtuous 
patience for the completion of the bill, because 
they know it is in the hands of men who do not 
nxean to deceive them. 1 do not believe they h a ve 
given up one atom of reform — ^I do not believe 
that a great people were ever before so firmly 
bent upon any one n^easure. I put it to any man 
of common sense, whether he believes it possi- 
ble, after the king and Parliament have acted as 
they have done, that the people will ever be 
content with much less than the present bill 
contains. If a contrary principle is acted upon, 
and the bill attempted to be got rid of fdtogether, 
I confess I tremble for the consequences, which 
I believe will be of the worst and most painful 
description ; and this I say deliberately, after 
the most diligent and extensive inquiry.— 
Upon that diligent inquiry I repeat again my 
firm conviction, that the desire of reform has 
increased, not diminished ; that the present re- 
pose is not indifiference, but the calmness of 
victory, and the tranquillity of success. When 
I see all the wishes and appetites of created 
beings changed, when I see an eagle, that after 
long confinement, has escaped into the air,, 
come back to his cage and his chains, — when 
I see the emancipated negro asking again for 
the hoe which has broken down his strength, 
and the lash which has tortured his body, I will 
then, and not till then, believe that the English 
people will return to their ancient degradation 
— that they will hold out their repentant hands 
for those manacles which at this moment lay 
broken into links at their feet« 
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Ths RtvsnE5D Stdwet Sxxth rose and said: 
— ^Mr. Bailiff, I have spoken so often on this 
subject, that I am sure both you and the gen- 
tlemen here present will be obliged to me for 
saying but little, and that favour I am as will- 
ing to confer, as yoa can be to receive it I 
feel most deeply the event which has taken 
place, because, by piKting the two houses of 
Parliament in collision with each other, it will 
impede the public business, and diminish the 
public prosperity. I feel it as a churchman, 
because I cannot but blush to see so many dig- 
nitaries of the church arrayed against the wishes 
and happiness of the people. I feel it more than 
all, because I believe it will sow the seeds of 
deadly hatred between the aristocracy and the 
great mass of the people. The loss of the bill 
1 do not feel, and for the best of alt possible 
reasons — because I have not the slightest idea 
that it is lost. I have no more doubt, before 
the expiration of the winter, that this bill will 
pas.s than I have that the annual tax bills ^ill 
pass, and greater certainty than this no man can 
have, for Franklin tells us, there are but two 
things certain in this world—death and taxes. 
As for the possibility of the House of Lords 
preventing ere long a reform of Parliament, I 



hold it to be the most absurd notion that >jBver 
entered into human imagination. I do not 
mean to be disrespectful, but the attempt of the 
lords to stop the progress of reform, reminds 
me very forcibly of the great storm of Sidmouth, 
and of the conduct of the excellent Mrs. Part* 
ington on that occasion. In the winter of 1834^ 
there set in a 'great flood upon that town— the 
tide rose to an incredible height — the waves 
rushed in upon the houses, and every thing 
was threatened with destruction. In the midst 
of this sublime and terrible storm. Dame Part- 
ington, who lived upon the beach, was seen at 
the door of her house with mop and pattens^ . 
trundling her mop, squeezing out the sea-water* 
and vigorously pushing away the Atlantic 
Ocean. The Atlantic was roused. Mrs. Part- 
ington's spirit was up ; but I need not tell yoa 
that the contest was unequal. The Atlantic 
Ocean beat Mrs. Partington. She was excel- 
lent at a slop, or a puddle, but she should not 
have meddled with a tempest. Gentlemen, be 
at your ease — be quiet and steady. You will 
beat Mrs. Partington. 

They tell you, gentlemen, in the debates by 
which we have been lately occupied, that the 
bill is not justified by experience^ \> ^ ^^kN 
^\ 



m 



WORKS OP TBS* REV. flfTONET SMITH. 



Ihink Aiis true, Irat if it were true, nations are 
sometimes compelled lo act without' experience 
for their gaide, avd to tmst to their own saga- 
City for the anticipation of consequences. Tlie 
instances where this country has been compel- 
led thus to act hare been so eminently success- 
ful, that I see no cause fpr fear, even if we 
were acting in the manner imputed to us by our 
enemies. What precedents and what experi- 
ence were there at the Reformation, when the 
country, with one unanimous effort, pushed out 
the pope, and his grasping and ambitious cler- 
gy t— What experience, when, at the Revolu- 
tion, we drove away our ai^cient race of kings, 
and chose another family more congenial to 
our free principles 1 — ^And yet' to those two 
events, contrary to experience, and unguided 
by precedents, we owe all our domestic happi- 
ness, and civil and religious freedom — and 
having got rid of corrupt priests and despotic 
kings, by our sense and our courage, are we 
now to be intimidated by the awful danger of 
extinguishing boroughmongers, and shaking 
flrom our necks the ignominious yoke which 
their baseness has imposed upon us ? Go on, 
they say, as you have done for these hundred 
years last past. I answer, it is impossible — 
five hundred people now write and read where 
one hundred wrote and read fifty years ago. 
The iniquities and enormities of the borough 
system are now known to the meanest of the 
people. You have a different sort of men to 
deal with — you must change because the beings 



whom jan govern are iHianged. A(fer aR, ni 
to be short, I most say that it hn always ap- 
peared to me to be the most absolute nonaenst 
that we cannot be a great, or a rich and kappy 
nation, without suffering ourselves lo be bcm^ 
and sold every five years like a pack of negro 
slaves. I hope I am not a venr rash man, but 
I would launch boldly into this experimeol 
without any fear of consequences, and I bcltert 
there is not a man here present who wonM not 
cheerfully embark with me. As to the enemies 
of the bill, who pretend to be reformers, I know 
them, I believe, better than you do^ and I ear- 
nestly caution you against them. Yoa will have 
no more of reform than they arc compelled to 
grant — ^you will have no reform at all, if tbey 
can avoid it — ^you will be hurried into a war to 
turn your attention from reform. They do not 
understand you — they will not believe in Iba 
improvement yon have made— thej think the 
English of the present day are as the English 
of betimes of Queen Anne or George the First 
They know no more of the present state of their 
own country, than of the state of the Esquimaux 
Indians. Gentlemen, I view the ignorance of 
the present state of the country with the most 
serious concern, and I believe tbey will onedvf 
or another waken into conviction with borvor 
and dismay. I will omit no means of roushig 
them to a sense of their danger ; for this object 
I cheerfully sign the petition proposed by Jk. 
Kinglake, which I consider to be the wisest aad 
most moderate of the two. 
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Stick to the bill — ^it is ^our Magna Charta, 
and your Runnymede. King John made a pre- 
sent to the baroDs. King William has made a 
Similar present to you. Never mind, common 
qualities good in common times. If a man 
does not vote for the bill he is unclean — the 
plague-spot is upon him ; push him into the 
Aazaretto of the last century, with Wetherell 
and Saddler ; purify the air before you approach 
him ; bathe your hands in chloride of lime, if 
you have been contaminated by his touch. 

So far from its being a merely theoretical 
improvement, I put it to any man, who is him- 
self embarked in a profession, or has sons in 
the same situation, if the unfair inflaence of 
boroughmongers has not perpetually thwarted 
him in his lawful career of ambition, and pro- 
fessional emolument 1 *« I have been in three 
general engagements at sea," said an old sailor 
— « have been twice wounded ; — I commanded 
the boats when the French frigate, the Astko- 
KABE, was cut out so gallantly." "Then you 
are made a post captain t" ** No. I was very 
•ear it ; but — Lieutenant Thomson cut me out, 
as I cut out the French iVigate ; his father is 
town clerk of the borough of which Lord 

F 1 is member, and there my chance 

was finished." In the same manner, all over 
Enprland, you will find great scholars rotting on 
earacJe3-^nve captains starving in garreia — 



profound lawyers decayed and mouldering in 
the inns of court, because the parsons, warriors, 
and advocates of boroughmongers must be 
crammed to saturation, before there is a morsel 
of bread for the man who does not sell his votes, 
and put his country up to auction ; and though 
this is of every day occurrence, the borough 
system, we are told, is no practical evil. 

Who can bear to walk through a slaughter- 
house ? blood, garbage, stomachs, entrails, legs, 
tails, kidneys, horrors — I often walk a mile 
about to avoid it. What a scene of disgust and 
horror is an election— the base and infamous 
trafiic of principles — a candidate of high cha- 
racter reduced to such means-^he perjury and 
evasion of agents — the detestable rapacity of 
voters — the ten days' dominion of mammon 
and Belial. The bill lessens it — begins the 
destruction of such practices — affords somi 
chance, and some means of turning public 
opinion against bribery, and of rendering it in* 
famous. 

But the thing I cannot, and will not bear, if 
this; — what right has thit lord, cr that marquis 
to buy ten seats in Parliament, in the shape of 
boroughs, and then to make laws to govern me t 
And how are these masses of power re-distri^ 
bated 1 The eldest son of my lord is just come 
from Eton— he knows a good deal about ^neas, 
and Dido, Apollo, and Daphne— and that is ill) 
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»nd to this boy, his father gires a six hnndredth 
part of the power of making laws, as he woald 

f've him a horse, or a doable-barreled gun. 
hen Vellum, the steward, is put in — an admi- 
. rable man; — he has raised the estates — ^watched 
the progress of the family road, and canal bills 
—-and Vellum shall help to rule over the people 
of Israel. A neighbouring country gentleman, 
Mr. Plampkin, hunts with my lord— opens him 
a. gate or two, while the hounds are running — 
dines with my lord— agrees with my lord — 
wishes he could rival the Southdown sheep of 
my lord — and upon Plumpkin is conferred a 
■portion of the government. Then there is a 
distant relation of the same name, in the coun- 
ty militia, with white teeth, who calls up the 
carriage at the opera, and is always wishing 
O'Connell was hanged, drawn, and quartered— 
then a barrister, who has written an article in 
the Quarterly, and is very likely to speak, and 
refute M'Culloch; and these five people, in 
whose nomination I have no more agency than 
I have in the nomination of the toll-keepers of 
the Bosphorus, are to make laws for me and 
my family — to put their hands in my purse, and 
to sway the future destinies of this country; 
and when the neighbours step in, and beg per- 
mission to say a few words before these persons 
are chosen, there is an universal cry of ruin, 
confusion, and destruction ; — we have become 
a great people under Vellum and Plumpkin — 
under Vellum and Plumpkin our ships have 
covered the ocean — under Vellum and Plump- 
kin our armies have secured the strength of the 
hills — to turn out Vellum and Plumpkin is not 
reform, but revolution. 

Was there ever such a ministry 1 Was there 
ever before a real ministry of the people 1 Look 
at the condition of the country when it was 
placed in their hands : the state of the house 
when the incoming tenant took possession: 
windows broken, chimneys on fire, mobs round 
the house threatening to pull it down, roof tum- 
bling, rain poaring in. It was courage to occu- 
py it; it was a miracle to save it; it will be the 
glory of glories to enlarge and expand it, and to 
make it the eternal palace of wise and temperate 
freedom. 

Proper examples have been made among the 
unhappy and misguided disciples of Swing: a 
rope had been carried round O'Connell's legs, 
and a ring inserted in Cobbett's nose. Then 
the game laws ! ! ! Was ever conduct so shabby 
as that of the two or three governments which 
preceded that of Lord Grey t The cruelties and 
enormities of this code had been thoroughly 
exposed ; and a general conviction existed of 
the necessity of a change. Bills were brought 
in by various gentlemen, containing some tri- 
fling alteration in this abominable code, and 
even these were sacrificed to the tricks and 
manofuvres of some noble Nimrod,'who availed 
himself of the emptiness of the town in July, 
and flung out the bill. Government never 
stirred a step. The fulness of the prisons, the 
wretchedness and demoralization of the poor, 
never came across them. The humane and 
considerate Peel never once offered to extend 
his OBgis over them. It had nothing to do with 
the state of party ; and some of their double- 
barreled voters might be offended. In the mean 



time, for every ten pheasants which fluttered in 
the wood, one English peasant was rotting ia 
jaiL No sooner is Lord Althorp chancellor of 
the exchequer, than he turns out of the house a 
trumpery and (perhaps) an insidious bill for 
the improvement of the game laws ; and in an 
instant offers the assistance of government fyr 
the abolition of the whole code. 

Then look at the gigantic Brougham, sworn 
in at 12 o'clock, and before 6, has a bill on the 
table abolishing the abuses of a court which 
has been the curse of the people of England 
for centuries. For twenty-five long years did 
Lord Eldon ait in that court, surrounded with 
misery and sorrow, which he never .held up a 
finger to alleviate. The widow and the orphan 
cried to him as vainly as the town crier cries 
when he offers a small reward for a full purse ; 
the bankrupt of the conrt became the lunatic of 
the court ; estates mouldered away, and man- 
sions fell down ; but the fees came in, and all 
was well. But in an instant the iron mace of 
Brougham shivered to atoms this house of 
fraud and of delay ; and this is the man who 
will help to govern you ; who bottoms his repu- 
tation on doing good to you ; who knows, that 
to reform abuses is the safest basis of fame and 
the surest instrument of power ; who uses the 
highest gifts of reason, and die most splendid 
efforts of genius, to rectify those abuses, which 
all the genius and talent of the profession* hare 
hitherto been employed to justify, and to pro- 
tect. Look to Brougham, and turn you to that 
side where he waves his long and lean finger; 
and mark well that face which nature has mark- 
ed so forcibly — which dissolves pensions- 
turns jobbers into honest men — scares away 
the plunderer of the public — and is a terror to 
him who doeth evil to the people. But, above 
all, look to the northern eari, victim, before thii 
honest and manly reign, of the spitefulness of 
the court You may now, for the first time^ 
learn to trust in the professions of a minister; 
3rou are directed by a man who prefers charac- 
ter to place, and who has given such unequivo- 
cal proofs of honesty and patriotism, that his 
image ought to be amongst your household 
gods, and his name to be lisped by your chil- 
dren ; two thousand years hence it will be a le- 
gend like the fable of Perseus and Andromeda; 
Britannia changed to a mountain — two hundred 
rotten animals menacing her destruction, till a 
tall earl, armed with schedule A., and followed 
by his page Russell, drives them into the dee|K 
and delivers over Britannia in safety to crowds 
of ten-pound renters, who deafen the air with 
their acclamations. Forthwith, Latin verses 
upon this — school exercises — ^boys whipt, and 
all the usual absurdities of education. Don't 
part with an administration composed of Lofd 
Grey and Lord Brougham; and not only these, 
but look at them all — the mild wisdom of Lafis- 
downe — the genius and extensive knowledge of 
Holland, in whose bold and honest life there is 
no varjring or shadow of change — the unexpeet- 
ed and exemplary activity of Lord Melbourne 
— and the rising parliamentary talents of 8tsm 
ley. You are ignorant of your best interests, 

• Lord Lyndburat ia an exception ; I firmly believe he 
bad no wish to perpetuate the aboiei of the Court oC 
Chancery. 



876 



WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 



if every vote yoU can bestow is not given to 
such a ministry as this. 

You will soon find an alteration of behaviour 
In the upper orders when elections become 
real. You will find that you are raised to the 
Importance to which you ought to be raised. 
The merciless ejector, the rural tyrant, will be 
restrained within the limits of decency and hu- 
manity, and will improve their own characters, 
at the same time that they better your condition. 

It is not the power of aristocracy that will be 
destroyed by these measures, but the unfair 
power. If the Duke of Newcastle is kind and 
obliging to his neighbours, he will probably 
lead his neighbours ; if he is a man of sense, he 
will lead them more certainly, and to a better 
purpose. AH this is as it should be ; but the 
Duke of Newcastle, at present, by buying cer- 
tain old houses, could govern his neighbours, 
and legislate for them, even if he had not five 
grains of understanding, and if he were the most 
churlish and brutal man under heaven. The 
present state of things renders unnecessary all 
those important virtues, which rich and well- 
bom men, under a better system, would exer- 
cise for the public good. The Duke of New- 
castle (I mention him only as an instance,) 
Lord Exeter will do as well, but either of those 
noblemen, depending not upon walls, arches, 
and abutments, for their power — but upon mer- 
cy, charity, forbearance, indulgence, and exam- 
ple — would pay this price, and lead the people 
by their affections ; one would be the god of 
Stamford, and the other of Newark. This union 
of the great with the many is the real healthy 
state of a country'; such a country is strong to 
invincibility — and this strength the borough 
system entirely destroys. 

Cant words creep in, and affect quarrels ; the 
changes are rung between revolution and re- 
form ; but, first settle whether a wise govern- 
ment ought to attempt the measure — whether 
any thing is wanted — whether less would do — 
and, having settled this, mere nomenclature 
becomes of very little consequence. But, aAer 
all, if it is revolution, and not reform, it will 
only induce me to receive an old political toast, 
in a twofold meaning, and with twofold pleasure. 
When King William and the great and glorious 
<levolution are given, I shall think not only of 
escape from bigotry, but exemption from cor- 
ruption ; and- 1 shall thank Providence, which 
has given us a second King William for the 
destruction of vice, as the other, of that name, 
was given us for the conservation of freedom. 

All formal political changes, proposed by 
these very men, it is said, were mild and gentle, 
compared to this ; true, but are you on Satur- 
<lay night to seize your apothecary by the throat, 
and to say to him, *« Subtle compounder, frau- 
dulent posologist,did not you order roe a drachm 
of this medicine on Monday morning, and now 
you declare that nothing short of an ounce can 
do me any good 1" «» True enough," would he of 
the phials reply, « but you did not take the drachm 
«m Monday morning — that makes all the differ- 
ence, my dear sir ; if you had done as I advised 
you at first, the small quantity of medicine 
would have sufficed ; and instead of being in a 
night-gown and slippers up stairs, you would 
have been walking vigorously in Piccadilly. Do 



as you please— and die if you please ; but dum^t 
blame me because you despised my adTice, and 
by your own ignorance and obstinacy haYO en- 
tailed upon yourself tenfold rhubarb, anid aikli- 
mited infbsion of senna." 

Now see the consequences of haring a manly 
leader, and a manly cabinet Boppoae dwy 
had come out with a little ilUfaehoned acrca 
months' reform ; what would have been the coa- 
sequence 1 The same opposition from the lo- 
ries— that would have been quite certain— and 
not a single reformer in England satisfied with 
the measure. You have now a real refona, 
and a fair share of power delegated to the people. 

The anti-reformers cite the increased power 
of the press — this is the very reason why I waat 
an increased power in the House of CommoDa 
The Times, Herald,' Advertiser, Globe, Soa^ 
Courier, and Chronicle, are an heptarchy, 
which govern this country, and govern it be> 
cause the people are so badly represented. - 1 
am perfectly satisfied, that with a fair and h<K 
nest House of Commons the power of the press 
would diminish — and that the greatest autboriiy 
would centre in the highest place. 

Is it possible for a gentleman to get into 
Parliament, at present, without doing things he 
is utterly ashamed of—- without mixing himself 
up with the lowest and basest of mankind! 
Hands, accustomed to the scented lubricity of 
soap, are d^led with pitch, and contaminated 
with filth. Is there not some inherent vice in a 
government, which cannot be carried on but 
with such abominable wickedness, in which no 
gentleman can mingle without moral degrade 
tion ; and the practice of crimes, the very im* 
putation of which, on other occasions, he woold 
repel at the hazard of his life t 

what signifies a small majority in the house! 
The miracle is, that there should have been 
any majority at all ; that there was not an im- 
mense majority on the other side. It was a 
very long period before the courts of justice in 
Jersey could put down smuggling; and why! 
The judges, counsel, attorneys, crier of the 
court, grand and petty jurymen, were a^ smog- 
glers, and the high sheriff* and the constabto 
were running goods every moonlight night. 

How are you to do without a government! 
And what other government, if this bill is ulti- 
mately lost, could possibly be found ! How 
could any country defray the ruinous expense 
of protecting with troops and constables, the 
Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel, who 
literally would not be able to walk from the 
Horse Guards to Grosvenor Square, without 
two or three regiments of foot to screen them 
from the mob ; and in these hollow squares the 
hero of Waterloo would have to spend his pc 
litical life. By the whole exercise of his splen- 
did military talents, by strong batteries at 
Bootle's, and White's, he might, on nights of 
srreat debate, reach the House of Lords ; but Sir 
Robert would probably be cut off*, and nothing 
could save his Twist and Lewis. 

The great majority of persons returned by 
the new boroughs would either be men of high 
reputation for talents, or persons of fortune 
known in the neighborhood; they have pro- 
perty and character to lose. Why are they to 
plunge into mad and revolutionary projects of 
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pillaging the public creditor t It is not the in- 
terest of any such man to do it ; he would lose 
more by the destruction of public credit than 
what he would gain by a remission of what he 
paid for the interest of the public debt. And if 
It is not the interest of any one to act in this 
manner, U is not the interest of the mass. How 
many, also, of these new legislators would there 
be, who were not themselves creditors of the 
state ! Is it the interest of such men tp create 
a revolution, by destroying the constitutional 

Sower of the House of Lords, or of the king 1 
bes there exist in persons of that class, any 
disposition for such changes 1 Are not all 
feelings, and opinions, and prejudices, on the 
opposite side 1 The majority of the new mem- 
bers will be landed gentlemen : their genus is 
utterly distinct from the revolutionary tribe ; 
they have molar teeth ; they are destitute of the 
carnivorous and incisive jaws of political ad- 
venturers. 

There will be mistakes at first, as there are 
in all changes. All young ladies will imagine 
(as soon as this bill is carried) that they will 
be instantly married. Schoolboys believe that 
gerunds and supines will be abolished, and 
that currant tarts must ultimately come down 
in price ; the corporal and sergeant are sure of 
double pay ; bad poets will expect a demand for 
their epics ; fools will be disappointed, as they 
always are ; reasonable men, who know what 
to expect, will find that a very serious good has 
been obtained. 

What good to the hewer of wood and the 
drawer of water 1 How is he benefited, if Old 
Sarum is abolished, and Birmingham members 
created 1 But if you ask this question of reform, 
you must ask it of,» great number of other mea- 
sures. How is he benefited by Catholic emanci- 
pation, by the repeal of the Corporation and Test 
Act, by the Revolution of 1688, by any great po- 
litical change 1 by a good government 1 In the 
first place, if many are benefited, and the lower 
orders are not injured, this alone is reason 
enough for the change. But the hewer of wood 
and the drawer of water are benefited by reform. 
Reform will produce economy and investiga- 
tion ; there will be fewer jobs, and a less lavish 
expenditure ; wars will not be persevered in for 
years after the people are tired of them; taxes 
will be taken off* the poor and laid upon the rich : 
democratic habits will be more common in a 
country where the rich are forced to court the 
poor for political power ; cruel and oppressive 
punishments (such as those for night poaching), 
will be abolished. If you steal a pheasant, you 
will be punished as you ought to be, but not sent 
away from your wife and children for seven 
years. Tobacco will be 2//. per lb. cheaper. Can- 
dles will fall in price. These last results of an 
improved government will be felt. We do not 
pretend to abolish poverty or to prevent wretch- 
edness ; but if peace, economy, and justice are 
the results of reform, a number of small bene- 
fits, or rather of benefits which appear small to 
us but not to them, will accrue to millions of 
people ; and the connection between the exis- 

tence of J9hn Russell, and the reduced price of 
bread and cheese, will be as clear as it has been 

the object of his honest, wise, and useful life to 
make it. 
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Don't be led away by such nonsense; all 
things are dearer under a bad government, and 
cheaper under a good one. The real question 
they ask you is. What difference can any 
change of government make to youl They 
want to keep the bees from buzzing and sting- 
ing, in order that they may rob the hive in 
peace. 

Work well ! How does it work well, when 
every human being in doors and out (except 
the Duke of Wellington), says it must be made 
to work better, or it will soon cease to work at 
all 1 It is little short of absolute nonsense to 
call a government good, which the great mass 
of Englishmen would before twenty years were 
elapsed, if reform were denied, rise up and 
destroy. Of what use have all the cruel laws 
been of Perceval, Eldon, and Casilereagh, to 
extinguish reform 1 Lord John Russell and 
his abettors, would have been committed to jail 
twenty years ago for half only of his present 
reform ; and now relays of the people would drag 
them from London to Edinburgh ; at which latter 
city we are told by Mr. Dundas, that there is no 
eagerness for reform. Five minutes before 
Moses struck the rock, this gentleman would 
have said that there was no eagerness for water. 

There are two methods of making altera- 
tions .-'the one is to despise the applicants, to 
begin with refusing every concession, then to 
relax by making concessions Mthich are always 
too late ; by offering in 1831 what is then too 
late, but would have been cheerfully accepted 
in 1880 — gradually to O'Connellize the country, 
till at last, after this process has gone on for 
some time, the alarm becomes too great, and 
every thing is conceded in hurry and confusion. 
In the mean time fresh conspiracies have been 
hatched by the long delay, and no gratitude is 
expressed for what has been extorted by fear. 
In this way, peace was concluded with America, 
and emancipation granted to the Catholics ; and 
in this way the war of complexion will be 
finished in the West Indies. The other method 
is, to see at a distance that the thing must be 
done, and to do it effectually, and at once ; to 
take it out of the hands of the common people, 
and to carry the measure in a manly liberal 
manner, so as to satisfy the great majority. — 
The merit of this belongs to the administration 
of Lord Grey. He is the only minister I know 
of who has begun a great measure in good 
time, conceded at the beginning of twenty 
years what would have been extorted at the 
end of it, and prevented that folly, violence, 
and ignorance, which emanate from a long de- 
nial and extorted concession of justice to great^ 
masses of human beings. I believe the question 
of reform, or any dangerous agitation of it, v% 
set at rest for thirty or forty years ; and this is 
an eternity in politics. 

Boroughs are not the power proceeding from 
wealth. Many men, who have no boroughs, are 
infinitely richer than those who have — but it is 
the artifice of wealth in seizing hold of certain 
localities. The boroughmonger is like rheuma- 
tism, which owes its power not so much to the 
intensity of the pain as to its peculiar position ; 
a little higher up, or a little lower down, the 
same pain would be trifling; but it fixes in 
the joints, and gets into the head-o^^'iVRx^ ^ 
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motioD and activitj. The boroughmonser 
knows the importance of arthritic positions; 
he disdains muscle, gets into the joints, and 
lords it over the whole machine by felicity of 
place. Other men are as rich— but those 
riches are not fixed in the critical spot. 

I li^e a f^ood deal with all ranks and descrip- 
tions of people; I am thoroughly convinced 
that the party of democrats and repnblicans is 
very small and contemptible; that the English 
love their institntions— that they love not only 
this king, (who would not love him ?) but the 
kingly office— that they have no hatred to the 
aristocracy. I am not afraid of trusting Eng- 
lish happiness to English gentlemen. I believe 
that the half million of new voters will choose 
much better for the public than the twenty or 
thirty peers, to whose usurped power they suc- 
ceed. 

If any man doubts the power of reform, let 
him take these two memorable proofs of its 
omnipotence. First, but for the declaration 
against it,,I believe the Duke of Wellington 
might this day have been in office ; and, se- 
eondly, in the whole course of the debates at 
county meetings, and in Parliament, there are 
not twenty men who have declared against re- 
form. 8(>mc advance an inch, some a foot, 
some a yard — but nobody stands still — nobody 
says. We ought to remain just where we were 
—every body discovers that he is a reformer, 
and has long been so — and appears infinitely 
delighted with this new view of himself. No- 
body appears without the cockade— bigger or 
less — but always the cockade. 

An exact and elaborate census is called for 
T— vast information should have been laid upon 
the table of the House — great time should have 
been given for deliberation. All these objec- 
tions, being turned into English, simply mean, 
that the chances of another year should have 
been given for defeating the bill. In that time 
the Poles mav be crushed, the Belgians organ- 
ized, Luuis Philip dethroned; war may rage 
all over Europe — the popular spirit may be 
diverted to other objects. It is certainly pro- 
voking that the ministry foresaw all these pos- 
Hibilities, and determined to model the iron 
while it was red and glowing. 

It is not enough that a political institution 



works well praeticaUj: it mnst be defensible; 
it mnst be snch as will bear discussion, and 
not excite ridicole and contempL It mi^ 
work well for angfat I know, if; like the savages 
of Onelashka, we sent ont to catch a kinc : bot 
who conld defend a eorDnation by chase 1 who 
can defend the payment of "liO/MMM. for the 
three-hnndredth part of the power of Parlia> 
ment, and the re-sale of this power to goren- 
ment for places to the Lord Williams, and 
Lord Charles's, and others of the Anglophagit 
Teach a million of the common people to read 
— and such a government (work it ever so 
well) must perish in twenty yvars. It is is- 
possible to persuade the mass of mankind, that 
there are not other and better methods of gi^ 
veming a country. It is so complicated, so 
wicked, snch envy and hatred accnmnlaie 
against the gentlemen who have fixed them* 
selves on the joints, that it cannot fail to perish, 
and to be driven as it it driven from the com- 
try, by a general burst of hatred and detests 
tion. I meant, gentlemen, to have spoken fi>r 
another half-hour, but I am old and tired. 
Thank me for ending — ^but, gentlemen, bear 
with me for another moment ; one word before 
I end. I am old, but I thank God I have lived 
to see more than my observations on hnmaa 
nature taught me I had any right to expect 
I have lived to see an honest king, in wooie 
word his ministers can trust; who disdains 
to deceive those men whom he has called 
to the public service, but makes common 
cause with them for the common good;. and 
exercises'the highest powers of a ruler for the 
dearest interests of the state. I have lived to 
see a king with a good heart, who, surrounded 
by nobles, thinks of common men ; who loves 
the great mass of English people, and wishes 
to be loved by them ; who knows that his real 
power, as he feels that his happiness, is fonn^ 
ed on their affisction. I have lived to see a 
king, who, without pretending to the pomp of 
superior intellect, has the wisdom to see, that 
the decayed institutions of human policy 
require amendment; and who, in spite of cla- 
mor, interest, prejudice, and fear, has the man- 
liness to carry these wise changes into imme- 
diate execution. Gentlemen, farewell: shoot 
for the king. 
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It is possible, and perhaps not yery difficult, 
to invent a machine, by the aid of which 
Sectors may vote for a candidate, or for two 
or three candidates, out of a greater number, 
without its being discovered for whom they 
vote ; it is less easy than the rabid and foam- 
ing radical supposes ; but I have no doubt it 
may be accomplished. In Mr. Grote's dagger 
ballot box, which has been carried round the 
country by eminent patriots, you stab the 
card of your favourite candidate with a dagger. 
I have seen another, called the mouse-trap 
ballot box, in which you poke your finger into 
the trap of the member you prefer, and are 
caught and detained till the trap-clerk below 
(who knows by means of a wire when you are 
caught) marks your vote, pulls the liberator, 
and releases you. Which may be the most 
eligible of these two methods I do not pretend 
to determine, nor do I think my excellent friend 
Mr. Babbage has as yet made up his mind on 
the subject ; but, by some means or other, I 
have no doubt the thing may be done. 

Landed proprietors imagine they have a 
Hght to the votes of their tenants; and in- 
stances, in every election, are numerous where 
tenants have been dismissed for voting con- 
trary to the wishes of their landlords. In the 
same manner strong combinations are made 
against tradesmen who have chosen to think 
and act for themselves in political matters, 
rather than yield their opinions to the solici- 
tations of their customers. There is a great 
deal of tyranny and injustice in all this. ~ 
should no more think of asking what the po- 
litical opinions of a shopkeeper were, than of 
asking whether he was tall or short, or large 
or small ; for a difference of 2^ per cent., I 
would desert the most aristocratic butcher that 
ever existed, and deal with one who 

** Shook the arsenal and Ailmined over Greece.*' 

On the contrary, I would not adhere to the 
man who put me in uneasy habiliments, how- 
ever great his veneration for trial by jury, or 
however ardent his attachment to the liberty 
of the subject A tenant I never had ; but I 
firmly believe that if he had gone through cer- 
tain pecuniary formalities twice a year, I 
should have thought it a gross act of tyranny 
to have interfered either with his political or 
his religious opinions. 

I distinctly admit tliat every man has a right 
to do what he pleases with his own. I cannot, 
by law, prevent any one from discharging his 
tenants and changing his tradesmen for po- 
litical reasons ; but I may judge whether that 
man exercises his right to the 'public detri- 
ment, or for the public advantage. A man has 
a right to refuse dealing with any tradesman 
who is not five feet eleven inches high ; but if 
he acts upon this rule, he is either a madman 
or a fool. He has a right to lay waste his 
own estate, and to make it utterly barren ; but 
I have also a right to point him out as one 



who exercises his right in a manner very in- 
jurious to society. He may set up a religious 
or a political test for his tradesmen ; but ad- 
mitting his right, and deprecating all inter> 
ference of law, I must tell him he is making 
the aristocracy odious to the great mass, and 
that he is sowing the seeds of revolution. His 
purse may be full, and his fields may be wide ; 
but the moralist will still hold the rod of publie 
opinion over his head, and tell the money* 
bloated blockhead that he is shaking those 
laws of property which it has taken ages to 
extort from the wretchedness and rapacity of 
mankind; and that what he calls his own will 
not long be his own, if he tramples too heavily 
upon human patience. 

All these practices are bad; but the facts 
and the consequences are exaggerated. 

In the first place, the plough is not a politi- 
cal machine : the loom and the steam-engine 
are furiously political, but the plough is not. 
Nineteen tenants out of twenty care nothing 
about their votes, and pull off their opinions as 
easily to their landlords as they do their hats. 
As far as the great majority of tenants are 
concerned, these histories of*persecution are 
mere declamatory nonsense ; they have no 
more predilection for whom they vote than the 
organ pipes have for what tunes they are to 
play. A tenant dismissed for a fair and just 
cause often attributes his dismissal to political 
motives, and endeavours to make himself a 
martyr with the public : a man who ploughs 
badly, or who pays badly, ssl^s he is dismissed 
for his vote. No candidate is willing to allow 
that he has lost his election by his demerits ; 
and he seizes hold of these stories, and circu- 
lates them with the greatest avidity : they are 
stated in the House of Commons ; John Rus- 
sel and Spring Rice fall a-crying: there is 
lamentation of liberals in the land ; and many 
groans for the territorial tyrants. 

A standing reason against the frequency of 
dismissal of tenants is, that it is always inju- 
rious to the pecuniary interests of a landlord 
to dismiss a tenant; the properly always suf- 
fers in some degree by a going off tenant ; and 
it is therefore always the interest of a land- 
lord not to change when the tenant do^s his 
duty as an agriculturalist 

To part with tenants for political reasons 
always makes a landlord unpopular. The Con- 
stitutional, price 4^/.; the Cato, at 3^(/. ; and the 
Lucius Junius Brutus, at 2^., all set upon the 
unhappy scutiger ; and the squire, unused to 
be pointed at, and thinking that all Europe and 
part of Asia are thinking of him and his farm- 
ers, is driven to the brink of suicide and de- 
spair. That such things are done is not denied i 
that they are scandalous when they are done 
is equally true; but these aii, reasons why 
such acts are less frequent than they are com- 
monly represented to be. In the same manner, 
there are instances of shopkeepers being ma- 
terially injured in their hxi-^vcksss. ^-^n-^jb^ '^b^ 
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▼otes they have given ; but the facts themselves, 
as well as the consequences, are grossly ex- 
aggerated. If shopkeepers lose tory, they gain 
whig customers ; and it is not always the vote 
which does the mischief, but the low, vulgar 
impertinence and the unbridled scurrility of a 
man who thinks that, by dividing to mankind 
their rations of butter and of cheese, he has 
qualified himself for legislation, and that he 
can hold the rod of empire because he has 
wielded the yard of mensuration. I detest all 
inquisition into political opinious, but I have 
very rarely seen a combination against any 
tradesman who modestly, quietly, and con- 
scientiously took his own line in politics. But 
Brutus and buttemiun, cheesemonger and Cato, 
do not harmonize well together ; good taste is 
offended, the coxcomb loses his friends, and 
general disgust is mistaken for combined op- 
pression. Shopkeepers, too, are very apt to cry 
out before they are hurt; a man who sees; after 
an election, one of his customers buying a pair 
of gloves on the opposite side of the way, 
roars out that his honesty will make him a 
bankrupt, and the county papers are filled with 
letters from Brutus, Publicola, Hampden, and 
Pym. 

This interference with the freedom of voting, 
bad as it is, produces no political deliberation ; 
it does not make the tories stronger than the 
whigs, nor the whigs than the tories, for both 
are equally guilfjr of this species of tyranny; 
and any particular system of measure fails or 
prevails, much as if no such practice existed. 
The practice had better not be at all, but if a 
certain quantity of the evil does exist, it is 
better that it should be equally divided among 
both parties, than that it should be exercised 
by one for the depression of the other. There 
are politicians always at a white heat, who 
suppose that there are landed tyrants only on 
one side of the question ; but human life has 
been distressingly abridged by the flood: there 
is no time to spare ; it is impossible to waste 
it upon such senseless bigotry. 

If a man is sheltered from intimidation, is it 
at all clear that he would vole from any better 
motive than intimidation 1 If you make so 
tremendous an experiment, are you sure of at- 
taining your object 1 The landlord has perhaps 
said a cross word to the tenant ; the candidate 
for whom the tenant votes in opposition to his 
landlord has taken his second son for a foot- 
man, or his father knew the candidate's grand- 
father.: how many thousand votes, sheltered 
(as the ballotists suppose) from intimidation, 
would be given from such silly motives as 
these 1 how many would be given from the 
mere discontent of inferiority! or from that 
strange simious schoolboy passion of giving 
pain to others, even when the author cannot be 
tound out? — motives as pernicious as any 
which could proceed from intimidation. So 
that all voters screened by ballot would not be 
screened for any public good. 

ITie radicals, (I do not use this word in any 
offensive sense, for I know many honest and 
excellent men of this way of thinking)^— but 
the radicals praise and admit the lawful influ- 
ence of wealth and power. They are quite 
MMfLded il a rich man of popular manners 



gains the votes and affections of ms oependaatf ; 
but why is this not as bad as intimidaiioii ? 
The real object is to vote for the good politi- 
cian, not for the kind'^eartedor agreeable man; 
the mischief is just the same to the country 
whether I am smiled into a cormpt choice or 
frowned into a corrupt choice, — ^whai is it to 
me whether my landlord is the best of land- 
lords, or the most agreeable of men t I mii»t 
vote for Joseph Hume, if I think Joseph more 
honest than the marquis. The more mitigated 
radical may pass over this, but the real carni- 
vorous variety of the animal should declaim 
as loudly against the fascinations as against 
the threats of the great. The man who pos- 
sesses the land should never speak to the maa 
who tills it. The intercourse between landlord 
and tenant should be as strictly guarded as that 
of the sexes in Turkey. A funded duenna 
should be placed over every landed grandee^— 
And then intimidation! Is intimidation con- 
fined to the aristocracy t Can any thing be 
more scandalous and atrocious than the in- 
timidation of mobs ? Did not the mob of Bris- 
tol occasion more ruin, wretchedness^ death, 
and alarm, than all the ejection of tenants, and 
combinations against shopkeepers, from the 
beginning of the century 1 and did not the 
Scotch philosophers tear off the clothes of the 
tories in Mintoshire t or at least such clothes 
as the customs of the country admit of being 
worn ? — and did not they, without any reflec- 
tion at all upon the customs of the countiyp 
wash the tory voters in the river ! 

Some sanguine advocates of the ballot contend 
that it would put an end to all canvassing: 
why should it do so 1 Under the ballot, I can- 
vass (il is true) a person who may secretly 
deceive me. I cannot be sure he will not do 
so — ^but I am sure it is much less likely he will 
vole against me, when I have paid him all the 
deference and attention which a represeDiative 
bestows on his constituents, than if I had total- 
ly neglected him: to any other objections he 
may have against me, at least I will not add 
that of personal incivility. 

Scarcely is any great virtue practised with- 
out some sacrifice; and the admiration which 
virtue excites seems to proceed from the con- 
templation of such sufferings, and of the exe^ 
lions by which they are endured : a tradesman 
suffers some loss of trade by voting for his 
country; is he not to vote? he might suffer 
some loss of blood in fighting for his country; 
is he not to fight? Every one would be a good 
Samaritan, if he was quite sure his compassion 
would cost him nothing. We should all be he- 
roes, if it was not.for blood and fractures ; all 
saints, if il were not for the restrictions and privtp 
tions of sanctity ; all patriots, if it were not for 
the losses and misrepresentations to which pa- 
triotism exposes us. The ballotists are a set of 
Englishmen glowing with the love of England 
and the love of virtue, but determined to ha- 
zard the most dangerous experiments in politics^ 
rather than run the risk of losing a penny in 
defence of Iheir exalted feelings. 

An abominable tyranny exercised by the bal* 
lot is, that it compels those persons to conceal 
their voles, who hale all concealment, and who 
glory in the cause they support If you art 
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afraid to go in at the front door, and to say in 
a clear Toice what yon have to say, go in at 
the back door, and say it in a whisper — ^but 
this is not enough for you ; yon make me, who 
am bold and honest, sneak in at the back door 
as well as yourself: because yon are afraid of 
selling a dozen or two of gloves less than usual, 
you compel me, who have no gloves to sell, or 
who would dare and despise the loss, if I had, to 
hide the best feelings of my heart, and to lower 
myself down to your mean morals. It is as 
if a few cowards, who could only fight behind 
walls and houses, were to prevent the whole 
regiment from showing a bold front in the field: 
what right has the coward to degrade me who 
am no coward, and put me in the same shame- 
ful predicament with himself t If ballot is es- 
tablished, a zealous voter cannot do justice to 
his cause; there will be so many false Hamp- 
dens, and spurious Catos, that all men's actions 
and motives will be mistrusted. It is in the 
power of any man to tell me that my colours 
are false, that I declaim with stimulated 
warmth, and canvass with fallacious zeal; 
that I am a tory, though I call Russell for ever, 
or a whig, in spite of my obstreperous pane- 
gyrics of Peel. It is really a curious condition 
that all men must imitate the defects of a few, 
in order that it may not be known who have 
the natural imperfection, and who put it on 
from conformity. In this way, in former days, 
to hide the gray hairs of the old, every body 
was forced to wear powder and pomatum. 

It mnsi not be forgotten that, in the ballot, 
concealment must be absolutely compulsory. It 
would never do to let one man vote openly, 
and another secretly. You may go to the edge 
of the box, and say, " I vote for A.," but who 
knows that your ball is not put in for B.t 
There must be a clear, plain opportunity for 
telling an un discoverable lie, or the whole in- 
vention is at an end. How beautiful is the 
progress of man ! — sprinting has abolished 
ignorance — gas put an end to darkness — 
steam has conquered time and distance — ^it 
remained for Grote and his box to remove the 
incumbrance of truth from human transac- 
tions. May we not look now for more little 
machines to abolish the other cardinal virtues. 
But if all men are suspected ; if things are 
so contrived that it is impossible to know what 
men really think, a serious impediment is 
created to the formation of good public opinion 
in the m altitude. There is a town (No. 1.) in 
which live two very clever and respectable 
men, Johnson and Pelham, small tradesmen, 
men always willing to run some risk for the 
public good, And to be less -rich, and more 
honest than their neighbours. It is of con- 
siderable consequence to the formation of opi- 
nion in this town, as an example, to know how 
Johnson and Pelham vote. It guides the af- 
fections, and directs the understandings, of the 
whole population, and materially affects public 
opinion in this town; and in another borough, 
No. 2, it would be of the highest importance 
to public opinion if it were certain how Mr. 
Smith, the ironmonger, and Mr. Rodgers, the 
London carrier, voted ; because they are both 
thoroughly honest men, and of excellent under- 
standing for their condition of life. Now, the 



tendency of ballot would be to destroy all the 
Pelhams, Johnsons, Rodgers's, and Smiths, to 
sow a universal mistrust, and to exterminate 
the natural guides and leaders of the people * 
political influence, founded upon honour and 
ancient honesty in politics, could not grow up 
under such a system. No man's declarations 
could get believed. It would be easy to whis 
per away the character of the best men ; and 
to assert, that in spite of all his declarations, 
which are nothing but a blind, the romantic 
Rodgers has voted on the other side, and is in 
secret league with our enemies. 

** Who brought that mischievous profligate 
villain into Parliament ? Let us see the names 
of his real supporters. Who stood out against 
the strong and uplifted arm of power 1 Who 
discovered this excellent and hitherto ^nknown 
person t Who opposed the man whom we all 
know to be one of the first men in the coun- 
try 1" Are these fair and useful questions to 
be veiled hereafter in impenetrable mystery? 
Is this sort of publicity of no good as a re- 
straint ? is it of no good as an incitement to 
and a reward for exertioYisI Is not public 
opinion formed by such feelings ? and is it not 
a dark and demoralizing system to draw this 
veil over human actions; to say to the mass^ 
be base, and you will not be despised ; be vir- 
tuous, and you will not be honoured ? Is this 
the way in which Mr. Grote would foster the 
spirit of a bold and indomitable people ? Was 
the liberty of that people established by fraud ? 
Did America lie herself into independence? 
Was it treachery which enabled Holland to 
shake off" the yoke of Spain ? Is there any in- 
stance since the beginning of the world where 
human liberty has been established by little 
systems of trumpery and trick? These are 
the weapons of monarchs against the pe<^le, 
not of the people against monarchs. With 
their own right hand, and with their mighty 
arm, have the people gotten to themselves the 
victory, and upon them may they ever depend ; 
and then comes Mr. Grote, a scholar and gen- 
tleman, and knowing all the histories of public 
courage, preaches cowardice and treachery to 
England ; tells us that the bold cannot be free, 
and bids us seek for liberty by clothing our- 
selves in the mask of falsehood, and trampling 
on the cross of truth.* 

If this shrinking from the performance of 
dutiet Ist to be tolerated, voters are not the only 
persons who would recur to the accommodat- 
ing convenience of ballot. A member of Par- 
liament, who votes against government, can 
get nothing in the army, navy, or church, or 
at the bar, for his children or himself; they 
are placed on the north wall, and starved for 
their honesty. Judges, too, sufl*er for their un- 
popularity — ^Lord Kil warden was murdered. 
Lord Mansfield burnt down ; but voters, for- 
getting that they are only trustees for those 
who have no vote, require that they themselves 
should be virtuous with impunity, and ^at all 
the penalties of austerity and Catonism should 
fall upon others. I am awaie ^hat it is of tho 
greatest consequence to the constituent that 



• Mr. Grot« It a very worthy, hoarat, and able nasi 
and, H the world were a ^lipm-lkoard, woold be «& b^h^- 
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he should be made acquainted with the con- 
dact of bis representative ; but I maintain, that 
to know, without the fear of mistake, ivhat the 
conduct of individuals has been in their fulfil- 
ment of tbe great trust of electing members of 
Parliament, is also of the greatest importance 
in the formation of public opinion ; and that, 
when men acted in the dark, the power of dis- 
tinguishing between the bad and the good 
would be at an end. 

To institute ballot, is to apply a very dan- 
gerous innovation to a temporary evil ; for it 
is seldom, but in very excited times, that these 
acts of power are complained of which the 
Dallot is intended to remedy. There never 
was an instance in this country where parties 
were so nearly balanced ; but all this will pass 
away, and, in a very few years, either Peel 
will swallow Lord John, or Lord John will pas- 
ture upon Peel; parties will coalesce, the 
Duke of Wellington and Viscount Melbourne 
meet at the same board, and the lion lie down 
with the lamb. In the mean time a serious 
and dangerous political change is resorted to 
for the cure of a temporary evil, and we may 
be cursed with ballot when we do not want it, 
and cannot get rid of it 

If there is ballot there can be no scrutiny, 
the controlling power of Parliament is lost, 
and the members are entirely in the hands of 
returning officers. 

An election is hard run — the returning offi- 
cer lets in twenty votes which he ought to have 
excluded, and the opposite candidate is un- 
justly returned. I petition, and as the law now 
stands, the return would be amended, and I, 
who had the legitimate majority, should be 
seated in ParliamcnU But how could justice 
be done if the ballot obtained, and if the re- 
turning officer were careless or corrupt! 
Would you put all the electors upon their 
oathi Would it be advisable to accept any 
oath where detection was impossible 1 and 
could any approximation to truth be expected 
under such circumstances, from such an in- 
quisition ? It is true, the present committees 
of the House of Commons are a very unfair 
tribunal, but that tribunal may and will be 
amended ; and bad as that tribunal is, nobody 
can be insane enough to propose that we are to 
take refuge in the blunders or the corruptions of 
600 returning officers, 100 of whom are Irish. 

It is certainly in the power of a committee, 
when incapacity or villany of the returning 
officer has produced an unfair return, to annul 
the whole election, and to proceed again de 
novo; but how is this just 1 or what satisfaction 
is this to me, who have unquestionably a law- 
ful majority, and who ask of the House of 
Commons to examine the votes, and to place 
in their house the man who has combined the 
greatest number of suffrages 1 The answer of 
the House of Commons is, " One of you is un- 
doubtedly the rightful member, but we have so 
framed our laws of election, that it is impos- 
sible to find out which that man is ; the loss 
•ud penalties ought only to fall upon one, but 
Ihey must fall upon both; we put the well- 
doer and the evil^Iocr precisely in the tame 
jjmation; there shall be no election ;*' and (his 
mMjrliappeD ten times running. 



Parity of election, the fair choice of repi^ 
sentatives, must be goarded either by the co> 
ercing power of the House of Commons ezer> 
cised upon petitions, or it most be guarded by 
the watchful jealousy of opposite parties at 
the registrations ; but if (as the radicals sup* 
pose) ballot gives a power of perfect conceal- 
ment, whose interest is it to watch the regi» 
trations 1 If I despair of distinguishing my 
friends from my foes, why should I take any 
trouble about registrations t M^y not le^vc 
every thing to that great primtun nuMe of all 
human affairs, the barrister of six yean' 
standing 1 

The answer of the excellent Benthamites to 
all this is, *' What you say may be true enongh 
in the present state of registrations, but we 
have another scheme of registration to which 
these objections will not apply." There i» 
really no answering this paulo-post legisl^ 
tion. I reason now upon registration and re- 
form which are in existence, which I have 
seen at work for several years. What new 
improvements are in the womb of time, or (if 
time has no womb) in the more capacioiu 
pockets of the followers of Bentham, I know 
not : when I see them tried, I will reason upoa 
them. There is no end to these eternal 
changes ; we have made an enormous revolih 
tion within the last ten years, — let us stop a little 
and secure it, and prevent it from being turned 
into ruin ; I do not say the reform bill is final, 
but I want a little time for breathing; and if 
there are to be any more changes, let them be 
carried into execution hereafter by those little 
legislators who are now receiving every day 
after dinner a cake or a plumb, in happy ig- 
norance of Mr. Grote and his ballot. I long 
for the quiet times of Logj when all the English 
common people are making calico, and all 
the English gentlemen are making long and 
short verses, with no other interruption of 
their happiness than when false quantities are 
discovered in one or the other. 

What is to become of petitions if ballot is 
established ? Are they to be open as they now 
are, or are they to be conducted by ballot 1 
Are the radical shopkeepers and the radical 
tenant to be exposed (as they say) to all the 
fury of incensed wealth and power, and is that 
protection to be denied to them in petitions, 
which is so loudly demanded in the choice of 
representatives 1 Are there to be two distinct 
methods of ascertaining the opinions of the 
people, and these completely opposed to each 
other 1 A member is chosen this week by a 
large majority of voters who vote in tbe dark, 
and the next week, when men vote in the light 
of day, some petition is carried totally opposite 
to all those principles for which the member 
with invisible votes was returned to Parlia- 
ment How, under such a system, can Pariia- 
ment ever ascertain what the wishes of the 
people really are! The representatives are 
radicals, the petitioners eminently conserra 
tive ; the voice is the voice of Jacob, but the 
hands are the hands of Esau. 

And if the same protection is adopted for 
petitions as is given in elections, and if both 
are conducted by ballot, how is the House of 
Gommona to deal with petitions t When it is 
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intended particularly that a petition should 
attract the attention of the House of Ck>mmons, 
some member bears witness to the respecta- 
bility* or the futility of the signatures ; and 
how IS it possible, without some guides of this 
kind, that the House could form any idea of 
the value and importance of the petition t 

These observations apply with equal force 
to the communications between the represen- 
tative and the constituent. It is the radical 
doctrine that a representative is to obey the 
instructions of his constituents. He has been 
elected under the ballot by a large majority ; 
an open meeting is called, and he receives in- 
fitructions in direct opposition to all those 
principles upon which he has been elected. 
Is this the real opinion of his constituents? 
and if he receives his instructions for a ballot 
meeting, who are his instructors 1 The lowest 
men in the town, or the wisest and the best ? — 
But if ballot is established for elections only, and 
all communications between the constituents 
on one side, and Parliament and the represen- 
tatives on the other, are carried on in open meet- 
ings, then are there two publics according to 
the radical doctrines, essentially different from 
each other ; the one acting under the influence 
of the rich and powerful, the other free ; and 
if all political petitions are to be carried on by 
ballot, bow is Parliament to know who peti- 
tions, or the member to know who instructs ? 

I have hitherto spoken of ballot, as if it 
were, as the radicals suppose it to be, a mean 
of secrecy ; their very cardinal position is, that 
landlords, after the ballot is established, will 
give up in despair all hopes of commanding 
the votes of their tenants. I scarcely ever 
heard a more foolish and gratuitous as- 
sumption. Given op 1 Why should they be 
given upt I can give many reasons why 
landlords should never exercise this unrea- 
sonable power, but I can give no possible 
reason why a man determined to do so should 
be baflied by the ballot. When two great 
parties in the empire are combating for the 
supreme power, docs Mr. Grote imagine, that 
the man of woods, forests, and rivers, — that 
they who have the strength of the hills, — are 
to be baffled by bumpkins thrusting a little pin 
into a little card in a little boxl that England 
is to be governed by political acupunctu ra- 
tion? 

A landlord who would otherwise be guilty 
of the oppression will not change his purpose, 
because you attempt to outwit him by the in- 
vention of theoallot; he will become, on the 
contrary, doubly vigilant, inquisitive, and 
severe. " I am a professed radical," said the 
tenant of a great duke to a friend of mine, 
•< and the duke knows it ; but if I vote for his 
candidates, he lets me . talk as I please, live 
with whom I please, and does not care if I 
dine at a radical dinner every day in the week. 
If there was a ballot, nothing could persuade 
the duke, or the duke's master, the steward, 
that I was not deceiving them, and I should 
lose my farm in a w^ek." This is the real 
history of what would take place. The single 
lie on the hustings would not suffice ; the con- 
cealed democrat who voted against his land- 
lonl must talk with the wrong people, irab- 



scribe to the wrong club, huzza at the wrong 
dinner, break the wrong head, lead (if he 
wished to escape from the watchful jealousy 
of his landlord) a long life of lies between 
every election ; and he must do this, not only 
eundo, in his calm and prudential state, but re- 
tUitndo from the market, warmed with beer and 
expanded by alcohol ; and he must not only 
carry on his seven years of dissimulation be- 
fore the world, but in the very bosom of his 
family, or he must expose himself to the dan- 
gerous garrulity of wife, children, and ser- 
vants, from whose indiscretion every kind of 
evil report would be carried to the ears of the 
watchful steward. And when once the ballot 
is established, mere gentle, quiet lying will not 
do to hide the tenant who secretly votes 
against his landlord; the quiet passive liar 
will be suspected, and he will find, if he does 
not wave his bonnet and strain his throat in fur- 
therance of his bad faith, and lie loudly, that he 
has put in a false ball in the dark to very little 
purpose. I consider a long concealment of 
political opinion from the landlord to be nearly 
impossible for the tenant ; and if you conceal 
from the landlord the only proof he can have 
of his tenant's sincerity, you are taking from the 
tenant the only means he has of living quietly 
upon his farm. You are increasing the jea- 
lousy and irascibility of the tyrant, and mul- 
tiplying instead of lessening the number of 
his victims. 

Not only you do not protect the tenant who 
wishes to deceive his landlord, by promising 
one way and voting another, but you expose all 
the other tenants who have no intention of de- 
ceiving, to all the evils of mistake and misre- 
presentation. The steward hates a tenan^and 
a rival wants his farm : they begin to whispet 
him out of favour, and to propagate rumours 
of his disaffection to the blue or the yellow 
cause ; as matters now stand he can refer to 
the poll-book, and show how he has voted. 
Under the ballot his security is gone, and he 
is exposed, in common with his deceitful neigh- 
bour, to that suspicion from which none can 
be exempt when all vote in secret If ballot 
then answered the purpose for which it was 
intended, the number of honest tenants whom 
it exposed to danger would be as great as the 
number of deceitful tenants whom it screened. 

But if landlords could be prevented from 
influencing their tenants in voting, by threat- 
ening them with the loss of farms ; — if public 
opinion were too strong to allow of such threats, 
what would prevent a landlord from refusing 
to take, as a tenant, a man whose political 
opinion did not agree with his ownt what 
would prevent him from questioning, long 
before the election, and cross-examining bis 
tenant, and demanding certificates of his be- 
haviour and opinions, till he had, according 
to all human probability, found a man who 
felt as strongly as himself upon political sub 
jects, and who would adhere to those opinionr 
with as much firmness and tenacity 1 What 
would prevent, for instance, an Orange landlord 
from filling his farms with Orange tenants, and 
from cautiously rejecting every Catholic tenant 
who presented himself plough m handt Biox 
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cautiously selecting tenants from their politi- 
cal opinion, what would become of the seven- 
fold shield of the ballot 1 Not only this tenant 
is not continued in the farm he already holds, 
but he fmdSi from the severe inquisition into 
which men of property are driven by the in- 
vention of ballot, that it is extremely difficult 
for a man whose principles are opposed to 
those of his landlord, to get any farm at all. 

The noise and jollity of a ballot mob must 
be such as the very devils would look on with 
delight. A set of deceitful wretches, wearing 
the wrong colours, abusing their friends, pelt- 
ing the man for whom they voted, drinking 
their enemies' punch, knocking down persons 
with whom they entirely agreed, and roaring 
out eternal duration to principles they abhor- 
red. A scene of wholesale bacchanalian fraud, 
a posie cornitatus of liars, which would disgust 
any man with a free government, and make 
him sigh for the monocracy of Constantinople. 

All the arguments which apply to suspected 
tenants apply to suspected shopkeepers. Their 
condition under the ballot would be infinitely 
worse than under the present system; the 
veracious shopkeeper would be suspected, 
perhaps without having his vote to appeal to 
for his protection, and the shopkeeper who 
meant to deceive must prop up his fraud, by 
accommodating his whole life to the first de- 
ceit, or,he would have told a disgraceful false- 
hood in vain. The political persecutors would 
not be bafllcd by the ballot ; customers, who 
think they have a right to persecute tradesmen 
now, would do it then; the only difference 
would be that more would be persecuted then 
on suspicion, than are persecuted now from a 
full knowledge of every man's vote. Inquisi- 
tors would be exasperated by this attempt of 
their victims to become invisible, and the 
search for delinquents would be more sharp 
and incessant. 

A state of things may (to be sure) occur 
where the aristocratic part of the voters may 
be desirous, by concealing th^ votes, of pro- 
tecting themselves from the fury of the multi- 
tude ; but precisely the same objection obtains 
against ballot, whoever may be the oppressor 
or the oppressed. It is no defence; the single 
falsehood at the hustings will not suffice. Hy- 
pocrisy for seven years is impossible; the 
multitude will be just as jealous of preserving 
the power of intimidation, as aristocrats are 
of preserving the power of property, and will 
in the same way redouble their vicious activity 
fiom the attempt at destroying their empire 
by ballot. 

Ballot could not prevent the disfranchise- 
ment of a great number of voters. The shop- 
keeper, harassed by men of both parties, 
equally consuming the articles in which he 
dealt, would seek security in not voting at all, 
and of course, the ballot could not screen the 
disobedient tenant whom the landlord re- 
quested to stay away from the poll. Mr. Grote 
has no box for this ; but a remedy for securing 
the freedom of election, which has no power 
to 4)revent the voter from losing the exercise 
of his franchise altogether, can scarcely be 
considered as a remedy at all. There is a 
Biethod, indccLU hy which this might be reme- 



died, if the great soul of Mr. Grote Will stoop 
to adopt it. Why are the acts of concealmeai 
to be confined to putting in a ball I Why not 
vote in a domino, taking oiT the vizor to the 
returning officer only 1 or as tenant Jenkins 
or tenant Hodge might be detected by their 
stature, why not .poll in sedan chairs with ihs 
curtains closely drawn, choosing the chainnsa 
by ballot 1 

What a flood of deceit and villany comes iB 
witli ballot! I admit there are great moial 
faults under the present system. It is a serious 
violation of duty to vote for A. when yoa think* 
B. the more worthy representative; bat lbs 
open voter, acting under the influence of his 
landlord, commits only this one fault, great as 
it is : — if he vote for his candidate, the lan^ 
lord is satisfied, and asks no other sacrifice of 
truth and opinion; but if the tenant votei 
against his landlord under the ballot, he is 
practising every day some fraud to conceal 
his first deviation from truth. The present 
method may produce a vicious act, but the 
ballot establishes a vicious habit ; and then it 
is of some consequence, that the law sbonU 
not range itself on the side of vice. In the 
open voting, the law leaves you fairly to 
choose between the dangers of giving an 
honest, or the convenience of giving a dis- 
honest vote ; but the ballot law opens a booth 
and asylum for fraud, calling upon all men to 
lie by beat of drum, forbidding open honesty, 
promising impunity for the most scand^ns 
deceit, and encouraging men to take no other 
view of virtue than whether it pays or does 
not pay ; for it must always be remembered 
and oflen repeated, and said and sung to Mr. 
Grote, that it is to the degraded liar only that 
the box will be useful. The man who per- 
forms what he promises needs no box. The 
man who refuses to do what he is asked to do 
despises the box. The liar, who says he will 
do what he never means to do, is the only man 
to whom the box is useful, and for whom this 
leaf out of the Punic pandects is to be inserted 
in our statute book ; the other vices will begin 
to look up, and to think themselves neglected, 
if falsehood obtains such flattering distinction, 
and is thus defended by the solemn enact- 
ments of law. 

Old John Randolph, the American orator, 
was asked one day at a dinner party in Lon- 
don, whether the ballot prevailed in his state 
of Virginia — ^**I scarcely believe," he said, 
"we have such a fool in all Virginia, as to 
mention even the vote by ballot ; and I do not 
hesitate to say that the adoption of the ballot 
would make any nation a nation of scoundrels, 
if it did not find them so." John Randolph 
was right; he felt that it was not necessary 
that a people should be false in order to be 
free ; universal hypocrisy would be the conse- 
quence of ballot : we should soon say on 
deliberation what David only asserted in his 
haste, thai all men teen Hart, 

This exclamation of old Randolph applied 
to the method of popular elections, which I 
believe has always been by open voice in 
Virginia; but the assemblies voted, and the 
judges were chosen by ballot; and in the year 
\^^, >i]po\i a. aolemn review of their institu- 
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lioM, ballot was taliroly abolished la every 
iBslance thr6ughoat the state, and open voting 
iubstituted in its place. 

Not only would the tenant under ballot be 
constantly exposed to the suspicions of the 
landlord, but the landlord would be exposed to 
the constant saspieions and the unjust misre- 
presentation of the tenant Every tenant who 
was dismissed for a fair and a just cause, 
would presume he was s^spected, would attri- 
bute his dismissal to political motives, and 
endeavour to make himself a martjrr widi the 
public ; and in this way violent hatred would 
be by the ballot disseminated among classes 
of men on whose agreement the order and 
happiness of England depend. 

All objections to ballot which are important 
in England B:ppij with much greater force to 
Ireland, a country of intense agitation, fierce 
passions, and quick movements. Then how 
would the ballot box of Mr. Grote harmonize 
with the confessional box of Father O'Leary 1 

I observe Lord John Russell, and some im- 
portant men as well as him, saying, <* We hate 
oallot, but if these practices continue, we shall 
be compelled to vote for it." What ! vote for 
Itf if ballot is no remedy of these evils 1 Vote 
for it, if ballot produces still greater evils than 
it cures! That is (says the physician), if 
fevers increase in this alarming manner, I 
shall be compelled to make use of some m^- 
cine which will be of no use to fevers, and 
will at the same time bring on diseases of a 
much more serious nature. I shall be under 
the absolute necessity of putting out your 
eyes, because I cannot prevent you from being 
lamct In fact, this sort of language is utterly 
unworthy of the sense and courage of Lord 
John ; he gives hopes where he ought to create 
absolute despair. This is that hovering be- 
tween two principles which ruins political 
strength by lowering political character, and 
creates a notion that his enemies need not 
iear such a man, and that his friends cannot 
trust him. No opinion could be more unjust 
as applied to Lord John ; but such an oninion 
will grow if he begins to value himself more 
upon his dexterity and finesse, than upon those 
fine, manlv, historico-Russell qualities he most 
undoubtedly possesses. There are two beauti- 
ful words in the English language^ — ^yes and 
no ; he must pronounce them boldly and em- 

J>hatically ; stick to yes and no to the death ; 
or yes and no lay his head down upon the 
scaffold, where his ancestors have laid their 
heads before, and cling to his yes and no in 
spite of Robert Peel and John Wilson, and 
Joseph, and Daniel, and Fergus, and Stevens 
himself. He must do as the Russells always 
have done, advance his firm foot on the field 
of honour, plant it on the line marked out by 
justice, and determine in that cause to perish 
or to prevail. 

In clubs, ballot preserves secrecy; but in 
clubs, after the barrister has blackballed the 
colonel, he most likely never hears of the 
colonel again : he does not live among people 
who are calling out for seven years the colind 
for ever; nor is there any one who, thinking 
DC has a right to the barrister's suffrage, ex- 
ercises the most incessant vigil;iiice to detect 
49 



^whether or not he has been defrauded of it I 
do not say that ballot can never in any in- 
stance be made a mean of secrecy ai)d safety, 
but that it cannot be so in popular elections. 
Even in elections, a consummate hypocrite 
who was unmarried, and drank water, might 
perhaps exercise hU timid patriotism with 
impunity; but the instances would be so rare, 
as to render ballot utterly inefficient as a go* 
neral protection against the abuses of power. 

In America, ballot is nearly a dead letter; 
no protection is wanted : if the ballot protects 
any one, it is the master, not the man. Some 
of the states have no ballot^— some tore ex- 
changed the ballot for open Yoting. 

Bribery carried on in any town now would 
probably be carried on with equal success 
under the ballot The attorney (if such a sys* 
tern prevailed) would say to the candidate, 
^ There is my list of promises ; if you come in 
I will have 6000L, and if you do not, you shall 
pay me nothing." To this list, to which I 
suppose all the venal rabble of the town to 
have put their names, there either is an oppo- 
sition bribery list, or there is not : if there is 
not, the promisers, looking only to make 
money by their vote, have every inducement 
to keep their word. If there is an opposite 
list, the only trick which a promisor can play 
is to put down his name upon both lists : but 
this trick would be so easily detected, so much 
watched and suspected, and would even in the 
vote market render a man so infamous, that it 
never would be attempted to any great extent 
At present, if a man promises his vote to ▲•» 
and votes for B., because he can set more 
money by it, he does not become infiunonfl 
among the bribed, because they lose no monejr 
by him ; but where a list is found, and a cer* 
tain sum of money is to be divided among that 
list, every interloper lessens the receipts of all 
the rest; it becomes their interest to guaxd 
against fraudulent intrusion ; and a man who 

guts his name upon more lists than the votes 
e was entitled to give, would soon be hxmted 
down by those he had robbed. Of course 
there would be no pay till after the election, 
and the man who having one vote had put 
himself down on two lists, or having two votes 
had put himself down on three lists, coul4 
hardly fail to be detected, and would, of course^ 
lose his political aceldatna. There must b^ 
honour among thieves; the mob regularlV 
inured to bribery under the canopy of the bal- 
lot, would for their own sake soon introduea 
rules for the distribution of the plunder, and 
infuse, with their customary energy, the 
morality of not being sold more than once at 
every election. 

If ballot were established, it would be ro- 
ceived by the upper classes with the greatest 
possible suspicion, and every effort would be 
made to counteract it and to get rid of it 
Against those attacks the inferior orders would 
naturally wish to strengthen themselves, and 
the obvious means would be by extending tlie 
number of voters ; and so comes on universal 
suffrage. The ballot would fail : it would be 
found neither to prevent intimidation nor 
bribery. Universal suffrage would cure both, 
^M a teaspoonA4 ^ pmssic acid is a certain 
« K 
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' ttnre for the most fonoidable diseases; bat 
uniyersal suffrage would in all probability be 
the next step. ''The SOO richest voters of 
Bridport shafi not beat the 400 poorest voters. 
Every body who has a house shall vote, or 
every body who is twenty-one shall vote, and 
then the people will be sore to have their way 
— ^we wiu blaekball every member standing 
for Bridgewater who does not promise to vote 
for universal suffrage." 

The ballot and universal suffrage are never 
mentioned by the radicals without being 
coupled together. Nobody ever thinks of 
separating them. Any person who attempted 
to separate them at torchlight or sunlight 
meetings would be hooted down. It is pro- 
fessedly avowed that ballot is only wanted for 
ulterior puiiK>ses, and no one makes a secret 
of what those ulterior purposes are : not only 
would the gift of ballot, if universal suffrage 
were refused, not be received with gratitude, 
but it would be received with furious indigna- 
tion and contempt, and universal suffrage be 
speedily extorted from you. 

There would be this argument also for uni- 
versal suffrage, to which I do not think it very 
easy to find an answer. The son of a man 
who rents a house of ten pounds a year is 
often a much cleverer man than his father ; 
the wife more intelligent than the husband. 
Under the system of open voting, these persons 
are not excluded from want of intellect, but for 
want of independence, for they would neces- 
sarily vote with their principal ; hut the mo- 
ment the ballot is established, according to the 
reasoning of the Grote school, one man is as 
independent as another, because all are con- 
cealed, and so all are equally entitled to offer 
their suffrages. This cannot sow dissensions 
in families; for how, ballotically reasoning, 
can the father find it out? or, if he did find it 
out, how has any father, ballotically speaking, 
a right to control the votes of his family 1 

I have often drawn a picture in my own 
mind of a Balloto-Grotical family voting and 
promising under the new system. There is 
one vacancy, and three candidates, tory, whig, 
and radical. Walter Wiggins, a small artificer 
of shoes, for the moderate gratuity of five 
pounds promises his own vote, and that of the 
chaste Arabella his wife, to the tory candidate; 
he, Walter Wiggins, having also sold, for one 
sovereign, the vote of the before-named Ara- 
bella to the whigs. Mr. John Wiggin s, a tailor, 
the male progeny of Walter and Arabella, at 
the solicitation of his master, promises his 
vote to the whigs, and persuades his sister 
Honoria to make a similar promise in the same 
cause. Arabella, the wife, yields implicitly to 
the wishes of her husband. In this way, be- 
fore the election, stand committed the highly 
moral family of Mr. Wiggins. The period for 
lying arrives, and the mendacity machine is 
exhibited to the view of the Wigginses. What 
happens 1 Arabella, who has in the interim 
been chastised by her drunken husband, votes 
secreUyfor the radicals, having been sold both 
to whig and lory. Mr. John Wiggins, pledged 
beyond redemption to whigs, votes for the 
rory ; and Honoria, extrinsically furious in the 
cause of vhigt, is persuaded by her lover to 



vote for the radieal member. The IbBowmg 
teble exhibits the state of this moral fiunfly 
before and after the election »— 

Walter Wlntiii leUs himMir once and bit wUb twist. 
ArabeUa Wiggins, told to torj tad whig, volw ftrn^ 

leal. 
John Wif^nt. promiMd to wUg^ voIm ftr latj. 
Hoaorla WigglBt, pcomlted to whig, voCee tv laditri. 

In this way the fhmilies of the poor, under At 
legislation of Mr. Grote, will become schools 
for good faith, openness, and tmfh. What are 
Cbrysippus and Grantor, and all the moralists 
of the whole world, compared to Mr. Orolel 

It is urg^ that the lower order of volen, 
proud of such a distinction, will not be anziou 
to extend it to others ; but the lower order of 
voters will often find that they possess Ais 
distinction in vain — that wealth and edncatioa 
are too strong for them ; and they will call is 
the multimde as auxiliaries, firmly beUeviag 
that they can curb their inferiors and oonqver 
their superiors. Ballot is a mere illnaioii,biit 
universal sufirage is not an illusion. The 
common people will get nothing by the one, 
but they will gain every thing, and min everf 
thing, by the last 

Some members of Parliament who mean to 
vote for ballot, in the fear of losing their setH^ 
and who are desirous of reconciling to their 
conscience such an act of disloyalty to man* 
kind, are fond of saying that ballot is ham- 
less ; that it will neither do the good nor Hie 
evil that is expected from it; and that the peo- 
ple may fairly be indulged in such an innoceat 
piece of legislation. Never was such folly ud 
madness as this ; ballot will be the canse of 
interminable hatred and jealousy amoftg the 
different orders of mankind; it will familmrise 
the English people to a long tenour of deceit; 
it will not answer its purpose of piptecting the 
independent voter ; and the people, exasperated 
and disappointed by the failure, will indemnify 
themselves by insisting upon unlimited suffrage. 
And then it is talked of as an experiment, as 
if men were talking of acids and AHf«ii ftf, tud 
the galvanic pile ; as if Lord John could get 
on the hustings and say, <* Gentlemen, you see 
this ballot does not answer; do me the ftvonr 
to give it up, and to allow yourselves to be re- 
placed in the same situation as the ballot found 
you." Such, no doubt, is the history of na- 
tions and the march of human affairs; and, in 
this way, the error of a sudden and foolish 
largess of power to the people might, no doubt, 
be easily retrieved. The most unpleasant of 
all bodily feelings is a cold sweat; nothing 
brings it on so surely as perilous nonsense in 
politics. I lose all warmth from the bodily 
frame when I hear tlie ballot talked of as an 
trjptrimtiU, 

I cannot at all understand what is meant by 
this indolent opinion. Votes are coerced now ; 
if votes are free, will the elected be the samel 
if not, will the difference of the elected be un 
important ? Will not the ballot stimulate the 
upper orders to fresh exertions ? and are their 
increased jealousy and interference of no im- 
portance 1 If ballot, after all, is found to hold 
out a real protection to the voter, is universal 
lying of no importance ? I can understand 
what is meant by calling ballot a great good, 
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or a great eyil ; bat, in the mighty contention 
for power which is raging in this county, to 
call it indifferent appears to me extremely 
foolish in all those in whom it is not extremely 
dishonest. 

If the ballot did succeed in enabling the 
lower order of voters to conquer their betters, 
so much the worse. In a town consisting of 
700 voters, the 300 most opulent and powerful 
(and therefore probably the best instmcted) 
would make a much better choice than the 
remaining 400 ; and the ballot would, in that 
case, do jgore harm than good. In nineteen 
eases out of twenty, the most numerous party 
would be in the wrong. If this is the case, 
why give the franchise to all 1 why not con- 
fine It to the first division 1 becaute tven with all 
tht o^MMt which occur, and m ipUe of tAcm, the 
gnat motf of tht peopU art mudi mart satUfied 
with having a voti oceanonaUif controlled than vtith 
having none. Many agree with their superiors, 
and therefore feel no control. Many are per- 
suaded by their superiors, and not controlled, 
dome are indifferent which way they exercise 
the power, though they would not like to be 
utterly deprived of it Some guzzle away their 
vote, some sell it, some brave their superiors, 
a few are threatened and controlled. The 
election, in different ways, is affected by the 
superior influence of the upper orders ; and 
the great mass (occasionally and justly com- 
plaining) are, beyond all doubt, better pleased 
than if they had no votes at all. The lower 
orders always have it in their power to rebel 
against their superiors ; and occasionally they 
will do so, and have done so, and occasionally 
and justly carried elections* against gold, and 
birth, and education. But it is madness to 
make laws of society which attempt to shake 
off* the great laws of nature. As long as men 
love bread, and mutton, and broadcloth, wealth, 
in a long series of years, must have enormous 
effects upon human a^airs, and the strong box 
will beat the ballot box. Mr. Grote has both^ 
but he miscalculates their respective powers. 
Mr. Grote knows the relative values of gold 
and silver ; but by what moral rate of exchange 
is he able to tell us the relative values of li- 
berty and truth t 
It is hardly necessary to say any thing about 
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universal suffrage, as there is no act of folly 
or madness which it may not in the beginning 
produce. There would be the greatest risk 
that the monarchy, as at present constituted, 
the funded debt, the established church, titles, 
and hereditary peerage, would give way before 
it Many really honest men may wish for 
these changes; I know, or at least believe, 
that wheat and barley would grow if tiiere was 
no Archbishop of Canterbury, and domestic 
fowls would breed if our Viscount Melbourne 
was again called Mr. Lamb; but tfai^ have 
stronger nerves than I have who would ven- 
ture to bring these changes about. So few 
nations have been free, it is so difficult to 
guard freedom from Idngs, and mobs, and pa- 
triotic gentlemen ; and we are in such a very 
tolerable state of happiness in England, that I 
think such changes would be very rash ; and I 
have an utter mistrust in the sagacity and pene- 
tration of political reasoners who pretend to 
foresee all the consequences to which they 
would give birth. When I speak of tiie toler- 
able state of happiness in which we live in 
England, I do not speak merely of nobles,, 
squires, and canons of St Paul's, but^ dri- 
vers of coaches, clerks, in offices, caipentersy 
blacksmiths, butchers, and bakers, and most 
men who do not many upon nothing, and 
become burdened with large families before 
they have arrived at years of maturity. Hie 
earth is not sufficiently fertile for this : 
Diffleilam rktom Amdit dnrliflina tallns. 

Alter all, the great art in politics and warii 
to choose a good position for making a stand. 
Thet)uke of Wellington examined ant forti- 
fied the lines of Torres Vedras a year before 
he had aiiy occasion to make use A them, and 
he had previously marked out Waterloo as tiie 
probable scene of some ibture exploit The 
people seem to be hurrying on through all the 
well-known steps to anarchy; they must be 
stopped at some pass or another: the first is 
the best and most easily defended. The peo- 
ple have a right to ballot or to any thing else 
which will make them happy; and they have 
a right to nothing which will make them un- 
happy. They are the best judges of their im- 
mediate gratifications, and the wor9t Judges of 
what would best conduce to their interests for 
a series of years. Most earnestly and consei- 
entiously wishing their good* I say. No Baumt. 
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FIEST LETTER TO AECHDEACON SINGLETON, 

OV TBI 

ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION. 



Ml BBAB 8IB9 

As yott do me the honour to ask my opinion 
reffpecting the constitntion and proceedings of 
die ecolesiastieal commission, and of their con- 
duct to the dignitaries of the ehnrch, I shall 
write to you withont any reserve upon this 
snbject 

The first thing which excited my surprise, 
was the constitution of the commission. As 
Che reform was to comprehend every branch 
of churchmen, bishops, dignitaries, and paro- 
chial clergymen, I cannot but think it would 
have been much more advisable to have added 
to the commission some members of the two 
lower orders of the church — ^they would have 
supplied that partial knowledge which appears 
in so many of the proceedings of the commis- 
sioners to have been wanting — they would 
have attended to those interests (not episcopal) 
niiich appear to have been so completely over- 
kwked — and they would have screened the 
commission fh>m those charges of injustice 
and partiality which are now so generally 
brought against it There can be no charm in 
die name of bishop — the man who was a cu- 
rate yesterday is a bishop to-day. There are 
many prebendaries, many rectors, and many 
vicars, who would have come to the reform 
of the church with as much integrity, wisdom, 
and vigour as any bishop on the bench ; and 
I believe, with a much stronger recollection 
that all the orders of the church were not to 
be sacrificed to the highest ; and that to make 
their work respectable, and lasting, it should 
in all (even in its minutest provisions), be 
(bunded upon justice. 

All the interests of the church in the com- 
mutation of tithes are entrusted to one paro- 
chial clergyman ;• and I have no doubt, from 
what I hear of him, that they will be well pro- 
tected. Why could not one or two such men 
have been added to the commission, and a ge- 
neral impression been created, that government 
in this momentous change had a parental feel- 
ing for all orders of men whose interests might 
be afiected by it 1 A ministry may laugh at 
this, and think if they cultivate bishops, that 
they may treat the other orders of the church 
with contempt and neglect ; but I say, that to 
create a general impression of justice, if it be 
not what common honesty requires from any 
ministry, is what common sense points out to 
them, t is strength and duration — it is the 

• Tha Rer. Mr. Jonei it the commisiloner appointed 
bjr tn« Arcnbbhop of Canterbury to watch over the In- 
Irrrtta of the rhnrrh. 



only power which is worth haTing^— fat (b« 
struggle of parties it gives victory, uid is re- 
membered, and goes down to other times. 

A mixture of different orders of clergj in the 
commission would at least have secured a ac>> 
cent attention to the representations of all ; for 
of seven communications made to the com- 
mission by cathedrals, and involving very se- 
rious representations respecting high interest^ 
six were totally disregarded, and the receipt 
of the papers not even acknowledged. 

I cannot help thinking that the commission- 
ers have done a great deal too much. Reform 
of the church was absolutely necessaiy— it 
cannot be avoided, and ought not to be post- 
poned ; but I would have found out what reaUy 
gave offence, have applied a remedy, removed 
the nuisance, and done no more. I would not 
have operated so laiigely on an oTd, and (I 
fear) a decaying building. I would not; in 
days of such strong political excitement, and 
amidst such a disposition to universal change, 
have done one thing more than was absolutely 
necessary to remove the odium against ^e 
establishment, the only sensible reason for is- 
suing any commission at all ; and the means 
which I took to effect this, should have agreed, 
as much as possible, with institutions already 
established. For instance, the public were 
disgusted with the spectacle of rich prebenda- 
ries enjoying large incomes, and doing Uttle 
or nothing for them. The real remedy for 
this would have been to have combined wealth 
and labour ; and as each of the present preben- 
daries fell off", to have annexed the stall to 
some large and populous parish. A preben- 
dary of Canterbury or of 8l Paul's, in his pre- 
sent state, may make the church unpopular; 
but place him as rector of a parish, with 8000 
or 9000 people, and in a benefice of little or 
no value, he works for his wealth, and the 
odium is removed. In like manner the pre- 
bends, which are not the property of the resi- 
dentiaries, might have been annexed to the 
smallest livings of the neighbourhood where 
the prcbendal estate was situated. The inter 
val which has elapsed since the first furioui 
demand for reform, would have enabled thi 
commissioners to adopt a scheme of muck 
greater moderation than might perhaps havi 
been possible at the first outbreak of populai 
indignation against the church ; and this son 
of distribution would have given much mon 
general satisfaction than the plan adopted by 
commissioners ; for though money, in the es 
timation of philosophers, has no ear-mark. i« 
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has a yery deep one in the opinion of the mnl- 
titude. The riches of the church of Durham 
were most hated in the neighbourhood of Dur* 
ham ; and there such changes as I have pointed 
out would have been most gladly received, 
and would have conciliated the greatest favour 
to the church. The people of Kent cannot 
see why their Kentish estates, given to the ca- 
thedral of Canterbury, are to augment livings 
in ComwalL The citizens of London see 
some of their ministers starving in the city, 
and the profits of the extinguished prebends 
sent into Northumberland. These feelings 
may be very unphilosophical, but they are the 
feelings of the mass; and to the feelings of 
the mass the reforms of the church ought to 
be directed. In this way the evil would have 
been corrected where it was most seen and 
noticed. All patronai^e would have been left 
as It was. One order of the church would not 
have plundered the other. Nor would all the 
cathedrals in England have been subjected to 
the unconciliating empire, and unwearied en- 
ergy of one man. 

Instead of this quiet and cautious mode of 
proceeding, all is change, fusion and confu- 
sion. New bishops, new dioceses, confiscated 
prebends— clergymen changing bishops, and 
bishops clergymen — mitres in Manchester, 
Gloucester turned into BristoL Such a scene 
of revolution and commutation as has not been 
seen since the days of Ireton and Cromwell ! and 
the singularity is, that all this has been effected 
by men selected from their age, their dignity, 
and their known principles, and from whom 
the considerate part of the community ex- 
pected all the caution and calmness which 
these high requisites seemed to promise, and 
ought to have secured. 

The plea of making a fund is utterly unte- 
nable — the great object was not to make a fund ; 
and there is the mistake into which the com- 
mission have fallen : the object was not to add 
10/. or 30/. per annum to a thousand small liv- 
ings, and to diminish inequalities in a ratio so 
trifling that the public will hardly notice it ; a 
very proper thing to do if higher interests were 
not sacrificed to it; but the great object was to 
remove the causes of hatred from the church, 
by lessening such incomes as those of Canter- 
bury, Durham, and London, exorbitantly and 
absurdly great — by making idleness work — and 
by these means to lessen the envy of laymen. 
It is impossible to make a fund which will raise 
the smaller livings of the church into any thing 
like a decent support for those who possess 
them. The whole income of the church, epis- 
copal, prebendal, and parochial, divided among 
the clergy, would not give to each clergyman 
an income equal to that which is enjoyed by 
the upper domestic of a great nobleman. The 
method in which the church has been paid, and 
must continue to be paid, is by unequal divi- 
sions. All the enormous changes which the 
commission is making will produce a very tri- 
fling diflerence in the inequality, while it will 
accustom more and more those enemies of the 
church, who are studying under their right 
rev. masters, to the boldest revolutions in ec- 
clesiastical aflairs. Out of 10,478 benefices, 
there arc 297 of about 40/. per annum value, 



1,639 at about 762. and 1,603 at about 135/.; to 
raise all these benefices to 300/L per anQnm,woaId 
require an annual sum of 371,3932.; and upon 
3^78 of those benefices there are no houses ; and 
upon 1,738 no houses fit for residence. WhatdiC* 
ference in the apparent inequalitv of the church 
would this sum of 371,3932. produce, if it could 
be raised ! or in what degree would it lessen 
the odium which that inequality creates 1 The 
case is utterly hopeless ; and yet with all their 
confiscations the commissioners are so far 
from being able to raise the annual sum of 
371,0002., Siat the utmost they expect to gain is 
130,0002. per annum. 

It seems a paradoxical statement, but tho 
fact is, that the respectability of the church, ai 
well as of the bar, is almost entirely preserred 
by the unequal division of their revenues. A 
bar of one hundred lawyers travel the northern 
circuit, enlightening provincial ignorance, cur- 
ing local partialities, diflfusing knowledge, 
and dispensing justice in their route: it is 
quite certain that all they gain is not equal to 
all that they spend ; if the profits were equally 
divided there would not be six and eight-penca 
for each person, and there would be no bar atalL 
At present, the success of the leader animates 
them all^eacb nuin hopes to be a Scarlett or 
a Brougham — and takes out his ticket in a lot- 
tery by which the mass must infallibly lose, 
trusting (as mankind are so apt to do) to his 
good fortune, and believing that the prize is re- 
served for him, disappointment and defeat for 
others. So it is with the clergy ; the whole in- 
come of the church, if equally divided, would 
be about 3502. for each minister. Who would 
go into the church and spend 1,3002. or 1,60021 
upon his education, if such were the highest 
remuneration he could ever look tol At pre- 
sent, men are tempted Into the church by the 
prizes of the churen, and bring into that chuich 
a great deal of capital, which enables them to 
live in decency, supporting themselves, not 
with the money of the public, but with their 
own money, which, but for this temptation, 
would have been carried into some retail trade. 
The officers of the church would then fall down 
to men little less coarse and ignorant than 
agricidtural labourers— the clergyman of the 
parish would soon be seen in the squire's 
kitchen; and all this would take place in « 
country where poverty is inf amous. 

In fact, nothing can be more unjust and idle 
th^n the reasoning of many lavmen upon 
church matters. You choose to have an es- 
tablishment—God forbid you should choose 
otherwise! and you wish to have men of de- 
cent manners, and good education, as the min- 
isters of that establishment; all this is venr 
right: but are you willing to pay them as such 
men ought to be paidi Are you williuji^ to pajr 
to each clergjrman, confining himseli to one 
spot, and giving up all his time to the care of 
one parish, a salary of 6002. per annum 1 To do 
this would require three millions to be added 
to the present revenues of the church; and 
such an expenditure is impossible! What 
then remains, if you will have a clergy and 
will not pay them equitably and separately, 
than to pay them unequally and by lottery* 
and yet this very inequality, which secures to 
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you a respectable clergy upon the most eco- 
nomical terms, is considered by laymen as a 
gross abase. It is an abuse, however, which 
they have not the spirit to extingaish by in- 
creased munificence to their clergy, nor jus- 
tice to consider as the only other method by 
which all the advantages of a respectable es- 
tablishment can be procured ; but they use it 
at the same time as a topic for sarcasm, and 
a scarce of economy. 

This, it will be said, is a mammonish view 
of the subject; it is so, but those who make 
this objection, forget the immense effect which 
mammon produces upon religion itself. Shall 
the Gospel be preached by men paid by the 
state ? shall these men be taken from the lower 
orders and be meanly paid 1 shall they be men 
of learning and education ! and shall there be 
some magnificent endowments to allure such 
men into the church 1 Which of these methods 
is the best for diffusing the rational doctrines 
of Christianity ? not in the age of the apostles, 
not in the abstract, timeless, nameless, place- 
less land of the philosophers, but in the year 
1837, in Uie porter-brewing, cotton-spinning, 
tallow-melting kingdom of Great Britain, burst- 
ing with opulence, and flying from poverty as 
the greatest of human evils. Many different 
answers may be given to these questions, but 
they are questions which, not ending in mam- 
mon, have a powerful bearing on religion, and 
deserve the deepest consideration from its 
disciples and friends. Let the comforts of the 
clergy go for nothing. Consider their state 
only as religion is affected by it If upon this 
principle I am forced to allot to some an opu- 
lence which my clever friend the Examiner 
would pronounce to be apostolical, I cannot 
help it ; I must take this people with all their 
foUies, and prejudices, and circumstances, and 
carve out an establishment best suited for 
them, however unfit for early Christianity in 
barren and conquered Judea. 

Not only will this measure of the commis- 
sion bring into the church a lower and worse 
educated set of men, but it will have a ten- 
dency to make the clergy fanatical. You 
will have a set of ranting, raving pastors, who 
will wage war against all the innocent plea- 
sures of life, vie with each other in extrava- 
gance of zeal, and plague your heart out with 
their nonsense and absurdity : cribbage must 
be played in caverns, and sixpenny whist take 
refuge in the howling wilderness. In this way 
low men doomed to hopeless poverty, and 
galled by contempt, will endeavour to force 
themselves into station and significance. 

There is an awkward passage in the memo- 
rial of the church of Canterbur>', which deserves 
some consideration from him to whom it is 
directed. The Archbishop of Canterbur}', at 
his consecration, takes a solemn onth that he 
will maintain the rights and liberties of the 
church of Canterbury; as chairman, however, 
of the new commission, he seizes the patron- 
age of that church, takes two-thirds of its 
ie\'enues, and abolishes two-thirds of its mem- 
bers. That there is an answer to this I am 
verv willing to believe, but I cannot at present 
find out what it is; and this attack upon the 
rijvcnucs and members of Canterbur}-, is not 



obedience to an act of Parliament, but the very 
act of Parliament, which takes avay, is recom- 
mended, drawn up, and signed by the person 
who has sworn he will never take away; and 
this little apparent inconsistency is not con- 
fined- to the Archbishop of Canterbury, but is 
shared equally by aU tne bishop commission- 
ers, who have all (unless I am grievously 
mistaken) taken similar oaths for die preser- 
vation of their respective chapters. It would 
be more easy to see our way out of this little 
embarrassment, if sonys of the embarrassed 
had not, unfortunately, in the parliamentary 
debates on the Catholic question, laid the 
greatest stress upon the king's oath, applauded 
the sanctity of the monarch to the skies, reject 
ed all comments, called for the oath in its plain 
meaning, and attributed the safety of the Eng- 
lish church to the solemn vow made by fhe 
king at the altar to the Archbishops of Canter- 
bury and York, and the other bishops. I 
should be very sorry if this were not placed 
on a clear footing, as fools will be imputing to 
our church the pia tt religioia CaUiditas^ which 
is so commonly brought against the Catholics. 

Urbem quam dlcant Romam, MeliboBC, puUTl 
BtuUus ego hulc ooatra siinnein. 

The words of Henry VIIL, in endowing the 
cathedral of Canterbury, are thus given in the 
translation. '*We, therefore, dedicating the 
aforesaid close, site, circle, and precinct to the 
honour and glory of the Holy and undivided 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, have 
decreed that a certain Cathedral and Metro- 
politan Church, with one Dean, Presbyter, and 
twelve Prebendaries Presbyters ; Uiese verily 
and for%ever to serve Almighty God shall be 
created, set up, settled, and established ; and 
the same aforesaid Cathedral and Metropolitan 
Church, with one Dean, Presbyter, and twelve 
Prebendaries Presbjrters, with other Ministers 
necessary for divine worship, by the tenor of 
these presents in reality, and plenitude of 
force, we do create, set up, settle, and establish, 
and do command to be established and to be 
in perpetuity, and inviolably maintained and 
upheld by Oiese presents." And this is the 
church, the rights and liberties of which the 
archbishop at his consecration swears to main- 
tain. Nothing can be more ill-natured among 
politicians, than to look back into Hansard's 
Debates, to see what has been said by par- 
ticular men upon particular occasions, and 
to contrast such speeches with present opi- 
nions — and therefore I forbear to introduce 
sonie inviting passages upon taking oaths in 
their plain and obvious sense, both in debates 
on the Catholic question and upon that fatal 
and Mezentian oath which binds the Irish to 
the English church. 

It is quite absurd to see how all the cathe- 
drals arc to be trimmed to an exact Prorrufttt 
pattern ; — quicta movere is the motto of the com- 
mission : — there is to be ever}'whcre a dean, 
and four residcntiaries ; but Su Paul's and 
Lincoln have at present only three residential 
ries, and a dean, who ofliciates in his turn as 
a canon : — a fourth must be added to each. 
Why? nobody wants more prebendaries; St. 
Paul's and Lincoln go on very well as they 
are. It is not for the lack of prcbcn»larics. ii 
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is for idleness, that the Church of England is 
onpopnlar ; but in the Inst of reforming, the 
commission cut and patch proper^r as they 
would eilt figures in pasteboard. This little 
piece of wanton change, however, gives to two 
of the bishops, who ar^commissioners as well 
as bishops, patronage of a thousand a jrear 
each ; and though I am willing not to consider 
this as the cause of the recommendation, yet I 
must observe it is not very common that the 
same persons should bring in the verdict and 
receive the profits of the suit. No other arch- 
deacons are paid in such a manner, and no 
other bishops out of the commission have re- 
ceived such a bonus.* 

I must express my surprise that nothing in 
this commission of bishops, either in the bill 
which has passed, or in the report which pre- 
ceded it, is said of the duties of bishops. A 
bishop is not now forced by law to be in his 
diocese or to attend his duty in Parliament — 
he may be entirely absent from both ; nor are 
there wanting instances within these six years 
where such has been the case. It would have 
been very easy to have placed the repairs of 
episcopal palaces (as the concurrent leases of 
bishops are placed) under the superintendence 
of deans and chapters ; but though the bishops' 
bin was accompanied by another bill, contam- 
ing the strictest enactments for the residence 
of the clergy, and some very arbitrary and 
unjust rules for the repair of their houses, it 
did not appear upon the face of the law that 
the bishops had any such duties to perform ; 
and yet I remember the case of a bishop, dead 
not six years ago, who was scarcely ever seen 
in the House of Lords, or in his diocese ; and 
I remember well also the indignation with 
which the inhabitants of a great cathedral 
town spoke of the conduct of another bishop 
(now also deceased), who not only never 
entered his palace, but turned his horses into 
the garden. When I mention these instances, 
I am not setting myself up as the satirist of 
bishops. I think, upon the whole, they do 
their duty in a very exemplary manner, but 
they are not, as the late bills would have us 
to suppose, impeccable. The church commis- 
sioners should not have suffered their reports 
and recommendations to paint the other 
branches of the church as such slippery trans- 
gredient mortals, and to leave the world to ima^ 
gine that bishops may be safely trusted to their 
own goodness without enactment or control. 

This squabble about pati^nage is said to be 
disgracefhL Those who mean to be idle, and 
insolent, because they are at peace, may look 
out of the window and say, ** This U a dis- 
graceful squabble between bishops and chap- 
ters ;" but those who mean to be just, should 
ask. Who begifuf the real disgrace of the squab- 
ble is in the attack, and not in the defence. 
If any man puts his hand into my pocket to 
take my property, am I disgraced if I prevent 
himi Churchmen are ready enough to be 
submissive to their superiors ; but were they 
to submit to a spoliation so gross, accom- 
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nMTnbnr, from that ftind for th« ftufmentation of small 
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panied wit^ ijgnominy and dttpradatioii, and to 
bear all tiiis in subnussire si&nee ;— 4o be ao- 
cused of nepotism by nepotists, iHio were 
praising tiiemselves indirect^ hv the accusa- 
tion, and benefiting themselves mrectly by the 
confiscation founded on it;-— the real disgrace 
would have been to hare submitted to this: 
and men are to be honouredy not disgraced* 
who come forth, contrary to their usQalliabits» 
to oppose those masters iHiom, in common 
seasons, they would willingly obey; but who, 
in this matter, have tarnished their dignity, 
and forgotten what they owe to ^emselrefl 
and to us. 

It is a rery singular thing that the law al- 
wavs suspects judges, and never suspects 
bishops. If there is any way in which Ihie 
partialities of the judge may injure laymen, 
the subject is fenced round wim all sorts of 
jealousies, and enactments, and prohibitions^ 
all partialities are guarded against, and aU 
propensities watched. Where bishops are 
concerned, acts of Paiiiament are drawn up 
for beings who can never possibly be poUuM 
by pride, prejudice, passion, or interest Not 
otherwise would be the case with judges, if 
they, like the heads of the church, legula^ 
for Uiemselves. 

Then comes the questidn of patronage ; can 
any thing be more flagrantly unjust, than that 
the patronage of cathedrals should be taken 
away and conferred upon tiie bishops 1 I do 
not want to go into a long and tiresome history 
of episcopal nepotism, but it is notcrious to 
all, Uiat bishops confer their patronage upon 
their sons, and sons-in-law, and all their rela- 
tions ; and it is really quite monstrous in the 
face of the world, who see this everr day, and 
every hour, to turn round upon deans and 
chapters, and to say to them, ** We^are cre^bly 
informed that there are instances in your 
chapters where preferment has not hem given 
to the most learned men you can find, but to 
the sons and brothers of some of the prebend- 
aries. These things must not be— we must 
take these benefices into our own keeping ;f 
and this is the language of men swarmmg 
themselves with sons and daughters, and wfao^ 
in enumerating the advantages of dieir sta- 
tions, have always spoken of the opportoni* 
ties of providing for their fhnulies as the 
greatest and most important It is, I admit, 
the duty of every man, and of every body, to 
present the best man that can be foond to anj 
living of which he is tiie patron; but if tins 
duty has been neglected, it has been neglected 
by bishops quite as mudi as by chapters ; and 
no man can open the "Clerical Cmide^ and 
read two pages of it, without seeing that tiie 
bench of bishops are the last persons firom 
whom any remedy of this evil is to be eac- 
pected. 

The legislature has not always taken the 
same view of the comparative trust-wordiiness 
of bishops and chapters as is taken by the 
commission. Bishops' leases for jrears are 
for twenty-one years, renewable every seven 
When seven years are expired, if the present 
tenant will not renew, the bishop may grant a 
concurrent lease. How does his lordship act 
on such occasions t He generally asks twt« 
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jtm* incomie for tiiis renewal, when chapters, 
Dot having die privilege of granting such con- 
curring leases, ask only a year and a half; and 
if the bishop's price is not given, he pnts a 
son, or a daughter, or a trustee, into die estate, 
and the price of the lease deferred is money 
saved for his family. But unfkir and exorbi- 
tant terms may be asked by his lordship, and 
the tenant may be unfkirly dispossessed— 
therefore, the legislamre enacts that all those 
concurrent leases must be countersigned by 
the dean and chapter of the diocese — making 
them the safeguards against episcopal rapsr 
city ; and, as I hear from others, not making 
them so in vain. These sorts of laws do not 
exactly correspond with the relative views 
taken of both parties by the ecclesiastical 
commission. This view of chapters is of 
course overlooked by a commission of bishops, 
just as all mention of bridles would be omitted 
m a meeting of horses; but in this view, 
chapters might be made eminently useful. In 
what profession, too, are there no gradations Y 
Why is the Chfurch of England to be nothing 
but a collection of beggars and bishops — ^the 
Right Reverend Dives in the palace, and Laza- 
rus in orders at the gate, doctored by dogs, 
and comforted with crumbs ? 

But to take away the patronage of existing 
prebendaries is objectionable for another class 
of reasons. If it is right to take away the pa- 
tronage of my cathednl and to give it to the 
bishop, it is at least tujust to do so with my 
share of it during my lifls. Society have a 
right to improve, or to do what they think an 
improvement, but then they have no right to 
do so suddenly and hastily, to my prejudice ! 
AAer securing to me certain possessions by one 
hundred statutes passed in six hundred years — 
after having clothed me in fine garments, and 
conferred upon me pompous names, they have 
no right to turn round upon me all of a sud- 
den to say. You are not a dean nor a canon- 
residentiuy, but a vagabond and an outcast, 
and a morbid excrescence upon society. This 
would not be a reform, but the grossest tyran- 
ny and oppression. If a man cannot live 
under the canopy of ancient law, where is he 
safe 1 how can he see his way, or lay out his 
plan of life 1 

"DaUUBt bomlnM.Mrin ttque Impendere curoi." 

Tou tolerated, for a century, the wicked 
traffic in slaves, legislated for that species of 
property, encouraged it by premiums, defended 
It in your courts of jusdce— West Indians 
bought and sold, trusting (as Englishmen al- 
ways ought to trust) in parliaments. Women 
went to the altar, promised that they should 
be supported by that property; and children 
were bom to it, and 3roung men were educated 
with it : but God touched the hearts of the 
English people, and they would have no slaves. 
The scales fell from their eyes, and they saw 
the monstrous wickedness of the traffic; but 
then they said, and said magnificently, to the 
West Indians, "We mean to become wiser 
and better, but not at your expense ; the loss 
bhall be ours, and we will not involve vou in 
ruin, because we are ashamed of our former 
f rnelties, and have learnt a better lesson of 



humanity and wisdom." Aad tkis li As %qr 
in which in^nroving nationa ought to um, §ti 
this is the distinction b e t w e a u nlbni Mi 
revolution. 

Justice is not changed by die auigmitDdB or 
minuteness of the subjftt Hie old eeikedrah 
have enjoyed their patronage for lOTen hu^ 
dred years, and the new onei ainee Ike tiafe 
of Henry VUL; which latter period evee 
gives a much longer possession than wameff^ 
nine out of a hundred of the legislaton, who 
are called upon to plunder ns, can bout fiNr 
their own estates. And theae righta, thai 
sanctioned, and hallowed by time, are ton 
from their present possessors without the lean 
warning, or preparation, in the midst e£ all 
that fever of change which has seised npoa 
the people, and which frightens men to Ai 
core of their hearts ; and this spoliation is 
made, not by low men rushing into the plunder 
of the chureh and state, but by men oif adm^ 
rable and unimpeached character im all tbt 
relations of life-<^not by rash men of near 
politics, but by the ancient conservatora of 
ancient law — ^by the arehbishopa and bishops 
of the land, high official men, invented and er^ 
ated, and put in palaces to curb Uie lawteis 
changes, and the mutations, and the madness 
of mankind ; and to crown the whole, the hh 
dicrous is added to the unjust, and what they 
take from the other branches of the churca 
they confer upon thtm mh eu 

Never dreaming of such sudden rerolntioBS 
as these, a prebendary brings up his aon to 
the chureh, and spends a large sum of money 
in his education, which, perhaps, he can ill 
afford. His hope is (wicked wretch!) tha^ 
according to the established custom of the 
body to which he (immoral man!) belongs, 
the chapter will (when his turn arrives), if 
his son be of fair attainments and good chft- 
racter, attend to his nefarious recomimenda- 
tion, and confbr the living upon the young 
man ; and in an instant all his hopes are de- 
stroyed, and he finds his preferment seised 
upon, under the plea of public good, by a 
stronger churchman than himself. I can caD 
this by no other name than that of tyranny 
and oppression. I know very well that this is 
not the theory of patronage ; but who does bet* 
ter 7— do individual patrons 7— Kb colleges who 
give in succession 1 — and as for bishops, lives 
there the man so weak and foolish, so little 
observant of the past, as to believe (when 
this tempest of maity and perfection has 
blown over) that the name of Bloomfield will 
not figure in those benefices from which the 
names of Copleston, Blomberg, Taite, and 
Smith, have been so virtuously excluded ? I 
have no desire to make odious comparisons 
between the purity of one set of patrons and 
another, but they are forced upon me by the 
injustice of the commissioners. I must either 
make such comparisons or yield up, without 
remonstrance, those rights to which I am fairiy 
entitled. 

It may be said that the bishops will do bet* 
ter in future ; that now the public eye is upon 
them, they will be ashamed into a more loAy 
and anti-nepotic spirit; but, if the argument 
of past superiority is given up, and the hope 
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«f AitSTB imcndment resorted to^^vi^ may We 
BOt improre u well as oar masters! bat the 
oommissioii 8a3r9, ** These ercellent men 
(meaning themselves) have promised to do 
better, ai^ we have an implicit confidence in 
Ifaeir word : we mast liave the patronage of the 
eitbedrala." in the mean time we are ready 
to jpromise as well as the bishops. 

With regard to that common newspaper 
phrase, iht jntbHc <si«— 4here's nothing (as the 
bench well know) more wandering and slip- 
pery than the pubHe eye. In five years hence, 
4he pablic eye will no more see what descrip- 
tion of men are promoted by bishops, than it 
will see what doctors of law are promoted by 
tiie Torkish Ulhema; and at the end of this 
period (snob is the example set by the com- 
mission), the jmhHc ejfc, tamed in every direc- 
tion, may not be able to see any bishops at aU. 

In many instances, chapters are better pa- 
trons than bishops, because their preferment 
is not given ezclasively to one species of in- 
enmbents. I have a diocese now in my pri- 
vate eye which has undergone the foUotnng 
changes. The, first of three bishops whom! 
remember was a man of careless, easy temper, 
and how patronage went in those early days 
may be eonjectared by the following letters ; 
which are not his, but serve to iUastrate a 



TBI BISBOP TO Loan A . 

My dear Lord, 

I have noticed with great pleasure the be- 
haviour of your lordship's second son, and am 
most happy to have it in my power to offer to 
him the living of * * *. He will find it of 
considerable value ; and there is, I understand, 
a very good house upon it, dec. dbc 

This is to confer a living upon a man of 
real merit out of the family ; into which family, 
apparently sacrificed to the public good, the 
Uvmg is brought back by the second letters— 

warn SAxx to tbb bams, a tbas AJTBa. 

Mydear Lord, 

Will you excuse the liberty I take in soli- 
citing promotion for my grandson ! He is an 
officer of great skill and gallantry, and can 
bring the most ample testimonials from some 
lof the best men in the profession : the Arethusa 
frigate is, I understand, about to be commis- 
sioned ; znd if, dto. &c. 

Now I am not saying that hundreds of pre- 
bendaries have not committed such enormities 
and stupendous crimes as this (a declaration 
which will fill the whig cabinet with horror]) ; 
all that I mean to contend for is, that such is 
the practice of bishops quite as much as it is 
of inferior patrons. 

The second bishop was a decided enemy of 
Calvinistical doctrines, and no clergyman so 
tainted had the slightest chance of preferment 
in his diocese. 

The third bishop could endure no man 
whose principles were not strictly Calvinistic, 
and who did not give to the articles that kind 
of interpretation. Now here were a great 
ma«is of clergy namrally alive to the emolu- 
ments of their profession, and not knowing 
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which way to look or stir, beeanse they de- 

Sinded so entirely upon the will of one person, 
ot otherwise is it with a very whig bishops 
or a very toiy bishop ; but the worst case u 
that of a soperannnated bishop ; here ^le pre- 
ferment is given away, and must be given 
away by wives and daughters, or by sons, or 
by batlers, perhiqps, and valets, and the poor 
dying patron's paraljrtic hand is guided to the 
signature of pi^pers, the contents of which he 
is utterly unable to comprehend. In all such 
cases as these, the superiority of bishops as 
patrons will not assist that violence which the 
commissioners have committed upon the pa- 
tronage of cathedrals. 

I never heard that cathedrals had sold the 
patronage of their preferment; such a prao- 
tice, however, is not quite unknown among 
the higher orders of the church. When the 
Archbishop of Canterbury consecrates an in- 
ferior bishop, he marks some piece of prefin*- 
ment in the gift of the bishop as his own. 
This is denominated an qftum; and when the 
preferment falls, it is not only in the gift of the 
archbishop, if he is alive, but in the gift of his 
representatives if he is not It is an absolute 
chattel, which, like any other chattel, is part 
of the archbishop's assets ; and if he died in 
debt, might be taken and sold for the benefit 
of his creditors-Hind within the memory of 
man such options have been publicly sold by 
auction—- and if the present Archbishop of 
Canterbury were to die in debt to-morrow, such 
might be &e fate of his options. What Arch- 
bishop Moore did with his options I do not 
know, but the late Archbishop Sutton veiy 
handsomely and property left them to the pre- 
sent— a bequest, however, which would not 
have prevented such options fh>m coming to 
the hammer, if Archbishop Sutton had not 
cleared off, before his death, those incum- 
brances which, at one period of his life, sat so 
heavily upon him. 

What the present archbishop me&ns to do 
with them, I am not informed. They are not 
alluded to in the church returns, though they 
must be worth some thousand pounds. The 
commissioners do not seem to know of their 
existence— at least they are profoundly silent 
on the subject; and the bill which passed 
through Parliament in the summer for the 
regulation of the emoluments of bishops, does 
not make the most distant allusion to them. 
When a parallel was drawn between two spe- 
cies of patrons — which ended in the confisca- 
tion of the patronage of cathedrals— iHien two 
archbishops helped to draw the parallel, and 
profited by the parallel, I have a perfect right 
to state this corrupt and unabolished practice 
of their own sees— a practice which I never 
heard charged against deans and chapters.* 

I do not mean to imply, in the most remote 
degree, that either of the present arohbishops 
have sold their options, or ever thought of it 
Purer and more high-minded gentlemen do not 
exist, nor men more utteriy incapable of ioing 
any thing unworthy of their high station ; and 
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I am convinced the Archbishop of Canterbniy* 
will imitate or exceed the munificence of hia 
predecessor: but when twenty-four public 
Iwdies arc to be despoiled of their patronage, 
we must look not only to present men, but 
historically, to see how it has been adminis- 
tered in times of old, and in times also recently 
past; and to remember, that at this moment, 
when bishops are set up as the most admirable 
Uspensers of patronage-^as the only persons 
fit to be intrusted with it — as marvels, for 
whom law and justice and ancient possessions 
ought to be set aside, that this patronage (very 
valuabli because selected from the whole 
diocese) of the two heads of the church is 
liable to all the accidents of succession — that 
it may fall into the hands of a superannuated 
wife, of a profligate son, of a weak daughter, 
or a rapacious creditor— that it may be brought 
to the hammer, and publicly bid for at an 
auction, like all the other chattels of the palace ; 
and that such have been the indignities to 
which this optional patronage has been ex- 
posed, from the earliest days of the church to 
this moment Truly, men who live in houses 
of glasf/ (especially where the panes are so 
large) ought not to fling stones ; or if they do, 
they should be specially careful at whose head 
they are flung. 

And then the patronage which is not seized 
-^he patronage which the chapter is allowed 
to present to its own body— ;may be divided 
without their consent Can any thing be more 
thoroughly lawless, or unjust than Uiis — that 
my patronage during my life shall be divided 
without my consent 1 How do my rights 
during my life diflfer from those of a lay patron, 
who is tenant for lifel and upon what prmciple 
of justice or common sense is his patronage 
protected from the commissioners dividing 
power to which mine is subjected ? That one 
can sell, and the other cannot sell, the next 
presentation, would be bad reasoning if it were 
good law ; but it is not law, for an ecclesiasti- 
cal corporation, aggregate or sole, can sell a 
next presentation as legally as a lay life-tenant 
can do. They have the same power of selling 
as laymen, but they never do so ; that is, they 
dispense their patronage with greater propriety 
and delicacy, which, in the estimate of the 
commissioners, seems to make their right 
weaker, and the reasons for taking it away 
more powerful. 

Not only are laymen guarded by the same 
act which gives the power of dividing livings 
to the commissioners, but bishops are also 
guarded. The commissioners may divide the 
livings of chapters without their consent ; but 
before they can touch the living of a bishop, 
his consent must be obtained. It seems, afler 
a few of those examples, to become a little 
clearer, and more intelligible, why the appoint- 
ment of any other ecclesiastics than bishops 
was so disagreeable to the bench. 

* The optfcmi of the Archbishop of York are comparm- 
llvely trlflinf . I nerer heard, at anv period, that they 
have bren aold ; bat they remain, like thoae of Canter- 
bary, in the abaolate poMeesion of the archblflhop*a re- 
preaentatlTea after hia death. I will aniiwer for It that 
the preeent arr.hbiahop will do erery thina with them 
which becomea hia hiah autlon and hiyb character. 
They onght to be aboliabcd by act of Parliunaat. 



The reasoning, then, is thia: If a good liviig 
is vacant in the patronage of a-chapter, thOT 
will only think of conferring it ob oae of thor 
body or their firiends. If siich a living lalls to 
the gift of a bishop» he will totally oreiloolc 
the interests of his sons and daughters, and 
divide the living into small portioiu for the 
good of the public; and with these sort of 
anilities, whig leaders, whose interest it is to 
lull the bishops into a reform, pretend lo be 
satisfied; and upon this intolerable nonsense 
they are not asluuned to justify spoliation.* 

A division is set up between pablic and pri- 
vate patronage, and it is pretended that one is 
holden in trust for the public, the other is pri- 
vate property. This is mere theory — a sli^ 
film thrown over convenient injustice. Heuj 
VIII. gave to the Duke of Bedford mnch of hu 
patronage. Roger de Hoveden gave to the 
church of 8t Paul's much of his patronige 
before the Russells were in existence, ns 
duke has the legal power to give his prefe^ 
ment to whom he pleases — so have we. We 
are both under the same moral and religioos 
restraint to administer that patronage propeiij 
— the trust is precisely the same to botti ; and 
if the public good requires it, the power of 
dividing livings without the consent of patrons 
should be given in all instances, and not con- 
fined as a mark of infamy to cathedrals aim. 
This is not the real reason of the difference: 
bishops are the active members of the com- 
mission — they do not choose that their own 
patronage should be meddled with, and tbej 
know that the laity would not allow for a mo- 
ment that their livings should be palled to 
pieces by bishops ; and that if such a proposal 
were made, there would be more danger of the 
bishop being pulled to pieces than the living. 
The real distinction is, between the weak m 
the strong — between those who have power to 
resist encroachment, and those who have not 
This is the reason why we are selected fiir 
experiment, and so it is with all the bill fh)m 
beginning to end. There is purple and fine 
linen in every line of it 

Another strong objection to the dividing 
power of the commission is this : according 
to the printed bill brought forward last ses- 
sion, if the living is not taken by some mem- 
bers of the body, it lapses to the bishop. Sup- 
pose, then, the same person to be bishop and 
commissioner, he breaks the living into little 
pieces as a commissioner, and after it is r^ 
jected in its impoverished state by the chapter, 
he gives it away as bishop of the diocese. 
The only answer that is given to such objee- 
tions is, the impeccability of bighopi ; and upon 
this principle the whole bill has been con- 
structed, and here is the great mistake about 
bishops. They are, upon the whole, very good 
and worthy men ; but they are not (as many 
ancient ladies suppose) wholly exempt from 
human infirmities; they have their malice, 
hatred, uncharitableness, persecution and 
interest like other men; and an administra- 
tion who did not think it more magnificent to 
laugh at the lower clergy, than to protect them, 

* These reasoninfa have had their efltet, tad oMsy 
early acta of li^uatlM of tba eoHunlaaloa tere baca 
aabwqucBtly corrected. 
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should sufier no ecclesiastical bill to pass 
throagh Parliament without seriously consi- 
dering how iu proyisions may affect the hap- 
piness of poor clergymen pushed into living 
tombs, and pining in solitude— 

VatM ptoefol atqoe in sola retegant 
PMcna, poBt moBtam oppoaitam, ec traas flttmina lata. 

There is a practice among some bishops, 
which may as well be mentioned here as any- 
where else, but which, I think, cannot be too 
severely reprobated. They send for a clergy- 
man, and insist upon his giving^vidence re- 
specting the character and conduct of his 
neighbour. Does he hunti Does he shoot 1 
Is he in debtt Is he temperate 1 Does he 
attend to his parish t dec. oc. Now what is 
this, but to destroy for all clergymen the very 
elements of social' life — to put an end to aU 
confidence between man and man— and to dis- 
seminate among gentlemen, who are bound to 
live in concord, every feeling of resentment, 
hatred and suspicion t But the very essence 
of tyranny is to act as if the finer feelings, 
like the finer dishes, were delicacies onlv for 
the rich and great, and that little people have 
no taste for them and no right to them. A 
good and honest bishop (I thank God there 
are many who deserve tnat character !) ought 
to suspect himself, and carefully to watch his 
own heart He is all of a sudden elevated 
from being a tutor, dining at an early hour 
with his pupil (and occasionally, it is believed, 
on cold meat), to be a spiritual lord; he is 
dressed in a magnificent dress, decorated with 
a title, flattered by chaplains, and surrounded 
by little people looking up for the things which 
he has to give away; and this often happens 
to a man who has had no opportunities of 
seeing the world, whose parents were in ve^ 
humluQ life, and who has given up all his 
thoughts to the Frogs of Aristophanes and the 
Targum of Onkelos. How is it possible that 
such a man should not lose his head 1 that he 
should not swell? that he should not be 
guilty of a thousand follies, and worry and 
tease to death (before he recovers his common 
sense) an hundred men as good and as wise 
and as able as himself?* 

The history of the division of Edmonton 
has, I xmdersfand, been repeatedly stated in 
the commission — and told, as it has been, b^ 
a decided advocate, and with no sort of evi- 
dence called for on the other side of the ques- 
tion, has produced an unfair impression against 
chapters. The history is shortly this:— Be- 
sides the mother church of Edmonton, there 
are two chapels — 8k>uthgate and Winchmore 
Hill chapel. Winchmore Hill chapel was 
built by the society for building churches 
upon the same plan as the portions of Mary- 
lebone are arranged; the clerg3rman was to 
be remunerated by the lease of the pews, and 
if curates with talents for preaching had been 
placed there, they might have gained 200/. per 
annum. Though men of perfectly respectable 

♦ Since writinf this, and after decltnhif the Ihriag fbr 
myveir, I have bad the pleasure of seefaff h preeented in 
an undiTided ttate to my amiable and excellent fHend, 
Mr. Talte, who, after a lonff life of moods and tenaes, 
has acquired (sn he has deserrad) east and opnlenee Is 
bis old are. 



and honourable character, they were not 
endowed with this sort of talent, and they 
gained no more than 902. to 1002. per annum. 
The Bishop of London applied to the cathedral 
of St. Paul s, to consent to 250t per annum in 
addition to the proceeds from the letting of the 
pews, or that proportion of the whole of the 
value of the living, should be allotted to the 
chapel of Winchmore ; and at the same time 
we received an application from the chapel at 
Southgate, that another considerable portion, I 
forget what, but believe it to have been rather 
less (perhaps SOOt), should be allotted to them, 
and the whole living severed into three parishes. 
Now the living of Edmonton is about 1,850X. 
per annum, besides surplice fees; but this 
1,850^ depends upon a com rent of lOt. Sd, 
per bushel, present valuation, which, at the 
next valuation would, in the opinion of emi- 
nent land surveyors whom we consulted, be 
reduced to about 0«. per bushel, so that die 
living, considering the reduction also of all 
voluntary ofi*erings to the church, would be 
reduced one half, and this half was to be 
divided into three, and one or two curatein 
(two curates by the present bill) to be kept by 
Uie vicar of the old church; and thus three 
clerical beggars were, by the activity of the 
Bishop of London, to be established in a dis- 
trict where the extreme deamess of all provi- 
sions is the plea for making the see of London 
double in vadue to that of any bishopric in the 
country. To this we declined to agree ; and 
this, heard only'on one side, with the total 
omission of the changing value of the benefice 
from the price of com, has most probably 
been the parent of the clause in question. 
The right cure for this and all similar cases 
would be to give the bishop a power of allot- 
ting to such chapels as high a salary as to any 
other curate in the diocese, taking, as part of 
that salary, whatever was received from the 
lease of the pews, and to this no reasonable 
man could or would object: but this is not 
enough — all must bow to one man — ^ Chapters 
must be taught submission. No pamphlets, 
no meeting of independent prebendaries, to 
remonstrate against the proceedings of their 
superiors — ^no opulence and ease but mine." 

Some efi*ect was produced also upon the 
commission, by the evidence of a prelate, who 
is both dean and bishop,* and who gave it as 
his opinion that the patronage of bishops was 
given upon better prmciples than that of chap- 
ters, which, translated into fair English, is no 
more than this — that the said witness, not 
meaning to mislead, but himself deceived, has 
his own way entirely in his diocese, and can 
only have it partially in his chapter. 

There is a ramour that these reasorings, 
with which they were assailed from so itiany 
quarters in the last session of Parliameni, 
have not been without their effect, and that it 
is the intention of the commissioners only di 
take away the patronage from the cathedrals 
exactly in proportion as the numbers of theif 
members are reduced. Such may be the inten* 
tion of the commissioners ; but as that inten* 



• This nrelata suted h as his opInloB to tba conmi*< 
skm, that m future all prelates oufbt \o daeltn that xbit<«. 
lield their patroMce In trail tai Waxtq^iKik^ 
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lion has not been publicly notified, it depends 
only upon report ; and the commissioners have 
chan^d their minds so often, that they may 
alter their intentions twenty times a^^ain before 
the meeting of ParliamenL The whole of my 
observations in this letter are grounded upon 
their bilU of last year — which Lord John Rus- 
sell stated his intention of re-introducing at 
the beginning of this session. If they have 
any new plans, they ought to have published 
them three months ago— and to have given to 
the clergy an ample opportunity of consider- 
ing them : but this they take the greatest care 
never to do. The policy of the government 
and of the commissioners is to hurry their 
bills through with such rapidity, that very little 
time is given to those who suffer by them for 
consideration and remonstrance, and we must 
be prepared for the worst beforehand. You 
are cashiered and confiscated before you can 
look about yon — if you leave home for six 
weeks, in these times, you find a commissioner 
in possession of your house and office. 

A report has reached my ears, that though 
all other cathedrals are to retain patronage 
exactly equal to their reduced numbers, a 
separate measure of justice is to be used for 
St. Paul's ; tliat our numbers are to be aug- 
mented by a fidh ; and our patronage reduced 
by a third; and this immediately on the passing 
of the bill. That the Bishop of Exeter, for 
instance, is to receive his •augmentation of 
patronage only in proportion as the prebend- 
aries die off, and the prebendaries themselves 
will, as long as they live, remain in the same 
proportional state as to patronage; and that 
when they are reduced to four (their stationary 
number), they will retain one-third of all the 
patronage the twelve now possess. Whether 
this is wise or not, is a separate question, but 
at least it is just; the four who remain cannot 
with any colour of justice complain that they 
do not rc'ain all the patronage which was 
divided among twelve; but at 8t. Paul's not 
only are our numbers to be augmented by a 
fifth, bi i the patronage of fifteen of our best 
livings is to be instantly conferred upon the 
Bishop uf London. This little epiwie of plunder 
involves three se}mrate acts of gross injustice : 
in the first place, if only our numbers had been 
augmented by a fifth (in itself a mere bonus 
to commissioners), our patronage would have 
been reduced one-fifth in value. Secondly, 
ime-third of the preferment is to be taken 
away immediately, and these two added to- 
gether make eight-fifteenths, or more than 
one-half of our whole patronage. So that, 
when all the cathedrals arc reduced to their 
reformed numbers, each cathedral will enjoy 
precisely the same proportion of patronage as 
It now does, and each member of every other 
cathedral will have precisely the same means 
of promoting men of merit or men of his own 
family, as is now possessed ; while less than 
half of these advantages will remain to 8t. 
Paul's. Thirdly, if the Bishop of Loudon 
were to wait (as all the other bishops by this 
arrangement must wait) till the present patrons 
die off, the injustice would be to the future 
body ; but by this scheme, ever}' present in- 
rumbent of Ql Paul's is instantly deprived of 



eight-fifteenths of Ua patroimge ; while «vciy 
other member of every other cathedral (as H 
as patronage is concerned]! remains predaelj 
in the same state in which he vas bcdfoi^ 
Why this blow is levelled against 8t. FsauFs I 
cannot conceive ; still less can I imagine why 
the Bishop of London is not to wait» as ^ 
other bishops are forced to wait» for ths toth 
of the present patrons. There ie a "tim, 
indeed, for not waiting, by which (had I to ^ 
with a person of less elevated rhaiarter thaa 
the Bishop^of London) I would cndeaTour ip 
explain this precipitate seizure of patronage 
and that is, tnat the livings asaigned to him ia 
this remarkable scheme are all vcnr valoalikf 
and the incumbents all very old. But I shall 
pass over this scheme as a mere suppoaitioa. 
invented to bring the commission into disre- 
pute, a scheme to which it is utterly maa^ 
sible the commissioners should ever alfizucir 
names. 

I should have thought, if the love of whit 
is just had not excited the commisaioaer biih- 
ops, that the ridicule of men voting such eoM- 
fortable things to themselves as the prebeadal 
patronage would have alarmed them ; biu thc| 
want to sacrifice with other men's hecaiombi, 
and to enjoy, at the same time, the character 
of great disinterestedness, and the Inxiuyof u^ 
just spoliation. It was thought necessari lo 
make a fund; and the prebends in the gift of 
the bishops* were appropriated to that porpou. 
The bishops who consented to this have thaa 
made a great sacrifice— true, hut they havp 
taken more out of our pockets than they have 
disbursed from their own ; where then is ths 
sacrifice? They must either give back Iht 
patronage or the martjrrdom, if they choose to 
be martyrs — ^which I hope they will do— let 
them give us back our patronage : if they pie- 
fer the patronage, they must not talk of being 
martyrs — ihey cannot effect this double sensa- 
ality, and combine the sweet flavour of rapine 
with the aromatic odour of sanctity. 

We are told, if you agitate these questions 
among yourselves, you will have the democratic 
Philistines come down upon you, and sweep 
you all away together. Be it so ; I am quite 
ready to be swept away when the time cones. 
Every body has his favourite death ; some da- 
light in apoplexy, and others prefer marasmas. 
I would infinitely rather be crashed by demo- 
crats, than, under the plea of the pubUc good, 
be mildly and blandly absorbed by bishops. 

I met the other day, in an old Dutch eniuai 
cle, with a passage so apposite to ^is subject, 
that though it is somewhat too light for the oc- 
casion, I cannot abstain from quoting it. Tbeie 
was a great meeting of all the clergy at Dor- 
drecht, and the chronicler thus describes ii, 
which I give in the language of the transla- 
tion : — '< And there was great store of bishoai 
in the town, in their robes goodly to behold, 

• Tlie biahopi bave, bowever, Mcored Ibr tbeiMslfSi 
nil th«! llTtnfa which were In tb« Miwrate fifta of pif' 
bendariea and deans, and they have rec^iTcd fton ibi 
crown a very larga contrlbutkNi of valnabto p>ttn»ati; 
why or wherefore, ia known only to the nn' ~ 



windom of roinlsten. The elory of DHUtjrrdom can ki 
conAned only at beat to the biahopa of the oM rattocdfili. 
for there are acsrc^ly any atpsntt prabands la the wet 
cathedrali. 
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and ftU die grMt men of dM tute w^rediert; 
attd folks povred in in boftts on the Mease, die 
Menre, die Bhine, and die Linge, comiiig from 
die Isle of Deverlandt, and Isselmond, and ftx>m 
all quartera in die Bailiwick of Doit ; Anni- 
MBi and OomariattyWidi die friends of John 
laraereklt and of Ha^ Oroie. And before 
mef kirds die bishopa, Simon of Gkmeester, wlio 
was a Ushop in diose parts, dispated with 
Yofiidas, and Leoline the Monk, and manj 
fezts of Scriptnie were bandied to and fro; 
and when this was done, and many proposi- 
tions made, and it waxed towards twelTe of 
the eloek, my lords the bishops prepared to 
set diem down to a fair repast in which was 
great store of good things— nand among the rest 
a roasted peacock, haring, in lien of a tail, the 
arms and baimers of the archbishop, which 
was a goodly sight to all who faroDred the 
ehnreh— and then the archbishop woald say a 
grace, as was seemly to do, he being a very holy 
man ; bat ere he h&d finished, a great mob of 
townspeople and folks from the conntry, who 
were gathered nnder the window, cri«l oat, 
BrtnAI hnadl for there was a great fkmine, 
and wheat had risen to three times die ordinary 
price of the tMcft ;* and when they had done 
crying Arwuf/ hnadl they called oat No Mi^ 
ept/— and began to cast ap stones at the win- 
dows. Whereat my lords the bishops were in 
a great fright, and cast their dinner oat of the 
window to appease the mob, and so the men of 
that town were well pleased, and didderonr 
the meats with great appetite ; and then yoa 
might have seen my loras standing with emp- 
ty plates, and looking wistfnlly at each other, 
till Simon of Oloacester, he who dispated with 
Leoline the Monk, stood ap among them and 
said, ' Good my lordMj it u four pUatw to Hand 
Imrt fatting, and that thom %oko tomnt hwer in tkt 
eknrekUianyondothonUifeattandJtuttirf Letm 
ordtr touttht dinner of the deant and eamontf which 
if ntakmg nady for thtm in thu duunbtr btlow* 
And this speech of Simon of Oloacester pleased 
the bishops mach; and so they sent for the 
host, one William of Ypres, and told him it 
was for the pnblic good, and he, mach fearing 
the bishops, broaght them the dinner of the 
deans ana canons ; and so the deans and ca- 
nons went away withont dinner, and were 
pelted by the men of the town, becaase they 
had not pat any meat oat of the window like 
the bishops ; and when the coimt came to hear 
of it, he said it was a pleasant conceit, and 
that thM kiMhopi wir% riffiu mnmiu g men, and had 
tfvu^ the eanom wtlL" 

When I talk of sacrifices, I mean the sacri- 
fices of the bishop commissioners, for we are 
giren to understand that the great mass of 
bishops were never consnlted at all aboat these 
proceedings ; that they are contrary to ererjr 
diing which consultations at Lambeth, pren- 
ons to the commission, had led them to expect ; 
and that they are totally disapproved of by 
them. The voluntary sacrifice, then (for it is 
no sacrifice, if it is not voluntary), is in the 
bishop commissioners only; and besides the 
Indemnification which they have voted to 



* A oMMore In tb« Bafliwlclc of Dort, coatalatiif two 
fmlkiM one pAnl-KaclMi ^ wammvo 



themaeivea out of the patronage of thecathe* 
drals, they will have aU that never^nding pa- 
tronage, which is to proceed from the working 
of the comi^ission, and the endowments be- 
stowed upon difierent livings. 80 much for 
^iacopal sacrifices I 

And who does not see the end and meaning 
of all thist The lay commissioners/ who are 
members of the government, cannot and will 
not attend— the Archbishops of York and Can* 
terbury are quiet and amiable men, going fast 
down in the vale of life — some of the membera 
of the commission are expletives-HM>me must 
be absent in their dioceses— the Bishop of 
London is passionately fond of labour, haa 
certainly no aversion to power, is of quick 
temper, great ability, thoroughly versant in 
ecclesiastical law, and always in London. He 
will become the commission, and when the 
church of England is mentioned, it will only 
mean Charln /omo, of London, who will enjoy 
a greater power than has ever been possessed 
by any churchman since the days of Laud, and 
will become the Chwrtk of England hir§ tipom 
earth. As for the commission itself, there ie 
scarcely any power which is not given to it» 
They may call for every paper in the worl^ 
and every human creature who possesses it; 
and do what they like to one or the other. It 
is hopeless to contend with such a body ; and 
most painful to think that it has been esta> 
blished under a whig government* A com- 
mission of tory churchmen, established for 
such purposes, should have been fhuned with 
the utmost jealousy, and with the most cautious 
circumscription of its powers, and with the 
most earnest wish for its extinction when the 
jpurposes of its creation were answered. Th^ 
government have done every thing in their 
power to make it vexatious, omnipotent, and 
everlasting. This immense power, fiung into 
the hands of an individaa],is one of the many 
foolish consequences which proceed from the 
centralization of the bill, and the unwillingness 
to employ the local knowledge of the bishops 
in the process of annexing dignified to paro- 
chial preferment 

There is a third bill concocted by the com* 
missioof^bishops, in which the great principle 
of increasing the power of the bench has cei^ 
tainly not been lost sight of. •— ^— ■ , a 

brother clergyman, fEiUs ill suddenly in the 
country; and be begs his clerical neighbour to 
do duty for him in the afternoon, thinking it 
better that there should be single service in 
two churches, than two services in one, and 
none in the other. The clergyman who ae- 
cedes to this request, is liable to a penalty of filt 
There is an harshness and ill nature in this— 
a gross ignor&nce of the state of the poorer 
clergy — an hard-heartedness produced by the 
long enjoyment of wealth and power, which 
makes it quite intolerable. I speak of it as It 
stands in the bill of last year.f 

If a clergyman has a living of 44MM. per an* 
num, and a population of two thousand per- 



• I am apMkinf bere of Um permaneiit eonuBlMlon M- 
ttltlished by act of ParlUment in 1835. Tbo fommtialne 
Ibr reporthig bad conM to an end fix moittbs beibm this 
letter was written. 

f Tliia li also |ivea ap. 



808 



WORKS OP THB REV. BTDNET BMITB. 



sons, the bishop can compel him to keep a 
curate, to whom he can allot any salaiy which 
he may allot to any other curate; in other 
words, he may take away half the income of 
the clergyman, and instantly ruin him-*«nd 
this without any complaint from the vestry; 
with every testimonial of the most perfect satis- 
ftction of the parish in the labours of a minis- 
ter, who may, perhaps, be dedicating his whole 
life to their improvement. I think I remember 
that the Bishop of London once attempted this 
before he was a commissioner, and was de- 
feated. I had no manner of doubt that it would 
speedily become the law, after the commission 
had begun to operate. The Bishop of London 
is said to have declared, after this trial, that if 
\l v>a% wA law U ihomld toon be law ;* and law, 
you will see, it will become. In fact he can 
slip into any ecclesiastical act of Parliament 
any thing he pleases. There is nobody to 
heed or contradict him ; provided the power of 
bishops is extended by it ; no bishop is so un- 
genteel as to oppose the act of his right re- 
verend brother; and there are not many men 
who have knowledge, eloquence, or force of chap 
racter to stand up against the Bishop of Lon- 
don, and, above all, of industry to watch him. 
The ministry, and the lay lords, and the House 
of Commons, care nothing about the matter; 
and the clergy themselves; in a state of the 
greatest ignorance as to what is passing in 
Uie world, find their chains heavier and heavier, 
without knowing who or what has produced 
the additional incumbrance. A good honest 
whig minister should have two or three stout- 
hearted parish priests in his train to watch the 
bishop's bills, and to see that they were con- 
structed on other principles than that buhopi 
can do no wrons^f and canwU have too much power. 
The whigs do nothing of this, and yet they 
complain that they are hated by the clergy, 
and that in all elections the clergy are their 
bitterest enemies. Suppose they were to try 
a little justice, a little notice, and a little pro- 
tection. It would take more time than quiz- 
zing, and contempt, but it might do some good. 

The bishop puts a great number of questions 
to his clergy, which they are to be compelled, 
by this new law of the commission, to answer, 
under a penalty; and if they do answer them, 
thev incur, perhaps, a still heavier penalty. 
" Have you had two services in your church 
all the >ear 1"— ^ I decline to answer."— ^ Then 
I fine you 20/."— ^ I have only had one ser- 
vice."— "Then I fine you 260/.*^ In what other 
profession are men placed between this double 
fire of penalties, and compelled to criminate 
themselves 1 It has been disused in England, 
I believe, ever since the time of Laud and the 
Star Chamber.f 

By the same bill, as it first emanated from 
the commission, a bishop could compel a 
clergyman to expend three years' income upon 
a house in which he had resided, perhaps, fifty 
years, and in which he had brought up a large 

• The Bishop oflxindoii denies that he ever uid this ; 
but tho BUbop of Ixindon alTcctt short sharp sayinn, 
•easoned, I am afVairi, sometimes with a little indlscre- 
tfon ; and these sayings are not necessarily forgotten be- 
cause he forgets them. 

f This attempt upon the happiness and Independence 
aftbf clergy lian been tbaodoned. 



fhmily: With great difficolty, lome ali^ mo 
dification of this enormoiiB power was ohiaiiied, 
and it was a little improved in Uie *—— *'»*^ 
bilL* In the same way an attempi was mail 
to tiy delinquent clergymen, bj a jnzy of cImw 
gymen, nominated by die bishm, but this vu 
too bad, and was not endured for an iannt; 
still it diowed the same loTe of power ead-ttt 
same principle of impteeabiiiif, for the bill if 
expressly confined to all snite and complaiili 
against persons below tki digmijf meed dhgrw ef 
bukape. The truth is, that mere are Tery tew 
men in either House of Parliament (minisloii 
or any one else), who ever think of the hs^ 
ness and comfort of the working eleigy, or be- 
stow one thought upon gnarding them finoB 
the increased and increaaing power of thar 
encroaching masters. What is called takiag 
care of the church is taking care of the bidh 
ops; and all bills for the management of the 
clergy are left to the concoction of men who 
very naturally believe they aift improving the 
church when they are increasing their ova 
power. There are many bishops too gcneiem^ 
too humane, and too Christian, to oppress a 
, ipoor clergyman ; but I have seen (I am sony 
to say) many grievous instances of paitialitf, 
rudeness, and oppression.f I have seen ckigy^ 
men treated by them with a violence aad esa- 
tempt which the lowest servant in the bishop^ 
establishment would not have endued for a 
single moYnent; and if there is a 
friendless, wretched being in the 
it is a poor clergyman in the conntij with a 
large family. If there is an object of compas- 
sion, he is one. If there is any i^rasiftii ia 
life where a great man should lay aside has 
office, and put on those kind looks, and ass 
those kind words which raise the humble from 
the dust, these are the occasions when those 
best parts of the Christian character ought to 
be displayed. 

I would instance the unlimited power whkh 
a bishop possesses over a curate, as a very 
unfair degree of power for any man to possess. 
Take the following dialogue which repieseati 
a real event. 

Biihop^ — Sir, I understand you fteqnent As 
meetings of the Bible Society. 

Curate4 — ^Yes, my lord, I do. 

BiMhop* — Sir, I tell you plainly, if yon cob- 
tinue to do so, I shall silence yon firom preaob- 
ing in my diocese. 

Curate* — ^My lord, I am very sorry to inear 
your indignation, but I frequent that society 



• I percclTe that the Archbiahop of Oanteitaiy I 
money for the Inproyemem of his pmlaee, aad pays ika 
principal olT in forty jreara. This to quite as kkmi n a 
debt Incurred for auch puUic parpoaea ouglit to ba paM 
olT, and tbe archbiahop haa done rightly to take that pe- 
riod. In proceu of time I think it very likely thai tM 
indulfence wlil be extended to eountry cle igyi e n . wfea 
are compelled to pay off the debu for ballAiin CwMch 
they are compelled to undertake) in twenty jeuat and 
by tbe new bill, not yet paaaed. thia indulgence to estenl- 
ed to ihlrly yearn. Why poor dergymea hnve bceu 
compelled for tho lait five yeara to pay off the incam- 
brances at the rate of one-twentieth per annum, and an 
now compelled to pay them off; or will, when tbe bfll 
paatea, be so compelled, at the rate of one-thirttotb p« 
annum, when the archbiehop ukea forty yeara to do ita 
tame thing, and haa made that bargain In the year 1811. 
I really cannot tell. A clergyman who doea not rceUt, 
to forced to pay off hto building debt in ten voara 
^ t What btihopa like beat in their clergy la a dranaiw- 
down deadneii of ^aer. ««w«^- 
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upon principle, because I think it eminently 
serriee&ble to the cause of the Gospel. 

Biihop, — Sir, I do not enter into your reasons, 
but tell yon plainly, if you continue to go there 
you shah be silenced. 

The yoting man did go, and was silenced— 
and as bishops have idways a great deal of 
elerer machinery at work of testimonials and 
AfnfNcbetnitf, and always a lawyer at their 
elbow, under the name of a secretary, a curate 
excluded from one diocese is excluded from 
aU. His remedy is an appeal to the archbishop 
from the bishop ; his worldly goods, however, 
amount to ten pounds ; he never was in Lon- 
don; he dreadb such a tribunal as an arch- 
bishop—he thinks, perhaps, in time, the bishop 
may be softened— if he is compelled to restore 
him, the enmity will be immortaL It would 
be just as rational to give to a frog or a rabbit, 
upon which the physician is about to experi- 
ment, an appeal to the Zoological Society, as 
to give to a country curate an appeal to the 
archbishop against his purple oppressor. 

The errors of the bill are a public concern — 
the injustice of the bill is a private concern. 
CKve us our patronage for life.* Treat die 
cathedrals all alike, with the same measure of 
justice. Don't divide livings in the patronage 
of present incumbents without their consent — 
or do the same with all livings. If these points 
are attended to in the forthcoming bill, all com- 
plamt ofunfairnui and injuttice will be at an end, 
I shall still think, that the commissioners have 
been very rash and indiscreet, that they have 
evinced a contempt for existing institutions, 
and a spirit of destruction which will be 
ecpied to the life hereafter, by commissioners 
of a very different description. Bishops live 
in high places with high people, or with little 
people who depend upon them* They walk 
delicately, like Agag. They hear only one 
sort of conversation, and avoid bold, reckless 
men, as a lady veils herself from rough breezes. 
I am h^ inclined to think, sometimes, that 
the 'bishop-commissioners really think that 
they are nnally settling the church ; that the 
House of Lords will be open to the bench for 
ages ; and that many archbishops in succes- 
sion will enjoy their fifteen thousand pounds a 
year in Lambeth. I wish I could do for the 
bishop-commissioners what his mother did for 
^neas, in the last days of Troy : — 

** Omnem qua Dane obdacta tneiitl 
Moitalei hebettt Tiios tlbi, et hamida circam 
Oaligat, Dubem eripiam. 
Apparent dira fkclea/' Ice. Ice. 

It is ominous for liberty, when l^dney and 
Russell cannot agree; but when Lord John 
Russell« in the House of Commons, said, that 
we showed no disposition to make any sacri- 
fices for the good of the church, I took the 
liberty to remind that excellent person that he 
must first of all prove it to be for the good of 
the church that our patronage should be taken 
away by the bishops, and then he might find 
fauH with us for not consenting to the sacrifice. 

I have little or no personal nor pecuniary 
interest in these things, and have made all 
possible exertion (as two or three persons in 
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the power well know) that they should not 
come before the public. I have no son nor 
son-in-law in the church, for whom I want any 
patronages If I were young enough to survive 
any incumbent of St Paul's, my own prefer- 
ment is too agreeably circumstanced to make 
it at all probable I should avail myself of the 
opportunity. I am a sincere advocate for 
church reform; but I think it very possible, 
and even very easy, to have removed idl odium 
from the establishment in a much less violent 
and revolutionary manner, without committing 
or attempting such flagrant acts of injustice, 
and without leaving behind an odious court of 
inquisition, which will inevitably fall into the 
hands of a single individual, and will be an ' 
eternal source of vexation, jealousy, and 
change. I give sincere credit to the commis- 
sioners for good intentions — how can such 
men have intended any thing but good 1 And 
I firmly believe that they are hardly conscious 
of the extraordinary predilection they have 
shown for bishops in all their proceedings ; it 
is like those errors in tradesmen's bills of 
which the retail arithmetician is really uncon- 
scious, but which, somehow or another, always 
happen to be in his own favour. Such men 
as the commissioners do not say this patronage 
belongs justly to the cathedrals, and we will 
take it away unjustly for ourselves ; but, after 
the manner of human nature, a thousand weak 
reasons prevail, which would have no effect, 
if self-interest were not concerned; they are 
practising a deception on themselves, and sin- 
cerely believe they are doing right When I 
talk of spoil and plunder, I do not speak of the 
intention, but of the effect, and the precedent 

Still the commissioners are on the eve of 
entailing an immense evil upon the country, 
and unfortunately, they have gone so far, that 
it is necessary they should ruin the cathedrals, 
to preserve their character for consistency. 
They themselves have been frightened a great 
deal too much by the mob; have overlooked 
the chances in their favour produced by delay ; 
have been afraid of being suspected (as tones) 
of not doing enough ; and have allowed them- 
selves to be hurried on by the constitutional 
impetuosity of one man, who cannot be brought 
to believe that wisdom often consists in leav- 
ing alone, standing still and doing nothing. 
From the joint operation of all these causes, 
all the cathedrals of England will, in a few 
weeks, be knocked about our ears. You, Mr. 
Archdeacon Singleton, will sit like Cains 
Marius on the ruins, and we shall lose for ever 
the wisest scheme for securing a well-educated 
clergy upon the most economical terms, and 
for preventing that low fanaticism which is 
the greatest curse upon human happiness, and 
the greatest enemy of true religion. We shall 
have all the evils of an establishment, and 
none of its good. 

You tell me I shall be laughed at as a rich 
and overgrown churchman ; be it so. I have 
been laughed at a hundred times in my life, 
and care little or nothing about it If I am 
well provided for now— I have had my fhll 
share of the blanks in the lottery as the prizes. 
Till thirty years of age I never received a 
farthing from the church vtfejKOc^U-^wt^aBkTxox 
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for two 3rear8— -then nothing for ten year^— 
then 6002. per annum, increased for two or 
three years to 800/^ till, in my grand climac- 
teric, I waa made canon of St. Paul's ; and 
before that period, I had built a parsonage- 
house with farm ofllcet for a largo farm, which 
cost me 4,0002., and had reclaimed another 
ftom ruins at the expense of S,0002. A lawyer, 
or a physician in good practice, would smile 
■r this picture of great ecclesiastical wealth, 
and yet I am considered as a perfect monster 
of ecclesiastical prosperity. 

I should be yery sorry to give otTenee to the 
dignified ecclesiastics who are in the commis- 
sion ; I hope they will allow for the provoca^ 
' tion, if I have been a little too warm in the 
defence of St. Paul's, which I have taken a 
solemn oath to defend. I was at school and 
eoUege with the Archbishop of Canterbury; 
ftfty-three 3rear8 ago he knocked me down with 
the chess-board for check-mating him—- and 
now he is attempting to take away my patron- 
age. I believe these are the only two acts 
ox violence he ever committed in his life : the 
interval has been one of gentleness, kindness, 
and the most amiable and high-principled 
courtesy to his clergy. For the Archbishop 
of York, I feel an aiTectionate respect— the 
result of that invariable kindness I have re- 
ceived flt>m him : and who can see the Bishop 
of London without admiring his superior ta- 
lents — ^being pli ased with his society, without 
admitting that, iqnm tht whole,* the public is 
benefited by his ungovernable passion for 
business ; and without receiving the constant 
workings of a really good heart, as an atone- 
ment for the occasional excesses of an impe- 
tuous disposition 1 I am quite sure if the tables 
had been turned, and if it had been his lot, as 
a canon, to fight against the encroachments of 
bishops, that he would have made as stout a 
defence as I have done — the only difierence is 
that he would have done it with much greater 
talent 

As for my friends the whigs, I neither wish 
to oflTend them nor any body else. I consider 
myself to be as good a whig as any amongst 
them. I was a whig before many of them 
were bom — and while some of them were 
tories and waverers. I have always turned 
out to fight their battles, and when I saw no 
odier clergyman turn out but myself— and this 
in times before liberality was well recompensed, 

• I haTe liMrd that the Bishop of London employi eighi 
hows per day in Uia govenunent of hit diocete—in wmch 
Bo part of Alia, Africa, or America It included. The 
world li, I belieTe, taUng one day with anotber, go- 
vemed in about a third of that time. 



and therefore in fashion, when ths 
appearance of it seemed to condenm a choich- 
man to the grossest of obloquy, and the most 
hopeless poverty. It may suit the fivnoce of 
the ministers to flatter the banish ; it doss aol 
suit mine. I do not choose in my old age lo 
be tossed as a prey to the bisbops ; I have Ml 
deserved this of my whig friMida. I knew 
very well there can be no jnstioe fqir daana aad 
chapters, and that the mommatMiy lords of Urn 
earth will receive our statement with dttinon 
and jiertt/reii:*— the great prineiple whkh m 
now called in for the government of *^*^««^ 
Nobody admires the general eoadnct at the 
whig administration more than I do. Thgf 
have conferred, in their domestie poUey* lm 
most striking benefits on the eonntiy. Ts 
say that there is no risk in what they haie 
done is mere nonsense— there is grest liski 
and all honest men must balance to eonsteisel 
it^holding back as firmly down hill as Ambj 
pulled vigorously up hilL 8till« great as tht 
risk is, it was worth while to inenr il in the 
poor-law bill, in the tithe bill, in the i 
tion bill, and in the circumscription 
Irish Protestant Church. In all these i 
the whig ministry, after the hent of jmuiw is 
over, and when Joseph Hui^e and Wiisoa 
Croker* are powdered into the dust of des|^ 
will gain great and deserved Ihme. In Ihs 
question of the church commission dicv have 
behaved with the grossest injustice ; dengh>wt 
to see this temporary delirium of nicbbi«ops 
and bishops, scarcely believing their C|eii 
and carefully suppressing their lau|^bUer, wkm 
they saw these eminent conservatives Uyiag 
about them with the iUry of Mr. T^Ier or Mr. 
Straw ; they have taken the greatest caxe not 
to disturb them, and to give them no offence: 
<< Do as you like, my lords, with the chapien 
and the parochisi clergy; you will find sobm 
pleasing morsels in the ruins of the cathe- 
drals. Keep for yourselves any thing job 
like— whatever is agreeable to yon cannot be 
unpleasant to us." In the mean time, the M 
friends of, and the old sufierers lor, lihertr, do 
not understand this new meanness, ana ait 
not a little astonished to find their leaden 
prostrate on their knees before the lords of the 
church, knd to receive no other answer firom 
them than that, if they are disturbed in their 
adulation, they will immediately resign I 

I remain, my dear Sir, with sincere good 
will and respect, yours, 

BrnvsT 



e I meant BO barm br the comparieoB. but 1 kave Biii 
two bitter enerolee by it. 



WOBKB OF THB BEV. eYDMBT BMITB. 



SECOND LETTER TO ARCHDEACON SINGLETON. 



Mt SSAft 8lB, 

It is a long time since you heard from me, 
and in the mean time the poor Church of Eng- 
land has been trembling, from the bishop who 
sitteth upon the throne, to the curate who rideth 
upon the hackney horse. I began writing on 
the subject to avoid bursting from indignation ; 
and, as it is not my habit to recede, I will go 
on tiU the Church of England is either up or 
down— semianimous on its back, or vigorous 
on its legs. 

Two or three persons have said to me — 
•• Why, after writmg an entertaining and suc- 
cessful letter to Archdeacon Singleton, do you 
venture upon another, in which you may pro- 
bably fail, and be weak or stupid 1" All this 
I utterly despise ; I write upon these matters 
not to be entertaining, but because the subjects 
are very important, and because I have strong 
opinions upon them. If what I write is liked, 
80 much the better ; but liked or not liked, sold 
or not sold, Wilson Crockered or not Wilson 
Crockered, I will write. If you ask me who 
excites me, I answer you, it is that judge who 
stirs good thoughts in honest hearts — ^under 
whose warrant I impeach the wrong, and by 
whose help I hope to chastise it 

There are, in most cathedrals, two sorts of 
prebendaries — the one resident, the other non- 
resident It is proposed by the church com- 
mission to abolish all the prebendaries of the 
latter and many of the former class ; and it is 
the prebendaries of the former class, the resi- 
dent prebendaries, whom I wish to save. 

The non-resident prebendaries never come 
near the cathedral ; they are just like so many 
country gentlemen ; the dif erence is, that their 
appointments are elective, not hereditary. 
Tliey have bouses, manors, lands, and every 
appendage of territorial wealth and import- 
ance. Tiieir value is very different. I have 
one, Neasdon, near Willesdon, which consists 
of a quarter of an acre of land, worth a few 
shillings per annum, but animated by the 
burden of repairing a bridge, which some- 
times costs the unfortunate prebendary fiAy 
or sixty pounds. There are other non-resi- 
dent prebendaries, however, of great value; 
and one, I believe, which would be worth, if 
the years or lives were run out, from 40,000/. 
to 60,000/. per annum. 

Not only do these prebendaries do nothing, 
and are never seen, but the existence of the 
preferment is hardly known ; and the abolition 
of the preferment, therefore, would not in any 
degree lessen the temptation to enter into the 
church, while the mass of these preferments 
would make an important fund for the im- 
provement of small livings. The residentiary 
prebendaries, on the contrary, perform all the 
services of the cathedral churc'i ; their exist- 



ence is known, their preferment eoreted, and 
to get a stall, and to be preceded by men with 
silver rods, is the bait which the ambitions 
squire is perpetually holding out to his second 
son. What prebendaxy is next to eome into 
residence, is as important a topic to the cathe- 
dral town, and ten miles around it, as what 
the evening or morning star may be to the as- 
tronomer. I will venture to say, there is not 
a man of good humour, sense, and worth, 
within ten miles of Worcester, who does not 
hail the rising of Archdeacon Singleton in the 
horizon as one of the most agreeable events 
of the year. If such sort of preferments are 
extinguished, a very serious evil (as I have 
often said before) is done to the church— the 
service becomes unpopular, further spoliation 
is dreaded, the whole system is considered to 
be altered and degraded, capital is withdrawn 
from the churoh, and no one enters into the 
profession but the sons of fanners and little 
tradesmen, who would be footmen if the^ were 
not vicars— or figure on the coach-box if they 
were not lecturing from the pulpit 

But what a practical rebuke to the commia- 
sioners, after all their plans and consultationa 
and carvings of cathedral preferment, to leave 
it integral, and untouched ! It is some com« 
fort, however, to me, to think that the persons 
of all others to whom this preservation of ca- 
thedral property would give the greatest plea*- 
sure, are the ecclesiastical commissioneni 
themselves. Can any one believe that the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, or the Bishop of 
London, really wishes for the confiscation of 
any cathedral propertjr, or that they were 
driven to it by any thmg but fear, mingled, 
perhaps, with a little vanity of playing the part 
of great reformers 1 They cannot, of course, 
say for Uiemselves what I say for them; but 
of what is really passing in the ecclesiastical 
minds of these great personages, I have no 
more doubt than I have of what passes in the 
mind of the prisoner when the prosecutor re* 
commends and relents, and the judge says he 
shall attend to the recommendation. 

What harm does a prebend do, in a politico* 
economical point of view ? The alienation of 
the property for three lives, or twenty-one 
years, and the almost cenainty that the tenant 
has of renewing, give him sufficient interest 
in the soil for all purposes of cultivation,* and 
a long series of elected clergymen is rather 



♦ The church, it has been nrged, do not plamt— they do 
not extend their woods ; but almost all eatbedrals pot. 
■ess woods, and regularly plant a succession, so ai to 
keep them up. A single evening of dice and hazard does 
not doom their woods to sudden destruction; a llfls 
tenant does not cut down all the timber to mako tho 
most of his estate ; the woods of ecclesiastical bodies aro 
managed upon a fixed and settled plan, and considering 
the sudden nrodignlities of laymen, I should not lie atyaSd* 
of a comparison. 

2ta 
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more likely to produce valuable members of 
the community than a long series of begotten 
squires. Take, for instance, the cathedral of 
Bristol, the whole estates of which are about 
equal to keeping a pack of fox-hounds. If this 
had been in the hands of a country gentleman ; 
instead of precentor, succentor, dean, and 
canons, and sexton, you would have had 
huntsman, whipper-in, dog-feeders, and stop- 
pers of earths ; the old squire fbli of foolish 
opinions, and fermented liquids, and a young 
gentleman of gloves, waistcoats aod panta- 
loons] and how many generations might it be 
btfora the fortuitous concourse of noodles 
wo«ld produce such a man as Professor Lee, 
one of the prebendaries of Bristol, and by far 
the most eminent oriental scholar in Europe ? 
The same argument might be applied to every 
cathedral in England. How many hundred 
coveys of squires would it take to supply as 
much knowledge as is condensed in the heads 
of Dr. Copplestone or Mr. Taite, of 8t Paul's ! 
and what a strange thing it is that such a man 
as Lord John Russell, the whig leader, should 
be so squirrel-minded as to wish for a move- 
ment without object or end ! Saving there can 
be none, for it is merely taking from one ec- 
clesiastic to give it to another; public clamour, 
to which the. best men must sometimes yield, 
does not require it : and so far flrom doing any 
good, it would be a source of infinite mischief 
to the establishment 

If you were to gather a parliament of curates 
on the hottest Sunday in the year, aiter all the 
services, sermons, burials, and baptisms of the 
day were over, and to offer them such increase 
of salary as would be produced by the confis- 
cation of the cathedral property, I am con- 
vinced they would reject the measure, and 
prefer splendid hope, and the expectation of 
good fortune in advanced life, to the trifling 
improvement of poverty which such a fund 
eould aflTord. Charles James, of London, was 
a curate;- the Bishop of Winchester was a^ 
curate; almost every rose-and-shovel man has 
been a curate in his time. All curates hope 
to draw great prizes. 

I am surprised it does not strike the moun- 
taineers how very much the great emoluments 
of the church are flung open to the lowest 
ranks of the community. Butchers, bakers, 
publicans, schoolmasters, are perpetually 
seeing their children elevated to the mitre. 
Let a respectable baker drive through the city 
ftom the west end of the town, and let him 
cast an eye on the battlements of Northumber- 
land House, has his little muffin-faced son the 
smallest chance of getting in among the Per- 
cies, enjoying a share of their luxury and 
splendour, and of chasing the deer with hound 
and horn upon the Cheviot Hills? But let 
him drive his alum-steeped loaves a little 
farther, till he reaches St Paul's churchyard, 
and all his thoughts are changed when he sees 
that beautiful fabric ; it is not impossible that 
his little penny roll may be introduced into 
that splendid oven. Young Crumpet is sent 
to school— takes to his books— spends the 
best years of his life, as all eminent English- 
men do, in making Latin verses — knows that 
////• cnwt in cnim-pet is long, and the p*( short 



— goes to the University— gets a prize ftir an 
Essay on the Dispersion of the Jews— takes 
orders — ^becomes a bishop's chaplain — has a 
young nobleman for his pupil — ^publishes aa 
useless classic, and a serious call to the un- 
converted — and then goes through the Elysian 
translations of prebendary, dean, prelate, and 
the long train of purple, profit, and power. 

It will not do to leave only four persons in 
each cathedral, upon the supposition that such 
a number will be sufficient for all the men of 
real merit who ought to enjoy such vrefer* 
ment; we ought to have a steadv cmindenea 
that the meu of real merit will alwava bear a 
small proportion to the whole number; and 
that in proportion as the whole number is Ies> 
sened, tne number of men of merit provided 
for will be lessened also. If it were quite cei^ 
tain that ninety persons would be selected, the 
most remarkable for conduct, piety, and lam- 
ing, ninety offices might be sufficient; but out 
of these ninety are to be taken tutors to dukes 
and marquises, paid in this way by the publict 
bishop's chaplains, ruiming tame about tfat 
palace; elegant clergymen, of small vndeiw 
standing, who have made themselvea accept- 
able in the drawing-rooms of tibe mitre t 
Billingsgate controversialists, who have tossed 
and gored an Unitarian. So that there lemaia 
but a few rewards for men of real merit— vet 
these rewards do infinite good; and in mis 
mixed, checkered way, human afbira are con- 
ducted. 

No man at the beginning of the refbna could 
tell to what excesses the new power conferred 
upon the multitude would cany them ; it was 
not safe for a clergyman to appear in the 
streets. I bought a blue coat, and did not 
despair in time of looking like a layman. All 
this is passed over. Men are returned to their 
senses upon the subject of the church, and I 
utterly deny that there is any public feeling 
whatever which calls for the destructicm of te 
resident prebends. Lord John l^ssdl has 
pruned the two luxuriant bishoprics, and has 
abolished pluralities: he has made a veiy 
material alteration in the state of the church: 
not enough to please Joseph Hume, and the 
tribunes of the people, but enough to satis^ 
every reasonable and moderate man, an^ 
therefore, enough to satisfy himsel£ What 
another generation may choose to do, is 
another question : I am thoroughly convinced 
that enough has been done for the present 

Viscount Melbourne declared himself quite 
satisfied with the church as It is ; but if the 
public had any desire to alter it, they might do 
as they pleased. He might have said the 
same thing of the monarchy, or of any other 
of our institutions ; and there is in the declare 
tion a permissiveness and good humour which, 
in public men, have seldom been exceeded. 
Carelessness, however, is but a poor imitation 
of genius, and the formation of a wise and 
well-reflected plan of reform conduces more to 
the lasting fame of a minister than that afiectsd 
contempt of duty which every man sees to be 
mere vanity, and a vanity of no very high 
description. 

But, if the truth must be told, our viscount 
is somewhat of an impostor. Every thing 
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about him seerai to betoken careless desola- 
tion : any one would suppose from his man- 
ner that he was playing at chuck-farthing 
with human .happiness ; that he was always 
on the heel of pastime ; that he would giggle 
away the great charter, and decide by the 
method of tee-totum whether my lords the 
bishops should or should not retain their seats 
in the House of Lords. All this is the mere 
vanity of surprising, and making us believe 
that he can play with kingdoms as other men 
can with nine-pins. Instead of this loAy nebulo, 
tiiis miracle of moral and intellectual felicities, 
he is nothing more than a sensible, honest 
man, who means to do his duty to the sove- 
reign and to the country : instead of being the 
ignorant man he pretends to be, before he 
meets the deputation of tallow-chandlers in the 
morning, he sits up half the night talking with 
Thomas Young about melting and skimming, 
and then, though he has acquired knowledge 
enough to work off a whole vat of prime Leices- 
ter tallow, he pretends next morning not to 
know the difference between a dip and a 
mould. In the same way, when he has been 
employed in reading acts of Parliament, he 
Would persuade you that he has been reading 
CU^wm on the Beatitudes, or Pickler on the Nine 
DiffieuU Pointt. Neither can I allow to this 
minister (however he may be irritated by the 
denial) the extreme merit of indifference to the 
consequences of his measures. I believe him 
to be conscientiously alive to the good or evil 
that he is doing, and that his caution has more 
than once arrested the gigantic projects of the 
Lycurgus of the Lower House. I am sorry to 
hurt any man's feelings, and to brush away 
the magnificent fabric of levity and gaiety he 
has reared; but I accuse our minister of 
honesty and diligence ; I deny that he is care- 
less or rash : he is nothing more than a man 
of good understanding, and good principle, 
disguised in the eternal and somewhat weari- 
some affectation of a political rou6. 

One of the most foolish circumstances at- 
tending this destruction of cathedral property, 
is the great sacrifice of the patronage of the 
crown ; the crown gives up eight prebends of 
Westminster, two at Worcester, 1,500^. per 
annum at 8l Paul's, two prebends at Bristol, 
and a great deal of other preferment all over 
the kingdom; and this at a moment when such 
extraordinary power has been suddenly con- 
ferred upon the people, and when every atom 
of power and patronage ought to be husbanded 
for the crown. A prebend of Westminster for 
my second son would soften the Catos of 
Comhill, and lull the Gracchi of the metropo- 
litan boroughs. Lives there a man so absurd 
as to suppose that government can be carried 
on without those gentle allurements? You 
may as well attempt to poultice off the humps 
of a camel's back, as to cure mankind of these 
little corruptions. 

I am terribly alarmed by a committee of 
cathedrals now sitting in London, and plan- 
ning a petition to the legislature to be heard 
by counsel. They will take such hi^h ground, 
and talk a language so utterly at variance with 
the feelings of the age about church pro- 
perty, that I am much airaid they will do more 



hann than good. In the time of Lord George 
Gordon's riots, the Guards said they did not 
care for the mob, if the gentlemen volunteers 
behind would be so good as not to hold their 
muskets in such a dangerous manner. I don't 
care for popular clamour, and think it might 
now be defied; but I confess the gentlemen 
volunteers alarm jne. They have, imibrtanately, 
too, collected their addresses, and published 
them in a single volume ! I ! 

I should like to know how many of our in- 
stitutions at this moment, besides the cathe- 
drals, are under notice of destruction. I will, 
before I finish my letter, endeavour to procure 
a list ; in the mean time I will give you the 
bill of fare with which the last session opened, 
and I think that of 1638 will not be less copious. 
But at the opening of the session of 1837, when I 
addressed my first letter to you, this was the 
state of our intended changes :— The law of 
copyright was to be recreated by Serjeant 
Talfourd ; church rates abolished by Lord John 
Russell, and imprisonment for debt by the at- 
torney-general ; the Archbishop of Canterbury 
kindly undertook to destroy all the cathedrals, 
and Mr. Grote was to arrange our voting faj 
ballot; the septennial act was to be rep^ed 
by Mr. Williams, com laws abolished by Mr. 
Clay, and the House of Lords reformed by Mr. 
Ward; Mr. Hume remodelled county rates, 
Mr. Ewart put an end to primogeniture, and 
Mr. Tooke took away the exclusive privileges 
of Dublin, Oxford, and Cambridge ; Thomas 
Duncombe was to put an end to the proxies of 
the lords, and Serjeant Prime to turn the uni- 
versities topsy-turvy. Well may it be said 
that 

** Man iMTcr contlBueth In one itay.'* 

See how men accustom themselves to large 
and perilous changes. Ten years ago, if a 
cassock or a hassock had been taken from the 
establishment, the current of human afihirs 
would have been stopped till restitution had 
been made. In a fortnight's time. Lord John 
Russell is to take possession of, and to re-parti- 
tion all the cathedrals in England ; and what 
a prelude for the young queen's coronation! 
what a medal for the august ceremonv ! — tb» 
fallen Gothic buildings on one side of me gold^ 
the young Protestant queen on the other : — 
** Victoria EcclMic Vktrix.'* 

And then, when she is fVill of noble devices, and 
of all sorts enchantingly beloved, and amid the 
solemn swell of music, when her heart beats 
happily, and her eyes look majesty, she turns 
them on the degraded ministers of the Gospel, 
and shudders to see she is stalking to the throne 
of her Protestant ancestors over the broken 
altars of God. 

Now, remember, I hate to overstate my cast. 
I do not say that the destruction of cathedrals 
will put an end to railroads : I believe that good 
mustard and cress, sown aAer Lord John's bill 
is passed, will, if duly watered, continue to 
grow. I do not say that the country has no 
right, ailBr the death of individual incumbents, 
to do what they propose to do ; — ^I merely say 
that it is inexpedient, uncalled for, and mis- 
I chievous — that the lower clergy, for whost^ 
I sake it is proposed to be done^ do v<3l 4m«.v^ 
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it-— that the bishop commissioners, who pro- 
posed it, would be heartily glad if it was put 
an end to— that it will lower the character of 
tiiose who enter intathe church, and accustom 
the English people to large and dangerous con- 
fiscations : and 1 would not have gentlemen of 
the money-bags, and of wheat and bean land, 
forget that the church means many other things 
than Thirty*nine Articles, and a discourse of 
five-and-twenty minutes' duration on the Sab- 
bath. It means a check to the conceited rash- 
ness of experimental reasoners — an adhesion 
to old moral landmarks — an attachment to the 
happiness we have gained from tried institu- 
tions, greater than the expectation of that 
which is promised by novelty and change. 
The loui cry of ten thousand teachers of jus- 
tice and worship, that cry which masters the 
Bargioi and Catilinet of the world, and guards 
from devastation the best works of God — 
Magnt teftantur voce per orbein 
Diicite Jiuntiaiii moniti et non tenanere divot. 

In spite of his uplifted chess-board, I cannot 
let my old itchool-fellow, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, off, without harping a litile upon 
his oath, which he has taken to preserve the 
rights and property of the church of Canter- 
bury : I am quite sure so truly good a man, as 
lirom the bottom of my heart I believe him to 
be, has some line of argument by which he de- 
fends himself; but till I know it, I cannot of 
course say I am convinced by it The com- 
mon defence for breaking oaths is, that they 
are contracts made with another party, which 
the Creator is called to witness, and from 
which the swearer is absolved, if those foi 
whom the oath is taken choose to release him 
from his obligation. With whom, then, is the 
contract made by the archbishop > Is it with 
the community at large 1 If so, nothing but 
%n act of Parliament (as the community at 
large have no other organ) could absolve him 
from his oath ; but three years before any act 
13 passed, he puts his name to a plan for 
takmg away two-thirds of the property of the 
church of Canterbury. If the contract is not 
made with the community at large, but with 
the church of Canterbury, every member of it 
is in decided hostility to his scheme. O'Con- 
nell takes an oath that he will not injure nor 
destroy the Protestant church ; but in promot- 
ing the destruction of some of the Irish bish- 
oprics, he may plead that he is sacrificing 
a part to preserve the whole, and benefiting, 
not injuring, the Protestant establishment But 
the archbishop does not swear to a general 
troth, where the principle may be preserved, 
though there is an apparent deviation from the 
words ; but he swears to a very narrow and 
limited oath, that he will not alienate the pos- 
•essiona of the church of Canterbury. A friend 
of mine has suggested to me that his grace has, 
perhaps, forgotten the oath ; bnt this cannot be, 
for the first Protestant in Europe of course 
makes a memorandum in his pocket-book of 
all the oaths he takes to do, or to abstain. The 
oath, however, may be less present to the arch- 
bishop's memory, from the fact of his not I 
having taken the oath in person, but by the ! 
ncd/um of a gentleman sent down by the coach 
io fftke it £ar him— a practice which, though l' 



' believe it to have been long established in tfa« 
I church, surprised me, I confess, not a little. 
I A proxy to vote, if you please— a proxy to con- 
sent to arrangements of estates, if wanted; but 
a proxy sent down in the Canterbnzy fly, to 
take the Creator to witness that the archbishopt 
detained in town by business or pleasnre, will 
never violate that foundation of piety over 
which he presides— all this seems to me an act 
of the most extraordinary indolence ever re- 
corded in history. If an ^ecclesiastic, not a 
bishop, may express any opinion on the reforms 
of the church, I recommend that archbishops 
and bishops should take no more oaths by 
proxy ; but as they do not wait upon the sove- 
reign or the prime minister, or even any of 
the cabinet, by proxy, that they should also 
perform all religious acts in their own person. 
This practice would have been abolished in 
Lord John's first bill, if other grades of church- 
men as well as bishops had been made com- 
missioners. But the motto was — 

** Peace to the palaces—war to the mansei.*' 

I have been informed, though I will not an- 
swer for the accuracy of the information, that 
this vicarious oath is likely to produce a scene 
which would have puzzled the Dudor DuH" 
tantium. The attorney who took the oath for 
the archbishop, is, they say, seize^ with reli- 
gious horrors at the approaching confiscation 
of Canterbury property, and has in vain ten- 
dered back his 6«. 8</. for taking the oath. The 
archbishop refuses to accept it; and feeling 
himself light and disencumbered, wisely keeps 
the saddle upon the back of the writhing and 
agonized scrivener. I have talked it over with 
several clergymen, and the general opinion is, 
that the scrivener will suffer. 

I cannot help thinking that a great opportu- 
nity opens itself for improving the discipline 
of the church, by means of those chapters 
which Lord John Kussell* is so anxious to de- 
stroy; divide the diocese among the memberj 
of the chapter, and make them responsible for 
the superintendence and inspection of the 
clergy in their various divisions under the su- 
preme control of the bishop ; by a few addi- 
tions they might be made the bishops' council 
for the trial of delinquent clerg]anen. They 
might be made a kind of college for the gene- 
ral care of education in the diocese, and ap- 



* I only mention Lord John Rnsaeira name to often, 
t>ecause the management of the chnrch meaeuret de- 
Tolves upon him. He it, beyond all conipariaoB, the 
ablest man in the whole adminiatration, and to audi (i 
derree it he superior, that )he eoTemment conid not 
exist a moment without him. If the fi>ref|ni tecretary 
were to retire, we should no longer Im nibbl&K onnwlvea 
into disfrace on the coast of Spain. If the amiable Lord 
Glenelft were to leare us. we should feel secure in oar 
colonial possessions. If Mr. Spring Rice were to go Into 
hohr orders, great would be the Joy of the three per cents. 
A decent, good-looking head of the government micbt 
easily enough be found in lien of Vitcoont MelbovnM] 
but in five minutes after the departure of Lord John, Cte 
whole whicT government would be disaolved into wau^ 
of liberality and splinters of re/brm. There are aijcre- 
markable men. who, in different methods and hi diif^reat 
degrees, are now affecting the intereMa of this coali- 
try— the Duke of Wellington, Lord John RusmU. Lord 
Brougham, lx>rd Lyndhurst, Sir Robert Peel, and O'Con- 
nell. Greater powers than all these are the phlegm of 
the English people— the great raasa of good aense and 
intelligence diffused among them— and the number of 
those who have something to lose, and have * ot the 
A\iht««tNiA«M.V>uoClo«incff. 
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DJied to a thoasand useful purposes, which 
ifvould have occurred to the commissioners, if 
ijiey had not been so dreadfully frightened, 
and to the government, if their object had been, 
uot to please the dissenters, but to improve the 
church. 

The Bishop of Lincoln has lately published 
a pamphlet on the church question. His lord- 
bhip is certainly not a man full of felicities 
and facilities, imitating none, and inimitable 
v£ any; nor does he work with infinite agita- 
tion of wit His creation has blood wi^out 
bead, bones without marrow, eyes without 
speculation. He has the art of saying nothing 
tn many words beyond any man that ever 
existed ; and when he seems to have made a 
proposition, he is so dreadfully frightened at 
it, that he proceeds as quickly as possible, in 
the ensuing sentence, to disconnect the subject 
and the predicate, and to avert the dangers he 
has incurred : — ^but as he is a bishop, and will 
be therefore more read than I am, I cannot 
pass him over. His lordship tells us, that it 
was at one time under consideration of the 
commissioners whether they should not tax 
all benefices above a certain value, in order to 
raise a fund for the improvement of smaller 
livings ; and his lordship adds, with the great- 
est innocence, that the considerations which 
principally weighed with the commissioners 
m inducing them not to adopt the plan, of taji:a- 
tion, was that they understood the clergy in 
general to be decidedly averse to it ; so that 
the plan of the commission was, that the 
greater benefices should pay to the little, while 
the bishops themselves — the Archbishop of 
Canterbury with his 15,000/. a year, and the 
Bishop of London with his 10,000/. a year — 
were not to subscribe a single farthing for that 
purpose. Why does John, Bishop of Lincoln, 
mention these distressing schemes of the com- 
mission, which we are certain would have 
been met with a general yell of indignation 
from one end of the kingdom to another? 
Surely it must have occurred to this excellent 
prelate that the bishops would have been com- 
pelled, by mere shame, to have contributed to 
the fund which they were about to put upon 
the backs of the more opulent parochial clergy; 
surely a moment's reflection must have taught 
them that the safer method by far was to con- 
fiscate cathedral property. 

The idea of abandoning this taxation, be- 
cause it was displeasing to the clergy at large, 
is not un entertaining as applied to a commis- 
sion who treated* the clergy with the greatest 
contempt, and did not even notice the com- 
munications from cathedral bodies upon the 
subject of the most serious and extensive 
confiscations.* 



* Upon thlt tubiect I tbink it rifht to introduce tiM 
Ibllowing letters, toe first of which wu publitlied Jan. 
13,1838:- 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE TIMES. 

•* Sir.—I feel It to be comistent with my dnty, a» secre- 
tary to the church ooromiMinnorp, in notice a statement 
emanatfnf from a quarter which wtiuld Bpem to ifive It 
Aiithentieity->that, of aeven chapter memorials addressed 
to the board, the receipt of one was only acknowledced. 

"It is suic4ly within my province to acknowlcd«e 
communicatiooR made to the commissioners as a body, 
either diractly or thioash me; aad it is pMt of their 



<'The plan of taxation, therefore,** says the 
bishop, "being abandoned, it was evident that 
the funds for &e augmentation of poor livings, 
and for the supply of the spirituiJ wants of 
populous districts, must be drawn from the 
episcopal and cathedral revenues; that is, 
from the revenues from which the legislature 
seems to have a peculiar right to draw the 
funds for the general snpply of Uie religious 
wants of the people ; because they arise fh>m 
benefices, of which the patrona|[8 is either 
actually in the crown, or is derivative from the 
crown. In the ease of the episcopal revenues, 
the commissioners had already carried the 
principle of redistribution as far as they 
thought that it could, with due aUowance for 
the various demands upon the incomes of the 
bishops, be carried. The only remaining 
source, therefore, was to be found in the 
cathedra] revenues; and the commissioners 
proceeded, in the execution of the duties pre- 
scribed to them, to consider in what manner 



general Inatructiona to me that I sboald do so in all 



To wliaterer extent, tlierefore, the sUtement may bt 
true, or whatever may be its value, it is clear that It 
cannot attach to the commiaskmera, hut that I aloae am 
responsible. 

** In the execution of my office, I have endeavoured, 
in the midst of my other dotiefl, to conduct an extensive 
correspondence in accordance to what I knew to he the 
feelinf s and wishes of the commisaioaers, and to treat 
every party in communication with them with attention 
and respect. 

**lt, at some period of more than uaiial p r e wu re, any 
accidental omission may have occurred, or nay heraafier 
occur, involving an appearance of discourtesy, it li Ibr 
me to oflbr, as Inow do, explanation and apolofty. 
** I am, sir, your obedient humble servant, 

•*C. K. MUIBAT. 

•* WhiUhaU Place, Jn.91.'* 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMBa 

**8ir,— A more indiscreet and extraordinary oommunt- 
eation than that which anpean tai your own paper of the 
93d instant, siinied by Mr. C. K. Hnnray, I never read. 
*Jtpparet d^mtu UUut.' It is now clear how the commis- 
sion has been worked. Where eommualeationa firom Uw 
oldest ecclesiastical bodies, upon the atoat important of 
all subjects to them and to the kingdom, were received 
by the freatest prelates and noblemen of the land, acting 
under the king's commission, I should have thought that 
answers sniuble to the occasion would, ia each case, 
have been dictated by the commission i that such an- 
swers would have been entered on the mtentes, and 
read on the board-day next ensuing. 

**Is Mr. C. K. Murray quite sura that thia, which ii 
done at all boards on the most triflhig suljjeets, waa not 
done at his board, in the most awfil eoofiseatloB ever 
known in England 1 Is he certain that ■poltaokm was in 
no instance sweetened by civiUty, and lAjustice never 
vanished by forms t Were all the decencies and proprie- 
ties, which ought to regulate the intereourse of sach 
great bodies, left without a single inqoinr from the com- 
missioner, to a genUeman who seems to have been seixad 
with six distinct fits of oblivion on six separate occasions, 
any one of which reqafansd aU that attention to4eeonim 
and that accuracy of memory ibr which aecrttariaa are 
selected and paid 1 _ 

"Accordfaig to Mr. O. K. Murray's aeeooat, the only 
order he received from the hoard was, 'iranypmben- 
dary calls, or any cathedral writes, desiring not to ha 
destroyed. Just say the communication has *-een re- 
ceived;' and even this, Mr. Murray tells nt. ho iias not 
done, and that no one of the king's commisdoMiB— 
archbishops, bishops, marquises, earto-ever askad him 
whether he had done it or not— though any one of these 
great people would have swooned away at the idea of 
not answering the most triflhig c wni a a n i oatl f m frnm any 
other of these great people. 

*« Whatever else these commissioners do, tney hail 
better not brhiK their secretary forward agate. They 
may feci wind-bound by public opinion, but they must 
choose, as a sacrifice, a bcttpr lohifeiiia than Mr. C. K. 
MoiYsy. 
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thoM rerenues might be rendered conducive 
to the efficiency of the established church." 

This is very good episcopal reasoning; but 
is it tmel The bishops and commissioners 
wanted a fund to endow small livings; they 
did not touch a farthing of their own incomes, 
only distributed them a little more equally; 
and proceeded lustily at once to coiid&scate 
cathedral property. But why was it neces- 
saiy, if the fund for small livings was such a 
paramount consideration, that the future arch- 
liishops of Canterbury should be left with two 
palaces, and 15,000/. per annum 1 Why is 
erery future bishop of London to have a 
palace in Fulham, a house in St. James's 
Square, and 10,000/. a-yearl Could not all 
the episcopal functions be carried on well and 
c/Zectually with the half of these incomes 1 
Is it necessary that the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury should give feasts to aristocratic London; 
and thai the domestics of the prelacy should 
stand with swords and bag-wigs round pig, 
and turkey, and venison, to defend, as it were, 
the orthodox gastronome from the fierce Uni- 
tarian, the fell Baptist, and all the famished 
children of dissent i I don't object to all this; 
because I am sure that the method of prizes 
and blanks is the best method of supporting 
a churchy which must be considered as very 
slenderly endowed, if the whole were equally 
divided among the parishes ; but if my opinion 
were different — ^if I thought the important im- 
proyement was to equalize preferment in the 
jSnglish church— that such a measure was not 
the one thing foolish, but the one thing need- 
ful — ^I should take care, as a mitred commis- 
sioner, to reduce my own species of preferment 
to the narrowest limits, before I proceeded to 
confiscate the property of any other grade of 
the church. I could not, as a conscientious 
man, leave the Archbishop of Canterbury with 
15,000/. a-year, and make a flmd by annihilat- 
ing residentiaries at Bristol of 500/. This 
comes of calling a meeting of one species of 
cattle only. The homed cattle say, — " If you 
want any meat, kill tlie sheep ; don't meddle 
with US, there is no beef to spare." They said 
this, however, to the lion; and the cunning 
animal, after he had gained all the information 
necessary for the destruction of the muttons, 
and learned how well and widely they pastured, 
and how they could be most conveniently 
eaten up, turns round and informs the cattle, 
who took him -for their best and tendercst 
friend, that he means to eat them up also. 
Frequently did Lord John meet the destroying 
bishops; much did he commend their daily 
heaps of ruins; sweetly did they smile on 
each other, and much charming talk was there 
of meteorology and catarrh, and the particular 
cathedral they were pulling down at each 
period;* tUl one fine day, the homo secretary, 
with a voice more bland, and a look more 
ardently aflectionate, than that which the 
masculine mouse bestows on his nibbling 
female, informed them that the government 
meant to take all the church property into 
their own hands, to pay the rates out of it, and 



* "What eathednl are we pulling down to-day t" 
i# lft»iauNltef ^aettioD at the commiuton. \ 



deliver the residue to the rightfU posseaaors. 
Such an efi*ect, they say, was never before 
produced by a coup de thi&trt. The commission 
was separated in an instant: London clinched 
his fist; Canterbury was hurried ont by his 
chaplains, and put into a warm bed; a solemn 
vacancy spread itself over the face of Glouces- 
ter; Lincoln was taken out in strong hys- 
terics. — What a noble scene Serjeant T^ourd 
would have made of this! Why are such 
talents wasted on Ion and the Mktmtm Captitt? 

But, after all, what a proposition ! « You 
don't make the most of your money: twill 
take your property into my hands, and see if 
I cannot squeeze a penny out of it: you shall 
be regularly paid all you now receive, only if 
any thing more can be ma(]e of it, that we will 
put into our own pockets."— ^ Just pull off 
your neck-cloth, and lay your head under the 
guillotine, and I will promise not to do yon any 
harm : just get readv for confiscation ; give up 
the management of all your proper^ ; make 
us the ostensible managers of every thing; 
let us be informed of the most minute value 
of all, and depend upon it, we will never injure 
you to the extent of a single farthing." — ^ Let 
me get my arms about you," says the bear; *'I 
have not the smallest intention of squeezing 
you." — ** Trust your finger in my month," says 
the mastiff; <* I will not fetch blood." 

Where is this to end ? If government are 
to take into their own hands all property which 
is not managed with the greatest sharpness 
and accuracy, they may squeeze l-8th per 
cent out of the Turkey Company ; Spring Rice 
would become director of the Hydro-imper- 
vious Association, and clear a few hundreds 
for the treasury. The British Roasted Apple 
Society is notoriously mismanaged, and Lord 
John and Brother Lister, by a careful selection 
of fruit, and a judicious management of fuel, 
would soon get it up to par. 

I think, however, I have heard at the Politi- 
cal Economy Club, where I have sometimes 
had the honour of being a guest, that no trades 
should be carried on by governments. 7*hat 
they have enough to do of their own, without 
undertaking other persons' business. If any 
savings in the mode of managing ecclesiasti- 
cal leases could be made, great diSaction from 
these savings must be allowed for the job^ng 
and GarpUlage of general boards, and all the 
old servants of the church, displaced by this 
measure, must receive compensation. 

The whig government, they will be vexed to 
hear, would find a great deal of patronage 
forced upon them by this measure. Their &- 
vourite human anima!, the barrister of six 
years' standing, would be called into action^— 
The whole earth is, in fact, in commission, and 
the human race, saved from the flood, are de- 
livered over to barristers of svl years' stand- 
ing. The omis probandi now lies upon any man 
who says he is not a commissioner; the only 
doubt on seeing a new man among the whig> 
is, not whether he is a commissioner or not, 
but whether- it is tithes, poor-laws, boundaries 
of boroufjhs, church leases, charities, or any 
of the thou:>and human concerns which ai-c 
now worked by commissioners, to the infinite 
common ^.Tvd s^UsCaciion of mankind, who seem 
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in these dajrs to have found out the real secret 
of life-^the one thing wanting to sublunary 
happiness — the great principle of commission, 
and six years' barristration. 

Then, if there is a better method of working 
ecclesiastical estates— if any thing can be 
gained for the church — ^why is not the church 
to have iti why is it not applied to church 
purposes ! what right has the state to seize it ? 
If 1 give you an estate, I give it you not only 
in its present state, but I give to you all the 
improvements which can be made upon it — 
all that mechanical, botanical, and chemical 
knowledge may do hereafter for its improve- 
ment — all the ameliorations which care and 
experience can suggest, in setting, improving, 
and collecting your rents. Can 3iere be such 
miserable equivocation as to say — I leave you 
your property, but I do not leave to vou all the 
improvements which your own wisdom, or the 
wisdom of your fellow-creatures, will enable 
you to make of your property? How utterly 
unworthy of a whig government is such a dis- 
tinction as this ! 

Suppose the same sort of plan had been 
adopted in the reicn of Henry YIII., and the 
legislature had said, — ^You shall enjoy all you 
now have, but every farthing of improved 
revenue, ailer this period, shall go into the 
pocket of the state— it would have been im- 
possible by this time that the church could 
have existed at all : and why may not such a 
measure be as fatal hereafter to the existence 
of a church, as it would have been to the pre- 
sent generation, if it had been brought forward 
at the time of the Reformation 1 

There is some safety in dignity. A church 
is in danger when it is degraded. It costs 
mankind much less to destroy it when an in^ 
stitution is associated with mean, and not with 
elevated ideas. I should like to see the subject 
in the hands of H. B. I would entitle the 
print — 

"The Bishops' Saturday Night; or. Lord John 
Russell at the Pay-Table." 

The bishops should be standing before the 
pay-table, and receiving their weekly allow- 
ance; Lord John and Spring Rice counting, 
ringing, and biting the sovereigns, and the 
Bishop of Exeter insisting that the chancellor 
of the exchequer has given him one which 
was not weight Yiscount Melbourne, in high 
chuckle, should be standing, with his hat on, 
and his back to the fire, delighted with the con- 
test ; and the deans and canons should be in 
the back-ground, waiting till their turn came, 
and the bishops were paid ; and among them 
a canon, of large composition, urging them on 
not to give way too much to the bench. Per- 
haps I should add the president of the board 
of trade, recommending the truck principle to 
the bishops, and offering to pay them in has- 
socks, cassocks, aprons, shovel-hats, sermon- 
cases, and such like ecclesiastical gear. 

But the madness and folly of such a measure 
are in the revolutionary feeling which it ex- 
cites. A government taking into its hands 
such an immense value of property! What a 
lesson of violence and change to the mass of 
mankiud ! Do you want to accustom English- 



men to lose all confidence in the permaneaot 
of their institutiona— 4o inure them to greit 
acts of plunder— and to draw forth all the 
latent vulaniea of human nature 1 The whig 
leaders are honest men» and cannot mean thii» 
but these foolish and inconsistent measures are 
the hom*book and infantile lessons of revoln- 
tion ; and remember, it reqoires no great time 
to teach mankind to rob and murder on a great 
scale. 

I am astonished that these ministers neglect 
the common precaution of a foolometer,* widi 
which no public man should be unprovided; I 
mean, the acquaintance and society of three or 
four regular British fools as a test of public 
opinion. Every cabinet minister should judge 
of all his measures by his foolometer, as a ni^ 
vigator crowds or shortens sail by the bar^ 
meter in his cabin. I have a very valuable in- 
strument of that kind myself, which I have 
used for many years; and I would be bound to 
predict, with the utmost nicety, by the help of 
this machine, the precise effect which any 
measure would produce upon public opinion* 
Certainly, I never saw any thing so decided as 
the effects produced upon my machine by the 
rate bilL No man who had been accustomed 
in the smallest degree to handle philosophical 
instruments could have doubted of the storm 
which was coming on, or of the thoroughly 
un-English scheme in which the ministry bad 
so rashly engaged themselves. 

I think, also, that it is a very sound argu- 
ment against this measure of church rates, 
that estates have been bought liable to these 
pa3rments, and that they have been deducted 
from the purchase-money. And what, also, 
if a dissenter were a republican as well as a 
dissenter — a case which has sometimes hap- 
pened ; and what if our anti-monarchical dis- 
senter were to object to the expenses of kingly 
government 1 Are his scruples to be respected, 
and his taxes diminisheOf and the queen's 
privy purse to be subjected and exposed to the 
intervening and economical squeeie of gorem- 
ment commissioners 1 

But these lucubrations upon church rates 
are an episode ; I must go back to John, Bishop 
of Lincoln. All other cathedrals are fixed at 
four prebendaries; St Paul's and Lincoln, 
having only three, are increased to the regula- 
tion pattern of four. I call this useless and 
childish. The Bishop of Lincoln 8«rs, there 
were more residentiaries before the Reforma- 
tion ; but if for three hundred years three resi- 
dentiaries have been found to be sufiScient, 
what a strangely feeble excuse it is for adding 
another, and diverting 8000L per annum from 
the small living fund, to say, that there were 
more residentiaries three hmidred yean ago. 

Must every thing be good and right that it 



♦ Mr. Fox very oftea SMd to ••/, "I ' 

Lord B. wfil think of tbto." Lori B. teppvatd to kta 
very Btupid person, and Uie enrUMttv of Mr. Fos'i flrtoidi 
was natarally excited to know why be attaebed foeli 
importance to the opinion tiX aneh an ordtnaryco f flw. 
place pereon. **His opinion,'* eaid Mr. Fox, *^ii of maeh 
more Importance than you are aware of. He ia an azaet 
repreaentatiTe of all common-place Enfllih pr^ndlceeb 
and what Lord B. thhika of any meaaart, the great ma- 
jority of Enaliah people wiUthinIc of it." ItwMMhaa 
good thing if every cabinet of phUosopbeis had a Lord % 
among them. 



WOBKB W THE REV. 8TDNBY SmTH. 



4one bjT bishops 1 Is there one rale of right 
for them, and another for the rest of the worldl 
Now here are two commissioners, whose ex- 
press object is to constitute, out of the large 
emolaments of the dignitaries, a fand for the 
poorer parochial clergy ; and in the very heat 
and fenronr of confiscation, they bnild up two 
new places, utterly useless and uncalled for, 
take 3000L from the charity fund to pay them, 
and they give patronage of these places to them- 
selves. Is there a single epithet in the lan- 
guage of invective which would not have been 
levelled at lay commissioners who had at- 
tempted the same thing 1 If it is necessary to 
do so much for archdeacons, why might not 
one of the three residentaries be archdeacon 
in virtue of his prebend 1 If government make 
bishops, they may surely be trusted to make 
archdeacons. I am very willing to ascribe 
good motives to these commissioners, who are 
really worthy and very sensible men, but I am 
perfectly astonished that they were not deterred 
from such a measure by appearances, and 
1^ the motives which, whether rightly or 
wrongly, would be imputed to them. In not 
acting so as to be suspected, the Bishop of 
London should resemble Caesar's wife. In 
other respects, this excellent prelate would not 
have exactly suited for the partner of that great 
and self-willed man ; and an idea strikes me, 
that it is not impossible he might have been in 
the senate-house instead of Caesar. 

Lord John Russell gives himself great credit 
for not having confiscated church property, 
but merely remodelled and redivided it. I ac- 
cuse him not of plunder, but I accuse him of 
taking the Church of England, rolling it about 
as a cook does a piece of dough, with a rolling 
pin, cutting a hundred dififerent shapes with all 
the plastic fertility of a confectioner, and 
without the most distant suspicion that he can 
ever be wrong, or ever be mistaken: with 
a certainty that he can anticipate the conse- 
quences of every possible change in human 
aflUrs. There is not a better man in Eng- 



land than Lord John RnsseU; but his ikB> 
ore is, that he is utterly ignorant of all monl 
fear; there is nothing he would not twdertake. 
I believe he would perform the operatioD for 
the stone — build 8l Peter's-^or assinne (with 
or without ten minutes' notice) the command 
of the Channel fleet; and no one would dise^ 
ver by his manner that the patient had died-* 
the church tumbled down— and the Chanael 
fleet been knocked to atoms. I believe his 
motives are always pure, and his measures 
often able; but they are endless, and never 
done with that pedetentous pace and pedeten* 
tons mind in which it behoves the wise and 
virtuous improver to walk. He alarms the 
wise liberals; and it is impossible to sleep 
soundly while he has the command of the 
watch.* 

Do not say, my dear Lord John, that I am loo 
severe upon you. A thousand years have scarce 
sufficed to make our blessed England what ic 
is; an hour may lay it in the dust; andean 
you, with all your talents, renovate its shattered 
splendour^— can you recall back its virtoes— 
can you vanquish time and fate t Bat^alas! 
you want to shake the world, and to be the 
thunderer of the scene ! 

Now what is the end of what I have written t 
Why every body was in a great fright; and a 
number of bishops, huddled together, and talk- 
ing of their great sacrifices, began to deMroy 
other people's property, and to take other peo- 
ple's patronage : and all the fright is over now; 
and all the bishops are very sorry for what 
they have done, and regret extremely the de- 
struction of the cathedral dignitaries, but doni 
know how to get out of the foolish scrape. The 
whig ministry persevere to please Joseph and 
his brethren, and the destroyers ; and the good 
sense of the matter is to fling out the dean and 
chapter bill, as it now stands, and to bring in 
another next year— making a fond out of sll 
the non-resident prebends, annexing some of 
the others, and adopting many of the enaei- 
menu contained in the present biU. 
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Mr nsAE 8n, 

I aom this is the last letter you will receive 
from me on church matters. I am tired of the 
subject; so are you; so is every body. In 
spite of many bishops' charges, I am unbroken ; 
and remain entirely of the same opinion as I 
was two or three years since^that the muti- 
lation of deans and chapters is a rash, foolish, 
and imprudent measure. 

I do not think the charge of the Bishop of 
l«ondon successful, in combating those argu- 
ments which have been used against the im- 
pending dean and chapter bill ; but it is quiet, 
g^Uemaihlike, temperate, and written in a 



manner which entirely becomes the high office 
and character which b^ bears. 

I agree with him in saying that the plurality 
and residence bill is, upon the whole, a veiy 
good bill; — nobody, however, knows better 
than the Bishop of London the various changes 
it has 'undergone, and the improvements it has 
received. I could point out fourteen or fifteen 
very material alterations for the better, since 
it came out of the hands of the commissiooy 
and all bearing materially ttpon thi htgffpincu and 

* Another peculiarity of the Ruraellt b, that tber m 
ver alter thetr opiniotia : they are an excellent nee, but 
thty mutt be trepanned before ihtf caa be coovlveed 
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mmfwi of ikt parodnal eUrgy. I will mention 
onlj a few :— the bill, as originally introdnced, 
gave the bishop a power, when he considered 
Uie duties of the parish to bo improperly per- 
formed, to suspend the clergyman and appoint 
a curate with a salary. Some impious per- 
sons thoaght it not impossible that occasionally 
such a power might be maliciously and vin- 
dictively exercised, and that some check to it 
should be admitted into the bill ; accordingly, 
under the existing act, an ecclesiastical jury 
is to be summoned, and into that jury the de- 
fendant clergyman 'may introduce a friend of 
his own. 

If a clergyman, from illness or any other 
overwhelming necessity, was prevented from 
having two services, he was exposed to an 
information and penalty. In answering the 
bishop, he was subjected to two opposite sets 
of penalties — the one for sajring yt»; the other 
for saying no : he was amenable to the need- 
less and impertinent scrutiny of a rural dean 
before he was exposed to the scrutiny of the 
bishop. Curates might be forced upon him 
by subscribing parishioners, and the certainty 
of a schism established in the parish ; a curate 
might have heen forced upon prtteffd incum- 
bents by the bishop without any complaint 
made ; upon men who took, or, perhaps, bought 
Uieir livings under very different laws; all 
these acts of injustice are done away with, but 
it is not to the credit of the framers of the bill 
that they were ever admitted, and they com- 
pletely justify the opposition with which the 
bill was received by me and by others. I add, 
however, with great pleasure, that when these 
and other objections were made, they were 
heard with candour, and promised to be reme- 
died by the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Bishop of London and Lord John Russell. 

I have spoken of the power to issue a com- 
mission to inquire into the well-being of any 
parish: a vindictive and malicious bishop 
might, it is true, convert this, which was in- 
tended for the protection, to the oppression of 
the clergy — afraid to dispossess a clergyman 
of his own authority, he might attempt to do 
the same thing under the cover of a jury of 
his ecclesiastical creatures. But I can hardly 
conceive such baseness in the prelate, or such 
infamous subserviency in the agents. An 
honest and respectable bishop will remember 
that the very issue of such a commission is a 
serious slur upon the character of a clergjrman ; 
he will do all he can to prevent it by private 
monition and remonstrance ; and if dnven to 
such an act of power, he will, of course, state 
to ^e accused clergyman the subjects of ac- 
cusation, the names of his accusers, and give 
him ample time for his defence. If, upon 
anon3rmous accusation, he subjects a clergy- 
man to such an investigation, or refuses to 
him any advantage which the law give? to 
every accused person, he is an infamous, de- 
graded, and scandalous tyrant : but I cannot 
believe there is such a man to be found upon 
the bench. 

There is in this new bill a very humane 
clause, (though not introduced by the commis- 
sion), enabling the widow of the deceased 
clergyman to retain possession of the parson- 



age-house for two months after the death of 
the incumbent It ought, in fairness, to be 
extended to the heirs, executors, and adminis- 
trators of Uie incumbent It is a great hard- 
ship that a family settled in a parish for fifty 
years, perhaps, should be torn up by the roots 
in eight or ten days ; and the interval of two 
months, allowing time for repairs, might put 
to rest many questions of dilapidation. 

To theJi>ishop's power of infruding a curate, 
without any complaint on the part of the parish 
that the duty has been inadequately performed, 
I retain the same objections as before. It is 
a power which, without this condition, will be 
unfairly and partially exercised. The first 
object I admit is not the provision of the 
cleig3rman, but the care of the parish ; but one 
way of taking care of parishes is to take care 
that clergymen are not treated with tyranny, 
partiality, and injustice ; and the best way of 
effecting this is to remember that their supe- 
riors have the same human passions as other 
people,, and not to trust them with a power 
which may be so grossly abused, and which 
(incredible as the Bishop of London may 
deem it) hiu been, in some instances, gross^ 
abused. 

I cannot imagine what the bishop means by 
saying, that the members of cathedrals do not» 
in virtue of their office, bear any part in the 
parochial instruction of the people. This is a 
fine deceitful word, the word parochial, and 
eminently calculated to coax the public. If 
he means simply that cathedrals do not belong 
to parishes, that 8t Paul's is not the parish 
church of U|^r Puddicomb, and that the 
vicar of St Fiddlefrid does not oficiate im 
Westminster Abbey : all this is true enough, 
but do they not in the mosl material points 
instruct the people precisely in the same man- 
ner as the parochial clergy 1 Are not prayers 
and sermons the most important means of 
spiritual instruction 1 And are there not 
eighteen or twenty services in every cathedral 
for one which is heard in parish churches t 
I have very often counted in the afVemoon of 
week days in St Patd's 160 people, and on 
Sundays it is ftdl to suffocation. Is all this to 
go for nothing 1 and what right has the Bishop 
of London to suppose that there is not as much 
real piety in cathedrals, as in the most road- 
less, postless, melancholy, sequestered hamlet 
preached to by the most provincial, seques- 
tered, bucolic clergyman in the queen's domi- 
nions ? 

A number of little children, it is true, do not 
repeat a catechism of which they do not com- 
prehend a word; but it is rather rapid and 
wholesale to say, that the parochial clergy arts 
spiritual instructors of the people, and that th« 
cathedral clergy are only so in a very restrict* 
ed sense. I say that in the most material 
points and acts of instruction, they are much 
more laborious and incessant than any paro* 
chial clergy. It might really be supposed, 
from the Bishop of Ldndon's reasoning, thai 
some other methods of instruction took place 
in cathedrals than prayers and sermons can 
affcrd; that lectures were read on chemistry, 
or .essons given on dancing; or that it was a 
Me«.*hanics' Institute^ or a ^«xx ^KKK^Nas^^ Va^ 
7. VI 
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hexameter and pentameter boys. His own 
most respectable chaplain, who is often there 
as a member of the body, will tell him that the 
prayers are strictly adhered to, according to 
the mbric, with the difference only that the 
service is beantifully chanted instead of being 
badly read ; that instead of the atrocious bawl- 
ing of parish churches, the anthems are sung 
with great taste and feeling : and if the preaclh- 
ing is not good, it is the faolt of the Bishop of 
London, who has the whole range of London 
preachers from whom to make his selection. 
The real fact is, that, instead of being some- 
thing materially different from the parochial 
clergy, as the commissioners wish to make 
them, the cathedral clergy are fellow-labourers 
with the parochial clergy, outworking them 
ten to one ; but the commission having pro- 
vided snugly for the bishops, have, by thi merat 
accitknt m the worlds entangled themselves in 
this quarrel with cathedrals. 

^'Had the question," sajrs the bishop, "been 
proposed to the religious part of the commu- 
nity, whether, if no other means were to be 
found, the effective cure of souls should be 
provided for by the total suppression of those 
ecclesiastical corporations which have no 
cure of souls, nor bear any part in the paro- 
-ehial labours of the clergy ; that question, I 
verily believe, would have been carried in the 
affirmative by an immense majority of suf- 
-frages." Bn t suppose no other means could be 
found for the effective cure of souls than the 
suppression of bishops, does the Bishop of 
London imagine that the majority of suffrages 
would have been less immense? How idle 
to put such cases. 

A pious man leaves a large sum of money 
in Catholic times for some purposes which 
are superstitious, and for others, such as 
preachmg and reading prayers, which are ap- 
plicable to all times ; the superstitious usages 
are abolished, the pious usages remain : now 
the bishop must admit, if you take half or any 
part of this money from clergymen to whom it 
was given, and divide it for similar purposes 
among clergy to whom it was not given, you 
deviate materially from the intentions of the 
founder. These foundations are made in loco; 
in many of them the locw was, perhaps, the 
original cause of the gift A man who founds 
an almshouse at Edmonton does not mean 
that the poor of Tottenham should avail them- 
selves of it; and, if he could have anticipated 
such a consequence, he would not have en- 
dowed any almshouse at all. Such is the 
respect for property, that the Court of Chan- 
cery, when it becomes impracticable to carry 
the will of the donor into execution, always 
attend to the ry pre«, and apply the charitable 
fond to a purpose as germane as possible to 
the intention of the founder ; but here, when 
men of Lincoln have left to Lincoln cathedral, 
and men of Hereford to Hereford, tiie com- 
missioners seize it all, melt it into a common 
mass, and disperse it over the kingdom. 
8urely the Bishop of London cannot contend 
that this is not a greater deviation from the 
will of the founder than if the same people, 
itmnining in the same place, receiving all the 
ibuoder gmwe them, and doing aU thinc&ikQA 



forbidden hv the law, which fbe founder oidefw 
ed, were to do something more thsoi the foimder 
ordered, were to become the guardians of 
education, the counsel to the bishop, and the 
curators of the diocese in his old age and 
decay. 

The public are greater robbers and plundefw 
ers than anyone in the public ; look at toeidiole 
transaction ; it is a mixture of meanness and 
violence. The country choose to have an 
established religion, and a resident parochial 
clergy, but they do not choose to build houses 
for their parochial clergy, or to pay them in 
many instances more than a butler or a coach- 
man receives. How is this deficiency to be 
supplied 1 The heads of the church propose 
to Uiis public to seize upon estates wnich 
never belonged to the public, and which were 
left for another purpose ; and by the seizure 
of these estates to save that which ought to 
come out of the public purse. 

Suppose Parliament were to seise upon all 
the almshouses in England, and appfy chem 
to the diminution of the poor-rate, what a num- 
ber of ingenious alignments might be pressed 
into the service of this robbery 2 « Can any 
thing be more revolting than that the poor d 
Northumberland should be starving while the 
poor of the suburban hamlets are dividing the 
benefactions of the pious dead t ' We wmat 
for thex purpoeet all that tee can nUarn fnm 
^ehatever tources derived^** I do not deny the 
right of parliament to do this, or any thing 
else ; but I deny that it would be expedient, 
because I think it better to make any sacrifices, 
and to endure any evil, than to gr^y this ra- 

gacious spirit of plunder and confiscation 
uppose these commissioner prelates firm 
and unmoved, when we were all alarmed, had 
told the public that the parochial clergy wen 
badly provided for, and that it was the duty 
of that public to provide a proper support 
for their ministers ^--suppose the commission- 
ers, instead of leading tiiem on to c<mfisca- 
tions, had warned their fellow subjects against 
the base economy, and the perilous injustice 
of seizing on that which was not their own v— 
suppose they had called for water and washed 
their hands, and said, - We call you all to wit- 
ness that we are innocent of this great ruinT 
—does the Bishop of London imagine that 
the prelates who made such a stand would 
have gone down to posterity less respeeied 
and less revered than those men upon wimse 
tombs it must (after all the enumerations of 
their virtues) be written, that imder their aw 
tpices and by their coumeh the dettruetion of the 
Emgtiih church began f Pity that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury had not retained those feelings, 
when, at the first meeting of bishops, me 
Bishop of London proposed tins holy innmfotwm 
upon cathedrals, and the head of our church 
declared, with vehemence and indignation, 
that nothing in the earth would induce him to 
consent to it 

81 BMM mm IcTs ftalMet, 
Trojaqne none staref , PrlamiqM an mits wmMtm. 

"But," says the Lord Bishop of London, 
«you admit the principle of confiscation by 
proposing the confiscation and partition of 
i'|(ift\NndB in the possession of non-residenis.'* 
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I am thinking of something else, and I see all 
of a sudden a great blaze of light; I behold a 
great number of gentlemen in short aprons, 
neat purple coats, and g:old buckles, mshing 
about with torches in their hands, calling each 
other **mj lord,** and setting fire to all the 
rooms in the house, and the people below de- 
lighted with the combustion ; fincUng it impos- 
sible to turn them from their purpose, and 
finding that they are all what they are, by di- 
yine permission ; I endeavour to direct their 
My innotfotumi into another channel; and I 
say to them, ** my lords, had not you better set 
fire to the out of door offices, to tiie bams and 
stables, and spare this fine library and this* 
noble drawing-room 1 Yonder are several 
cow-houses of which no use is made ; pray 
direct your fViry against them, and leave this 
beautiful and venerable mansion as you found 
it." If I address the divinely permitted in 
this manner, has the Bishop of London any 
right to call me a brother incendiary 1 

Oar holy mnoveUor, the Bishop of London, 
has drawn a very afiecting picture of iheq> 
having no ihepherd, and of millions who have 
no qnritval food; our wants, he sajrs, are most 
imperious; even if we were to tax large 
livmgs, we must still have the money of the 
cath^rals : no plea will exempt you, nothing 
can stop us, for the formation of benefices, 
and the endowment of new ones. We want 
(and he prints it in italics) for these purposes 
•* aU that we can obtain from whatever sources rff- 
rived.^ I never remember to have been more 
alarmed in my life than by this passage. I 
said to m3rself, the necessities of the church 
have got such complete hold of the imaginap 
tion of this energetic prelate, who is so capti- 
vated by the holiness of his innovations, that 
all grades and orders of the church and all 
present and (\iture interests will be sacrificed 
to it I immediately rushed to the acts of Par- 
liament, which I always have under my pil- 
low, to see at once the worst of what had hap- 
Eened. I found present revenues of the 
ishops all safe ; that is some comfort, I said 
to myself; Canterbury, 24,000/. or 85,000/. per 
annum ; London, 18,000/. or 30,000/. I began 
to feel some conifort: "things arc not so bad; 
the bishops do not mean to sacrifice to sheep 
and shfpherd^ money their present revenues; 
the Bishop of London is less violent and head- 
strong than I thought he would be." I looked 
a little further, and found that 15,000/. per an- 
num is allotted to the fliture Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 10,000/. to the Bishop of London, 
. 80002. to Durham, and 8000/. each to Winches- 
ter and Ely. •* Nothing of f^heep and shepherd 
in all this," I exclaimed, and felt still more 
comforted. It was not till after the bishops 
were taken care of, and the revenues of the 
cathedrals came into full view, that I saw the 
perfect development of the sheep and shepherd 
principle, the deep and heartfelt compassion 
for spiritual labourers, and that inward groan- 
ing for the destitute state of the church, and 
that firm purpose, printed in italics, of taking 
fir then purposes nU that rould be obtained from 
teh'st.rrr fourrr derived: and even in this deli- 
cious rufftmage of cathedral property, where 
nil the fine church feelinsrs of the bishop's 



heart could be indulged without costing the 
poor sufierer a penny, stalls for archdeacons 
in Lincoln and 8t Paul's are, to the amount 
of 2000/. per annum, taken from the sheep and 
shepherd flmdy and the patronage of them di- 
vided between two commissioners, the Bishop 
of London, and the Bishop of Lincoln, instead 
of being paid to additional labourers in the vine- 
yard. 

Has there been any difficulty, I would ask, 
in procuring archdeacons upon the very mode- 
rate pay they now receive 1 Can any clergy- 
man be more thoroughly respectable than the 
present archdeacons in the see of London ? 
but men bearing such an office in the church, 
it may be said, should be highly paid, and 
archbishops, who could very well keep up 
their dignity upon 7000/. per annum, are to be 
allowed 15,000/. I make no objection to all 
this; but then what becomes of all these 
heart-rending phrases of aheqt and shephMrd^ and 
drooping vineycards, andflodkt without spiriiual con^ 
eolation? The bishop's argument is, that the 
superfluous must give way to the necessary ; 
but in fighting, the bishop should take great 
care that his cannons are not seized, and 
turned against himself. He has awarded to 
the bishops of England a superfluity as great 
as that which he intends to take from the 
cathedrals ; and then, when he legislates for an 
order to which he does not belong, begins to 
remember the distresses of the lower clergy, 
paints them with all the colours of impassioned 
eloquence, and informs the cathedral institu- 
tions that he must have every farthing he can 
lay his hand iipon. Is not this as if one, affected 
powerfully by a charity sermon, were to put 
his hands into another man's pocket, and cast, 
from what he had extracted, a liberal contri- 
bution into the plate 1 

I beg not to be mistaken ; I am very far 
from considering the Bishop of London as a 
sordid and interested person; but this is a 
complete instance of how the best of men de- 
ceive themselves, where their interests are 
concerned. I have no doubt the bishop firmly 
imagined he was- doing his duty ; but there 
should have been men of all grades in the 
commission, some one to say a word for cathe- 
drals and against bishops. 

The bishop says " his antagonists have al- 
lowed three canons to be sufficient for 8t 
Paul's, and, therefore, four must be sufKctent 
for other cathedrals." Sufficient to read the 
prayers and preach the sermons, certainly, and 
so would one be ; but not sufficient to excite, 
by the hope of increased rank and wealth, 
eleven thousand parochial clergy. 

The most important and cogent arguments 
against the dean and chapter confiscations are 
passed over in silence in the bishop's charge 
This, in reasoning, is always the wisest and 
most convenient plan, and which all young 
bishops should imitate after the manner of this 
wary polemic. I object to the confiscation 6e- 
cause it will throw a great deal more of ^ capital out 

fthe parochial ckureh than it wtU bring into it, 
am very sorry to come forward with so 
homely an argument, which shocks so many 
clerg3nmen, and particularly those with ih» 
largest incomes, wA ^<fe\«^\\w^i«^'«»N>*^ 
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the truth is, the greater nomber of clergymen 
go into the church in order that they may de- 
rive a comfortable income /rom the church. 
Such men intend to do their duty, and they do 
it ; but the duty is, howerer, not the motive, 
but the adjunct If I was writing in gala and 
parade, I would not hold this language; but 
we are in earnest, and on business; and as 
very rash and hasty changes are founded upon 
contrary suppositions of the pui^ disinterested- 
ness and perfect inattention to temporals in 
the clergy, we must get down at once to the 
solid rock without heeding how we disturb the 
turf and the flowers above. The parochial 
clergy maintain their present decent appear- 
ance quite as much by their own capital as 
by the income they derive from the church. 
I will now state the income and capital of 
aeven clergymen, taken promiscuously in this 
neighbourhood >— No. 1. Living 200/., capital 
12,000/.; No. 2. Living 800/., capital 16,000/.; 
No. 3. Living 600/., capital 12,000/.; No. 4. Liv- 
ing 160/., capital 10,000/.; No. 6. Living 800/., 
capital 12,000/.; No. 6. Living 160/., capital 
1000/.; No. 7. Living 600/., capital 16,000/. I 
have diligently inquired into the circumstances 
of seven Unitarian and Wesleyan ministers, 
and I question much if the whole seven could 
make up 6000/. between them; and the zeal 
> of enthusiasm of this last division is certainly 
not inferior to that of the former. Now here 
is a capital of 72,000/. carried into the church, 
which the confiscations of the commissioners 
would force out of it, by taking away the good 
things which were the temptation to its intro- 
duction. So that, by the old plan of pajing 
by lottery, instead of giving a proper compe- 
tence to each, not only do you obtain a paro- 
chial clergy upon much cheaper terms ; but, 
from the gambling propensities of human na- 
ture, and the irresistible tendency to hope that 
they shall gain the great prizes, you tempt men 
into your service who keep up their credit and 
yours, not by your allowance, but by their own 
capital; and to destroy this wise and well- 
working arrangement, a great number of 
bishops, marquises, and John Russells, are 
huddled into a chamber, and, after proposing a 
ficheme w^ch will turn the English church 
into a collection of consecrated beggars, we 
are informed by the Bishop of London that it 
is an holy imuvation^ 

I have no manner of doubt, that the imme- 
diate efiect of passing the dean and chapter 
bill will be, that a great number of fathers and 
uncles, judging, and properly judging, that the 
church is a very altered and deterioriated pro- 
fession, will turn the industry and capital of 
their Aleves into another channel. My friend, 
Robert Eden, says " this is of the earth earthy:" 
be it so ; I cannot help it, I paint mankind as 
I find them, and am not answerable for their 
defects. When an argument, taken from real 
life, and the actual condition of the world, is 
brought among the shadowy discussions of 
ecclesiastics. It always occasions terror and 
dismay ; It is like ^neas stepping into Cha- 
ron's boat, which carried only ghosts and 
spirits. 
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The whole plan of the BiahOT of Loadoft 
is a ptochogony«-a generation of beggars. Ho 
purposes, out of the spoils of the eathedral, to 
create a thousand livings, and to give to the 
thousand clergymen 180/. per annum each; a 
Christian bishop proposing, in cold blood, to 
create a thousand livings of 180/. per annia 
each ; — to call into existence a thousand o£ the 
most unhappy men on the face of the earthy— 
the sons of the poor, without hope, without the 
assistance of private fortune, chained to the 
soil, ashamed to live with their inferiors, unfit 
for the society of the better classes, and drag^ 
ging about the English curse of poverty, with- 
out the smallest hope that they can ever ebake 
it ofi". At present, such livings are filled by 
young men who have better hopes— who have 
reason to expect good property — who look for- 
ward to a college or a fainily living — ^who are 
the sons of men of some substance, and hope 
so to pass on to something better— who exist 
under the delusion of being hereafter deans 
and prebendaries— who are paid once by 
money, and three times by hope. Will the 
Bishop of London promise to the progeny of 
any of these thousand victims of the Ao/y ta- 
novation that, if they behave well, one of them 
shall have his butler's place ; another take care 
of the cedars and hyssops of his garden! 
Will he take their daughters for his nursery- 
maids ? and may some of the sons of these 
** labourers of the vineyard" hope one day to 
ride the leaders from St James s to FolhamT 
Here is hope— here is room for ambition — a 
field for genius, and a ray of amelioratioa ! 
If these beautiful feelings of compassion are 
throbbing under the cassock of the bishop, he 
ought, in common justice to himself, to make 
them known. 

If it were a scheme for giving ease and in- 
dependence to any large bodies of clergymen, 
it might be listened to; but the revenues of 
the English church are such as to render this 
wholly and entirely out of the question. If 
you place a man in a village in the country, 
require that he should be of good manners and 
well educated ; that his habits and appearance 
should be above those of the farmers to whom 
he preaches, if he has nothing else to expect 
(as would be the case in a church of equal 
division) ; and if, upon his village income, he 
is to support a wife and educate a family, 
without any power of making himself known 
in a remote and solitary situation, such a per- 
son ought to receive 600/. per annum, ana be 
furnished with a house. There are about 
10,700 parishes in England and Wales, whose 
average income is 285/. per annum. Now, to 
provide these incumbents with decent houses, 
to keep them in repair, and to raise the income 
of the incumbent to 600/. per annum, would 
require (if all the incomes of the bishops, deans 
and chapters of separate dignitaries, of sine- 
cure rectories, were confiscated, and if the 
excess of all the livings in England above 
600/. per annum were added to them,) a sum 
of two millions and a half in addition to the 
present income of the whole church ; and no 
power on earth could persuade the present 
Parliament of Great Britain to grant a single 
sVuUing for that purpose. Now, is it possible 
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to pay such a church upon any other principle 
thaD that of nneqaal division 1 .The proposed 
pillage of the cathedral and college churches 
(omitting all consideration of the separate estate 
of dignitaries) would amount, divided among all 
the benefices in England, to about bilis, 6^^. per 
man: and this, which would not stop an hialus 
in a cassock, and would drive out of the paro- 
chial church ten times as much as it brought 
into it, is the panacea for pauperism recom* 
mended by her majestjr's commissioners. 

But if this plan were to drive men of capital 
out of the church, and to pauperize the English 
clergy, where would the harm be ? Could not 
all the duties of religion be performed as well 
by poor clergymen as by men of good sub- 
stance 1 My great and serious apprehension 
is, that such would not be the case. There 
would be the greatest risk that your clergy 
would be fanatical, and ignorant; diat their 
habits would be low and mean, and that they 
would be despised. 

Then a picture is drawn of a clergjrman 
with ISOt per annum, who combines all moral, 
physical, and intellectual advantages, a learned 
man, dedicating himself intensely to the care 
of his parish — of charming manners and di^ 
nified deportment — six feet two inches high, 
beautifully proportioned, with a magnificent 
countenance, expressive of all the cardinal 
virtues and the Ten Commandments,— and it is 
asked» with an air of triumph, if such a man 
as this will fall into contempt on account of 
his poverty 1 But substitute for him an ave- 
rage, ordinary, uninteresting minister; obese, 
duropy, neither ill-natured nor good-natured; 
neither learned nor ignorant, striding over the 
stiles to church, with a second-rate wSTe— dusty 
and deliquescent — and four parochial children, 
full of catechism and bread and butter; or let 
him be seen in one of those 8hem-Ham-and- 
Japhet buggies — ^made on Mount Ararat soon 
after the subsidence of the waters, driving in the 
High Street of Edmonton ;* — amon^ all his pe- 
cuniary, saponaceous, oleaginous parishioners. 
Can any man of common sense say that all 
these outward circumstances of the ministers 
of religion have no bearing on religion itself 1 

I ask the Bishop of London, a man of honour 
and conscience as he is, if he thinks five y^ars 
will elapse before a second attack is made upon 
deans and chapters 1 Does he think, ailer 
reformers have tasted the flesh of the church, 
that they will put up with any other diet 1 Does 
he forget that deans and chapters are but 
mock turtle — that more delicious delicacies re- 
main behind 1 Five years hence he will at- 
tempt to make a stand, and he will be laughed 
at and eaten up. In this very charge the 
bishop accuses the lay commissioners of an- 
other intended attack upon the property of the 
church, contrary to the clearest and most ex- 
plicit stipulations (as he says) with the heads 
of the establishment 

Much is said of the conduct of the commis- 
Kioners, but that is of the least possible conse- 
quence. They may have acted for the best, 

• A parish wbtch the Blihop of London bos the freatevt 
desire to divide into little bits ; but which appears quit*! as 
fit to prei^erye its Inteerltjr as St. James's, 8t. George's, 
or Kensington, all In the patronaf e of tht bishop. 



according to the then existing chrcumstances; 
t^ey may seriously have intended to do their 
duty to tne contrary ; and I am far from saying 
or thinking they did not ; but without the least 
reference to the commissioners, the question 
is, Is it wise to pass this bill, and to justify 
such an open and tremendous sacrifice of 
church property] Does public opinion now 
call for anv such measure 1 is it a wise distri- 
bution of the fq|^ds of an ill-paid church 1 and 
will it not force more capital out of the paro- 
chial part of the church than it brings into itt 
If the bill is bad, it is surely not to pass out of 
coxnpliment to the feelings of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. If the project is hasty, it is 
not to be adopted to gratify the Bishop of Lon- 
don. The mischief to the church is surely a 
greater evil than the stultification of the com- 
missioners, &C. If the physician has pre- 
scribed hastily, is the medicine to be taken to 
the death or disease of the patient 1 If the 
judge has condemned improperly, is the crimi- 
nal to be hung, that the wisdom of the magis- 
trate may not be impugned 1* 

But why are the commissioners to be stulti- 
fied by the rejection of the measure 1 The 
measure may have been very good when it 
was recommended, and very objectionable now. 
I thought, and many men thought, that the 
church was going to pieces — that tihe affections 
of the common people were lost to the esta- 
blishment; and that large sacrifices must be 
instantly made, to avert the effects of this tem^ 
porary madness ; but those days are gone by 
—and with them ought to be put aside mea- 
sures, which might have been wise in those 
days, but are wise no longer. 

After all, the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
the Bishop of London are good and placable 
men; and will ere long forget and forgive the 
successful efforts of their enemies in defeating 
this mis-ecclesiastic law. 

Suppose Xhe commission were now begin- 
ning to sit for the first time, will any man 
living say that they would make such reports 
as they have made 1 and that they would seri- 
ously propose such a tremendous revolution 
in church property 1 And if they would not, 
the inference is irresistible, that, to consult the 
feelings of two or three churchmen, we are 
complimenting away the safety of the church* 
Milton asked where the nymphs were when 
Lycidas perished 1 I ask where the bishops 
are when the remorseless deep is closing over 
the head of their beloved establishment If 

You must have read an attack upon me 6y 
the Bishop of Gloucester, in the course of 
which he says that I have not been appoint<id . 
to my situation as canon of 8l Paul's for my 
piety and learning, but because I am a scofler 
and a jester. Is not this rather strong for a 
bishop, and does it not appear to you, Mr. 
Archdeacon, as rather too close an imitation 
of that language which is used in the apostolic 



* "After the trouble the commissioners have taken 
(says Sir Robert), after the obloquy they have'incnrrefl/' 
Sec. A:c. ice. 

f What is the nse of publishing separate charges, um 
the Blfthopfl of Winchefiter, OxTord. and Rochester hav« 
done 1 Why do not the dissentient biiihopM (bnn Into a 
Arm phalanx to save the cbuTctk«Vk4kt\Tk%wQ\^(Mh>M^'^ 
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oeenpstion of tniBcking in fish 1 Whether I 
have been appointed for my piety or not, must 
depend upon what this poor man means by 
piety. He means by that word, of coorse, a 
defence of all the tyrannical and oppressive 
abuses of the church which have been swept 
away within the last fifteen or twenty y^an 
of my life ; the corporation and test acts ; the 
penal laws against the Catholics; the com- 
pulsory marriages of dissenters, and all those 
disabling and disqualifying laws which were 
the disgrace of our church, and which he has 
always looked up to as the consummation of 
human wisdom. If piety consisted in the de- 
fence of these— if it was impious to struggle 
for their abrogation, I have, indeed, led an 
ungodly life. 

There is nothing pompous gentlemen are so 
much afraid of as a little humour. It is like 
the objection of certain cephalic animalculsB 
to the use of small-tooth combs^— ^ Finger and 
thumb, precipitate powder, or any thing else 
you please ; but for Heaven's sake no small- 
tooth combs!" After all, I believe, Bishop 
Monk has been the cause of much more 
laughter than ever I have been ; I cannot ac- 
count for it, but I never see him enter a room 
without exciting a smile on every countenance 
within it 

Dr. Monk is furious at my attacking the 
heads of the church; but how can I help iti 
If the heads of the church are at the head of 
the mob ; if I find the best of men doing that 
which has in all times drawn upon the worst 
enemies of the human race the bitterest curses 
of history, am I to stop because the motives 
of these men are pure, and their lives blame- 
less ? I wish I could find a blot in their lives, 
or a vice in their motives. The whole power 
of the motion is in the character of the movers : 
feeble friends, false friends, and foolish friends, 
all cease to look upon the measure, and say. 
Would such a measure have b^en recom- 
mended by such men as the prelates of Can- 
terbury and London, if it were not for the 
public advantage 1 And in this way, the great 
good of a religious establishment, now ren- 
dered moderate and compatible with all men's 
liberties and rights, is sacrificed to names; 
tnd the church destroyed from good breeding 
and etiquette ! the real truth is, that Canter- 
bury and London have been frightened — ^they 
have overlooked the efiect of time and delay— 
they have been betrayed into a fearful and 
ruinous mistake. Painful as it is to teach men 
who ougnc to teach us, the legislature ought, 
while there is yet time, to awake and read 
them this lesson. 

It is dangerous for a prelate to write ; and 
whoever does it ought to be a very wise one. 
He has speculated why I was made a canon 
of 8l Paul's. Suppose I were to follow his 
example, and, going through the bench of 
bishops, were to ask for what reason each man 
had been made a bishop ; suppose I were to 
go into the county of Gloucester, &c. dec. 
Ac.!!!! 

1 was afraid the bishop would attribute my 

promotion to the Edinburgh Review ; but upon 

fbe subject of promotion by reviews, he pre- 

Mcrvfs an impenetrable silence. If my excel- 



lent patron Eaii Grey had aaj resscNw V diii 

kind, he may at least be sure that the r ei i ew 
commonly attributed to me were really writtes 
by me. I should have considered myaelf m 
the lowest of created beings to have disgiiiaed 
myself in another man's wit, and to haw 
received a rtward to which I vaa aot m^ 
tiUed.* 

I presume that what haa drawn upoB mbttm 
indignation of this prelate, is the obeenratioiit 
I have firom time to time made on the eondoet 
of the commissioners ; of which be positively 
asserts himself to have been a member; bai 
whether he was, or was not a member, I 
utterly acquit him of all possible hlame, aad 
of ererj species of imputation whieh may 
attach to the conduct of the commissioner, a 
using that word, I have alw^s meant the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bidiop of Lon* 
don, and Lord John Russell ; and have, honestly 
speaking, given no more heed to the Bishop 
of Gloucester than if he had been sittinc in a 
commission of Bonzes in the court of Pddn. 

To read, however, his lordship a lesson of 
good manners, I had prepared for him a chas> 
tisement which would have been echoed from 
the Seagravt, who banqueteth in the castle, to 
the idiot who spitteth over the bridge at Glon* 
cester; but the following appeal struck my 
eye, and stopped my pen :— ^ Since that time, 
my inadequate qualifications have sustained 
an appalling diminution, by the affection of 
my eyes, which have impaired my vision, and 
the progress of which threatens to consign me 
to darkness ; I beg the benefit of your prayers 
to the Father of all mercies, that he will restore 
me to better use of the visual organs, to be 
employed on his service ; or that he will in- 
wardly illumine the intellectual vision, with a 
§ article of that divine ray, which his Holy 
pirit can alone impart" 

It might have been better taste, perhaps, if 
a mitred invalid, in describing his bodily in- 
firmities before a church full of clergymeil^ 
whose prayers he asked, had been a little 
more sparing in the abuse of his enemies ; but 
a good deal must be forgiven to the sick. I 
wish that every Christian was as well aware 
as this poor bishop of what he needed from 
divine assistance ; and in the supplication for 
the restoration of his si^t and the improve- 
ment of his understanding, I must fervently 
and cordially join. 

I was much amused with what old Het^ 
mannf says of the Bishop of London's iBschy- 
lus. « We find," he says, ** a great ttrbiirarinm 
of proceeding, and nmch boldneu of HMOpoftoM, 
guided by no twe principle;^ here it is : qwdiM ab 
incepto. He begins with ^schylus, and ends 
with the Church of England ; begins with pro- 
fane, and ends with holy innovations — scratch- 



• I understand that the bbhop Inints into lean eTerr 
now and then, and saya that I have set him the name <a 
Simon, and that all the biahopa now eail him Simon. 
Simon of Glouceater, however, aAer all. ia a real writef, 
and how could I know that Dr. Monk's name was Si- 
mon 1 When tutor in Lord Corrinfton'a fkmily, be was 
called b^ the endearing, though romewhat unmajestic 
name of Dick; and if 1 had thought about his ^^^^ at 
all, I should have called him Richard of Glourrster. 

♦ Ueber die behandlunir der Griechiscben Dichter bel 
den Enjtiftndern, Von Gottftied Ilermuia. Wieaaf 
iiMbucHtT, ^ol. Uv. 1831. 
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mg ont old readings which every commentator 
ha^ sanctioned, abolishing ecclesiastical dig- 
nities which every reformer had spared; 
thmsting an anapest into a verse which will 
not bear it; and intruding a canon into a 
cathedral which does not want it; and this is 
the prelate by whom the proposed reform of 
the church has been principally planned, and 
to whose practical wisdom the legislature is 
called upon to defer. The Bishop of London 
is a man of very great ability, humane, pla- 
cable, generous, munificent, very agreeable, 
but not to be trusted with great interests where 
qalmneis and judgment are required; unfor- 
tnnately, my old and amiable school-fellow, the 
.^nchbishop of Canterbury, has melted away 
before him, and sacrificed that wisdom on 
which we all founded our security. 
Much writing and much taUcmg are very 



tiresome ; and, above all, they are so to men 
who, living in the world, arrive at those rapid 
and just conclusions which are only to be 
made by living in the world. This bill passed, 
every man of sense acquainted with human 
affairs must see, that, as far as the church is 
eoneemed, the thing is at an end. From Lord 
John Russell, the present improver of the 
church, we shall descend to Hume, from Hume 
to Roebuck, and after Roebuck we shall re- 
ceive our last improvements from Dr. Wade : 
plunder will follow after plunder, degradation 
after degradation. The church is gone, and 
what remains is not life, but sickness, spasm, 
and struggle. 

Whatever happens, I am not to blame; I 
have fought my ^htr— FarewelL 

Bninnr Smitb. 
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Mt SBiR Sir, 

You ask for some of yoar late father's letters : 
I am sorry to say I ha^e none to send you. 
Upon principle, I keep no letters except those 
on baslness. I have not a single letter from 
him, nor from any human being in my posses- 
sion. 

The impression which the great talents and 
amiable qualities of your iather made upon me, 
will remain as long as I remain. When I turn 
from living spectacles of stupidity, ignorance, 
and malice, and wish to think better of the 
world — ^I remember my great and benevolent 
friend Mackintosh. 

The first points of character which every 
body noticed in him were the total absence of 
envy, hatred, malice, and uncharitableness. 
He could not hate — ^he did not know how to set 
about it. The gall-bladder was omitted in his 
composition, and if he could have been per- 
suaded into any scheme of revenging himself 
upon an enemy, I am sure ^unless he had been 
narrowly watched) it woula have ended in pro- 
claiming the good qualities, and promoting the 
interests of his adversary. Truth had so much 
more power over him than anger, that (what- 
ever might be the provocation) he could not 
misrepresent, nor exaggerate. In questions 
of passion and party, he stated facts as they 
were, and reasoned fairly upon them, placing 
his happiness and pride in equitable discrimi- 
nation. Very fond of talking, he heard patient- 
ly, and, not averse to intellectual display, did 
not forget that others might have the same in- 
clination as himself. 

Till subdued by ai^e and illness, his conver- 
sation was more brilliant and instructive than 
that of any human being I ever had the good 
fortune to be acquainted with. His memory 
(vast and prodigious as it was) he so managed 
as to make it a source of pleasure and instruc- 
tion, rather than that dreadful engine of colloqui- 
al oppression into which it is sometimes erected. 
He remembered things, words, thoughts, dates, 
and every thing that was wanted. His lan- 
guage was beautiful, and might have gone from 
the fireside to the press ; but though his ideas 
were always clothed in beautiful language, the 
clothes were sometimes too big for the body, 
and common thoughts were dressed in better 
and larger apparel than they deserved. He 
certainly had this fault, but it was not one of 
frequent commission. 

He had a method of putting things so mildly 

and interrogatively, that he always procured 

.he readiest reception ft»r his opinions. Ad- 

dicted to reasoning in the company of able men, 

be hatd two raJuable habits, which are rarely 



met with in great reasonera— 4ie nerer broke is 
upon his opponent, and always ayoided ati 
and Tchemcnt assertions. His reasoning c 
monly carried conviction, for he was cant 
in his positions, accurate in his dedoctioaib 
aimed only at truth. The ingenious side wis 
commonly taken by some one else ; the inter- 
ests of truth were protected by Mackintosh. 

His good-nature and candour betray^ him 
into a morbid habit of eulogizing every body— 
a habit which destroyed the value of commen- 
dations, that might have been to the Toung (if 
more sparingly distributed) a reward of viitne 
and a motive to exertion. Occasionally he took 
fits of an opposite nature ; and I have seen him 
abating and dissolving pompous gentlemen 
with the most successful ndicule. He certainly 
had a good deal of humour; and I remember, 
amongst many other examples of it, that he kept 
u» for two or three hours in a roar of laughter, 
at a dinner-party at his own house, playing 
upon the simplicity of a Scotch cousm, who 
had mistaken me for my gallant sjrnonym, the 
hero of Acre. I never saw a more perfect 
comedy, nor heard ridicule so long and so well 
sustained. Sir James had not only humour, 
but he had wit also ; at least, new and sudden 
relations of ideas flashed across his mind in 
reasoning, and produced the same effect as wit, 
and would have been called wit, if a sense of 
their utility and importance had not often over- 
powered the admiration of novelty, and entitled 
them to the higher name of wisdom. Then the 
great thoughts and fine sayings of the great 
men of all ages were intimately present to his 
recollection, and came out dazzling and delight- 
ing in his conversation. Justness of thinking 
was a strong feature in his understanding ; he 
had a head in which nonsense and error could 
hardly vegetate : it was a soil utterly unfit for 
them. If his display in conversation bad been 
only in maintaining splendid paradoxes, he 
would soon have wearied those he lived with ; 
but no man could live long and intimately with 
your father without finding that he was gaining 
upon doubt, correcting error, enlarging the 
boundaries, and strengthening the foundations 
of truth. It was worth while to listen to a 
master, whom not himself, but nature had ap- 
pointed to the ofH^e, and who taught what it 
was not easy to forget, by methods which it 
was not easy to resist, 

Curran, the master of the rolls, said to Mr. 
Grattan, " You would be^ihe greatest man of 
your age, Grattan, if you would buy a few yards 
of red tape, and tie up your bills and papers." 
This was the fault or misfortune of your excel- 
lent father ; he never knew the use of red tape, 
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and was utterly unfit for the common basiness 
of life. That a guinea represented a quantity 
of shillings, and that it would barter for a quan- 
tity of cloth, he was well aware ; but the accu- 
rate number of the baser coin, or the just mea- 
surement of the manufactured article, to which 
he was entitled for his gold, he could never 
learn, and it was impossible to teach him. 
Hence his life was oAen an example of the an- 
cient and melancholy struggle of genius, with 
the difficulties of existence. 

I have oAen heard Sir James Mackintosh 
say of himself^ that he was bom to be the pro- 
fessor of an university. Happy, and for ages 
celebrated, would have been the university, 
which had so possessed him, but in this view he 
was unjust to himself. Still, however, his style 
of speaking in Parliament was certainly more 
academic than forensic ; it was not sufficiently 
short and quick for a busy and impatient as- 
sembly. He often spoke over the heads of his 
hearers — ^was too much in advance of feeling 
for their sympathies, and of rea5oning for their 
comprehension. He began too much at the 
beginning, and went too much to the right and 
left of the question, making rather a lecture or 
a dissertation than a speech. His voice was 
bad and nasal ; and though nobody was in re- 
ality more sincere, he seemed not only not to 
feel, but hardly to think what he was saying. 

Tour father had very little science, and no 
great knowledge of physics. His notions of 
his early pursuit — the study of medicine — were 
imperfect and antiquated, and he was but an 
indiffi:rent classical scholar, for the Greek lan- 
guage has never crossed the Tweed in any great 
force. In history the whole stream of time was 
open before him; he had looked into every 
moral and metaphysical question from Plato to 
Paley, and had waded through morasses of in- 
ternational law, where the step of no living 
man could follow him. Political economy is 
of modem invention ; I am old enough to recol- 
lect when every judge on the bench (Lord El- 
don and Serjeant Runnington excepted,) in their 
charges to the grand juries, attributed the then 
high prices of com to the scandalous combina- 
tion of fanners. Sir James knew what is com- 
monly agreed upon by political economists, 
without uking much pleasure in the science, 
and with a disposition to blame the very specu- 
lative and metaphysical disquisitions into which 
it has wandered, but with a full conviction also 
(which many able men of his standing are 
without) of the immense importance of the sci- 
ence to the welfare of society. 

I think (though, perhaps, some of his friends 
may not agree with me in this opinion) that he 
was an acute judge of character, and of the 
good as well as evil in character. He was, in 
truth, with the appearance of distraction and of 
one occupied with other things, a very minute 
observer of human nature ; and I have seen him 
analjTze, to the very springs of the heart, men 
who had not the most distant suspicion of the 
sharpness of his vision, nor abelier that he could 
read any thing but books. 

Sufficient justice has not been done to his po- 
litical integrity. He was not rich, was from the 
northern part of the island, possessed great fa- 
cility of tMDper, and had dierefore tvery ezeiu* 
63 



for political lubricity, which that vice (mora 
common in those days than I hope it will ever 
be again) could possibly require. Invited by 
every patty, upon his arrival from India, he re- 
mained steadfast to his old friends the whigs, 
whose admission to office, or enjoyment of po- 
litical power, would at that period have been 
considered as the most visionary of all human 
speculations; yet, during his lifetime, every 
body seemed more ready to have forgiven the ter* 
giversation of which he was not guilty, than to 
admire the actual firmness he had displayecl. 
With all this he never made the slightest tffotta 
to advance his interests with his politieal 
friends, never mentioned his sacrifices nor hii 
services, expressed no resentment at negieet, 
and was therefore pushed into such situations as 
fall to the lot of the feeble and delicate in a crowd. 

A high merit in Sir James Mackintosh ma 
his real and unaffected philanthropy. He did 
not make the improvement of the great mass 
of mankind an engine of popularity, and a step, 
ping stone to power, but he had a genuine love 
of human happiness. Whatever might assuage 
the angry passions, and arrange the conflicting 
interests of nations ; whatever could promoM 
peace, increase knowledge, extend commeree^ 
diminish crime, and encourage industiy ; whav 
ever could exalt human character, and could 
enlarge human understanding ; straek at once 
at the heart of your father, and roused all his 
faculties. I have seen him in a moment when 
this spirit came upon him — ^like a great sUp 
of wai^-cut his cable, and spread his enormoni 
canvass, and launch into a wide sea of reason- 
ing eloquence. 

But though easily warmed by great schemes 
of benevolence and human improvement, Ida 
manner was cold to individuals. There was 
an apparent want of heartiness and cordiality. 
It seemed as if he had more affection for the 
species than for the ingredients of which it was 
composed. He was in reality very hospitable, 
and so fond of company, that he was hardly 
happy out of it ; but he did not receive his friendn 
with that honest joy which warms more than 
dinner or wine. 

This is the good and evil of vour tkther 
which comes uppermost If he had been arro- 
gant and grasping ; if he had been faithless and 
false; if he had always been eager to strangle 
infant genius in its cradle ; always ready to be- 
tray and to blacken those with whom he sat at 
meat ; he would have passed many men, who^ 
in the course of his long life, have passed him ; 
but, without selling his soul for pottage, if be 
only had had a little more pmdence for Ae pro- 
motion of his interests, and more of angiy pas- 
sions for the punishment of those detractors 
who envied his fame and presumed upon his 
sweetness; if he had been more aware of his 
powers, and of that space which nature intended 
him to occupy: he would have acted agr^ 
part in life, and remained a character in his- 
tory. As it is, he has left, in many of the best 
men in England, and of the continent, the dee|^ 
est admiration of his talents, his wisdom, hia 
knowledge and his benevolence. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 



Very truly yoors, 



fSMBXHL. 
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A LETTER 



LORD JOHN RUSSELL. 



TBoveB,apoii the whole, your residence and 
plarftlUy bill is a good bill, and although I think 
It (thanks to your kind attention to the sugges- 
tions of various clergymen) a much better bill 
thaa that of last year, there are still some 
important defects in it, which deserve amend- 
niAOt and correction. 

pQge 13, Sta 31^ — ^It would seem, from this 
section^ that the repairs are to depend upon the 
Will of the bishop, and not upon the present law 
of the land. A bishop enters into the house 
of a non-resident clergyman, and finds it neither 
I>apered, nor painted — ^he orders these decora^ 
tive repairs. In the mean time the court of 
Queen s Bench have decided that substantial 
repairs, only, and not decorative repairs, can 
be recovered by an incumbent from his prede- 
cessor ; the following words should be adaed ; — 
' Provided* al wavs, that no other repairs shall be 
required bv the bishop, than such as any incum- 
bent could recover as dilapidations from the 
person preceding him in the said benefice. 

Page 19, Sec. 42. — Incumbents are to answer 
questions transmiued by the bishop, and these 
are to be countersigned by the rural dean. — 
This is another vexation to the numerous cata- 
logue of vexations entailed upon the rural 
clergy. Is every man to go before the rural 
dean, twenty or thirty miles ofi*, perhaps 1 Is 
he to go through a cross examination by the 
mral dean, as to the minute circumstance of 
twenty or thirty questions, to enter into reason- 
ings upon them, and to produce witnesses 1 
This is a most degrading and vexatious enact- 
xnenty if all this is intended ; but if the rural 
dean is to believe the assertion of every clergy. 
man upon his word only, why may not the 
bishop do so : and what is gained by the enact- 
ment! But the commissioners seem to have 
been a set of noblemen and gentlemen, who met 
once a-week, to see how they could harass the 
"irking clergy, and how they could make 
every tSiag smooth and pleasing to the bishops. 

The clause for holding two livino^s, at the in- 
terval of ten miles, is perfectly ridiculous. If 
von are to abolish pluralities, do it at once, or 
leave a man only in possession of such bene- 
fices as he can serve himself; and then the dis- 
tance should be two miles, and not a yard more. 

But common justice requires that there 
should be exceptions to your rules. For two 
hundred years pluralities within certain distan- 
ces have been allowed ; acting under the faith 
of these laws, livings have been bought and be. 
queathed to clergymen, tenable with other pre- 
ferments in their possession — upon faith in 
these laws, men and women have married — 
0daeMUd their children— laid down a certain 



plan of life, and adopted a certain rate of ex- 
pense, and ruin comes upon them in a moment 
from this thoughtless inattention to ejdstiog 
interests. I know a man whose lather dedicated 
all he had saved in a long life of retail trade, to 
purchase the next presentation to a living of 
800^ per annum, tenable under the old law, with 
another of 500L given to the son by his ccrflege. 
The whole of this clergyman's life and prof> 
pects (and he has an immense familj of chil- 
dren) are cut to pieces by your bill. It is a 
wrong thing, you will say, to hold two livings; 
I think it is, but wlnrdid not yoo, the legida*. 
ture, find this out fiAy years ago ? Why did 
you entice this man into the purchase of plu- 
ralities, by a venerable laxity of two hundred 
years, and then clap him into gaol from the new 
virtue of yesterday 1 Such reforms as these 
make wisdom and carefulness useless, and tnrn 
human life into a mere scramble. 

Page 32, Sec 69.— There are the strongest 
possible objections to this clause. The living 
is 410^ per aimum, the population above 2000 
— ^perhaps, as is often the case, one third of 
them dissenters. A clergyman does his duty 
in the most exemplary manner— dedicates his 
life to his parish, from whence he derives his 
whole support — there is not the shadow of a 
complaint against him. The bishop has, by this 
clause, acquired a right of thrusting a curate 
upon the rector at the expense of a fiAh part 
of his whole fortune. This, I think, an abomi* 
nable piece of tyranny ; and ii will turn out 
to be an inexhaustible source of favouritism 
and malice. In the bishop's bill I have in vain 
looked for a similar clause, — **That if the 
population is above 800,000, and the income 
amounts to 10,000L, an assistant to the bishop 
may be appointed by the commissioners, and a 
salary of 3000^ per annum allotted to him." 
This would have l)een honest and manly, U> 
have begun with the great people. 

But mere tyranny and episcopal malice are 
not the only evils of this clause, nor the 
greatest evils. Every body knows the extreme 
activity of that part of the English church which 
is denominated evangelical, and their industry 
in bringing over every body to their habits of 
thinking and acting ; now see what will hap- 
pen from the following clause : ** And when- 
ever the population of any benefice shall 
amount to 2000, and it shall be made appear to 
the satisfaction of the bishop, that a stipend cao 
be provided for the payment of a curate, by 
voluntary contribution or otherwise, withoai 
charp^c to the incumbent, it shall be lawful for 
the bishop to require the spiritual person, hold- 
ing the same, to nominate a fit person to be 
licensed as such curate, whatever may be the 
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annual valae of such benefice ; and if, in either 
of the said cases, a fit person shall not be nomi- 
nated to the bishop within two months after his 
requisition for that purpose ^hall have been de- 
livered to the incumbent, it shall be lawful for 
the bishop to appoint and license a curate." A 
clause worthy of the VicarofWrexhill himself. 
Now what will happen 1 The bishop is a Calvi* 
nistic bishop ; wife, children, chaplains, Calvin- 
ized up to the teeth. The Mtrious people of the 
parish meet together, and agree to give an hun- 
dred pounds per annum, if Mr. Wilkinson is ap- 
pointed. It requires very little knowledge of 
human nature to predict, that at the expiration 
of two months Mr. Wilkinson will be the man ; 
and then the whole parish is torn to pieces with 
jealousies, quarrels, and comparisons between 
the rector and the delightful Wilkinson. The 
same scene is acted (mutatis mutandis), where 
the bishop sets his face against Calvlnistic prin- 
ciples. The absurdity consists in suffering the 
appointment of a curate by private subscrip- 
tion ; in other words, one cleiigyman in a parish 
by nomination^ the other by eltOion; and, in this 
way, religion is brought into contempt by their 
jeidousies and quarrels. Little do you know, 
my dear lord, of the state of that country you 
govern, if you suppose this will not happen. I 
have now a diocese in my eye,'where, I am posi- 
tively certain, that in less than six months after 
the passing of this bill, there will not be a sin- 
gle parish of 2000 persons, in which yon will 
not find a subscription curate, of evangelical 
habits, canting and crowing over the regular 
and established clermnan of the parish. 

In the draft of the fifth report, upon which, I 
presume your dean and chapter bill is to be 
founded, I see the rights of patronage are to be 
conceded to present incumbents. This is very 
high and honourable conduct in the commis- 
sioners, and such as deserves the warmest 
thanks of the clergy ; it is always dUficult to re- 
tract, much more difficult to retract to inferiors ; 
but it is very virtuous to do so when there 
can be no motive for it but a love of justice. 

Your whole bill is to be one of retrenchment, 
and amputation ; why add fresh canons to St. 
Paul's and Lincoln 1 Nobody wants them ; 
the cathedrals go on perfectly well without them; 
they take away each of them 1600^ or 1000^ 
per annum, from the fund for the improvement 
of small livings ; they give, to be sure, a consi- 
derable piece of patronage to the Bishops of 
London and Lincoln, who are commissioners, 
and they preserve a childish and pattern-like 
uniformity in cathedrals. But the first of these 
motives is corrupt, and the last silly : and, there- 
fore, they cannot be ydur motives. 

You cannot plead the recommendation of the 
commission for the creation of these new 
canons, for you have flung the commission 
overboard ; and the reformers of the churchare 
no longer archbishops and bishops, but Lord 
John Russell — not those persons to whom the 
crown has entrusted the task, but Lord Martin 
Luther, bred and born in our own island, and 
nourished by the Woburn spoils and confisca- 
tions of the church. The church is not with- 
out friends, but those friends have said there 
can be no danger of measures which are sanc- 
uoned by the highest prelates of the chnrch ; 



but you have chased away the bearers, and 
taken the ark into your own possession. Do 
not forget, however, if you have deviated from 
the plan of your brotlier commissioners, that 
yon nave given to them a perfect right to op- 
pose you. 

This unfair and wasteful creation of new 
canons, produces a great and scandalous injus- 
tice to 8l Paul's and Lincoln, in the distnbu- 
tion of their patronage. The old members of 
all other cathedrals, will enjoy the benefit of 
survivorship, till they subside into the magie 
number of four ; up to that point, then, every 
fresh death will add to the patronage of the re- 
maining old members ; but in the ehnrehes of 
Lincoln and 8t Paul's, the old members win 
immediately have one-fifth of Uieir patronage 
taken away by the creation of a fifth canon to 
share it. This injustice and partiality are so 
monstrous, that the two prelates in question 
will see that it is necessary to their own cha^ 
racter to apply a remedy. Nothing is more 
easy than to do so. Let the bishop's canon have 
no share in the distribution of the patronage, till 
after the death of all those who were residentia- 
Ties at the passing of the bill. 

Your dean and chapter bill will, I am afraid, 
cut down the great preferments of the church 
too much. 

Take for your fund only the non-resident 
prebends, and leave the number of resident 
prebends as they are, annexing some of them 
to poor livings with large populations. I am 
sure this is all (besides the abolition of plurali- 
ties), which, ought to be done, and all that would 
be done, if the commissioners were to begin A 
novo from this period, when bishops ilave reco- 
vered from their fright, dissenters shrunk into 
their just dimensions, and the foolish and 
exaggerated expectations from reform have 
vanished away. The great prizes of the church 
induce men to carry, and fathers and uncles to 
send into the church considerable capitals, and 
in this way, enable the clergy to associate with 
gentlemen, and to command that respect which, 
in all countries, and above all in this, depends 
so much on appearances. Your bill, abolishing 
pluralities, and taking away, at the same time, 
so many dignities, leaves the Church of Bng^ 
land so destitute of great prizes, that, as fkr as 
mere emolument has any influence, it will be 
better to dispense cheese and butter in small 
quantities to the public, than to enter into the 
church. 

There are admirable men, whose honest and 
beautiful zeal carries them into die church 
without a moment's thought of its emoluments. 
Such a man, combining ihe manners of a gen- 
tleman with the acquirements of a scholar, 
and the zeal of an apostle, would overawe mer- 
cantile grossness, and extort respect fhim inso- 
lent opulence; but I am talking of avenge 
vicars, mixed natures, and eleven tbonsand 
parish priests. If you divide the great emolu- 
ments of the church into little portions, such 
as butlers and head game-keepers receive, you 
very soon degrade materially the style andcha 
racter of the English clergv- If I were dictator 
of the church, as Lord Durham is to be of 
Canada, I would preserve the resident, Imd abo- 
lish, forihe purposes of a ftind, tlM nous^tftUseox 
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prebends. Tbia is the principal and most im- 
portant alteration in your dean and chapter bill, 
which it is not too late to make, and for which 
every temperate and rational man ought to 
strive. 

Ton will, of conrse, consider me as a defender 
of abuses. I have all my lifb been just the eon* 
trary, vid I remember, with pleasure, thirty 
years ago, old Lord Stowell sajring to me, ** Mr. 
Smith, you would have been a much richer man 
if yon had joined ns." I like, my dear lord, the 
road you are travelling, but I don't like the pace 
yon are driving ; too similar to that of the son 
ofNimshL I always feel inclined to cry out. 
Gently, John, gently down hill. Put on the drag. 
We shall be over if yon go so quick — ^jron'll do 
ns a mischiefl 

Remember, as a philosopher, that the Church 
of England now is a very different institution 
fh>m what it was twenty years ago. It then op- 
pressed every sect ; they are now all free — all 
ejtempt from the tyranny of an establishment ; 
and the only real cause of complaint for dissen- 
ters is, that they can no longer find a grievance 
and enjoy the distinction of being persecuted. 
I have alwajTs tried to reduce them to this state, 
and I do not pity them. 

Ton have expressed your intention of going 
beyond the fifth report, and limiting deans to 
SOOOA per annum, and canons to 1000/. This 
is, I presume, in conformity with the treatment 
of the bishops, who are limited to from 4600^ to 
5000L per annum; and it wears a fine appear- 
ance of impartial justice ; but for the dean and 
canon the sum is a maximum — in bishops it is a 
maximum and minimum too ; a bishop cannot 
have less than 46002., a canon may have as little 
as the poverty of his church dooms him to, but 
he cannot have more than 10002. ; bnt there may 
be canonries of 6002., or 6002., or 7002. per annum, 
and a few only of 10002. ; many deaneries of 
from 10002. to 16002. per annum ; and only a 
very few above 30002. If you mean to make 
the world believe that you are legislating for 
men without votes, as benevolently as you did 
for those who have votes in Parliament, you 
should make tip the allowance of every canon 
to 10002L, and every dean to 20002. per annum, 
or leave them to the present lottery of blanks and 
prizes. Besides, too, do I not recollect some 
remarkable instances, in your bishop's act, of 
doviation from this rigid standard of episcopal 
wealth 1 Are not the archbishops to have the 
enormous sums of 16,0002. and 12,0002. per an- 
num I is not the Bishop of London to have 
10,0002. per annum 1 Are not all these three 
prelates commissioners ? And is not the rea- 
son alleged for the enormous income of the 
Bishop of London, that everything is so expen- 
sive in the metropolis 1 Do not the deans of 
8t PauFs and Westminster, then, live in Lon- 
don alsol And can the Bishop of London sit 
ia his place in the House of Lords, and not urge 



for those dignitaries the same reasons which 
were so successful in securing sach ample 
emoluments for his own seel My old friend, 
the Bishop of Durham, has 60002. per annum se- 
cured to him. I am heartily glad of it ; what pos- 
sible reason can there be for giving him more 
than other bishops, and not giving the Dean of 
Durham more than other deans t that is, of leav. 
ing to him one half of his present income. It is 
impossible this can be a clap-trap for Joseph 
Hume, or a set-off against the disasters of Cana- 
da ; you are too honest and elevated for this. I 
cannot comprehend what is meant by such 
gross partiality and injustice. 

Why are the economists so eagerly in the 
field 1 The public do not contribute one half* 
penny to the support of deans and chapters ; it 
IS not proposed by any one to confiscate the 
revenues of the church ; the whole is a question 
of distribution, in what way the revenues of the 
church can be best administered for the public 
good. But whatever may bethe respective 
shares of Peter or Paul, the public will never be 
richer or poorer by one shilling. 

When your dean and chapter bill is printed, 
I shall take the liberty of addressing yon again. 
The clergy naturally look with the greatest 
anxiety to these two bills ; they think that yon 
will avail yourself of this opportunity to punish 
them for their opposition to your government 
in the last elections. They are afraid that yoar 
object is not so much to do good as to gratify 
your vanity, by obtaining the character of a 
great reformer, and that (now the bishops are 
provided for) you will varnish over your politi- 
cal mistakes by increased severity against the 
church, or, apparently struggling tor their good, 
see with inexpressible delight the clergy deli- 
vered over to the tender mercies of the radicals. 
These are the terrors of the clergy. I judge yon 
with a very different judgment. Ton are a re- 
ligious man, not unfriendly to the church ; and 
but for that most foolish and fatal error of the 
church rates (into which you were led by a man 
who knows no more of England than of Meso- 
potamia), I believe you would have gone on 
well with the church to the last There is a 
genius in action, as well as diction ; and be- 
cause you see political evils clearly, and attack 
them bravely, and cure them wisely, you are a 
man of real genius, and are most deservedly 
looked up to as the leader of the whig party in 
this' kingdom. I wish, I must confess, yen 
were rather less afraid of Joseph and Daniel ; 
but God has given you a fine understanding, 
and a fine character ; and I have so much con- 
fidence in your spirit and honour, that I am sure 
you would rather abandon your bills altogether, 
than suffer the enemies of the church to convert 
them into an engine of spoil and oppression. 
I am, &c. 
I 8TDNET SMITH. 
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SERMON 



DUTIES OF THE QUEEN. 



Daniel^ it. 31. 
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I DO not think I am getting out of the fair 
line of duty of a minister of the gospel, if; at 
the beginning of a new reign, I take a short 
review of the moral and religions state of the 
country ; and to point out what those topics 
are which deserve the most serious consiaera- 
tion of a wise and a Christian people. 

The death of a king is always an awful les- 
son to mankind; and it produces a more 
solemn pause, and creates more profound re- 
flection than the best lessons of the best teach- 
ers. 

From the throne to the tomb — ^wealth, splen- 
dour, flattery, all gone ! The look of favour — 
the voice of power, no more; — the deserted 
palace — the wretched monarch on his funeral 
bier — the 'monrners ready — the dismal march 
of death prepared. Who are we, and what are 
we ? and for what has God made usi and why 
are we doomed to this frail and unquiet exist- 
ence ? Who does not feel all this 1 in whose 
heart does it not provoke appeal to and d^pend^ 
ence on God 1 before whose eyes does it not 
bring the folly and nothingness of ill things 
haman ? 

But a good king must not go to his grave 
without that reverence from the people which 
his virtues deserved. And I will state to you 
what those virtues were, state it to you honestly 
and fairly ; for I should heartily despise my- 
self, if from this chair of truth I would utter 
one word of panegyric of the great men of die 
earth, which I could not aver before the throne 
of God. 

The late monarch, whose loss we have to 
deplore, was sincere and honest in his political 
relations ; he put his trust really where he put 
his trust ostensibly — and did not attempt to un- 
dermine, by secret means, those to wnom he 
trusted publicly the conduct of afiairs ; and I 
must beg to remind you that no vice and no 
virtue are indifferent in a monarch; human 
beings are very imitative ; there is a fashion in 
the higher qualities of our minds, as there is 
in the lesser considerations of life. It is by no 
means indifferent to the morals of the people 
at large, whether a tricking perfidious king is 
placed on the throne of these realms, or whether 
the sceptre is swayed by one of plain and 
manly character, walking ever in a straight 
line, on tbo firm gnnir.d of truth, under the 
searching eye of God. 



The late king was of a sweet and Cbristiaii 
disposition ; he did not treasure up little ani* 
mosities, and indulge in vindictive (eellDgs; ha 
had no enemies but the enemies of the couo* 
try ; he did not make the memory of a king a 
fountain of wrath; the feelings of the indivi- 
dual (where they required any control) were ia 
perfect subjection to the just conception he had 
formed of his high duties ; and every one near 
him found it was a government of principle, 
and not of temper; not of caprice, not of ma^ 
lice couching in high places, and watching an 
opportunity of springing on its victim. 

Our late monarch had the good namre of 
Christianity; he loved the happiness of all the 
Individuals about him, and never lost an op- 
portunity of promoting it ; and where the heart 
is good, and the mind active, and the means 
ample, this makes a luminous and beautiful 
life, which gladdens the nations, and leads 
them, and turns men to the exercise of virmc^ 
and the great work of salvation. 

We may honestly say of oor late mnvereiai 
fhat he loved his countiy, and was sensiUjr 
alive to its glory and its happiness. When hie 
entered into his palaces he did not say, •<AU 
this is my birthright, I am entitled to it— it is 
my due — how can I gain more splendour 1 how 
can I incrMse all the pleasures of the senses t" 
but he looked upon it all as a memorial thai 
he was to repay by example, bv attention, and 
by watchfulness over the public interests, the 
auectionate and lavish expenditure of his sub- 
jects ; and this was not a decision of reason, 
but a feeling, which hunied him away. When- 
ever it was pointed out to him that England 
could be made more rich, or more happy, or 
rise higher in the scale of nations, or he better 
guided in the straight path of the Christian 
faith, on all such occasions he rose above hii&> 
self; there was a warmth, and a truth, and an 
honesty, which it was impossible to mistake; 
the gates of his heart were flung open, and that 
heart throbbed and beat for the land which his 
ancestors had rescued from slavery, and go. 
vemed with justice : — ^but he is gone — and let 
fools praise conquerors, and say the great I<)a- 
poleon pulled down this kingdom and destroyed 
that army, we will thank God for a king who 
has derived his quiet glory from the peace of 
his realm, and who has founded his own hap- 
piness upon the happiness of Tiis people. 
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But tke worid passes od, and a new order of 
things arises. Let ns take a short view of those 
duties which devolve upon the young queen, 
whom Providence has placed over us — ^what 
ideas she ought to form of her duties — and on 
what points she should endeavour to place the 
glories of her reign. 

First and foremost, I think, the new queen 
should hend her mind to the very serious con- 
sideration of educating the people. Of the 
importance of this, I think no reasonable doubt 
can exist ; it does not, in its effects, keep pace 
with the exaggerated expnectations of its inju- 
dicious advocates, but it presents the best 
chance of national improvement 

Reading and writing are mere increase of 
power. They may be turned, I admit, to a 
good, or a bad purpose ; but for several years 
of his life the child is in your hands, and yon 
may give to that power what bias you please : 
thou shalt not kill — ^thou shalt not 8teal---thou 
Shalt not bear fklse witness ^~by how many 
fables, bv how much poetry, by how many 
beautiful aids of imagination, may not the fine 
morality of the Sacred Scriptures be engraven 
on the minds of the yoimg 1 I believe the arm 
of the assassin may be often stayed by the les- 
sons of his eariy life. When I see the village 
school, and the tattered scholars, and the aged 
master or mistress teaching the mechanical art 
of reading or writing, and thinking Aat they 
are teaching that alone, I feel that the aged in- 
structor Is protecting life, insuring property, 
fencing the altar, guarding the throne, giving 
space and liberty to all the fine powers of man, 
and lifting him up to his own place in the order 
of creation. 

There are, I am sorry to say, many countries 
in Europe, which have taken the lead of Eng- 
land in tne great business of education, and it 
is a thoroughly commendable, and legitimate 
object of ambition in a sovereign to overtake 
them. The names too, of malefactors, and the 
nature of iheir crimes are subjected to the sove- 
reign ^— howls it possible that a sovereign, with 
the fine feelings of youth, and with all the gentle- 
ness of her sex, should not ask herself, whether 
the human being whom she dooms to death, or 
at least does not rescue from death, has been 
pToperiy warned in early youth of the hoirors 
of that crime for which his life is forfeited 1 
••Did he ever receive any education at all 1 — 
—did a father and mother watch over him ! — 
was he broueht to places of worship ? — was the 
Word of Ood explained to him I—was the book 
of knowledge opened to him 1— Or am I, the 
fountain of mercy, the nursing-molher of my 
people, to send a foisaken wretch from the 
streets to the scaffold, and to prevent, by un- 
principled cruelty, the evils of unprincipled ne- 

Manv of the objections found against the 
general fi^ducation of the people are utterly un- 
tenable : where all are educated, education can- 
not be a source of distinction and a subject for 
pride. The great source of labour is want; 
iind as long as the necessities of life call for 
flbour— labour is sure to be supplied. All 
these fears are foolish and imaginary ; the great 
.fse and the great importance of education pro- 
r-oriy conducted are, that it creates a great bias 



in favour of virtue and religion, at a period of 
life when the mind is open to all the impres- 
sions which saperior wisdom may choose to 
affix upon it ; the sum and mass of these len^ 
dencies and inclinations make a good and vir- 
tuous people, and draw down upon us the bless- 
ing and protection of Almighty God. 
. A second great object which I hope will be 
impressed upon the mind of this royal lady is, 
a rooted horror of war— an earnest and pas- 
sionate desire to keep her people in a state of 
profound peace. The greatest curse which can 
be entailed upon mankind is a state of war. 
All the atrocious crimes committed in years of 
peace — all that is spent in peace by the secret 
corruptions,. or by the thoughtless extravagance 
of nations, are mere trifles compared with the 
gigantic evils which stalk over the world in a 
state of war. God is forgotten in war^-eveiy 

grinciple of Christian charity trampled upon— 
uman labour destroyed— human industry ex- 
tinguished;— you see the son and the husband 
and the brother dying miserably in distant lands 
— ^you see the waste of human affections — ^yon 
see the breaking of human hearts — ^you hear 
the shrieks of widows and children after the 
battle— and yon walk over the mangled bodies 
of the wounded calling for death. I would say 
to that royal child, worship God, by loving 
peace — ^it is not your humanity to pity a beggar 
by giving him food or raiment — / can do that; 
that is the chari^ of the humble, and the un- 
known — ^widen you your heart for the more ex- 
panded miseries of mankind— pity the mothen 
of the peasantry who see their sons torn away 
from their families — pity your poor subjecu 
crowded into hospitals, and calling in their last 
breath upon their distant coundy and their 
young queen— pity the stupid, frantic folly of 
human beings who are always ready to tear 
each other to pieces, and to deluge the earth 
with each others blood ; this is jronr extended 
humanityy-and this the great field of your com- 

I)assion. Extinguish in your heart the fiendish 
ove of military glory, from which your sex 
does not necessarily exempt you, and to which 
the wickedness of flatterers may urge you. Say 
upon your death-bed, •'I have made few orphans 
in my reign — ^I have made few widows — my 
object has been peace. I have used all the 
weight of my character, and all the power of my 
situation, to check the irascible passions of 
mankind, and to turn them to the arts of honest 
industry: this has been the Christianity of my 
throne, and this the Gospel of my sceptre ; in 
this way I have strove to worship my Redeemer 
and my Judge." 

I would add (if any addition were wanted as 
a part of the lesson to youthful royalty), the 
utter folly of all wars of ambition, where the 
object sought for— if attained at all— is com- 
monly attained at manifold its real value, and 
often wrested, after short enjoyment, from its 
possessor, by the combined indignation and just 
vengeance of the other nations of the worid. It 
is all misery, and folly, and impiety, and cru- 
elty. The atrocities, and horrors, dnd disgusts 
of war, have never been half enough insisted 
upon by the teachers of the people; but the 
worst of evils and the greatest of follies, have 
been varnished over with specious names, and 
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the gigantic robbers and mnrderers of the world 
have been holden np, for their imitation, to the 
weak eyes of youth. May honest eoonsellors 
keep this poison from the mind of the young 
qneen. May she lore what God bids, and do 
what makes men happy ! 

I hope the qneen will love the national church, 
and protect it; bat it mnst be impressed upon, 
her mind, that every sect of Christians have as 
perfect a right to the free exercise of their wor- 
ship as the church itself— that there must be no 
invasion of the privileges of other seels, and no 
contemptuous disrespect of their feelings — that 
the altar is the very ark and citadel of freedom. 

Some persons represent old age as miserable, 
because it brings with it the pains and infirmi- 
ties of the body ; but what gratification to the 
mind may not old age bring with it in this 
conntiy of wise and rational improvement 1 I 
have lived to see the immense improvements 
of the Church of England ; all its powers of 
persecution destroyed— its monopoly of civil 
ofiices expunged from the book of the law, and 
all its unjust and exclusive immunities leveled 
to the ground. The Church of England is now 
a rational object of love and admiration — ^it is 
perfectly compatible with civil freedom — it is an 
institution for worshipping God, and not a cover 
for gratifying secular insolence, and minister- 
ing to secular ambition. It will be the duty of 
those to whom the sacred trust of instructing 
our youthful queen is entrusted, to lead her at- 
tention to these great improvements incur reli- 
gious establishments ; and to show to her how 
possible, and how wise it is, to render ihe solid 
advantages of a national church compatible 
with the civil rights of those who cannot assent 
to its doctrines. 

Then again, our youthful ruler must be very 
slow to believe all the exaggerated and violent 
abuse which religious sects indulge in against 
each other. She will find, for instance, that the 
Catholics, the great object of our horror and 
aversion, have (mistaken as thejr are) a great 
deal more to say in defence of their tenets than 
those imagine who indulge more in the luxury 
of Invective than in the labour of inquiry — 
xhe will find in that sect, men as enlightened, 
talents as splendid, and probity as firm, as in 
onr own church ; and she will soon learn to ap- 
preciate, at its just value, fhat exaggerated 
hatred of sects which paints the Catholic faith 
(the religion of two-thirds of Europe) as utterly 
incompatible with the safety, peace and order 
of the world. 

It will be a sad vexation to all loyal hearts 
and to all rationally pions minds, if our sove- 
reign should fall into the common error of mis- 
taken fanaticism ibr religion : and in this way 
fling an air of discredit upon real devotion. It 
is. I am afraid, unquestionably the fault of the 
age ; her youth and her sex do not make it 
more improbable, and the wannest eflTorts of 
that description of persons will not be wanting 
to gain over a convert so illustrious, and so 
Important. Should this take ijlace, the conse- 
quences will be serious and distressing — the 
land will be inundated w'wh hypocrisy — absurd- 
ity will be heaped upon absurdity— there will . 
be a race of folly and extravagance for royal ' 
lavonr. and he who is rarlhesi removed from 



reason will make the nearest approach to di** 
tinction; and then follow the usual conse- 
quences ; a weariness and disgust of religion 
itself, and the foundation laid for an age of im« 
piety and infidelity. Those, then, to whom 
these matters are delegated, will watch care- 
fully over every sign or this excess, and guard 
from the mischievous intemperance of enthia* 
siasm those feelings and that understanding, 
the healthy state of which bears so strongly 
and intimately upon the happiness of a whole 
people. 

Though I deprecate the bad effects of fanati- 
cism, I earnestly pray that our young sovereign 
may evince herself to be a person of deep re- 
ligious feeling : what other cure has she for all 
the arrogance and vanity which her exalted 
position must engender ? for all the flattery and 
falsehood with which she must be surrounded! 
for all the soul-corrupting homage with which 
she is met at every moment of her existence 1 
what other cure than to cast herself down in 
darkness and solitude before God — to say that 
she is dust and ashes — and to call down the 
pity of the Almighty upon her difficult and 
dangerous life 1 This is the antidote of king? 
against the slavery and the baseness which 
surround them — they should think of\en of 
death — and the folly and nothingness of the 
world, and they should humble their souls be- 
fore the Master of masters, and the King of 
kings; praying to Heaven for wisdom and 
calm reflection, and for that spirit of Christian 
gentleness which exalts command into an «>m- 
pire of justice, and turns obedience into a ser- 
vice of love. 

A wise man struggling with adversity is said 
by some heathen writer to be a spectacle <m 
which the gods might look down with pleasure 
—but where is there a finer moral and religious 
picture, or one more deserving of divine £m 
vour, than that of which, perhaps, we are now 
beginning to enjoy the blessed reality 1 

A young queen, at that period of life which 
is commonly given up to frivolous amusement, 
sees at once the great principles by which she 
should be guided, and steps at once into the 
great duties of her station. The importance 
of educating the lower orders of the people is 
never absent from her mind; she takes up this 
principle at the beginning of her life, and in 
all the change of servants, and in all the strug- 
gle of parties, looks to it as a source of per- 
manent improvement. A great object of her 
affections is the preservation of peace; she 
regards a state of war as the greatest of all 
human evils, thinks that the lust of conqliest 
is not a glory but a bad crime ; despises the 
folly and miscalculations of war, and is will- 
ing to sacrifice every thing to peace, but the 
clear honour of her land. 

The patriot queen, whom I am painting, re- 
verences the national church — frequents its 
worship, and regulates her faith by its precepts ; 
but she withstands the encroachments, and 
keeps down the ambition natural to establish- 
ments, and, by rendering the privileges of the 
church compatible with the civil freedom of all 
sects, confers strength upon, and adds duration 
to, that wise and magnificent mslitution. And 
then this youthful monarch, profoundly but 
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wisely religioas, disdaining hypocrisy, and far 
abore the childish follies of false piety, oasts 
herself upon God, and seeks from the Gospel 
of his blessed Son a path for her steps and a 
comfort for her sooL Here is a pictnre which 
warms every English heart, and would bring 
all this congregation upon their bended knees 
before Alnugfaty God to pray it mnj be realized. 
What limits to the glory and happiness of onr 
native land, if the Creator should in his mercy 
have placed in the heart of this royal woman 
the rudiments of wisdom and mercy ; and if, 



giving them tune to ezpand* and to bless ow 
children's children .with her goodness. He 
should grant to her a long aqjonming upoa 
earth, and leave her to rei gi o ver as till she is 
well stricken in years t What glory | what 
happiness! what joy! what bounty of God! 
I of course can only expect to see the begin- 
ning of such a splendid period; bat when I dc 
see it, I shall exclaim with Uie Psalmistr- 
«Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart is 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.* 
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Tns lawyer, who is thus represented to have 
tempted our blessed Saviour, does not seem to 
have been very much in earnest in the ques- 
lion which he asked : his object does not ap- 
pear to have been the acquisition of religious 
Knowledge, but the display of human talent 
He did not say to himself, I will now draw near 
to this august being; I wUl inform mjrself from 
the fountain of truUi, and fh>m the very lips of 
Christ; I will learn a lesson of salvation ; but 
it occurred to him, that in such a gathering to- 
gether of the Jews, in such a moment of public 
agitation, the opportunity of display was not to 
be neglected : full of that internal confidence 
which men of talents so ready, and so exercised, 
are sometimes apt to feel, he approaches our 
Saviour with all the apparent modesty of inter- 
rogation, and, saluting him with the appellation 
of Master, prepares, with all professional acote- 
ness, for his humiliation and defeat 

Talking humanly, and we must talk humanly, 
for our Saviour was then acting an human part, 
the experiment ended as all must wish an ex- 
periment to end, where levity and bad &ith are 
on one side, and piety, simplicity, and goodness 
on the other : the objector was silenced, and one 
of the brightest lessons of the Gospel elicited, 
for the eternal improvement of manidnd. 

Still, though we wish the motive for the 
question had been better, we must not foiget 
the question, and we must not forget who asked 
the question, and we must not forget who an- 
swered it, and what that answer was. The 
question was the wisest and best that ever 
came fVom the mouth of man ; the man who 
usked it was the very person who ought to 
have asked it; a man overwhelmed, probably. 



with the intrigues, the bustle, and bnsiBcss of 
lifb, and, therefore, most likely to forget the in- 
terests of another world : the answerer was oar 
blessed Saviour, through whose mediation, voi^ 
and I, and all of us, hope to live again; and the 
answer, remember, was plain and pracdeal: 
not flowery, not metaphysical, not doctrinal; 
but it said to the man off the Uw, if you wish 
to live eternally, do your du^ to God and man; 
live in this world as you oii^t to Uve; make 
yourself fit for eternity ; and then, and then 
only, God will grant to you eternal life. 

There are, probably, in this church, many 
persons of the profession of the law, who hare 
often asked before, with better faith than their 
broUber,and who do now ask this great qnestioa, 
<* What shallldo to inherit eternal lifel*^ I shall, 
therefore, direct to them some observations on 
the particular duties they owe to society, be- 
cause I think it suitable to this particular sea- 
son, because it is of much more importance Co 
tell men how they are to be Christians in detail, 
than to exhort them to be Christians general- 
ly ; because it is of the highest utility to avail 
ourselves of these occasions, to show to classes 
of mankind what those virtues are which they 
have more frequent and valuable opportunities 
of practising, and what those faults and vices 
are to which they are more particularly exp<Med. 

It falls to the lot of those who are engaged la 
the active and arduous profession of the law, 
to pass their lives in great cities, amidst sevei^ 
and incessant occapation, requiring all the fa- 
culties, and calling forth, from time to time, 
many of the strongest passions of our nature. 
In the midst of all this, rivals are to be watdied, 
superiors are to be cultivated, connections 
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eheririied ; some portion of life mast be given 
to society, and some little to relaxation and 
amasement. When, then, is the question to be 
asked, "What shall I do to inherit eternal life t" 
what leisure for the altar, what time for God 1 
I appeal to the experience of men engaged in 
this profession, whether religions feelings and 
religions practices are not, without any specu- 
latiye disbelief, perpetually sacrificed to the 
business of the world. Are not the habits of 
devotion gradually displaced by other habits of 
solicitude, hurry, and care, totally incompatible 
wiUi habits of devotion 1 Is not the taste for 
devotion lessened ? Is not the time for devo- 
tion abridged 1 Are you not more and more 
conquered against your warnings and against 
your will, not, perhaps, without pain and com- 
punction, by the mammon of life 1 and what is 
the cure for this great evil to which your pro- 
fession exposes you t The cure is, to keep a 
sacred place In your heart, where Almighty 
God is enshrined, and where nothing human 
can enter ; to say to the world, ** Thus far shalt 
thou go, and no farther ;" to remember you are a 
lawyer, without forgetting you are a Christian ; 
to wish for no more weaJth than ought to be 
possessed by an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven ; to covet no more honour than is suit- 
able to a child of God ; boldly and bravely to 
set yourself limits, and to show to others yon 
have limits, and that no professional eagerness 
and no professional activi^r shall ever induce 
you to infringe upon the rules and practices of 
religion : remember the text ; put the great ques- 
tion really, which the tempter of Christ only pre- 
tended to put. In the midst of your highest 
success, in the most perfect gratification of 
your vanihr, in the most ample increase of your 
wealth, fall down at the feet of Jesus, and say, 
<< Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life 1" 
The genuine and unaffected piety of a lawyer 
is, in one respect, of great advantage to the 
general interests of religion ; inasmuch as to 
Sie highest member of that profession a great 
share of church patronage is entnuted, and to 
him we are accustomed to look up in the sen- 
ate, for the defence of our venerable establish- 
ment; and great and momentous would be the 
loss to this nation, if any one, called to so high 
and honourable an office, were found deficient 
in this ancient, pious, and useful zeal for the 
established church. In talking to men of your 
active lives and habits, it is not possible to an- 
ticipate the splendid and exalted stations for 
which any one of you may be destined. FiAy 
years ago, the person at the head of his pro- 
fession, the greatest lawyer now in England, 
perhaps in the world, stood in this church, on 
such occasions as the present, as obscure, as 
unknown, and as ranch doubting of his future 
prospects, as the humblest individual of the 
profession here present If Providence reserve 
such honours for any one who may now chance 
to hear me, let him remember that there is re- 
quired at his hands a zeal for the established 
ehorch, but a zeal tempered by discretion, com- 
patible with Christian charity, and tolerant of 
Christian freedom. 'All human establishments 
are liable to err, and are capable of improve- 
ment : to act as if you denied this, to perpetuate 
any infringement upon the freedom of other 
hi 



sects, however vexations thatinfliogemeht, and 
however safe its removal, is not to defend an 
establishment, but to expose it to unmerited 
obloquy and reproach. Never think it neces- 
sary to be weak and childish in the highest 
concerns of life ; the career of the law opens 
to you many great and gk>rious opportunities 
of promoting the Gospel of Christ, and of doing 
good to your fellow-creatures ; Uiere is no situr 
ation of that profession in whidi yon can be 
more great and more glorious than when, in 
the f^cdness of years, and the fulness of honours, 
you are found defending that ohureh which 
first taught yon to distinguish between good 
and evil, and breathed into you the elements of 
religious life ; but when you defend thatchnrch, 
defend it with enlarged wisdom, and with the 
spirit of magnanimity ; praise its great excel- 
lencies ; do not perpetuate its little defects ; be its 
liberal defender, be its wise patron, be its real 
friend. If you can be great and bold in human 
afiairs, do not think it necessary to be narrow 
and timid in spiritual concerns ; bind yourself 
up with the real and important interests of the 
church, and hold yourself accountable to God 
for its safety; but yield up trifies to the altered 
state of the world. Fear no change which les- 
sens the enemies of that establishment, fear no 
change which increases the activity of that es- 
tablishment, fear no change which draws down 
upon it the more abundant prajrers and bless- 
ings of the human race. 

Justice is found, experimentally, to be most 
effectually promoted l^ the opposite efforts of 
practised and inp^nious men, presenting to the 
selection of an impartial judge the beat argup 
ments for the establishment and explanation of 
truth. It becomes, then» under such an arrange- 
ment, the decided duty Of an advocate to use all 
the arguments in his power to defend the canae 
he has adopted, and to leave the effects of those 
arguments to the judgment of others. How^ 
ever useful this practice may be for the pronu^ 
tion of public justice, it is not without danger 
to the individual whose practice it becomes. It 
is apt to produce a profligate indifference to 
truth in higher occasions of life, where truth 
cannot, for a moment, be trifled with, much less 
callously trampled on, much less suddenly and 
totally yielded up to the basest of human mi^ 
tives. It is astonishing what unworthy and in- 
adequate notions men are apt to form of the 
Christian faith. Christianity does not insist 
upon duties to an individual, and forget the du- 
ties which are owing to the great mass of indi- 
viduals, which we call our country ; it does not 
teach you how to benefit your neighbour, and 
leave you to inflict the most serious injuries 
upon all whose interest is bound up with you 
in the same land : I need not say to this con- 
gregation that there is a wrong and a right in 
public affairs, as there is a wrong and a right 
in private affairs. I need not prove that in aoy 
vote, in any line of conduct which affects the 
public interest, every Christian is bound, most 
solemnly and most religiously, to follow the 
dictates of his conscience. Let it be for, let it 
be against, let it please, let it displease, no 
matter with whom it sides, or what it thwarts, 
it is a solemn doty, on such occasions, to act 
from the pure dictates of conscience, and ia ^a 
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as faithfal to the interests of the great mass of 
your fellow-creatares, as yon wonld be to the 
interests of any indiyidnal of that mass. Why, 
then, if there is any truth in these obseryations, 
can that man be pnre and innocent before God, 
can he be qnite harmless and respectable before 
men, who, in mature age, at a moment's notice, 
sacrifices to wealth and power all the fixed and 
firm opinions of his life ; who puts his moral 
principles to sale, and barters his dignity and 
his soul for the baubles of the world ? If these 
temptations come across yon, then remember 
the memorable words of the text, '* What shall 
I do to inherit eternal lifel" not this— don't do 
this ; it is no title to eternity to snfier desenred 
shame among men; endure any thing rather 
than the loss of character, cling to character 
as 3ronr best possession, do not enyy men who 
pass yon in life, only becanse they are under 
Jess moral and religions restraint than yourself. 
Your object is not fame, but honourable fame ; 
your object is not wealth, but wealth worthily 
obtained ; your object is not power, but power 
gained fairly and exercised yirtnously. Long- 
snfiering is a great and important lesson in 
human life ; in no part of human life is it more 
necessary than in your arduous profession. 
The greatest men it has produced haye been at 
some period of their professional liyes ready 
to faint at the long and apparently fruitless 
journey ; and if yon look at those lives, you 
will find they haye been supported by a con- 
fidence (under God) in the general effects of 
character and industry. They haye withstood 
the allurement of pleasure, which is the first 
and most common cause of failure ; they haye 
disdained the little arts and meannesses which 
carry base men a certain way, and no further ; 
they haye sternly rejected, also, the sudden 
means of growing basely rich and dishonoura- 
bly great, with which eyery man is at one time 
or another sure to be assailed ; and then they 
haye broken out into light and glory at the last, 
exhibiting to mankind the splendid spectacle of 
great talents long exercised by difficulties, and 
high principles neyer tainted with guilt. 

After all, remember that yoor profession is 
a lottery, in which yon may lose as well as win ; 
and you must take it as a lottery, in which, 
after eyery effort of your own, it is impossible 
to command success ; for this you are not ac- 
countable, but you are accountable for your 
purity: yon are accountable for the presenta- 
tion of yonr character. It is not in eyery man's 
power to say, I will be a great and successful 
lawyer, but it is in eyery man's power to say, 
that he will (with God's assistance) be a good 
Christian, and an honest man. Whateyer is 
moral and religious is in your own power. 
If fortune deserts yoo, do not desert yourself; 
do not undenralue inward consolation; con- 
nect God with your labour ; remember you are 
Christ's senrant; be seeking always for Uie in- 
heritance of immortal life. 

I must urge you by another motive, and 
bind you by another obligation, against the 
hacrifice of public principle. A proud man, 
when he has obtained the reward, and accepted 
the wacres of baseness, enters into a severe ac- 
count with himself, and feels clearly that he has 



suffered degradation ; he may hide it by in 
creased zeal and violence, or varnish it ovei 
by simulated gaiety ; he may silence the worldl, 
but he cannot alwa}*? silence himself. If this 
is only a beginning, and you mean, hence* 
forward, to trample all principle under foot, 
that is another thing; but a man of fine parts 
and nice feelings is trjnng a very- dangerous 
experiment with his happiness, who means to 
preserve his general character, and indulge is 
one act of baseness. Such a man is not made 
to endure scorn and self-reproach ; it is far 
from being certain that he will be satisfied with 
that unscriptural bargain in which he has 
gained the honours of the world, and lost the 
purity of his soul. 

It is impossible in the profession of the law 
but that many opportunities must occur for dit 
exertion of chari^ and benevolence. I do not 
mean the charity of money, but the charity ot 
time, labour and attention ; the protection of 
those whose resources are feeble, and the in* 
formation of those whose knowledge is small 
In the hands of bad meU) the law is sometimes 
an artifice to mislead, and sometimes an engine 
to oppress. In your hands it may be, froqi 
time to time, a buckler to shield, uid a sancma- 
ry to save; yon may lift up oppressed humility, 
listen patiently to the injuries of the wretched, 
vindicate their just claims, maintain their tur. 
rights, and show, that in the hurry of hosinesi 
and the struggles of ambitioA, yon bare not 
forgotten the duties of a Christian, and the 
feeUngs of a man. It is in your power, above 
all other Christians, to combine the wisdom of 
the serpent with the innocence of the dore, 
and to fulfil, with greater acnteness and more 
perfect effect than other men can pretend to, 
the love, the lessons and the law of Christ 

I should caution the younger part of this 
profession (who are commonly selected for it 
on account of their superior tatents) to cnlti- 
vate a little more diffidence of their own pow> 
ers, and a little less contempt for received 
opinions, than is commonly exhibited at the 
beginning of their career ; mistrust of this na- 
ture teaches moderation in the formation of 
opinions, and prevents the painful necessity 
of inconsistency and recantation in future life. 
It is not possible that the ablest young men. at 
the beginning of their intellectual existence, 
can anticipate all those reasons, and dive into 
all those motives, which induce mankind to 
act as they do act, and make the world such as 
we find it to be ; and though there is, doubt- 
less, much to alter, and much to improve in 
human affairs, yet yon will find mankind not 
quite so wrong as, in the first ardour of youth, 
you supposed them to be; and you will find, as 
you advance in life, many new lights to open 
upon you, which nothing but advancing in lift 
could ever enable you to observe. I say this, not 
to check originality and vigour of mind, which 
are the best chattels and possessions of the 
world, but to check that eagerness which ar- 
rives at conclusions without sufficient pre- 
mises ; to prevent that violence which is not un- 
commonly atoned for in after-life bj-the sacri- 
fice of all principle and all opinions ; to lessen 
that contempt which prevents a young man 
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from imprcmng his own understaDding, by 
making a proper and prudent use of the un- 
derstandings of his fellow-creatures. 

There is another unchristian fault which must 
be guarded against in the profession of the 
law, and that is, misanthropy, an exaggerated 
opinion of the faults and follies of manldnd. 
It is naturally the worst part of mankind who 
are seen in courts of justice, and with whom 
the professors of the law are most conversant. 
The perpetual recurrence of crime and guilt 
insensibly connects itself with the recollections 
of the tuman race: mankind are always 
painted in the attitude of suffering and in- 
flicting. It seems as if men were bound to- 
gether by the relations of fraud and crime ; 
but laws are not made for the quiet, tiie good, 
and the just ; you see and know little of them 
in your profession, and, therefore you forget 
them ; you see the oppressor, and you let loose 
your eloquence against him ; but you do not 
see the man of s^ent charity, who is always 
seeking out objects of compassion : the faith- 
ful guardian does not come into a court of jus- 
tice, nor the good wife, nor the just servant, 
Dor the dutiful son; you punish the robbers 
who ill-treated the wayfaring man, but you 
know nothing of the good Samaritan who bound 
up his wounds. The lawyer who tempted his 
Jiaster, had heard, perhaps, of the sins of the 
woman at the feast, without knowing that she 
had poured her store of precious ointment on 
the feet of Jesus. 

Upon those who are engaged in stud3ring the 
laws of their country, devolves the honourable 
and Christian task of defending the accused ; 
a sacred duty never to be yielded up, never to 
be influenced by any vehemence, nor intensity 
of public opinion. In these times of profound 
peace, and unexampled prosperity, there is 
little danger in executing this duty, and little 
temptation to violate it; but human afiairs 
change like the clouds of heaven ; another year 
may find us, or may leave us, in all the perils 
and bitterness of internal dissension, and upon 
one of you may devolve the defence of some 
accused person, the object of men's hopes and 
fears, the single point on which the eyes of a 
whole people are bent These are the occa- 
sions which try a man's inward heart, and se- 
parate the dross of human nature from the 
gold of human nature. On these occasions, 
never mind being mixed up for a moment with 
the criminal and the crime; fling yourself 
back upon great principles, fling yourself back 
upon God; 3rield not one atom to violence, 
suffer not the slightest encroachments of in- 
justice, retire not one step before the frowns 
of power, tremble not, for a single instant, at 
the dread of misrepresentation. The great 
interests of mankind are placed in your hands ; 
it is not so much the individual you are defend- 
ing; it is not so much a matter of conse- 
quence whether this or that is proved to be a 
crime, but on such occasions, you arc often 
called upon to defend the occupation of a de- 
fender, to take care that the sacred rights be- 
longing to that character are not destroyed, that 
that best privilege of your profession, which so 
much secures our regard, and so much re- 
doimds to your credit, is never soothed by flat- 



tery, never corrupted by favour, never chiliad 
by fear. Tou may practise this wickednesf 
secretly, as you may any other wickedness; 
you may suppress a topic of defence, or soften 
an attack upon opponents, or weaken your 
own argument, and sacrifice the man who has 
put his trust in you, rather than provoke the 
powerful by the triumphant establishment of 
unwelcome innocence ; but if you do this, you 
are a guilty man before God. It is better to 
keep within the pale of honour, it is better to 
be pure in Christ, and to feel that you are pure 
in Christ ; and if the praises of mankind are 
sweet, if it is ever allowable to a Christian to 
breathe the incense of popular favour, and to 
say it is gratefhl, and good, it is when the 
honest, temperate, unyielding advocate, who 
has protected innocence from the grasp of 
power, is followed from the hall of judgment 
by the prayers and blessings of a grateful 
people. 

These are the Christian excellencies which 
the members of the profession of the law have, 
above all, an opportunity of cultivating; this 
Is your tribute to the happiness of your fellow- 
creatures, and these your preparations for 
eternal life. Do not lose God in the fervour 
and business of the world; remember that the 
churches of Christ are more solemn and more 
sacred than 3rour tribunals ; bend not before 
the judges of the king, and forget the Judge of 
judges ; search not other men's hearts without 
heeding that your own hearts will be searched ; 
be innocent in the midst of subtilty ; do not 
carry the lawful arts of your profession beyond 
your profession; but when the robe of the 
advocate is laid aside, so live that no man 
shall dare to suppose your opinions venal, or 
that your talents and energy may be bought for 
a price ; do not heap scorn and contempt upon 
your declining years, by precipitate ardour for 
success in your profession ; but set out with a 
firm determination to be unknown, rather than 
ill-known ; and to rise honestly if you rise at 
all. Let the world see that you have risen, 
because the natural probity of your heart leads 
you to truth ; because the precision and extent 
of your legal knowledge enable you to find the 
right way of doing the right thing; because a 
thorough knowledge of legal art and legal form 
is, in your hands, not an instrument of chi- 
canery, but the plainest, easiest and shortest 
way to the end of strife. Impress npon your- 
selves the importance of your profession ; con- 
sider that some of the greatest and most im- 
portant interests of the world are committed to 
your care ; that you are our protectors against 
the encroachments of power : that yon are the 
preservers of freedom, the dexbnders of weak- 
ness, the unravellers of cunning, the investi- 
gators of artifice, the humblers of pride and 
the scourges of oppression; when you are 
silent, the sword leaps from its scabbard, and 
nations arc given up to the madness of eternal 
strife. In all the civil difficulties of life, men 
depend upon your exercised faculties, andyoui 
spotless integrity ; and they require of you an 
elevation above all that is mean, and a spirit 
which will never yield when it ought not ti» 
yield. As long as your profession retains its 
character for learning, the ri^his> of mankind 
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will be w«ll arranged ; as long as it retains its 
character for Tirtnoas boldness, those rights 
will be well defended; as long as it preserves 
itself pure and incorruptible on other occasions 
not connected with jonr professions, those 
talents will nerer be nsed to the public injury 
which were intended and nurtured for the pub- 
lic good. I hope you will weigh these obser- 



TatioBS, and apply them to the busiiiess of tlw 
ensuing week, and beyond that, in the commoi 
occupations of your professions ; always bet^ 
ing in your minds the emphatic words of die 
text, and often in the hurry of your busy, actifc 
lives, honestly, humbly, heartily ezdamdngto 
the Son of God, " Master, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life 1" 
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Acts xxiii. 3. 
"SUUtt thou hare to judge me after the laWf and eommtmdeit thm me to be 
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Wrra these bold words St. Paul repressed 
the unjust violence of Uiat ruler who would 
have silenced his arguments and extinguished 
his zeal for the Christian faith. Knowing well 
the misfortunes which awaited him, prepared 
for deep and various calamity, not ignorant of 
the violence of the Jewish multitude, not un- 
used to suffer, not unwilling to die, be had not 
prepared himself for the moDstrous spectacle 
of perverted justice ; but loosing that spirit to 
whose fire and firmness we owe the very exist- 
ence of the Christian faith, he burst into that 
bold rebuke which brought back the extrava^ 
gance of power under the control of law, and 
branded it with the feelings of shame : " Sittest 
thou here to judge me after the law, and com- 
mandest thou me to be smitten, contrary to the 
lawt" 

I would observe that, in the Gospels, and the 
various parts of the New Testament, the words 
of our Saviour and of St Paul, when they 
contain any opinion, are always to be looked 
upon as lessons of wisdom to us, however in- 
cidentally they may have been delivered, and 
however shortly they may have been expressed. 
As their words were to be recorded by inspired 
writers, and to go down to fntare ages, nothing 
can have been said without reflection and de- 
sign. Nothing is to be lost, every thing is to 
be studied : a great moral lesson is oAen con- 
veyed in a few words. Read slowly, think 
deeply, let every word enter into your soul, for 
it was intended for your soul. 

I take these words of St Paul as a con- 
demnation of that man who smites contrary to 
the law ; as a praise of that man who judges 
according to the law; as a religious theme 
upon the importance of human justice to the 
happiness of mankind ; and, if it be that theme, 
it is appropriate to this place, and to the so- 
lemn public duties of the past and the ensuing 
w<»efc over which some here present will pre- 



side, at which many here present will i 
and which almost all here present will wi 

I will discuss, then, the importance of judg^ 
ing, according to the law, or, in other woidik 
of the due administration of justice upon fiie 
character and happiness of nations. And is 
so doing, I will t^gin with stating a few of 
those circumstances which may mislead eves 
good and conscientious men, and subject them 
to the unchristian sin of smiting contrary to 
the law. I will state how that justice is puri- 
fied and perfected by which the happiness and 
character of nations are affected to a good 
purpose. 

I do this with less fear of being xnisuttde^ 
stood, because I am speaking before twogreit 
magistrates, who have lived much among us; 
and whom — because they have lived much 
among us — we have all learned to respect and 
regard, and to whom no man fears to consider 
himself as accountable, because all men see 
that they, in the administration of their high 
office, consider themselves as deeply and dai^f 
accountable to God. 

And let no man say, *<Why teach such 
things ? do you think they must not have oc- 
curred to those to whom Uiey are a concern V 
I answer to this, that no man preaches novel- 
ties and discoveries ; the object of preaching 
is, constantly to remind mankind of what man- 
kind are constantly forgetting ; not to supply 
the defects of human intelligence, but to fortify 
the feebleness of human resolutions, to recall 
mankind from the by-paths where they turn, 
into that broad path of salvation which all 
know, but few tread. These plain lessons the 
humblest ministers of the Gospel may teach, 
if they are honest, and the most powerfbl 
Christians will ponder, if they are wise. No 
man, whether he bear the sword of the law, or 
whether he bear that sceptre which the ^word 
of the law cannot reach, can answer for his 
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own heart to-morrow, and can say to the teach- 
er^ — ** Thou warnest me, thou teaehest me, in 
vain." 

A Christian jndge, in a free land, should, 
with the most scnipalons exactness, gnard him- 
self from the influence of those party ftelings, 
upon which, perhaps, the presenration of poli- 
tical liberty depends, but by which the better 
reason of individuals is oAen blinded and the 
tranquillity of the public disturbed. I am not 
talking of the ostentatious display of such feel- 
ings ; I am hardly talking of any gratification 
of which the individual himself is conscious, 
but I am raising up a wise and useful jealousy 
of the encroachment of those feelings, which, 
when they do encroach, lessen the value of the 
most valuable, and lower the importance of the 
most important men in the country. I admit it 
to be extremely difficult to live amidst the agi-' 
tations, contests, and discussions of a free peo- 
ple, and to remain in that state of cool, pas- 
sionless. Christian candour which society 
expect from their great magistrates ; but it is 
the pledge that magistrate has given, it is the 
life he has taken up, it is the class of qualities 
which he has promised us, and for which he 
has rendered himself responsible; it is the 
same fault in him which want of courage 
would be in some men, and want of moral re- 
gularity in others. It runs counter to those 
very purposes, and sins against those utilities 
for which the very office was created ; without 
these qualities, he who ought to be cool, is 
heated ; he who ought to be neutral, is partial ; 
the ermine of justice is spotted ; the balance of 
justice is unpoised; the fillet of justice is torn 
off; and he who sits to judge after the law, 
smites contrary to the law. 

And if the preservation of calmness amidst 
the strong feelings by which a judge is sur- 
rounded be difficult, is it not also honourable 1 
and would it be honourable if it were not diffi- 
cult 1 Why do men quit their homes, and give 
up their common occupations, and repair to 
the tribunal of justice 1 Why this bustle and 
business, why this decoration and display, and 
why are we all eager to pay our homage to the 
dispensers of justice 1 Because we all feel 
that there must be, somewhere or other, a check 
to human passions; because we all know the 
immense value and importance of men in whose 
placid equity and mediating wisdom we can 
trust in the worst of times ; because we cannot 
cherish loo strongly and express too plainly 
that reverence we feel for men who can rise 
up in the ship of the state, and rebuke the 
storms of the mind, and bid its angry passions 
be still. 

A Christian judge, in a free land, should not 
only keep his mind clear from the violence of 
party feelings, but he should be very careful to 
preserve his independence, by seeking no pro- 
motion, and asking no favours from those who 
govern ; or at least, to be (which is an experi- 
ment not without danger to his salvation) so 
thoroughly confident of his motives and his 
conduct, that he is certain the hope of favour 
to come, or gratitude for favour past, will never 
caup« him to swerve from the strict line of duty. 
It is cften the lot of a judge to be placed, not 
only between the accuser and the accused, not 



only between the complainant and him against 
whom it is complained, but between the govern- 
ors and the governed, between the people and 
those whose lawful commands the people are 
bound to obey. In these sort of contests it un- 
fortunately happens that the rulers are some- 
times as angry as the ruled ; the whole eyes 
of a nation are fixed upon one man, and upon 
his character and conduct the stability and 
happiness of the times seem to depend. The 
best and firmest magistrates cannot tell how 
they may act under such circumstances, but 
every man may prepare himself for acting 
well under such circumstances, by cherishing 
that quiet feeling of independence, which re- 
moves one temptation to act ill. Every man 
may avoid putting himself in a situation where 
his hopes of advantage are on one side, and 
his sense of duty on the other ; such a temp- 
tation may be withstood, but it is better it should 
not be encountered. Far better that feeling 
which says, « I have vowed a vow before God ; 
I have put on the robe of justice ; farewell ava^ 
rice, farewell ambition; pass me who will, 
slight me who will, I live henceforward only 
for the great duties of life ; my business is on 
earth, my hope and my reward are in God." 

He who takes the office of a judge, as it now 
exists in this country, takes in his hands a 
splendid gem, good and glorious, perfect and 
pure. Shall he give it up mutilated, shall he 
mar it, shall he darken it, shall it emit no light, 
shall it be valued at no price, shall it excite no 
wonder ! Shall he find it a diamond, shall he 
leave it ' a stone ? What shall we say to the 
man who would wilfully destroy with fire the 
magnificent temple of God, in which I am now 
preaching? Far worse is he who ruins the 
moral edifices of the world, which time and 
toil, and many prayers to God, and many suf- 
ferings of men, have reared ; who puts out the 
light of the times in which he lives, and leaves 
us to wander amid the darkness of corruption 
and the desolation of sin. There may be, there 
probably is, in this church, some young man 
who may hereafter fill the office of an English 
judge, when the greater part of those who hear 
me are dead, and mingled with the dust of the 
grave. Let him remember my words, and let 
them form and fashion his spirit; he cannot 
tell in what dangerous and awful times he may 
be placed ; but as a mariner looks to his com- 
pass in the calm, and looks to his compass in 
the storm, and never keeps his eyes off his com- 
pass, so, in every vicissitude of a judicial life, 
deciding for the people, deciding against the 
people, protecting the just rights of kings, or 
restraining their unlawful ambition, let him 
ever cling to that pure, exalted and Christiat 
independence which towers over the little mo- 
tives of life ; which no hope of favour can infln 
ence, which no effort of power can control. 

A Christian judge in a free country shovild 
respect, on every occasion, those popular in- 
stitutions of justice which were intended for 
his control, and for our security ; to see hum- 
ble men collected accidentally from the neigh- 
bourhood, treated with tenderness and cour- 
tesy by supreme magistrates of deep learning 
and practised understanding, fh>m whose 
views they are, perha^ia^ at thAX tutsR&snx ^e& 
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fering and whose directions they do not choose 
to follow ; to see at such times every disposi* 
tion to warmth restrained, and every tendency 
to contemptnons feeling kept back ; to witness 
this submission of the great and wise» not 
when it is extorted l^ necessity, but when it 
is practised with willingness and grace, is a 
spectacle which is very grateful to English- 
men, which no other country sees, which, 
above all things, shows that a judge has a 
pure, gentle, and Christian heart, and that he 
never wishes to smite contrary to the law. 

May I add the great importance in a judge 
of courtesy to all men, and that he should, on 
all occasions, abstain from unnecessary bit^ 
temess and asperity of speech. A judge al- 
ways speaks with impunity, and always speaks 
with eiSect His words should be weighed, 
because they entail no evil upon himself, and 
much evil upon others. The language of pas- 
sion, the language of sarcasm, the language 
<^ satire, is not, on such occasions. Christian 
language ; it is not the language of a judge. 
There is a propriety of rebuke and condemns^ 
tion, the justice of which is felt even by him 
who suffers under it; but when magistrates, 
under the mask of law, aim at the offender 
more than the ofience, and are more studious 
of inflicting pain than repressing error or 
crime, the office suffers as much as the judge ; 
the respect for justice is lessened; and the 
school of pure reason becomes the hated thea- 
tre of mischievous passion. 

A Christian judge who means to be just, 
must not fear to smite according to the law ; 
he must remember that he beareth not the 
sword in vain. Under his protection we live, 
under his protection we acquire, under his 
protection we enjoy. Without him, no man 
would defend his character, no man would 
preserve his substance; proper pride, just 
gains, valuable exertions, all depend upon his 
firm wisdom. If he shrink from the severe 
duties of his office, he saps the foundation of 
social life, betrays the highest interests of the 
world, and sits not to judge according to the law. 

The topics of mercy are the smallness of 
the offence — the infrequency of the offence; 
the temptations to the culprit, the moral weak- 
ness of the culprit, the severity of the law, the 
error of the law, the different state of society, 
the altered state of feeling, and, above all, 
the distressing doubt whether a human being 
in the lowest abyss of poverty and ignorance 
has not done injustice to himself, and is not 
perishing away from the want of knowledge, 
the want of fortune, and the want of friends. 
All magistrates feel these things in the early 
exercise of their judicial power, but the 
Christian judge always feels them, is always 
tender when he is going to shed human blood ; 
retires from the business of men, communes 
with his own heart, ponders on the work of 
death, and prays to that Saviour who redeemed 
him, that he may not shed the blood of man in 
vain. 

These, then, are those faults which expose 
a map to the danger of smiting contrary to 
the law; a judge must be clear from the spirit 
of party, independent of all favour, well in- 
cfioed to the popular institutions of his coun- 



try; firm in applying the rule, mereifal la 
making the exception ; patient, gojirded in his 
speech, gentle and courteous to all. Add his 
learning, his labour, his experience, his pro- 
bity, his practised and aente faevlties, and tUs 
man is the light of the world, who adons h«- 
man life, and gives security to that lift which 
he adorns. 

Now we see the conseqnenee of that stale 
of justice tdiich this chuacter implies, and 
the explanation of all that deserved ^^nonr we 
confer on the preservation €j€ such a chaiae- 
ter, and all the wise jealousy we feel at 
the slightest injury or deterioration it may 
experience. 

The most obvious and important use of this 
perfect justice is, that it malces nations safe: 
under common circumstances, the institotioas 
of justice seem to have little or no beaiiag 
upon the safety and security of a country, bat 
in periods of real danger, when a natiba, sur- 
rounded by foreign enemies, contends not Ibr 
the boundaries of empire, but for tibe very be- 
ing and existence of empire, Uien it is that 
the advantages of just institutions are disco- 
vered. Every man feels that he has a couBtiy, 
Uiat he has something worth preserving ani 
worth contending for. Instances are remea- 
bered where the weak prevailed over dte 
strong; one man recalls to mind when a just 
and upright judge protected him from unlaw- 
ful violence, gave him back his vineyard, re- 
buked his oppressor, restored him to his rigiiti, 
published, condemned, and rectified the wroag. 
This is what is called country. Ek}ual rights 
to unequal possessions, equal justice to the 
rich and poor;^ this is what men come out to 
fight for, and to defend. Such a country has 
no legal injuries to remember, no legal mur- 
ders to revenge, no legal robbery to redress ; 
it is strong in its justice ; it is then that the 
use and object of all this assemblage of gen- 
tlemen and arrangement of juries, and the de- 
served veneration in which we hold the cha- 
racter of English judges, are understood in 
all their bearings, and in their fullest effects: 
men die for sucb things — they cannot be sub> 
dued by foreign force where such just prac- 
tices prevail. The sword of ambition is 
shivered to pieces against such a bulwark. 
Nations fall where judges are unjust, because 
there is nothing which the multitude think 
worth defending ; but nations do not fall which 
are treated as we are treated, but they rise as 
we have risen, and they shine as we hare 
shone, and die as we have died, too much used 
to justice, and too much used to freedom, to 
care for that life which is not just and free. 
I call you all to witness if there is any exag- 
gerated picture in this; the sword is just 
sheathed, the flag is just furled, the last sound 
of the trumpet has just died away. You all 
remember what a spectacle this country ex- 
hibited: one heart, one voices-one weapon, 
one purpose. And why ? Because this coun- 
try is a country of the law ; because the judge 
is a judge for the peasant as well as for the 
palace; because every man's happiness is 
guarded by fixed rules from tyranny and ca- 
price. This town, this week, the business of 
> the few next daysy would explain to any en- 



W3RK8 OF THE UV. flVBNET 8MITB. 



«S» 



lightened European why other nations did fall 
in the storms of the world, and why we did 
not fall. The Christian patience you may 
witness, the impartiality of the judgment-seat, 
the disrespect of persons, the disregaxd of 
consequences. Tincse attributes of justice do 
not end with arranging your conflicting rights, 
and mine ; they give strength to the English 
people, duration to the English name; they 
turn the animal courage of this people into 
moral and religious courage, and present to 
the lowest of mankind plain reasons and strong 
motivjBS why they should resist aggression 
from without, and bend themselves a living 
rampart round the land of their birth. 

There is another reason why every wise 
man is so scrupulously jealous of the charac- 
ter of English justice. It puts an end to civil 
dissension. What other countries obtain by 
bloody wars, is here obtained by the decisions 
of our own tribunals; unchristian passions 
are laid to rest by these tribunals ; brothers 
are brothers again; the Gospel resumes its 
empire, and because all confide in the pre- 
siding magistrate, and because a few plain 
men are ^owed to decide upon their own 
conscientious impression of mcts, civil dis- 
cord, years of conyulsion, endless crimes are 
spared ; the storm is laid, and those who came 
in clamouring for revenge, go back together 
in peace from the hall of judgment to the loom 
and the plough, to the senate and the church. 

The whole tone and tenour of public morals 
are affected by the state of supreme justice; 
it extinguishes revenge, it communicates a 
spirit of purity and uprightness to inferior 
magistrates ; it makes the great good, by taking 
away impunity; it banishes fraud, obliquity, 
and solicitation, and teaches men that the law 
is their right. Truth is its handmaid, freedom 
is its child, peace is its companion; safety 
walks in its steps, victory follows in its train : 
it is the brightest emanation of the Gospel ; it 
is the greatest attribute of God ; it is that cen- 
tre round which human motives and passions 
turn : and justice, sitting on high, sees genius 



and power, and wealth and birth, revolvms 
round her throne ; and teaches their paths, and 
marks out their orbits, and warns with a loud 
voice, and rules with a strong arm, and carries 
order and disoipKne into a world, which, but 
for her, would only be a wild waste of pas- 
sions. Look what we are, and what just laws 
have done for us : — a land of piety and charity ; 
— a land of churches and hospitals and altars ; 
— a nation of good Samaritans ; — a people of 
universal compassion. All lands, all seas, 
have heard we are brave. We have just 
sheathed that sword which defended the world ; 
we have just laid down that buckler which 
covered the nationsrof the earth. God blesses 
the soil with fertility; English looms labour 
for every climate. All the waters of the globe 
are covered with English ships. We are 
softened by fine arts, civilized by humane 
literature, instructed by deep, science; and 
every people, as they break their feudal chains, 
look to the founders and fathers of freedom 
for examples which may animate, and rules 
which may guide. If ever a nation was happy 
— if ever a nation was visibly blessed by God 
— ^if ever a nation was honoured abroad, and 
left at home under a government (which we 
can now conscientious^ call a liberal govern- 
ment) to the full career of talent, industry, 
and vigour, we are at this moment that people 
—and this is our happy lot — ^Pirst, the Gospel 
has done it, and then justice has done it; and 
he who thinks it his duty to labour that this 
happy condition of existence may remain, 
must guard the piety of these times, and he 
must watch over the spirit of justice which 
exists in these times. First he must take care 
that the altars of God are not polluted, that 
the Christian faith is retained in purity and in 
perfection ; and then turning to human afikirs, 
let him strive for spotless, incorruptible jus- 
tice ; — upraising, honouring, and loving thf just 
judge, and abhorring, as the worst enemy of 
mankind, him who is placed there to " Judge 
after the law, and who smiteb eonlrbry to tha 
law." 
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A LETTER TO THE ELECTORS, 



THE CATHOLIC QUESTION. 



Wht is not a Catholic to be believed on his 
oathi 

What says the law of the land to this extras 
vagant piece of injustice 1 It is no challenge 
against a juryman to say he is a Catholic ; he 
sits in judgment upon your life and your pro- 
perty* IHd any man ever hear it said that 
such or such a person was put to death, or that 
he lost his property, because a Catholic was 
among the jurymen 1 Is the question ever 
put? Does it ever enter into the mind of the 
attorney or the counsellor to inquire of the 
faith of the jury 1 If a man sell a horse, or a 
house, or a field, does he ask if the purchaser 
is a Catholic 1 Appeal to your own experi- 
ence, and try by that fairest of all tests, the 
justice of this enormous charge. 

We are in treaty with many of the powers 
of Europe, because we believe in the good 
faith of Catholics. Two-thirds of Europe are, 
in fact, Catholics ; are they all perjured 1 For 
the first fourteen centuries all the Christian 
world were Catholics ; did they live in a con- 
stant state of perjury 1 I am sure these objec- 
tions against the Catholics are often made by 
very serious and honest men, but I much 
doubt if Voltaire has advanced any thing 
against the Christian religion so horrible, as 
to say that two-thirds of Uiose who profess it 
are unfit for all the purposes of civil life ; for 
who is fit to live in society who does not 
respect oaths ? But if this imputation be true, 
what folly to agitate such questions as the 
civil emancipation of the Catholics. If they 
are always ready to support falsehood by an 
appeal to God, why are they suffered to breathe 
the air of England, or to drink of the waters 
of England 1 Why are they not driven into 
the howling wilderness ? But now they pos- 
sess, and bequeath, and witness, and decide 
civil rights ; and save life as physicians, and 
defend property as lawyers, and judge property 
as jurymen ; and you pass laws, enabling them 
to command all your fleets and armies,* and 
then you turn round upon the very man whom 
you have made the master of the European 
seas, and the arbiter of nations, and tell him 
he is not to be believed on his oath. 

I have lived a little in the world, but I never 
happened to hear a single Catholic even sus- 
pected of getting into office by violating his 
oath; the oath which they are accused of 
violating is an insuperable barrier to them 
all. Is there a more disgraceful spectacle in 
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the world than that of the Duke of Norfolk 
hovering round the House of Lords in flie 
execution of his office, which he cmnnot enter 
as a peer of the realm 1 disgraceftd to the 
bigotry and injustice of his country, to his own 
sense of duty, honourable in the extreme; he 
is the leader of a band of ancient and Idgh- 
principied gentlemen, who submit pattendy to 
obscurity and privation, rather than do vio- 
lence to their conscience. In all the fury of 
party, I never heard the name of a suigle 
Catholic mentioned, who was suspected of 
having gained, or aimed at, any political ad- 
vantage, by violating his oath. I have never 
heard so bitter a slander supported by the 
slightest proof. Every man in the circle of 
his acquaintance has met with Catholics, and 
lived with them probably as companions. If 
this immoral lubricity were their characteristie, 
it would surely be perceived in common life. 
Every man's experience would corroborale 
the imputation; but I can honestly say that 
some of the best and most excellent men I 
have ever met with have been Catholics ; pei^ 
fectly alive to the evil and inconvenience of 
their situation, but thinking themselves bound 
by the law of God and the law of honour, not 
to avoid persecution by falsehood and apos- 
tasy. But why (as has been asked ten thou- 
sand times before) do you lay such a stress 
upon these oaths of exclusion, if the Catholics 
do not respect oaths 1 You compel me, a 
Catholic, to make a declaration against tran- 
substantiation, for what purpose but to keep 
me out of Parliament 1 Why, then, I respect 
oaths and declarations, or else I shoiild perjure 
myself, and get into Parliament; and if I do 
not respect oaths, of what use is it to enact 
them in order to keep me out 1 A farmer has 
some sheep, which he chooses to keep from a 
certain field, and to eflfect this object, he builds 
a wall : there are two objections to his pro- 
ceeding ; the first is, that it is for the good of 
the farm that the sheep should come into the 
field ; and so the wall is not only useless, but 
pernicious. The second is, that he himself 
thoroughly believes at the time of building the 
wall, that all the sheep are in the constant 
habit of leaping over such walls. His first 
intention with respect to the sheep is absurd, 
his means more absurd, and his error is 
perfect in all its parts. He tries to do that 
which, if he succeeds, will be very foolish, and 
tries to do it by means which he himself, at 
the time of using them, admits to be inade- 
> (^\Lata to the purpose ; but I hope this objection 
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to tike oaths of Catholics is disappearing; I 
believe neither Lord Liverpool nor Mr. Peel 
(a very candid and honourable man), nor the 
archbishops (who are both gentlemen), nor 
Lord Eldon, nor Lord StoweU (whose Protest- 
antism nobody ealls in question), would make 
luch a charge. It is confined to provincial 
violence, and to the poUticians tif the second 
table. I remember hearing the Catholics from 
the hustings of an election accused of disre- 
garding oaths, and within an hour from that 
time, I saw five Catholic voters rejected, be- 
cause they would not take the oath of supre- 
macy; anid these were not men of rank who 
tendered themselves, but ordinary tradesmen. 
The accusation was received with loud huz- 
sas; the poor Catholics retired unobserved 
and in silence. No one praised the conscien- 
tious feelings of the constituents ; no one 
rebuked the calumny of the candidate, l^is 
is precisely the way in which the Catholics 
are treated ; the very same man who encou- 
rages among his partisans the doctrine that 
Catholics are not to be believed upon their 
oaths, directs his agents upon the hustings to 
be very watchful that all Catholics should be 
prevented from voting, by tendering to them 
the oath of supremacy, which he is certain not 
one of them will take. If this is not calumny 
and injustice, I know not what human conduct 
can deserve the name. 

If you believe the oath of a Catholic, see 
what he will swear, and what he will not 
swear; read the oaths he already takes, and 
say whether, in common candour or in com- 
mon sense, you can require more security 
than he offers you. Before the year 1793, the 
Catholic was subject to many more vexatious 
laws than he now is; in that year an act 
passed in his favour, but before the Catholic 
could exempt himself from his ancient pains 
and penalties, it was necessary to take an 
oath. This oath was, I believe, drawn up by 
Dr. Duigenan, the bitter and implacable enemy 
of the sect ; and it is so important an oath, so 
little known and read in England, that I can- 
not, in spite of my wish to be brief, abstain 
from quoting it. I deny your right to call no 
Popery, till yon are master of its contents. 

** I do swear, that I do abjure, condemn, and 
detest, as unchristian and im])ious, the prin- 
ciple, that it is lawful to murder, destroy, or 
any ways injure, any person whatsoever, for 
or under the pretext of being a heretic ; and I 
do declare solemnly, before God, that I believe 
no act, in itself unjust, immoral, or wicked, 
can ever be justified or excused by or under 
pretence or colour, that it was done either for 
the good of the church, or in obedience to any 
ecclesiastical power whatsoever. I also de- 
clare that it is not an article of the Catholic 
faith, neither am I thereby required to believe 
or profess, that the pope is infallible ; or that 
I am bound to obey any order, in its own nar 
turc immoral, though the pope, or any ecclesi- 
astical power, should issue or direct such 
order; but, on the contrary, I hold that it 
would be sinful in roe to pay any respect or 
obedience thereto. I further declare, that I do 
not believe that any sin whatsoever committed 
by mc, can be forgiven at (he mere will of any 
.'>5 



pope or any priest, or of any penons wlialso* 
ever; but that sincere sorrow for past sins, a 
firm and sincere resolution to avoid future 
guilt, and to atone to God, are previous and 
indispensable requisites to establish a well- 
founded exi>ectation of forgiveness ; and that 
any person who receives absolution, without 
these previous requisites, so far from obtaining 
thereby any remission of his sins, incurs the 
additional guilt of violating a sacrament; and 
I do swear, that I will defend, to the utmost of 
my power, the settlement and arrangement of 
property in this country, as established by the 
laws now in being. — ^I do hereby di8claiin» 
disavow, and solemnly abjure any intention Id 
subvert the present church establishment, for 
the purpose of substituting a Catholic estsr 
blishment in its stead; imd I do solemnly 
swear, that I will not exeroise any privilege to 
which I am or may become entitled, to disturb 
and weaken the Protestant relig^, and Pro- 
testant government in this kingdom. 80 help 
me God." 

This oath is taken by every Catholic in 
Ireland, and a similar oath, allowing for the 
difference of cireumstanoes of the two coun- 
tries, is taken in England. 

It appeare from the evidence taken before 
the two houses and lately printed, that if 
Catholic emancipation were carried, there 
would be little 'or no difficulty in obtaining 
from the pope an agreement, that the nomina- 
tion of the Irish Catholic bishops should be 
made at home constitutionally by the Catho- 
lics, as it is now in fact,* and in practice, and 
that the Irish prelates would go a great way, 
in arranging a sjrstem of general education, 
if the spirit of proselytism, which now ren- 
ders such a union impossible, were laid aside. 
This great measure carried, the Irish Catholics 
would give up all their endowments abroad, 
if they receive for them an equivalent at 
home; for now Irish priests are fast resorting 
to the continent for education, allured by the 
endowments which the French government 
are cunningly restoring and augmenting. The 
intercourse with the see of Rome might and 
would, after Catholic emancipation, be so 
managed, that it should be open, upon grave 
occasions, or, if thought proper, on every 
occasion, to the inspection of commissioners. 
There is no seeuri^ eompaiibU with tkt M^tff 
of their faith, which the Catholics are not will- 
ing to give. But what is Catholic emancipa* 
tion as far as England is eoneemed ! not an 
equal right to office with the member of the 
Chureh of England, but a participation in the 
same pains and penalties as those, to which 
the Protestant dissenter is subjected by the 
corporation and test acts. If the utility of 
these last-mentioned laws is to be measured 
by the horror and perturbation their repeal 
would excite, they are laws of the utmost im- 
portance to the defence of the English Churob ; 
but if it be of importance to the church that 
pains and penalties should be thus kept sus- 
pen<le(l over men's heads, then these bills ar« 

* Tlie CBtholic bkhnpi, since the deathoftlM Preteadtr, 
arc recommended either by tbt ebMpUn or the ^acodMaL 
clerff>-. in ttie 90^ ; %tA Vomr« >a 'W^ ^ nm saa ww i ^ >«<^ 
I duv'uVw* ttoitt vV«c\t OntOAKA. 
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an effeclnal security against Catholics as well 
as Protestants; and the manacles so much 
confided in are not taken ofT, but loosened, and 
the prayer of a Catholic is this : — ^ I cannot 
now become an alderman without perjury. I 
pray of yon to improve my condition so far, 
that if I become an alderman I may be only 
exposed to a penalty of 600/." There are two 
common errors upon the subject of Catholic 
emancipation ; the one, that the emancipated 
Catholic is to be put on a better footing than the 
Protestant dissenter, whereas he will be put 
precisely on the same footing; the other, that he 
is to be admitted to civil offices, without any 
guard, exception, or reserve ; whereas, in the 
various bills which have been from time to 
time brought forward, the legal wit of man 
has been exhausted to provide against every 
surmise, suspicion, and whisper of the most 
remote danger to the Protestant church. 

The Catholic question is not an English 
question, but an Irish one ; or rather it is no 
otherwise an English question than as it is an 
Irish one. As for the handftil of Catholics 
that are in England, no one, I presume, can 
be so extravagant as to contend, if they were 
the only Catholics we had to do with, that it 
would be of the slightest possible consequence 
to what offices of the state they were admitted. 
It would be quite as necessary to exclude the 
Sandemanians, who are sixteen in number, 
or to make a test act against the followers of 
Joanna Southcote, who amount to one hundred 
and twenty persons. A little chalk on the wall, 
and a profound ignorance of the subject, soon 
raise a cry of no Popery ; but I question if the 
danger of admitting five popish peers and two 
commoners to the benefits of the constitution 
could raise a mob in any market-town in £ng« 
land. Whatever good may accrue to England 
from the emancipation, or evil may befall this 
country for withholding emancipation, will 
reach us only through the medium of Ireland. 

I beg to remind you, that in talking of the 
CathoUc religion, you must talk of the Catholic 
religion as it is carried on in Ireland ; you have 
nothing to do with Spain, or France, or Italy : 
the .religion jrou are to examine is the Irish 
Catholic religion. You are not to consider 
what it was, but what it is ; not what individu- 
4ds profess, but what is generally professed ; 
not what individuals do, but what is generally 
practised. I constantly see, in advertisements 
from county meetings, all these species of 
monstrous injustice played ofi" against the 
Catholics. The Inquisition exists in Spain 
and Portugal, therefore I confound place, and 
vote against the Catholics of Ireland, where it 
never did exist, nor was purposed to be insti- 
tuted.* There have been many cruel persecu- 
tions of Protestants by Catholic governments; 
and, therefore, I will confound time and place, 
and vote against the Irish, who live centuries 
after these persecutions, and in a totally diflfer- 
cni country. Doctor this, or Doctor that, of 
the Catholic Charch, has written a very violent 
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and absurd pamphlet; therefore T win eoBfimad 
persons, and vote against the whole Ixish 
Catholic church, which has neither sanctioned 
nor expressed any such opinions. I win con- 
tinue the incapacities of men of ttuB age, be- 
cause some.^en, in distant ages, deserved ill 
of other men in distant ages. They shaU ex- 
piate the crimes committed, before they were 
bom, in a land they never saw, by individnab 
they never heard of. I wiU charge them with 
every act of folly which they have never sanc- 
tioned and cannot control. I wiU sacrifice 
space, time, and identity, to my seal for the 
Protestant Church. Now, in the midst of all 
this violence, consider, for a moment, how joa 
are imposed upon by words, and what a senoas 
violation of the rights of your fellow-ereatues 
you are committing. Mr. Murphy lives m 
Limerick, and Mr. Murphy and his son an 
subjected to a thousand inconvenienees and 
disadvantages because they are CaUiolies. 
Murphy is a wealthy, honourable, excelleit 
man; he ought to be in the corporation; he 
cannot get in because he is a CathoUe. Hit 
son ought to be king's counsel for his talenti, 
and his standing at the bar; he is prevented 
from reaching this dignity because he is a 
Catholic Why, what reasons do you hear for 
all this ! Because Queen Mary, three hnndied 
years before the natal day of Mr. Marfriij, 
murdered Protestants in Smithfield; becaase 
Louis XIV. dragooned his Protestant subjects, 
when the predecessor of Murphy's predecessor 
was not in being; because men are confined 
in prison in Ma&d, twelve degrees more south 
than Murphy has ever been in his life; all 
ages, all climates, are ransacked to perpetuate 
the slavery of Murphy, the ill-fated victim of 
political anachronisms. 

Suppose a barrister, in defending a prisoner, 
were to say to the judge, ** My loi^ I humbly 
submit to your loidship that this indietmeat 
against the prisoner cannot stand good in law; 
and as the safety of a fellow<«reatnre is cos- 
cemed, I request your lordship's patient atten- 
tion to my objections. In the first place, tbe 
indictment does not pretend that the prisoner 
at the bar is himself guilty of the offence, bat 
that some persons of the same religions sect 
as himself are so ; in whose crime he cannot 
(I submit), by any possibility, be implicated, 
as these criminal persons lived three aundied 
years before the prisoner was bom. In the 
next place, my lord, the ve mm e of several crimes 
imputed to the prisoner is laid in conniries lo 
which the jurisdiction of this court does not 
extend; in France, Spain, and Italy, where 
also the prisoner has never been ; and as to 
the argument used by my learned brother, that 
it is only want of power, and not wapt of will, 
and that tbe prisoner wmid commit the crime 
if he could; I humbly submit, that the custom 
of England has been to wait for the overt act 
before pain and penalty are inflicted, and that 
your lordship would pass a most doleful assize, 
if punishment depended upon evil volition; 
if men were subjected to legal incapacities 
from the mere suspicion that they wmld &o 
harm if they could ; and if it were admit^Ki to 
\ be su^cleut proof of this suspicion, that men 
VoC \Yi\^ taii\k \ii ^\<&\axk\«:se«^^aJAxcn!t. coontrio*. 
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and under difiereat circumstances, had planned 
evil, and when occasion offered, done it" 

When are mercy and justice, io fact, ever to 
return upon the earth, if the sins of the elders 
are to be for ever visited on these who are not 
even their children 1 Should the first act of 
liberated Greece be to recommence the Trojan 
wart Are the French never to forget the Si- 
cilian vespers ; or the Americans the long war 
waged against their liberties 1 Is any rule 
wise, which may set the Irish to recollect what 
they have suffered t 

The real danger is this — that yon have foar 
Irish Catholics Xor one Irish Protestant. That 
is the matter of fact, which none of us can 
help. Is it better policy to make friends, ra- 
ther than enemies, of this immense population? 
I allow there is danger to the Protestant Church, 
but mnch more danger, I am sure there is, in re- 
sisting than admitting the claims of the Catho- 
lics. If I might indulge in visions of glory, 
and imagine myself an Irish dean or bishop, 
with an immense ecclesiastical income ; if the 
justice or injustice of the case were entirely 
indifferent to me, and my only object were to 
live at ease in my possessions, there ia no meor 
iure for which I should be bo anxiout as thaJt of 
Catholic cmanc^atioru The Catholics are now 
extremely angry and discontented at being shut 
out from so many offices and honours ; the in- 
capacities to which they are subjected thwart 
them in all their'pursuits ; they feel they are a 
degraded caste. The Protestant feels he is a 
privileged caste, and not only the Protestant 
gentleman feels this, but every Protestant ser- 
vant feels it, and takes care that his Catholic 
fellow-servant shall perceive it. The difference 
between the two religions is an eternal source 
of enmity, ill-will, and hatred, and the Catho- 
lic remains in a state of permanent disaffec- 
tion to the government under which he lives. 
I repeat that if I were a member of the Irish 
church, I should be afraid of this position of 
affairs. I should fear it in peace, on account 
of riot and insurrection, and in war on account 
of rebellion. I should think that my greatest 
security consisted in removing all just cause 
of complaint from the Catholic society, in en- 
dearing then) to the English constitution, by 
making them feel, as soon as possible, that 
Uiey shared in its blessings. I should really 
think my tithes and my glebe, upon such a 
plan, worth twenty years* purchase more than 
under the present system. Suppose the Catho- 
lic layman were to think it an evil, that his 
own church should be less splendidly endowed 
than that of the Protestant Church, whose 
population is so inferior ; yet if he were free 
himself, and had nothing to complain of, he 
would not rush into rebellion and insurrection, 
merely fo augment the income of his priest 
At present you bind the laity and clergy in one 
common feeling of injustice ; each feels for 
himself, and talks of the injuries of the other. 
The obvious consequence of Catholic emanci- 
pation would be to separate their interests. 
But another important consequence of Catho- 
lic emancipation would be to improve the con- 
dition of the clergy. Their chapels would be 
put in order, their incomes increased, and we 
should hear nothing more of the Catholic 



Church. If this measure were carried in 
March, I believe by the January following, ^e 
whole question would be as completely forgot- 
ten as the sweating sickness, and that nine 
Doctor Doyles, at the rate of thirty years to a 
Doyle, would pass away one after the other, 
before any human being heard another sylla- 
ble on the subject. All men gradually yield to 
the comfoite of a good income. Give the Irish 
archbishop 12002. per annum ; the bishop 8002., 
the priest 2002., the coadjutor 1002., per annum, 
and the cathedral of Dublin is almost as safe 
as the Cathedral of York.* This is the real 
secret of putting an end to the Catholic ques- 
tion; there is no other; but, remember, I am 
speaking of provision for the Catholic clergy 
aiter emancipation, not before. There is not 
an Irish clergyman of the Church of Rome who 
would touch one penny of the public money 
before the laity were restored to civil rights, 
and why not pay the Catholic clergy as well 
as the Presbyterian clergy 1 Ever since the 
year 1803, the Presbyterian clergy in the North 
of Ireland have been paid by the government, 
and the grant is annually brought forward in 
Parliament ; and not only are the Presbyterians 
paid, but one or two other species of Protest- 
ant dissenters. The consequence has been 
loyalty and peace. This way of appeasing 
dissenters you may call expensive, but is there 
no expense in injustice? You have at this 
moment an army of 20,000 men in Ireland, 
horse, foot, and artillery, at an annual expense 
of a million and a half of money ; about one- 
third of this sum woald be the expense of the 
allowance^ to the Catholic clergy; and this 
army is so necessary, that the government dare 
not at this moment remove a single regiment 
from Ireland. Abolish these absurd and dis- 
graceful distinctions, and a few troops of horse 
to help the constables on fair days will be more 
than sufficientfor the catholic limb of the empire. 
Now for a very few of the shameful misre- 
presentations circulated respecting the Irish 
Catholics, for I repeat again that we have no- 
thing to do with Spanish or Italian, but with 
Irish Catholics ; it is not true that the Irish 
Catholics refuse to circulate the Bible in Eng- 
lish; on the contrary, they have in Ireland 
circulated several editions of the Scriptures 
in English. In the last year, the Catholic pre- 
lates prepared and put forth a stereotype edi- 
tion of the Bible, of a small print and low 
price, to insure its general circulation. They 
circulate the Bible with their own notes, and 
how, as Catholics, can they act otherwise? 
Are not our prelates and Bartlett's buildings 
acting in the same manner? And must not 
all churches, if they are consistent, act in 



♦ I tay almost becaase I tmta to OTerttate tn arKuineiiC, 
and it ia impoasible to deny ttiat there ia danfer to a 
eharcb, to which aeren milllonB contribnte larfely, a«d 
in wbieh aix milliona diabelieTe : my anament merely ia, 
that fluch a church would be more safe in proportion ■• 
it interfered leaa with the eomforu and eaae of Ita natu- 
ral enemiea, and rendered their poaltion more deatraMo 
and agreeable. I firmly believe the Toleration Act to bit 
quite as conducive to the security of the Church of Enc^ 
land as it is to the diasentera. Perfect toleration and tb« 
abolition of every incapacity aa a coqaeqnonce of reliffiooa 
opinionfl. are not, what ia commonly called, a receipt fbr 
innovation, but a receipt for the quiet and permaimiee of 
every eaUMishroent whSfi^tAAWn^ i«ii^ ^jswft. ww^v* 
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the same manner ? The Bibles Catholics quar- 
rel with, are Protestant Bibles without notes, 
or Protestant Bibles with Protestant notes, and 
how can they do otherwise without giving up 
their religion 1 They deny, upon oath, that the 
infeilibility-of the pope is any necessary part 
of the Catholic faith. They, upon oath, de- 
clare that Catholic people arc forbidden to wor- 
ship images, and saints, and relics. They, 
upon oath," abjure the temporal power of the 
pope, or his right to absolve any Catholic from 
his oath. They renounce, upon oath, all right 
to forfeit lands, and covenant, upon oath, not 
to destroy or plot against the Irish Protestant 
Church. What more can any man want whom 
any thing will content 1 

Some people talk as if they were quite teased 
and worried by the eternal clamours of the Ca- 
tholics ; but if you are eternally unjust, can you 
expect any thing more than to be eternally 
vexed by the victims of your injustice t You 
want all the luxury of oppression without any 
of its inconvenience. I should think the Catho- 
lics very much to blame, if they ever ceased 
to importune the legislature for justice, so long 
as they could find one single member of Par- 
liament who would advocate their cause. 

The putting the matter to rest by an effort 
of the county of York, or by any decision of 
Parliament against them, is utterly hopeless. 
Every year increases the Catholic population, 
and the Catholic wealth, and the Catholic 
claims, till yon are caught in one of those po- 
litical attitudes to which all countries are occa- 
sionally exposed, in which you are utterly 
helpless, and must give way to their claims ; 
and if you do it then, you will do it badly ; you 
may call it an arrangement, but arrangements 
made at such times are much like the bargains 
between an highwayman and a traveller, a 
pistol on one side, and a purse on the other ; 
the rapid scramble of armed violence, and the 
unqualified surrender of helpless timidity. 1/ 
you think the thing mutl be done at tome time or 
another, do it when jfou are calm and powerful, and 
when you need not do it. 

There are a set of high-spirited men who 
are very much afVaid of being afraid •, who 
cannot brook the idea of doing any thing from 
fear, and whose conversation is full of fire 
and sword, when any apprehension of resist- 
ance is alluded to. I have a perfect confi- 
dence in the high and unyielding spirit, and in 
the military courage of the English; and I 
have no doubt but that many of the country 
gentlemen, who now call out no Popery, would 
fearlessly put themselves at the head of their 
embattled yeomanry, to control the Irish Catho- 
lics. My objection to such courage is, that 
it would certainly be exercised unjustly, and 
probably exercised in vain. I should depre- 
cate any rising of the Catholics as the most 
grievous misfortune which could happen to 
the empire and to themselves. They had far 
better endun» all they do endure, anil a great 
deal worse, than try the experiment. Jhtt if 
thcj Jo try U, ytni may depend upon it, thry icitl do 
it nt thiit oten tiinr, and not at ynvrf. They will I 
ttot select a fortnight in the summer, dur'ini? a ' 
profound peace f when corn and money abound, 
and when the Catholics of Europe are uncon- 



cern ed spectators. If }^u inake a resolntioi 
to be unjust, you must make another resolu- 
tion to be always strong, alwaji Yigilant, and 
always rich ; you must commit no blanden, 
exhibit no deficiencies, and meet with no mis- 
fortunes ; you must present a square phalanx 
of impenetrable strength, for keen-eyed revenge 
is riding round your ranks ; and if one heart 
falters, or one hand trembles, you are lost. 

You may call all this threatening ; I am sure 
I have no such absurd intention ; but wish 
only, in sober sadness, to point out what ap- 
pears to me to be the inevitable consequences 
of the conduct we pursue. IT danger be not 
pointed out and insisted upon, how is it to be 
avoided! My firm belief is, that England 
will be compelled to grant ignominiously what 
she now refuses haughtily. Remember what 
happened respecting Ireland in the American 
war. In 1779, the Irish, whose trade was com- 
pletely restricted by English laws, asked for 
some little relaxation, some liberty to export 
her own products, and to import the products 
of other countries ; their petition was flung out 
of the house with the utmost disdain, and by 
an immense majority. In April, 1782, 70,000 
Irish volunteers were under arms, the repre- 
sentatives of 170 armed corps met at Ulster, 
and the English Parliament (the Lords and 
Commons, both on the same day and with only 
one dissentient voice, the ministers moving the 
question) were compelled, in the most dis- 
graceful and precipitate manner, to acknow- 
ledge the complete independence of the Irish 
nation, and nothing but the good tcnae and mode' 
ration of Grattan prevented the teparation of thi 
two crowns. 

It is no part of my province to defend eveiy 
error of the Catholic Church : I believe it has 
many errors, though I am sure these errors 
are grievously exaggerated and misrepre- 
sented. I should think it a vast accession to 
the happiness of mankind, if every Catholic 
in Europe were converted to the Protestant 
faith. The question is not, whether there 
shall be Catholics, but the question (as they 
do exist and you cannot get rid of them) is, 
what are you to do with them 1 Are yon to 
make men rebels because you cannot make 
them Protestants? and are you to endanger 
your state, because you cannot enlarge your 
church 1 England is the ark o liberty : the 
English Church I believe to be one of the 
best establishments in the world; but what is 
to become of England, of its church, of its 
free institutions, and the beautiful political 
model it holds out to mankind, if Ireland 
should succeed in connecting itself with any 
other European power hostile to England ! I 
join in the cry of no Popery as lustUy as any 
man in the streets who does not know whether 
the pope lives in Cumberland or Westmore- 
land ; but I know that it is impossible to keep 
down European Popery, and European ty- 
ranny, uilhoul the assistance, or with the op- 
position of Ireland. If you give the Irish their 
privileges, the spirit of the nation will over- 
come the spirit of the church; they will cheer- 
fully serve yon against all enemies, and chant 
a. Te Dcum I'ov your victories over all llie Ca- 
\\voVvc ;ixm\e?> ox T^wxo^t. \l \\\sfe vtca^v; her 
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eDe(nies say, that the Roman Catholic Church 
is waging war all over Europe, against com- 
mon sense, against public liberty ; selling the 
people to the kings and nobles, and labouring 
for th^ few against the many ; all this is an 
%diUtional reuon why l would foriify England 
and Protestantism by every concession to Ire- 
land : why I should take care that our attention 
was not distracted, nor our strength wasted by 
internal dissension ; why I would not paralyze 
those arms which wield the sword of justice 
among the nations of the world, and liA up the 
buckler of safety. If the Catholic religion in 
Ireland is an abuse, you must tolerate that 
abuse, to prevent its extension and tyranny 
over the rest of Europe. If you will take a 
long view instead of a confined view, and look 
generally to the increase of human happiness, 
the best check Mpoii the iticreate of Popery^ the best 
Bceurity for tlu establuhment of tfie Protestant 
Church is, thai the British empire shall be preserved 
in a slate of the greatest strength, union and opu^ 
letice. My cry, then, is, no Popery; therefore 
emancipaile the Catholics, that they may not 
join with foreign Papists in time of war. 
Church far ever ; therefore emancipate the Cap 
thoUcs, that they mav not help to pull it down. 
King for ever ; Uiereiore emancipate the Catho- 
lics, that they may become his loyal suW^^^ 
Great Britain for ever; therefore emancipate 
the Catholics, that they maj not put an end to its 
perpetuity. Owr g^ernment is essentially Pro- 
testant ; therefore, by emancipating the Catho- 
lics, give up a few circumstances which have 
nothing to do with the essence. The Catholics 
are disguised tncmies; tlierefore, by emancipap 
tion, turn them into open friends. They have 
a double allegiance ; therefore, by emancipation, 
make their allegiance to their king so grateful, 
that they will never confound it with the spirit* 
ual allegiance to their pope. It is very diffi- 
cult for electors, who are much occupied by 
other matters, to choose the right path amid 
the rage and fury of faction ; but I give you 
one mark, vote for a free altar; give what the 
law compels you to give to the establishment; 
(that done,) no chains, no prisons, no bonfires 
for a man's faith ; and, above all, no modern 
chains and prisons under the names of dis- 
qualifications and incapacities, which are only 
the cruelly and tyrantiy of a more civilized age; 
civil offices open to all, a Catholic or a Protest- 
ant alderman, a Moravian, or a Church of 
England, or a Wesleyan justice ; no oppression, 
no tyranny in belief: a free altar, an open road to 
heaven ; no human insolence, no human narrowness, 
haUowed by the name of God. 

Every man in trade must have experienced 
the difficulty of getting in a bill from an un- 
willing paymaster. If you call in the morn- 
ing, the gentleman is not up ; if in the middle 
of the day, he is out ; if in the evening, there 
is company. If you ask mildly, you are indif- 
ferent to the time of payment; if you press, 
you are impertinent. No time and no manner 
can render such a message agreeable. So it 
is with the poor Catholics ; their mcssaj^e is 
so disagreeable, that their time and manner 
can never be right "Not this session. Not 
nnw ; on no account at the present time ; any ! 
other time than this. The great mass of the ! 



Catholics are so torpid on the subject, that .the 
question is clearly confined to the ambition of 
the few, or the whole Catholic population are 
so les^ed together, that the object i^ clearly 
ti> intimidate the motber-cquntrv." In short, 
the Catholics want justice,' and we do not ■ 
mean to be just, and the most specious method 
of refusal is, to have it believed that they are 
refused from their own foUy, and not jfrom our 
faulL 

What if O'Connell (a man certainly of ex- 
traordinary talents, and eloquence) is some- 
times violent and injudicious 1 What if 
0'(jk)rman and O'Sullivan have spoken ill of 
the Reformation 1 Is a great stroke of national 
policy to depend on such chUdish considera- 
tions as these 1 If these chains ought to re- 
main, could I be induced to remove them by 
the chaste language and humble deportment 
of him who wears them 1 If they ought to be 
struck away, would I continue them, because 
my taste was offended by the coarse insolence 
of a goaded and injured captive 1 Would I 
make that great measure to depend on the irri- 
tability of my own feelings, which ought to 
depend upon policy and justice 1 The more 
violent and the more absurd the conduct of 
the Catholics, the greater the wisdom of eman- 
cipation. If they were always governed 
by men of consummate nrudence and mode- 
ration, your justice in reiiising would be the 
same, but your danger would be less. The 
levity and irritability of the Irish character are 
pressing reasons whv all just causes of pro- 
vocation should be taken away, and those high 
passions enlisted in the service of the empire. 

In talking of the spirit of the papal empire, 
it is often argued that the icm remains the 
same ; that the pontiff teould, if he could, exer- 
cise the same influence in Europe; that Uie 
Catholic Church teould, if it coxdd, tyrannize 
over the rights and opinions of mankind ; but 
if the power is taken away, what signifies the 
will! If the pope thunders in vain against 
the kingdoms of the earth, of what consequence 
is his disposition to thunder ! If mankind are 
too enlightened and too humane to submit to 
the cruelties and hatreds of a Catholic priest- 
hood ; if the Protestants of the empire are suf- 
ficiently strong to resist it, wh^ are we to alarm 
ourselves with the barren volition, unseconded 
by the requisite power! I hardly know in 
what order or description of men I should 
choose to confide, if they could do as they vxndd; 
the best security is, that the rest of the world 
will not let them do as they wish to do ; ^nd 
having satisfied myself of this, I am not very 
careful about the rest 

Our government is called essentially Protest- 
ant; but if it be essentially Protestant in the 
imposition of taxes, it should be essentially 
Protestant in the distribution of offices. The 
treasury is open to all religions, Parliament 
only to one. The tax-gatherer is the most in- 
dulgent and liberal of human beings : he ex- 
cladcs no creed, imposes no articles; but 
counts Catholic cash, pockets Protestant pa- 
per; and is candidly and impartially oppre!>«- 
•sive to every description of the Christian 
world. Can any thing be more base than 
when you want the blood or the monev of thr 
'2 3 
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Catholics, to forget that they are Catholics, and 
10 remember only that they are British sub- 
jects; and when they ask for the benefits of 
the British constitution, to remember only that 
ihey are Catholics, and to forget that they arc 
British subjects 1 

No Popery was the cry of the great English 
Revolution,because the increase and prevalence 
of Popery in England would, at that period, 
have rendered this island tributary to France. 
The Irish Catholics were, at that period, 
broken to pieces by the severity and military 
execution of Cromwell, and by the penal laws. 
They are since become a great and formidable 
people. The same dread of foreign influence 
makes it now necessary that they should be 
restored to political rights. Must the friends 
of rational liberty join in a clamour against the 
Catholics now, because, in a very difierent state 
of the world, they excited that clamour a hun- 
dred years ago 1 I remember a house near 
Battersea Bridge which caught fire, and there 
was a general cry of "Water, water!" Ten 
years afler, the Thames rose, and the people 
of the house were nearly drowned. Would it 
not have been rather singular to have said to 
the inhabitants, "I heard you calling for water 
ten years ago, why don't you call for it now V* 

There are some men who think the present 
limes so incapable of forming any opinions, 
that they are always looking back to the wis- 
dom of our ancestors. Now, as the Catholics 
aat in the English Parliament to the reign of 
Charles II. and in the Irish Parliament, I believe, 
till the reign of King William, the precedents 
are more in their favour than otherwise ; and 
to replace them in the Parliament seems rather 
to return to, than to deviate from the practice 
of our ancestors. 

If the Catholics are priest-ridden, pamper 
the rider, and he will not stick so close ; don't 
torment the animal ridden, and his violence 
will be less dangerous. 

The strongest evidence against the Catho- 
lics is that of Colonel John Irvine ; he puts 
every thing against them in the strongest light, 
and Colonel John (with great actual, though, I 
am sure, with no intentional exaggeration) does 
not pretend to say there would be more than 
forty-six members returned for Ireland who 
were Catholics ; but how many members are 
there in the House now returned by Catholics, 
and compelled, iVom the fear of losing their 
seats, to vote in favour of every measure which 
concerns the Catholic Church 1 The Catholic 
party, as the colonel justly observes, was form- 
ed when you admitted them to the elective 
franchise. The Catholic party are increasing 
so much in boldness, that they will soon require 
of the members they return, to oppose generally 
any government hostile to Catholic emancipa- 
tion, and they will turn out those who do not 
«*nroply with this rule. If this is done, the 
phalanx sc n*nch dreaded from emancipation 
j.s found at once witnout dmancipation. This 
consequence of resistance to the Catholic claims 
is well worth the attention of those who make 
n^te of the cry of no Popery, as a mere politi- 
ral engine. 

We are taumeu ^iih our prophetical spirit, 
opcanse it is said by the advocates of the Ca- 



tholic question that the thing must come to 
pass; that it is inevitable: our prophecy, hcvw 
ever, is founded upon experience and commoo 
sense, and is n'othing more than the appUcation 
of the past to the future. In a few years* tiou^ 
when the madness and wretehednesa of war 
are forgotten, when the greater part of these 
who have lost in war, legs and arms, health 
and sons, have gone to their graves, the 
same scenes will be acted over again in the 
world. France, Spain, Russia, and America, 
will be upon us. The Catholics will watch 
their opportunity, and soon settle the qaesiioa 
of Catholic emancipation. To suppose that 
any nation can go on in the midst of foreign 
wars, denying common justice to seven mil- 
lions of men, in the heart of the empire, awa- 
kened to their situation, and watching for the 
critical moment of redress, does, I confess, ap- 
pear to me to be the height of extravagance. 
To foretell the consequence of such caoses, ia 
my humble apprehension, demands no more of 
shrewdness than to point out the probable re- 
sults of leaving a lighted candle stack ap in sa 
open barrel of gunpowder. 

It is very difficult to make the mass of maa- 
kind believe that the state of things is ever to 
bo otherwise than they have been aceostoaned 
to see It. I have very oAen heard old persons 
describe the Impossibility of making any one 
believe that the American colonies could ever 
be separated from this country. It was always 
considered as an idle dream of discontented 
politicians, good enough to fill up the periods of a 
speech, but which no practical man, devoid of 
the spirit of party, considered to be within the 
limits of possibility. There was a period whea 
the slightest concession would have satisfied 
the Americans ; but all the world was in heroics; 
one set of gentlemen met at the Lamb, and ano- 
ther at the Lion : blood and treasure men,breath- 
ing war, vengeance, and contempt; and in eight 
years afterwards, an awkward-looking gentle- 
man in plain clothes walked up to the drawing, 
room of St James's, in the midst of the gentlemen 
of the Lion and Lamb, and was introdnced u 
the atnbattador from the UnUed Statgg o/jtmniet* 

You must forgive me if I draw illastrations 
from common things — but in seeing swine 
driven, I have oAen thought of the Catholie 
question and of the difilerent methods of govern- 
ing mankind. The object, one day, was to 
drive some of these animals along a path, to a 
field where they had not been before. The 
man could by no means succeed ; instead of 
turning their faces to the north, and proceeding 
quietly along, they made for the east and west, 
rushed back to the south, and positively refused 
to advance ; a reinforcement of rustics was 
called for; maids, children, neighbours, all 
helped; a general rushing, screaming, and 
roaring ensued ; but the main object was not 
in the slightest degree advanced ; alter a h»g 
delay, we resolved (though an hour before we 
should have disdained such a compromise) to 
have recourse to Catholic emancipation; a 
little boy was sent before them with a handfal 
of barley : a few grains were scattered in the 
path, and the bristly herd .were speedily and 
safely conducted to the place of their destina- 
tion. If, instead of putting Lord Stowell out of 
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breach with driving, compelliog the Duke of 
York to swear, and the chancellor to strike at 
thent with the mace, Lord Liverpool woald 
condescend, in his graceful manner, to walk 
before the Catholic doctors with a basket of 
barley, what a deal of ink and blood would be 
Mved to mankind. 

Bteatue th* Catkolia art intoUrant we taitl be 
uUoUrant; but did any body ever hear before 
that a govemment is to imitate the vices of its 
•objeets 1 If the Irish were a rash, violent, 
and intemperate race, are they to be treated 
with rashness, violence, and intemperance 1 
If they were addicted to fraud and falsehood, 
are they to be treated by those who rule them 
with fraud and falsehood! Are there to be 
perpetual races in error and vice between the 
people and the lords of the people 1 Is the su- 
preme power always to find virtues among the 
people; never to teach them by example, or 
improve them by laws and institutions ? Make 
all sects {ree^ and let them learn the value of 
the blessing to others, by their own enjoyment 
of it ; but if not, let them learn it by your vigi- 
lance and firm resistance to every thing intole- 
rant. Toleration will then become a habit 
and a practice, ingrafted upon the manners of 
a people, when they find the law too strong for 
them, and that there is no use in being intole- 
ranu 

It is very true that the Catholics have a 
double allegiance,* but it is equally true that 
their second or spiritual allegiance has nothing 
to do with civil policy, and does not, in the 
most distant manner, interfere with their alle- 
giance to the crown. What is meant by alle- 
giance to the crown, is, I presume, obedience 
to acts of Parliament, and a resistance to those 
who are constitutionally proclaimed to be the 
enemies of the countiy. I have seen and heard 
of no instance, fbr this century and a half last 
past, where the spiritual sovereign has pre- 
sumed to meddle with the afiairs of the tempo- 
ral sovereign. The Catholics deny him such 
power by the most solemn oaths which the wit 
of man can devise. In every war, the army 
and navy are full of Catholic officers and sol- 
diers ; and if their allegiance in temporal mat* 
ters is unimpeachable and unimpeached, what 
matters to whom they choose to pay spiritual 
obedience, and to adopt as their guide in genu- 
flexion and psalmody? Suppose these same 
Catholics were foolish enough to be governed 
by a set of Chinese moralists in their diet, this 
would be a third allegiance ; and if they were 
regulated by Brahmins in their dress, this 
would be a fourth allegiance ; and if they re- 
ceived the directions of the Patriarch of the 
Greek Church, in educating their children, htre 
is another allegiance: and as long as they 
fought, and paid taxes, and kept clear of the 
quarter sessions and assizes, what matters 
how many fanciful supremacies and frivolous 
allegiances they choose to manufiwsture or ac- 
cumulate for themselves J 

A great deal of time would be spared, if gen- 
tlemen, before they ordered their post-chaises 



« The tame doable allegUnce exiita In every Catholic 
country in Europe. The spiritual head of the country 
among French, Spaniih, and Auatrian Catholics, is the 
pope : the political head, the kiag or emperor. 



for a no-Popery meeting, would read the most 
elementary defence of these people, and inform 
themselves even of the rudiments of the ques« 
tion. If the Catholics meditate the resumption 
of the Catholic property, why do they purchase 
that which they know (if the fondest object of 
their political life succeed) must be taken 
away from themt Why is not an attempt 
made to purchase a quietus from the rebel who 
is watching the blessed revolutionary moment 
for regaining his possessions, and revelling in 
the unbounded sensuality of mealy and waxy 
enjoyments 1 But after all, who are the de- 
scendants of the rightful possessors 1 The 
estate belonged to the Ollourkes, who were 
hanged, drawn and quartered in the time of 
Cromwell : true, but before that, it belonged to 
the O'Connors, who were hanged, drawn and 
quartered in the time of Henry YIL The 
O'SuUivans have a still earlier plea of suspen- 
sion, evisceration and division. Who is the 
rightful possessor of the estate 1 We forget 
that Catholic Ireland has been mtirdered three 
times over by its Protestant masters. 

Mild and genteel people do not like the idea 
of persecution, and are advocates for tolera- 
tion ; but then they think it no act of intole- 
rance to deprive Catholics of political power. 
The history of all this is, that all men secretly 
like to punish others for not being of the same 
opinion with themselves, and that this sort of ' 
privation is the only species of persecution, of 
which the improved feeling and advanced 
cultivation of the age will admit. Fire and 
fagot, chains and stone walls, have been cla^ 
moured away ; nothing remains but to mortify 
a man's pride, and to limit his resources, and 
to set a mark upon him, by cutting him off 
from his fair share of political power. B^ 
this receipt, insolence is gratified, and humani- 
ty is not shocked. The gentlest Protestant can' 
see, with dry eyes. Lord Btourton excluded 
from Parliament, though he would abominate 
the most distant idea of personal cruelty to Kr. 
Petre. This is only to say that he lives in the 
nineteenth, instead of the sixteenth century, 
and that he is as intolerant in religious matters 
as the state of manners exisangin hb age will 
permit. Is it not the sa»e «pirit which wounds 
the pride of a fellow-creature on account of his 
faith, or which c«st* his body into the flames 1 
Are they anyihing else but degrees and modi- 
fications of the same principle 1 The minds 
of these two men no more di filer because 
they difler in their degrees of punishment, than 
their bodies differ, because one wore a doublet 
in the time of Mary, and the other wears a coat 
in the reign of George. I do not accuse them 
of intentional cruelty and injustice; I am sure 
there are very many excellent men who would 
be shocked if they could conceive themselves 
to be guilty of any thing like cruelty ; but they 
innocently give a wrong name to the bad spirit 
which is within them, and think they are tole- 
rant, because they are not as intolerant as they 
could have been in other tiroes, but cannot 
be now. The true spirit is to search after God 
and ft)r another life with lowliness of heart; tci 
fling down no man's altar, to punish no man's 
prayer ; to heap no penalties and no pains on 
those solemn supplications which» in divert 
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tongues, and in Taried forms, and in temples 
of a thoa.^and shapes, but with one deep sense 
of human dependence, men pour forth to God. 

It is completely untrue that the Catholic re- 
ligion is what it was three centuries ago, or 
that it is unchangeable and unchanged. These 
are mere words, without the shadow of truth to 
support them. If the pope were to address a 
bull to the kingdom of Ireland, excommunicat- 
ing the Duke of York, and cutting him oif from 
the succession, for his Protestant effusion in 
the House of Lords, he would be laughed at as 
a lunatic in all the Catholic chapels in Dublin. 
The Catholics would not now burn Protestants as 
heretics. In many parts of Europe, Catholics 
and Protestants worship in one church — Catho- 
lics at eleven, Protestants at one ; they sit in the 
same Parliament, are elected to the same office, 
live together without hatred or friction, under 
equal laws. Who can see and know these 
things, and say that the Catholic religion is 
unchangeable and unchanged ? 

I have often endeavoured to reflect upon the 
causes which, from time to time, raised such 
a clamour against the Catholics, and I think 
the following are among the most conspicuous : 

1. Historical recollections of the cruelties 
inflicted upon the Protestants. 

2. Theological differences. 

8. A belief that the Catholics are unfriendly 
to liberty. 

4. That their morality is not good. 

fl. That they meditate the destruction of the 
Plrotestant Church, 

0. An unprincipled clamour by men who 
have no sort of belief in the danger of emancl- 
]Mition, but who make use of no Popery as a 
political engine. 

7. A mean and selfish spirit of denying to 
others the advantages we ourselves enjoy. 

8. A vindictive spirit or love of punishing 
others, who offend our self-love by presuming, 
on important points, to entertain opinions op- 
posite to our own. 

9. Stupid compliance with the opinions of 
the majority. 

10. To these 1 must, in justice and candour, 
add, as a tenth caQsc» a real apprehension on 
the part of honest and t«asonable men, that it 
is dangerous to grant farther concessions to the 
Catholics. 

To these various causes I shall inake a short 
reply, in the order in which I havb placed 
them. 

1. Mere historical recollections are very 
miserable reasons for the continuation of 
penal and incapacitating laws, and one side 
has as much to recollect as the other. 

2. The state has nothing to do with questions 
purely theological. 

3. It is ill to say this in a country whose 
free institutions were founded by Catholics, 
and it is often said by men who care nothing 
about free institutions. 

4. It is not true. 

o. Make their situation so comfortable, that 
it will not be worth their while to attempt an 
fjnterprise so desperate. 

6. This is an unfair political trick, because 
It is too dangerous; it is spoiling the table in 
uj'dcr to win the game. 



The 7th and 8th causes exercise a graal 

share of influence in every act of intolerance. 
The 9th must, of coarse, comprehend the 
greatest number. 

10. Of the existence of such a class of no 
Poperists as this, it would be the height of iii« 
justice to doubt, but I confess it excites in m» 
a very great degree of astonishment 

Suppose, after a severe straggle, 3roa pat die 
Irish down, if they are mad and fooUsh enoagh 
to recur to open violence ; yet are the retarded 
industry, and the misapplied energies of so 
many millions of men to go for nothing 1 Is it 

Possible to forget all the wealth, peace and 
appiness which are to be sacrificed for twenty 
years to come, to these pestilential and dis- 
graceful squabbles? Is there no horror in 
looking forward to a long period in which men* 
instead of ploughing and spinning, will enrse 
and hate, and bum and murder 1 

There seems to me a sort of injustice and 
impropriety in our deciding at aU npon the 
Catholic question. It should be left to those 
Irish Protestants whose shutters are bullet- 
proof; whose dinner-table is regularly spread 
with knife, fork, and cocked pistol ; salt cellar 
and powder-flask. Let the opinion of those 
persons be resorted to, who sleep in sheel-iron 
night-caps ; who have fought so often and so 
nobly before their scullery door, and defended 
the parlour passage as bravely as Leonidas ^ 
fended the pass of Thermopylae. The Irish 
Protestant members see and know the state of 
their own country. Let their votes decide* 
the case. We are quiet and at peace; our 
homes may be defended with a feather, and 
our doors fastened with a pin ; and as ignorant 
of what armed and insulted Popery is, as we 
are of the state of New Zealand, we pretend to 
regulate by our clamours the religious factions 
of Ireland. 

It is a very pleasant thing to trample upon 
Catholics, and it is also a very pleasant thing 
to have an immense number of pheasants run- 
ning about your woods ; but there come thirty 
or forty poachers in the night, and fight with 
thirty or forty game preservers; some are 
killed, some fractured, some scalped, some 
maimed for life. Poachers are caught up and 
hanged ; a vast body of hatred and revenge 
accumulates in the neighbourhood of the great 
man ; and he sa3rs ** the sport is not worth the 
candle. The preservation of game is a very 
agreeable thing, but I will not sacrifice the 
happiness of my life to it This amusement, 
like any other, may be purchased too dearly." 
So it is with the Irish Protestants ; they are 
finding out that Catholic exclusion may be 
purchased too dearly. Maimed cattle, fired 
ricks, threatening letters, barricadoed houses, 
to endure all this, is to purchase superiority at 
too dear a rate, and this is the inevitable stale 
of two parties, the one of whom are nnwiliing 
to relinquish their ancient monopoly of power, 
while the other party have, at length, disco- 
vered their strength, and are determined to be 
fVee. 

Gentlemen (with the best intentions, I am 
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sure) meat together in a county town, and 
enter into resolutions that no farther conces- 
sions are to be made to the Catholics ; but if 
you will not let them into Parliament, why not 
allow them to be king's counsel, or Serjeants 
at lawl Why are they excluded by law fVom 
some corporations in irelaiid^ and admiaeible, 
though not admitted, to others! I think, before 
such general resohitions of exclusion are 
adopted* and the rights and happiness of so 
many millions of people disposed of; it would 
be decent and proper to obtain some tolerable 
information of what the present state of the 
Irish Catholics is, and of the vast number of 
insignificant offices from which they are ex- 
cluded. Keep them from Parliament, if you 
think it right, but do not, therefore, exclude 
them from any thing else, to which you think 
Catholics may be fairly admitted without 
danger; and as to their content or discontent, 
there can be no sort of reason why discontent 
should not be lessened, though it cannot be 
removed* 

You are shocked by the present violence and 
abuse used by the Irish Association; by whom 
are they driven to it! and whom are you to 
thank for it 1 Is there a hope left to them! 
Is any term of endurance alluded to ! any scope 
or boundary to their patience ! Is the minister 
waiting for opportunities ! Have they reason 
to believe that they are wished well to by the 
greatest of the great? Have they brighter 
hopes in another reign ? Is there one clear 
spot in the horixon 1 any thing that you have 
left to them, but that disgust, hatred and 
despair, which, breaking out into wild elo- 
quence, and acting upon a wild people, are 
preparing every day a mass of treason and dis- 
affection, w4iich may shake this empire to its 
very centre? and you may laugh at Daniel 
O'Connell, and treat him with contempt, and 
turn his metaphors into ridicule ; but Daniel 
has, after all, a great deal of real and poweifiil 
eloquence I and a strange sort of misgiving 
sometimes comes across me, that Daniel and 
the doctor are not quite so great fools as many 
most respectable country clergymen believe 
them to be. 

You talk of their abuse of the Reformation, 
but is there any end to the obloquy and abuse 
with which the Catholics are upon every point, 
and from every quarter, assailed? Is there 
any one folly, vice, or crime, which the blind 
fury of Protestants does not lavish upon them ! 
and do you suppose all this is to be heard in 
silence, and without retaliation! Abuse as 
much as you please, if you are going to eman- 
cipate, but if you intend to do nothing for the 
Catholics but to call them names, you must 
not be put out of temper if you receive a few 
ugly appellations in return. 

The great object of men who love party bet- 
ter than truth, is to have it believed that the 
Catholics alone have been persecutors; but 
what can be more flagrantly unjust than to 
take our notions of history only from the con- 
quering and triumphant party ! If you think 
the Catholics have not their Book of Martyrs 
as well as the Protestants, take the following 
enumeration of some of their most learned and 
careful writers. 
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The whole number of Ofttholios who hay* 
suffered death in England for the exercise of 
the Roman Catholic religion since the Reforma- 
tion: 

Henry VUL, ... 69 
Elizabeth, ... 204 

James L, • . • 25 



Charles L, and > 
Commonwealth, $ 
Charles U, 



33 

8 



Total, - - - 819 • 

Henry VIIL, with consummate impartial- 
ity, burnt three Protestants and hanged four 
Catholics for different errors in religion on tho 
same day, and the same place. Elizabeth 
burnt two Dutch Anabaptists for some theo- 
logical tenets, July 22, 1575, Fox the martjrro- 
logiat vainly pleading with the queen in their. 
&vour. In 1579, the same Protestant queen 
cut off the hand of Stubbs, the author of a tract 
against popish connection, of Singleton, the 
printer, and Page, the disperser of the book. 
Camden saw it done. Warburton properly 
says it exceeds in cruelty any thing done by 
Charles L On the 4th of June, Mr. Elias 
Thacker and Mr. John Capper, two ministers 
of ihe Brownist persuasion, were hanged at 8t 
Bdmundsbury, for dispersing books against 
the Common Prayer. With respect to the 
great part of the Catholic victims, the law was 
folly and literally executed ; after being hanged 
up, they were cut down alive, dismembered, 
ripped up, and their bowels burnt before their 
faces; after which, they were beheaded and 
quartered. The time employed in this butch- 
ery was very considerable, and, in one in- 
stance, lasted more than half an hour. 

The imcandid excuse for all this is, that the 
greater part of these men were ^ut^ death 
for political, not for religious crimes. That 
is, a law is first passed making it high treason 
for a priest to exercise his function in England, 
and so, when he is caught and burnt, tibis is 
not religious persecution, but an offence against 
the state. We are, I hope, all loo busy to need 
any answer to such childish, uncandid reason- 
ing as this. 

The total number of those who suffered capi- 
tally in the reign of Elizabeth, is stated by 
Dodd, in his Church History,* to be one huft* 
dred and nine^-nine; further inquiries made 
their number to be two hundred and four: 
fifteen of these were condemned for denying 
the queen's supremacy; one hundred and 
twenty-six for the exercise of priestly functions ; 
and the others for being reconciled to the 
Catholic faith, or for aiding and assisting 
priests. In this list, no person is included who 
was executed for any plot, real or imaginary, 
except eleven, who suffered for the pretended 
plot of Rheims ; a plot, which Dr. Milner justly 
observes, was so daring a forgery, that even 
Camden allows the sufferers to have been po* 

^ The total nnmber of maiferen ia tbe reign of Qnaen 
Mary, varlet, I belieTe, flrom SOO in tbe Catholie to 180 in 
the Proteitant nccoante. I recommeiid all young men 
who wiah to Ihrm some nockm of what anawer iha 
Catholics have to make, to read Milner's ** Letter* to a 
Prebendary,*' and to follow the line of reading to which 
hie references lead. They will then learn the importanct 
of that sacred maxim, Audi alttram parttm. 
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liticol victims. Besides these, mention is 
made in the same work of nine^ Catholic 
priests, or laymen, who died in prison in the 
same reign. "About the same time," he says, 
** I find fifty gentlemen lying prisoners in York 
Castle ; most of them perished there, of vermin, 
famine, hunger, thirst, dirt, damp, fever, whip- 
ping, and broken hearts, the inseparable cir- 
cumstances of prisons in those dajrs. These 
were every week, for a twelve-month together, 
dragged by main force to hear the established 
service performed in the castle chapel." The 
Catholics were frequently, during the reign of 
Elizabeth, tortured in the most dreadful man- 
ner. In order to extort answers from Father 
Campian, he was laid on the rack, and his 
kmbs stretched a little, to show him, as the 
executioner termed it, what the rack was. He 
persisted in his refusal; then for several days 
successively, the torture was increased, and 
on the last two occasions he was so cruelly 
runt and torn, that he expected to expire under 
the torment While under the rack, he called 
continually upon Qod, In the reign of the 
Protestant Edward YL, Joan Knell was burnt 
to death, and the year after, George Parry was 
burnt also. In 1676, two Protestants, Peterson 
and Turwort, (as before stated,) were burnt to 
death by Elizabeth. In 1689, under the same 
queen, Lewes, a Protestant, was burnt to death 
at Norwich, where Francis Kett was also burnt 
for religious opinions in 1689, under the same 
great queen, who, in 1691, hanged the Protest- 
ant Hacket for heresy, in Cheapside, and put 
to death Greenwood, Barrow, and Penry, for 
being Jrowmsts, Southwell, a Catholic, was 
racked ten times- during the reign of this sister 
of bloody Queen Mary. In 1592, Mrs. Ward 
was hanged, drawn and quartered, for assisting 
a Cathotic priest to escape in a box. Mrs. 
Lyne suffered the same punishment for har- 
bouring a priest; and in 1686, Mrs. Clitheroe, 
who was accused of relieving a priest, and re- 
fused to plead, was pressed to death in York 
Castle ; a sharp stone being placed underneath 
h^ back. 

Have not Protestants persecuted both Catho- 
lics and their fellow Protestants in Germany, 
Switzerland, Geneva, France, Holland, Sweden, 
and England ? Look to the atrocious punish- 
ment of Leigh ton under Laud, for writing 
against prelacy; first, his ear was cut off, then 
his nose slit; then the other ear cut off, then 
whipped again. Look to the horrible cruelties 
exercised by the Protestant Episcopalians on 
the Scottish Presbyterians, in the reign of 
Charles II., of whom 8000 are said to have 
perished in that persecution. Persecutions of 
Protestants by Protestanus, are amply detailed 
by Chandler, in his History of Persecution ; by 
Neale, in his History of the Puritans ; by Laing, 
in his History of Scotland ; by Penn, in his 
Life of Fox ; and in Brandt's History of the 
Reformation in the Low Countries; which 
furnishes many very terrible cases of the suf- 
fering^ of the Anabaptists and Remonsti^ants. 
In 1560, the Parliament of Scotland decreed, at 
one and the same time, the establishment of 
Calvinism, and the punishment of death against 
the ancient religion : " With such indecent haste 
(fays Robertson) did the very persons who had* 



just escaped ecclesiastieal tjnraiuiy, proceed to 
imitate their example." Nothing can be so 
absurd as to suppose, that in bai^aroiis agei» 
the excesses were all committed by one religioat 
pmr^r, and none by the other. The HugaeDoCs 
of France burnt churches, and htmg priests^ 
wherever they found them. Fronmentean, one 
of their own writers, confesses, tliat in the 
single province of Dauphiny, they killed two 
hundred and twenty priests, and one hundred 
and twelve friars. In the Low Conntries^ 
wherever Yandemerk and Sonoi, liemenants 
of the Prince of Orange, carried tiieir arms, 
they uniformly put to death, and in cold blood, 
all the priests and religiotE^ they conld lay 
their hands on. The Protestant Sienretos was 
put to death by the Protestants of Genera, for 
denying the doctrine of the Trinity, as the 
Protestant Gentilis was, on the same score, by 
those of Berne ; add to these, Felix Mans, Bol- 
man, and Bamevald. Of Servetus, Melancdun, 
the mildest of men, declared that he deserved 
to have his bowels pulled out, and his body 
torn to pieces. The last fires of persecntioa 
which were lighted in England, were by Pro- 
testants. Bartholomew Legate, an Arian, was 
burnt by order of King James in Smithfidd, 
on the 18th of March, 1612; on the llth of 
April, in the same year, Edwund Weightmaa 
was burnt at Litchfield, by order of & Pro- 
testant Bishop of Litchfield and Coventry ; and 
this man was, I believe, the last person who was 
burnt in EnglSnd for heresy. There was 
another condemned to the fire for the same 
heresy, but as pity was excited by the con- 
stancy of these sufferers, it was thought better 
to allow him to linger on a miserable life in 
Newgate. Fuller, who wrote in the reign of 
Charles IL, and was a zealous Church of Eng- 
land man, speaking of the burnings in question, 
says, ** It may appear that God was well pleased 
with them." 

There are, however, grievous faults on both 
sides : and as there are a set of men, who, not 
content with retaliating upon Protestants, deny 
the persecuting spirit of the Catholics, I would 
ask them what they4hink of the following code, 
drawn up by the French Catholics against the 
French Protestants, and carried into execution 
for one hundred years, and as late as the year 
1766, and not repealed till 1782? 

"Any Protestant clerg3rman remaining in 
France three days, without coming to the 
Catholic worship, to be punished with death. 
If a Protestant sends his son to a Protestant 
schoolmaster for education, he is to forfeit 250 
livres a month, and the schoolmaster who re- 
ceives him, 60 livres. If they sent their child- 
ren to any seminary abroad, they were to forfeit 
2000 livres, and the child so sent became in- 
capable of possessing property in France. To 
celebrate Protestant worship, exposed the 
clerg3rman to a fine of 2800 livres. The fine 
to a Protestant for hearing it, was 1300 livres. 
If any Protestant denied the authority of the 
pope in France, his goods were seized for the 
first offence, and he was hanged for the second. 
If any Common Prayer-book, or book of Pro- 
testant worship be found in the possession of 
any Protestant, he shall forfeit 20 livres for the 
first offence, 40 livres for the second, and shaU 
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be imprisotied at pleasure for the third. Any 
person bringing from beyond sea, or selling 
any Protestant books of worship, to forfeit 100 
Uvres. Any magistrates may search Protestant 
houses for such articles. Any person, required 
by a magistrate to take an oath against the 
nx)te8tant religion, and refhsing, to be com- 
mitted to prison, and if he afterwards refhse 
again, to suffer forfeiture of goods. Any 
person, sending any money over sea to the 
support of a Protestant seminary, to forfeit his 
goods, and be imprisoned at the king's pleasure. 
Any person going over sea, for Protestant edu- 
cation, to forfeit goods and lands for life. The 
ressel to be forfeited which conveyed any 
Protestant woman or child over sea, without 
the king's license. Any person converting 
another to the Protestant religion, to be put to 
death. Death to any Protestant priest to come 
into France ; death to the person who receives 
him ; forfeiture of goods and imprisonment to 
send money for the relief of any Protestant 
clerg]rman: large rewards for discovering a 
Protestant parson. Every Protestant shall 
cause his child, within one month after birth, 
to be baptized by a Catholic priest, under a 
penalty of 2000 livres. Protestants were fined 
4000 livres a-month for being absent from 
Catholic worship, were disabled from holding 
offices and employments, from keeping arms 
in their houses, from maintaining suits at law, 
from being guardians, from practising in law 
or physic, and from holding offices, civil or 
military. They were forbidden (bravo, Louis 
XIV.!) to travel more than five miles from 
home without license, under pain of forfeiting 
all their goods, and they might not come to 
court under pain of 2000 livres. A married 
Protestant woman when convicted of being of 
that persuasion was liable to forfeit two-thirds 
of her jointure ; she could not be executrix to 
her husband, nor have any part of his goods ; 
and daring her marriage, she might be kept in 
prison, unless her husband redeemed her at 
the rate of 200 livres a-month, or the third part 
of his lands. Protestants convicted of being 
such, were, within three months after their 
conviction, either to submit, and renounce their 
religion, or, if required by four magistrates, to 
abjure the realm, and if they did not depart, or 
departing returned, were to suffer deaUi. All 
Protestants were required, under the most tre- 
mendous penalties, to swear that they con- 
sidered the pope as the head of the church. If 
they refused to take this oath, which might be 
tendered at pleasure by any two magistrates, 
they could not act as advocates, procureurs, or 
notaries public. Any Protestant taking any 
office, civil or military, was compelled to abjure 
the Protestant religion ; to declare his belief in 
the doctrine of (ransubstantiation, and to take 
the Roman Catholic sacrament within six 
months, under the penalty of 10,000 livres. 
Any person professing the Protestant religion, 
and educated in the same, was required, in six 
months after the age of sixteen, to declare the 
pope to be the head of the church ; to declare 
his belief in transubstantiation, and that the 
invocation of saints was according to the doc- 
trine of the Christian religion ; failing this, he 
ftouM not hold, possess, or inherit landed pro- 



perty; his lands were given to the nearest 
Catholic relation. - Many taxes were double^ 
upon Protestants. Protestants keeping schools 
were imprisoned for life, and all Protestants 
were forbidden te come within ten miles of 
Paris or Versailles. If any Protestant had a 
horse worth more than 100 livres, any Catholic 
magistrate mig^t take it away, and search the 
house of the said Protestant for arms." Is not 
this a monstrous code of persecution 1 Is it 
any wonder, after reading such a spirit of 
tjrranny as is here exhibited, that the tendencies 
of the Catholic religion should be suspected, 
and that the cry of no Popery should be a 
rallying sign to every Protestant nation in 

Europe t Foi^give, gentle reader, and 

gentle elector, the trifling deception I have 
practised upon you. This code is not a code 
made by French Catholics against French 
Protestants, but by English and Irish Protest- 
ants against English and Irish Catholics; I 
have given it to you, for the most part, as it is 
set forth in Bums' ''Justice" of 1780: it was 
acted upon in the beginning of the last king's 
reign, and was notorious through the whole of 
Europe, as the most cruel and atrocious system 
of persecution ever instituted by one religious 
persuasion against another. Of this code, Mr. 
Burke says, that " it is a truly barbarous system; 
where all the parts are an outrage on the laws 
of humanity, and the rights of nature ; it is a 
system of elaborate contrivance, as well fitted 
for the oppression, imprisonment, and degra- 
dation of a people, and the debasement of 
human nature itself, as ever proceeded from 
the perverted ingenuity of man." It is in Vain 
to say that these cruelties were laws of politi- 
cal safety; such has always been the plea for 
all religious cruelties ; by such arguments the 
Catholics defended the massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew, and the burnings of Mary. 

With such facts as these, the cry of persecu- 
tion will not do ; it is unwise to make it, 
because it can be so very easily, and so very 
justly retorted. The business is, to forget and 
forgive, to kiss and be friends, and to say 
nothing of what has past, which is to the credit 
of neither party. There have been atrocious 
cruelties, and abominable acts of injustice on 
both sides. It is not worth while to contend 
who shed the most bl6od, or whether (as Dr. 
Sturgess objects to Dr. Milner) death by fire 
is worse tfian hanging or starving in prison 
As far as England itself is concerned, the 
balance may be better preserved. Cruelties 
exercised upon the Irish go for nothing in 
English reasoning; but if it were not uucandid 
and vexatious to consider Irish persecutions* 
as part of the case, I firmly believe there have 
been two Catholics put to death for religious 
causes in Great Britain for one Protestant who 
has suffered; not that this proves much, be- 
cause the Catholics have enjoyed the sovereign 
power for so few years between this period 



* Thurioe writes to Henry Cromwell to eaick upea 
thousand Irish boys, to send to the colonies. Ttenry 
writes baclc lie Iwb done so ; and desires to know whether 
his highness would choose as many giris to be caucht up . 
and he adds, ** doubtless it is a business, in which God 
will appear." Suppose blo»dp Queen Mary had caught 
up and transported three or four thousand Protesunt 
boys and girls ttom the three ridings of Yorkshire I ! ! S 1 1 
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na4 the RdformatioD, and oertainlj it mitst be 
allowed that they were not inactive, daring 
that pehod, in the great work of pious com- 
bustion. 

It is, howerer, soma extesitatioii of tb^ 
Gatholio exoeesee, that their raligioQ waa Hm 
religion of the whole of Sanme^ wfaeft Iha m> 
novation began. They were me a&cienfc lords 
and masters of faith, befbra men introdnced 
the practice of thinking for themselTes in these 
matters. The Protestants hare less ezense, 
who claimed the right of innoration, and then 
turned round upon other Protestants who acted 
upon the same principle, or apoa Catholics 
who remained as they were, and visited them 
with all the cruelties firom which they had 
themselves so recently escaped. 

Both sides, as they acquired power, abased 
it; and both learnt, iVom their sufferings, dia 
great secret of toleration and forbearance. If 
you wish to do good in the times in which yo« 
live, contribute your efforts to perfbct this 
grand work. I have not the most distant in^ 
tention to interfere in local politics, hot I 
advise you never to give a vote to any man. 



whose only tide for aaking it 10, Amt li»i 
to continue the pnnishments, privations, and 
incapacities of any human beings, merely be> 
cause they w<«8hip God is the way tbey think 
bMi : tb^. maft vlip aslm iQ^ y<H»r v<q|i» ^kia 
«mli ft ptoiw ii^ jNoW^r, a veiy vaak mMb who 
balunrea in biaowB bad reaaottiof, ov aveiy 
artM maB» who is laughing at yon £9r yoar 
credulity: at all events, be ia a man wIkh 
knowingly orimknowingly, axpoaea boa comitiy 
to the greatest dangers,, and banda down tp 
posterity sA the toUsh opinifiBS and all ^ 
bad passions wfaidi prevail in those times ia 
which he happens to live. 9iioh a man is so 
far from being that friend to the charcb which 
he pretenda to be^ that he deelarea ite safetf 
oannot be reconciled with the franchises of 
the people; for what worse can be said of the 
Chnreh of England than this, that wherever it 
is judged necessary to give it al^^ estabUsb- 
meat, it becomes necessaiy to deprive the 
body of the people, if tbey adhere to their oid 
opinions, of their libeftiea, and of all their fiae 
oiisloms,and la aedgaaa them lo a state of dTfl 
aewilodel 9inmne 
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A SERMON 



RULES OF CHMSTIMf =CHABITY m WHICH OUR OPINIONS 
^ mEm. SBCTS SHOULD BE FORMED: 

BKTOttB TIOE HATOft AND COlOHnunriON, IN THB CATHSHHAL CHtmoA OF BSISTOL* ON 
WSDNESmkY, NOVBVBBR 5, 18S8. 



I ruBLXfB this sermon (or rather allow oibers to publish it), because many persons, who 
know the city of Bristol better than I do, hare earnestly solicited me to do so, and are con« 
yinoed it will do good. It is not without reluctance (as far as I myself am concerned) that I 
send to the press such plain rudiments of common charity and common sense. 

SxDirST SjflTB. 

Vor. 8, 1828. 



Cok 1X1. 18, 13. 
' ^ui &Hf<u tk€ tkct cf Chdf klmdnfem, hmibtntmt of mind, maiBnto, hmg-mfferingf forbearwg mm 

unother, andfi>rgimmg one another/' 



Turn Church of England, in its wisdom and 
piety, has very properly ordained that a day 
of thanksgiving should be set apart, in Which 
we may return thanks to Almighty God fbr the 
mercies vouchsafed to this nation in their 
escape from the dreadful plot planned for the 
destruction of the sovereign and his Parlia^ 
ment, — the forerunner, no doubt, of such san- 
guinary scenes as were suited to the manners 
of that age, and must have proved the inevit- 
able consequence of such enormous wicked- 
ness and cruelty. Such an escape is a fhir 
and lawful foundation for national piety. And 
it is a comely and Christian sight to see the 
magistrates and high authorities of the land 
obedient to the ordinances of the church, and 
holding forth to their fellow-subjeots a wise 
example of national gratitude and serious de- 
votion. This use of this day is deserving of 
every commendation. The idea that Almigh^ 
God does sometimes exercise a special provi- 
dence for the preservanbn of a whole people 
is justified by Scripture, is not repugnant to 
reason, and can produce nothing but feelings 
and opinions favourable to virtue and religion. 

Another wise and lawful use of this day is 
an honest self-congratulation that we have 
burst through those bands which the Homan 
Catholic priesthood would impose upon human 
judgment ; that the Protestant Church not only 
permits, but exhorts, every man to appeal from 
human authority to the Scriptures; that it 
makes of the clergy guides and advisers, not 
musters and oracles ; that it discourages vain 
and idle ceremonies, unmeaning observances, 
and hypocritical pomp ; and encourages free- 
dom in thinking upon religioBrandaimf Hetty 



in reUgious forms. It is impossible that any 
oandid man should not observe the marked 
superiori^ of ike Protestants over the Catholic 
fhidi in these particulars; and difficult that 
any pious man should not feel grateful to 
Almighty Providence for escape firom danger 
which would have plunged this country afresh 
into so many errors and so many absurdities. 
I hope, in this condemnation of the Catholic 
religion (in which I most sincerely join its 
bitterest enemies), I shall not be so far mis- 
taken as to have it supposed that I would con- 
vey the slightest approbation of any laws 
which disqualify or incapacitate any class of 
men from civil offices on account of religious 
opinions. I regard all such laws as fhtal and 
lamentable mistakes in legislation; they are 
mistakes of troubled times, and half-barbarous 
ag««. All Europe is gradually emeiiging from 
their influence. This country has lately, with 
the entire consent of its prelates, made a noble 
and successfril effi^rt, by the abolition of some 
of the most obnoxious laws of this class. In 
proportion as such example is followed, the 
enemies of church and state will be diminish- 
ed, and the foundation of peace, order, and 
happiness be strengthened. These are m> 
opinions, Which I mention, not to convert you, 
but to guard m3r8elf from misrepresentation, 
tt is my duty^ — ^it is my wish^t is the sub- 
ject of this day to point out those evils oT the 
Catholic religion from which we have escaped: 
but I should be to the last degree concerned, 
if a condemnation of theological errors were 
to be construed into an approbation of laws 
whieh I cannot but cotAvl«t ^& ^^t*^-^ tbw^m^ 
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you to remember that I record these opinions 
not for the purpose of converting any one to 
them, which would be an abuse of the privi- 
lege of addressing you from the pulpit; not 
that I attach the slightest degree of importance 
to them because they are mine ; but merely to 
guard myself from misrepresentation upon a 
point on which all men's passions are, at this 
moment, so powerfully excited. 

I have said that, at this moment, all men's 
passions are powerfully excited on this sub- 
ject. If this is true, it points out to me my 
line of duty. I must use my endeavours to 
guard against the abuse of this day ; to take 
care that the principles of sound reason are 
not lost sight of; atid that such excitement, 
instead of rising into dangerous vehemence, 
is calmed into active and usefhl investigation 
of the subject. 

I shall, therefore, on the present occasion, 
not investigate generally the duties of charity 
and forbearance, but of charity and forbearance 
in religious matters ; of that Christian meek- 
ness and humility which prevent the intrusion 
of bad passions into religious concerns, and 
keep calm and pure the mind intent upon 
eternity. And remember, I beg of you, that 
the rules I shall offer you for the observation 
of Christian charity are general, and of uni- 
versal application. What you choose to do, 
and which way you incline upon any particu- 
lar question, are, and can be, no concern of 
mine. It would be the height of arrogance 
and presumption in me, or in any other minis- 
ter of God's word, to interfere on such points; 
I only endeavour to teach that spirit of forbear- 
ance and charity, which (tkough it cannot 
always prevent differences upon religious 
poiAts) will ensure that these differences are 
carried on with Christian gentleness. I have 
endeavoured to lay down these rules for differ- 
ence with care and moderation ; and, if you 
will attend to them patiently, I think you will 
agree with me, that, however the practice of 
them may be forgotten, the propriety of them 
. cannot be denied. 

It would always be easier to fall in with hu- 
man passions than to resist them ; but the 
ministers of God must do their duty through 
evil report, and through good report; neither 
prevented nor excited by the interests of the 
present day. They must teach those general 
truths which the Christian religion has com- 
mitted to their care, and upon which the hap- 
piness and peace of the world depend. 

In pressing upon you the great duty of reli- 
gious charity, the inutility of the opposite de- 
fect of religious violence first offers itself to, 
and, indeed, obtrudes itself upon my notice. 
The evil of difference of opinion must exist ; 
it admits of no cure. The wildest visionary 
does not now hope he can bring his fellow- 
creatures to one standard of faith. If history 
has taught us any one thing, it is that man- 
kinll, on such sort of subjects, will form their 
own opinions. Therefore, to want charity in 
religious matters is at least useless ; it hardens 
<rror and provokes recrimination ; but it does 
not enUghten those whom we wish to reclaim, 
nor docs it extend doctrines which to txs ap- 
pear 56 ciear and indispaUble. Bui vo 4o 



wrong, and to gain nothing by it, are surely te 
add folly to fault, and to proclaim an under 
standing not led by the rule of teason, as wet 
as a disposition unregulated by the ChrisCiao 
faith. 

Religious charity requires that we should 
not judge any sect of Christians by the repre- 
sentations of their enemies alone, without 
hearing and reading what they have to say in 
their own defence ; it requires only, of course, 
to state such a rule to procure for it general 
admission. No man can pretend to say that 
such a rule is not founded upon the plainest 
principles of justice— upon thase plain prind^ 
pies of justice which no one thinks of violating 
in the ordinary concerns of life ; and yet I fear 
that rule is not always very strictly adhered to 
in religious animosities. Religious had^ is 
often founded on tradition, oAen on hearsay, 
often on the misrepresentations of notorious 
enemies ; without inquiry, without the slightest 
examination of opposite reasons and authori- 
ties, or consideration of that which the accused 
party has to offer for defence or explanation. It 
IS impossible, I admit, to examine every thing; 
many have not talents, many have not leisure, 
for such pursuits; many must be contented 
with the faith in which they have been brought 
up, and must think it the best modification of 
the Christian faith, because they are told it is 
so. But this imperfect acquaintance with re- 
ligious controversy, though not blameable 
when it proceeds from want of power, and 
want of opportunity, can be no possible justi- 
fication of violent and acrimonious opinions. 
I would say to the ignorant man, ** It is not 
your ignorance I blame; you have had no 
means, perhaps, of acquiring knowledge: the 
circumstances of your life have not led to it- 
may have prevented it; but then I must tell 
you, if you have not had leisure to inquire^ you 
have no right to accuse. If you are unacquaint- 
ed with the opposite argumentsr-or, knowing, 
cannot balance them, it is not upon yon the 
task devolves of exposing the errors, and im- 
pugning the opinions of other sects." If cha- 
rity is ever necessary, it is in those who know 
accurately neither the accusation nor the de- 
fence. If invective^ — ^if rooted antipathy, io 
religious opinions, is ever a breach of Chris- 
tian rules, it is so in those who, not being able 
to become wise, are not willing to become 
charitable and modest 

Any candid man, acquainted with religious 
controversy, will, I think, admit that he has 
frequently, in the course of his studies* been 
astonished by the force of arguments with 
which that cause has been defended, which he 
at first thought to be incapable of any defence 
at all. Some accusations he has found to be 
utterly groundless; in others the facts and 
arguments have been mis-stated ; in other in- 
stances the accusation has been retorted ; in 
many cases the tenets have been defended by 
strong arguments and honest appeal to Scrip- 
ture; in many with consummate acutencss 
and deep learning. So that religious studies 
often teach to opponents a greater respect for 
each other's talents, motives, and acquire- 
ments \ fixhibit the real difficulties of the subi 
\«ci\ Vs^t;^ ^<t vxTV^Xait %sA. v^^x which are 
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tpt to b€ excited by opposition ; and, by these 
means, promote that forjeriying one another, 
and forbearing one another, which are ko 
powerfully recommended by the words of my 
text. 

A great deal of mischief is done by not at- 
tending to the limits of intefrference with each 
other's religions opinions, — ^by not leaving to 
tile power and wisdom of Ood that which be- 
longs to God alone. Our holy religion con- 
sists of some doctrines which influence prac- 
tice, and of others which are purely specula- 
tive. If religious errors are of the former 
description, they may, perhaps, be fair objects 
of human interference ; but, if the opinion is 
merely theological and speculative, there the 
right of human interference seems to end, be- 
cause the necessity for such interference 
does not exist. Any error of this nature is 
between the Creator and the creature, — be- 
tween the Redeemer and the redeemed. If 
such opinions are not the best opinions which 
can be found, Ood Almighty will punish the 
error, if mere error seemeth to the Almighty 
a fit object of punishment. Why may not 
man wait if Ood waits 1 Where are we called 
upon in Scripture to pursue men for errors 
purely speculative t— to assist Heaven in 
punishing those offences which belong only to 
Heaven 1 — in fighting unasked for what we 
deem to be the battles of God,— of that patient 
and merciful God, who pities the frailties we 
do not pity — who forgives the errors we do 
not forgive, — ^who sends rain upon the just 
and the unjust, and maketh his sun to shine 
upon the evil and the good t 

Another canon of religious charity is to re- 
vise, at long intervals, the bad opinions we 
have been compelled, or rather our forefathers 
have been compelled, to form of other Christian 
sects ; to see whether the different bias of the 
age, the more general diffusion of intelligence, 
do not render those tenets less pernicious: 
that which might prove a very great evil under 
other circumstances, and in other times, may, 

Serhaps, however weak and erroneous, be 
armless in these times, and under these cir- 
cumstances. We must be aware, too, that we 
do not mistake recollections for apprehen- 
sions, and confound together what has passed 
with what is to come^ — ^history with futurity. 
For instance, it would be the most enormous 
abuse of this religious institution to imagine 
that such dreadflil scenes of wickedness are 
to be apprehended fW)m the Catholics of the 
present day, because the annals of this coun- 
try were disgraced by such an event two hun- 
dred years ago. It would be an enormouf 
abuse of this day to extend the crimes of a 
few desperate wretches to a whole sect; to 
fix the passions of dark ages upon times of 
refinement and civilization. All these are 
mistake.^ and abuses of this day, which vio- 
late every principle of Christian charity, en- 
danger the peace of society, and give life and 
perpetuity to hatreds, which must perish at 
one time or another, and had better, for the 
peace of society, perish now. 

It would be religiously charitable, also, to 
consider whether the objectionable tenets, 
wht^U different sects profess, are in thieirl 



hearts as well as in their books. There is, 
unfortunately, so much pride where there 
ought to be so much humility, that it is difil- 
cult, if not almost impossible, to make religious 
sects abjure or recant the doctrines they have 
once professed. It is not in this manner, I 
fear, Uiat the best and purest churches are 
ever reformed. But the doctrine gradually be- 
comes obsolete; and, though not disowned, 
ceases in fact to be a distinguishing charac- 
teristic of the sect which professes it. These 
modes of reformation^ — ^tbis silent antiquation 
of doctrines, — this real improvement, which 
the parties themselves are too wise not to feel, 
though not wise enough to own, must, I am 
afraid, be generally conceded to human in- 
firmity. They are indulgences not anneces- 
sary to many sects of Christians. The more 
generous method would be to admit error 
where error exists, to say these were the 
tenets and interpretations of dark and igno- 
rant ages; wider inquiry, fresh discussion, 
superior intelligence have convinced us we are 
wrong ; we will act in future upon better and 
wiser principles. This is what men do in 
laws, arts, and sciences ; and happy for them 
would it be if they used the same modest do- 
cility in the highest of all concerns. But it 
is, I fear, more than experience will allow us 
to expect ; and therefore the kindest and most 
charitable method is to allow religious sects 
silently to improve without reminding them 
ol^ and taunting them with, the improvement ; 
without bringing them to the humilLition of 
former disavowal, or the still more pernicious 
practice of defending what they know to be 
indefensible. The triumphs which proceed 
from the neglect of these principles are not 
(what they pretend to be) the triumphs of re- 
ligion, but the triumphs of personal vanity. 
I%e object is not to extinguish the dangerous 
errors with as little pain and degradation as 
possible to him who has fallen into the error, 
but the object is to exalt ourselves, and to de- 
preciate our theological opponents, as much 
as possible, at any expense to God's service, 
and to the real interests 6f truth and religion. 
There is another practice not less common 
th^ this, and equally uncharitable ; and that 
is to represent the opmions of the most violent 
and eager persons who can be met with, as 
the common and received opinions of the 
whole sect There are, in eveiy denomination 
of Christians, individuals, by whose opinion 
or by whose conduct the great body would 
very reluctantly be judged. Some men aim at 
attracting notice by si^^arity; some are de- 
ficient in temper; some in learning; some 
push every principle to the extreme ; distort, 
overstate, pervert; fill every one to whom 
their cause is dear with concern that it should 
have been committed to such rash and intem- 
perate advocates. If }rou wish to gain a vic- 
tory over your antagonists, these are the men 
whose writings you should study, whose opi- 
nions you should dwell on, and should care- 
fully bring forward to notice ; but if yon wish, 
as the elect of God, to put on kindness and 
humbleness, meekness and long-suffering, — if 
you wish to forbear and to fot^^^^^.^'*4^J\\VKCv 
occut \o "jou xiaal '^^'Ql ^ws^^ ^^sS*. ^C^^sn nv*^ 
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opinions of any sect from those only who are 
approved of, and reverenced by that sect ; to 
whose authority that sect defer, and by whose 
arguments they consider their tenets to be 
propeMy defended. This may not snit your 
purpose, if you are combating for victory; but 
it is your duty if you are combating for truth ; 
it is the safe, honest, and splendid conduct of 
him who never writes nor speaks on religious 
subjects, but that he may diffuse the real bless- 
in^rs of religion among his fellow-creatures, 
and restrain the bitterness of controversy by 
the feelings of Christian charity and forbear- 
ance. 

Let us also ask ourselves, when we are sit- 
ting in severe judgment upon the faults, follies, 
and errors of other Christian sects, whether it 
is not barely possible that we have fallen into 
somo mistakes and misrepresentations ! Let 
UK ask ourselves, honestly and fairly, whether 
we are wholly exempt from prejudice, from 
pride, from obstinate eidhesion to what candour 
calls upon us to alter, and to yield 1 Are 
tiiere no violent and mistaken members of 
our own community, by whose conduct we 
should be loath to be guided, — ^by whose 
tenets we should not choose our faith should 
be judged 1 Has time, that improves all, 
found nothing in us to change for the bet- 
ter! Amid all the manifold divisions of the 
Christian world, are we the only Christians 
who, without having any thing to learn from 
the knowledge and civilization of the last three 
centuries, have started up, without infancy, 
and without error, into consummate wisdom 
and spotless perfection 1 

To listen to enemies as well as friends is a 
rule which not only increases sense in com- 
mon life, but is highly favourable to the in- 
crease of religious candour. You find that 
you are not so free from faults as your friends 
suppose, nor so full of faults as your enemies 
suppose. You begin to think it not impossi- 
ble that you may be as unjust to others as they 
are to you; and that the wisest and most 
Christian scheme is that of mutual indulgence; 
that it is better to put on, as the elect of God, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
sufiering, forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another. 

Some men cannot understand how they are 
to be zealous if they are candid in religious 
matters ; how the energy necessary for the one 
virtue is compatible with the calmness which 
the other requires. But remember that the 
Scriptures carefully distinguish between laud- 
able zeal and indiscreet zeal ; that the apostles 
and epistolary writers knew they had as much 
to fear from the over-excitement of some men as " 
from the supineness of others ; and in nothing ' 
liave they laboured more than in preventing . 
religion from arming human passions instead 
of allaying them, and rendering those princi- 
ples a source of mutual jealousy and hatred 
which were intended for universal peace. I 
admit that indiflerence sometimes puts on the 
appearance of candour ; but, though there is 
A counterfeit, yet there is a reality; and the 
imitation proves the value of the original, be- 
canse men only attempt to multiply tV\c apy^ear- 
Mticcs of useful and importaivt things. The 



object is to be at the same time pious to Qok 
and charitable to man; to render your own 
faiUi as pure and perfect as possible, not only 
without hatred of those who differ from yea, 
but with a constant recollection that it is possi- 
ble, in spite of thought and study, that yon may 
have been mistaken^ — that other sects mav be 
right, and that a zeal in his servic^e, which 
God does not want, is a very bad excuse for 
those bad passions which his sacred word 
condemns. 

Lastly, I would suggest that many differences 
between sects are of less importance than 
the furious zeal of many men would make 
them. Are the tenets of any sect of such a 
description, that we believe they will be saved 
undier the Christian faith 1 Do they fulfil the 
common duties of life 1 Do they respect pro- 
perty t Are they obedient to the laws t Do 
they speak the truth t If all these tilings are 
right, the violence of hostility may surely sub- 
mit to some little softness and relaxation; 
honest difference of opinion cannot call for 
such entire separation and complete antipathy ; 
such zeal as this, if it be zeal, and not some- 
thing worse, is not surely zeal according to 
discretion. 

The arguments, then, which I have adduced 
in support of the great principles of religious 
charity are, that violence upon such subjects 
is rarely or ever found to be useful ; but gene- 
rally to produce effects opposite to those which 
are intended. I have observed that religious 
sects are not to be judged from the represen- 
tations of their enemies ; but that they are to 
be heard for themselves, in the pleadings of 
their best writers, not in the representations 
of those whose intemperate zeal is a misfor- 
tune to the sect to which they belong. If you 
will study the principles of your religious 
opponents, you will often find your contempt 
and hatred lessened in proportion as ^'oq are 
better acquainted with what you despise. Many 
religious opinions, which are purely specu- 
lative, are without the limits of human inter- 
ference. In the numerous sects of Christianity, 
interpreting our religion in very opposite 
manners, all cannot be right Imitate the for- 
bearance and long^uffering of God, who 
throws the mantle of his mercy over ail, and 
who will probably save, on the last day, the 
piously right and the piously wrong, seeking 
Jesus in humbleness of mind. Do not drive 
religious sects to the disgrace (or to what they 
foolishly think the disgrace) of formally disa- 
vowing tenets they once professed, but concede 
something to human weakness; and, when 
the tenet is virtually given up, treat it as if it 
were actually given up ; and always consider 
it to be very possible that you yourself may 
have made mistakes, and fallen into erroneous 
opinions, as well as any other sect to which 
you are opposed. If you put on these dispo- 
sitions, and this tenor of mind, j'ou cannot be 
guilty of any religious fault, take what part 
you will in the religious disputes which ap- 
pear to be coming on the world. If yon choose 
to perpetuate the restrictions upon your fellow- 
creatures, no one has a right to call you bigoted ; 
\C yo^ cYvQfOs^ to do them away, no one has any 
i\%\i\,\x^ c^ -^^XQkXtx «xA Viv!^>ffiR:w&\\ Y<>u have 
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done your utmost to do right, and, whether you 
err, or do not err, in your mode of interpreting 
the Christian relij^ion, you show at least that 
vou have caught its heavenly spirit, — that you 
t^ve put on, as the elect of God, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suSering, 
forbearing one azwther, and forgiving one 
another. 

I have thus endeavoured to lay before yon 
the uses and abuses of this day; and, having 
stated the great mercy of God s intierference, 
and the blessings tbi» country has secured to 
itself in resisting the errors, and follies, and 
superstitions of the Catholic Church, I have 
endeavoured that this just sense of our own 
superiority should not militate against the 
sacred principles of Christian charity. That 
charity which I ask for others, I ask also for 
myself. I am sure I am preaching before 
those who will think (whether they agree 
with me or not) that I have spoken consci- 
entiously, and from good motives, and from 
honest feelings, on a very difficult subject, — 
not sought for by me, but devolving upon 
me in the course of duty ; — in which I should 
have been heartily ashamed of myself (as 
you would have been ashamed of me), if I 
had thought only how to flatter and please, 
or thought of any thing but what I hope I 



always do think of in the pulpit,— that I am 
placed here by God to tell the truth, and to do 
good. 

I shall conclude my sermon, (pushed, I am 
afraid, already to an unreasonable length,) by 
reciting to you a very short and beautiful apo- 
logue, taken from the rabbinical writers. It is, 
I believe, quoted by Bishop Taylor in his 
" Holy Living and Dying." I have not now 
access to that book, but I quote it to you from 
memory ; and should be made truly happy if 
you would quote it to others from memory 
also. 

"As Abraham was sitting in the door of hii 
tent, there came unto him a wayfaring man ; 
and Abraham gave him water for his feet, and 
set bread before him. And Abraham said unto 
him, * Let us now worship the Lord our God 
before we eat of this bread.' And the wayfar- 
ing man said unto Abraham, 'I will not wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, for thy God is not my 
God, but I will worship my God, even the God 
of my fathers.' But Abraham was exceeding 
wroth ; and he rose up to put the wa3rfaring 
man forth from the door of his tent. And the 
voice of the Lord was heard in the tent^ — ^Abra- 
ham, Abraham ! have I borne with this man 
for threescore and ten years, and canst not 
thou bear with him for one hour 1" 
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LETTER L 

DiAB Abbahax, 

A woBTHisa and b^ter man than yourself 
does not exist; but I have always told you, 
from the time of our boyhood, that you were a 
bit of a goose. Your parochial affairs are go- 
verned with exemplary order and regularity ; 
you are as powerful in the vestry as Mr. Per- 
ceval is in the House of Commons, — and, I 
must say, with much more reason ; nor do I 
know any church where the faces and smock- 
frocks of the congregation are so clean, or 
their eyes so uniformly directed to the preacher. 
There' is another point upon which I will do 
you ample justice ; and that is, that the eyes 
so directed towards you are wide open ; for 
the rustic has, in general, good principles, 
though he cannot control his animal habits ; 
and, however loud he may snore, his face is 
perpetually turned towards the fountain of 
orthodoxy. 

Having done you this act of justice, I shall 
^•roceed, according to our ancient intimacy 
and familiaritv, to explain to you my opinions 
about the Catholics, and to reply to yours. 
57 



In the first plac^, my sweet Anianam, the 
pope is not landed nor are there any curates 
sent out after him — ^nor has he been hid at St. 
Alban's by the Dowager Lady Spencer— nor 
dined privately at Holland House— nor been 
seen near Dropmore. If these fears exist 
(which I do not believe), they exist only in the 
mind of the chancellor of the exchequer ; they 
emanate from his zeal for the Protestant inte- 
rest; and, though they reflect the highest 
honour upon the delicate irritability of his 
faith, must certainly be considered as more 
ambiguous proofs of the sanity and rigour of 
his understanding. By this time, however, 
the best informed clergy in the neighbourhood 
of the metropolis are convinced that the rumour 
is without foundation ; and, though the pope is 
probably hovering about our coast in a fishing 
smack, it is most likely he will fall a prey to 
the vigilance of our druisers ; and it is certair. 
he has not yet polluted the Protestantism of our 
soil. 

Exactly in the same manner, the story of 
the wooden gods seized at Charing Cross, by 
an order from the Foreign Office, turns out in 
be without the shadow of a foundation; in- 
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fttead of the angels and archangels, mentioned 
by ihc informer, nothing was discovered but a 
wooden image of Lord Mulgrave, going down 
to Chatham, as a head-piece for the Spanker 

gan-vessel; it was an exact resemblance of 
is .ordship in his military uniform ; and there- 
fort as little like a god as can well be imagined. 
Having set your fears at rest as to the extent 
of the conspiracy formed against the Protestant 
religion, I will now come to the argument 
itself. 

You say these men interpret the Scriptures 
in an orthodox manner ; and that they eat their 
God* — ^Very likely. All this may seem very 
important to you,iirho live fourteen miles from 
a market-town, and, from long residence upon 
your living, are become a kind of holy ve- 
getable ; and, in a theological sense, it is highly 
important But I want soldiers and sailors 
for the state ; I want to make a greater use than 
I now can do of a poor country full of men ; I 
want to render the military service popular 
among the Irish; to check the power of 
France ; to make every possible exertion for 
the safety of Europe, which in twenty years' 
time will be nothing but a mass of French 
slaves; and then you, and ten thousand other 
such boobies as you, call out — ** For God's 
sake, do not think of raising cavalry and in- 
fantry in Ireland! .... They interpret the 
Epistle to Timothy in a different manner from 
what we do ! ... . They eat a bit of wafer 
every Sunday, which they call their God!" 
.... I wish to my soul they would eat you, 
and such reasoners as you are. What ! when 
Turk, Jew, Heretic, Infidel, Catholic, Protest- 
ant, are all combined against this country; 
when men of every religious persuasion, and 
no religious persuasion; when the population 
of half the globe is up in arms against us ; are 
•we to stand examining our generals and armies 
as a bishop examines a candidate for holy or- 
ders ? and to suffer no one to bleed for Eng- 
land who does not agree with you about the 
3d of Timothy! You talk about the Catholics ! 
If you and your brotherhood have been able to 
persuade the country into a continuation of 
i this grossest of all absurdities, you have ten 
times the power which the Catholic clergy 
ever had in their best days. Louis XTV., when 
he revoked the Edict of Nantes, never thought 
of preventing the Protestants from fighting his 
battles ; and gained accordingly some of his 
most splendid victories by the talents of his 
Protestant generals. No power in Europe, but 
yourselves, has ever thought, for these hundred 
years past, of asking whether a bayonet is 
Catholic, or Presbyterian, or Lutheran; but 
whether it is sharp and well-tempered. A bigot 
delights in public ridicule; for he begins to 
think he is a martyr. I can promise you the 
full enjo3rment of this pleasure, from one ex- 
tremity of Europe to the other. 

lam as disgusted with the nonsense of the Ro- 
man Catholic religion as you can be ; and no 
, man who talks such nonsense shall ever lithe 
' ihe product of the earth, nor meddle with the 
ecclesiastical establishment in any shape; — 
hut what have I to do with the speculative 
J nonsense of his theology, when the object is 
k9 0l0et the mayor ef a countrv town, or lo 



appoint a colonel of a marching regiment! 
Will a man discharge the solemn imperti- 
nences of the one ofiice with the less zeal, or 
shrink from the bloody boldness of the other 
with greater timidity, because the blockhead ifc- 
lieves in all the Catholic nonsense of the real 
presence. I am sorry there should be such 
impious folly in the world, but I should be ten 
times a greater fool than he is, if I refused, in 
consequence of his folly, to lead him out 
against the enemies of the state. Your whole 
argument is wrong; the state has nothing 
whatever to do with theological errors which 
do not violate the common rules of morality, 
and militate against the fair power of the ruler: 
it leaves all these errors to you, and to snch 
as you. You have every tenth porker in yonr 
parish for refuting them ; and take care that 
you are vigilant and logical in the task. 

I love the church as well as you do ; but yoa 
totally mistake the nature of an establishment, 
when you contend that it ought to be connected j 
with the military and civil career of every in- ^ 
dividual in the state. It is quite right that 
there should be one clergyman to every parish 
interpreting the Scriptures aAer a particular 
manner, ruled by a regular hierarchy, and paid 
with a rich proportion of haycocks and wheat- 
sheafs. When I have laid tiiis foundation for 
a rational religion in the state— when I have 
placed ten thousand well-educated men in dif- 
fere;it parts of the kingdom to preach it op, 
and compelled every body to pay them, whether 
they hear them or not — ^I have taken such 
measures as I know must ahvajra procure an 
immense majority in favour of the established 
church ; but I can go no farther. I cannot set 
• up a civil inquisition, and say to one, jron 
shall not be a butcher, because you arc not o^ 
thodox; and prohibit another from brewing, 
and a third from administering the law, and a 
fourth from defending the countiy. If com- ' 
mon justice did not prohibit me from such a 
conduct, common sense would. Tlie advan- 
tage to be gained by quitting the heresy would 
make it shameful to abandon it ; and men who 
had once lefl the church would continue in 
such a state of alienation from a point of 
honour, and transmit that spirit to the latest 
posterity. This is just the efilect your disquali- 
fying laws have produced. They have fed Dr. 
Rees and Dr. Kippis ; crowded the congrega* 
tion of the Old Jewry to suffocation ; and enar 
bled every sublapsarian, and supralapsarian, 
and semipelagian clergyman, to build himself 
a neat brick chapel, and live with some distant 
resemblance to the state of a gentleman. 

You say the king's coronation oath will not 
allow him to consent to any relaxation of the 
Catholic laws — Why not relax the Catholic 
laws as well as the laws against Protestant 
dissenters ! If one is contrary to his oath, the 
other must be so too; for the spirit of the oath 
is,to defend the churoh establishment ; which 
the Quaker and the Presb3rterian differ fcom 
as much or more than the Catholic ; and 3ret 
his majesty has repealed the Corporation and 
Test Act in Ireland, and done more for the 
Catholics of both kingdoms than bad been 
done for them since the Reformation. In 1778 
i \Yve mvnislers said nothing about the rova con 
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science; in 1793* no conscience; in 1804 no 
conscience ; the common feeling of humanity 
and justice then seem to have had their fullest 
influence upon the advisers of the crown; but 
irr 1807 — a year, I suppose, eminently fruitful 
in moral and religious scruples', (as some years 
are fmitfol In apples, some in hops, — it is con- 
tended by the well-paid John Bowles, and by 
Mr. Perceval (who tried to be well paid), that 
that is now perjury which wc had hitherto 

• called policy and benevolence! Religious 
. liberty nas never made such a stride as under 

^ the reign of his present majesty; nor is there 
any instance in the annals of our history, 
where so many infamous and damnable laws 
^ave been repealed as those against the Ca- 
tholics, which have been put an end to by 
him; and then, at the close of this useful po- 
licy, his advisers discover that the very mear 
sures of concession and indulgence, or (to use 
my own language), the measures of justice, 
which he has been pursuing through the whole 
of his reii^n, are contrary to the oath he takes 
at its commencement! That oath binds his 
majesty not to consent to any measure con- 
trary to the interests of the established church; 
but who is to judge of the tendency of each 
particular measure 1 Not the king alone; it 
can never be the intention of this law that the 
king, who listens to the advice of his Parliar 
ment updn a road bill, should reject it upon 
the most important of all measures. What- 
ever be his own private judgment of the ten- 
dency of any ecclesiastical bill, he complies 
most strictly with his oath, if he is guided in 
that particular point by the advice of his Par- 
liament, who may be presumed to understand 
its tendency better than the king, or any other 
individual. You say, if Parliament had been 
unanimous in their opinion of the absolute 
necessity for Lord Howick's bill, and the king 
had thought it pernicious, he would have been 
perjured if he had not rejected it I say, -on 
the contrary, his majesty would have acted in 
the most conscientious manner, and have com- 

Elied most scrupulously with his oath, if he 
ad sacrificed his own opinion to the opinion 
of the great council of the nation ; because the 
probability was that such opinion was better 
than his own ; and upon the same principle, 
in common life, you give up your opinion to 
your physician, your lawyer, and your builder. 
You admit this bill did not compel the king 
to elect Catholic oflScers, but only gave him 
the option of doing so if he pleased; but you 
add, that the king was right in not trusting 
such dangerous power to himself or his suc- 
cessors. Now, you are either to suppose that 
the king, for the time being, has a zeal for the 
Catholic establishment, or that he has not. If 
he has not, where is the danger of giving such 
an option t If you suppose that he may be 
influenced by such an admiration of the Ca- 
tholic religion, why did his present majesty, 
in the year 1804, consent to that bill which 
empowered the crown to station ten thousand 
Catholic soldiers in any part of the kingdom, 
and placed them absolutely at the disposal of 



♦ Tlie«e feelingi of humaniiy and justice were at aome 
periodB a little quickened by the reprwwiitaUons of 
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the crown 1 If the King of England for the 
time being is a good Protestant, there can be 
no danger in making the Catholic eligible to 
any thing ; if he is not, no power can possibly 
be so dangerous as that conveyed by the bill 
last quoted ; to which, in point of peril, Lord 
Howick's bill is a mere joke. But the real 
fact is, one bill opened a door to his majestjr's 
advisers for trick, jobbing, and intrigue; the 
other did not. 

Besides, what folly to talk to me of an oath, 
which, under all possible circumstances, is to 
prevent the relaxation of the Catholic laws ! 
for such a solemn appeal to God sets all con- 
ditions and contingencies at defiance. Sup- 
pose Bonaparte was to retrieve the only very 
great blunder he has made, and were to suc- 
ceed, aAer repeated trials, in making an im- 
pression upon Ireland, do you think we should 
hear any thing of the impediment of a coro- 
nation oath 1 or would the spirit of this country 
tolerate for an hour such ministers, and such 
unheard-of nonsense, if the most distant pros- 
pect existed of conciliating the Catholics by 
every species even of the most abject conces- 
sion 1 And yet, if your argument is good for 
any thing, the coronation oath ought to reject, 
at such a moment, every tendency to concilia- 
tion, and to bind Ireland forever to the crown 
of France. 

I found in your letter the usual remarks 
about fire, fagot, and bloody Mary, ^e you 
aware, my dear priest, that there were as many 
persons put to death for religious opinions 
under the mild Elizabeth as under the bloody 
Mary? The reign of the former was, to be 
sure, ten times as long; but I only mention the 
fact, merely to show you that something de- 
pends upon the age in which men live, as 
well as on their religious opinions. Three 
hundred years ago, men burnt and hanged each 
other for these opinions. Time has softened 
Catholic as well as Protestant; they both re- 
quired it; though each perceives only his own 
improvement, and is blind to that of the other. 
We are all the creatures of circumstances. I 
know not a kinder and belter man than your- 
self; but you (if you had lived in those times) 
would certainly have roasted your Catholic; 
and I promise you, if the first exciter of this 
religious mob had been as powerful then as 
he is now, you would soon have been elevated 
to the mitre. I do not go the length of sa^g 
that the world has sufiered as much from Pro- 
testant as from Catholic persecution; far from 
it: but you should remember the Catholics 
had all the power, when the idea first started 
up in the world that there could be two modes 
of faith; and that it was much more natural 
they should attempt to crush this diversity of 
opinion by great and cruel efforts, than that 
the Protestants should rage against those wao 
differed from them, when the very basis of 
their system was Complete freedom in all spirit 
ual matters. 

I cannot extend my letter any further ai 
present, but you shall soon hear from me 
again. You tell me I am a party man. I hope 
I shall always be so, when I see my country 
in the hands of a pert London joker and a se- 
cond-rate lawyer. Of the first, no other goot! 
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is knowB than that he makes pretty Latin 
verses; the second seems to me to have the 
head of a country parson, and the tongue of 
an Old Bailey lawyer. 

If I could see good measures pursued, I care 
bot a farthing who is in power ; hut I have a 
(passionate love for common justice, and for 
Common sense, and I ahhor and despise every 
taan who huilds up his political fortune upon 
their ruin. 

God bless you, reverend Abraham* and de- 
<^nd you iVom the pope, and all of us from 
that administration who seekjpower by oppos- 
ing a measure which Burke, Pitt, and Fox all 
eonsldered as absolutely necessary to the exist- 
ence of the country. 



LETTER n. 

Daia ABmABAM, 

Tbb Catholic not respect an oath ! why not? 
What upon earth has kept him out of Parlia- 
ment, or excluded him from all the offices 
whence he is excluded, but his respect for 
oaths 1 There is no law which pronibits a 
/ Catholic to sit m Parliament There could be 
lio such law ; because It is impossible to find 
out what passes in the Interior of any man's 
mind. Suppose it were in contemplation to 
exclude all men from certain offices who con- 
tended for the legality of taking tithes: the 
only mode of discovering that fervid love of 
decimation which I know you to possess would 
be to tender you an oath "against that damna- 
ble doctrine, that it is lawful for a spiritual 
man to take, abstract, appropriate, subduct, or 
lead away the tenth calf, sheep, lamb, ox, pi- 
geon, duck," 6cc,y 6cc,, 6cc,^ and every other ani- 
mal that ever existed, which of course the 
lawyers would take care to enumerate. Now 
this oath I am sure you would rather die than 
take; and so the Catholic is excluded from 
Parliament because he will not swear that he 
disbelieves the leading doctrines of his reli- 
gion ! The Catholic asks you to abolish some 
oaths which oppress him; your answer is, that 
he doej not respect oaths. Then why subject 
him to the test of oaths t llie oaths keep him 
out of Parliament ; why then he respects them. 
Turn which way you will, either your laws 
are nugatory, or the Catholic is bound by reli- 
gious obligations as you arc ; but no eel in the 
well-sanded fist of a cook-maid, upon the eve 
of being skinned, ever twisted and writhed as 
an orthodox parson does when he is compelled 
by the gripe of reason to admit any thing in 
favour of a dissenter. 

I will not dispute with you whether the pope 
be or be not the Scarlet Lady of Babylon. I 
hope it is not so ; because I am afraid it will 
induce his majesty^s chancellor of the exche- 
quer to introduce several severe bills against 
Popery, if that is the case ; and though he will 
have the decency to appoint a previous com- 
mittee of inquiry as to the fact, Ihe committee 
will be garbled, and the report inflammatory. 
Leaving this to be settled as he pleases to 
seuie it, I wish to inform you, that previously 
fn the hiU Ust passed in favour of the Ca\Yio- 



lics, at the suggestion of Mr. Pitt, and for his 
satisfaction, the opinions of six of the most 
celebrated of the foreign Catholic universities 
were taken as to the right of the pope to inter- 
fere in the temporal concerns of any country. 
The answer cannot possibly leave the shadow 
of a doubt, even in the mind of Baron Ma- 
seres ; and Dr. Rennel would be compelled to 
admit it, if three bishops lay dead at the very 
moment the question were put to him. To 
this answer might be added also the solemn < 
declaration and signature of all the Catholics 
in Great Britain. 

I should perfectly agree with yon, if the 
Catholics admitted such a dangerous dispens- 
ing power in the hands of the pope ; but they 
all deny it, and laugh at it, and are ready to 
abjure it in the most decided manner you can 
devise. They obey the pope as the spiritual 
head of their church ; but are you really so 
foolish as to be imposed upon by mere names! 
— What matters it the seven-thousandth part 
of a farthing who is the spiritual head of any 
church 1 Is not Mr. WUberforce at the head 
of the church of Clapham 1 Is not Dr. Letsom 
at the head of the Quaker church 1 Is not the 
general assembly at the head of the church of 
Scotland ? How is the government disturbed 
by these many-headed churches ? or in what 
way is the power of the crown augmented by 
this almost nominal dignity? 

The king appoints a fast-day once a year, 
and he makes the bishops ; and if the govern- 
ment would take half the pains to keep the 
Catholics out of the arms of France that it 
does to widen Temple Bar, or improve Snow 
Hill, the king would get into his hands the 
appointments of the titular bishops of Ireland. 

— Both Mr. C ^'s sisters enjoy pensions 

more than sufficient to place the two greatest 
dignitaries of the Irish Catholic Church entirely 
at the disposal of the crown^ — Every body who 
knows Ireland knows perfectly well, that 
nothing would be easier, with the expenditure 
of a little money, than to preserve enough of 
the ostensible appointment in the hands of the 
pope to satisfy the scruples of the Catholics, 
while the real nomination remained with the 
crown. But, as I have before said, the mo- 
ment the very name of Ireland is mentioned, 
the English seem to bid adieu to common 
feeling, common prudence, and to common 
sense, and to act with the barbarity of tyrants, 
and the fatuity of idiots. 

Whatever your opinion may be of the follies 
of the Roman Catholic religion, remember they 
are the follies of four millions of human 
beings, increasing rapidly in numbers, wealth 
and intelligence, who, if firmly united with 
this country, would set at defiance the power 
of France, and if once wrested from their 
alliance with England, would in three years 
render its existence as an independent nation 
absolutely impossible. You speak of danger 
to the establishment : I request to know when 
the establishment was ever so much in danger 
as when Hoche was in Bantry Bay, and 
whether all the books of Bossuet, or the arts 
of the Jesuits, were half so terrible ? Mr. Per- 
ceval and his parsons forgot all this, in their 
\ ViotTOT \e«\ VKeVvft or fourteen old women may 
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b« c<»nverted to holy water, and Catholic non- 
sense. They never see that, while they are 
saving these venerable ladies from perdition, 
Ireland may be lost, England broken down, 
and the Protestant Chnrch, with all its deans, 
prebendaries, Percevals and Rennels, be swept 
into the vortex of oblivion. 

Do not, I beseech you, ever mention to me 
again the name of Dr. Duigenan. I have been 
. in every comer of Ireland, and have studied 
its present strength and condition with no 
common labour. Be assured Ireland does not 
contain at this moment less than five millions 
of people. There were r*»tiirned in the year 
179i to the hearth lax 701,000 houses, and 
there is no kind of question that there were 
about 50,000 houses omitted in that return. 
Taking, however, only the number returned 
for the tax, and allowing the average of six to 
a house (a very small average for a potato-fed 
people), this brings the population to 4,200,000 
people in the year 1791 ; and it can be shown 
from the clearest evidence, (and Mr. Newen- 
ham in his book shows it,) that Ireland for the 
last fifty years has increased in its population 
at the rate of 50 or 60,000 per annum ; which 
leaves the present population of Ireland at 
about five millions, alter every possible deduc- 
tion for exitting circuimtances, just and necessary 
warSf monstrous and unnatural rebdlion^^ and all 
other sources of htiman destruction. Of this 
population, two oat of ten are Protestants ; and 
the half of the Protestant population are dis- 
senters, and as inimical to the church as the 
Catholics themselves. In this state of things, 
thumb-screws and whipping — admirable en- 
gines of policy, as they must be considered to 
be — will not ultimately avail. The Catholics 
will hang over you ; they will watch for the 
moment; and compel you hereafter to give 
them ten times as much, against your will, as 
they would now be contented with, if it was 
voluntarily surrendered. Remember what hap- 
pened in the American war: when Ireland 
compelled you to give her every thing she 
asked, and to renounce, in the most explicit 
manner, your claim of sovereignty over her. 
God Almighty grant the folly of these present 
men may not bring on such another crisis of 
public aJQTairs ! 

What are your dangers which threaten the 
establishment? — Reduce this declamation to a 
point, and let us understand what you mean. 
The most ample allowance does not calculate 
that there would be more than twenty mem- 
bers who were Roman Catholics in one house, 
and ten in the other, if the Catholic emancipa- 
tion were carried into effect. Do you mean 
that these thirty members would bring in a bill 
to take away the tithes from the Protestant, 
and to pay them to the Catholic clergy 1 Do 
you mean that a Catholic general would march 
his army into the House of Commons and 
purge it of Mr. Perceval and Mr. Duigenani 
or, that the theological writers would become 
all of a sudden more acute and more learned, 
if the present civil incapacities were removed t 
Do you fear for your tithes, or your doctrines, 
or your person, or the English constitution 1 
Every fear, taken separately, is so glaringly 
absurd, that no man ha» thp folly or the bold- 



ness to state it Every one conceals his igno* 
ranee, or his baseness, in a stupid general 
panic, whi«h, when called on, he is utterly 
incapable of explaining. Whatever you think 
of the Catholics, there they are — you cannot ▼ 
get rid of them ; your alternative is, to give 
them a lawful place for stating their griev* 
ances, or an unlawful one : if you do not admit 
them to the House of Commons, they will hold 
their Parliament in Potato-place, Dublin, and 
be ten times as violent and inflammatory as 
tliey would be in Westminster. Nothing would 
give me such an idea of security, as to see 
twenty or thirty Catholic gentlemen in Parlia* 
ment, looked upon by all the Catholics as the 
fair and proper organ of their party. I should 
have thought it the height of good fortune that 
such a wish existed on their part, and the very 
essence of madness and ignorance to reject \u 
Can you murder the Catholics? — Can yoa 
neglect them? They are too numerous for 
both these expedients. What remains to be 
done is obvious lo every human being — ^butto 
that man who, instead of being a Methodist 
preacher, is, for the curse of us, and our 
children, and for the ruin of Troy, and the 
misery of good old Priam and his sons, become 
a legislator and a politician. 

A distinction, I perceive, is taken, by one 
of the most feeble noblemen in Great Britain, 
between persecution and the deprivation of 
political power; whereas, there is no more 
distinction between these two things than 
there is between him who makes the distinc- 
tion and a booby. If I strip off the relic-co- 
vered jacket of a Catholic, and give him 
twenty stripes .... I persecute ; if I say, every 
body in the town where you live shall be a 
candidate for lucrative and honourable offices, 
but you who are a Catholic .... I do not per- 
secute ! — What barbarous nonsense is this ! as 
if degradation was not as great an evil as 
bodily pain, or as severe poverty ; as if I could 
not be as great a tyrant by saying. You shall 
not enjoy — as by sa3ring. You shall suffer. 
The English, I believe, are as truly religious 
as any nation in Europe ; I know no greater 
blessing; but it carries with it this evil in its 
train, that any villain who will bawl out " Ths 
church is in danger T may get a place, and a 
good pension; and that any administration 
who will do the same thing may bring a set of 
men into power Vfao, at a moment of stationary 
and passive piety, would be hooted by the very 
boys in the streets. But it is not all religion; 
it is, in grt9X part, that narrow and exclusive 
spirit which delights to keep the common 
blessings of sun, and air, and freedom from 
other human beings. <<Your religion has 
always been degraded; you are in the dust, 
and I will take care you never rise again. I ,.- 
should enjoy less the possession of an earthly 
good, by everv additional person to whom it 
was extended." You may not be aware of it 
yourself, most reverend Abraham, but 3roii 
deny their freedom to the Catholics upon the 
same principle- that Sarah your wife reftises 
to give the receipt for a ham oi a gooseberry 
dumpling ; she values her receipts, not because 
they secure to her a certain flavouf, »ut be- 
cause they remind her that her n«t^K\i-v<vt% 
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want ;t:— a feeling laughable in a priestess, 
shameful in a priest; venial when it withholds 
the blessings of a ham, tyrannical and exe- 
crable when il narrows the boon of religious 
freedom. 

You spend a great deal of ink about the 
character of the present prime-minister. Grant 
you all that you write ; I say, I fear he will 
ruin Ireland, and pursue a line of policy de- 
structive to the true interest of his country ; 
and then you tell me, he is faithful to Mrs. 
Perceval, and kind to the Master Percevals ! 
These are, undoubtedly, the first qualifications 
to be looked to in a time of the most serious 
public danger; but somehow or another (if 
public and private virtues must always be in- 
compatible), I should prefer that he destroyed 
the domestic happiness of Wood or Cockell, 
owed for the veal of the preceding year, whip- 
ped his boys, and saved his coiintry. 

The late administration did not do right; 
they did not build their measures upon the 
solid basis of facts. They should have caused 
several Catholics to have been dissected after 
death by surgeons of either religion ; and the 
report to have been published with accompa- 
nying plates. If the viscera, and other organs 
of life, had been found to be the same as in 
Protestant bodies ; if the provision of nerves, 
arteries, cerebrum, and cerebellum, had been 
the same as we are provided with, or as the 
dissenters are now known to possess; then, 
indeed, Uiey might have met Mr. Perceval 
upon a proud eminence, and convinced the 
country at large of the strong probability that 
the Catholics are really human creatures, en- 
dowed with the feelings of men, and entitled to 
all their rights. But instead of this wise and 
prudent measure. Lord Howick, with his usual 
precipitation, brings forward a bill in their 
favour, without ofiering the slightest proof to 
the coTutry that they were any thing more than 
horses and oxen. The person who shows the 
lama at the corner of Piccadilly has the pre- 
caution to write xv^^r-iUowed by Sir Joteph Banks 
to be a rtal quadniped: 30 his lordship might 
have saXdr-^Jilhuied by the Bench of Bithops to be 
real human creaturee .... I could write you 

twenty letters upon this sibbject : but I am tired, 
and so I suppose are you. Our friendship is 
now of forty years' standing ; you know me to 
be a truly religious man ; but I shudder to see 
religion treat^ like a cockade, or a pint of 
beer, and made the instrument of a party. I 
love the king, but I love the people as well as 
the king; and if I am sorry to see his old age 
molested, I am much more sorry to see four 
millions of Catholics baffled in their just ex- 
pectations. If I love Lord Grenville, and 
Lord Howick, it is because they love their 
country; if I abhor ••••••, it is because I 

know there is but one man among them .who 
is not laughing at the enormous folly and cre- 
dulity of the countr>s and that he is an ignorant 
and mischievous bigot As for the light and 
frivolous jester, of whom it is your misfortune 
to think so highly, leani, my dear Abraham, 
ihat this political Killigrcw, just before the 
ureaking-up of the last administration, was in 
ttctna} treaty with them for a place ; and if they 
hnd survivfif^ twenty-four hours Aotv^ot, \aV\ 



would have been now declaiming agiiinst Ae 
cry of No Popery ! instead of inflaming it-— 
With this practical comment on the baseness 
of human nature, I bid you adieu ! 



LETTER ni. 

All that I have so often told you, Mr. Abra- 
ham Plymley, is now come to pass. The 
Scythians, in whom you and the neighbonring 
country gentlemen placed such confidence, are 
smitten hip and thigh; their BenuAngsen put 
to open shame; their magazines of train oil 
intercepted, and we are waking from oiur dis- 
graceful drunkenness to. all the horrors of Mr. 
Perceval and Mr. Canning .... We shall 
now see if a nation is to be saved by school- 
boy jokes and doggerel rhymes, by aSrontiiig 
petulance, and by the tones and gesticulations i 
of Mr. Pitt But these are not all the auxilia- 
ries on which we have to depend ; to these his 
colleague will add the strictest attention to the 
smaller parts of ecclesiastical government, to 
hassocks, to psalters, and to surplices; in the 
last agonies of England, he will bring in a bill 
to regulate Easter-offerings ; and he will adjust 
the stipends of curates,* when the flag of 
France is unfurled on the hills of Kent WW 
ever can be done by very mistaken notions of 
the piety of a Christian, and by very wretched 
imitation of the eloquence of Mr. Pitt, will be 
done by these two gentlemen. After all, if 
they both really were what they both either 
wish to be or wish to be thotight; if the one 
were an enlightened Christian, who drew from 
the Gospel the toleration, the charity, and the 
sweetness which it contains; and if the other 
really possessed any portion of the great un- 
derstanding of his Nisus who guarded him from 
the weapons of the whigs, I should still doubt 
if they could save us. But I am sure we are 
not to be saved by religious hatred, and by re- ^ 
ligious trifling ; by any psalmody, however ' 
sweet; or by any persecution, however sharp: 
I am certain the sounds of Mr. Pitt's voice, and 
the measure of his tones, and the movement 
of his arms, will do nothing for us ; wh^ these 
tones, and movements, and voice bring us 
always declamation without sense or know- 
ledge, and ridicule without good hnmanr or 
conciliation. Oh, Mr. Plymley, Mr. Plymley, 
this never will do. Mrs. Abraham Plymley, 
my sister, will be led away ci^itive by an 
amorous Gaul ; and Joel Plymley, your first- 
bom, will be a French drummer. 

Out of sight, out of mind, seems to be a pro- 
verb which applies to enemies as well as 
friends. Because the French army was no 
longer seen from the cliff's of Dover; because 
the sound of cannon w'as no longer heard by W 
the debauched London bathers on the Sussex 
coast ; because the Morning Pou no longer fixed 
the invasion sometimes for Monday, sometimes 
for Tuesday, sometimes (positively for the last 
time of invading) on Saturday; because all 
these causes of terror were suspended, you 
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conceived the power of Bonaparte to be at an ; 
end, and were setting off for Paris, with Lord 
Hawkesbury the conqueror. — This is precisely 
the meihod in which the English have acted 
during the whole of the revolutionary war. If 
Austria or Prussia armed, doctors of divinity 
immediately printed those passages out of 
Habakkuk, in which the destruction of the 
usurper by General Mack, and the Duke of 
Brunswick, are so clearly predicted. If Bona^ 
parte halted, there was a mutiny, or a dysen- 
tery. If any one of his generals were eaten 
up by the light troops of Russia, and picked 
(as their manner is) to the bone, the sanguine 
spirit of this country displayed itself in all its 
glory. What scenes of infamy did the Society 
for the Suppression of Vice lay open to our 
astonished eyes : tradesmen's daughters danc- 
ing ; pots of beer carried out between the first 
and second lesson ; and dark and distant ru- 
mours of indecent prints. Clouds of Mr. 
Canning's cousins arrived by the waggon ; all 
the contractors left their cards with Mr. Rose; 
and every plunderer of the public crawled out 
of his hole, like slugs and grubs, and worms, 
after a shower of rain. 

If my voice could have been heard at the 
late changes, I should have said, '* Gently; 
patience; stop a little; the time is not yet 
come ; the mud of Poland will harden, and the 
bowels of the French grenadiers will recover 
their tone. When honesty, good sense, and 
liberality have extricated you out of your pre- 
sent embarrassment, then dismiss them as a 
matter of course ; but you cannot spare them 
just now; don't be in too great a hurry, or 
there will be no monarch to flatter, and no 
country to pillage ; only submit for a little time 
to be respected abroad; overlook the painful 
absence of the tax-gatherer for a few years ; 
bear up nobly under the increase of freedom 
and of liberal policy for a little time, and I 
promise you, at the expiration of that period, 
you shall be plundered, insulted, disgraced, 
and restrained to your, heart's content. Do 
not imagine I have any intention of putting 
servility and canting hypocrisy permanently 
out of place, or of filling up with courage and 
sense those offices which naturally devolve 
upon decorous imbecility and inflexible cun- 
ning: give us only a little time to keep off the 
, hussars of France, and then the jobbers and 
^ jesters shall return to their birth-right, and 
public virtue be called by its old name of 
fanaticism."* Such is the advice I would have 
offered to my infatuated countrvmen; but it 
rained very hard in November, Brother Abra- 
ham, and the bowels of our enemies- wore 
loosened, and we put our trust in whHe fluxes, 
and wet mud; and there is nothing now to 
oppose to the conqueror of the world, but a 



* Thh li Mr. Canoinf's term for the deteetton of puUie 
abuses ; a term taveirted by him, and adopted by that 
■imiouB parasite who la alwajre grinntaf at htohecls.— 
Nature descends down to indnlte smaUness. Mr. Gan- 
ninff has his parasites ; and if you uke a large buzzing 
blue-bottle fly, and look at it in a microscope, you may 
see SO or 80 little ugly insects crawling about it, which 
doubUess think their fly to bo the bluest, grandest, mer- 
riest, most important animal in the uniTerse, and are 
conTl»-ced the world would be at an end if it ceased to 
biuz. 



small table wit, and the sallow surveyor of the 
meltings. 

Yon ask me, if F think it possible for this 
country to survive the recent misfortunes of 
Europe 1 — ^I answer you without the slightest 
degree of hesitation, that, if Bonaparte lireSf 
and a great deal is not immediately done for 
the conciliation of the Catholics, it does seem / 
to me absolutely impossible but that we must ^ 
perish ; and take this with you, that we shall 
perish without exciting the slightest feeling of 
present or future compassion, but fall amidst 
the hootings and revilings of Europe, as a na- 
tion of blockheads, Methodists, and old women. 
If there were any great scenery, any heroic 
feelings, any blaze of ancient virtue, any exalte 
ed death, any termination of England that 
would be ever remembered, ever honoured in 
that western world, where liberty is now retir- 
ing, conquest would be more tolerable, and 
ruin more sweet ; but it is doubly miserable to 
become slaves abroad, because we would be 
tyrants at home; to persecute, when we are 
contending against persecution ; and to perish, 
because we have raised up worse enemies 
within, from our own bigotry, than we are ex- 
posed to without from the unprincipled ambi- 
tion of France. It is, indeed, a most silly and 
afflicting spectacle to rage at such a moment 
against our own kindred and our own blood ; 
to tell them they cannot be honourable in war, 
because they are conscientiofis in religion ; to 
stipulate (at the very moment when we should 
buy their hearts and swords at any price) that 
they must hold up the right hand in prayer, and 
not the left; and adore one common God, by 
turning to the east rather than to the west. 

What is it the Catholics ask of you 1 Do 
not exclude us from the honours and emolu- . 
ments of the state, because we worship God in / 
one way, and you worship him in another^ — ^in a ^ 
period of the deepest peace, and the fattest pros- 
perity, this would be a feir request ; it should 
be granted, if Lord Hawkesbuiy ^^^ reached 
Paris, if Mr. Canning's interr««ter had threat- 
ened the Senate in an or«*Mng speech, or Mr. 
Perceval explained to t^^^ Ae improvements 
he meant to introdn^^e into the Catholic reli- 
gion ; but to den/ the Irish this justice now, 
in the present -ftAte of Europe, and in the sum- 
mer month'* jast ^ *« season for destroying 
kingdom^ is coming on, is (beloved Abraham), 
whatever you may think of it, little short of 
positive insanity. 

Here is a frigate attacked by a corsair of im- 
mense strength and size, rigging cat, masts in 
danger of coming by the board, four foot water 
in the hold, men dropping off very fast; in this 
dreadful situation how do you think the captain 
acts (whose name shall be Perceval) 1 Ha 
calls all hands upon deck; talks to them of 
king, country, glory, sweethearts, gin, Freneh 
prison, wooden shoes, old England, and hearts 
of oak ; they give three cheers, rush to their 
guns, and, aft«r a tremendous conflict, succeed ^ 
in beating off the enemy. Not a syllable of all 
this ; this is not the manner in which the hon- 
ourable commander goes to work; the first 
thing he doas is to secure 20 or 80 of his prima 
sailors who happen to be Catholics, to clap 
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Ihem in irons, ana set over them a gaard of as 
many Protestants : havinsi: taken (his admirable 
method of defending himself ajrainst his infidel 
oppooentSyhe goes upon deck, reminds the sail- 
ors, in a very biuer harangue, that they are of 
different religions ; exhorts the Episcopal gun- 
nernot to trust to the Presbyterian quarter-roas- 
ter; issues positive orders that the Catholics 
should be fired at upon the first appearance of 
discontent; rushes through blood and brains, ex- 
amining his men in the catechism and 89 Arti- 
cles, and positively forbids every one to spunge 
or ram who has not taken the sacrament ac- 
cording to the Church of England. Was it 
right to take out a captain made of excellent 
British stuff, and to put in such a man as this? 
Is not he more like a parson, or a talking law- 
yer, than a thorough-bred seaman 1 And built 
as she is of heart of oak, and admirably 
manned, is it possible, with such a captain, to 
save this ship from going to the bottom 1 

You have an argument, I perceive, in com- 
mon with many others, against the Catholics, 
that their demands complied with would only 
lead to ikrther exactions, and that it is better to 
resist them now, before any thing is conceded, 
than hereafter, when it is found that all conces- 
sions are in vain. I wish the chancellor of the 
exchequer, who uses this reasoning to exclude 
others from their just rights, had tried its effica- 
cy, not by his understanding, but by (what are 
fall of much better things) his pocket). Sup- 
pose the person to whom he applied for the 
meltings had withstood every plea of wife and 
fourteen children, no business, and good cha- 
racter, and refused him this paltry little office, 
because he might hereafter attempt to get hold 
of the revenues of the Duchy of Lancaster for 
life ; would not Mr. Perceval have contended 
eagerly against the injustice of refusing mode- 
rate requests, because immoderate ones may 
hereafter be made t Would he not have said, 
(and said truly,) leave such exorbitant attempts 
as these to the general indignation of the Com- 
mons, who will tiAre care to defeat them when 
they do occur ; but do not refuse me the irons, 
and the meltings now, "because I may totally 
lose sight of all moderation hereafter. Leave 
hereafter to the spirit and the wisdom of here- 
after; and do not be niggardly n«»w, from the 
apprehension that men as wise as you should 
be profuse in times to come. 

Yon forget. Brother Abraham, that it i% b. 
vast art (where quarrels cannot be avoided) to 
turn the public opinion in your favour and to 
the prejudice of your enemy; a vast privilege 
to feel that yon are in the right, and to make 
him feel that he is in the wrong : a privilege 
which makes you more than a man, and your 
antagonist less ; and often secures victory, by 
convincing him who contends, that he roust 
sabmit to injustice if he submits to defeat. 
Open every rank in the army and navy to the 
Catholic; let him purchase at the same price 
M the Protestant (if either Catholic or Protest- 
anc can purchase such refined pleasures) the 
privilege of hearing Lord Castlereagh speak 
ur iliree hours; keep his clergy from starving, 
•often some of the most odious powers of the tith 
irff-man,and you will for ever lay this formi- 
itike question to mu But if I am wrong, and 



you must quarrel at last. quarrel upon ju^ rather 
than unjust grounds; divide the Catholic, and 
unite the Protestant; be just, and your own ex- 
ertions will be more formidable and their exer- -^ 
tions less formidable ; be just, and yoa will take ^ 
away from their party all the best and wisest 
understandings of both persuasions, and knit 
them firmly to your own cause. ••Thrice is 
he armed who has his quarrel just f* and ten 
times as much may he be taxed. In the begin- 
ning of any war, however destitute of common 
sense, every mob will roar, and every lord of 
the bedchamber address; but if yoa are en- 
gaged in a war that is to last for years, and to. 
require important sacrifices, take care to make 
the justice of your case so clear and so obvious, 
that it cannot be mistaken by the most illiterate 
country gentleman who rides the earth. No- 
thing, in fact, can be so grossly absurd as the 
argument which says, I will deny justice to 
you now, because I suspect future injustice 
from you. At this rate, you may lock a man 
up in your stable, and refuse to let him out be- 
cause you suspect that he has an intention, at 
some future period, of robbing your hen-roost 
You may horsewhip him at Lady-day, because 
yon believe he will affront yon at Midsummer. 
You may commit a greater evil, to guard 
against a less, which is merely contingent, and 
may never happen. Yon may do what you 
have done a century ago in Ireland, made the 
Catholics worse than Helots, because yon sus- 
pected that they might hereafter aspire to be 
more than fellow-citizens ; rendering their suf- 
ferings certain from your jealousy, while yours 
were only doubtful from their ambition; an am- 
bition sure to be excited by the very measures 
which were taken to prevent it. 

The physical strength of the Catholics will 
not be greater because you give them a share 
of political power. You may, by these means, 
turn rebels into friends ; but I do not see how 
you make rebels more formidable. If they 
taste of the honey of lawful power, they will 
love the hive from whence they procure it ; if 
they will struggle with us like men in the same 
state for civil influence, we are safe. All that I 
dread is, the physical strength of four millions 
of men combined with an invading French 
army. If you are to quarrel at last with this 
enormous population, still put it off as long as 
you can ; you must gain, and cannot lose, by 
the delay. The state of Europe cannot be 
worse; the conviction which the Catholics 
entertain of your tyranny and injustice cannot 
be more alarming, nor the opinions of yoor 
own people more divided. Time, which pro- 
duces such effect upon brass and marble, may 
inspire on« minister with modesty, and another 
with compas»\on ; every circumstance may be 
better; tome certainly will be so. none can be 
worse ; and, after all, the evil may never happen. 

You have got hold, I perceive, of all the vul- 
gar English stories respecting the hereditary 
transmission of forfeited property, and serious- 
ly believe that every Catholic beggar wears 
the terriers of his father's land next his skin, 
and is only waiting for betJer times to cut the 
throat of the Protestant professor, and get 
drunk in the hall of his ancestors. There is 
one irresistible answer to this mistake, and 
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tliat is, that the forfeits' lands are purchased 
indiscriminately by Catholic and Protestant, 
and that the Catholic purchaser never objects 
to such a title. Now the land (so purchased 
by a Catholic) is either his own family estate, 
or it is not. If it is, yoa suppose him so desi- 
rous of coming into possession, that he resorts 
to the double method of rebellion and purchase ; 
if it is not his own family estate of which he 
becomes the purchaser, you suppose him first 
to purchase, then to rebel, in order to defeat the 
purchase. These things may happen in Ire- 
land; but it is totally impossible they can hap- 
pen anywhere else. In fact, what land can any 
man of any sect purchase in Ireland, but for- 
feited property 1 In all other oppressed conn- 
tries which 1 have ever heard of, the rapacity 
of the conqueror was boQnded by the territorial 
limits in which the objects of his avarice were 
contained ; but Ireland has been actually con- 
fiscated twice over, as a cat is twice killed by 
a wicked parish-boy. 

^^ admit there is a vast luxury in selecting a 
particular set of Christians, and in worrying 
them as a boy worries a puppy dog ; it is an 
amusement in which all the young English 
are brought up from their earliest days. I like 
the idea of saying to men who use a different 
hassock from me, that till they change their 
hassock, they shall never be colonels, alder- 
men, or Parliament-men. While I am gratify- 
ing my personal insolence respecting religious 
forms, I fondle myself inU) an idea that I am 
religious, and that I am doing my duty in the 
most exemplary (as I certainly am in the most 
easy) way. But then, my good Abraham, this 
sport, admirable as it is, is become, with re- 
spect to the Catholics, a little dangerous ; and 
if we are not extremely careful in taking the 
amusement, we shall tumble into the holy 
water, and be drowned. As it seems neces- 
sary to your idea of an established church to 
have somebody to worry and torment, suppose 
we were to select for this purpose William 
Wilberforce, Esq., and the patent Christians 
of Clapham. We shall by this expedient en- 
joy the same opportunity for cruelty and in- 
justice, without being exposed to the same 
risks; we will compel them to jibjure vital 
clergymen by a public test, to deny that the 
said William Wilberforce has any power of 
working miracles, touching for barrenness or 
any other infirmity, or that he is endowed with 
any preternatural gift whatever. We will 
swear them to the doctrine of good works, 
compel them to preach common sense, and to 
hear it ; to frequent bishops, deans, and other 
high churchmen ; and to appear (once in the 
quarter at the least) at some melodrame, opera, 
pantomime, or other Kght scenical representa- 
tion ; in short, we will gratify the love of inso- 
lence and power; we will enjoy the old orthodox 
sport of witnessing the impotent anger of men 
compelled to submit to civil degradation, or to 
sacrifice their notions of truth tb ours. And 
all this we may do without the slightest risk, 
because their numbers are (as yet) not very 
considerable. Cruelty and injustice must, of 
course, exist; but why connect them with 
danger? Why torture a bull-dog when you 
can get a fWig or a rabbit? I am rare my 
5e 



proposal will meet with the most universal 
approbation. Do not be apprehensive of any 
opposition from ministers. If it is a case ol 
hatred, we are sure that one man will defend 
it by the Gospel ; if it abridges human free- 
dom, we know that another will find precedents 
for it in the Revolution. 

In the name of Heaven, what are we to gain 
by suftering Ireland to be rode by that faction 
which now predominates over it 1 Why are 
we to endanger our own church and state, not 
for 600,000 Episcopalians, but for ten or twelve 
great Orange families, who have been sucking 
the blood of that country for these hundred 
years last pasti and the folly of the Orange- 
men* in playing this game themselves, is 
almost as absurd as ours in playing it for 
them. They ought to have the sense to see 
that their business now is to keep quietly the 
lands and beeves of which the fathers of the 
Catholics were robbed in days of yore ; they 
must give to their descendants the sop of 
political power; by contending with them for 
names, they will lose realitie<«, and be com- 
pelled to beg their potatoes in a foreign land, 
abhorred equally by the English, who have 
witnessed their oppression, and by the Catho- 
lic Irish, who have smarted under them. 



LETTER IV. 

Tus:r comes Mr. Isaac Hawkins Brown (the 
gentleman who dancedf so badly at the court 
of Naples), and asks, if it is not an anomaly 
to educate men in another religion than your 
own? It certainly is our duty to gei rid of 
error, and above all, of religious error; but 
this is not to be done Tptr talium^ or the mea- 
sure will miscarry, like the queen. It may be 
very easy to dance away the ipyal embryo of 
a great kingdom; but Mr. Hawkins Brown 
must look before he leaps, when his object is 
to crush an opposite sect in religion; false 
steps aid the one effect as much as they are 
fatal to the other; it will require not only the 
lapse of Mr. Hawkins Brown, but the lapse of 
centuries, before the absurdities of the Catho- 
lic religion are laughed at as much as they 
deserve to be; but surely, in the mean time, 
the Catholic religion is better than none ; fou» 
millions of Catholics are better than four mil- 
lions of wild beasts; two hundred priests, 
educated by our own government, are better 
than the same number educated by the man 
who means to destroy us. 

The whole sum now appropriated by govern- 
ment to the religious education of four millions 
of Christians is 13,000/.; a sum about one 

* This remark beijint to I>e sensibly felt in Ireland. 
Tlie Protestants in IreUnd are f^t coming over to the 
Catholic cause. 

f In the third year of his present majesty, and In the 
30th of his own axe. Mr. Isaac Ilawlcins Brown, lh#n 
upon his travels, danced one eveninfr at the court of 
Naples. Ills dress was a volcanic silk with lava hottons 
Whether (as the Neapolitan wits said) he had siudieit 
dancing under St. Vitus, or whether David, dancing in a 
linen vest, was hb model, Is not known ; bat Mr. Bmwn 
danced with such Inconceivable alacrity and vigour, thai 
he threw the Queen of Naples into convulsions of lauyh* 
ter, which terminated in a miscarriage, and changed tbe 
dynasty of the Neapolitan throne. 
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hundred times as large being appropriated in 
the same country to- about one-eighth part of 
ths number of Protestants. When it was 
proposed to raise this grant from 8,0002. to 
18,000/., its present amount, this sum was 
objected to by that most indulgent of Chris- 
tians, Mr. Spencer Perceval, as enormous; he 
i himself having secured for his own eating and 
i drinking, and the eating and drinking of the 
Master and Miss Percevals, the reversionary 
sum of 21,000/. a year of tlie public money, 
• and having just failed in a desperate and rapa- 
cious attempt to secure to himself for life the 
revenues of the Duchy of Lancaster ; and the 
best of it is, that this minister, after abusing 
his predecessors for their impious bounty to 
the Catholics, has found himself compelled, 
from the apprehension of immediate danger, 
to f rant the sum in question ; thus dissolving 
his pearl* in vinegar, and destroying all the 
value of the gift by the virulence and reluc- 
tance with which it was granted. 

I hc^ar from some persons in Parliament, 
and from others in the sixpenny societies for 
debate, a great deal about unalterable laws 
passed at the Revolution. When I hear any 
man talk of an unalterable law, the only effect 
/ it produces upon me is to convince me that he 
^ is an unalterable fool. A law passed when 
there were Germany, Spain, Russia, Sweden, 
Holland, Portugal, and Turkey; when there 
was a disputed succession ; when four or five 
hundred acres were won and lost after ten 
years' hard fighting; when armies were com- 
manded by the sons of kings, and campaigns 
passed in an interchange of civil letters and 
ripe fruit ; and for these laws, when the whole 
state of the world is completely changed, we 
are now, according to my Lord Hawkesbury, 
to hold ourselves ready to perish. It is no 
mean misfortune, in times like these, to be 
forced to say flny thing about such men as 
Lord Hawkesbury, and to be reminded that we 
are governed by them ; but as I am driven to 
it, I must take the liberty of observing, that 
the wisdom and liberality of my Lord Hawkes- 
bury are of that complexion which always 
shrinks from the present exercise of these 
virtues, by praising the splendid examples of 
them in ages past. If he had lived at such 
periods, he would have opposed the Revolution 
by praising the Reformation, and the Reformat 
tion by speaking handsomely of the crusades. 
He gratifies his natural antipathy to great and 
courageous measures, by playing off the wis- 
dom and courage which have ceased to influ- 
ence human affairs against that wisdom and 
courage which living men would employ for 
present happiness. Besides, it happens un- 
fortunately for the warden of the Cinque 
Ports, that to the principal incapacities under 
which the Irish suffer, they were subjected 
after that great and glorious revolution, to 
which we are indebted for so many blessings, 
and his lordship for the termination of so 
many periods. The Catholics were not ex- 
cluded from the Irish House of Commons, or 
military commands, before the 3d and 4th of 



* P4^rfecUy ready at the miim time to follow the other 
h*lfiffCleoiiatn*9 examine, and to a wallow the folntloD 



William and Mary, and the 1st and 2d of 
Queen Anne. 

If the great mass of the people, environed 
as they are on every side with Jenkinsons, 
Percevals, Melvilles, and other perils, were to 
pray for divine illumination and aid, what 
more could Providence in its mercy do than 
send them the example of Scotland 1 For 
what a length of years was it attempted to 
compel the Scotch to change their religion : 
horse, foot, artillery, and armed prebendaries, 
were sent out after the Presbyterian parsons 
and their congregations. The Percevals of 
those days called for blood ; this call is never 
made in vain, and blood was shed ; but, to the 
astonishment and horror of the Percevals of 
those days, they could not introduce the Book 
of Common Prayer, nor prevent that meta- 
physical people from going to heaven their 
true way, instead of our true way. With a 
little oatmeal for food, and a little sulphur for 
friction, allaying cutaneous irritation with the 
one hand, and holding his Calvinistical creed 
in the other, Sawney ran away to his flinty 
hills, sung his psalm out of tune his own war, 
and listened to his sermon of two hours lonV. 
amid the rough and imposing melancholy of 
the tallest thistles. But Sawney brought up 
his imbreeched ofl[spring in a cordial hatred 
of his oppressors ; and Scotland was as much 
a part of the weakness of England then as 
Ireland is at this moment The true and the 
only remedy was applied; the Scotch were 
suffered to worship God after their own tire- 
some manner, without pain, penalty, and pri- 
vation. No lightnings descended from hea- 
ven ; the country was not mined ; the world 
is not yet come to an end ; the dignitaries, who 
foretold all these consequences, are utterly 
forgotten; and Scotland has ever since been 
an increasing source of strength to Great 
Britain. In the six hundredth year of our 
empire over Ireland, we are making laws to 
transport a man, if he is found out of his 
house after eight o'clock at nighL That this is 
necessary, I know too well ; but tell me why 
it is necessary ? It is not necessary in Greece, 
where the Turks are masters. 

Are ^ou aware, that there is at this moment 
an uiuversal clamour throughout the whole 
of Ireland against the union? It is now ooe 
month since I returned from that country ; I 
have never seen so extraordinary, so alarming, 
and so rapid a change in the sentiments of any 
people. Those who disliked the union before 
arc quite furious against it now ; those who 
doubted doubt no more ; those who were friend- 
ly to it have exchanged that friendship for the 
most rooted aversion ; in the midst of all this 
(which is by far the most alarming sjrmptom), 
Uiere is the strongest disposition, on the part 
of the northern dissenters to unite with the 
Catholics, irritated by the faithless injustice 
with which they have been treated* If this 
combination' does take place (mark what I say. 
to you^, you will have meetings all over Ire- 
land for the cry of No Union; that cry will 
spread like wild-fire, and blaze over ever}* op- 
position ; and if this is the case, there is no 
use in mincing the matter, Ireland is gone, and 
the death-blow of Eni^and is struck ; and this 
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event may happen inttantly — ^before Mr. Can- 
ning and Mr. Hookham Frere have turned 
Lord Howick's last speech into doggerel 
rfajrme; before "//w near and dear relaSoruf* 
have received another quarter of their pen- 
sion, or Mr. Perceval conducted the curates' 
salary bill safely to a third readin?. — ^If the 
mind of the English people, cursed as they 
now are with that madness of religious dis- 
sen^on which has been breathed into them for 
the purpose of private ambition, can be alarm- 
ed by any remembrances, and warned by any 
y events, they should never forget how nearly 
Ireland was lost to this country during the 
American war; that it was saved merely by 
the jealousy of the Protestant Irish toward 
the Catholics, then a much more insignificant 
and powerless body than they now are. The 
Catholic and the dissenter have since com- 
bined together against you. Last war, the 
winds, those ancient and unsubsidized allies 
of England ; the winds, upon which English 
ministers depend as mnch for saving king- 
doms as washerwomen do for drying clothes ; 
the winds stood your friends; the French 
could only get into Ireland in small numbers, 
and the rebels were defeated. Since then, all 
the remaining kingdoms of Europe have been 
destroyed ; and the Irish see that their national 
independence is gone, without having received 
any single one of those advantages which 
they were taught to expect from the sacrifice. 
All good things were to flow from the union ; 
they have none of them gained any thing. 
Every man's pride is wounded by it ; no man's 
interest is promoted. In the seventh year of 
that, union, four million Catholics, lured by 
all kinds of promises to yield up the separate 
dignity and sovereignty of their country, are 
forced to squabble with such a man as Mr. 
Spencer Perceval for five thousand pounds 
with which to educate their children in Uieir 
own mode of worship ; he, the same Mr. Spen- 
cer, having secured to his own Protestant 
self a reversionary portion of the public mo- 
ney amounting to four times that sum. A 
senior proctor of the University of Oxford, 
the head of a house, or the examining chap- 
lain to a bishop, may believe these things can 
last ; but every man of the world, whose un- 
derstanding has been exercised in the business 
of life, must see (and see with a breakmg 
heart) that they will soon come to a fearfol 
termination. 

Our conduct to Ireland, during the whole 
of this war, has been that of a man who sub- 
scribes to hospitals, weeps at charity sermons, 
carries out broth and blankets to beggars, and 
then comes home and beats his wife and 
children. We -had compassion for the victims 
of all other oppression and injustice, except 
our own. If Switzerland was threatened, 
away went a treasury clerk with a hundred 
Uiousand pounds for Switzerland ; large bags 
of money were kept constantly under sailing 
orders; upon the slightest demonstration to- 
wards Naples, down went Sir William Hamil- 
ton upon his knees, and begged for the love of 
St. Januarius they would help us off with a 
little money ; all the arts of Machiavel were 
rpforted to, to persuade Europe to borrow; 



troops were sent off in all directions to save 
the Catholic and Protestant world ; the pope 
himself was guarded by a regiment of English 
dragoons ; if the Grand Lama had been at hand, 
he would have had another; every Catholic 
clergyman, who had the good fortune to be 
neither English nor Irish, was inmiediately 
provided with lodgings, soup, crucifix, missal, 
chapel-bcads, relics, and holy water ; if Turks 
had landed, Turks would have received an 
order from the treasury for coffee, opium, ko- 
rans, and seraglios. In the midst of all this 
fury of saving and defending, this crusade for 
conscience and Christianity, there was an uni- 
versal agreement among all descriptions of 
people to continue every species of internal 
persecution ; to deny at home every just right 
that had been denied before ; to pummel poor 
Dr. Abraham Rees and his dissenters ; and to 
treat the unhappy Catholics of Ireland as if 
their tongues were mute, their heels cloven, 
their nature brutal, and designedly subjected 
by Providence to their Orange masters. 

How would my admirable brother, the Rev. 
Abraham Plymley, like to be marched to a 
Catholic chapel, to be sprinkled with the sanc- 
tified contents of a pump, to hear a number 
of false quantities in the Latin tongue, and to 
see a number of persons occupied in making 
right angles upon the breast and forehead! 
And if all this would give you so much pain, 
what right have you to march Catholic sol 
diers to a place of worship where there is no 
aspersion, nd rectangular gestures, and where 
they understand every word they hear, having 
first, in order to get him to enlist, made a so- 
lemn promise to the contrary 1 Can you won- 
der, after this, that the Catholic priest stops 
the recruiting in Ireland, as he is now doing 
to a most alarming degree 1 

The late question concerning military rank 
did not individually affect the lowest persons 
of the Catholic persuasion ; but do yon ima- 
gine that they do not S3rmpathize with .he 
honour and disgrace of their superiors 1 Bo 
you think that satisfaction and dissatisfaction 
do not travel down from Lord Fingal to the 
most potatoless Catholic in Ireland, and that 
the glory or shame of the sect is not felt by 
many more than these conditions personally 
and corporally affect 1 Do you suppose that 
the detection of Sir H. M., and the disappoint- 
ment of Mr. Perceval tn tht matter of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, did not affect every dabbler in 
public property 1 Depend upon it these things 
were felt through all the gradations of small 
plunderers, down to him who filches a pound 
of tobacco from the king's warehouses ; while, 
on the contrary, the acquittal of any noble and 
official thief would not fail to diffuse the most 
heartfelt satisfaction over the larcenous and 
burglarious world. Observe, I do not say be- 
cause the lower Catholics are affected by what 
concerns their superiors, that they are not af- 
fected by what concerns themselves. There 
is no disguising the horrid truth ; thtre matt be 
tome relaxation with raped to tithe : this is the 
cruel and heart-rending price which must be 

Said for national preservation. I feel hov 
ttle existence will be worth having, if anv 
alteration, however slight, is made in th«^ pr<^ 
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perty of Irish rfectors; I am conscious how 
much such changes must affect the daily and 
hourly comforts of every Englishman ; I shall 
feel too happy if they leave Europe untouched, 
and are not ultimately fatal to the destinies of 
America; bat I am madly bent upon keeping 
foreign enemies out of the British empire, and 
my limited understanding presents me with no 
other means of effeciing my object 

You talk of waiting till another reign, before 
any alteration is made; a proposad full of 
good sense and good nature, if the measure 
in question were to pull down St. James's Pa- 
lace, or to alter Kew Gardens. Will Bona- 
parte agree to put off his intrigues, and his in- 
vasion of Ireland 1 If so, I will overlook the 
question of justice, and finding the danger sus- 
pended, agree to the delay. I sincerely hope 
this reign may last many years, yet the delay 
of a single session of Parliament may be fa^ 
tal ; but if another year elapses without some 
serious concession made to the Catholics, I 
believe, before God, that all future pledges and 
concessions will be made in vain. I do not think 
that peace will do you any good under such 
circumstances ; if Bonaparte gives you a res- 
pite, it will only be to get ready the gallows on 
which he means to hang you. The Catholic 
and the dissenter can unite in peace as well as 
war. If they do, the gallows is ready; and 
your executioner, in spite of the most solemn 
promises, will turn you off the next hour. 

With every disposition to please (where to 
please within fair and rational limits is an high 
duty), it is impossible for public men to be- 
long silent about the Catholics: pressing evils 
are not got rid of because they are not talked 
of. A man may command his family to say 
nothing more about the stone, and surgical 
operations ; but the ponderous malice still lies 
upon the nerve, and gets so big, that the patient 
breaks his own law of silence, clamours for 
the knife, and expires under its late operation. 
Believe me, you talk folly, when you talk of 
suppressing the Catholic question. I wish to 
i God the case admitted of such a remedy: bad 
^ as it s, it does not admit of it. If the wants of 
the Catholics are not heard in the manly tones 
of Lord Grenville, or the servile drawl of Lord 
Cxstlcreagh, they will be heard ere long in the 
madness of mobs, and the conflicts of armed 
men. 

I obsei vc, it is now universally the fashion 
to bpeak of the first personage in the state as 
the great obstacle to the measure. In the first 
place, I am not bound to believe such rumours 
because I hear them ; and in the next place, I 
object to such language as unconstitutional. 
Whoever retains his situation in the ministry, 
while the incapacities of the Catholics remain, 
IS the advocate for those incapacities ; and to 
him, and to him only, am I to look for respon- 
sibility. But waive this question of the Catho- 
lics, and put a general case : How is a minister 
of Ibis country to act when the conscientious 
scruples of his sovereign prevent the execution 
i»f a measure deemed by him absolutely neces- 
sary to the safety of the country 1 His conduct 
is quite clear — ^he should resign. But what is 
hi.s successor to do? — Resign. But is the king 
to be hu, without ministerz. and is he in ihis 



manner to be compelled to act against his own 
conscience 1 Before I answer this, pray tell 
me, in my turn, what better defence is there 
against the machinations of n' wicked, or the 
errors of a weak monarch, than the impossi- 
bility of finding a minister who will lend hinn 
self to vice and folly t Every English monarch, 
in such a predicament, would sacrifice hit 
opinions and views to such a clear expression 
of the public will ; and it is one method in 
which the constitution aims at bringing about 
such a sacrifice. You may say, if yon please, 
the ruler of a state is forced to give up his 
object, when the natural love of place and 
power will tempt no one to assist him in its 
attainment. This may be force ; but it is force 
without injury, and therefore without blame. 
I am not to be beat out of these obvious rea- 
sonings, and ancient constitutional provisions, 
by the term conscience. There is no fantasy, 
however wild, that a man may not persuade 
himself that he cherishes from motives of 
conscience; eternal war against impions 
France, or rebellious America, or Catholic 
Spain, may in times to come be scruples of 
conscience. One English monarch may, from 
scruples of conscience, wish to abolish every 
trait of religious persecution ; another monard^ J 
may deem it his absolute and indispensable ^ 
duty to make a slight provision for dissenters 
out of the revenues of the Church of England. 
So that you see, Brother Abraham, there are 
cases where it would be the duty of the best 
and most loyal subjects to oppose the consci- 
entious scruples of their sovereign, still taking 
care that their actions were constitutional, and 
their modes respectful. Then you come upon 
me with personal questions, and say, that no 
such dangers are to be apprehended now under 
our present gracious sovereign, of whose good 
qualities we must be all so well convinced. 
All these sorts of discussions I beg leave to 
decline; what I have said upon constitutional 
topics, I mean of course for general, not for 
particular application. I agree with you in all 
the good you have said of the powers that be, 
and I avail myself of the opportunity of point- 
ing out general dangers to the constitution, at 
a moment when w« are so completely exempted 
from their present influence. I cannot finish 
this letter without expressing my surprise and 
pleasure at your abuse of the servile addresses 
poured in upon the throne; nor can I coikceive 
a greater disgust to a monarch, with a true 
English heart, than to see such a question as 
that of Catholic emancipation argued, not with 
a reference to its justice or its importance, bat 
universally considered to be of no farther con- 
sequence than as it aflects his own private 
feelings. That these sentiments should be 
mine, is not wonderful ; but how they come to 
be yours, does, I confess, fill me with surprise. 
Are you moved by the arrival of the Irish 
brigade at Antwerp, and the amorous violence 
which awaits Mrs. Pljrmley 1 



LETTER V. 
Dkab AsaiHAM, 
I irievxB met a parson in my life who did not / 
consider the Corporation and Test ActK as th* ^ 
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great bulwarks of the church ; and yet it is now 
just sixty-four ytjars since bills of indemnity 
to destroy their penal effects, or, in other words, 
to repeal them, have been passed annually as 
a matter of course. 

Heu v<Uum ignara mtnUt, 

These bulwarks, without which no clerg3rman 
thinks he could sleep with his accustomed 
soundness, have actually not been in existence 
since any man now living has taken holy 
orders. Every year the indemnity act pardons 
pasi breaches of these two laws, and prevents 
any fresh actions of informers from coming to 
a conclusion before the period for the next 
indemnity bill arrives; so that these penalties, 
by which alone the church remains in existence, 
have not had one moment*s operation for sixty- 
four years. You will say the legislature, during 
the whole of this period, has reserved to itself 
the discretion of suspending, or not suspending. 
But had not the legislature the right of re- 
enacting, if it was necessary ? And now, when 
you have kept the rod over these people (with 
the most scandalous abuse of all principle) for 
sixty-four years, and not found it necessary to 
strike once, is not that the best of all reasons 
why the rod should be laid aside! You talk 
to me of a very valuable hedge running across 
your fields which you would not part with on 
any account. I go down, expecting to find a 
limit impervious to cattle, and highly useful 
for the preservation of property; but, to my 
utter astonishment, I find that the hedge was 
cut down half a century ago, and that every 
year the shoots are clipped the moment they 
appear above ground: it appears, upon farther 
inquiry, that the hedge never ought to have 
existed -at all ; that it originated in the malice 
of antiquated quarrels, and was cut down be- 
cause it subjected you to vast inconvenience, 
and broke up your intercourse with a country 
absolutely necessary to your existence. If the 
remains of this hedge serve only to keep up an 
irritation in your neighbours, and to remind 
them of the feuds of former times, good nature 
and good sense teach you that you ought to 
grub it up, and cast it into the oven. This is 
the exact state of these two laws ; and yet it is 
made a great argument against concession to 
the Catholics, that it involves their repeal; 
which is to say. Do not make me relinquish a 
folly that will lead to my ruin ; because, if you 
do, I must give up other follies ten times 
greater than this. 

I confess, with all our bulwarks and hedges, 
it mortifies me to the very quick, to contrast 
with our matchless stupidity and inimitable 
folly, the conduct of Bonaparte upon the subject 
of religious persecution. At the moment when 
we are tearing the crucifixes from the necks of 
the Catholics, and washing pious mud from the 
foreheads of the Hindoos; at that moment this 
man is assembling the very Jews at Paril, and 
endeavouring to give them stability and import- 
ance. I shall never be reconciled to mending i 
shoes in America; but I see it must be my lot, | 
and I will then take a dreadful revenge upon j 
Mr. Perceval, if I catch him preaching within | 
ten miles of me. I cannot for the soul of me ; 
conceive whence this man has gained his 



notions of Christianity; he has the most evan- 
gelical charity for errors in arithmetic, and the 
most inveterate malice against errors in con- 
science. While he rages against those whom, 
in the true spirit of the Gospel, he ought to in- 
dulge, he forgets the only instance of severity 
which that Gospel contains, and leaves the 
jobbers, and contractors, and money-changers 
at their seats, without a single stripe. 

You cannot imagine, you say, that England 
will ever be ruined and conquered ; and for no 
other reason that I can find, but because it 
seems so very odd it should be ruined and 
conquered. Alas ! so reasoned, in their time, 
the Austrian, Russian and Prussian Plymleys. 
But the English are brave; so were all these 
nations. You might get together an hundred 
thousand men individually brave; but without 
generals capable of commanding such a ma- 
chine, it would be as useless as a first-rate 
man-of-war manned by Oxford clergymen, qjr 
Parisian shopkeepers. I do not say this to the 
disparagement of English officers; they have 
had no means of acquiring experience ; but I 
do say it to create alarm ; for we do not appear 
to me to be half alarmed enough, or to entertain 
that sense of our danger which leads to the 
most obvious means of self-defence. As for 
the spirit of tlie peasantry, in making a gallant 
defence behind hedge-rows, and through plate- 
racks and hen-coops, highly as I think of their 
bravery, I do not know any nation in Europe 
so likely to be struck with panic as the English ; 
and this from their total unacquaintance with 
the science of war. Old wheat and beans 
blazing for twenty miles round; cart mares 
shot; sows of Lord Somerville*s breed running 
wild over the country; the minister of the parish 
wounded solely in his hinder parts; Mrs. 
Pl3rmley in fits; all these scenes of war an 
Austrian or a Russian has seen three or four 
times over; but it is now three centuries since 
an English pig has fallen in a fair battle upon 
English ground, or a farm-house been rifled, 
or a clergyman's wife been subjected to any 
other proposals of love than the connubial 
endearments of her sleek and orthodox mate. 
The old edition of Plutarch's Lives, which 
lies in the comer of your parlour window, has 
contributed to work you up to the most 
romantic expectations of our Roman behaviour. 
You are persuaded that Lord Amherst will 
defend Kew Bridge like Codes; that some 
maid of honour will break away from her 
captivity, and swim over the Thames ; that the 
Duke of York will bum his capitulating hand; 
and litfle Mr. Sturges Boume* give forty years' 
purchase for Moulsham Hall, while the French 
are encamped upon it. I hope we shall witness 
all this, if the French do come; but in the meaji 
time I am so enchanted with the ordinary 
English behaviour of these invaluable persons 
that I earnestly pray no opportunity may be 
given them for Roman valour, and for those 
very un-Roman pensions which they would 
all, of course, take especial care to claim in 



• There i§ nothinr more objectionable In Pfymley** 
LeUera thnn the abu#e of Mr. Sturfei Bourne, who i» an 
honoiirnble, able, and exrellent penon ; but such are tbe 
malevolent effcctg of party spirit. 
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consequence. But whatever was our conduct, 
if every ploughman was as great a hero as he 
who was called from his oxen to save Rome 
from her enemies, I should still say, that at 
such a crisis you want the aflections of all 
your subjects in both islands ; there is no spirit 
which you must alienate, no heart you must 
avert ; every man must feel he has a country, 
and that there is an urgent and pressing cause 
why he should expose himself to death. 

The effects of penal laws, in matters of reli- 
gion, are never confined to ihgse limits in 
which the legislature intended they should be 
placed ; it is not only that I am excluded from 
certain offices and dignities because I am a 
Catholic, but the exclusion carries with it a 
certain stigma, which degrades me in the eyes 
of the moDopolizing sect, and the very name 
of my religion becomes odious. These effects 
are so very striking in England, that I solemnly 
believe blue and red baboons to be more popu- 
lar here than Catholics and Presbyterians ; they 
are more understood, and there is a greater dis- 
position to do something for them. When a 
country squire hears of an ape, his first feeling 
is to give it nuts and apples; when he hears 
of a dissenter, his immediate impulse is to 
commit it to the county jail, to shave its head, 
to alter its customary food, and to have it 
privately whipped. This is no caricature, but 
an accurate picture of national feelings, as they 
degrade and^ endanger us at this very moment 
The Irish Catholic gentleman would bear his 
legal disabilities with greater temper, if these 
were all he had to bear — if they did not enable 
every Protestant cheesemonger and tidewaiter 
to treat him with contempt. He is branded on 
the forehead with a red-hot iron, and treated 
like a spiritaal felon, because, in the highest 
of all considerations, he is led by the noblest 
of all guides, his own disinterested conscience. 

Why are nonsense and cruelty a bit the better 
because they are enacted? If Providence, 
which gives wine and oil, had blessed us with 
that tolerant spirit which makes the counte- 
nance more pleasant and the heart more glad 
than these can do; if our statute book had 
never been defiled with such infamous laws, 
the sepulchral Spencer Perceval would have 
N been hauled throogh the dirtiest horse-pond in 
Hampstead, had he ventured to propose them. 
But now persecution is good, because it exists ; 
every law which originated in ignorance and 
malice, and gratifies the passions from whence 
it sprang, we call the wisdom of our ancestors; 
when such laws are repealed, they will be 
cruelty and madness; till they are repealed, 
they are policy and caution. 

I was somewhat amused with the imputation 
brought against the Catholics by the University 
of Oxford, that they are enemies to liberty. I 
immediately turned to my history of England, 
and markal as an historical error that passage 
in which it is recorded that, in the reign of 
Queen Anne, the famous decree of the Univer- 
sity of Oxford, respecting passive obedience, 
was ordered, by the House of Lords, to be 
burnt by the hands of the common hangman, 
as contrary to the liberty of the subject, and 
ihf Jaw of the land. Nevertheless, I wish, 
whAtever be the modesty of those who itD^uve, 



that the imputation was a little more true; the 
Catholic cause would not be quite so desperate 
with the present administration. I fear, how 
ever, that the hatred to liberty in these poor 
devoted wretches may ere long appear won 
doubtful than it is at present to the vice-chai- 
cellor and his clergy, inflamed, as they donb^ 
less are, with classicai examples of repuUieaa 
virtue, and panting, as they always have been, 
to reduce the power of the crown within nar* 
rower and safer limits. What mistaken zeal 
to attempt to connect one religion with free- 
dom, and another with slavery ! Who lai^ the 
foundations of English liberty 1 What was die 
mixed religion of Switzerland ? What has the 
Protestant religion done for liberty in Bea- 
mark, in Sweden, throughout the north of Ger- 
many, and in Prussia ! The purest religion it 
the world, in my humble opinion, is the religioB 
of the Church'of England ; for its preservation 
(so far as it is exercised without intruding npoa 
ike liberties of others), I am ready at this mo- 
ment to venture my present life, and bnt 
through that religion I nave no hopes of anj 
other ; yet I am not forced to be silly because I 
am pious ; nor will I ever join in eiUogiams oa 
my faith, which every man of common reading 
and common sense can so easily refnte. 

You have either done too modi for the 
Catholics (worthy Abraham), or too little; if 
you had inten4ed to refuse them political 
power, you should have refused them civil 
rights. After yon had enabled them to aeqnire 
property, after you had conceded to them all 
that you did concede in 78 and 93, the rest is 
wholly out of your power; you may choose 
whether you will give the rest in an honour- 
able or a disgraceful mode, but it is utterly out 
of your power to withhold it. 
. In the last year, land to the amount of tigkt 
Tumdrtd thoutand pounds was purchased by the 
Catholics in Ireland. Do you think it possible 
to be-Perceval, and be-Canning, and be-Castle- 
reagh such a body of men as this out of their 
common rights and their sense 1 Mr. George 
Canning may laugh and joke at the idea of 
Protestant bailiffs ravishing Catholic ladies, 
under the 9th clause of the sunset bill ; bnt if 
some better remedy is not applied to the di^ 
triaictions of Ireland than the jocularity of Mr. 
Canning, they will soon put an end to his pen- 
sion, and to the pension of those *<near and 
dear relatives," for whose eating, drinking; 
washing, and clothing, every man in the United 
Kingdoms now pays his two-pence or three- 
pence a year. You may call these observa- 
tions coarse, if you please ; but I have no idea 
that the Sophias and Carolines of any man 
breathing are to eat national veal, to drink 
public tea, to wear treasury ribands, and then 
that we are to be told that it is coarse to 
animadvert upon this pitiful and eleemosynary 
splendour. If this is right, why not me;)iioB 
it? If it is wrong, why should not he who 
enjoys the ease of supporting his sisters in this 
manner bear the shame of it! Every body 
scenes hitherto to have spared a man who 
never spares any body. 

As for the enormous wax candles, and super- 
stitious mummeries, and painted jackets of the 
Ca\\ioV\c ^tUsts, I fear them not. Tell me that 
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Ihe world will return again under the influence 
of the small-pox; that Lord Castlereagh will 
hereaf\er oppose the power of the court ; that 
Lord Howick and Mr. Grattan will do each of 
them a mean and dishonourable action ; that 
an J body- who has heard Lord Redesdale speak 
once will knowingly and willingly hear him 
again; that Lord Eldon has assented to the 
fact of two and two making four, without 
shedding tears, or expressing 'the smallest 
doubt or scruple; tell me any other thing 
absurd or incredible, but, for the love of com- 
mon sense, let me hear no more of the danger 
to be apprehended from the general diffusion 
of Popery. It is too absurd to be reasoned 
upon ; every man feels it is nonsense when he 
hears it stated, and so does every man while he 
is stating it. 

I cannot imagine why the friends to the 
church establishment should entertain such an 
horror of seeing the doors of Parliament flung 
open to the Catholics, and view so passively 
the enjoyment of that right by the Presbyte- 
rians, and by every other species of dissenter. 
In their tenets, in their church government, in 
the nature of their endowments, the dissenters 
are infinitely more distant from the Church of 
England than the Catholics are; yet the dis- 
senters have never been excluded from Parlia- 
ment. There are 45 members in one house 
and 16 in the other, who always are dissenters. 
There is no law which woukl prevent every 
member of the Lords and Commons from 
being dissenters. The Catholics could not 
bring into Parliament half the number of the 
Scotch members ; and yet one exclusion is of 
such immense importance, because it has taken 
place ; and the other no human being thinks of, 
because no one is accustomed to it. I have 
oAen thought, if the toisdom of ow anceUon had 
excluded all persons with red hair from the 
House of Commons, of the throes and convul- 
sions it would occasion to restore them to their 
natural rights. What mobs and riots would it 
produce t To what infinite abuse and obloquy 
would the capillary patriot be exposed? what 
wormwood would distil from Mr. Perceval, 
what frodi would drop from Mr. Canning ; how 
(I willniot say my, but our Lord Hawkesbury, 
for he belongs to us all), how our Lord Hawkes- 
bury would work away about the hair of King 
William and Lord Somers, and the authors of 
the great and glorious Revolution ; how Lord 
Elton would appeal to the Deity and his own 
virtues, and to the hair of his children : some 
would say that red-haired men were supersti- 
tious ; some would prove they were atheists ; 
they would be petitioned against as the friends 
of slavery, and the advocates for revolt; in 
short, such a corrupter of the heart and the un- 
derstanding is the spirit of persecution, and 
these unfortunate people (conspired against by 
their fellow-subjects of every complexion), if 
they did not emigrate to countries where hair 
cf another colour was persecuted, would be 
driven to the falsehood of perukes, or the hy- 
pocrisy of the Tricosian fluid. 

As for the dangers of the church (in spite of 
the staggering events which have lately taken 
place), I have not yet entirely lost my confi- 
dence io the power of common sense, and I 



believe the church to be in no danger at all ; 
but if it is, that danger is not from the Catho- 
lics, but from the Methodists, and from that 
patent Christianity which has been fpv some 
time manufacturing at Clapham, to the preju- 
dice of the old and admirable article prepared 
by the church. I would counsel my lords the 
bishops to keep their eyes upon that holy vil- 
lage, and its hallowed vicinity ; they will find 
there a zeal in making converts far superior to 
any thing which exists among the Catholics ; 
a contempt for the great mass of Eng^sh 
clergy much more rooted and profound; and 
a regular fund to purchase livings for those 
groaning and garrulous gentlemen, whom they 
denominate (by a standing sarcasm against 
the regular church) gospel preachers, and 
vital clergymen. I am too firm a believer in 
the general propriety and respectability of the 
English clei^, to believe they have much to 
fear either from old nonsense, or from new ; 
but if the church must be supposed to be la 
danger; I prefer that nonsense which is grown 
half venerable from time, the force of which 
I have already tried and baffled, which at least 
has some excuse in the dark and ignorant 
ages in which it originated. The religious 
enthusiasm manufactured by living men before 
my own eyes disgusts my understanding as 
much, influences my imagination not at idl, 
and excites my apprehensions much more. 

I may have seemed to you to treat the situa- 
tion of public afiairs with some degree of 
levity; but I feel it deeply, and with nightly 
and daily anguish; because I know Ireland; I 
have known it all my life ; I love it, and I fore- 
see the crisis to which it will soon be exposed* 
Wlio can doubt but that Ireland will experience 
ultimately from France a treatment to which 
the conduct they have experienced from Eng- 
land is the love of a parent, or a brother 1 
Who can doubt but that five years after he has 
got hold of the country, Ireland will be tossed 
away by Bonaparte as a present to some one 
of his rufiian generals, who will knock the 
head of Mr. Keogh against the head of Cardi- 
nal Troy, shoot twenty of the most noisy block- 
heads of the Roman persuasion, wash his 
pugrdogs in holy water, and confiscate the salt 
butter of the Milesian republic to the last tubt 
But what matters this 1 or who is wise enough 
in Ireland to heed it! or when had common 
sense mucli influence with my poor dear Irish 1 
Mr. Perceval does not know the Irish ; but I 
know them, and I know that at every rash and 
mad hazard, they will break the union, revenge 
their wounded pride and their insulted religion, 
and fling themselves into the open arms of 
France, sure of dying in the embrace. And 
now, what means have you of guarding against 
this coming evil, upon which the future happi- 
ness or misery of every Englishman depencb? 
Have you a single ally in the whole world 1 
Is there a vulnerable point in the French em- 
pire where the astonishing resources of tnat 
people can be attracted and employed 1 Have 
you a ministry wise enough to comprehend 
the danger, manly enough to believe unplea* 
sant intelligence, honest enough to state their 
apprehensions at the peril of their places t Is 
there anywhere the slightest disposition to \<i\«L 
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any measure of love, or conciliation, or hope, | 
with that dreadful bill which the distractions ■ 
of Ireland have rendered necessary 1 At the i 
very mopient that the last monarchy in Europe 
has fallen, are we not governed by a man of 
pleasantry, and a man of theology? In the 
giz hundredth year of our empire over Ireland, 
have we any memorial of ancient kindness to 
refer to 1 any people, any zeal, any country on 
which we can depend t Have we any hope, 
but in the winds of heaven, and the tides of 
the sea ? any prayer to prefer to the Irish, but 
that they should forget and forgive their op- 
pressors, who, in the very moment that they 
are calling upon them for their exertions, 
solemnly assure them that the oppression 
shall still remain 1 

Abraham, farewell! If I have tired you, 
remember bow often you have tired me and 
others. I do not think we really differ in 
politics so much as you suppose ; or at least, 
if we do, that difference is in the means, and 
not in the end. We both love the constitution, 
respect the king, and abhor the French. But 
though you love the constitution, yon would 
perpetuate the abuses which have been en- 
grahed upon it ; though you respect the king, 
you would confirm his scruples against the 
Catholics ; though you abhor the French, you 
would open to them the conquest of Ireland. 
My method of respecting my sovereign is by 
protecting his honour, his empire, and his last- 
ing happiness ; I evince my love of the consti- 
tution, by making it the guardian of all men*8 
rights and the source of their freedom ; and I 
prove my abhorrence of the French, by uniting 
against them the disciples of every church in 
the only remaining nation in Europe. As for 
the men of whom I have been compelled, in 
this age of mediocrity, to say so much, they 
cannot of themselves be worth a moment's 
consideration to you, to me, or to any body. 
In a year afltT their death, they will be forgotten 
as completely as if they had never been ; and 
are now of no farther importance than as they 
are the mere vehicles of carrying into effect 
the common-place and mischievous prejudices 
of the times in which they live. 



LETTER VI. 

Dbaa Abraham, 

yWHAT amuses me the most is, to hear of the 
indulgences which the Catholics have received, 
and their exorbitance in not being satisfied 
with those indulgences : now if you complain 
to inc tliat a man is obtrusive and shameless 
in his requests, and that it is impossible to 
brine? him to reason, I must first of all hear 
the whole of your conduct towards him ; for 
you may have taken from him so much in the 
first instance, that, in spite of a long series of 
restitution, a vast latitude for petition may still 
remain behind. 

There is a village (no matter where) in 
which the inhabitants, on one day in the year, 
:«it down to a dinner prepared at the common 
fxpensr ; b)' an extraordinary piece of tyranny 
(d'hich Lora Hawkcsbury would call the wis- 
iom of the village ancestors), the \nUabi\aiils 



of three of the streets, about an hundred jetrt 
ago, seized upon the inhabitants of the fourth 
street, bound them hand and foot, laid them 
upon their backs, and compelled them to look 
on while the rest were stufiing themselves 
with bet f and beer ; the next year, the inhabits 
ants of the persecuted street (though they 
contributed an equal quota of the expense) 
were treated precisely in the same manner. 
The t3nranny Igrew into a custom ; and (as the 
manner of our nature is) it was considered as 
the most sacred of all duties to keep these 
poor fellows without their annual dinner; the 
Tillage was so tenacious of this practice, that 
nothing could induce them to resign it ; eveiy 
enemy to it was looked upon as a disbeliever 
in Divine Providence, and any nefarioas 
churchwarden who wished to succeed in his 
election had nothing to do but to represent his 
antagonist as an abolitionist, in order to frus- 
trate his ambition, endanger his life, and throw 
the village into a state of the most dreadful 
commotion. By degrees, however, the ob- 
noxious street grew to be so well peopled, and 
its inhabitants so firmly united, that their op- 
pressors, more afraid of injustice, were more 
disposed to be just At the next dinner they 
are unbound, the year aAer allowed to sit up- 
right, then a bit of bread and a glass of water; 
till at last, after a long series of concessions, 
they are emboldened to ask, in pretty plain 
terms, that they may be allowed to sit down at 
the bottom of the table, and to fill their bellies 
as well as the rest. Forthwith a general cry 
of shame and scandal: <*Ten years ago, were 
you not laid upon your backs? Don't you 
remember what a great thing you thought it to 
get a pfece of bread! How thankful you 
were for cheese paring^ 1 ^ Have you forgotten 
that memorable era, when the lord of the manor 
interfered to obtain for you a slice of the public 
pudding? And now with an audacity only 
equalled by your ingratitude, you have the 
impudence to ask for knives and forks, and to 
request, in terms too plain to be mistaken, that 
you may sit down to table with the rest, and 
be indulged even with beef and beer: there 
are not more than half a dozen dishes which 
we have reserved for ourselves ; the rest has 
been thrown open to yon in the utmost profu- 
sion; you have potatoes, and carrots, suet 
dumplings, sops in the pan, and delicious toast 
and water, in incredible quantities. Beef, 
mutton. Iamb, pork, and veal are ours; and if 
you were not the most restless and dissatisfied 
of human beings, you would never think of 
aspiring to enjoy them." 

Is not this, my dainty Abraham, the very 
nonsense and the very insult which is talked 
to and practised upon the Catholics 1 You are 
surprised that men who have tasted of partial 
justice should ask for perfect justice; that he 
who has been robbed of coat and cloak will 
not be contented with the restitution of one of 
his garments. He would be a ver}' lazy block- 
head if he were content, and I (who, though 
an inhabitant of the village, have preser\'ed, 
thank God, some sense of justice) most earn- 
estly counsel these half-fed claimants to per- 
severe in their just demands, till they are ad- 
mvWedi \o a mt^i^ com^ilete share of a flinner 
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for which they pay as much as the others ; and 
if they see a little attenuated lawyer squabbling 
at the head of their opponents, let them desire 
him to empty his pockets, and to pull out all 
the pieces of duck, fowl, and pudding, which 
he has filched from the public feast, to carry 
home to his wife and children. • 

You parade a great deal upon the vast con- 
cessions made by this country to the Irish be- 
fore the union. I deny that any voluntary 
concession was ever made by England to Ire- 
land. — What did Ireland ever ask that was 
granted t What did she ever demand that was 
refused 1 How did she get her mutiny bill — 
a limited Parliament — a repeal of Poyning's 
law — a constitution ? Not by the concessions 
of England, but by her $|ftC9% When Ireland 
asked for all these things upon her knees, her 
petitions were rejected with Percevalism and 
contempt : when she demanded them with the 
voice of 60,000 armed men, they were granted 
with every mark of consternation and dismay. 
Ask of Lord Auckland the fatal consequences 
of trifling with such a people as the Irish. He 
himself was the organ of these relVisals. — 
As secretary to the lord-lieutenant, the inso- 
lence and tyranny of this country passed 
through his hands. Ask him if he remembers 
the consequences. Ask him if he has forgotten 
that memorable evening, when he came down 
booted and mantled to the House of Commons, 
when he told the House he was about to set 
off for Ireland that night, and declared, before 
God, if he did not carry with him a compliance 
with all their demands, Ireland was for ever 
lost to this country. The present generation 
have forgotten this ; but I have not forgotten 
it; and I know, hasty and undignified as the 
submission of England then was, that Lord 
Auckland was right, that tlie delay of a single 
day might very probably have separated the 
two peopfe for ever. The terms submission 
and fear are galling terms, when applied from 
the lesser nation to the greater; but it is the 
plain historical truth, it is the natural conse- 
quence of injustice, it is the predicament in 
which every country places itself which leaves 
such a mass of hatred and discontent by its 
side. No empire is powerful enough to endure 
it; it would exhaust the strength of China, and 
sink it with all its mandarins and tea-kettles 
to the bottom of the deep. By refusing them 
justice now, when you are strong enough to 
refuse them any thing more than justice, you 
will act over again, with the Catholics, the same 
scene of mean and precipitate submission 
which disgraced you before America, and be- 
fore the volunteers of Ireland. \» •.• shall live 
to hear the Hampstead Protestant pronouncing 
such extravagant panegyrics upon holy water, 
and paying such fulsome compliments to the 
thumbs and offals of departed saints, that parties 
will change sentiments, and Lord Henry Petty 
and Sam Whiibread take a spell at No-Popery. 
The wisdom of Mr. Fox was alike employed in 
teaching his country justice when Irelajid was 
weak, and dignity when Ireland was strong. We 
are fast pacing round the same miserable circle 
ufruin and imbecility. Alas! where is ourguidet 

You say that Ireland is a millstone about 
oar necks ; that it would be bett«*r for us if Ire- 1 
B9 



land were sunk at the bottom of the sea; that 
the Irish are a natioti of irreclaimable savages 
and barbarians. How oAen have I heard 
these sentiments fall from the plump and 
thoughtless squire, and from the tliriving Eng- 
lish shopkeeper, who has never felt the r^ 
of an Orange master upon his back. Ireland 
a millstone about your neck ! Why is it not 
a stone of Ajax in your handl I agree with 
you most cordially, that, governed as Ireland 
now is, it would be a vast accession of strength 
if the waves of the sea were to rise and ingulf 
her to-morrow. At this moment, opposed as . 
we are to all the world, the annihilation of one 
of the most fertile islands on the face of the 
globe, containing five millions of human crea- 
tures, would be one of the most solid advan- 
tages which could happen to this country. I 
doubt very much, in spite of all the just abuse 
which has been lavished upon Bonaparte, 
whether there is any one of his conquered 
countries the blotting out of which would be 
as beneficial to him as the destruction of Ire- 
land would be to us: of countries, I speak, 
differing in language from ihe French, little 
habituated to their intercourse, and inflamed 
with all the resentments of a recently conquered 
people. Why will you attribute the lurbulence 
of our people to any cause but the right — to 
any cause but your own scandalous oppres- 
sion t If you tie your horse up to a gate, and 
beat him cruelly, is he vicious because he kicks 
you! If you have plagued and worried a 
mastiff dog for years, is he mad because he 
flies at you whenever he sees you 1 Hatred is 
an active, troublesome passion. Depend upon 
it, whole nations have always some reason for 
their hatred. Before you refer the turbulence 
of the Irish to indurable defects in their cha- 
racter, tell me if you have treated them as 
friends and equals f Have you protected their 
commerce 1 Have you respected their reli- 
gion 1 Have you been as anxious for their 
freedom as your ownl Nothing of all this. 
What then 1 — Why, you have eonfiscated the 
territorial surface of the country twice over ; 
you have massacred and exported her inhabit- 
ants ; you have deprived four-fifths of them 
of every civil privilege ; you have at every 
period made her commerce and manufactures 
slavishly subordinate to your own; and yet 
the hatred which the Irish bear to you is the 
result of an original turbulence of character, 
and of a primitive, obdurate wildness, utterly 
incapable of civilization. The embroidered 
inanities and the sixth-form effusions of Mr. 
Canning, are really not powerful enough to 
make me believe this } nor is there any autho- 
rity on earth (always excepting the Dean of 
Christ-Church) which could make it credible to 
me. I ap nek of Mr. Canning. There is not a 
ha*p'or$of bread to all this wigar and sack. 1 
love not the cretaceous and Incredible countc 
nance of his colleague. The only opinion m 
which I agree with these two gentlemen, is that 
which they entertain of each other; I am sure 
that the insolence of Mr. Pitt, and the unbalanced 
accounts of Melville, were far better than th» 
perils of this new ignorance : — 

Nonne Aiit natiuf triatef Amaryllidis irai 
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In the midst of the most profound peace, the 
secret articles of the treaty of Tilsit, in which 
the destruction of Ireland is resolved upon, in- 
duce you to rob the Danes of their fleet — After 
the expedition sailed comes the treaty of Tilsit, 
containing no article,* public or private, allud- 
ing to Ireland. The state of the world, you tell 
me, justified us in doing this. — Just God ! do 
we think only of the state of the world when 
there is an opportunity for robbery, for mur- 
der, and for plunder; and do we forget the 
state of the world when we are called upon to 
. be wise, and good, aifd just t Does the state 
of the world never remind us, that we have 
four millions of subjects whose injuries we 
ought to atone for, and whose afl!ections we 
ought to conciliate t Does the state of the 
world never warn us to lay aside our infernal 
bigotry, and to arm every man who acknow- 
ledges a God and can grasp a sword ? Did it 
never occur to this administration, that they 
might virtuously get hold of a force ten times 
greater than the force of the Danish fleet ? Was 
there no other way of protecting Ireland, but 
by bringing eternal shame upon Great Britain, 
and by making the eartlf a den of robbers ! See 
what the men whom you have supplanted would 
have done. They would have rendered the 
invasion of Ireland impossible, by restoring to 
the Catholics their long-lost rights ; they would 
have acted in such a manner that the French 
would neither have wished for invasion, nor 
dared to attempt it ; they would have increased 
the permanent strength of the country while 
they preserved its reputation unsullied. No- 
thing of this kind your friends have done, be- 
cause they are solemnly pledged to do nothing 
of this kind ; because to tolerate all religions, 
and to equalize civil rights to all sects, is to 
oppose some of the worst passions of our na- 
ture — to plunder and to oppress is to gratify 
them all. They wanted the huzzas of mobs, 
and they have for ever blasted the fame of 
England to obtain them. Were the fleets of 
Holland, France, and Spain, destroyed by lar- 
ceny 1 You resisted the power of 150 sail of 
the line by sheer courage, and violated every 
principle of morals from the dread of 15 hulks, 
while, the expedition itself cost you three times 
more than the value of the larcenous matter 
brought away. The French trample upon the 
laws of God and man, not for old cordage, but 
for kingdoms, and always take care to be well 
paid for their crimes. We contrive, under the 
present administration, to unite moral with in- 
tellectual deficiency, and to grow weaker and 
worse by the sartie action. If they had WHf 
•evidence of the intended hostility of the Danes, 
why was it not produced? Why have the na- 
tions of Europe been allowed t pJMgla n indig- 
nation against this country UeWHHa reach 
;)f all subsequ^^^nformationf^HmUiese 
times, do you imipiie, when we cajJ^MeVith 
a year of universal hatred, dally with the curses 
•of Europe, and then regain a lost character at 
;p!easure, by the parliamentary perspirations 
of ihe foreign secretary, of the solemn asseve- 
ration5 cC the pecuninry Rose 1 Believe me, 
Abraham, it is not under such ministers as 
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these that the dexterity of honest Englishmen 
will ever equal the dexterity of French knares; 
it is not in their presence that the serpent of 
Moses will ever swallow up the serpents of the 
magicians. 

Lord Hawkesbury says, that nothing is to be 
granted to the Catholics from Tear. What! 
not even justice 1 Why not t There are four 
millions of disafi*ected people within twenty 
miles of your own coast I fairly confess, that 
the dread which I have of their physical 
power, is with me a very strong motive for 
listening to their claims. To talk of not 
acting from fear is mere parliamentary cant 
From what motive but fear, I should be glad 
to know, have all the improvements in oar 
constitution pro€4p||d? I question if any 
justice has ever Moraone to large masses of 
mankind from imy other motive. By what 
other motives can tiie plunderers of the Baltic 
suppose nations tg be governed in their inter* 
course wiih ea^ other? If I say. Give this 
people what <hey ask because it is just, do 
you think I should get ten people to listen to 
me ! Would not the lesser of the two Jen kin- 
sons be the fitst to treat me with con tempt t 
The only true way to make the mass of man- 
kind see the beauty of justice, is by showing 
to them in pretty plain terms the consequences 
of injustice. If any body of French troops 
land in Ireland, the whole population of that 
country will rise against you to a man, and 
you could not possibly survive such an event 
three years. Such, from the bottom of my 
soul, do I believe to be the present state of that 
country; and so far does it appear to me to be 
impolitic and unstatestnanlike to concede any 
thing to such a danger, that if the Catholics, in 
addition to their present just demands, were to 
petition for the perpetual removal of the said 
Lord Hawkesbury from his majesty's coun- 
cils, I think, whatever might be the effect upon 
the destinies of Europe, and however it might 
retard our own individual destruction, that the 
prayer of the petition should be instantly com- 
plied with. Canning's crocodile tears should 
not move me; the hoops of the maids of 
honour should not hide him. I would tear 
him from the banisters of the back stairs, and 
plunge him in the fishy fames of the dirtiest 
of all his Cinque Ports. 



LETTER VIL 
Deak Abbahax, 

' ix the correspondence which is passing be- 
tween us, you are perpetually alluding to the 
foreign secretary ; and in answer to the dan- 
gers of Ireland, which' I am pressing upon 
your notice, you have nothing to nv^ but the 
confidence which you repose in the discretion 
and sound sense of this gentleman.* . I can 
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only SBY, that I have listened to him long and 
often, with the greatest attention ; I hare used 
erery exertion in my power to take a fair 
measure of him, and it appears to me impos- 
sible to hear him upon any arduous topic 
without perceiving that he is eminently defi- 
cient in those solid and serious qualities upon 
which, and upon which alone, the confidence 
of a great country can properly repose. He 
sweats, and labours, and works for sense, and 
Mr. Ellis seems always to think it is coming, 
but it does not come ; the machine can't draw 
up what is not to be found in the spring; 
Providence has made him a light, jesting, 
paragraph-writing man, and that he will re- 
main to his dying day. When he is jocular 
he is strong, when he i^M(ious he is like 
Samson in a wig ; any dKunary person is a 
match for him ; a song, an ironical letter, a 
burlesque ode, an attack in the newspaper 
upon NicoU's eye, a smart speech of twenty 
minutes, full of gross misrepresentations and 
clever turns, excellent language, a spirited 
manner, lucky quotation, success in provoking 
dull men, some half information picked up in 
Pall Mall in the morning; these are your 
friend's natural weapons ; all these things he 
can do ; here I allow him to be truly great ; 
nay, I will be just, and go still farther, if he 
would confine himself to these things, and 
consider the facete and the playful to be the 
basis of his character, he would, for that spe- 
cies of man, be universally regarded as a 
person of a very good understanding; call him 
a legislator, a reasoner, and the conductor of 
tlie a/lfairs of a great nation, and it seems to 
me as absurd as if a butterfly were to teach 
bees to make honey. That he is an extraor- 
dinary writer of small poetry, and a diner out 
of the highest lustre, I do most readily admit 
After George Selwyn, and perhaps Tickell, 
there has been no such man for this half cen- 
tury. The foreign secretary is a gentleman, a 
respectable as well as an highly agreeable 
man in private life ; but you may as well feed 
me with decayed potatoes as console me for 
the miseries of Ireland by the resources of his 
terue and his discreiiotu It is only the public 
situation which this gentleman holds which 
entitles me or induces me to say so much 
about him. He is a fly in amber; nobody 
xarps about the fly: the only question is. How 
the devil did it get there ! Nor do I attack 
him from the love of glory, but from the love 
of utility, as a burgomaster hunts a rat in a 
Dutch dyke, for fear it should flood a province. 
The friends of the Catholic question are, I 
observe, extremely embarrassed in arguing 
when they come to the loyalty of the Irish 
Catholics. As for me, I shall go straight for- 
ward to my object, and state what I have no 
manner of doubt, from an intimate knowledge 
of Ireland, to be the plain truth. Of .the great 
Roman Catholic proprietors, and of the Ca- 
tholic prelates, there may be a few, and but a 
few, who would follow the fortunes of England 
at ail events.; .there is another set of men who, 
thoroughly detesting' this country, have too 
much property and too much character to 
Jose, not to wait for some rery favourable 
event before they show themselves; but the 



great mass of Catholic population, upon the 
slightest appearance of a French force in that 
country, would rise upon you to a man. It is*- 
the most mistaken policy to conceal the plain 
truth. There is no loysdty among the Catho- 
lics ; they detest you as their worst oppressors, 
and they will continue to detest 3rou till you 
remove the cause of their hatred. It is in your 
power in six months' time to produce a total 
revolution of opinions among this people ; and 
in some future letter I will show you that this 
is clearly the case.' At present, see what a 
dreadful state Ireland is in. The common 
toast among the low Irish is, the feast of the 
pcusover. Some allusion to Bonaparte, in a 
play lately acted at Dublin, produced thunders 
of applause from the pit and the galleries ; and 
a politician should not be inattentive to the 
public feelings expressed in theatres. Mr. 
Perceval thinks he has disarmed the Irish ; he 
has no more disarmed the Irish than he has 
resigned a shilling of his own public emolu- 
ments. An Irish* peasant fills the barrel of 
his gun full of tow dipped in oil, butters up 
the lock, buries it in a bog, and allows the 
Orange bloodhound to ransack his cottage at 
pleasure. Be just and kind to the Irish, and 
you will indeed disarm them: rescue them 
from the degraded servitude in which they are 
held by an handful of their own countrymen, 
and you will add four millions of brave and 
aflectionate men to your strength. Nightly 
visits, Protestant inspectors, licenses to pos- 
sess a pistol or a knife and fork, the odious 
vigour of the evangelical Perceval — acts of 
Parliament, drawn up by some English attor- 
ney, to save you from the hatred of four mil- 
lion people—* the guarding yourselves from 
universal disaffection by a police ; a confidence 
in the little cunning of Bow Street, when you 
might rest your security upon the eternal basis 
of the best feelings ; this is the meanness and 
madness to which nations are reduced when 
they lose sight of the first elements of justice, 
without which a country can be no more se- 
cure than it can be healthy without air. I 
sicken at such policy and such men. The 
fact is, the ministers know nothing about the 
present state of Ireland ; Mr. Perceval sees a 
few clergymen. Lord Castlereagh a few gene- 
ral oflicers, who take care, of course, to report, 
what is pleasant rather than what is true. As 
for the joyous and lepid consul, he jokes upon 
neutral flags and feuds, jokes upon Irish re- 
bels, jokes upon northern, and western, and 
southern foes, and gives himself no trouble 
upon any subject; nor is the mediocrity of the 
idolatrous deputy of the slightest use. Dis 
solved in grins, he reads no memorials upon 
the state of Ireland, listens to no reports, asks 
no questiplMy and is the 

'* Bt mn from whom no traveMr retuma." 
The danger of an immediate insurrection is 
now, / believey^ blown over. You have so strong 

• No man who is not intimately acquainted with the 
Irifh, can tell to what a curiouf extent this concealment 
of arma ia carried. I have atated th« exact mode in 
which it ia done. 

1 1 know too much, however, of the aUte of Irnlan'l 
not to apealc trembl indr about thl^. I to^ «a ^VstAX-ve^ 
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an army in Ireland, and the Irish are become 
ao much more cunning from the last insurrec- 
tion, that you may perhaps be tolerably secure 
just at present from that evil: but are yon se- 
cure from the efforts which the French may 
make to throw a body of troops into Ireland ? 
and do you consider that event to be difficult 
and improbable! From Brest Harbour to 
Cape St. Vincent, you have above three thou- 
sand miles of hostile sea-coast, and twelve or 
fourteen harbours quite capable of contain- 
ing a sufficient force for the powerful invasion 
of Ireland. The nearest of these harbours is 
not two days' sail- from the southern coast of 
Ireland, with a fair leading wind; and the 
farthest not ten. Five ships of the line, for so 
very short a passage, might carry five or six 
thousand troops with cannon and ammunition ; 
and Ireland presents to their attack a southern 
coast of more than 600 miles, abounding in 
deep bays, admirable harbours, and disaffected 
inhabitants. Your blockading ships may be 
forced to come home for provisions and repairs, 
or they may be blown off in a gale of wind and 
compelled to bear away for their own coast ; — 
and you will observe, that the very same wind 
which locks you up in the British Channel, 
when you are got there, is evidently favourable 
for the invasion of Ireland. And yet this is 
called government, and the people huzza Mr. 
Perceval for continuing to expose his country 
day aAer day to such tremendous perils as 
these ; cursing the men who would have given 
up a question in theology to have saved us 
from such a risk. The British empire at this 
moment is in the state of a peach-blossom — if 
the wind blows gently from one quarter, it sur- 
vives; if furiously from the other, it perishes. 
A stiff breeze may set in from the north, the 
Bochefort squadron will be taken, and the 
minister will be the most holy of men ; if it 
comes from some other point, Ireland is gone, 
we curse ourselves as a set of monastic mad- 
men, and call out for the unavailing satisfac- 
tion of Mr. Perceval's head. Such a state of 
political existence is scarcely credible; it is 
the action of a mad young fool standing upon 
one foot, and peeping down the crater of Mount 
^tna, not the conduct of a wise and sober 
people deciding upon their best and dearest 
interests: and in the name, the much injured 
name, of Heaven, what is it all for that we 
expose ourselves to these dangers! Is it that 
we may sell more muslin ? Is it that we may 
acquire more territory 1 Is it that we may 
strengthen what we have already acquired? 
No : nothing of all this ; but that one set of 
Irishmen may torture another set of Irishmen — 
that Sir Phelim O'Callagan may continue to 
whip Sir Toby M'Tackle, his next-door neigh- 
bour, and continue to ravish his Catholic 
daughters ; and these are the measures which 
the honest and consistent secretary supports ; 
and this is the secretary whose genius, in the 
estimation of Brother Abraham, is to extin- 
guish the genius of Bonaparte. Pompey was 
killed by a slave, Goliath smitten by a stripling, 
Pyrrhus died by the hand of a woman ; tremble, 
thou great Gaul, from whose head an armed 
Minerva leaps forth in the hour of danger; 
tremble, thoa scourge of Qbd, ^ p\easatvi mW 



is come out against thee, and thoo shall be hU 
low by a joker of jokes, and he shall talk his 
pleasant talk against thee, and tboa ^lalt be so 
more! 

You tell me, in spite of all this parade of 
sea-coast, Bonaparte has neither ships aor 
sailors: but this is a mistake. He has not 
ships and sailors to contest the empire of the 
seas with Great Britain, but there remains 
quite sufficient of the navies of France, Spaio, 
Holland, and Denmark, for these short excur- 
sions and invasions. Do you think, too, that 
Bonaparte does not add to his navy every year? 
Do you suppose, with all Europe at his feet, that 
he can find any difficulty in obtaining timber, 
and that money will not procure for him any 
quantity of naval Stores he may want I The 
mere machine, the empty ship, he can build as 
well, and as quickly, as you can ; and though 
he may not find enough of practised sailors lo 
man large fighting fleets— it is not possible to 
conceive that he can want sailors for siu h 5ort 
of purposes as I have stated? He is at pre- 
sent the despotic monarch of above twenty 
thousand miles of sea-coast, and yet you sop- 
pose he cannot procure sailors for the invasion 
of Ireland. Believe, if you please, that such 
a fleet met at sea by any number of our ships 
at all comparable to them in point of force, 
would be immediately taken ; let it be so ; I 
count nothing upon their power of resisunce, 
only upon their power of escaping unobserved. 
If experience has taught us any thing, it is the 
impossibility of perpetual blockades. The in- 
stances are innumerable, during the course of 
this war, where whole fleets have sailed in and 
out of harbour in spite of every vigilance used 
to prevent it. I shall only mention those cases 
where Ireland is concerned. In Decembe:*, 
1796, seven ships of the line, and ten trans- 
ports, reached Bantry Bay from Brest, with- 
out having seen an English ship in their pas- 
sage. It blew a storm when they were off 
shore, and therefore England still continues to 
be an independent kingdom. You will observe 
that at the very time the French fleet sailed oat 
of Brest harbour. Admiral Colpoys was cruis- 
ing off there with a powerful squadron, aad 
still, from the particular circnmsunces of the 
weather, found it impossible to prevent the 
French from coming out. During the time that 
Admiral Colpoys was cruising off Brest, Ad- 
miral Richery,with six ships of the line, passed 
him, and got safe into the harbour. At the 
very moment when the French squadron was 
lying in Bantry Bay, Lord Bridport with his 
fleet was locked up by a foul wind in the 
Channel, and for several days could not stir to 
the assistance of Ireland. Admiral Colpoys, 
totally unable to find the French fleet, cane 
home. Lord Bridport, at the change of the 
wind, cruised for them in vain, and they got 
safe back to Brest, without having seen a 
single one of these floating bulwarks, the pos» 
session of which we believe will enable as 
with impunity to set justice and common sense 
at defiance. Such is the miserable and preca- 
rious state of an anemocracy, of a people who 
put their trust in hurricanes, and are covemed 
by wind. In August, 1798, three furty-gua 
A ^x\%dX«%\^^^^^ \\^ m€n under Humbert, mak« 
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ing the passage from Rochelle to Killala with- 
out seeing any English ship. In October of 
the same year, foor French frigates anchored 
in Killala Bay with 3000 troops; and though 
they did not land their troops, they retamed to 
France in safety. In the same month, a line 
of battle ship, eight stout frigates, and a brig, 
all full of tcpops and stores, reached the coast 
of Ireland, and were fortunately, in sight of 
land, destroyed, after an obstinate engagement, 
by Sir John Warren. 

If you despise the little troop which, in these 
numerous experiments, did make good its land- 
ing, take with you, if you please, this prdcis of 
its exploits : eleven hundred men, commanded 
by a soldier raised from the ranks, put to rout 
a select array of 6000 men, commanded by 
General Lake, seized their ordinance, ammuni- 
tion, and stores, advanced 150 miles into a 
country containing an armed force of 150,000 
men, and at last surrendered to the viceroy, an 
experienced general, gravely and cautiously 
advancing at the head of all his chivalry and 
of an immense army to oppose him. You 
must excuse these details about Ireland, but it 
appears to me to be of all other subjects the 
most important If we conciliate Ireland, we 
can do nothing amiss ; if we do not, we can do 
nothing well. If Ireland was friendly, we might 
equally set at defiance the talents of Bonaparte 
and the blunders of his rival, Mr. Canning; we 
could then support the ruinous and silly bustle 
of our useless expeditions, and the almost in- 
credible ignorance of our commercial orders in 
council. Let the present administration give 
up but this one point, and there is nothing 
which I would not consent to grant them. Mr. 
Perceval shall have full liberty to insult the 
tomb of Mr. Fox, and to torment every eminent 
dissenter in Great Britain ; Lord Camden shall 
have large boxes of plums ; Mr. Rose receive 
permission to prefix to his name the appella- 
tive of virtuous ; and to the Viscount Uastle- 
reagh* a round sum of ready money shall be 
well and truly paid into his hand. Lastly, what 
remains to Mr. George Canning, but that he 
rides up and down Pall Mall glorious upon a 
white horse, and that they cry out before him. 
Thus shall it be done to the statesman who 
hath written '* The Needy Knife-Grinder,*' and 
the German play 1 Adieu only for the present; 
you shall soon hear from me again ; it is a sub- 
ject upon which I cannot long be silent. 



LETTER Vni. 

NoTUT^io can be more erroneous than to sup- 
pose that Ireland is not bigger than the Isle of 
Wight, or of more consequence than Guernsey 
or Jersey ; and yet I am almost inclined to be- 
lieve, from the general supineness which pre- 
vails here respecting the dangerous state of 
that country, that such is the rank which it 
holds in our statistical tables. I have been 
writing to yon a great deal about Ireland, and 
perhaps it may be of some use to state to you 
concisely the nature and resources of the 
country which has been the subject of our long 



♦TIris 'a m vciy m^vflC impiiuckn on Lord OuUereagli- 



and strange correspondeyce. There were re^ 
turned, as I have before observed, to the hearth 
tax, in 1791, 70l,132» houses, which Mr. New- 
enham shows from unquestionable documents 
to be neariy 80,000 below the real number of 
houses in that country. There are 27,457 
square English miles in Ireland,f and more 
than five millions of people. 

By the last survey, it appears that the inha- 
bited houses in England and Wales amount to 
1,574,903, and the population to 9,343,578, 
which gives an average of 5} to each house, in 
a country where the density of population is 
certainly less considerable than in Ireland. It 
is commonly supposed that two-fifths of the 
army and navy are Irishmen, at periods when 
political disaffection does not avert the Catho- 
lics from the service. The current value of 
Irish exports in 1807 was 9,814,854^ 17«. 7d.; 
a state of commerce about equal to the com- 
merce of England in the middle of the reign of 
George II. The tonnage of ships entered in- 
ward and cleared outward in the trade of Ire- 
land, in 1807, amounted to 1,567,430 tons. The 
quantity of home spirits exported amounted to 
10,284 gallons in 1796, and to 930,800 gallons 
in 1804. Of the exports, which I have stated, 
provisions amounted to four millions, and linen 
to about four millions and a half. There was 
exported (Vom Ireland, upon an average of two 
years ending in January, 1804, 591,274 barrels 
of barley, oats, and wheat; and by weight 
910348 cwts. of flour, oatmeal, barley, oats 
and wheat The amount of butter exported in 
1804, from Ireland, -was worth, in money, 
1,704,680/. steriing. The importation of ale 
and beer from the immense manufactures now 
carrying on of these articles, was diminished 
to 3209 barrels, in the year 1804, from 111,920 
barrels, which was the average importation 
per annum, taking from three years ending in 
1792 ; and at present there is an export trade 
of porter. On an average of the three years, 
ending March, 1783, there were iimported into 
Ireland, of cotton wool, 8826 cwts., of cotton 
yam, 5405 lbs. ; but on an average of three 
years, ending January, 1803, there were im- 
ported, of the first article, 18,159 cwts., and of 
the latter, 628,406 lbs. It is impossible to con- , 
ceive any manufacture more flourishing. The 
export of linen has increased in Ireland from 
17,776^62 yards, the average in 1770, to 
43,534,971 yards, the amount in 1805. The 
tillage of Ireland has more then trebled within 
the last twenty-one years. The importation 
of coals has increased from 230/)00 tons in 
1783, to 417,030 in 1804; of tobacco, from 
3,459,861 lbs. in 1783, to 6,611,543 in 1804; of 
tea, from 1,703^55 lbs. in 1783, to 3,358,256, in 
1804; of sugar, from 143,117 cwts. in 1782, to 
309,076, in 1804. Ireland now supports a 
funded debt of above 64 millions, and it is 
computed that more than three millions of 
money are annually remitted to Irish absentees 
resident in this country. In Mr. Foster's re- 



• The checks to population were very trifling firom th* 
rebellion. It lasted two montha: of bia majesty's Iristi 
forces, there perished about 1600; of the rebels, Il.OOt* 
were killed in the field, and aOOO hanged or exported 
400 loyal persons were assassinated. 

t In England 48,480. 
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port, of 100 folio pages, presented to the House 
of Commons in ihe year 1806, the total expen- 
diture of Ireland is slated at 9,760,013/. Ire- 
land has increased about two-thirds in its 
population within twenty-five years, and yet, 
and in about the same space of time, its ex- 
ports of beef, bullocks, cows, pork, swine, but- 
ter, wheat, barley, and oats, collectively taken, 
have doubled; and this in spite of two years' 
famine, and the presence of an immense army, 
that is always at hand to guard the most valu- 
able appanage of our empire from joining our 
most inveterate enemies. Ireland has the 
greatest possible facilities for carrying on com- 
merce with the whole of Europe. It contains, 
within a circuit of 750 miles, 66 secure har- 
bours, and presents a western frontier against 
Great Britain, reaching from the Frith of Clyde 
north to the Bristol Channel south, and vary- 
ing in distance from 20 to 100 miles ; so that 
the subjugation of Ireland would compel us to 
guard with ships and soldiers a new line of 
coast, certainly amounting, with all its sinuosi- 
ties, to more than 700 miles — an addition of po- 
lemics, in our present state of hostility with all 
the world, which must highly gratify the vigor- 
ists, and give them an ample opportunity of 
displaying that foolish energv upon which 
their claims to distinction are founded. Such 
is the country which the right reverend the 
chancellor of the exchequer would drive into 
the arms of France, and for the conciliation of 
which we are requested to wait, as if it were 
one of those sinecure places which were given 
to Mr. Perceval snarling at the breast, and 
which cannot be abolished till his decease* 

How sincerely and fervently have I often 
wished that the Emperor of the French had 
thought as Mr. Spencer Perceval does upon the 
subject of government ; that he had entertained 
doubts and scruples upon the propriety of ad- 
mitting the Protestants to an equality of rights 
with (he Catholics, and that he had leA in the 
middle of his empire these vigorous seeds of 
hatred and disaffection : but the world was 
never yet conquered by a blockhead. One of 
the very first measures we saw him recurring 
to was the complete establishment of religious 
liberty; if his subjects fought and paid as 
he pleased, he allowed them to believe as they 
pleased ; the moment I saw this, my best hopes 
were lost I perceived in a moment the kind of 
man we had to do with. I was well aware of 
the miserable ignorance and folly of this 
country upon the subject of toleration; and 
every year has been adding to the succ«}s8 of 
(hat game which it was clear he had the will 
and the ability (o play against us. 

You say Bonaparte is not in earnest upon the 
. subject of religion, and that 'this is the cause 
4 of his tolerant spirit; but is it possible you can 
intend to give us such dreadful and unamiable 
notions of religion 1 Are we to understand 
(hat the moment a man is sincere he is narrow- 
minded; that persecution is ihei^hild of belief; 
-^ and that a desire to leave all men in the quiet 
and unpunished exercise of their own creed 
can only exist in the mind of an infidell 
Thank God f I know many men whose prin- 
ciples are as firm at they are expanded, who 
aiiag^ teoaciooMly to their own modi&cation ot 



the Christian faith, without the slightest dim* 
sition to force that modification upon other 
people. If Bonaparte is liberal in subjects of 
religion because he has no religion, is this a 
reason why we should be illiberal because we 
are Christians ! If he owes this excellent quality 
to a vice, is that any reason why we may not 
owe it to a virtue 1 Toleration is a great good, 
and a good to be imitated, let it come from 
whom it will. If a sceptic is tolerant, it only 
shows that he is not foolish in practice as well 
as erroneous in theory. If a religious man is 
tolerant, it evinces that he is religious from 
thought and inquiry, because he exhibits in hij 
conduct one of the most beautiful and import- 
ant consequences of a religious mind, — an in- 
violable chanty to all the honest varieties of 
human opinion. 

Lord Sidmouth, and all the anti-Catholic y^ 
people, little foresee that they will h«reaAer be 
the sport of the antiquary ; that their prophe- 
cies of ruin and destruction from Catholic 
emancipation will be clapped into the notes of 
some quaint history,* and be matter of plea- 
santry even to the sedulous housewife and (he 
rural dean. There is always a copious sup- 
ply of Lord Sidmouths in the world: nor is 
there one Siu||^^urce of human happiness 
against whicfflV-liave not uttered the most 
lugubrious predictu>iU( ^umpike roads, navi- 
gable canals, inoculatMMit hpps, tobacco, the 
Reformation, the Revolution—there are always 
a set of worthy and mederatelj-gifted men, 
who bawl out death and ruin upon every valu- 
able change which the varying aspect of human 
affairs absolutely and imperiously requires. I 
have oAen thought that it would be extremely 
useful to make a collection of the hatred and 
abuse that all those changes have experienced, 
which are now admitted to be marked improve- 
ments in our condition. Such an history might 
make folly a little more modest, and suspicious 
of its own decisions. 

Ireland, you say, since the union, is to be 
considered as a part of the whole kingdom; 
and therefore, however Catholics may predo- 
minate in that particular spot, jret, taking the 
whole empire together, they are to be consi- 
dered as a much more insignificant quota of 
the population. Consider them in what light 
you please, as part of the whole, or by them- 
selves, or in what manner may be most con- 
sentaneous to the devices of your holy mind— 
I say in a very few words, if you do not relieve 
these people from the civil incapacities to 
which they are exposed, you will lose them ; 
or you must employ great strength and much 
treasure in watching over them. In the pre- 
sent state of the world, you can aflbrd to do 
neither the one nor the other. Having stated 
this, I shall leave yon to be ruined, Pufiendorf 
in hand, (as Mr. Secretary Canning says,) and 
to lose Ireland, just as you have found out what 
proportion the aggrieved people should bear to 
the whole population, befbre their calamities 
meet with redress. As for your parallel cases, 
I am no more afraid of deciding upon them than 
I am upon their prototype. If ever any one 
heresy should so far spread itself over the prin* 
cipality of Wales that the esublished ohoivh 
\ ^«T« Ud la a minority of one to four; if jpchi 
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had subjected these heretics to very severe 
civil privations; if the consequence of such 
privations were an universal state of disafiec- 
tion among that caseous and wrathful people ; 
and if, at the same time, you were at war with 
all the world, how can you doubt for a moment 
that I would instantly restore them to a state of 
the most complete civil liberty ? What matters 
it under what name you put the same case 1 
Common sense is not changed by appellations. 
I have said how I would act to Ireland, and I 
would act so to all the world. 

I admit that, to a certain degree, the govem- 
/ment will lose the affections of the Orangemen 
^ by emancipating the Catholics ; much less, 
however, at present, than three years past. 
The few men, who have ill-treated the whole 
crew, live in constant terror that the oppressed 
people will rise upon them and carry the ship 
into Brest ; — they begin to find that it is a very 
tiresome thing to sleep every night with cocked 
pistols under their pillows, and to breakfast, 
dine, and sup with drawn hangers. They 
suspect that the privilege of beating and kick- 
ing the rest of the sailors is hardly worth all 
this anxiety, and that if the ship does ever fall 
into the hands of the disaffected, all the cruel- 
ties which they have experienced will be tho- 
roughly remembered and aAply repaid. To a 
short period of disaffection among the Orange- 
men, I confess I should not much object: my 
love of poetical justice does carry me as far 
as that; one summer*s whipping, only one: 
the thumb-screw for a short season; a little 
light, easy torturing between Lady-day and 
Michaelmas; a short specimen of Mr. Perce- 
vars rigour. I have malice enough to ask this 
slight atonement for the groans and shrieks 
of the poor Catholics, unheard by any human 
tribunal, but registered by the angel of God 
against their Protestant and enlightened op- 
pressors. 

Besides, if yon who count ten so often can 
count five, you must perceive that it is better 
to have four friends and one enemy than four 
enemies and one friend; and the more violent 
the hatred of the Orangemen, the more certain 
the reconciliation of the Catholics. The dis- 
affection of the Orangemen will be the Irish 
rainbow; when I see it, I shall be sure that the 
Blorm is over. 

If those incapacities, from which the Ca- 
tholics ask to be relieved, were to the mass of 
them only a mere feeling of pride, and if the 
question were respecting the attainment of 
privileges which could be of importance only 
to the highest of the sect, I should still say, 
that the pride of the mass was very naturally 
wounded by the degradation of their superiors. 
Indignity to George Rose would be felt by the 
smallest nummanr gentleman in the king's 
employ ; and Mr. John Bannister could not be 
indifferent to any thing which happened to 
Mr. Canning. But the truth is, it is a most 
egregious mistake to suppose that the Catholics 
\/ are contending merely for the fringes and fea- 
thers of their chiefs. I will give you a list, 
in my next letter, of those privations which 
are represented to be of no consequence to 
any body l)ut Lord Fingal, and some twenty 
or thirty of the principal persons of their sect. 
In the mean time, adieu, and be wis«» 



LETTER EC 

Dxia Abbaoax, 
No catholic can be chief governor or go- 
vernor of this kingdom, chancellor or keeper 
of the great seal, lord high-treasurer, chief^of 
any of the courts of justice, chancellor of the 
exchequer, puisne judge, judge in the admi- 
ralty, master of the rolls, secretary of state, 
keeper of the privy seal, vice-treasurer or his 
deputy, teller or cashier of exchequer, auditor 
or general, governor or custos rotulorum of 
counties, chief governor's secretary, privy 
councillor, king's counsel, serjeant, attorney, 
solicitor-general, master injchancery, provost 
or fellow of Trinity College, Dublin, post- 
master-general, master and lieutenant-general 
of ordnance, commander-in-chief, general on 
the staff, sheriff, sub-sheriff, mayor, bailiff, 
recorder, burgess, or any other officer in a 
city, or a corporation. No Catholic can be 
guardian to a Protestant, and no priest guar- 
dian at all ; no Catholic can be a gamekeeper, 
or have for sale, or otherwise, any arms or 
warlike stores ; no Catholic can present to a V 
living, unless he chooses to turn Jew in order 
to obtain that privilege ; the pecuniary quali- 
fication of Catholic jurors is made higher than 
that of Protestants, and no relaxation of the 
ancient rigorous code is permitted, unless to 
those who shall take an oath prescribed by 13 
A 14 Geo. m. Now if this is not picking the 
plums out of the pudding, and leaving the 
mere batter to the Catholics, I know not what 
is. If it were merely the privy council, it 
would be (I allow) nothing but a point of 
honour for which the mass of Catholics were 
contending, the honour of being chief mourn- 
ers or pall-bearers to the country ; but surely 
no man will contend that every barrister may 
not speculate upon the possibility of being a 
puisne judge ; and that every shopkeeper must 
not feel himself injured by his exclusion from 
borough oflices. 

One of the greatest practical evils which the 
Catholics suffer in Ireland, is their exclusion ^ 
from the offices of sheriff and deputy sheriff. ^ 
Nobody who is unacquainted with Ireland 
can conceive the obstacles which this opposes 
to the fair administration of justice. The for- 
mation of juries is now entirely in the hands 
of the Protestants: the lives, liberties, and 
properties of the Catholics in the hands of the 
juries ; and this is the arrangement for the ad- 
ministration of justice in a country where re- 
li^ous prejudices are inflamed to the greatest 
degree of animosity ! In this country, if a man 
is a foreigner, if he sells slippers, and sealing 
wax and artificial flowers, we are so tender of 
human life, that we take care half the number 
of persons who are to decide upon his fate 
should be men of similar prejudices and feel- 
ings with himself: but a poor Catholic in Ire- 
land may be tried by twelve Percevals, and ^ 
destroyed according to the manner of that gen- 
tleman in the name of the Lord, and with all 
the insulting forms of justice. I do not go the 
length of sajring that deliberate and wilful in- 
justice is done. I have no doubt that the 
Orange deputy-sheriff thinks it would be a 
most unpardonable breach of his duty if he 
did not summoti «t PvAtsAasxV ^"wm** V ^«^ 
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easily believe that the Protestant panel may- 
conduct themselves very conscientiously in 
hanging the gentleman of the crucifix ; but I 
blame 3ie law which does not guard the Ca- 
tholic against the probable tenour of those 
feelings which must unconsciously influence 
the judgments of mankind. I detest that state 
of society which extends unequal degrees of 
protection to different creeds and persuasions ; 
and I cannot describe to you the contempt I 
feel for a man who, calling himself a states- 
man, defends a system which fills the heart of 
every Irishman with treason, and makes his 
allegiance prudence, not choice. 

I request to know if the vestry taxes, in 
Ireland, are a mere matter of romantic feeling, 
which can affect only the Earl of Fingall In 
a parish where there are four thousand Catho- 
lics and fifty Protestants, the Protestants may 
meet together in a vestry meeting, at which 
no Catholic has the right to vote, and tax all 
the lands in the parish 1«. 6rf. per acre, or in 
the pound, I forget which, for the repairs of 
the church — and how has the necessity of 
these repairs been ascertained! A Protestant 
plumber has discovered that it wants new 
leading ; a Protestant carpenter is convinced 
the timbers are not sound, and a glazier, who 
hates holy water, (as an accoucher hates celi- 
bacy because he gets nothing by it,) is em- 
ployed to put in new sashes. 
. The grand juries in Ireland are the great 

J scene of jobbing. They have a power of 
making a county rate to a considerable extent 
for roads, bridges, and other objects of general 
accommodation "You suffer the road to be 
brought through my park, and I will have the 
Dridge constructed in a situation where it will 
make a beautiful object to your house. You 
do my job, and I will do yours." These are 
the sweet and interesting subjects which occa- 
sionally occupy Milesian gentlemen while they 
are attendant upon this grand inquest of jus- 
tice. But there is a religion, it seems, even 
in jobs ; and it will be highly gratifying to 
Mr. Perceval to learn that no man in Ireland 
who believes in seven sacraments can carry 
a public road, or bridge, one yard out of the 
direction most beneficial to the public, and 
that nobody can cheat that public who docs 
not expound the Scriptures in the purest and 
most orthodox manner. This will give plea- 
sure to Mr. Perceval : but, from his unfairness 
upon these topics, I appeal to the justice and 
proper feelings of Mr. Huskisson. I ask him 
if the human mind can experience a more 
dreadful sensation than to see its own jobs 
refused, and the jobs of another religion per- 
petually succeeding? I ask him his opinion 
of a jobless faith, of a creed which dooms a 

J man through life to a lean and plunderless in- 
tegrity. He knows that human nature cannot 
and will not bear it ; and if wc were to paint a 
political Tartarus, it would be an endless series 
of snug expectations and cruel disappoint- 
ments. These are a few of many dreadful 
inconveniences which the Catholics of all 
ranks suffer from the laws by which they are 
at present opj>ressed. Besides, look at human 
nature : — what is the history of all professions 1 
J*)e\ IS to be brought up to the bar : has Mrs. 



Plyraley the slightest doubt of his being cha» 
cellort Do not his two shrivelled aunts livt 
in the certainty of seeing him in that sitnft- 
tion, and of cutting out with their own hands 
his equity habilimeflits 1 And I could name a 
certain minister of the Gospel who does not, 
in the bottom of his heart, much differ Ayndb 
these opinions. Do you think that the Tathers 
and mothers of the holy Catholic Church are 
not as absurd as Protestant papas and ma- 
mas 1 The probability I admit to be, in e^h 
particular case, that the sweet little blockhead 
will in fact never get a brief ;— but I will ven- 
ture to say, there is not a parent from the 
Giant's causeway to Bantry Bay who docs not 
conceive that his child is the unfortunate vic- 
tim of the exclusion, and that nothing short of 
positive law could prevent his own dear pre- 
eminent Paddy from rising to the highest ho- 
nours of the state. So with the atmy, and 
Parliament; in fact, few are excluded; but, in 
imagination, all: you keep twenty or thiny 
Catholics out, and you lose the affections of 
four millions ; and, let me tell you, that recent 
circumstances have by no means tended to 
diminish in the minds of men that hope of 
elevation beyond their own rank which is so 
congenial to our nature; from pleading for 
John Roe to taxing John Bull, from jesting for 
Mr. Pitt and writing in the Anti-Jacobin, to 
managing the affairs of Europe — these are 
leaps which seem to justify the fondest dreams 
of mothers and aunts. 

I do not say that the disabilities to which 
the Catholics are exposed amount to such in- 
tolerable grievances, that the strength and in- 
dustry of a nation are overwhelmed by them ; 
the increasing prosperity of Ireland fully de- 
monstrates the contrary. But I repeat again, 
what I have often stated in the course of our 
correspondence, that your laws against the 
Catholic are exactly in that state in which ^ 
you have neither the benefits of rigour nor of 
liberality; every law which prevented the 
Catholics from gaining strength and wealth is 
repealed; every law which can irritate re- 
mains ; if yon were determined to insult the 
Catholics, you should have kept them weak; 
if you resolved to give them strength, you 
should have ceased to insult them : — at present 
your conduct is pure, unadulterated folly. 

Lord Hawkesbury says, we heard nothing 
about the Catholics till we began to mitigate 
the laws against them ; when we relieved them 
in part from this oppression they began to be 
disaffected. This is very true ; but it proves 
just what I have said, that you have either 
done too much, or too little; and as there 
lives not, I hope, upon earth, so depraved a 
courtier that he would load the Catholics with 
their ancient chains, what absurdity it is then 
not to render their dispositions friendly, when 
you leave their arms and legs free ! 

Yon know, and many Englishmen know, 
what passes in China; but nobody knows or 
cares what passes in Ireland. At the begin- 
ning of the present reign, no Catliolic could 
realize property, or carry on any business; 
they were absolutely annihilated, and had no 
more agency in the country than so many 
trees. They were like Lord Mulgrave's elo- 
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quence, and Lord Camden's wit ; the legisla- 
tive bodies did not know of their existence. 
For these twenty-five years last past, the Ca- 
tholics have been engaged in commerce ; 
within that period the commerce of Ireland 
has doubled : — there are four Catholics at work 
for one Protestant, and eight Catholics at work 
for one Episcopalian ; of course the propor- 
tion which Catholic wealth bears to Protestant 
wealdi is every year altering rapidly in favour 
of the Catholics. I have already told you what 
their purchases of land were the last year; 
since that period, I have been at some pains 
to find out the actual state of the Catholic 
wealth ; it is impossible, upon such a subject, 
to arrive at complete accuracy; but I have 
good reason to believe that there arc at pre- 
sent 2000 Catholics in Ireland, possessing an 
income from 500/. upwards, many of these 
with incomes of one, two, three, and four 
thousand, and some amounting to fifteen and 
twenty thousand per annum : — and this is the 
kingdom, and these the people, for whose con- 
ciliation we arc to wait Heaven knows when, 
and Lord Hawkesbury why! As for me, I 
never" think of the situation of Ireland, with- 
out feeling the same necessity for immediate 
interference as I should do if I saw blood 
flowing from a great artery. I rush to- 
wards it with the instinctive rapidity of a man 
desirous of preventing death, and have no 
other feeling but that in a few seconds the 
patient may be no more. 

I could not help smiling, in the times of No- 
Popery, to witness the loyal indignation of 
many persons at the attempt made by the last 
ministry to do something for the relief of Ire- 
V land. The general cry in the country was, 
that they would not see their beloved monarch 
used ill in his old age, and that they would 
stand by him to the last drop of their blood. 
I respect good feelings, however erroneous be 
the occasions on which they display them- 
selves ; and, therefore, I saw in all this as 
much to admire as to blan»«>. It was a species 
of affection, however, which reminded me 
very forcibly of the attachment displayed by 
the servants of the Russian ambassador, at 
the beginning of the last century. His excel- 
lency happened to fall down in a kind of apo- 
plectic fit, when he was paying a morning 
visit in the house of an acquaintance. The 
confusion was of course very great, and mes- 
sengers were despatched, in every direction, 
to find a surgeon, who, upon his arrival, de- 
clared that his excellency must be immediately 
blooded, and prepared himself forthwith to 
perform the operation ; the barbarous servants 
of the embassy, who were there in great num- 
bers, no sooner saw the surgeon prepared to 
wound the arm of their master with a sharp 
shining insnument, than they drew their 
swords, put themselves in an attitude of de- 
fence, and swore in pure Sclavonic, "that 
they would murder any man who attempted 
to do him the slightest injury; he had been a 
very good master to them, and they would not 
desert him in his misfortunes, or suffer his 
blood to be shed while he was off his guard, 
and incapable of defending himself.*' By good 
fortune, the secretary arrived about this period 
60 



of the dispute, and his excellency, relieved 
from superfluous blood and perilous affection, 
was, after much difliculty, restored to life. 

There is an argument brought forward with 
some appearance of plausibility in the House 
of Commons, which certainly merits an an- 
swer. You know that the Catholics now vote 
for members of Parliament in Ireland, and 
that they outnumber the Protestants in a very 
great proportion ; if you allow Catholics to sit 
in Parliament, religion will b« found to influ- 
ence votes more than property, and the greater 
part of the 100 Irish members who are return- 
ed to Parliament will be Catholics. Add to 
these the Catholic members who are returned 
in England, and you will have a phalanx of 
heretical strength which every minister will 
be compelled to respect, and occasionally to 
conciliate by concessions incompatible with 
the interests of the Protestant Church. The 
fact is, however, that you are at this moment 
subjected to every danger of this kind which 
you can possibly apprehend hereafter. If the 
spiritual interests of the voters are more pow- 
erful than their temporal interests, they can 
bind down their representatives to support any 
measures favourable to the Catholic religion, 
and they can change the objects of their 
choice till they have found Protestant members 
(as they easily may do) perfectly obedidnt to 
their wishes. If the superior possessions of 
the Protestants prevent the Catholics from 
uniting for a common political object, then 
the danger you fear cannot exist; if zeal, on 
the contrary, gels the better of acres, then the 
danger at present exists, from the right of 
voting already given to the Catholics, and it 
will not be increased by allowing them to sit 
in Parliament. There are, as nearly as I can 
recollect, thirty seats in Ireland for cities and 
counties, where the Protestants are the most 
numerous, and where the members returned 
must of course be Protestants. In the other 
seventy representations, the wealth of the I'ro- 
testants is opposed to the number of the Ca- 
tholics; and if all the seventy members re- 
turned were of the Catholic persuasion, they 
must still plot the destruction of our religion 
in the midst of 588 Protestants. Such terrors 
would disgrace a cook-maid, or a toothless 
aunt — ^when they fall from the lips of bearded 
and senatorial men, they are nauseous, anti- 
peristaltic, and emetical. • 

How can you for a moment doubt of the 
rapid effects which would be produced by the 
emancipation 1 — ^In the first place, to my cer- 
tain knowledge, the Catholics have long since 
expressed to his majest3r's ministers their per- 
fect readiness to vest in hii majesty y either with . 
the consent of the pope, or tDithout it, if it cannot V 
be obtained, the nomindtion of the Catholic prelacy. 
The Catholic prelacy in Ireland consists of 
twenty-six bishops and the warden of Galway, 
a dignitary enjoying Catholic jurisdiction. 
The number of Roman Catholic priests in 
Ireland exceeds one thousand. The expense.s 
of his peculiar worship are, to a substantial 
farmer or mechanic, five shillings per annum, 
to a labourer (where he is not entirely ex- 
cused), one shilling per annum ; this includes 
the contribution of the mlvolt t^ssiSV|^'«Sk&. Vst 
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this the priest is bound to attend them when 
sick, and to confess them when they apply to 
him ; he is also to keep his chapel in order, to 
celebrate divine service, and to preach on 
Sundays and holydays. In the northern dis- 
trict a priest gains from 30^ to 50/.; in the 
other parts of Ireland from 60/. to 90/. per an- 
num. The best paid Catholic bishops receive 
about 400/. per aun.; the others from 300/. to 
350/. My plan is very simple ; I would have 
300 Catholic p^irishes at 100/. per ann., 300 at 
200/. per ann., and 400 at 300/. per ann.; this, 
for the whole thousand parishes, would amount 
to 190,000/. To the prelacy I would allot 
20,000/. in unequal proportions, from 1000/. to 
500/.; and I would appropriate 40,000/. more 
for the support of Catliolic schools, and the 
repairs of Catholic churches : the whole 
amount of which sums is 250,000/., about the 
expense of three days of one of our genuine, 
good, English, jutt and necessary vmrs. The 
clergy should all receive their salaries at the 
Dank of Ireland, and I would place the whole 
patronage in the hands of the crown. Now, I 
appeal to any human being, except Spencer 
Perceval, Esq., of the parish of Hampstead, 
what the disafiection of a clergy would amount 
to, gaping after this graduated bounty of the 
crown, and whether Ignatius Loyola himself, 
if he were a living blockhead instead of a dead 
saint, could withstand the temptation of bounc- 
ing from 100/. a year in Sligo, to 300/. in Tip- 
perary 1 This is the miserable sum of money 
for which the merchants, and land-owners, 
and nobility of England are exposing them- 
selves to the tremendous peril of losing Ire- 
land. The sinecure places of the Roses and 
the Percevals, and the "dear and near rela- 
tions," put up to auction at thirty years* pur- 
chase, would almost amount to the money. 

I admit that nothing can be more reasonable 
than to expect that a Catholic priest should 
starve to death, genteelly and pleasantly, for 
the good of the Protestant religion ; but is it 
equally reasonable to expect that he should do 
so for the Protestant pews, and Protestant 
brick and mortar 1 On an Irish Sabbath, the 
bell of a neat parish church often summons to 
church only the parson and an occasionally 
. conforming clerk; while, two hundred yards 
off, a thousand Catholics are huddled together 
in a miserable hovel, and pelted by all the 
storms of heaven. Can any thing be more 
distressing than to see a venerable man pour- 
ing forth sublime truths in tattered breeches, 
and depending for his food upon the little offal 
he gets from his parishioners 1 I venerate a 
human being who starves for his principles, 
let them be what they may ; but starving for 
any thing is not at all to the taste of the hon- 
ourable flagellants ; strict principles, and good 
pay, is the motto of Mr. Perceval ; the one be 
keeps in great measure for the faults of bis 
enemies, the other for himself. 

There are parishes in Connaught in which 
a Protestant was never settled* nor even seen ; 
in that province, in Mnnster, and in parts of 
Leinster, the entire peasantry for sixty miles 
are Catholics ; in these tracts, the churches are 
FteqneiiWy shut for want of a congregation, or 
opened to an assemblage of from six \o Vv^ntY 



persons. Of what Protestants there are in 
Ireland, the greatest part arc gathered together 
in Ulster, or they live in towns. In the coun- 
try of the other three provinces the Catholics 
see no other religion but their own, and are at 
the least as fiAeen to one Protestant In the 
diocese of Tuam, they are sixty to one ; in the 
parish of St Mnllins, diocese of Leghkn, there 
are four thousand Catholics and tme Protetfent; 
in the town of Grasgenamana, in the connty 
of Kilkenny, there are between four and five 
hundred Catholic houses, and three Protestant 
houses. In the parish of Allen, county Kildare, 
there is no Protestant, though it is very popn- 
lous. In the parish of Arlesin, Queen's county, 
the proportion is one hundred to one. In the 
whole county of Kilkenny, by actual enumera- 
tion, it is seventeen to one ; in the dioce5e of 
Kilmacduagh, province of Connaught, fifty-rro 
to one, by ditto. These I give you as a few 
specimens of the present state of Ireland ;— 
and yet there are men impudent and ignorant 
enough to contend that such evils require no 
remedy, and that mild family man who dwell- 
eth in Hampstead can find none but the cao* 
tery and the knife. 
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Ezcoquitar TiUam. 

I cannot describe the horror and disgust 
which I felt at hearing Mr. Perceval call upon 
the then ministry for measures of vigour in 
Ireland. If I lived at Hampstead upon stewed 
meats and claret; if I walked to church every 
Sunday before eleven young gentlemen o( my 
own begetting, with their faces washed, and 
their hair pleasingly combed; if the Almighty 
had blessed me with every earthly comfort,— 
how awfully would I pause befc^re I sent forth 
the flame and the sword over che cabins of the 
poor, brave, generous, opm-heartcd peasants 
of Ireland ! How easy it is to shed human 
blood — ^how easy it is to persuade ourselves 
that it is our duty to do so— and that the de- 
cision has cost us a severe struggle — hov 
much, in all ages, have wounds and shrieks 
and tears been the cheap and vulgar resources 
of the rulers of mankind — ^how diflicult and 
how noble it is to govern in kindness, and to 
found an empire upon the everlasting basis of 
justice and affection ! — But what do men call 
vigour! To let loose hussars and to bring 
up artillery, to govern with lighted matches, ^ 
and to cut, and push, and prime— I call this, 
not vigour, but the slofh o/cnul'y and i^putraner. 
The vigour I love consists in finding out 
wherein subjects' are aggrieved, in relieving 
them, in studying the temper and genius of a 
people, in consulting their prejudices, in se- 
lecting proper persons to lead and manage 
them, in the laborious, watchful, and difficult 
task of increasing public happiness by allay- 
ing each particular discontent. In this way 
Hoche pacified La Vendue — and in this way 
only will Ireland ever be subdued. But this, 
in the eyes of Mr. Perceval, is imbecility and 
meanness ; houses are not broken open — ^wo- 
men are not insulted — ^the people seem all to 
be happy ; they are not rode over by hones, 
and cut by whips. Do you call this yigoar !«— 
^U this government ' 
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LETTER X. AND LAST. 

You must observe that all I hare said of the 
t>tfect8 which will be produced by giving sala- 
nes to the Catholic clergy, only proceeds upon 
\ the supposition that the emancipation of the 
laity is effected : — without that, I am sure there 
is not a clergyman in Ireland who would re- 
ceive a shilling from government; he could 
not do so, without an entire loss of credit 
among the members of his own persuasion. 

What you say of the moderation of the Irish 
Protestant clergy in collecting tithes, is, I be- 
lieve, strictly true. Instead of collecting what 
ilie law enables them to collect, I believe they 
seldom or ever collect more than two-thirds ; 
and I entirely agree with you, that the abolition 
of agistment tithe in Ireland by a vote of the 
Irish House of Commons, an(> without any 
remuneration to the church, was a most scan- 
dalous and Jacobinical measure. I do not 
Vbla^e the Irish clergy; but I submit to your 
common sense, if it is possible to explain to 
an Irish peasant upon what principle of justice, 
or common sense, he is to pay every tenth 
potato in his little garden to a clergyman in 
whose religion nobody believes for .twenty 
miles around him, and who has nothing to 
preach to but bare walls. It is true, if the 
tithes are bought up, the cottager must pay 
more rent to his landlord ; but the same thing, 
done in the shape of rent, is less odious than 
when it is done in the shape of tithe ; I do not 
want to take a shilling out of the pockets of 
the clergy, but to leave the substance of things, 
and to change their names. I cannot see the 
slightest reason why the Irish labourer is to be 
relieved from the real onus, or from any thing 
else but the name of tithe. At present, he 
rents only nine-tenths of the produce of the 
land, which is all that belongs to the owner ; 
this he has at tlie market price ; if the land- 
owner purchase the other tenth of the church, 
of course he has a right to make a correspond- 
ent advance upon his tenant. 

I very much doubt, if you were to lay open 
all civil offices to the Catholics, and to grant 
salaries to their clergy, in the manner I have 
w stated, if the Catholic laity would g^ve them- 
^ selves much trouble about the advance of their 
church; for they would pay the same tithes 
under one system that they do under another. 
-^If you were to bring the Catholics into the 
daylight of the world, to the high situations of 
the army, the navy, and the bar, numbers of 
them would come over to the established 
church, and do as other people do; instead of 
that you set a mark of infamy upon them, rouse 
every passion of our nature in favour of their 
creed, and then wonder that men are blind to 
the follies of the Catholic religion. There are 
hardly any instances of old and rich families 
among the Protestant dissenters ; when a man 
keeps a coach, and lives in good company, he 
comes to church, and gets ashamed of the 
meeting-house ; if this is not the case with the 
father, it is almost always the case with the 
sou. These things would never be so, if the 
dissenters were in practice as much excluded 
from all the concerns of civil life, as the 
Catholics are. If a rich young Catholic were 



in Parliament, he would belong to White's and 
to Brooke's, would keep race-horses, would 
walk up and down Pall Mall, be exonerated of 
his ready money and his constitution, become 
as totally devoid of morality, honesty, know- 
ledge, and civility, as Protestant loungers in 
Pall Mall, and return home with a supreme 
contempt for Father O'Leary and J'ather 
O'Callaghan. I am astonished at the madness 
of the Catholic clergy, in not perceiving that 
Catholic emancipation is Catholic infidelity; 
that to entangle their people in the intrigues 
of a Protestant Parliament, and a Protestant 
court, is to insure the loss of every man of d.^ 
fashion and consequence in their community. 
The true receipt for preserving their religion 
is Mr. Perceval's receipt for destroying it ; it 
is to deprive every rich Catholic of all the 
objects of secular ambition, to separate him 
from the Protestant, and to shut him up in his 
castle, with priests and relics. 

We are tofd, in answer to all our arguments, 
that this is not a fit period, — ^that a period of 
universal war is not the proper time for dan- 
gerous innovations in the constitution ; this is 
as much as to say, that the worst time for 
making friends is the period when you have 
made many enemies ; that it is the greatest of 
all errors to stop when you arc breathless, and - 
to lie down when you are fatigued. Of on«! 
thing I am quite certain: if the safety of 
Europe is once completely restored, the Ca- 
tholics may for ever bid adieu to the slightest 
probability of efiecting their object. Such men ' 
as hang about a court not only are deaf to the 
suggestions of mere justice, but they despise 
justice; they detest the word right; the only 
word which rouses them is peril ; where they 
can oppress with impunity, they oppress for 
ever, and call it loyally and wisdom. 

I ai& so far from conceiving the legitimate 
strength of the crown would be diminished by ^ 
these abolitions of civil incapacities in conse- 
quence of religious opinions, that my only ob- 
jection to the increase of religious freedom is, 
that it would operate as a diminution of po- 
litical freedom; the power of the crown is so 
overbearing at this period, that almost the only 
steady opposers of its fatal influence are men 
disgusted by religious intolerance. Our esta- 
blishments are so enormous, and so utterly 
disproportioned to our population, that every 
second or third man you meet in society gains 
something from the public; my brother the 
commissioner, — my nephew the police justice, 
— purveyor of smsJl beer to the army in Ire- 
land,— clerk of the mouthy — ^yeoman to the left 
hand, — these are the obstacles which common 
sense and justice have now to overcome. Add 
to this, that the king, old and infirm, excites a 
principle of very amiable generosity in his fa- 
vour ; that he has led a good, moral, and reli- 
gious life, equally removed from profligacy 
and m^odistical hjrpocrisy ; that he has been 
a good husband, a good father, and a good 
master; that he dresses plain, loves hunting 
and farming, hates the French, and is, in al: 
his opinions and habits, quite English ; — thesi 
feelings are heightened by the present situa- 
tion ofthe world, and the yet unexploded cla 
mourof JacobiAi&m. Uv.t^i!^^-^xwa^'^^^'wsv\»'v 
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sonrces of interest, personal regard, and na- 
tional taste, such a tempest of loyal^ has set 
in upon the people, that the 47th proposition in 
Euclid might now be voted down with as mu^ 
case as any proposition in politics ; and, there- 
fore, if Lord Hawkesbury hates the abstract 
truths of science as much as he hates concrete 
truth in human affairs, now is his time for 
getting rid of the multiplication table, and 
passing a vote of censure upon the pretensions 
of the hypothenuse. Such is the history of Eng- 
lish parties at this moment ; you cannot seri- 
ously suppose that the people care for such 
men as Lord Hawkesbury, Mr. Canning, and 
Mr. Perceval, on their own account ; you can- 
not really believe them to be so degraded as to 
look to their safety from a man who proposes 
to subdue Europe by keeping it without Jesu- 
it's bark. The people, at present, have one 
passion, and but one — 

A Jove principium, Jovis omnia plena. 

They care no more for the ministers I have 
mentioned, than they do for those sturdy royal- 
ists who, for 60/. per annum; stand behind his 
majesty^s carriage, arrayed in scarlet and in 
gold. If the present ministers opposed the 
court instead of flattering it, they would not 
command twenty votes. 
. Po not imagine by these observations, that 
I am not loyal ; without joining in the common 
cant of the best of kings, I respect the king 
most sincerely as a good man. His religion is 
better than the religion of Mr. Perceval, his 
old morality very superior to the old morality 
of Mr. Canning, and I am quite certain he has 
a safer understanding than both of them put 
together. Loyalty, within the bounds of reason 
and moderation, is one of the great instruments 
of English happiness ; but the love of the king 

— may easily become more strong than the love 
of the kinjifdom, and we may lose sight of the 
public welfare in our exaggerated admiration 
of him who is appointed to reign only for its 
promotion and support I detest Jacobinism ; 
and if I am doomed to be a slave at all, I 
would rather be the slave of a king than a 
cobler. God save the king, you say, warms 
your heart like the sound of a trumpet. I can- 
not make use of so violent a metaphor; but I 
am delighted to hear it, when it is the cry of 
genuine affection ; I am delighted to hear it, 
when they hail not only the individual man, 
but the outward and living sign of all English 
blessings. These are noble feelings, and the 
heart of every good man must go with them ; 
but God save the king, in these times, too often 
means God save my pension and my place, 
God give my sisters an allowance out of the 
privy purse, — make me clerk of the irons, let 
me survey the meltings, let me live upon the 
fruits of other men's industry, and fatten upon 
•he plunder of the public. 

"What is it possible to say to such a man as 
the gentleman of Hampstead, who really be- 
lieves it feasible to convert the four million 

^y frish Catholics to the Protestant religion, and 
considers this as the best remedy for the dis- 
turbed state of Ireland 1 It is not possible to 
Auswi r sach a man with arguments -, we must 



and push him into an hermitage. It is really 
such trash, that it is an abuse of the privilege 
of reasoning to reply to it Such a project is 
well worthy the statesman who would bring / 
the French to reason by keeping them without 
rhubarb, and exhibit to mankind the awfhl 
spectacle of a nation deprived of neutral salts. 
This is not the dream of a wild apothecary 
indulging in bis own opium ; this is not the 
distempered fancy of a pounder of drugs, deli- 
rious from smallness of profits ; but it is the 
sober, deliberate, and sjrstematic scheme of a 
man to whom the public safety is entrusted, 
and whose appointment is considered by many 
as a masterpiece of political sagacity. What 
a sublime thought^ that no purge can now be 
taken between the Weser and the Garonne; 
that the bustling pestle is still, the canorous 
mortar mntetand the bowels of mankind locked 
up for fourteen degrees of latitude ! When, I 
should be curious to know, were all the powers 
of crudity and flatulence fully explained to bis 
majesty's ministers 1 At what period was this 
great plan of conquest and constipation fully 
developed ! In whose mind was the idea of 
destrojring the pride and the plasters of France 
first engendered 1 Without castor oil they 
might, for some months, to be sure, have car- 
ried on a lingering war; but can they do with- 
out bark 1 Will the people live under a go- 
vernment where antimonial powders cannot be 
procured 1 Will they bear the loss of mercury ? 
" There's the rub." Depend upon it, the ab- 
sence of materia medica will soon bring them 
to their senses, and the cry of Bourbon and 
bolui burst forth from the Baltic to the Mediter- 
ranean. 

You ask me for any precedent in our history 
where the oath of supremacy has been dis- 
pensed with. It was dispensed with to the 
Catholics of Canada, in 1774. They are only 
required to take a simple oath of allegiance. 
The same, I believe, was the case in Corsica. 
The reason of such exemption was obvious ; 
you could not possibly have retained cither of 
these countries without it And what did it 
signify, whether you retained them or not 1 In 
cases where you might have been foolish with- 
out peril, you were wise ; when nonsense and 
bigotry threaten you with destruction, it is im- 
possible to bring you back to the alphabet of 
justice and common sense; if men arc to be 
fools, I would rather they were fools in little 
matters than in great ; dulness turned up with 
temerity, is a livery all the worse for the 
facings ; and the most tremendous of all things 
is the magnanimity of a dunce. 

It is not by any means necessary, as you / 
contend, to repeal the Test Act if you give re- ' 
lief to the Catholic; what the Catholics ask 
for is to be put on a footing with the Protestant 
dissenters, which would be done by repealing 
that part of the law which compels them to 
take the oath of supremacy and to make the 
declaration against transubstantiation ; they 
would then come into Parliament as all other 
dissenters are allowed to do, and the penal 
laws to which they were exposed for taking 
ofece would be suspended every year, as they 
have been for this half century past towards 
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is the best method^ — to continue the persecut- 
ing law, and to suspend it every year,-r-a me- 
thod which, while it efiectually destroys the 
persecution itself, leaves to the great mass of 
mankind the exquisite gratification of suppos- 
ing that they are enjoying some advantage 
from which a particular class of their fellow- 
<ifeatures are excluded. We manage the Cor- 
poration and Test Acts at present much in the 
same manner as if we were to persuade parish 
boys, who had been in the habit of beating an 
OSS, to spare the animal, and beat the skin of 
an ass stufl'ed with straw ; this would preserve 
the semblance of tormenting without the re- 
ality, and keep boy and beast m good humour. 

How can you imagine that a provision for 
the Catholic clergy* affects the 6th article of 
the Union 1 Surely I am preserving the Pro- 
testant church in Ireland, if I put it in a better 
condition than that in which it now is. A tithe 
proctor in Ireland collects his tithes with a 
blunderbuss, and carries his tenth hay-cock by 
storm, sword in hand ; to give him equal value 
in a more specific shape, cannot, I should ima- 
gine, be considered as injurious to the church 
of Ireland ; and what right has that church to 
complain, if Parliament chooses to fix upon 
the empire the burthen of supporting a double 
ecclesiastical establishment 1 Are the reve- 
nues of the Irish Pretestant clergy in the 
slightest degree injured by such provision ! On 
the contrary, is it possible to confer a more 
serious benefit upon that church, than by quiet- 
ing and contenting those who are at work for 
its destruction? 

It is impossible to think of the affairs of 
Ireland without being forcibly struck with the 
parallel of Hungary. Of her seven millions 
of inhabitants, one-half were Protestants, Cal- 
vinists, and Lutherans, many of the Greek 
Church, and many Jews ; such was the state 
of their religious dissensions, that Mahomet 
had often been called in to the aid of Calvin, 
and the crescent often glittered on the walls of 
Budaandof Presburg. At last, in 1791, during 
the most violent crisis of disturbance, a diet 
was called, and by a great majority of voices 
a decree was passed, which secured to all the 
contending sects the fuUest and freest exercise 
of religious worship and education; ordained 
(let it be hoard .in Hampstead) that churches 
and chapels should be erected for all on the 
most perfectly equal terms, that the Protestants 
of both confessions should depend upon their 
spiritual superiors alone, liberated them from 
swearing by the usual oath, "the holy Virgin 
Mar}', the saints,.and chosen of God;*' and then, 
the decree adds, " that public offices and honours, 
high or low, great or small, shall be given to natural 
born Hungarians who deserve well of their country, 
and possess the other qualifications, let their religion 
be what it may** Such was the line of policy 
pursued in a diet consisting of four hundred 
members, in a state whose form of government 
approaches nearer to our own than any other, 
having a Roman Catholic establishment of 
great wealth and power, and under the influence 
of one of the most bigoted Catholic courts in 
Europe. This measure has now the experience 
of eighteen years in its favour; it has under- 
gone a trial of fourteen years of revolution, 



such as the world never witnessed, and more 
than equal to a century less convulsed. What 
have been its effects? When the French 
advanced like a torrent within a few days' 
march of Vienna, the Hungarians rose in a 
mass ; they formed what they called the sacred 
insurrection, to defend their sovereign, their 
rights and liberties, now common to all ; and 
the apprehension of their approach dictated to 
the reluctant Bonaparte the immediate signa- 
ture of the treaty of Leoben: the Romish hie- 
rarchy of Hungary exists in all its former 
splendour and opulence ; never has the slightest 
attempt been made to diminish it; and those 
revolutionary principles, to which so large a 
portion of civilized Europe has been sacrificed, 
have here failed in making the smallest suc- 
cessful inroad. 

The whole history of this proceeding of the 
Hungarian diet is so extraordinary, and such 
an admirable comment upon the Protestantism 
of Mr. Spencer Perceval, that I must compel 
you to read a few short extracts from the law 
itself: — "The Protestants of both confessions 
shall, in religious matters, depend upon their 
own spiritual superiors alone. The Protestants 
may likewise retain their trivial and grammar 
schools. The church dues which the Pro- 
testants have hitherto paid to the Catholio 
parish priests, schoolmasters, or other such 
ofiicers, either in money, productions, or labour, 
shall in future entirely cease, and after three 
months from the publishing of this law, be no 
more anywhere demanded. In the building or 
repairing of churches, parsonage-houses, and 
schools, the Protestants are not obliged to assist 
the Catholics with labour, nor the Catholics the 
Protestants. The pious foundations and dona- 
tions of the Protestants which already exist, 
or which in future may be made for their 
churches, ministers, schools and students, 
hospitals, orphan-houses and poor, cannot be 
taken from them under any pretext, nor yet 
the care of them; but rather the unimpeded 
administration shall be entrusted to those from 
among them to whom it legally belongs, and 
those foundations which may have been taken 
from them under the last government, shall be 
returned to them without delay; all affairs of 
marriage of the Protestants are left to their 
own consistories; all landlords and masters of 
families, under the penalty of public prose- 
cution, are ordered not to prevent their sub- 
jects and servants, whether they be Catholio 
or Protestant, from the observance of the 
festivals and ceremonies of their religion," . 
dec. die. 6lc. — By what strange chances are 
mankind influenced! A little Catholic barrister 
of Vienna might have raised the crv of no 
Protestantism, and Hungary would have panted 
for the arrival of a French army as much as 
Ireland does at this moment; arms would have 
been searched for; Lutheran and Calvinist 
houses entered in the dead of the night; and 
the strength of Austria exhausted in guarding 
a country from which, under the present liberal 
system, she may expect, in a moment of danger 
the most powerful aid ; and let it be remem 
bered, that this memorable example of political 
wisdom took place at a period when many 
great moiv^Tc.W^ ^^\^ '^^x ^ss^R.Q^^^«w.^ \»^ 
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Europe ; m a coantry where the two religioas 
parlies were equal in number; and where it is 
impossible to suppose iDdiflference in the party 
which relinquished its exclusive privileges. 
Under all these circumstances, the measure 
was carried in the Hungarian diet by a ma- 
jority of 280 to 120. In a few weeks, we shall 
see every concession denied to the Catholics 
by a much larger majority of Protestants, at a 
moment when every other power is subjugated 
but ourselves, and in a country where the 
oppressed are four times as numerous as their 
oppressors. So much for the wisdom of our 
ancestors — so much for the nineteenth century 
— so much for the superiority of the English 
over all the nations of the continent! 
Are you not sensible, let me ask you, of the 
^ absurdity of trusting the lowest Catholics with 
^ offices correspondent to their situation in life, 
and of denying such privilege to the higher? 
A' Catholic may serve in the militia, but a 
J Catholic cannot come into Parliament ; in the 
latter case you suspect combination, and in 
the former case you suspect no combination ; 
you deliberately arm ten or twenty thousand 
of the lowest of the Catholic people ; — and the 
moment you come to a class of men whose 
education, honour, and talents, seem to render 
all mischief less probable, then you see the 
danger of employing a Catholic, and cling to 
your investigating tests and disabling laws. 
If you tell me you have enough of members of 
Parliament, and not enough of militia, without 
the Catholics, I beg leave to remind you, that, 
by employing the physical force of any sect, at 
the same time when you leave them in a state 
of utter disafiection, you are not adding 
strength to your armies, but weakness and 
ruin : — if you want the vigour of their common 
people, you must not disg^race their nobility, 
and insult their priesthood. 

I thought that the terror of the pope had 
been confined to the limits of the nursery, and 
merely employed as a means to induce young 
master to enter into his small clothes with 
greater speed, and to eat his breakfast with 
greater attention to decorum. For these pur- 
poses, the name of the pope is'admirable; but 
why push it beyond 1 "Why not leave to Lord 
Hawkesbury all farther enumeration of the 
pope's powers! For a whole century, you 
have been exposed to the enmity of France, 
and your succession was disputed in two 
rebellions; what could the pope do at the 
period when there was a serious struggle, 
whether England should be Protestant or Ca- 
tholic, and* when the issue was completely 
doubtful 1 Could the pope induce the Irish to 
rise in 1715! Could he induce them to rise 
in 1745 1 You had no Catholic enemy when 
half this island was in arms; and what did 
|l»e pope attempt in the last rebellion in Ire- 
land 1 But if he had as much power over the 
minds of the Irish as Mr. Wilberforce has 
over the mind of a young Methodist, converted 
the preceding quarter, is this a reason why we 
are to disgust men, who may be acted upon in 
such a manner by a foreign power 1 or is it not 
an additional reason why we should raise up 
every barrier of affection and kindness against 
^he miscbief of foreign influence 1 But \]he\ 



true answer is, the mischief does not exist 
Gog and Magog have produced as much in 
fluence upon human affairs as the^ pope has 
done for this half century past ; and by spoil- 
ing him of his possessions, and degrading him 
in the eyes of all Europe, Bonaparte has not 
taken quite the proper method of increasing 
his influence. 

But why not a Catholic king, as well as a 
Catholic member of Parliament, or of thcr' 
cabinet? — Because it is probable that the one * 
would be mischievous, and the other not. A 
Catholic king might struggle against the Pro- 
testantism of the country, and if the struggle 
was not successful, it would at least be dan- 
gerous; but the efforts of any other Catholic 
would be quite insignificant, and his hope of 
success so small, that it is quite improbable 
the effort would ever be made ; my argument 
is, that in so Protestant a country as Great 
Britain, the character of her Parliaments and : 
her cabinet could not be changed by the few \^ 
Catholics who would ever find their way to 
the one or the other. But the power of the 
crown is immeasurably greater than the power 
which the Catholics could obtain from anj 
other species of authority in the state ; and it 
does not follow, because the lesser degree of 
power is innocent, that the greater should be 
so too. As for the stress you lay upon the 
danger of a Catholic chancellor, I have not the 
least hesitation in saying, that his appointment 
would not do a ten-thousandth part of the mis- 
chief to the English church that might be done 
by a methodistical chancellor of the true Clap- 
ham breed; and I request to know, if it is 
really so very necessary that a chancellor 
should be of the religion of the Chnrch of 
England, how many chancellors you have had 
within the last century who have boon bred up 
in the Presbyterian religion ? — And again, how 
many you have had who notoriously have 
\ een without any religion at all ! 

Why are you to suppose that eb'gibility and 
election are the same thing, and that all the 
cabinet will be Catholics, whenever all the Y 
cabinet may be Catholics t You have a right, 
you say, to suppose an extreme case, and to 
argue upon it — so have I : and I will suppose 
that the hundred Irish members will one day 
come down in a body, and pass a law com- 
pelling the king to reside in Dublin. I will 
suppose that the Scotch members, by a similar 
stratagem, will lay England under a large 
contribution of meal and sulphur; no measure 
is without objection, if you sweep the whole 
horizon for danger; it is not sufficient to tell 
me of what^ may happen, but you must show 
me a rational probability that it will happen: 
after all, I might, contrary to my real rpinion, 
admit all your dangers to exist ; it is enough 
for me to contend that all other dangers taken 
together are not equal to the danger of losing 
Ireland from disaffection and invasion. 

I am astonished to see you, and many good , 
and well-meaning clergymen beside you, paint-V 
ing the Catholics in such detestable colours; 
two-thirds, at least, of Europe are Catholics, — 
they are Christians, ihousjh mistaken Chris- 
tians; how can I possibly admit that any sect 
ot C\im\v^ii%>and above all, that the oldest and 
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the most nnmeroas sect of Christians, are inca- 
pable of falfilling the common duties and rela- 
tioDS of life : though I do differ from them in 
many particalars, God forbid I should give 
such a handle to infidelity, and subscribe to 
such blasphemy against our common religion ! 

Do you think mankind never change their 
opinions without formally expressing and con- 
fessing that change 1 When you quote the 
decisions of ancient Catholic councils, are you 
prepared to defend all the decrees of English 
convocations and universities since the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth? I could soon make you 
sick of your uncandid industry against the 
Catholics, and bring you to allow that it is 
better to forget times past, and to judge and 
be judged by present opinions and present 
practice. 

I must beg to be excused from explaining 
and refuting all the mistakes about the Catho- 
lics made by my Lord Redesdale ; and I must 
do that nobleman the justice to say, that he has 
been treated with great disrespect. Could any 
thing be more indecent than to make it a 
morning lounge in Dublin to call upon his 
- lordship, and to cram him with Arabian-night 
stories about the Catholics? Is this proper 
behaviour to the representative of majesty, the 
child of Themis, and the keeper of the con- . 
science in West Britain ? Whoever reads the | 
letters of the Catholic bishops, in the appendix 
to Sir John Hippesly's very sensible book, will | 
see to what an excess this practice must have j 
been carried with the pleasing and Protestant 
nobleman whose name I have mentioned, and 
from thence I wish you to receive your answer 
about excommunication, and all the trash 
which is talked against the Catholics. 

A sort of notion has, by some means or 

I another, crept into the world, that difference of 
religion would render men unfit to perform 
together the offices of common and civil life; 
that Brother Wood and Brother Grose could 
not travel together the same circuit if they dif- 
fered in creed, nor Cockell and Mingay be en- 
gaged in the same cause if Cockell was a 
Catholic and Mingay a Mug^lclonian. It is 
* supposed that Huskisson and Sjr Harry Engle- 
field would squabble behind the speaker's chair 
about the Council of Lateran,and many a turn- 
pike bill miscarry by the sarcastical contro- 
versies of Mr. Hawkins Brown and Sir John 
Throckmorton upon the real presence. I wish 
I could see some of these symptoms of earnest- 
ness upon the subject of religion ; but it really 
seems to me, that, in the present state of so- 
/ ciety, men no more think about inquiring con- 
cerning each other's faith than ihey do concern- 
ing the colour of each other's skins. There 
may have been times in England when the 
quarter sessions would have been disturbed by 
the theological polemics; but now, aAer a 
Catholic justice had once been seen on the 
bench, and it had been clearly ascertained that 
he spoke English, had no tail, only a single row 
of teeth, and that he loved port-wine, — after all 
the scandalous and infamous reports of his 
physical conformation had been clearly proved 
10 be false, — he would be reckoned a jolly fel- 
low, and very superior in flavour to a sly Pres- 



byterian. Nothing, in fact, can be more nn* 
candid and unphilosophical* than to say that a 
man has a tail, because you cannot agree with 
him upon religions subjects ; it appears to be 
ludicrous, but I am convinced it has done infi- 
nite mischief to the Catholics, and made a very 
serious impression upon the minds of many 
gentlemen of large landed property. 

In talking of the impossibility of Catholics 
and Protestants living together with equal pri- 
vilege under the same government, do you 
forget the cantons of Switzerland ? You m ight 
have seen there a Protestant congregation 
going into a church which had just been quitted 
by a Catholic congregation ; and I will venture 
to say that the Swiss Catholics were more 
bigoted to their religion than any people in the 
whole world. Did the kings of Prussia ever 
refuse to employ a Catholic ? Would Frede- 
rick the Great have rejected an able man on 
this account ? We have seen Prince Czarto- 
rinski, a Catholic secretary of state in Russia; 
in former times, a Greek patriarch and an 
apostolic vicar acted together in the most per- 
fect harmony in Venice ; and we have seen the 
Emperor of Qermany in modern times entrust- 
ing the care of his person and the comraand 
of his guard to a Protestant prince, Ferdinand 
of Wirtemberg. But what are all these things 
to Mr. Perceval? He has looked at human 
nature from the top of Hampstead Hill, and 
has not a thought beyond the little sphere of 
his own vision. ** The snail," say the Hindoos, 
** sees nothing but its own shell, and thinks it 
the grandest palace in the universe." 

I now take a final leave of this subject of 
Ireland ; the only difficulty in discussing it is 
a want of resistance, a want of something ^ 
difficult to unravel, and something dark to 
illumine ; to agitate such a question is to beat 
the air with a club, and cut down gnats with 
a scimitar ; it is a prostitution of industry, and 
a waste of strength. If a man says I have a 
good place, and I do not choose to lose it, this 
mode of arguing upon the Catholic question I 
can well understand ; but that any human be- 
ing with an understanding two degrees elevated 
above that of an Anabaptist preacher, should 
conscientiously contend for the expediency 
and propriety of leaving the Irish Catholics i« 
their present state, and of subjecting us to such * 
tremendous peril in the present condition of 
the world, it is utterly out of my power to con- 
ceive. Such a measure as the Catholic ques- 
tion is entirely beyond the common game of 
politics ; it is a measure in which all parties 
ought to acquiesce, in order to preserve the 
place where, and the stake for which they play. 
If Ireland is gone, where are jobs ? where arc 
reversions ? where is my brother, Lord Ardent 
where are my dear and near relations ? The 
game is up, and the speaker of the House of 
Commons will be sent as a present to the 
menagerie at Paris. We talk of waiting from 
particular considerations, as if centuries of 
joy and prosperity were before us ; in the next 
ten years our fate must be decided ; we shall 
know, long before that period, whether we can 

* FUf Lord Oacon^ LoQkA^«sA.\l«HcaaMti^ 
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bear up against the miseries bjr which we are 
threatened, or not; aad yet, in the yeiy midst 

• of our crisis, we are enjoined to abstain from 
the most certain means of increasing our 
strengUi, and advised to wait for the remedy 
till the disease is removed by death or health. 
And DOW, instead of the plain and manly 
policy of increasing unanimity at home, by 

V equalizing rights and privileges, what is the 
ignorant, arrogant, and wicked system which 
has been pursued 1 Such a career of madness 
and of folly was, I believe, never run in so 
short a period. The' vigour of the ministry is 
like the vigour of a grave-digger, — ^the tomb 
becomes more ready and orore wide for every 
effort which they make. There is nothing 
which it is worth while either to take or to re- 
tain, and a constant train of ruinous expedi- 
tion4 has been kept up. Every Englishman 
felt proud of the integrity of his country ; the 
character of the country is lost for ever. It is 
of the utmost consequence to a commercial 
people at war with the greatest part of Europe, 
that there should be a free entry of neutrals 
into the enemy's ports; the neutrals whocar- 
ried our manufactures we have not only ex- 
cluded, but we have compelled them to declare 
war against us. It was our interest to make a 
good peace, or convince our own people that 
It could not be obtained ; we have not made a 
peace, and we have convinced the people of 
nothing but of the arrogance of the foreign 
secretary ; and all this has taken place in the 
short space of a year, because a King's Bench 
barrister and a writer of epigrams, turned into 
ministers of state, were determined to show 
country gentlemen that the late administration 
had no vigour. In the mean time commerce 
stands still, manufactures perish, Ireland is 
-r more and more irritated, India is threatened, 
fresh taxes are accumulated upon the wretched 
people, the war is carried on without it being 
possible to conceive any one single object 
which a rational being can propose to himself 
by its continuation ; and in the midst of this 
unparalleled insanity we are told that the conti- 
nent is to be reconquered by the want of rhu 



barb and plums.* A better spirit thia 
in the English people never existed in tt? 
people in the world ; it has been misdireelej, 
and squandered upon party purposes in tt« 
most degrading and scandalous manner; they 
have been led to believe that they were beae- 
fiting the commerce of England by destroying 
the commerce of America, that they were de* 
fending their sovereign by perpetuating die 
bigoted oppression of their fellow-subject; 
their rulers and their guides bave told them 
that they would equal 5ie vigour of France by 
equalling her atrocity ; and they have goiie on 
wasting that opulence, patience, and courage, 
which, if husbanded by prudent and moderate 
counsels, might have proved the salvation of 
mankind. The same poUcy of turning the 
good qualities of Englishmen to their own 
destruction, which made Mr. Pitt omnipotent^ 
continues his power to those who resemble 
him only in his vices ; advantage is taken of 
the loyalty of Englishmen, to make them 
ukcanly submissive ; their piety is turned into 
persecution, their courage into useless and 
obstinate contention; they are plundered be- 
cause they are ready to pay, and soothed into 
asinine stupidity because they are full of vir- 
tuous patience. If England must perish at 
last, so let it be ; that event is in the hands of 
God ; we must dry up our tears and submit. 
But that England should perish swindling and 
stealing; that it should perish waging war 
against lazar-houses, and hospitals; £at it 
should perish persecuting with monastic bigot- 
ry ; that it should calmly give itself up to be 
ruined by the flashy arrogance of one man, 
and the narrow fanaticism of another; these 
events are within the power of human beings, 
and I did not think that the magnanimity of 
Englishmen would ever stoop to such de- 
gradations. 

Longum vale ! 

PETER PLYMLEY. 

• Eren Allon Park (accmtoarad u be has always IwM 
to he delifrhted by all adminiatratioM) aays ft !■ too bait 
and Hall and Morrii are said to have actuaUy Uoslied ia 
one of tbe dlTisiona. 



THE END. 
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